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SHC  gieatest  of  Englisli  liistorians,  MACACLAT,and  one  of  Hie  most  brilliant  writers  of 
till  pie--eiit  century,  has  said:  "Tiie  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
h\  e-i  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Poktrait  and  Bioobai-hical 
\ritL'u  of  this  county  baa  been  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  bo  appredaled  by  but  few,  our 
cotp'5  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enteipnse  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
compiismg  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lii>3  have  the  story  of  their  life 
'-truggles  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  pi-esented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  I'ecord  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
ad\  intages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  siicceed,and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  foilh  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  land.  In  tlie  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
he  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  genei-ations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  eon-ectness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  eiTors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  the  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  be  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

November,  1891.  CHAPMAN  BROS. 
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HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
born  in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va,, 
-2  I7J2  His  parents 
:  AiigQstme  md  Marv 
(Ball)  W  -ibhmgton  Tht  family 
to  which  he  belonged  bis  not 
been  satisfactorily  triced  in 
England  His  great  grand- 
father John  W  ashington  eiii- 
igritedtoVirginit  ibout  1657, 
and  became  a  prosperous 
lanter  He  had  two  sons 
I  i\v  rente  and  Johi  The 
tor  iier  larried  Mildred  U  arner 
ind  had  three  children,  John. 
\  i^ustiiie  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine, the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore 
hni  four  children,  two  of  whom, 
Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his 
second  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augu..iine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
111  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vemon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  afforded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
malhemat'cs.       His    spelling  was    raiher   defective 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  phjsica^ 
strength  and  development  at  an  eady  age.  He  was 
a  1  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
Mas  eaily  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair, 
ness  I  id  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 
\V  hen  George  was  r  4years  old  he  had  a  desire  to  go  lo 
sea  and  a  midshipman's  warrantwas  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
s  rvejor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  1  smess  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
hte  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  175  r,  though  only  ig  years  of 
age,  he  was  ap[Xiinted  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being  trained  for 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vemon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  was 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  to 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
ceiKed,  which  others  had  refused.  This  was  lo  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  6oo  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  made  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 
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itip  was  a  perilous  one,  and  several  limes  became  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  lie  vetumed  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  u.-icfiil  re|)ort  of  his  exiiedition.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in,  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
commissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  begun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  inwhicli 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer 
of  distinciioi!  wbo  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  lionor.  The  other  aids  of  Braddock 
ivere  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  Jn  a  letter 
to  his  brother  he  says :  "  I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escajjed 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levehiiT  my  companions 
un  every  sid£."  An  Indian  sliar[>shooter.said  he  was 
not  bom  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  lo  hit 
him. 

After  having  Ijeen  five  years  in  the  military  service, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  aimy,  he 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Duquesne  and  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  the  Ohio, 
10  resign  his  commission.  Soon  after  he  entered  the 
Legislature,  where,  although  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
Active  and  imixjrtant  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  1 'a rke  Custis. 

When  the  British  ParUament  had  closed  the  port 
■if  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the  provinces 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of  us  all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  aCon- 
gress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called  to  meet  at  Phila- 
delphia,Sept.  5,  1774,10 secure theircommon liberties, 
peaceably  if  )X)ssible.  To  this  Congress  Col.  Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.  The  hattles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington  had  been  fought.  Among  ihe 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.  This  high  and 
responsible  office  was  conferred  U|X>n  Washington, 
who  was  still  a  membetof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  upon  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salary.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account 
of  exjjcnses  and  expect  Congress  (o  paj-  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  the 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  country 
were  so  long  confided.  The  war  was  conducted  by 
him  under  every  jmssible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  every 
obstacle,  and  after  seven  years  of  heroic  devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.  On  Dec.  23,  1783,  Washington,  in 
a  patting  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  resigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  to 
to  the  Continental  Congress  silling  al  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mount  Vernon  and  resumcil 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  life. 

Ill  February, 1789,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  President.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  uew 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  pan 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  sections  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  country, 
owing  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit ;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  of  party  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judguient  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
while  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  exposed  to 
attacks  from  both  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  and 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.  At  the  end  of  this  term  many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.  On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  expiraton  of  his  second  terra  as  Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to  pass  there 
his  few  remaining  years  free  from  the  annoyances  of 
public  hfe.  Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  reiKisc 
seemed  hkely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France 
At  the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  armies.  He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  sui)erinter.ded  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  lo  be  in  the  field  until 
it  W.1S  necessary.  In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  rz,  he  took 
a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
ill  h's  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.  On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  operations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest, 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tal- 
ent and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well  proportioned.  His  muscular  strength  w.is 
great.  His  features  were  of  a  beaurifid  symmetn-. 
He  cornmanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  serious  without  heingduU. 
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[N  ADAMS,  the  second 
isident  and  the  lirst  Vice- 
f  President  of  the  United  States, 
born  ill  Braintree  { now 
,  Quincy),Mass.,  and  about  ten 
iles  from  Boston,  Oct.  15, 
7  35  His  great-grandfather,  Henry 
Waits,  emigrated  from  England 
ibou  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
settled  at  Braintree.  The 
pa  ents  of  John  were  John  and 
•^  s  nah  (Boylstoii)  Adams,  His 
fa  her  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
which  he  added  thehus- 
of  shoemaking.  He  gave  his 
son,  John,  a  classical  ediica- 
on  at  Harvard  College.  John 
graduated  in  1755.  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
■'school  of  affliction,"  from  which  lie  endeavored  lo 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
lermed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  conn- 
jils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Cal  van  istic  goodnature,'' 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
jirofcasion,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
leady  and  fluent  of  si^eech,  and  having  quick  percep- 
tive [xiwers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (i7<'>5).  the  attempt  of  Parhamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  lo  polirics.  He  took  initial 
steps  toward  holding  a.  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  populai 
throughout  the  Province,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  different  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos. 
ton  ill  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  prominent  advocaiesof  the  popular  cause,  and 
*a;  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lulature)  in  i„o. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  r774.  Here  he  disringuished  himsell 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  independence  against  tlr; 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  177(1,  he  moved 
and  carried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  the  duties  of  self  governinenl  He 
wjs  a  prominent  member  o  h 
appointed  June  II,  to  prepa         d  d 

pendence.     This  article  was  d    w  J  ff 

on  Adams  devolved  the  tas  h      gh 

Congress  in  a  three  days  de 

On  the  day  after  the  Decl  d  p     d 

was  passed,  while   his  soul  w  w    m        h 

glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  w  w 

which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictateJ 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,  "t'.ie 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  wil 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde. 
pendent  states,'  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  oi 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  ejoch  in  the  history 
of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  be  commemorated  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty, 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  show* 
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games,  sjxjrts,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  otber,  from  this 
lime  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transixirted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  i  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  supjwrt  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  posterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rae,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed  a 
delegate  to  France  and  to  iM-operale  with  Bemjamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  and  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  htm  from  his  home, 
compelled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
[wsedhim  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
cliosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  proposels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  imiJortant  loans  and 
formed  important  commercial  treaties. 

Finally  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fevei.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  the  waters  of 
B.ilh.  ^^fhile  in  England,  stil!droopinganddes|)ond- 
ing-,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,be  made  the  triii. 

February  24,  1785;  Congress  apix)inted  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  apixjint  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  [lemiission  to  return  to 
nis  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .^gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,! hough  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  vears,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics, 

>Vhile   Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the  great 


French  Revolution  siiook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  ujwn  this  ix>int  which  he  was  atissuewitii 
the  majority  of  his  countrymen  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  fell  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  theii 
jwwer  of  self-government,  and  be  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongl) 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  these  distinguished 
men,  and  two  powerful  parties  were  thus  soon  orgar.- 
ij.ed,  Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  spectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
had  died  away,  and  he  had  begi\n  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strenj^th 
of  his  life  lo  the  public  good,  without  the  deepest 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  peculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  crearing  and 
sup]x)rting.  In  1824,  his  cup  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  people. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  theit 
earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  been  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  lied.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
dependence FOREVER,"  When  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was.'  He  replied,  "  0  yes ;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "  It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  preixwsessing.  His  face, 
as  his  portrait  manifests,was  intellectual  and  expres- 
sive, but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  h". 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  noi 
the  engagingelegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  Jefferson, 
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,  HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 
j)  burn  A|)ril  2,  1743,  at  Sliad- 
leW,  Albermarle  county,  Va. 
'  His  parunts  were  Peter  and 
Jane  (  Randolph)  Jefferson, 
the  former  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  tlie  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  them  were  born  six 
daughters  and  two  sons,  of 
whom  Thomas  was  the  elder. 
When  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
ing been  kept  diliseiitly  at  school 
from  the  time  he  was  five  years  of 
'  age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  WiUiarasburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  !he  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
a.id  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  hved  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  yet  he 
ivas  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproacha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  influences, that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
i^xplained  inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  viofin,  to  which  he  had 
previously  given  much  time.  He  often  devoted  fifteen 
houis  a  day  to  haid  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  tne  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  intellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility.  A  more  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  3 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  mail. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  policy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies,  and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  iwliticat  hfe.  In  1709  he  was  chosei 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  in 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  beauti- 
ful, wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

Upon  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shadwell,  thare 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monticello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selected  lor  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye* 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Mount  Vernoa 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Cdonia!  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  coinmitteea^ 
and  was  chainnan  of  the  one  appointed  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  draw  uj)  the  paper.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776,    What  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  the  preparation  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  publish  her  to  the  world,  free, 
tioverign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  noother  effort 
i.f  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

Ill  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  i,s  Governor  of  Virginia,  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarle ton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Moniicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  this  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1782  sfle  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Plenipo- 
tendary  to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  Stales 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  r,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimity, 
and  George  Ointon,  Vice  Preadent. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  which  threatened  the 
tranquiiity  and  peace  of  the  Union;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
io  the  Vice  Presidency,  andled  on  by  an  unprincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  the  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  pur[X)se  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  has  been  generally  siip[x>sed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  been 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
lo  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  nearly 
.'arty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
.ic,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  uix)n  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses, — 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  resembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-place. 

The  fourth  of  July,  18*6,  being  the  fiftieth  anniver- 


sary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  thi; 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer, 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  festivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  nc 
hope  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  nex'_ 
day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  aroimd 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha; 
he  might  be  permitted  to  breathe  the  airof  the  fiftietl: 
anniversary.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  upon  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day,— the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  amidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festivities  of  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  hfe. 
Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  lo  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
freedom ;  hand  inhdd  gthdk  d  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  R  It  th  y  h  d  h  ered  and 
animated    their  de  po  d    g  r)  for  half  a 

century  they  had  I  bo  d  t  g  h  f  h  good  of 
the   country;  and       wh     d  h     d     h  y  depart. 

In  their  lives  they  1    d  be  t  d        h        me  great 

cause  of  liberty,  an  1  tl  d  I  tl  y  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jeff  rs       w  11       d    h  n,  rather 

above  six  feet  in  h  gh  b  t  w  II  f  d  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair  o   ^      Hy     d  ft     1  f     became 

white  and  silvery;   h  [1  w      f        his  fore- 

head broad,  and  his    h  I  t  11  gent  and 

thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage ;  and  j.is  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitahty  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic  ;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  coriect".  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discernable  the  care  with  which  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity- 
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AMFS    MADISON,    "Father 
of  the  ConstiUition, '  and  fourth 
President  of  the  United  Slates, 
wai  bori  March  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  hia  home  in  Virj;inia, 
le    S    i8j6       The  name  of 
ames  Madison  is  nise|mr:d)ly  con- 
nected with  most  of  the  imi>ortant 
events  in  that  heron,  period  of  our 
coLintr)  diinng  "hich  the  founda- 
lioi    of  tiua  great    republic  were 
I  lid    He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  the   Constitution    of  the    United 
Stites  to   1)6   called    to   his    eternal 
ard 

Ihe  Midison  fiui  h  were  among 
the  eailvemigrints  to  the  New  World, 
landinj,  pon  the  horea  of  the  Chesa- 
1  eake  but  15  yeais  ifter  the  seitle- 
raent  ot  lamestown  The  father  of 
Madibon  w  is  an  opulent 
[  1 1  Iter  residing  uixjn  i  very  fine  es- 
t  ue  Lilled  Montpeliei,"  Orange  Co., 
\  1  I  he  mansion  w  is  situated  in 
the  midst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
esque md  lomantii.  ou  the  west  side 
ot  "wuth  west  Mountain,  .it  the  fool  of 
It  was  hut  25  miles  from  the  home  of 
lefTerson  it  Monticello  I  he  closest  i>ers<-jnal  and 
[olitical  attachment  existed  between  these  illustrious 
uie  1   fro  11  their  early  youth  until  death 

1  he  eiily  educitionot  Mr  Madison  was  conducteil 
riostly  at  homu  undi.r  a  private  f  itor  At  the  age  of 
I S  he  was  SLiit  to  Princeton  College  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  the  most  im- 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  liut  three 
hours' sleep  out  of  the  24.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  to  his  subsf 
(pient  c 


commenced  the  study  of 
and  systematic  reading, 
he  spirit  of  the  t 


Returning  to  Virgin 
law  and  a  course  of 
This  educational  co 

which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  a 
ciated,  all  combiued  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ol 
a  statesman.  Being  nalurally  of  a  religions  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  healih  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  be  long,  he  directed  es|>ecial  atten- 
tion to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mind 
singularly  free  from  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  unecpialled  powers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith  became  so  established  as  never  to 
be  shaken. 

lu  the  spring  of  1776,  when  26  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
('777)i  1'^  **''  a  candidate  for  the  General  Assembly. 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
consequently  lost  his  election ;  but  those  who  had 
witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and  public  spirit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Crovernorsof  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remained 
member  of  the  Council ;    and  their  ai'preciation  of  hia 
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intelleciual,  soda!  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  hewas  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrioMS  inetk  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
ihe  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
litter  inefficiency  of  Ihe  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
lionat  government,  wilh  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr,  Madison,  urgmg  all  the  States  to  send  iheir 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  F.very  State  but  Rhode  Island 
"vas  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention  ;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Slates  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  St;\tes  for  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  independent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Maditon  was  selected  by  tife  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789, 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
nentatives  in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs,  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
fiueenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  btought  us  to  the  verge  of  war. 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiriiig 
in  his  disposition,  war  had  no  charms  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one's  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  upon  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  Brinsh  subjects;  orders  them  down  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  approved ;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4lh 
of  March,  i8i3i  was  re-elected  by  a  large  m.ajority, 
and  entered  upon  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventur3s  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan'. 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pling v.'iih  the  most  fomiidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
by  the  appearance  of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  February, 
1813,  in  ChesaiJeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accepted;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
ish force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  ou  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxet  River,  neat  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metropolis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  touted, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  1815, the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  atGhent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  fnend,  James  Monroe,  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  z8,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  yeais,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs,  Madi- 
son died  July  13, 1849. 
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'  AMF^  MONROE,  the  fifth 
IfcPre  de  ofThe  United  States, 
s  bur  11  Westmoreland  Co., 
\a  AinlaS,  1758.  His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
a  V  ty  Hia  ancestors  had  for 
n  any  yea  resided  in  the  prov- 
jnwh  h  he  was  born.  When, 
'  J  e.1  of  age,  in  the  process 
<  ot  CO  let  g  Ills  education  at 
,  W  11  id  Mary  College  the  Co- 
lo al  Lo  J,  e  a  assembled  at  I'hila- 
ddphn  to  dehberate  ij[X)n  the  un- 
just iiid  manifold  opprebsiona  of 
(.reit  Britiaii,  decUred  the  scpari- 
tion  ot  the  Colonies,  tnd  promul 
gitedihe  DiwcHration  ot  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  1=  hijjhlj 
probable  thit  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signeri 
of  that  cetebrited  instrument  At  this  time  he  left 
school  and  enbsled  among  the  patriots 

He  joined  tlie  army  when  everything  looked  hope- 
less and  gloomy  The  number  of  desertersinereised 
from  day  to  daj.  The  invading  armies  came  pourmg 
in ;  and  the  t.ories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  teirified  at  the  prospect  of  con- 
isnding  with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  throuji)! 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
l)olitical  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  tlie 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.  Fimily  yet  sadly  he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleani  Heiglils  and  Whit 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fii 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey.  In  four  mmU' 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  patrii 
liad  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.  At  the  battle  e 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  in  theactof  ch;ii!^ 
ing  ujxjn  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  lef 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr,  Monroe  was  pro 
moted  X  captain  uf  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  thearmy.  He, however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  a:, 
officer  m  the  staff  of  Lord  Sterling.  During  the  cam 
paijfns  of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Erand) 
wii  e,  Germanto«u  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid  de  camp,  but  becoming  desirous  to  re'gain  hi 
position  in  the  army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  r 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Ujxin 
this  faiUiie  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
thit  penod  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  cf  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  la)  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  a  volun- 
teer, duri]ig  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislature  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
body  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the  Executive 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  23  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  period  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislation,  which  were  afterwaids 
employed  with  unremJttii^g  energy  for  the  jHiblic  good, 
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lie  was  in  tlie  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
ilie  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

IJee[j!yas  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
;;onfederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
'.hat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
Lf  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  Une  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sep- 
arated them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
stiict  construction  of  the  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
Central  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
(iovernments  as  much  [x>wer,  as  the  Constitution  would 
warrant  The  Federahsts  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  jwwer  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  ]X3ssibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Republicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  to  the 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  the  Federalist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  andAssyriau  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced  as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President,  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  princi- 
ples of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
^Vashington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  lowers,  France  had  helped 
us  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  shoidd  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateftd  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  suchacharacter, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonsttations- 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  years.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-oi>erate  with  Chancellor  Livingston  in  obtaining 
the  vast  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tneir  united  efforts  were  suc- 
cessful. For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  Louisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr,  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  oiii- 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelendng.     He  again  returned  to    Eng- 
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redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  jmsition  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison,  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
declared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  during 
these  trying  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Departmen' 
were  also  put  upon  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Ujxm  the  retiirn  of 
[>eace  he  resigned  the  Itepartment  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  until  the  ex- 
|)iration  of  Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  At  the  elec 
tion  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  Uftle  opposition,  and 
u]mn  March  4,  1817,  was  inaugurated.  Four  years 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  States;  the 
Missouri  Compromise,  and  the    "  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  "  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  thaf 
tinie  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  n  ish 
to  have  Euroi^ean  [Mwers  longer  attempting  to  sub  ■ 
due  [xirtions  of  the  American  Continent,  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows :  "  That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  [wwers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  nol 
view  any  inter|X)sition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  Europeai: 
ixjwers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  thecourse 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States, 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term  Mr.  Monroe  rerired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  unlil  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died,on  the  4th  of  July.  1831 


y  Google 


,  Google 


J-      5,    <^*<^l(L/n^ 


y  Google 


■.:XTIl  PRf.S/DiiNT. 


;   OHNQUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
'     L\th  President  of  the   United 
tales,  was  honi  in  the  rural 
onie  of  his   honored   father, 
John  Adams,  in  Qaincy,  Mass., 
,   on  the  nth  cfj Illy,  T 7 67.   His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted 
oilh,  watched  over  his  cliildhood 
rin^   the  almost   constant   ab- 
sence of  his  father.      When    but 
eight  years  of  age,  he  stood  with 
'    his  mother  on  an  eminence,  lislen- 
iiig  to  the  booming  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bankets  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing np  from    ihe   conflagration   of 
Chailestown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he 
took  a  tearful  adieu  of  hii  mother, 
to  sail  with  liis  fattier  for  Europe, 
through  a  fleet  ol  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paiis,  where 
his  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  Lee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
ihe  notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  flattering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  liad  scarcely  returned  to  this 
cou,".try,  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad.  Again 
iol.n  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to;tudy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  Amsterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
lime,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
yea-s  of  age,  be  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  court,  as  his  private  secretar;^ 

Tn  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enobling 
''ulture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hambui^  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
ms  studies,  under  a  private  tutur,  at  Hague.    Thenci^ 


i)i  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  i.- 
Paris,  traveling  leisurely,  and  forming  acipiatntanct 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Coii'inei.t 
examining  arcfiitectiira!  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  again 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  ol 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temporal 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Aft.; 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  ana 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  lo  America.  To  a  imiliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  who  was  familiar  wiih  the  etiquette  of  courts,  9 
residence  with  his  father  in  London,  under  such  cir 
cumstances,  must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  lo  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  with  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  b*- 
able  lo  obtain  an  independent  supimrt. 

U|jun  leaving  Harvard  College,  at  iheageof  twentj" 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
|X)inled  by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  JJoston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  iiegotiatingacommercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Brilian.  After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  i: 
London,  he  proceeded  to  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  ?eft  the  Hague  to  go  lo  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  lo  Portugal, 
upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  wiih  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Beriin,  but  requestinj! 
him  to  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  lo  a:: 
American  lady  lo  whom  he  had  been  previously  en. 
gaged, — Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  in  london: 
a  lady  endownd  with  that  beauty  and  ihoss  acixiiii- 
piishment  which  eminunlly  filled  her  lomovc  in  tut 
elevated  sjihere  for  which  she  wm  t'l'S'iccd 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purixises  of  his  mission,  lie  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen  to 
I  he  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March  1804  His  reputation  his 
ability  and  h  pen  pi      d  1  d       ly 
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In  1809,  M  d  so 
idential  chai     a  d  h 
Qnincy  Adan     m 
ing  his  profes       h  p       H 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams 
dent.  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  lo 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Europe,  n 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  found. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  importai.t 
patt  of  his  studies,  it  was  his  rule  to  read  five 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed  Mr, 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  Uniled  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  yearsof  Mr.  Mon; 
roe's  administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  ':he  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
foi  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  campaign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty. 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr.' 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
:ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  ujxin 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
'Kc  past,  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright,  patriotic  man.  Tliere  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  lo  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  moie  uiiscriLpu- 
lously  and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
n     us  and  temperate  in  his  habits;    always  rising 
ly     nd  takingmuchexercise.  Whenat  his  homeiii 
Q        y,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast, 
miles  to   Boston.     In  Washington,  it  was  said 
1      i     was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighring  his 
fi  e  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  library 
f       I  ng  before  dawn. 
O     he  4th  of  March,    1829,  Mr.    Adams    reured 
f  he  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 

J  kso  1.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Prcsi- 
d  The  slavery  <iuestion  now  began   to   assume 

po  ous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  lo 
Q  >  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
abated zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  permitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  ho  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentarive,  lowering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
"the  old  man  eloquent."  U"ix)n  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Prol^ably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.  He  was  usually 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  tu 
leave  his  seat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
be  brought  forward  and  escape  his  scrutiny.  The 
battle  which  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly,  agains* 
the  proslavery  party  in  the  Government,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  [jersisting  in 
presenting  [leritions  for  the  abolirion  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury, 
with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
body  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  lapse  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  rejjeat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra)er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  aist  of  February,  184S,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  lo  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  lo 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  eml  of  earth  /"then  after  a  moment's 
pause  he  added,  "J  am  con/eiit''  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand    "Old    Man    Eloquent.' 
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SEVENTH  PRBSIBBNT. 


NDREVV  JACKSON,  the 
suveiilh  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in 
Waxhaw  settlement,  N.  C, 
March  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  his  father's  death.  His 
parents  were  |K»r  eraigranis 
from  Ireland,  and  took  ii|i 
their  alwde  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  poverty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
ersally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rougli,  rude,  turbulent  !x)y.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  1111- 
gainlj  ;  and  there  was  but  very 
lade  visible,  which  was  at- 

When  onlv  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
the  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  desperate 
Dlow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner, 
Andrew  raised  his  hand,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
hisdeath.  They  suffered  muchother  ill-treatment,  and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  m,    obtaining   their  exchange,  | 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illnjss. 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  soon 
left  him  enurely  friendless. 

Andrew  sup|X)rted  himself  in  various  ways,  s  ir:\-\  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  l.iyv  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  .attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788.  he  was  apjxjinlea 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  land,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supiTOsed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditionsof  the  divorce  had  just  l)een 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  asecond  time,  but  the  occur, 
rence  was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand, 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
sritution.  Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  enritled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  National  House  of  Representarives.  Andrew  Jack- 
son waschosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sssiioiis, — a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic pirty.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonapatie,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Washington,  wiiose 
second  term  of  office  was  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  coinmittee  drew  np  a 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jackson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
"  wise,  firm  and  patriolic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  his  State,  which  [wsition  he  held  fvir  six  years. 

When  the  war  <if  1812  with  Great  Britian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
ould  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con-' 
lerred  uixin  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Jackson 
jffeied  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  hundred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  trooi>s 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack i^iton  New  Orleans,  where  Gen  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hnndred  troops  to  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez ;  and  after  a  delay  of  sev- 
eral weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anything, 
!he  men  were  ordered  back  to  their  homes.  But  the 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  displayed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  bim 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  popular 
man  in  the  Staie.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  bim  the  nickname  of  "Old  Hickory." 

SoDii  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a"  part  as  second  in  a  due!,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
iivigering  upon  a  l)ed  of  s  uffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  bad  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  bone  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
one  of  the  bendsof  the  Talla)X)oaa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  tho'^sand  men,  Gen.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  amarch  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  th.^  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  ol 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  breast- 
work of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ampie  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  (iuarler.  When 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  light  those  who  en- 
deavored to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  ;is 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war.  The 
l)ower  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterriffic  slaughter, 
so  appalled  the  savages,  that  the  haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

This  closing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
centrate all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
campaign  to  so  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
was  appointed  major-general. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  came  from  Pensacola,  landed 
a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  tori, 
and  from  both  ship  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault.  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  lengih 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his  Utlh 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  very  arduous  campaign.  This  wor, 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numliered  about  four  thousand  men, 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  alxiui 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  Iwo  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of,Gen.'  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1833.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No  man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  wanner  friends.  At  the  expirarion  of  his 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
sou's   life   were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian    man. 
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ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  the 
I    eighth     President     of     the 
"  United  States,  was  horn  at 
Kiiiderhook,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
place,  July    24,    1862.      His 
l>ody  rests  in  the  cemetery 
at  Kiiiderhook.     Ahove  it  is 
a  plain  gianite    shaft  fifteen  feet 
high,  bearing  a  simple  inscription 
about  half  way  up  on  one   face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordeved 
or  unbounded  by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Bureii 
jrfiv,nianti<;  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
i,i  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  uneventful  in  those 
incidents  which  give  xest  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, as  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earhest  emigrants  from  Holland 
to  the  banks  of  the  Hudson.  His  father  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kiiiderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary  piety. 

Aq  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law,  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
yearsof  study  in  a  law-office  were  required  of  him 
l)efore  he  could  be  admitted  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
■I  lofty  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  jTOwers,  he  pur- 
sued his  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
opending  six  year*i  in  an  office  in  "-js    native  village. 


he  went  to  the  city  of  Wew  York,  and  prosecuted  lii» 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  yeais  ol 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil 
lage.     The  great  coi  11  d 

Republican  party  wa     h  g  1 

Buren  was  from  tlie  g       «  H 

periiaps,  imbibed  th  m  g 

many  discussions  w         h  d  d 

father's   hotel.      He  rd 

Jefferson,  and  earne  d  jo      d 

cause  of  State  Right  g  d 

eral    party    held  the      p  h         h  w 

and  State. 

His  success   and  g       P  d 

after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  ih. 
county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  years 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  tht- 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Ml. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomplishments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  ibe  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  ovei 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  yeai-s  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  t8is,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  gave  his  strenuous  support  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminstration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
[X)inted  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  the  capital  of  the  Stale. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
p.ominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
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tlie  montl  coumge  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  requite  tli.it  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  tlie  rLght  of 
governing  tlie  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  open 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  lie 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  property  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1821  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
native  State.  His  course  in  thi*  convention  secured 
tlie  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  ;msition  as  an  active  and  usefuHegislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quincy  Adams  beirg  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buten  was  re-elected  to 
ihe  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
termined opposer  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
'State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  proclivities  of  Mr.  Adams, 

Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governorof 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Probably  no  one  in  the  United 
States  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  Q. 
Adams  from  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Buren.  Whether 
entitled  to  the  reputation  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded througiiout  the  United  States  as  one  of  (he 
most  skillful,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  politicians. 
It  was  supposed  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
:o  touch  the  secret  spiingsof  action;  how  to  pull  all 
;he  wires  to  put  his  machinery  in  motion ;  and  how  to 
organize  a  pohtical  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
i:te,'''thily  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
these  powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
few  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President  he 
appointed  Mr.  Van  Buren  Secretary  of  Slate.  This 
position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  immediately 
appointed  Minister  to  England,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
refused   to    ratify  the  nomination,    and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  thai 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  7-eal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  probably  mure  than  any  other  cause, 
secured  his  elevation  lo  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen, 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
upon  him  the  jxiwer  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events. 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  lo  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  finally  the  great  commer- 
cial panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  te- election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  living  within  bis  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
competence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  ixjsitions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  respect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1841,  that  Mr,  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald^ 
he  still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 
resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life- 
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ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 
SON, ihe  nimh    President  of 
ilic    Uiiited  States,  was  bom 
It  Berkeley,  Va,  Feb.  9, 1773. 
His  father,   Benjamin   Harri- 
011,  was  ill  comparatively  0|)- 
iilent  circumstances,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  distinguished 
meti  of  his  day.      He  was  an 
intimate    friend    of     George 
W  ashiiigton,  w  as  early  elected 
a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,    and  was    conspicuous 
imo  ig  the  patriots  of  Virginia  in 
TLsisttng  the  encroachments  of  the 
Pntish  crown.     In  the  celebrated 
Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 
ri  ( n    and   John    Hancock    were 
I  olh  ca.ndidates  for  the  office  of 
s]  eiker. 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
iva    t  vice    re-elected.       His  son, 
J  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  -id\antages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  common-school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidne\  College,  where  he  graduated 
with  honor  sooi  fter  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
faen  repaired  to  PhiUdelphia  to  study  medicine  under 
the  instructions  of  Di  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Robert  Morns  l>oth  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 

iJ|x>n  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'e monstrances  of  his  friends,  he 
abandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
-laving  obtained  a  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


dent Washington,      H  h        I    t    rg   yer.rs   old. 

From  that  time  he  pa      d       d     llj    ipward  in  rank 
until  he  became  aid       C  1  W    j  le,  after   whose 

death  he  resigned  his  He  was  then  ai>. 

pointed  Secrelaryofth    N     I   w  Territory.  This 

Territory  was  then  eld  b         ne   member  in 

Congress  and  Capt.  H  |    sen  to  fill  that 

IKJsition. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  [wrtion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "The  Territory 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  Tlie  western  portion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory,"  Wi!.. 
liani  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap- 
pointed by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruierovcr  almost  as 
extensive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  ixjwers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  resixjnsible 
duries  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  apix>inted  to  this  office— first  hy  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adrainstratbn  there  were  but 
threewhitesetilementsin  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  weulth  and  traffic.  Oneof  thesesettlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  I^uisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  Ihe  third  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrisoh 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians,  Aboi 
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Ihe  year  1806,  two  cxtvaordiiuiry  mec,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  ruse  among  them.  Or.e  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "The  Crouching 
Panther;"  the  other,  Olliwiiclieca,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Inaian  warriov,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  wiiich  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  withtlic  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whiles  u^ion  Ihe  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
an  orator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree -tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
i  1  the  superstitions  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  superhuman  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  eiithusiastn  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  specially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Hanison  made  many  attempts  to  concihate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  1812,  his  army  began  its  march.  VVhen 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  appearance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harri-on  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  altitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations. Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise. 
His  troops  were  posted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
uiTon  theit  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
rest;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtrements  on,  his 
loaded  musket  by  his  side.and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  aj)d  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  j'ist  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whoop  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
»iis  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubtii.g  a 
speedy  and  an  entire  victory.  But  Gen,  Harrison's 
Iroops  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  arojnd  them 
until  day  dawned  ;  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  b.ayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  be- 
fore   them,    and    completely    routing    thp    foe, 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  dcsceiiding  from  the  Can  - 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  foiie  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  fnam  the 
forest,  searching  out  every  remote  fann-house,  burn- 
ing, plu.idcring,  scalpi;!g,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  re.sounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances,  Gov,  Harrison 
WM  appointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  Nortii-westeni  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
D-'troit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  bul 
tieneral  Harrison  was  foimd  equal  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
siionsibilities. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharing 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  while 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consiited  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supped  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

In  1S16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  of 
tlie  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio,  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  sixjkc,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  |X)werof  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  o\ 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  oneof  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen,  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  o( 
Mr,  Van  Buren'a  term,  he  was  re-nomirated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr,  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  ior  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated.  Gen  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  bet-n 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects  of  an  admin- 
istration more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April ;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  ^States, 
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OHN    TYLER,     the    tenth 
isidentof  the  United  States. 
"Ti  born  ill  Ciiiirles-cily 
Co    \-i    March  29, 1790,  H^ 
was  the  favored  child   of  af- 
fluence and  high   social    po- 
sitioi       ^t  the   early  age   of 
twelve  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
L 1 1  bcventeeu  years  old.  After 
^riduating,  he  devoted  him- 
self with   j,reit   assiduity  to   the 
si    Ij     of    law,    partly   with    his 
t  tl  ei    and   \  irtly  with  Edmund 
Kj  idoli  h  one  of  the  most  distiii- 
j,  islied  Kwjers  of  Virginia. 

Kx.  Ill  leteen  years  of  age,  ne 
i-onimenced  the  practice  of  law. 
Hi  access  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ish ig  It  IS  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
wai  scarcely  \  c^ise  on  the  dock- 
I  et  of  the  court  in  which   he  was 

tfcOt  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
.;r;itic  party,  and  warmly  advocated  the  measures  of 
Je^erson  and  Madison,  For  five  successive  years  he 
Wirs  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
un^j-uimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
iV-bly  with  the  Democratic  party,  opjxisiiig  a  national 
bank,  internal  Improvements  by  the  General  '"'Ovani-    I 


ment,  a  protective  tariff",  and  advocating  a  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
v]gil.iace  over  Stale  rights.  His  tabors  in  Congress 
uere  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  hj  foand  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  lo  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  [TOwerfuI 
in  promoting  public  works  of  great  utility.  Whh  a 
reputation  thus  canstanlly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes.  Governor  of  his 
native  Slate,  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.  His  [wpularity  secured  his  re-election. 
John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  A  [xirtion  of  the  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  brought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
popularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tyler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  he  joined  iha  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  opjiosed  the  tatifl";  he  sjxike  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional;  he  stren- 
uously opposed  all  restrictions  upon  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  opjxisition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  record 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed, 

RetumiDg  lo  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  :pl:t  in  the  Deigocratic 
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/.irty.  His  friends  sdll  regarded  him  :is  a  true  Jef- 
iersoiiian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  siiowered  con][)li- 
iiieiiis  uiK)ii  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  tieen  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
.seqiience  of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resujned  t!ie  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  liimselfto  the  culture  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
took  his  seal  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 

By  the  Southern  Wiiigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
jSjg,  The  majority  of  votes  wer^  given  to  Gen.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disappointmentof 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. It  was  well  known  tliat  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  party  in  the  Noith  :  but  the  Vice 
President  has  but  very  httle  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
l)ened  that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  In  one  short  month  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thus -;und  himself,  to  his  own  surprise  and  that  of 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chiir.  This  was  a  new  test  of  the  stability  of  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  out 
country  that  such  an  event  had  occured.  Mr.  Tyler 
was  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
unexpected  tidings  of  the  death  of  President  Harri- 
son. He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  6th  of 
April  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  responsible 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  ix>sition  of  exceeding 
delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  longlife  he  had  been 
op|X)sed  tc  the  main  principles  of  the  party  which  had 
brought  him  into  power.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, hoHL-t  man,  with  an  unblemished  record. 
Gen.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  them,  and  thus  sutround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  opix>se  all  those 
/lews  which  (he  Whigs  deemed  essentia!  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare?  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
i-elected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  recconimanded  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  would  guide  and 
bless  lis. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days' delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.       He  auegested,  however,  that  he  A'ould 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon  such  a  plan  as  he 
proiKJsed.  Such  a  hill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  submitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  was  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
it  is  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M, 
Hotts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exullingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  amis.  The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  All  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  Congress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  jxilitical  alliance 
l)etween  the   Whigs    and    President   Tyler  were   at 

Srill  the  President  attempted  to  conciUate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 
Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong  party 
men.  Mr.  Webster  soon  fou  nd  it  necessary  to  resign, 
forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.  Thus 
the  four  years  of  Mr.  Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 
tion passed  sadly  away.  No  one  was  satisfied.  The 
land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vituperation.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more, 
however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 
old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his  term, 
he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support  of  Mr. 
Polk,  the  Democratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
probably  to  his  own  unsjieakable  lelief  His  first  wife. 
Miss  Letiria  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  184a ; 
and  in  June,  T844,  PresidentTylei  wasagain  married, 
at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia  Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  personal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est, Charies-city  Co,,  Va.  A  polished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
books  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  powers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unnsual  attractions.  Witli  sufficient 
means  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
policy  had  helped  to  introduce. 
_  When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State., 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  ("al- 
honn  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress : 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  b" 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
onre  presided,   be   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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!  AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 
'aPresident  of  the  Ui;i ted  States, 
s  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
'  N.  C.,Nov.  2,  1795.  His  [jar- 
\  ents  were  Samuel  und  Jane 
(Knox)  Potk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  jjlace,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  ar.d  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Polk  famly,  Samnd  Polk  emi- 
grated some  two  or  three  hnndved 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
of  the  Dnck  River.  Here  in  the 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
which  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
T}  Co.,  they  reared  their  los;  hnis, 
and  established  their  homes.  In  the 
haidtoil  of  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  P^ilk  spent  the 
eaily  years  of  his  childhood  and 
youth.  His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit cf  a  surveyor  to  that  of  a  farmer, 
'  gradually  increased  in  wealth  until 

he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of  strong  comn-.cn 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  developed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
[irinciples  of  morahty.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  not  bo  able  to  endure  a 


M 


If 


sedentary  life,  got  a  situation  for  him  behind  the 
counter,  hoping  tu  fit  hiui  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappoint ment.  He 
had  no  lasle  for  these  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  he  sent  liim  to  Murfreesboro  Academy.  With 
ardor  which  coi\ld  scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  twoandalialf 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chape! 
Hill,  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a  religious 
service. 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honors,  be- 
ing deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class,  lioth  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  a.ssidnity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  be  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Poll; 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  been 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  jwliti- 
cal  faith.  He  was  a  jwpular  public  speaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  iqion  lo  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  i«pulaily  called  the  Napoleon  of  the  slum)i. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial   aid 
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ajurterus  in  his  bearing,  and  witli  that  sympathetic 
natu-^  in  the  jojsand  griefs  of  others  which  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1S23,  Mr.  Pollt  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Heie  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  hira, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  3 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  Constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he  was  con- 
tinuec'in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  witiidrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
meroSer,  a  frequent  and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was 
alwnys  in  his  seat,  always  courteous;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  [»int,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  I'olk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused, 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  but  Mr.  Polk  jier- 
formed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  was 
jiassed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew,  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk,  as  a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State.  He  was 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  i4tb  of  Octo- 
ber, 1839,100k  the  oath  ofoffice  at  Nashville.  In  184  r, 
his  term  ofoffice  expired,  and  he  was  again  the  can- 
didate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  P'^^''  "'^^  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  countryinfavorofthe  annexation  of  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  the  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
^d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passixirts  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
<;eived  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with  tlie 
Other  States.  In  the  meantime.  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  coiLntry.  He  v^as 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundaiy  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  .learly 
two  hundred  miles  further  wesi,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  01: 
the  western  banks. 

The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wa] 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk,  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  amiy  was  first 
called  one  of  "observation,'  then  of  "occupation,' 
then  of  "  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey,  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  sixiils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands. 
We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexico  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territory  equal  to  nine  States  of  the 
sizeof  New  York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right:  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  expended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  lo  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  [849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor,  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  year.s 
of  tranquility  and  happiness  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  uji 
the  Valley  of  the  Mis.^issippi.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1849,  in  (he  fiflv-fourlh 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  countrymen. 
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TWELFTH  PRESIDENT. 


'  ACH\RY  TAYI.OR,  twelfth 
l^^Presidentof  the  UiiU<;d  Stiites, 
b  born  on  the  24th  of  Nov., 
1784  111  Orange  Co.,  Va.  His 
father  Colonel  Taylc 
a,  'V  ir^inian  of  note,  and  n  dis- 
}  tintjUished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Zuchacy 
Vii~,  an  infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
the  pathless  wilderness,  a  few 
nilea  from  l^aisville.  In  this  fcont- 
er  home  away  from  civilization  and 
.11  Its  refinements,  yaung  Zachary 
rijLild  enjoy  but  few  ocnl  md  ediLcational  advan- 
tages. When  si\  years  of  at,e  he  attended  a  common 
school,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  Iwy, 
father  remarkable  for  bhintness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  on  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army ;  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harrison.on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
'.ed  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


many  of 

Eady  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
nd  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possihle  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
wavinga  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  the  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
to  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down  ;  the  savages  disajipeared.  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  amis.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoop  burst  from  a  thousand  lips 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  post.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cap- 
ture, death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
ture. No  pen  can  describe,  r.o  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  at  every  jwint, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  witli  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  MajorTaylor  was  placed 
insiLch  situations  that  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depths  of  the 
ttilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  biLt  little 
10  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
i   best  could.     There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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teliectaal  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty  four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
beyond  the  limits  of  liis  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  tiy  treaty, 
iiat"  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
heic  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  ,he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
jimidst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen,  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
;,iid  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  r846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
being  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation,  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
ihz sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.' 

Tlie  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
^Vhig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 
bred, honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for- the 
(-residency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  toil;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  al!  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  |x>litics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
<]. Mr  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose   name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste  re- 
marked, "  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
writer  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  suiTerings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless- energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba  ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  political  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  little 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  ^th  of  July,  1850. 
His  last  woids  were,  "I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  respected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un  ■ 
pretending  man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people ;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

Gen.  Scott,  who  was  thoroughly  actiuainted  with 
Gen.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  danghng  from  an  out- 
side  [Mcket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  {perhaps  somethingworse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
'touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  Dil- 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  short 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  comfot:ar-  >-■■'••, 
saving  contempt   for  learnirg  of  eveiy  kind. 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
teenth Presideiitof the  United 
States,    was  born  at  SuQiioer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humble  cir- 
rumslances.     Of  his  mother,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  AbiatharMillard, 
of  Piitsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
said  that  she  [xissessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
]iosit:on,  graceful  manners  and  ex- 
(juisite  sensibihties.      She   died    in 


ehers. 


young  man  of  distinguished  [>rom- 
- ;,  ihough  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained. 

Li  consequence  of  the  secluded  honie  and  hniited 
[Tieans  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender  ad- 
vanta£;es  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The  com- 
mon schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended  weie 
very  imperfect  nistilutions;  and  l)Ook.s  were  scarce 
£,nd  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  mdicate  the  brilhant  career  u])oii  which  he 
was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a  plain  fanner's  boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted,  The  sacred 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible, 
a!id  had  laid  ibe  foundations  of  an  upright  character. 
When  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  father  sent  him 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  the  mill  there  was  a  small  villiage,  vvlicr«  some 


enterprising  m 
village  library. 


This  proved 
mg  Fillmore,  His  even 
Soon  every  l 


;d  the  collection  of  a 
n  inestimable  blessing 
igs  were  si>entiii  read- 
occupied  V.  ith 
Ixioks.  His  thirst  fur  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  conthiually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  be  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  lo  Ihmsclf,  a  welbin formed. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  ]>ersonal  appearance 
and  cf  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hapi>ened  tha". 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  Ibe  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Waiter 
Wood,— who  was  struck  uitli  the  pre])Ossessing  ap- 
pearance (jf  young  Fillmore.  He  made  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
atiainmenls  that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  bi.s 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
r.o  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
him  iliat  he  kindly  offered  (o 
office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
Most  gratefully  the    generous 


so  much  confidence  i 
take  bini  into  his  owi 
money  as  he  needed, 
offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  1 
A  collegiate  edi 


ids  a  strange  delusion  about 
A  joung  man  is  sup;,osed  to 
iberally  educated  if  he  has  giuduated  at  some  col- 
lege. ]!ut  many  a  lioy  loiters  through  university  bal-  ■ 
•*nd  thi.'n  enters  a  law  office,  who  is  by  no  means  s,e 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tejise  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  v/as 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Co.nmon  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
i>p]X)rtunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  foitune  or  in  fame. 
Here, in  the  year  i8z6,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill, — Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention,  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  in 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  iSzg, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  Yotk,  as  a  representative  from  Erie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  his  vote  aud  his  sympathies  werewith 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  helpless  minority  in  the 
Legislature ,  still  the  testimony  comes  from  all  parties, 
Ihat  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degrie  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  rSjz,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  that  troubled 
irena  in  some  of  the  most  tumoltuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  deiwsits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  ill  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  him  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uixin  the  public  good.  Every 
measure  received  his  impress, 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he  was  elected  Comptroller  of    the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislalure,  in 
Congress  and  as  Couiptroller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  fur  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dei.t  at  the  approaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  liumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  iiiHuence  of  these  considerations,  the 
namesof  Zacbary  Taylor  ard  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
President  and  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  '849, 
Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated  President,- and  Millard 
Fillmore  Vice-President,  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
stitution, Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. Heapjiointed  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mt.  Fillmore  had  very  serious  difficulties  tocontend 
with,  since  the  opjxjsition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  everything  in  his  [wwer  to  conciliate 
the  .South ;  but  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
the  inadequacy  of  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  ]X)pulation  of  the  free  States  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was.  in- 
evitable that  the  power  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  compromise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Expedition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr,  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
redrement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  raosdy  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  Ihat 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring (o  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
FiHmore  kept  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Bulifalo.  N-  V.,  March  8,    1874. 
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RANKLIN  PIERCE,  tht 
rteenth  President  of  the 
f  United  States,  was  born  in 
Hillsborough.  N.  H.,  Nov. 
1804.  His  father  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  who, 
with  his  own  strong  arm, 
hewed  out  a  home  in  the 
wilderness.  He  was  a  man 
of  inflexible  integrity-;  of 
strong,  though  uncultivated 
■"  mind,  and  an  unconipromis- 
i  g  Democrat.  The  mother  of 
Fr-i  ikUn  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
CO  Id  desire,— an  intelligent,  pru- 
de It,  affectionate.  Christian  wom- 
■;  IS  tl  e  sixth  of  eight  children, 
s  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-heatted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  yo\nig.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
l)y  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  speakingkind words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  i^ieculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  iirecocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-developed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Mc  He  was 
one  of  the  most  iiopular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  cf  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


Franklm  v 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  peculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied:  it  was  the  simple  outgushing  of  his 
oivn  mat;nanimous  and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,in  the  year  1824,  FrankUn  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  Slate,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  the  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  pubhc  man,  and  thebriUiant 
political  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
10  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  sj^eaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  iS.^3,  at  the  age  of  Iwenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress,  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associatad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  memberin 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  wnich  her  husband  was  honoicd,    Of  the 
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three  sons  who  were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  wUh 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  njxin  his  accession  to  office,  appointed 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  timedcclined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  'I'he  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  jwrtion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  im[3orlant  part  in  this  war,  proving  him- 
self a  brave  and  trne  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  hi',  oppo- 
nents. He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
vcrj  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in  [Mhticdques 
tions,  giving  his  cordial  support  to  the  pro  slaveiy 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  1  he  compromisi. 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  ipproval  and  ht 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcement  of  the  mfa 
mous  fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocKed  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin 
guished  as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles  ' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  South  tonse 
rpiently  regarded  bim  as  a  man  whom  the\  could 
•afely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  theit  plans 

On  the  i2th  of  June,  1852,  the  Bemocratic  convtn 
lion  met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Tresidency.  For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
r.;id  in  thirty-five  ballolings  no  one  had  obtained  a 
two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the  Virginia  delegation 
brought  forward  his  name.  There  were  fourteen 
more  baliotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate.  (leii.  Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.  Only  four  States— Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky  and  Tennessee  —  cast  their 
electoral  votes  against  him  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stontiy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.  The  controversy  be 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminating  [xjint.  It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and  that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."  President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate 
the  South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  eveiy 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  Iwrne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  President 
Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four-years'  term 
of  office,  'i'he  North  had  become  thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.  Tlie  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  grej.t  outrages,  had  been  rapidly  increasing;  all' 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of  President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his  ad- 
ministrative acts,  Theslaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  of  the  fidelity  with  which  he  had  advo- 
c  ited  those  measure  of  Government  which  Ihey  a^j- 
proved,  and  perhai  also  feel  g  that  he  had 
rendered  himself  so  ix)[  1  r  io  longer  to  be 
able  acceptably  to  se    e  II  e  ngratefuily  dropped 

hmi,  and  nominated  Jan  e    B  cha  an  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  Ma  1  857  P  esident  Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.  Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and  his  only  surviving  child  had  been 
kihed  before  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
1  idles,  was  rapidly  sinking  in  consumption.  The 
h  jur  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and  he  was  left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which  di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave  his  sympathies  to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had  ever  been 
allied.  He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment. He  continued  to  reside  in  Concord  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  October, 
1869.  Hr;  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of 
men,  an  honored  communicant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Gen  ■ 
erous  to  a  fault,  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  al- 
leviation of  suffering  and  want,andnianyof  his  towns ■ 
people  were  often  gladened  by  his  material   bounty. 
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AMES  J5UCHANAN,  (lie  fif- 
teeiitl)  I'resident  of  the  United 
c:s,   was  Iwirn    ii\   a   small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridge  of  the   Alleghu- 
,  ill  Franklin  Co.,  Penn.,  on 
tie    3d  of  April,  1791.  Tlie;>lace 
whe  e   the  humble    cabin   of  his 
fa  !  er   stnod    was    called     Stony 
er.     It  was    a    wild    and  ro- 
c  sj)0t  in  a  gorge  of  the  inoiin- 
a  ith  towering  summits  rising 

grandly  all  around.  His  father 
was  a  ;;ative  of  tlie  north  of  Ireland ; 
a  [xx)r  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
1783,  with  little  pro|>erty  save  his 
own  strong  anus.  Five  years  afterwards  he  iriarried 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  resijectable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunged  into  the  wilder- 
ness, staked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-lmt,  opened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  per- 
form his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  was  born,  he  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  iutellecmai 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  yeatsof  age,  his 
father  removed  to  the  village  of  Mercersbnrg,  where 
his  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
courseof  study  in  English,  Latin  and  Greek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  took  his  stand  among 
the  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
to  study  was  intense,  and  yet  bis  native  powers    en- 


abled him  to  master  the  most  abstruse  suhjects  w:  '- 
facility. 

In  the  year  iSog,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  clasi.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  ct 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sport,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  How  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1812,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Very  rapidly  he  rose 
in  his  profession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  lawyers  of  the  Stale.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  su.-- 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate  ore  of  the 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  <.<( 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  generally 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  bar;  and 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  bad  a  more  bi- 
crative  practice. 

In  1820,  he  rekctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  w.is  elected,  and  for 
ten  years  he  remained  amember of  the  Lower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profession,  having  ac- 
quired an  ampie  fortune. 

Gen,  Jackson,  nixiu  his  elevation  to  the  Presidenc/, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  his  mission  he  performed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Upon  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  States 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  liis  associates,  Webster, 
Clay,  ^Vright  and  Calhoun,  He  advocated  the  meas- 
iires  proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  making  repri- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  thai  country ;  and  defended  tlie  course 
of  tlie  Pcesident  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  tlie  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Upon  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  He:iry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  dejxisits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  ihey  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  "  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
Stales  where  it  now  exists." 

U|)on  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mt. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troops  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  declaration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  pursued  in  that 


Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  pBrpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugiiive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
ujion  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr, 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  conven- 
tion nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.  All  the  friends  of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the  enemies  of  slavery,  re- 
reived  114  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
174,  and  was  elected.  The  popular  vote  stood 
1,340,618,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On 
March  4th,    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  fat  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
vears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
alhed  in  jxilitical  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered      He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  op[jose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oalh  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws 
he  could  not,  without  perjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

TheopiMnents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration 
nominaied  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  I'residenrial  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  Ihe  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Cai>itol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  territori'  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slaver]' 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willingtoofi"erthem 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  professed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention upon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  insriturion. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholderj 
claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  power  to  prevent  it,  one  of 
tlie  most  pitiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enforce  il- 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  whii  1^ 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  'I'l.i- 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  will, 
his  hand  ujTOn  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed.  "Tl-'. 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i86o;  nearly 
three  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flagwas  raised  in  Charleston;  FortSumpter 
was  besieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized;  our  depots  of  military  stotes  were  plun- 
dered; and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked -for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  vi'hen  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  cannot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame, 
that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  its  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
from  his  lips  to  indicate  his  wish  that  our  country's 
banner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebellior, 
H'"  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,  June   1,   1868. 
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BRAHAM  LINCOLN,  the 
s  xteentli  President  of  the 
'United  States,  was  liom  in 
Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
809.  About  the  year  1780,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his 
ily  and  moved  into  the  tiieu 
vldsof Kentucky.  Onlytwo years 
after  tliis  emigration,  still  a  young 
ma  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field  was  stealthily  aijpro:;ched  by 
I  d  an  and  shot  dead.  His  widow 
.  extreme  [wverty  with  five 
1  ttle  clildren,  three  boys  and  two 
g  1  Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
bo  s  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
f  tl  e  death.  This  Thomas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  the 
'  President  of  the  United  States 
iv!ior,c  naniL-  must  henceforth  fo'-ever  be  enrolled 
ivi;h  tin;  must  prominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
Of  course  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  line  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
Hie  ]X)oiestof  the  iTOor.  His  home  was  r.  wretched 
l.JL,' -cabin;  his  food  ihe  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Edication  he  had  none;  he  conld  never  either  read 
1-ir  .■.  vite.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
liimself,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  ihc  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  out  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
.e^s,  wandering  boy,  seeking  work.  He  Hired  him- 
self out,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
?iborerin  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenty  eight  years  of  age  he  built  a  log- 
rnbin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  jKXir  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
■uroman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
a  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
"  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  esclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "I  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana,  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  leach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  obtain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  ic 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  uaual  lot  of  humanity.  There  were  joys  and 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sistei 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderiy  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
soon  died.  The  family  was  gradually  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830. 
and  emigrated  to  Macon  Co.,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  thi;- 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  theii 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  corn,  whe:i 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Litdedid  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  ol 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  became 
strictly  tem[ierate;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi 
eating  liquor  to  pass  his  lips  And  he  had  read  \\\ 
God's  word,  "Thou  shah  not  tike  the  n-ime  of  the 
Lord  thv  God  in  vain;"  and  a  profane  expression  ho 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Rehgion  he  revered  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  uncontammated  by  a 
single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  tmie  as  a  hired  laborei 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  down 
Ihe  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thenre  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans-  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfacticn  to  his  employers.      In  this  adveii 
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tare  his  employers  were  so  well  pleased,  that  uiwn 
his  return  they  placed  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

Ill  1831,  at  theouthrealcofthe  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enlisted  and  was  cliosen  captain  of  a  company.  He 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  23 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appoiuiment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  surveying,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
wallced  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  Ijooks,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  tlie  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  tlie  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  he  was 
GOon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  the  ciicuit. 
*  In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincoln  and  Mr,  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  question. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  in  Ilhnois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  once  became 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party.  Mr.  Lincoln's 
speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator  Douglas  in  the  con- 
test in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  form  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
ilavcry  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  ground  of 
-he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr,  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  i6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  voles 
were  thrown.  William  H,  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  h-id  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  tlie  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  wliijh  that  nomination  doomed  himr 
and  ashttledid  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
10  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  worid,  and  which  would  give  him 
aplacein  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
cnly,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  vas  jwured  upon  this   good 


and  merciful  mar.,  especially  by  the  slavejiolders,  was 
greater  than  upon  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  [hi-; 
high  ixjsition.  In  February,  1861,  Mr.  Lincoln  starleii 
for  Washington,  stop\iing  in  all  tlie  large  cities  on  his 
way  making  speeches.  The  whole  journey  wasfroughi 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  \\\^\\  his  arrival  to"get  up  a  row," 
and  iu  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  to 
take  him  from  Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  ar 
unexpected  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  a' 
half-past  ten ;  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communi- 
cation on  the  part  ot  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  ha^ 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincoln 
reached  VVashinglon  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opjxments  before  the  convention  he  gave 
important  iiositions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  ujxm  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  resjwnsibihties  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  ta> 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability  to  meet,  and  in 
his  own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  eady  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
determining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials,  bn'h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  guard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  bad  been 
made  fjr  his  assassination, and  he  at  last  fell  a  vicrim 
to  oneof  thern.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords'  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
Grant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, witli  his  characterisric  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disappointment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  morning  at  seven  o'clock. 
Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
plunged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 
Strong  men  met  in  the  streets  and  wept  in  siieechless 
anguish.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  nation  was 
in  tears.  His  was  a  life  which  will  fitly  become  a 
model.  His  name  as  the  savior  of  his  country  «-:;i 
live  with  that  of  Washington's,  its  father;  his ci>untry- 
mci  being  unable  to  decide    which  is    tHe  greater. 
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I  NDREW  JOHNSON,  seveii- 
1  teenth  President  of  the  United 
"States.  The  early  life  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  recfird  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friendlessness.  He 
'  was  born  December  zg,  i8oS, 
1  Raleigh,  N.  C,  His  parents, 
belonging  to  the  class  of  tlie 
'■poor  whites  "of  the  South,  were 
such  circumstances,  that  they 
ouM  not  C7nf!r  L^-'er.  the  slight- 
e  dvantages  of  education  upon 
lei  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
J  ea  s  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
1  e  oncally  endeavoring  to  save  a 
friend  fron  dov  g  ''niilten/e.irs  of  age,  Andrew 
jiras  a  ragged  boy  d.Dou  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  hs  notle  vho  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own     a  ds 

He  the  hav  ng  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
ind  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gentleman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  frorn  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  sfates- 
men.  Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  apphed  himself  to  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- work  men, 
ieamed  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.      The  owner, 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book, 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  y.. 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  houi-s 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatio.-  to  devote  such  time    sis   he    could    to 

He  went  to  Tennessee  m  1826,  and  located  af 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pus 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  hs 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  In  1828,  he  or. 
ganized  a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tervnes- 
see.  He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
1840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  Tan 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  thos^ 
of  Gen.  Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  mucli 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  r84i,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years.  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resiwnsible  posi- 
tions, he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  abi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
tlie  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  Jiis 
reason,  that  he  thonght  this  annexation  would  prob- 
ably prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  population  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  supported  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  which 
were,  that  the  white  i:>eople  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  foe  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  .''ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
3oi!Lh  ]>ersonswho  attempted  lo  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  ofhis  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  I  do  not  forget 
that  I  am  a  mechanic ;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  iSoo,  ne 
Kras  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  piir|X)se  of  the  South- 
;rn  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
itand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Ten ne see.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  Match  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.  In 
1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  r5, 
1S65,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  r/:nished;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  beai  with  its  enemies ;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  inconsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to.  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everything  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginning  of  1868,  on  account  of  "high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the  trial  began  March  23. 
It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  it^  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty -four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  neces- 
sary to  his  condemnation,  lie  was  pronounced  ac- 
quitted, notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  ira])eachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  terra,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotentlj", 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgotten. 
The  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  Gree4iville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
politics  until  1875.  On  Jan.  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislsiture  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  specii^ 
session  convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  sth  of, 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  g  ou  he  Ith,  but  on  reach- 
ing the  residence  of  h  s  hid  1  e  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralys  s  e  de  g  h  m  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasirnally  bu  fin  lly  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  3t,  aged         y  jears.      His  fun- 

eral was  attended  at  C     n    lie  on    he  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect 
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LVSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
}  eighteenth  President  of  the 
e  United  States,  was  born  on 
'  the  29th  of  April,  1822,  of 
Christian  parents,  in  a  humble 
^  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
his  father  moved  to  George- 
town, Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
lote  frontier  hamlef,  Ulysses 
^l.elved  1  common-school  edu- 
ation  \t  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, m  the  \eir  1839,  he  entered 
the  Mill  a.ry  Aridemy  at  West 
Point  Kere  he  was  regarded  as  a 
ioiid,  sensible  )Dung  mih  of  fair  abilities,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  aUjut  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  In  the  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Two  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
-ndians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
lent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
!br  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resacade  la  Palnia,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
.ne  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anin=.al,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent,  with  the  fourth  infantry, 
10  aid  Gen,  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
prei)aration  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pul  tepee. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned witli  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  famier.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111,  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  armyi  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  todis«:harge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  iword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capilal  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  a  desk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  thatwas  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.    ,  On  the  isih  of 
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June,  t86i,  Capt.  Grant  received 
Coloiiel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  array,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  tJie  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo,  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pus'iing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-Gen  era],  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
Dushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksbut^,  where  Gen.  Pemberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  bad  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 
Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pra- 
ceeded  to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thiown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  tJien  rusJied  to  the  aid 
of  Gens,  Rosecrans  and  Thomasat  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North,  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  Ihe  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
mid  enter  upon  '.Ijp  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  ol 
ihe  army  toconcentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy iIk  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  trampof  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  '*'ith  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  wiiich  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865, 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen, 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  country  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair.  ■ 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
whichmet  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  t^-j2, 
placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast    for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen.  Grant 
started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.  He 
visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 
and  was  everywhere  received  with  such  ovations 
and  demonstrations  of  respect  and  honor,  private 
as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 
bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  rc- 
nominatioti  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  In  the  broWage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitentiary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  os 
General  of  the  Array  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrbus  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B,  HAYES, 
nineteenth  President  of 
f  the  United  States,  was  bom  in 
iware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  1822,  al- 
t  three  months  after  the 
'  death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hiyes  His  ancestry  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honoriible  char- 
icter  It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
I'j  far  back  as  1280,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
tains, fighting  side  by  side  with 
BaJiol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
'  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
caneovtitaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
land in  i6iio,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  wat.  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  liJe.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  his  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Eaekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724.  and  was  a  manufac- 
turerof  scythed  at  Bradford,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
son  of  Ezekielaiid  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
born  inNew Haven,  in  August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  he  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1813,  to  Sophia 
Birchatd,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich, 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  foimders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  stock- 
ing, or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  tnat  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  not  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
mined  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  1817.  He  died  July  22,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son, of  whom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver-- 
mont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  very  w?ak,  and  the 
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subject  01  this  sketch  was  so  feebte  at  birtli  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  jnoiitli  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  tliatthe  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
1:1  airing  from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
last  night.''  On  one  occasion  a  neighbor,  who  was  on 
fimiliar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
l>oy's  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
liai,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right!  Stick  to 
iiim.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  1  shouldn't 
vonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

"  You  need  not  laugh,"  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  "  You 
vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
?reiident  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  imiversal  predictions  of  his  speedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  lie  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  wjut  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
:  :ster  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  aluiost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
(lis  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dispo- 
iition,  and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
■rf others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deepest  interest 
m  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  healtli  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  good  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  but  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,3!  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities  for  study  m 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
jidmitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorn ey-at -law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
fession. 

\c\  1S49  he  irtoved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events, -occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  powerful  influence  upon  his  subse- 
quent 'ife.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
dnnati  Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as  '^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F,  Noyes,  and  many 
others  Irardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
everybody  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  lionor  upon  American  woman 
Jiood.  The  Literary  Cluo  brought  Mr.  Haye^  ?nto 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulne;s  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  rf 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  d 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Co'jncil 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1861,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  al: 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  l;f_.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  -an 
arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  ard  illustrious.  In 
October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  ygih  Ohio 
regiment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle 
of  South  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  displayed  courage  iind  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-General.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Major-General,  "forgallanl  and  distinguished  services 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864.  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  his  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long  been  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importuned  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  array  ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  until  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  He  was  re-elected  in  r866. 

\"i  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohics 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat, 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
H«  was  elected  Governor  for  tha  third  term  in  r875. 

in  1876  he  was  the  standard  beater  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
augurated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  admin "atration  was  an  average  nv-.-^ 
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AMES  A.  GARFIELD,  twen- 
tieth Presidentof  tlie  United 
States,  was  born  Nov.  19, 
1831,  in  tlie  woods  of  Orange, 
Ciiynhoga  Co  ,  O  His  par- 
ents -were  Abram  and  Fliza 
(Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New 
Engl  ind  ancestn  and  from  fami- 
lies well  known  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  that  bettion  ut  our  coun- 
tr>,but  hid  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment, 
lis  The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
born  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
I  poor  Ohio  facraeis  of  that  day.  It 
.sabout  20x50  feet,  builtof  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
,v/een  the  logs  filled  with  clay.  His  father  was  a 
lard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
cleared,  an  orchard  ijlaiUed,  and  a  log  barn  built 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
£heir  four  children— Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
lames.  In  May,  1823^  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
tracted in  helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire  died.  At 
this  time  James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  his  biothers 
toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  sue 
ceeding  his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sis- 
.  ters  live  in  Solon,  0.,  near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  ol 
them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wo.od.  or  did  anythmg  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  he-tr..^gles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 


sether  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fiiund  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
L reeted  as  ever.  The  [xjorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the 
sympithy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  wilt  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  ulain, 
modest  gentleman. 

1  he  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
I  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vesse',  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finillj  consented  to  his  going  io  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
some  other  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  10  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
Afier  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trymi; 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  Ins  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  Heic- 
mained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen 
home,  and  attended  the  seminary  at  Chester  for 
about  three  vears,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  otschoolin 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  1  his  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Chnst  in  :85o,  ol 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  Ijecame 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  then  became  both  teacher  and  pup!.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  moru  ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  18^4,  heentered  Williams  College,  from  whi-^h 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  Iv..  - 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  slated,  he  early 
united  wilh  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
ber, often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  of 
Vale  College,  says  of  him  in  reference  to  hisrehgion: 
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"President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  lo  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  beiiig,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
.iiy  judgment  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
nis  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  lo  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion:  Not  many  of  the  few  'wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyally  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  tme 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
;)iurch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  wliich  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
'arian  charity  for  all  'who  loveour  Lord  in  sincerity.'" 

Mr,  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfieldmade  his  first  ^litical  speeches  in  1S56, 
rn  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  r86i  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
r4,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavaln',  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
'.Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomphshed,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army."  He  was  with  Gen,  Buell's  army  at  Shiloli, 
in  itsoperations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  memberof  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff." 

The  military  liistory  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Geif  Garfield  was 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men— Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  ihe  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Ther«  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  "  Sinct 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  which 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  u 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whicL 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu- 
ment on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Jan.  r4,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  i88r,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
day  it  grew  in  favo,  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutdng  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  nofurther 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
"  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons— how  to  live  grandly  inihe 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept. 
19,  1883,  at  Elheron,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and'exe- 
cuted,  in  one  year  after  he  committod  the  f<mi  deed 
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I  HESTER  A.  ARTHUR, 
)  twenty-first  Presi-^-wUi  of  the 
r  United  States,  was  born  in 
Frjnklm  Cour.ty,  Vermont,  on 
the  fifthofOdober,  1830,  aadis 
the  oldest  of  a  family  of  two 
5  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  aBaptJslcI'.cgyman,whi. 
emigrated  to  th'.s  country'  from 
the  county  Ant.ira,  Ireland,  in 
IS  18th  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  near  Albany,  after  a 
long  and  successful  ministry- 
Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  College,  S(  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
ter his  graduation  he  taught  school 
1  Vermont  for  two  years,  and  at 
'  the  expiration  cf  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $500  in  his  jxjcket, 
littered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
),  Culver  as  student.  After 
I  being  admitted  to  the  bar  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Henry  D.  Garfiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
in  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
in  the  Western  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
but  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  out  their  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success- 
ful career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
soon  afterward  tnarpfd  the  daughter   of  Lieutenant 


Herndon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displ  ij  ed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebrity 
in  his  first  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon, 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  liowl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  Genera!  of  that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
Wm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  race. 

Anothef  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings, 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  her  fare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  r 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  tlie  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Inspec- 
tor General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr, 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leadmg  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
?o,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen,  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  i88o.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  thecontinent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  '3ading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  Arthur,  They  were  inaugurated 
ijlarch  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
A  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering, — those  moment*  of 
s  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like.  During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr. 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  lo  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  hJs  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  £,ssume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept,  2o,  1881,  The  position  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  h  -•  would  do 
what  policy  he  would  pursue       d  w      d 

lect  as  advisers.    The  duties  ffi  d         n 

greatly  neglected  during  the  P      d  g  s, 

and  many  im[X)rtant  measure  b  d        y 

decided  by  him ;  and  still  farth  nb      is    h      h 

did  not  fail  to  realize  under      ha  n        h 

became  President,  and  knew  h  g  y 

this  point.  Under  these  trying  P      d 

Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  w 

hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  o  d    o    of 

affairs,  he  happily  surprised    h  n  g 

wisely  that   but  few   critici    d  dm        a 

He  served    the  nation  well      d 
close  of  his  administration,  &        h         88  d 

a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 


,.edb,  Google 


,  Google 


JyT-irLM''  CJ-t-i^-C^d^iy^Jf 


,  Google 


TWENTY-SECOND  PRESIDENT. 


TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 
I  AND,  the  twenty- second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  Ihe  obscure 
town  of  Caldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N  J.,  and  in  a  little  two-and-a- 
h.ilf-story  white  house  which  is  still 
inding,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  hunble  birth-place  of  one  of 
Amen*,a's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origiij  and  born  in  the  cradle  01 
Health  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
father,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
(>y  way  o;  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
'arger  field  of  work,  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
I'ompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old-fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
manner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-sup|x>rting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  tima  in  Fayette/ille  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  iiis  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  liis  services 
the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved  trustivorthy  he  was  to 
receive  $ioo  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced his  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
had  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
iliat  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in. 
definite  length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "flashes  of  genius"  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville, he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Uiica, 
N.  V,  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  position  of  "  under-teacher"  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  foi  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
ne  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
ihpre  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
»sk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
slock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
rijeak  enthusiastically.  "  What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
Jaw,"  was  the  reply,  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
,he  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?"    *"Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 

Alter  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
p!ace  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boSdIy  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Lhem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  J3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  hi;  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  pr^impt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  "That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans ; 
Dut  in  due  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
it,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
eiected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
I'o  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi'^'.lshment  upon  two 
cnminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.  In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
performance  of  duly  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which  were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.  As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  iniqui- 
tous street-cleaning  contract :  "This  is  a  time  foi 
plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  peopls  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."  The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  .-is  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
upon recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.  To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  i88z, 
and  liis  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made,  if 
any,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.  For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
ir,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  F. 
Bayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A,  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  alxjut  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine,  President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Cliief  Executive'of  t lie  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1885.  For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:  For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  F,  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.  Endicott,  of  Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin;  Attorney- General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  before  his 
inauguration. 
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gFNJAMlN  HARRISON,  the 
.  vwenty-third  President,  is 
'  the  descendant  of  one  of  t 
historical  families  of  th 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Mnjor  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliv 
Cromwell's  trusted  foHow- 
^nd  fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Cro 
well's  power  it  became  tlie  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  partieiimte  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  J.  and  afterward  to  sign  tlie 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently paid  for  this  wiih  his  life,  being 
hung  Oct.  13,  1600.  His  descendants 
e  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  that  appears  in  history  is  Benja- 
rrin  Ilarrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after,  whom  he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  tlie  Continental  Congress  during 
the  years  i774-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
wac  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen    William  Ileniy   Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a  suo- 
cessfnl  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western  Territory,  was  elected  President  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  .ifter  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend. 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  ?.0, 1883,  His  life  upto 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  the  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  him  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  while  at  college  to  tho 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schob 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  he  determined  to  en- 
ter upon  the  study  of  tlie  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
'cinnati  and  tlien  read  law  for  two  years.  At  tht 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  receiv;--d  tb  . 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  his  aunt  dying  left  lira 
a  lot  valued  at  |800.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  t 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  talc 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  an  '  'oe- 
gin  the  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  his  pocket,  he  started  out  wita  his 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  world.     Ke 
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iuciiled  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  waa  even  at 

(lint  time  a  tovtn  of  promise.  He  met  wilh  slight 
I'Litioiii-agement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
liie  first  year.  He  worked  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
practice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
_:'Sijif)n.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  18GC  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  be- 
gsM  his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
h-indsorae  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  17th 
Iiiiliaiia  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  materia], 
'lut  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  first 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  his  men, 
when  be  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  East 
with  Sherman  bis  regiment  was  one  of  the  best 
■Jrilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Resaca  he 
especially  distinguished  himself.and  for  his  bravery 
^t  Peachtree  Creek  be  was  made  a  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral, Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  liim  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
lie  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position  From  the  time  of  leav- 
irg  Indiana  with  his  reg  ment  1 1  tl  e  fall  of  1 8G4 
ne  bad  taken  no  leave  of  il  se  ce  b  t  having  been 
nominated  that  year  for  the  sa  e  office,  he  got  a 
tliirty-day  leave  of  abse  ce  iid  1  g  tliat  time 
madea  briiJiantcanvass  of  the  State  i  Iwaselected 
for  another  terra.  He  ihen  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
man, but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
.  ever,  and  after  a  moat  trying  siege  made  his  wiiy 
:o  the  front  in  time  to  participate  in  the  closing 
ocidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen,  Harrison  declined  j  re-election  as 
fporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In  1876 
L.e  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Altho'igh  de- 
eaied,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  lOrhim 
1  National  reputation,  and  he  waa  much  sought,  es- 
I'Kici.al.y  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  1880,' 
lIS  iisusl,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
:'n(!  vri.-  elected  to  the  Tnited  States  Senate.  Here 
iie  served  six  years,  and  -'as  known  as  one  o:'  Ihr; 
ftbiest  men,  best  lawyer  mv]  3tronge^^  debater.'*  in    i 


that  body.  With  the  expiration  of  hia  Senatoii;,; 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
becoming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  in 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  countrj'.  The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard  bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  partic- 
ular, and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed upon  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  campaign  throughout  the  Nation.  Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.  This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguished 
statesman.  The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  speeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.  He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  summer  and  autumn  to  tliese  visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varied,  masterly  and  eloquent  were 
his  speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  tlie 
foremost  rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 

On  account  of  iiis  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and  his 
power  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
commonly eariy  age  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  Ij  agitate^ 
the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising  antj  ~ 
slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some  of  t-e 
most  eminent  Democratic  siieakers  of  his  Statfc, 
No  jnan  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blade  de:ired  ti 
be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloq-ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
but  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  type  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  witi; 
quick  perception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
he  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquence  and  contained 
arguments  of  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  tei-se 
statements  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
nal in  thought,  precise  i.i  logic,  terse  in  statement, 
yet  withal  faultless  in  elcfJiuence,  he  is  recognised  as 
the  sound  statesman  and  bril'ian-  orator  c-    tin,  day 
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TEPHEN  T.  MASON,  thu 
rst  Governor  of  Michigan,  wabs 
so;i  of  Gen.  Jolin  T.  Mason, 
I  of  Kentucky,  but  was  born  in 
inia,  in  1812.  At  the  age 
*  of  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
(  tarj  of  Michigan  Territovy,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  during  the 
id  ministration  of  Gov.  George  B. 
Porter.  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
Porter,  whicli  occurred  on  the  6tli  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Governor  In  October,  1835,  he 
was  elected  Governor  under  the  Si  ate 
organization,  and  immediately  en- 
tiled upon  the  performance  of  tlie 
'  duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  jet  admitted  mto  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  mto  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  iJosition,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  carecr,was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  aline 
running  east  across  the  peninstila  from  the  extreme 
soutlierii  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
iake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right — a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
;he  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  States,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress — the  United  States  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
C)hio,  as  far  as  affected  by  their   provisions,   on   the 


other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  prior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary, 

Ohio,  on  the  other  liand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Consritution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
late the  boundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Consritution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  State 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  the  hne  in  dispute,  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  periods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  boundary.  ^Accordingly,  we  find  that,  in 
1812,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  to  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
nm  rill  1818.  In  1820,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  b\  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Wii.hu,  in  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  u  lanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  busmess, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  ind  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 
ernment. 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Micmgan  was  known  as  the  "  Fulton  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the"  Harris  line,' 


..=  b,  Google 


iq6 


STEPHEN  T.  MASON. 


from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  Tlie  territoiy  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  tlie  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
origiiiuily  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the   State   over 
the   territory   in    question;     erected  townships     and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.     It 
also  directed  Governor  Luciis  to  apixiint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line ;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
:iurvey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  ijnme- 
diate  action  by  that  body  to  anticipate    nd  "ounter  ct 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.     Accordin 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an 
criminal  offence,  punishable  by  a  he         fi 
prisonment,  for  aLiy  one  to  attempt 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  offic         h 
diction  of  Michigan,  under  or  by  vi 
thority  not  derived  from  the  Territo 
Slates.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Gove         IV  w 

General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 
the  Harris  line.  He  was  accompanied  by  General 
Bell  and  slafl",  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  about  600  men.  This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  The  force  then  went  into  camp  at  Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime,  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  8oo  to  rsoo 
strong,  and  were  in  possession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine.  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Fekh,  of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp, When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  note 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border.'' 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  [>eace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  hiLoself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  commissioners  submitted  proix)si- 
tions  for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  irossession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however.  Governor 
M  s  1  p  tiall  f  11  wed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
d  m       any  emergency  that  might  arise, 

L  ow  supposed  that  his  way  was 

d  h        uld  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 

b      g  d     nd  ordered  the    commissioners 

oc    d  w  h   h       work. 

n  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 

"0  p      eedings.      General  Brown  sent 

g  h  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  report  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff"  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  aposse,  suddenly  made 
his  appearance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  portion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners, 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
I,egislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "war."  The  question  continued  for  some  time 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited,  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
in  return  the  Northern    Peninsula,   which    she   did. 
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SECOND  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN. 

^H-^IlililAM    ^OODBl^IDGE.^— 


ILLIAM  VVOODBRIDGE, 
second  Governor  cf  Michigan, 
bu  n  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
o,    1780,     and  died  at 


De  ■ 


Oct. 


1861 


He 


o    a  family  of  three  brothers 
I      vo     sisters.      His    futher, 
D  dley  Woodbridge,  removed  to 
,  e    a  Ohio,  about  1790.    The 
1  fe  uCA  a    Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
I  Lauma      from  whicli  this  sketcli 
1    gel  CO    piled,  mentions  noth- 
„  CO  ce  n  ng  his  early  education 
beyond  he  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
affo  ded  b)'  the  average  school 
of    1  e        e  except  a  year  with  the 
F    n  h      olonists     at     Galltpolis, 
he  e  1  e  a    luired  a  knowledge  of 
e    F  e     h  language.     It   should 
wr  e    n  mind,  however,  that 
ho    e  educa  ion  at  that  time  was 
nd    ije  sable    feature    in    tlie 
ng  of  1  e  young.     To  this  and 
ado     fe  V  studies  welt  mastered, 
due  tl  a   s  rang     en  al  d  sc  )line  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  ma.iy  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  iieli>ed  to  make  our  National    history. 
iVIr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at  Marietta,  having 
.IS  .1    fellow  student  an  intimate  personal  friend,  a 
ycung  man   subsetiuently  distinguished,  but  known 
at  tliat  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.     He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
nearly  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at  Marietta 
in  i8o6.    In  June,  1806,  lie  married,  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut,   Juleaniia,   daughter  of    John  Trumbeli,  a 
distinguished  author   and  judge;  and  author  of  the 


l^eom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 
Revolution,  wrought  such  a  magic  change  uixin  the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.  He  was  happy  in  his  domes  ■ 
tic  relations  uniilthe  death  ofMrs.W.,Feb.  2,19,  r86o. 

Our  written  biographii.'s  necessarily  speak  more 
fully  of  men,  because  of  their  active  participation  in 
[Kiijlic  alTairs,  but  human  actions  are  stamped  upon 
the  page  of  time  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  upon  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known,  Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed the  best  means  of  early  education  that  the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  lo  improve  her  advantages.  During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,  she  manifested  a  keen  intellectuality  that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  chaiacter.  She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  latgenumber  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  a  printed 
memorial  essay  written  upon  the  occasion  of  her 
death.  In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her  "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upwn  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest  satisfaction  "  She  was  an  invalid 
during  the  latter  jxirtion  of  her  life,  but  was  patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end, 

[n  1807,  Mr.  W.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  ^ssemLly  of  Oh  o  and  in  1S09  waselecled  to 
the  "senate  conli  luing  1  meml  er  I  y  re  election  until 
his  removal  trom  the  state  He  also  held,  by  a|>- 
pomtment  during  the  time  the  office  cf  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  h  s  coil ity  He  took  a  leiding  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  i8r2diew  up  a  declaration  and 
resolutions,  which  passed  the  two  houses  un am inou sly 
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and  attracted  gre.it  attention,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  most  eiiii)liatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dentMadison.  During  the  period  from  1S04I0  i8r4 
the  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  Cass,  had  be- 
come widely  separated.  The  latter  was  Governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Micliigan  under  the  historic  "Governor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  (lie  indispensable  requisite  of  a 
Secretary  of  the  Terri lorry.  This  la  e  po 
:ii  1814,  without  solicitation  on  his  p  rt  e  d  d 
Mr.  U".     He  accepted  Hie  [xjsition  w  h 

tion,  and  entered  upon  its  duties  as    00  o    d 

make  tlie  necessary  arrangements  fo  g      h 

The  office  of  Secretary  involved  als  d     e 

collectorof  customsat theport of Det  d  d 

tlie  frequent  absences  of  the  Governo  d  g 

of  hi.i  duties,  also  including  those  of  >en  d 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  W,  officiated 
a!>out  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  lieheld  the 
office  of  Secretary  Uiiderthe  administrationof'Gov- 
emor  and  Judges,"  wjiich  the  [leople  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  popular 
representative  system,  tliey  were  allowed  no  delegate 
in  Congress,  Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  informal  agent  of 
the  people,  by  correspondence  and  also  by  a  visit  to 
the  National  capital,  so  clearly  set  forth  the  demand 
for  representation  by  a  delegate,  that  an  act  was 
passedin  Congress  in  iSigauihorizingonetobechosen. 
Under  this  act  Mr.  \V.  was  elected  by  the  concurrence 
of  all  parties.  HisfirstactioninCongress  was  lo  secure 
Ihe  passage  of  a  bill  recognizing  and  confirming  the 
old  French  land  titles  in  the  Territory  according  to 
the  terms  of  tlie  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revohnion  ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  through  the  "black 
swamps"  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  open- 
ing a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  influential  in  securing  the  passage  of 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Goveniuient  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Bay.  The  ex- 
pedition for  the  exploration  of  the  country  around 
Lake  Superior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, pmiected  by  Governor  Cass,  was  set  on  foot 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr,  W.  Wliile  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintained  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  striji 
of  territory  now  forming  the  northern  lx)undary  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into  the  Union.  He  served 
but  one  term  as  delegate  to  Congress,  de- 
clining further  service  on  account  of  personal  and 
family  considerations.  Mr.  W.  continued  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Terriloiy  up  to  the  time 
its  Government  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In    1824,  he   was   appointed   one  of  a  board    of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private  land  claimj  in 


the  'territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  the  best  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Governor,  Judges  afid  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon,  James  With- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judgeof  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  "Supreme  Court"  of  the  Territory. 
rh  s  apparently  a  continuation  of  theTerri- 

C  Lnder  the  "first  grade"  or  "Governor  and 

[  dg  m.     .Mthoughit  was  supreme  ill  its  ju- 

d  is  within  the  Territor)',  its  powers  and 

d  fa  very  general  character. 

8        he  term  of  his  apirainlment  as  Judge  ex- 

g  P      dent  Jackson  appointed  a  successor,  it  is 

10    d        »litical  groimds,muchtothedisappoint- 

public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.    The 

rt  ng  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 

tory, and  Its  people  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
dignity  of  a  State  government.  Party  lines  becom- 
ing very  sharply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  Whigs  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  i835,whichformed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  1837  he  was  elected  amember  of  tVeSlateSenate. 

This  sketch  has  purjxisely  dealt  somewhat  in  detail 
with  what  may  be  called  Judge  W's.  earlier  career, 
because  it  is  closely  identified  witji  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  State,  and  the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal system.  Since  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment the  history  of  Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
hence  no  review  of  Judge  W's  career  as  Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.  He  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  r839,  under  a  popular  impression  that  the 
affairs  of  the  State  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered by  the  Democrats.  He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  whert  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States, 

His  term  in  the  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical life,  although  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
prominent  men  for  the  Whig  noniination  for  Vice 
President  in  1848. 

Soon  after  his  appointment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor W.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Welis,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  fife.  Both  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Governor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  language;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logical  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sion. Judge  W,  was  a  (Ton grega tion alist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided;  he  was  earnest  and 
energetic,  courteous  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibited a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive because. not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surface.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  affection  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  home  of  his  adopti  )u  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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tJOHN    S.     BARRY 


OHN    STEWARD    liARRV, 
L  Governor    of    Michigan   frinn 
(  Jan.  3,  1842,10  Jan.  5,   1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  tu  Jan. 
T,  1852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N.  H.,  Jan.  19,  1802.  His  par- 
its,  John  and    Ellen    (Steward) 
irry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
im,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  nntil 
T^  lie  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
\  lither'a    farm,     and-  pursuing     his 
,t  idles  at  the  same  time.     He  niar- 
led  Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 

find  m  1824  went  to  Georgia,  Vt., 
ttheie  he  hud  charge  of  an  academy 
I  tor  iwo  years,  meanwhile  studying 
I  i\i  He  afterward  practiced  law  in 
that  State  While  hi.  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  i>eriod 
was  Captain  of  a  company  of  State  militia.  In  1831 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
Willard. 

Fonr  years  aftur,  1834,  Mr.  Jiarry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  coniinued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich, 
in  1831,  and  held  I  he  office  i.ntil  the  year  1835 
Mr.  Harry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  flamed  the  constitution  nixm  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  important 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  tody, 
and  showed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 
ordinary  ability. 

U|Jon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the  Union, 
Mr.  Barry  was  chosen  -State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Legislature  that  they  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 
ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  Governor  al  the  hands 
of  his  party  assembled  in  convention.  He  was 
elected,  and  so  jxipular  was  his  administration  that,  in 
1842,  he  was  again  elected.  During  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  by  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  through  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 
ment that  the  State  was  finally  placed  uiX)n  a  solid 
financial  basis. 

During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  Barry's  first  term,  the 
University  at  Ann  Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Micliigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  eveiywhere  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  rejxirted  as  attending  the  public 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  laud  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  with  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  State  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able property  of  the  State  was  found  to  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tux  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  exi)euses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  tnonsand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  lime  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt ; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
with  good  results  In  T845,when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  pojiulation  of  the  State  was 
more  than  three  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  terms,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1S50 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Rspresenl- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry  s  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilanti,  which  was 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  "Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case" 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  upon  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  deix)t 
at  I>ettt)it,  in  1850, 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  1851,  37  men  of  the  50  under  arrest  for  this 
cnme  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  judge.  The  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Arman,  James  A. 
Vai  D/'ie,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  D,  Fraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
represi*nted  liy  six  members  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  mn-.ths,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  1.1  40  days,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  was  convinced  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  tlie 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  firm  belief  thai  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treacliery, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  "  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o'clock 
p.  M.,  Sept.  25,  185 1.  On  the  a6th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  |;rison,  situate  in  their  county :  Ammi 
Fiiiey,  ten  years;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years;  Andrew  J.  Freeland,  eight 
years;  Eben  Fariiham,  eight  years;  William  Corvin, 
eight  years ;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  ChampHn,  five  years;  Witlard 
W.  Charaplin,  five  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Europe 
to  obtain  information  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughout  life,  maintained  a 
high  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  upon  him,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  alt  to  have  been 
one  of  the  most  efficient  and  popular  Governors  the 
Slate  has  ever  had. 

Gov,  Barry  was  a  man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opinions,  which  he  reached  by  the  most  thorougli 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.  His  strong  con- 
victions and  outspoken  honesty  made  it  imixjssible  for 
him  to  take  an  undefined  ]X>sition  when  a  principle 
was  involved.  His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.  As  a  speaker  he  was 
not  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and  entirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.  He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
both  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  hisfoiy.  No  man  owed  less 
to  iwlitical  intrigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  ]xisi- 
tion.  He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  public  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worlh.  His  political  connections 
were  alwsys  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  RepuMican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  Inisiness  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  a 
yepr  previous,  March  30,  1869.  T^ey  left  npchildf'n. 
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LPHEUS  FELCH,  the  third 
Governor    of    Michigan,    was 
111  Limerick,  Maine,  Seji- 
teniler  28,  1806.      His  grand- 
father Al)ijah  Felch,  was  a  sol- 
dier 1 1    the  Revolution  ;    and 
when  a  >our)g   man,  having  with 
others  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 
t  veen  llic  Great  and  Little  Ossipee 
Rivers  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 


1  It  ' 


vildet 


i 


\  gion 

The  father  ot  Mr,  Felcb  embarked  in 
mercinttle  1  fe  at  Limerick.  He  was 
tTie  first  to  enj,age  in  that  business  in 
thit  ectio  ind  continued  it  until 
1  s  deith  I  he  death  of  the  father, 
folio  I  ed  withm  a  year  by  tlie  deatli  of 
the  notl  I  It  the  sulject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
jearsotd  to  the  care  ot  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
hone  With  his  [ttternil  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
ma  red  u  1 1  his  death  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
ediciticn  in  the  district  school  and  a  neighboring 
academy  Ii  18  1  he  became  a  student  at  PhiUips 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsequently,  entered  Bowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  began  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Hoiilton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  1833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seeka  change  of  climate. 
He  disixjscd  of  hia  library  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention   was  to  join  his  friend. 


Sargent  S,  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Felch  was  attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  lecovered  sufficiently  to 
permit  of  his  travehng,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down  the 
river.  He  therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan. Hi;  first  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe,  where  he  continued  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Aibor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  1835,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.  While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  State  wai  enact- 
ed, and  went  into  operation.  After  mature  delibera  ■ 
tion,  he  became  convinced  tJiat  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  to  the  public 
interests;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it  would  result  in  stilt  further  embarrass- 
ment. He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  to  follow  its  passage.  The  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenUng  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  op|X)sition  to  the  bill.  Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the 
State,  and  held  that  office  for  mote  than  a  year.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  to 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
.^hriost  every  village  had  its  bank.  The  country  was 
flooded  mth  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.  The  ex- 
aminations of  the  Bank  Commissioners  brought  to 
light  frauds  at  every  ixiint,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  dosing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  le- 
signed.  The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher,  In  January,  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governorof  Michigan, 
and  entered  u|X)n  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
ihe  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years;  and  at  once  retired  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  which  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  his  Senatorial  tenn  com- 
menced. While  n.  member  of  the  Senate  he  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Pjlilic  Lands,  and  for  four  years 
was  Its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  |x>sition 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
cor |X)rat ions, — the  Central  for  $2,000,000,  and  the 
Southern  for  fcoo,ooo.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enrolled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen.  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in  California,  under  the 
treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purpose.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  duties  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  population  and  the  recent 
American  immigration;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
their  common  lands,  and  of  the  Cathohc  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions,^the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudications  of  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  labors  were  brought 
lo  a  close  by  the  final  disposition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  presented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington, 

In  June  of  that  year.  Governor  Felch  returned  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged  princi- 
pally in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  for  Governor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  parly,  to  which  he  *lias  always  been 
attached,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. In  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  law,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1875  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arbor.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  appointed 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  the  oldest  andonly  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governorof 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States   Senator   from    the    State   of  Michigan. 
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I  wnii AM  I.  Smee^yII  : 


I LLIAM      L.      GREENLY, 
■  of  Micliigan  for  the 
r,  was  bom  :it  Hamil- 
ton, Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept. 
18,1813.  He  graduated  at  Un- 
ion     College,     Schenectady,    hi 
1S31,  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in    1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
'  ^au,  he  settled  in  Adrian,  wliere 
since   resided.     The    year 
following   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
he  was  elected  State  Senator  and 
served  in  that  capacity  until    1839. 
In  1S45  he  was  elected  Lieut.  Gov- 
ernor and  became  acting  Governor 
\  y  the  resignation  of  Gov.   Felch, 
who   was    elected    to    the   United 
Stales  Senate. 

The  war  with  Mexico  was  brought 
to  a  successful  temiinalion  during  Gov.  Greenly's 
administration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  the  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded ;  but  their  names  and 
natiyitj'    are   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost   impossible  to  find  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  State  deserve  much  of  th" 
credit  of  tlie  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos,  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  onC'third  their  original  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  1846, the  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  Slates  lo 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  1 1  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  line  Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scoit  and  Brady  upon  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  two,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St.  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  comf)anies,makingthe 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  orders  from  Government  t»j  the  seatof  wat 
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HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 

TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 

Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 

nativt.  of  Massachusetts.     In 

that  State  lie  received  a  col- 

leijiate  education    studied   law, 

and  was  admitted    to   the    bar. 

RemoMng    to    Michigan    about 

the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 

Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 

at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr  Ransom  served  with  marked 
ioiht\  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
Stale  Legishture,  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
sociate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  he 
was  promoted  to  'Chief  Justice,  which  office  he  re- 
tained until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  lie  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
the  State,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
of  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
of  toil  and  industry. 

Mr,  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
term,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
statesmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
which  position  be  displayed   the    same    abi'^'"    that 


slione  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  as  Governor, 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  ap|K>inted  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  be  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  ttrm  of 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows:  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  estabhsed,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  liberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  for  the  deaf  and 
dumb  and  blind  amounted  to  JSi,Soo.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture :  The  land  reixirted 
as  under  cultivation  in  1S48  was  1,437,460  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds  ;  horses,  52,305  ;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  152,541  ;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  228,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  temixi- 
rary  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  were  im- 
mediately erected,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450, 
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I  obERT      McClelland, 

LGovetnor  of  Michigan  from 
)  Jan,  I,  1852,  to  March  8,1853, 
IS  born  at  G  re  en  castle,  Frank- 
;  lin  Co.,  Penn.,  Aug.  i,  1807. 
Among  his  ancestors  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  tlie  Revolution- 
r,  and  some  of  his  family  con- 
re  distinguished  in  the 
\  war  of  i8iz,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
'  His  father  was  an  eminent  physician 
and  surgeon  who  studied  under  T)r. 
1  Benj  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
'  practiced  his  profession  successfully 
until  SIX  months  before  his  death,  at 
i  the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
McClelland's  family  had  been  in  gixid  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  throivn 
ii|ton  his  own  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
liminary studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  tjie 
means,  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
Penn.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
his  class,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
having  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  lega! 
profession,  was  admitted  lo  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  in  1831.  Soon  afterward  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 
year. 

In  1833,  Mr.  McClelland  removed  to  Monroe,    in. 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination,  he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
took  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  .  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason, 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
decUned  both  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  lo  his 
professional  duties. 

In  183S,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees,  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  a  candidatefor 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of  "  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr.  McClelland  stood  aniongthe 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization  ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, arid  with  others  adopted  a  plan  lo  regain  a  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  power  in  the  State, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  M;. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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in  1S43.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  had  coiisti- 
tiHed  one  congressional  district.  Tlie  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M,  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon,  Alpheus 
Fclcliby  a  strong  majority;  but,  in  1843,50  thoroughly 
had  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  3840  that  Mr.  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  forCon- 
greis,  carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  ot  about 
2,5(.\j.  Mr.  McClelland  soon  took  a  prominent  posi- 
tion in  Congress  among  the  vetetans  of  that  body. 
During  his  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Coir.oieice,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
'ver£  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills."  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
election  to  the  zgth  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation,  and  so 
isyorably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  mentioned  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
jesentatives.  He  declined  tbe  offer  in  favor  of  J.  W. 
Davis,  of  Indiana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
personal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
'fhich  be  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  of 
(lis  tabors  in  Congress. 

In  1847,  Mr.  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
fess, and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
rame  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
as  the  "  French  Sixiliation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  such 
as  to  command  universal  approbation.  While  in 
Congress,  Mr,  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 
7!ght  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
"vl'er  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
,"vnd  presented  in  the  proper  manner.  This  he  re- 
garded as  the  citizens' constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
dngs  s  bill  for  the  abolishing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  CoVjmbi^.  Mr.  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
3emocr?ts  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
•ylvar;ia,in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  "Wilmot 
Proviso,"  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  iii  new  territory  which  might  be  acquired  by 
,he  United  States.  He  and  Mr.  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
:;nd  confidential  terms,  Mr,  McClelland  was  in  sev- 
eral National  conventions  and  in  fhe  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
'-.1  1848.  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion of  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
Congress,  in  1848,  Mr.  McClelland  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe.  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise   the  State   consritution.     He   was   ehcted    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.  His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floofj  in  debate.  In  1850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Qay's 
famous  compromise  measures>  of  which  Mr.  McClel 
land  was  a  strong  advocate.  He  was  a  member  oi 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  year,  in  company  with  Gen.  Cass  and  Governo! 
Felch,  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the  State 
He  conrinued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com 
promise  measures,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen.  Pierce 
to  the  Presidency. 

In  185  r,  the  new  Stats  constitution  took  effect  and 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum,  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operatia^.  under 
the  new  constitution.  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  r852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  years,  from  Jan.  i,  1853.  His  admin- 
istration was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tory, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  hi|h.  There  was  really 
no  opposition,  and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  rSjj, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous.  So  widely  and  favorably  hao 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  or. 
the  organization  of  thecabir.et  by  Pr.  jldent  Pieite,  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  fou.- 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.  He  thoroughly 
re-organized  his  department  and  reduced  the  expend- 
iture. He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  impositions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilizatio' 
aniong  them.  Dunng  his  administration  there  was 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  lefl  the  department  in  perfect  ordei 
and  system.  In  1867,  Michigan  a^ain  called  a  con 
vention  to  revise  the  State  consritution,  Mr.  McClel- 
land was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi- 
ence made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im 
pressive  in  his  addresses  to  the  jury.  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  be  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1870  hs  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dii> 
lomates,  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers, 

Mr.  Mcaelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Sabin,  oi  Wllliamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children,,  two  of  whom  now  s 
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'   NDREW    PARSONS,  Govcr- 

of  Michigan   from  March 

853   to   ^n-   3.    '85s.   was 

born  ill  the  Iowli  of  Hoosick, 

,    County    of     Rensselaer,    and 

State  of  New  York,  on  the  2  2d 

3  day  of  July,    L817,  and  died  June 

1855,  at  ihe    early   age   of   38 

years.     He  was  the  son   of  Jolin 

Parsons,    born    at    Newbury  port, 

:ass.,  Oct.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 

inof  Andrew  Parsons,  aRevoIutionary 

°  soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Pbineas 

Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel    Parsons, 

a  descendant  of  Walter  Parsons,  Iwrn 

in  Ireland  in  1290. 

;  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
0,  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
n  of  Camden's  Britannia:  "The  honorable  family 
iif  Parsons  have  been  advanced  to  the  dignity  of 
Viscounts  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

The  following  are  descendants  of  these  families : 
S'r  John  Parsons,  born  t48i,was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
Robert  Parsons,  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Bridgewater, 
England.  He  was  educated  at  Balhal  College,  Ox- 
ford, and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
liomish  faith.  He  established  an  English  College  at 
Rome  and  another  at  Valladolia,  Frances  Parsons, 
l)orn  ill  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Rothwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  1618,  was  another 
noted  member  of  the  family.  In  1634, Thomas  Parsons 
was  knighted  by  Charles  1.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
brothers,  were  born  in  Great  Totrington,  England, 


l)f  this  n 

ihiiiyye, 


and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  lo  New 
England  about  1630.  Samuel  Parsons,  born  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N,  H.,Nov.  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Bostor, 
Ocl.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  82,  in 
the  53rd  year  of  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Maty 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  including  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedants  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  17 
years,  and  spent  the  first  summer  at  Lower  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  taught  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men  of  sterling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developed  its  wonderfuJ 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union,  These  brave  men  came  lo 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  strong 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  ihem  is  due  all  honor  for  the  hibois 
so  nobly  performed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundation 
which   they  laid   of  a    great   Commonwealth. 
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III  ihu  fjl  of  1835,  he  explored  llie  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
■fiom  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  spent  the  foilo wing 
« inter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Praiiie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  ihe  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasseCoiinty,  then  with  Clinlon  Cujiity,  and  an  ahnost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  consiituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk,  in  1840,  be  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  re-elected  in  ;S42,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
.and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
'"  '853,  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854, and, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
responsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  business, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and  persuasive  speaker  and  well 
calculated  to  make  friendsof  his  acquantances.  He 
was  always  true  to  his  trust,  and  the  whole  world 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.  When  Governor,  a  most  power- 
ful railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  State 
for  that  purpose.  In  some  sections  the  resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flattering  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
;iature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  beyond 
measure.  Fearing  that  all  these  influences  might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call  the  extra  session,  a  targe 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  hberal  offers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  cal!  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he  returned  the  money  and  refused  to  receive 
any  (:uots,  whether  from  any  paity  who  would  at- 
tempt to  corru''t  'lim  by  laudations,  liberal  offers,  or 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  lo  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no  sensible  man 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  lo  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his  course.  One  of 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance: 
"though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty  of  purpose.  He  at  all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties  in  strict  accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  bis  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath."  The  following  eulogium  from  a  poHtcalop- 
ironent  is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author;  "Gov.  Parsons  was  a  politician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  every 
public  and  private  relation  of  life.  As  a  ixiiitician  he 
was  candid,  frank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  firm,  constant  ^nd  reliabic."  The 
highest  commendations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
to  give  his  just  record, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  spring  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor  Paisons,  the  Republican  party,  at  least 
as  a  State  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "  under  the  oaks  "  at  Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  parties.  Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed at  this  lime,  occasioned  by  the  settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue  thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  Ihe  purposeof  permit- 
ting slavery  there,  the  "Missouri  compromise"  (whic'.i 
hmited  slavery  to  the  south  of  36°  30')  was  re- 
repealed,  under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
Phis  was  repealed  by  a  bill  admitting  Kansas  ar.d 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opposed  to.  this  repeal  measure  were  in  short 
called  "anti-Nebraska"  men.  The  epithets,  "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,"  were  temporally  em- 
ployed lo  designate  the  slavery  and  anti-slavery 
parties,  pending  the  desolation  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  :ind  the  organization  of  the  new 
Democratic  and    Republican  parlies  of  the  present. 
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GOVERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


KLiNSLKY  S.  Bingham. 


INSLEY       S,       BINGHAM, 
Governor    of    Michigan    from 
1855    to    1859     and    United 
States   Senalur    was   born    in 
Camillu'?    Oioidaga    County, 
N    ^       Dec     16      1S08      His 
father  wis  i  farmer  inl  h  s  own 
early  life    vis  ronseq^  le  itlj    de- 
\Otedto  a^ncnltural  pursuits, bnl 
iiotwithstandLng    the    disadvan- 
tjjjCs  related  to  the  ic  ]u  sition 
cf  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
lie  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
d  ed         on  n  his  native  State 

d       ud    d   law  n    the   office    of 
(  J      e     R    Lawrence    now   of 

S    a  u       N    Y.      In  the  spring  of 
833  1  e     a  ned  an  estimable  lady 
I   wl  o  h  d       e  tly  arrived  from  Scot- 
la  d  and  ol  eying  the  impulse  of  a  , 
ally    en  erprising    disposition, 
en  grat  d    to     Michigan     and 
h     ed        ew  fanit  in  company 
'  h  I  s  1  other-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 

Wordei  G  n  Oak,  L  v  ng  on  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
est, our  late  student  commenced  the  ardi-ous  task  of 
preparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
ting up  buildings,  etc.,  at  suth  ;i   rate  that  the  land 


diosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivalionl 
Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Jnstice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master under  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  the 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  183/1. 
when  Michigai  I  ecanie  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  tlie 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elecled,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  lie  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Rep- 
resentative to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  in  that  Ixidy.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "  Wood's  Patent  ("ast  Iron 
Plow  "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  Sta'es  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wiimot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
.and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  formet 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  profits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 
In  1859,  Governor  Bingham  was  elected  Senaiorin 
Congress  and  took  an  acrive  part  in  the  stormy  cam- 
paign in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     He  wit- 
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iiessed  tlie  commence  me  lit  of  the  civil  war  whili;  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
parali**ely  short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5, 186  j. 

The  most  iioticable  event  in  Governor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  tiie 
FallsofSt.  Mary.  In  1852,  Angust  26,  ar,  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  acres  of  land 
ior  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  lor  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  tJie  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  transported  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  ports.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  tlie  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1S55,  the  workwasconi- 
pleted,  accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amOLinted  to  one 
million  of  dollars;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State,  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  purjwse  of  carying  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  %\i,  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricnitural  colleges  in  the  United  Stales. 
Until  the  spring  of  i86r,it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  tinder  the  management  of  the  Slate  Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose, 

fn  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  east  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings ;  and  there 
are  also  very  beauriful,  substanrial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-house,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scientific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  bams,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc,  in  fine  trim  for 
t lie  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  aixiut  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121 ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, apparatus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  BapUsts.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1 845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprses  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  imix)s- 
ing  building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  72,  48  by  72,  80  by  60,  52  by  72,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the  original  building. 
The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
than  under  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former  days. 
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I  OSES  WISNER.  Governor  of 
I  Michigan  from  185910  1861, 
)  wac  liorn  in  Spriiigport,  Cayii- 
g.  Co  N  Y,  June  3,  18,5, 
eirly  education  was  only 
'  what  could  be  obtained  at  a 
^common  school.  Agricultural  labor 
and  frug-ibty  of  his  parents  gave 
a  physical  constitution  of  uiius- 
iV  ual  strength  and  endurance,  wfiich 
r  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
1837  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
•  gan  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
'  County  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
;t  to  work  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
'  task  for  two  years,  when  he  gave  up 
the  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
Oakland  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
in  the  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wisner,  and 
Rufus  Hosmer.  Tn  1841  he  was  admitted  to  th^  bar 
and  established  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
village  of  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  apppointed 
by  Gov.  Wcodbridge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
county,  in  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
and  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
tained in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeer  but 
a  short  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
a  member  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
practice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
of  the  Henry  Clay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
slave  tj  bias.     His   practice  becoming  extensive,   he 


(cx)k  little  part  in  pohtics  until  after  the  election  of 
Ml.  Pierce  lo  the  Presidency  in  1S53,  when  he  look  an 
active  part  against  slavery.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  baok 
learning  than  upon  his  native  good  sense.  Liberal 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escajjed  his  attention  or  his 
memory  which  Iwre  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  frier.d 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  conducting  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  elocpience  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  powerful.  His  fancies  supphed  the  most 
original,  the  most  jwinted  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  quahties,  and  his  jxiwers  as  a 
popular  orator  were  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854,  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  opening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
in  Michigan  to  denounce  the  shamfiil  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  wts  a 
member  of  the  popular  gathering  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Repubhcan  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  United  States.  At  this  meeting  the 
name  "  Repubhcan  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
tlie  new  party  consisting  of  Anti-slavery,  Whigs, 
Liberty  men,  Free  Soil  Democrats  and  all  olheis  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery  and  favoralile  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  W.  was  urged  to 
accept  the   nomination  for  Attorney  General  of  ths 
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Siale  Imt  liccUiicd.  An  eiiliro  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated ;ind  at  tlic  annual  election  in  NovembL-r  was 
ek'cted  liy  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  tlie  caJse  a)id  l^rouglit  to 
its  snpixirt  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  lu 
his  views  lie  was  tjold  and  radical.  He  believed  fmni 
ihe  beginning  that  tlie  ixjliiical  iwwer  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  quiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential 
ranvLissof  1R56  be  supiwrted  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
imblican,  ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
3tate  by  the  Repulilican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit,  and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majorily.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  lie  had  addressed  the  people  of  almost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  i,  1859, 
to  Jan.  I,  t86i.  His  first  message  to  the  Legislature, 
was  an  aljle  and  statesman-like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lighiened  State  |x>licy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  rapid 
settlement  of  our  uu,;uUivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agrieultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  adocument  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  i,  1861,  he  returned 
Jo  his  home  in  Pontkc,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to'all 
such  temporizing  expedients.  His  counsel  was  to 
Bend  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
.egislationheresohed  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  aid 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
march  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to   Kentucky   and    quartered    at 


Camp  Wallace.  He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  turned  his  attention  to  military  studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary  rub.s  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.  He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had  he  lived  he'vvould 
no  doubt  have  distinguished  liimself  as  a  good 
officer.  He  was  impatient  of  delay  and  chafed  at 
being  kept  in  Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prospect  of  getting  at  the  enemy.  But  life  in  camp, 
so  different  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,  ano 
his  incessant  labors,  coupled  witli  that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  Ihe  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  upon  bis  health.  He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  ne^r 
Lexington.  Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  tlie 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciplining his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  fcr 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush  ■ 
-ng  the  Rebellion.  But  tlie  source  of  his  most  iwig- 
nant  gnel  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a  hand-to-hand  encounter  with  the  "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy  it  would  cover  itself  with  glory,— a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.  The  maladybaflled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5tli  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.  His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they  rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  \V  va  no  dven  urer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitio  s  of  n  ary  enown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  w  he  ac  e  s  c  energy.  He  went  to  the  war 
to  defe  Q  a  d  hold  he  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  hea  Few  n  e  vere  more  familiar  than  he  with 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.  He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  o( 
Gen.  C-  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children  to 
mourn  his  loss.  Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tendeiest  regard.  Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.  He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like  thousands  of  otheis  lie 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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USTIN  BLAIR,  Governor 
5  of  Miclligaii  from  Jan.  2, 
[,  to  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
I  kown  as  llie  War  Governor,  is 
illustration  of  the  Ijeiiifi- 
ceiit  influence  of  republican  in- 
itufioiis,  having  inherited  neith- 
erfortune  nor  fame.  Hewasborn 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kins Co,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1818. 
His  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
'  land  in  the  time  of  George  I,  and 
1  for  many  generations  followed  the 
pursuit  of  agricniture.  His  father, 
George  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  111  1S09,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county.  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score and  four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that 
s])ot.  He  married  RhodaBlackman,who  now  sleeps 
with  liijn  ill  the  soil  of  the  old  homestead.  The  first 
17  years  of  liis  life  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  upon  the  farm.  He  then 
sjwnt  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  pre- 
paring for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
Clinton,  prosecuted  bis  studies  until  the  middle  o( 
ihc  jnnior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  Dr. 
Nott,  he  cbanged  lo  Union  College,  from  which  he 
f,i:aduated  in  the  class  of  183(1.  Uix>n  leaving  coU 
.ege  Mr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&  Davis,  Owego,  N.  V.,  and  was  admitted  !o])ractice 
IS  i{*4!.  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  loc.it- 


Diirii 


isident 


ing  in  Jackson. 
Eaton  Rapids,  ill  18.52,  he  was  i:li;cted  Clerk  of  Eaion 
County.  At  the  close  of  theofficial  term  he  relumed  ;o 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  espoused  the  cause 
of  Her.ry  Clay  in  the  campaign  of  1S44.  He  was  chosen 
RepresenUitive  lo  the  Legislature  in  1845,  at  which 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  \\e 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
era) statutes ;  also  made  an  able  report  in  favor  ol 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  lo  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active  in 
securing  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  1848 
Mr.  Blair  refused  longer  lo  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  refusial  to  endorse  in  convention 
any  anti-slavery  sentiment.  He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate  lo  their  c-onvenlion 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  for  I'resident  that  year. 
\5\iovi  the  birth  of  the  Republican  ]iarty  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  and  Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  wiih  the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  die  Committee 
on  Plntform.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1851;  waschosen  State  Senator 
two  years  later,  taking  his  seat  with  theincoming  Re- 
publican administration  of  1S55,  and  holding  (be 
|X>sition  of  parliamentary  leader  in  tne  Senate.  He 
was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  whicii 
nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  in  i86o,  Mr.  Biair 
was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  1 860,  and  re- 
elected in  1862,  faithfully  and  honorably  diEchargi'^ 
Ihe  avd'ious  dutiss  of  the  office  during  thai  mo:imo- 
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nientous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation's  life.  Gov. 
Blair  ])ossessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  bis 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial   career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor," down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magoiliciently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in  1861  the  coming  struggle  cast  its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dweU 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.  After  a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  Stales  of  the 
Republic,  saying;  "  While  we  arecirizensof  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  srill  prouder  title.  We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.  In  whatever  concerns  the  honor,  the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great  Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.  Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.  Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will  not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.  But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend  its  integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."  The  final  para- 
graph being: 
"  I  recommend  you  at  an  early  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm !  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — '  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever.' " 

How  this  srirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,1 1 1  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov,  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  RepresentaUve  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
speech  u[X)n  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  21,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr,  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  practice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L. 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in  February,  1849. 
Their  family  consistsof  4  sons — George  H.,  a  postal 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service;  Charles  A.,  partner 
with  his  father;  Fred,  J.  and  Austin  T.,  at  home. 
Governor  Blair's  religion  is  of  the  broad  type,  and 
centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  by  the  Repu^ican  party,  but  was  defeated. 
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\  ENRV  FIOWLANDCRAPO, 
|l  Governor  of  MidiigLin  from 
55  10  1869,  was  boiii  May 
,  1804,  at  Daninoutli,  bris- 
,  tol  Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  at 
Flint,  Mich.,  July  22,  '869. 
e  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and  Phccbe  (Howiand)  Cra|X). 
His  father  was  of  French  descent 
-'  and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  bis 
J^family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
I  Dartmouth  township,  which  yielded 
a  nothing  beyond  a  mere  UveHhood. 
^a  His  early  life  was  consequently  one 
^m  of  toil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
i  intellectital  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  no  charm  for  him ;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.  His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  ai>d 
per^ieveriiig.  He  became  an  ardent  student  and 
wok     from  his  boyhood  thou"h  the  means  of '■""'- 
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context,  would  then  recoid  thi..  delinUion  Whenever 
unable  otherwise  lo  uhtain  the  signUic  ition  of  a  word 
in  which  he  had  become  iiitLie-.ted  hi.  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Ledtoid  for  tnat  purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  to  the  books  it  tlie  library 
and  satisfying  himself  thoroughlj  as  to  its  deiinilion, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusu  d  circumstance 
Under  such  difficulties  and  in  thii  manner  he  com  ■ 
piled  quite  an  extensive  dictionary  m  nianuscrii<' 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  ix)ssej- 
sion  of  a  book  uiion  surveymg,  and  applying  himself 
diligently  to  its  study  became  fimilnr  with  this  art. 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportumiy  to  practice.  Th- 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  witli 
which  to  purcliase  one  A  coinpiss,  however,  he 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  i  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.  Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self for  teaching,  and  took  charge  of  the  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.  When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the  pressure  of  law,  a  high  school  was  to  b.^ 
oi)ened,  he  passed  a  successfi  1  exan  nat  o  for  its 
principalship  and  received  the  1  \yQ  en  To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.  The  1  ei  ed  rigid 
examination  in  various  subject  wh  \  e  ess  tated 
days  and  nights  of  study.     On  n  n^    afte     con- 

cluding, his  day's  labor  of  teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to  New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  calleil 
uiion  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passcMl 
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a  severe  examinalioii.  Receiving  a  certificate  that 
he  WLis  qualified,  he  walked  back  to  his  home  the 
same  iiiijlit,  highly  elated  in  being  jxjssessed  of  the 
acquire ;nents  and  requirements  of  a  master  of  the 
liigh  school. 

Ill  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  lie  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surveyor,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  after  becom- 
i;ig  a  citizen  of  this  place,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  andCoUectorof  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
uniil  the  municipal  g&vernment  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years,— when,  upon  theinangurationof  thecity 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of  taxes,  a  position  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  elecied  Alderman  of  New  Bedford;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  re|Xirt  U|)on  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  itsorganization,Mr.  Crapo  was 
cliojen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
'lot  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out 
his  ideas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of 
locky  and  swamjiy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Here 
lie  stalled  a  nursery,  which  he  filled ivith  almost  evety 
description  of  fruit  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  successful  and  took 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular  contribulorto  the  New- 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  the  wide  reputation  he  acquired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  after  his  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronounced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.'Cr3|x>  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business.  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  H.  Crapo"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mr.  C.  also  look  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  (he  Bristol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  in  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  officer  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment hecom  piled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  185C,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  t837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber 
at  Flint,  Kentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R,  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  cor[x>ration  imiil  its  consolidaiion 
with  the  Flint  &  Pere  Marquette  R.  R,  Company. 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  live  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Repubhcan 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  He  was  re  elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  in  January,  r86o, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  a 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters,  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  Ojjeration  was  per- 
formed  which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  tco  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  arelapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
33.  1869. 

In  Ihe  early  part  of  his  life.  Gov.  Cra^x)  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1835,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Dartmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  success.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  possessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  i:er  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  years.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  bom.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  performing  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  perfo'mance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  oie  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Cra]X},  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  First 
Congressional    District   of  Massafhugetts, 
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I  ENRY  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 
i  ernorof  MicliiL^an  fcoiii  Jan. 
i69,  to  Jan.  i,  1873,  is  a 
f  lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
ielBaldwin,  a  Puritan,  of  Buck- 
ighamshire,  England,  who  set- 
tled at  Milford,  Conn.,  in  1G39. 
His  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege. He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  ill  1826.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
Moses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Princeton  College,  in  1757,  and  the 
first  who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  honored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  in  1813,  where  for  more  than  50 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governor  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  His  mother  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  Nehemiah  Williams,  a  gradaate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Brimfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
lor  2  1  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregationalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  i8r4.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-scliool  education  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He  re- 
mained there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  20  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
his  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
1837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  1858.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
house  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
the  present  time.   Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  prosperity  of  the  city  and 
State  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  behef,  he  has  becii 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  wlio 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  St.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  improvements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B,'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  tlic 
Michigan  State  Bank  until  the  expiration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  Slate 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  i86i-'2  lie 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  a 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporation  ; 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  nv  i 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  01 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  oi' 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  elecle'J 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re  elected  in  1870,  servin- 
from  1S69  to  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  to  say  that  Governor  B.'s  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  to  an  end^the  knowing 
of  how  much  effort  or  attention  to  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in   hand,  has  been  (he  secret   of  llie    uniform 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.  The  same  industry  and  accuracy  that  dis- 
tinguished him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears  in  all  things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  Ijuilding  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State  House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Stale  Board 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  1873.  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at' different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  i.s  would  per- 
mit a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges,  Thelawof  i86g,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities  to  vote  aid  toward  the  construc- 
liou  (if  railroads  was,  in  1870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith.  Governor  B.  felt  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.  His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  lo  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands  of  bona- 
fide  holders.  In  his  special  message  he  says  :  "The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations."  A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1 87  2,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  of  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  ard  as  an  evidence  of  tJie  Governor's  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1S72  to 
1878,  inclusive.  Memorable  of  Governor B.'s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  1871 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  Jiaving  been  re- 
duced to  ashes,  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  upon  the  people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State 
were  laid  waste  by  the  same  destroying  element. 
.A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf- 
fering people  of  Michigan.  The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  than 
^700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.  So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  abou' 
3  months,  that  the  Crf)vernor  issued  a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,  and  announcing  that  further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  own 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Europe 
and  other  portions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Steamer  Arill,  which  was  captured  and 
bonded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,  by 
Capt.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  transaction.  The  following  estimate  of 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leading 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:  "The  retiiing  message 
of  Governor  B,,  will  be  read  with  interest.  It  is 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses  the  li:cid 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  which 
have  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  documents 
from  the  same  source.  Governor  B.  retired  to  private 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adminis- 
tration amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout  the 
State.  Fof  many  years  eminent  and  capable  men 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  but  in 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  genuine 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and  in  practical 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself  lo  be 
the  peerof  any  or  all  of  them.  The  State  has  been  un- 
usually prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  the  State 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  needs  of 
the  times.  The  retiring  Governor  has  fully  earned 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  he  to-day 
[xissessc;  to  such  remarkable  degree. ' 
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OHN  JUDSON  BAGLEY, 
'  G>vernor  of  Michigan  from 
1873  to  1877,  was  born  in 
[  Medini  Orleans  Co.,  N.  V., 
I  J  ly  24  1832.  His  father,  John 
Bdgley  was  a  native  of  New 
s  Hampshire  his  mother,  Mary  M. 
Bagley  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
tended tht  district  scliool  of  Lock- 
>  port  N  V  until  he  was  eight  years 
old  it  which  time  his  father  moved 
J  Constantme  Mich.,  and  he  at- 
'  tended  the  ccmmon  schools  of  that 
village  His  e«ly  experience  was 
1  ke  that  of  many  country  boys  wjiose 
.  parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
et  [jortion  of  the  West. 
■  His  father  1  eing  in  very  poor  circum- 
I  stances  Mr  B  was  obliged  to  work 
he  was  able  to  do  so. 
Leaving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
\  he  entered  acoiintrystorein  Constan- 
clerk.  His  father  tjien  re- 
moved to  Owosso,  Mich.,  and  he  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
early  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
and  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
such  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
his  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
secured  employment  in  a  tobacco  manufactory  and 
remained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 

In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  theman- 
ufacturingof  tobacco.     His  establishment  has  become 


one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
has  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  the 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  1865  he-was  appointedby  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  redring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
State  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought,  from  whatever  source  it  may  come, but  was  not 
bound  by  any  rehgiotis  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  respect  ail  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system  of   education,     Jt    was   principally 
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l'.-,TOugh  his  exertions  that  the  State  University  was 
founded,     Mr.  B.'s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 

As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
terized l>y  several  iniixirtant  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  Slate  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studies, by  strengthening  the  bold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  chi.nge  which  has  manifested 
itself  ill  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
others  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  the 
iLianagemcnt  of  the  iienal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the liquot-tax law, taking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  pioved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  Slate  in  the  altitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  firet  time  in  the  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  uixiu  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  B. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administration  that  the  law 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
State,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State,  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
honorable  part  of  the  record  of  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rep- 
resents his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "  attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opjxirtunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failu.e.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
liad  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  ableand 
CL'ltured  brain,  the  will  and  the  jxjwer  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  lo  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
liibor  for  them.     Self  entered  not  into  the  calculation, 
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His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others;  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  papeis  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions,  and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  f  leasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive," 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,' or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  therecipi- 
eiit  of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him: 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money ;  abou': 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year,'' 
He  turned  at  once  and  said ;  "  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  I  hope  I  gav.e  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  more 
next  year  than  I  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charity,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and  spontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  espe- 
cially during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  bust  authors.  Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "Life 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business  or  public  affairs  le 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  of 
tlienutinthe  least  possible  time.  In  reading  he 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  than 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.  After  wh:it 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  ha\-e  al!  of  valiic 
the  book  contained.  Rarely  do  we  see  a  business 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best  English  authors.  He 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
his  elegant  home  was  a  study  and  a  pleasure 
10  his  many  friends,  who  always  found  there  a 
hearty  welcome.  At  Christmas  time  he  would  spend 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  CI aus.  Every  Christ  i:ia:i 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about  him  and,  taking 
ihe  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  story,' 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "The  Night  Before 
Chrisimas," or  Dicker&'s  "Christmas  Carol."  ' 
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[  HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 
LOovemor  of  Michigan  from 
f  Jan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.  i,  1S81, 
I  was  Ixirn  al  Newburg,  Orange 
County  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1825. 
He  IS  the  only  son  of  John  and 
Sallie  (Hicks)  Croswell.  His 
father,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
extraction,  was  a  paper-maker, 
and  carried  on  business  in  New 
York  City.  His  ancestors  on 
his  mothers  side  were  of  Knickcv- 
i  bocker  descent.  The  Croswell 
[  family  may  be  fonnd  connected 
.  with  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
and  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
tence of  the  Republic.  Harry  Cros- 
well, during  the  administration  of 
'llfl]  President  Jefferson,  pubhshed  a  pa- 
per called  the  Balance,  and  was 
prosecuted  for  hbeling  the  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
s  defended  by  the  celebrated 
I  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
K»v  ^f  the  case  estabHsed  the  important  ruling  that 
thfc  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.  Another 
member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
ous editor  of  the  Albany  Argus ;  also.  Rev.  WilHam 
Croswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

When  Charles  M,  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
his  father  was  accidentally  drowned  in  the  Hudson 
River,  at  Newbui^  ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
ing that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died, — 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
family,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon   the  death 
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of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan.  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  ihe  car- 
penter's trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
time  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du- 
ties of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1852.  In  1854,  betook  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  st  Jack- 
son in  that  year,  which  |jut  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican Stale  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partiiershi|i  with  the  present  Chief-Jus 
tice  Cooley,  which  continued  until  the  removLil  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor, 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croswell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  the  spring  of  the  same  year;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  io  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Senate.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  1866,  during  each  turm  filling  the  jmsi- 
tions  above  mentioned.  Among  various  reports  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
de.ith  penalty,  and  another  against  a  proposition  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coip, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  may 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instrument  ratified  by  Michigan, 
In  1863,  from  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  :n  fa'.'or  of  the  Proclama- 
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lion  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
-  elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men  ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  Was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  projxised  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  f.iitness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  fomi- 
ally  acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  portraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi- 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  ptartical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr,  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Goveinor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  sime  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
by  acclamation,  wi^iout  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposingcandidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him,  both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care ;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  formal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  "  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life,  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.  In  Februarv,  1852,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable  and  sunny  qualities.  She 
suddenly  died,  March  rg,  1868,  leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.  Governor  Croswell  is  not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  but  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  pursues  the  profession  of  law, 
but  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  his 
own  interests,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  advice  in 
business  difficulties,  for  which  h.is  unfailing  pru- 
dence and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Gov- 
ernor Croswell  is  truly  popular,  not  only  with  those  of 
like  jxilitical  faith  with  himself,  but  with  (hose  who 
differ  from  him  in  this  regard.     . 

During  Gov.  Croswell'a  administration  the  public 
debt  was  greatly  reduced ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  insututions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations; laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribreiy  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  opened 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 
occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building.  The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
both  life  and  properly  was    prevented    at   that  time. 
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^  DAVIDH.  JEROME, Gover- 
T  of  from  Jan,  i,  1881,  lo 
\  Jan.  T,  [883,  was  bom  at  De- 
,  Midi.,  Nov.  17,  i8zg. 
parents  emigrated  to 
Michigan  from  Trumansbiirg, 
Tompkins  Co.,  N.  V,,  in  i8z8, 
locating  at  Detroit.  His  father 
died  March  30,  1831,  leaving 
nine  children.  He  had  been 
twice  married,  and  four  of  the 
Lhddren  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring of  his  first  union.  Of  the 
five  children  by  his  becoiid  marriage,  David  H.  was 
the  youngest  Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
widow  moved  back  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
until  Ihe  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the  first  wife 
continuing  their  residence  in  Michigan,  In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  County.  Here  the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  sent  lo  the 
district  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.  In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  hear: 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.  The 
heavy  labor  of  the  farm  was  carried  on  by  his  two 


older  brothers,  Timothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  Hved  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  giibernatoria!  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fait  of  his  i6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
m  hauling  logs  in  the  pire  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  beingClerkin  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  1848-49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  1849- '50,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "  TifT  "  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  Utter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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vessels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  coiiceived  the  idea  of  lowing  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
operation.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men,— 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  8o,oao 
bushels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  milking  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,"  a  ves'iel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clair.  David  H.  came  out  free  fnam  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  tjie 
spring  of  185  I ,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  "Ruby,"  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Goderich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  propeller  "Prince- 
ton." running  between  Detroit  and  Buffalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
nv  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  owners,  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  plauTied  and  put  a  tunt.el  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  supply  began  to  fail  with  the  dry 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  left  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  Clair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  departure.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  ihe  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
at  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  When  the  Repub- 
iican  party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  iJavid  H, 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  tolhe convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members."  In  1862,  he  was  CDm- 
missioned  by  Gov.  Austii,   B'air  tc  raise  or.e  of  the 


six  regiments  apporrioned  to  the  Stale  of  Michigan, 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  al  various  points.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  lime  the  Z3d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant record. 

In  the  fall  of  1863,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  by 
the  Republican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  z6th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
ponent. The  contest  was  very  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  (he  triumphant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.  He  was 
twice  renonjinated  and  elected  both  times  by  in- 
creased majorities,  defeating  George  Lord,  of  Bay 
City,  and  Dr.  Cheseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  apjxiinted  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Atfairs,  and  was  ac- 
rive  in  raising  means  and  troops  to  cany  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  position  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldiers' 
IJome  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selected  by  Gov.  Crapo  as  a  military  aid, 
and  in  1865  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State 
Military  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eight 
consecutive  years.  In  1873,  he  was  api»inted  by 
Gov.  Bagley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prepare 
a  new  State  Constitution,  and  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  1875,  Mr.  Jerome  was  appointed  a  memberof 
the  Board  of  Indian  Commissioners.  In  I876  he  was 
Chairman  of  a  coumission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  the 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  t.->  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  difl[icuhies.  The  commission  went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  Idaho, 
a  distance  of  60a  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  State  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  fornomination,  and  on  the  5th  day  of  the 
month  received  the  highest  honor  the  convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.  His  opponent  was  Freder- 
ick M.  Hoiloway  of  Hillsdale  County,  wh',  was  si;d- 
ported  by  the  Democratic  and  Greenback  parties 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  both  parties, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  on  the  evening  of 
election  day,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  h.id 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  lo 
occupy    the   highest    position   within    theiv    gift. 
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\  OSIAH  W.  BEGOLE,  the 
Lpresent  (1883),  Coveniot  of 
t  Michigan  was  bom  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N,  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
1815.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
,n  early  period  in  the  State  of 
][|^{^1  Maiyland.  His  grand  father,  C  apt. 
B^^W  Bolles,  of  that  State,  was  an  offi- 
li  Mm^J  cer  in  the  American  amjy  during 
J  h3M  \,  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  About 
e  beginning  of  the  present  ccnt- 
,  ur)  both  his  grandparents,  having 
,  become  dissatisfied  with  the  insti- 
]  tution  of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
I  ivingston  County,  N,  Y.,  then 
1  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
1  number  of  their  former  slaves,  who 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
H  ^  fiither  was  an  officer  in  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
the  war  of  181 2. 
Mi.  f  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
house,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
Academy,  at  Geneseo,  N,  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  ten  cliildren,  whose  parents  were  in  moder- 
ate though  comfortal>le  circumstances,  he  was  early 
taught  habits  of  industry,  and  when  zi  years  of  age, 
being  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
solved to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  as  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1836,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  'I'erritory  of  Michigan  ^ 
then  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  FHnt.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  this  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  as  his  home. 

In  tlie  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one , 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com- 
lietence,  Mr.  Begole  ascribes  largely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  fami  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  tofvnsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was^ 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiting 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  was  the  greatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  liter  he  was  a  member  in  Congress 
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Gov.  Begole  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  tliat  would  be 
required  to  pay  tlie  same. 

Ill  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  lie  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  hberal  and  pubhc- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capitol 
building  worthy  of  the  State,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  he  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  to  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  aftercompelingfor 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.  Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  upon  the 
only  subject  recommended  bj'  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
]X)licy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker," 

In  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon,  David   H.  Jerome, 


receiving  t4<),697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fait 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  fiom  the  Flint  Globe,  the  leading  Re- 
publican pai^er  m  Gov.  Begole 's  own  county,  and  it, 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  political  campaign, 
which  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth : 

"So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head  of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.  He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  politics,  but  for 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
pose nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.  He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest political  enemies.  He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does  not  beat  in 
the  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.  He  is  not  much 
given  to  making  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words.  There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all  parts  of  the  Slate  where 
Mr.  Begole  is  acquainted,  who  have  had  practical 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable  to 
step  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they  do  not 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that  he 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  pnsve  a 
forlorn  hope.  But  the  Republican  party  in  Michigan 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Demo- 
crats and  Greenbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by  so 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imperfect  without  referring 
lo  the  action  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calamity 
that  in  1881  overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and  Detroit  committees  were 
quarrehng  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  10  an  agent  in  the  ",bumt  district"  a  letter,  from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence: 
"Until  the  differences  between  the  two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.  Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."     This   displays  his    true    character. 
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of  Michigan  for  the  term  com- 
mencing Jan,  1 ,  1 885,  was 
boi'ii  in  Lafayette  Township, 
^  Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
1836.  Having  lived  a  teni- 
pemtu  life,  lie  is  a  comijarative 
young  nian  ill  appearance,  and  pos- 
sesses those  mental  faculties  that  are 
the  distinguishing  eliaracteristies  of 
loliust,  mature  and  educated  man- 
hoort.  When  11  years  of  ago  both 
jiis  parents  died,  leaving  liim  -.vilha 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
port and  without  auy  of  thesubstan- 
lial  means  of  existence.  Lacking  tlie  opportunity  of 
iiettor  employment,  lie  worked  oil  a  farm  in  EichDeld, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  i)art  of  each  of  tiie  succeeding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enougli  to  defi-ay  his  ex- 
penses at  Richfield  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  a  very  good  English  education, 
anil  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
<iuent  winters.  In  1S57  hecoramenced  tiiostiidyof 
law  in  the  ofliees  of  Wolcott  &  Upson  at  Aiiron,  re- 
maining uutil  Mareli,  1859,  when  he  was  admitted 
to  tJic  bar  by  tJie  Ohio  Supremo  Court,  lie  then 
lenmved  to  ClevcLind,  and  entered  the  law  offira  of  , 
Otis  it  Cofiinbiu-v,  where  lie  remained  sevei'al  i 
months.  Here  he  contmued  liis  studies  witli  in-  i 
creased  zeal,  and  did  mnch  gener.d  reading.  Hjird  j 
study  uLid  close  conftnementtootliceworli,  however,  , 
hegaii  t(j  tell  on  his  conatrUition,  and  failing  health  [ 
warned  him  that  he    must  gecic  other  occii^Mtion,    i 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  the  law  and  re- 
moved to  GraiKl  Itapids,  Mich,,  to  engage  in  the 
limiber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  trooiis 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Alger  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mich. 
Cav.  and  was  rauslercd  into  the  service  of  Uk' 
United  States  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  liis  company.  He  partici|)ated  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  wa.' 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injmy  was  received  ir 
the  battle  of  Booneville,  Miss.,  July  2,  186£, 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  oi 
Major.  On  the  same  occasion  his  Colonel,  the 
gallant  Phil.  Shortdan,  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier  General.  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
1  Gth  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Sixth  .Mich.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  his  regiment  to  the  AL-my  of  the  Potomac. 
After  marked  sovvico  in  the  early  campaign  of  18C3, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  Juno  i  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fiftli  Mich.  Cav.  His 
regiment  at  this  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.  On  the  6th  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Booncshoro,  Md,  In  this  conflict  he 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  tenipoiTiry  imiMirniont,  and  in  October,  18G4, 
he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
cai'cer  as  a  soldier  included  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contests  of  the  war.  He  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  Imttlea  fought  by  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
Jand  by  Gen.  Loe  iii  18G3,  up  to  the  date  of  liis 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occnrretl  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  66  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  "gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  duty,  Gon.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln'  and 
visiting  nearly  all  tbe  armies  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  lias  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  tlie  well-known  firm  of  Moore  & 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  B.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corporation  of  Alger,  Smith  & 
Co.,  which  succeeded  li.  A.  Alger  &  Co,  IIo  is  also 
president  of  the  Mauistique  Lumbering  Company 
and  pi'osident  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  k  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  Ihc  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  helil  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  frOm  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  politics  lias 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  Ills  country. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
tbe  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs.  His  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  array  life,  and  altliough 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  witb 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gtay  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  witli  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gmy  suiting.  A  liigh  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  slioes  and  wliite  plug  liat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel.  He  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  Ho  is  one  of  tbe 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
liow  busy  he  may  be,  he  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a. cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  .iffable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  always  animate  his  bearei-s. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
office  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stiys  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
business  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  tbe 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  al. 
liis  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Although  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
general  culture.  He  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  lias  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  taste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  perhaps  the  liandsomest  tliat  grace  tlie 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  intere^ng  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  H.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  lie  was  married 
April  2,  ISGi.  Sheis  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  cliildrcn.  Fay. 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tall 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  a  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  tlie  past  yeai 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  ai-e  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  11 ;  Fred,  aged  D,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  AH  are 
briglit  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  at  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit, 


I  loslcd  by 


Google 


,  Google 


Z^- 


,  Google 


GO  VERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


y3?us   Qra^    ^tZGO. 


IRUS    GRAY    LUCK,    the 

pie  ent  Governor  of  Miclii- 
gaii  combines  in  his  charac- 
ter the  substantial  traits  of 
tlie  New  England  ancestry 
tf  his  f:ither,and  the  chival- 
r<.  us  anc!  hospitable  elements 
peouliai  to  the  Southerners,  which 
e  t  J  him  fiom  liis  mother's  sirie  of 
the  house  The  New  Englanders,  act- 
,  ive  m  the  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  this  desired  result  was  aecom- 
plibhed,  turned  their  attention  to  the 
S"  growth  and  development  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  had 
constituted  independent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vations they  endured  and  tlie  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  the  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  1-uce  was  born  iu  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  fatlier  was  a  native  of 
Tolland.  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  iu  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Reserve  in 
Northern  Ohio.  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va- 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  tiie  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomforta- 
ble as  an  abiding-place  at  thnt  time,  and  accord- 
ingly, with  his  wife  and  family  of  young  cUildren, 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio,  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  1819, 
were  united  in  marriage,  and  continued  residents  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  1836,  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  Cyrus  G.  of  this  slsetch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov,  Luce  were 
not  materially  different  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.  He  was 
tauglit  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and  to  make  himself  useful  around  the  pioneer 
homestead.  Wlien  twelve  yeara  of  age  his  parents 
removed  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind,  This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  privations  which  the 
family  experienced,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scaice,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  otiier  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  log  school-house,  and  in  summer  as- 
sisted in  clearing  away  the  forests,  fencing  the 
fields  and  raisingcropsaftertheland  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  toi-ms  an  academy  located  at  On- 
tario, Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  the  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth -dressing  and  wool-carding 
establishment,  where  Cyrus  G.  acquired  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  had 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  the  meantime  he  had  become  intei'ested  in  local 
politics,  in  which  he  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  tlie  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  He 
made  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  defeated  by  eleven 
majority.  This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  his  life,  and  that  same  jrea\; 
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Mr,  Luce  purchased,  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
whicli  he  at  once  entered  upon,  cleaving  away  tlie 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arraugements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
wnsiinited  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A,  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  Llio 
wife,  which  took  place  in  Augnst,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  tlic  daughter  of  Ohed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  woll-lo-doand  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  borji  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov,  Lnee  contracted  a  sec- 
ond marriage,  with  Mrs,  Mary  Thompson,  of  Bron- 
son,  this  State.  He  continued  on  tlie  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  pui'cliase  had  been 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  !iad  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  Iiil8d2he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  and 
tivoyears  later,  in  1 854,  was  elected  Representative  to 
tiie  fii-st  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  tl»o  State 
of  Michigan.  He  served  his  township  altogethcT 
eleven  yeai's  asn  member  of  the  Board  of  Suirervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  1860.  In  1864  ho  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  and  re-elected  in 
1866,  In  the  spring  of.l  867  he  was  made  a  member  of 
tlie  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  tlie  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  duties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  lias  gi-cat  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  Houses. of  the  Legislatare  his  name  appears 
upon  every  voll-call.  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  StaU;  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  le-appointed  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  tiie 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
The  office  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  Iiim  to  accept  it,  chiiiiing  that  llie  olfice  wn; 
the  most  difficult  lie  had  to  BlI,  and  was  one  wln'ch 
required  fii-st-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
tlio  State  into  disti'icts,  appointed  nn  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
tlie  affairs  of  tlie  office  so  efficiently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  ail  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
S13-2.000.+9. 

In  August  of  the  year  1886  Mr,  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Republicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  o. 
Miehigan  by  ncolamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber following  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  competitor,  George  L,  Yaple.  In 
1874  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers' organization  known  as  the  Grange.  Believing 
as  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
tiie  educatio'i  and  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
munity, and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties offered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  accom- 
plishing tliis  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  lie 
was  Master  of  the  State  Grange  but  resigned  the 
position  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  agi'icultural  or 
aifairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator 
executive  officer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  affairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen, 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  ir 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
tlie  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  eensc.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  iu  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Pei-sonally,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded, 
intellectnal  and  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendships,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
■above  reproach.  To  the  duties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fitting  dignity,  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duly  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  .■^eon, 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and  Nation, 
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.  EDWIN  E.  WINANS, 
who  began  liis  duties  as 
Governor  of  Michignii, 
January  1,  1891,  is  a  son 
!  of  tlie  Empire  State,  of 
'  wiiichhiaparentsalso were 
From  German  ancestry  on 
the  fatlicr's  side,  he  derives  the  in- 
stincts of  frugality  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  ways  and  means,  and 
these  are  strengthened  by  the  sub- 
stantia! traits  of  tlie  Puritan  fore- 
fathers of  his  mother.  Both  lines 
have  transmitted  to  him  the  love 
of  country  and  home  tlint  has  led 
thousands  into  untrodden  wilds  where  they  might 
secure  that  which  would  be  for  the  future  gowi  of 
themselves  and  posterity. 

John  and  Eliza  (Way)  Wioans  removed  from 
New  York  to  this  State  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  the  boyhood  of 
Gov.  Winana  was  passed.  He  was  about  eight 
years  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal,  having  been 
born  at  Avon,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  May  IG, 
1826,  Upto  tbe-ftge  of  eighteen  years  he  attended 
the  district  school,  and  he  then  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1850. 
The  excitement  attendant  upon  the  discovery  of 


gold  in  California  had  not  died  out,  and  young 
Winans  felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  coast  and 
try  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  He  decided  in  favor 
of  the  overland  route,  crossed  the  plains  in  safety, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  eight  years  in  seeking  the 
precious  metal — a  quest  that  was  fairly  successful. 

Returning  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Winans  bought  land  and  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  retained  the  farm  as  his  home  through 
all  the  ciianges  various  official  positions  have 
brought  him,  and  joyfully  returned  to  it  whenever 
his  faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  would  allow. 
His  estate  now  includes  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  buildings  of  tiie  best  construction  and  modern 
design.  In  connection  with  general  farming  Gov. 
Winans  has  given  considerable  attention  to  raising 
stock  of  high  grades,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  departments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  believes  that  his  success  in  political  life 
is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  identification  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  and  no  doubt 
he  is  right. 

The  public  career  of  Gov.  Winans  began  in  1860, 
when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  eonnty  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  served  two  consecutive 
terms,  covering  the  period  from  1860  to  1865.  In 
1867  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
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vention  of  the  State,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  Livingston  County  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  The  next  important  position  occu- 
pied by  Gov.  Winana  was  that  of  Congressman  dur- 
ing the  Forty-eighth  and  Forty-ninth  Congresses, 
representing  the  Sixth  Disliict.  It  was  always  his 
lot  to  be  nominated  for  olflce  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  decidedly  in  the  minority,  but  such  were 
his  personal  characteristics  and  his  reputation  as 
one  interested  in  the  welfare  of  that  great  class, 
the  farmers,  that  in  every  case  he  made  a  successful 
race.  When  he  was  put  up  for  Congress  the  oppo- 
sition had  a  majority  in  the  district  of  three  thou- 
sand votes,  but  he  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
thirty.  While  in  Congress  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  tending  to  the  public  good  and 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Agriculture  and  Pen- 
sions. In  the  fall  of  1891  his  name  headed  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  State. 

In  his  private  life  Gov.  Winans  has  been  as  ex- 
emplary as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  useful 
and  influential.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
practice  has  the  close  sympathy  of  his  wife,  who 
belongs  to  the  same  society.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Hamburg,  Livingston  County,  in 
1855,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Galloway,  who 


was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  she  still  calls  home, 
aa  it  was  bouglit  of  her  father  by  Gov.  Winans. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Haight) 
Galloway,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Livingston  County,  whither  they  t-ame 
from  New  York.  She  isan  educated,  refined  woman, 
whose  mental  attainments  and  social  qualities  fit 
her  for  the  position  which  she  occupies  as  hostess 
of  the  Gubernatorial  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Winans  have  two  sons,  George  G  ,  who  is  now  act- 
ing as  his  father's  private  secretary,  and  Edwin  B., 
Jr.,  a  graduate  of  West  Point, 

Gov,  Winans  has  in  former  years  shown  himself 
capable  of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object,  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  it  is  often 
said  that  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  judge  of  a  man  until 
his  career  is  closed,  j'et  Gov.  W^inans  has  acted  his 
part  so  well  thus  far  in  life  that  be  is  confidently 
expected  to  add  to  tlio  credit  that  already  belongs 
to  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michigan,  and  which 
to  a  certain  extent  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  and  are  its  chief  executives.  Among  bis 
personal  characteristics  are  those  of  a  love  of  truth, 
justice  and  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindly  spirit 
wliich  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 
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^HE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
[etuatetlie  names  of  their 
pLoncers,  lo  furnish  a  record 
01  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
2SS  The  civilization  of  our 
da)  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duly  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent lime  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
the  iselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demj.nd  that  a  record  uf  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphic j.1  history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
people  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  iis 
primitive  state  may  be  preservi.-d.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  great  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
I  lie  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
hsritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining who  can  relate  the  incidents  of  the  first  days 
if  settlement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
iictual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
vation of  evems  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time, 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
their  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  obhvion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  lieen  in  proper, 
tion  |to  the  amount  of  .intelhgence  they  possessed. 
Th-;  pyramids  of  Egypt  were  built  to  perpet\iate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations made  by  the  archeologists  of  Egypt  from 
buried  Memphis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  tlieir 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  nges. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  ihat  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obehsks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  exlent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  ndmirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougl- 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  speak  only  trutli  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live* 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 
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AK  CLl'TF,  M.S..t!n^  I'ro^ 
ideiit  of  tlif  Micliiiiaii  Ag 
riciill  Liml  fi..lk'gf.  is  a  na- 
tive of  New  Vurk.  Uimi  in 
the  ti.wiiof  ISollilfliciii.  Al- 
Itaiiv  t'ounty,  Mjiii.-!i  II. 
llifi  iincestoi's  wci-e  iiniuii^i  . 
ly  settlei-sin  Sai'atojra  Coiuity 
lie  from  llollmul,  Like  iiiiiny 
men  who  have  tiiken  |inniii- 
[icnt  iKiwitioiK!  ill  ediR'atiuiml  ii.'  well 
us  Govenimtutal  afffliiv.  I'lwidunt 
C;iute  is  descended  from  parents 
lives  were  dedicated  to  the 
lliiiji.  His  father  was  Kiehard  (lute 
and  bis  mother's  maiden  name  was  l-iiey  flements. 
When  our  subject  wa^  eleven  yeai-s  of  «{fe  his 
mother  died,  and  tlie  family  Iwiiig  liroken  up,  he 
went  to  live  in  Valatie,  Columbia  County,  N.  V., 
in  the  home  of  John  Corning;  there  he  remained 
two  and  a  half  years  attending  the  district  sch.K.I, 
after  whieh  he  entered  the  Oalt  Street  Schwil  at 
Binghainpton,  remaining  tliere  one  year.  Wlien 
seventeen  yestrs  of  ajre  he  was  chosen  I'rineipal  of 
the  Fii-st  Ward  School  in  Binghampton  and  the 
second  year  he  secured  a  more  i-esponsible  position 


agricnltnral 


ii>  I'rincipHl  of  tlie  Oiik  Street  Sc'hool.  where  he 
had  hei'n  a  pupil,  Tliere  he  i-emained  for  one 
year  and  tlien  feeling  the  need  of  a  nioi-e  thorough 
pi-e}}aratiou  foi'  his  chosen  profession,  he  entered 
tilt'  STisquehanna  Seminary,  acting  sis  assistant 
ti'iichei  :in(l  at  the  same  lime  taking  advanced 
wiiik.  The  want  of  funds  again  compelled  him  to 
seek  :i  positiou  as  teacher,  and  he  l>ecame  Principal 
of  the  public  school  at  Chenango  Korks.  N.  Y. 

hi  It^.'iT  I'rof.  Clut*  came  West  and  located  in 
Ionia,  this  Statu,  where  he  taught  a  private  school 
for  several  months.  In  the  fall  of  1859  he  entered 
the  Sophomore  cla;ss  of  the  .igricultui-al  College. 
but  diiring  the  winter  vacation  of  the  same  year 
he  iH'caine  Principal  of  the  Jonia  si'hools.  The 
next  year  he  i-eturned  to  the  college  and  was  grad- 
uated with  the  Class  of  '62,  which  was  the  second 
class  that  was  graduated  from  the.Michigan  Agit- 
enltui-al  College.  Mr.  ('lute  bears  the  distinction 
of  delivering  the  flrat  oration  that  was  evei'  given 
by  H  graduate  from  an  agrienltural  wllege  in 
America  at  a  college  (,'ommencement,  the  first  class 
not  having  commencement  exei-cises  as  the  major- 
ity of  the  graduates  entered  the  aimy  when  the 
fii'st  call  was  made  for  troops. 

After  finishing  his  college  cours?   frpf,   CluW 


,  CO  by  Google 


192 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


was  made  Principal  of  the  DeWitt  schools,  but  was 
soon  called  batik  to  his  Alma  Mater  as  instructor  in 
mathematics.  In  two  year's  time  he  was  given  the 
Chair  of  Mathematics  and  retained  that  position 
until  1866,  finally  i-esigiiing  it  to  take  a  year's 
course  of  study  in  the  Meadville,  Pa,,  'ITieological 
Heminaiy.  liecoming  a  L'nitaiian  minister  he  ac- 
cepted a  iwistorate  in  ^'inelaIld,  N.  J.,  and  there 
remained  for  six  years.  During  the  first  year  of 
his  ministiy  he  I'etumed  to  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege and  entered  into  the  matrimonial  relations 
with  Miss  Mary  MeiTylees,  a  sister  of  the  wife  of 
ex-l'resident  Abbot,  After  the  time  of  his  pastor- 
ate mentioned  above  he  was  called  to  Newark,  K. 
J.,  wliere  he  remained  for  two  j'ears.  His  next  pas- 
torate was  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  four 
years  and  then  l>ecame  pastor  of  a  church  in  Iowa 
•  City,  remaining  there  for  eight  yeare.  While  in 
Iowa  sevei-al  eminent  parishoners  sat  under  liis 
preaching.  Among  the  number  may  be  mentioned 
the  Hon.  (ieorge  W.  McCrary,  M.  C,  and  -Secretary 
of  War  under  ex-President  Hayes;  also  Justice 
Kamuel  F.  Miller,  of  the  United  States  .Supreme 
Court. 

From  Iowa  City  Prof.  Clut«  went  to  Pomona, 
Cal.,  and  there  organized  a  new  churcli  over  which 
he  was  )>astor  for  one  year.  At  this  time  he  was 
chosen  Pi-esident  of  the  Michigan  Agricultuml 
College  by  the  State  Board  of  Agi'iculture,  and 
assumed  charge  of  the  institution  in  May, 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  exclusively  e 
the  administrative  work  of  the  college.  President 
Ctute  and  his  wife  have  been  favored  with  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children.  There  are  four  boys  and 
tlu-ee  girls  whose  names  in  order  of  birth  are  as 
follows;  William  is  now  (1891)  twenty-two  years 
old;  Oscar  twenty-one;  Lucy  eighteen;  John  died 
at  the  age  of  three;  Katharine  is  thirteen  years  nld; 
Kdward  eleven  and  Marian  seven. 

In  early  life  I'l'esident  Clute  was  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man  and  natuially  joined  the  Republican 
party,  but  in  1872  he  was  an  adherentof  the  party 
which  favored  and  nominated  Greeley,  and  at  that 
time  accepted  the  nomination  for  Congress  in  the 
first  district  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  defeated  in 
the  campaign,  since  which  time  he  has  been  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  lisiially   affiliating  with   the 


Prohibition  party.  Wliih'  in  Iowa  he  did  some 
telling  work  lor  the  tempei-anc*^  cause  and  was 
President  of  the  Johnson  County  Temperance  Al- 
liance during  the  great  constitutional  amendment 
campaign  in  that  State.  It  was  carried  bj-  thirty 
thousand  majority  but  the  Supreme  Court  declared 
it  unconstitutional. 

President  Clute  has  always  l)&en  strongly  inter- 
ested in  agricultural  matters.  When  a  student  at 
Michigan  Agricultural  College  he  was  editor  of 
the  Western  Mural,  a  journal  published  in  Detroit, 
and  while  in  Vineland,  N.  J.,  he  found  time  to 
conduct  the  agricultural  department  in  a  weekly- 
paper  thei-e  and  was  a  worker  in  the  Vineland  l>iB- 
trict  Fair  Association.  He  was  for  some  time 
President  of  the  Vineland  Farmer's  Club,  at  that 
time  the  largest  in  the  United  States  and  having  a 
membership  of  four  hundred.  While  in  Iowa  he 
was  for  a  time  editor  of  the  Iov)a  Stock  Journal  of 
Iowa  City,  and  in  the  last  named  place  he  became 
interested  in  bee  culture,  fii'st  taking  it  ui)  as  a  re- 
creation from  the  fatigue  of  his  study,  but  flnall.v 
the  business  grew  until  he  w.is  able  to  realize  a 
crop  of  seventeen  thousand  jjuunds  of  honey  dur- 
ing one  season. 

President  Clnte  is  a  brother  of  the  Hon.  I^niuel 
C'lute,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Ionia,  Mich.,  and  also 
of  James  Monroe  Clute,  an  engineer  living  at 
Schodack  Landing,  N.  T.  His  father  died  in  the 
'608;  his  mother  in  1850.  The  degree  of  Master  of 
vScience  was  conferred  upon  him  some  years  ago  by 
his  Alma  Mater  in  recognition  of  his  research  and 
discoveries  in  the  scientific  field.  His  busy  life  has 
not  prevented  him  from  becoming  a  popular  lec- 
turer on  gulijecls  pertaining  to  education,  agricul- 
ture, temperance  and  other  vital  questions  of  the 
day.  He  ha«  also  Iteen  a  frequent  contributor  to 
the  reviews  and  magazines  of  the  United  States,  in 
subject  matter  covering  the  fields  of  speculative 
philosophy,  physical  science  and  practical  ethics 
and  education.  He  has  written  a  number  of  short 
poems  which  have  i-eceived  praise  from  able  critics. 

During  the  brief  administration  of  President 
Clute  the  college  lias  reached  the  highest  degree  of 
prosperity  that  it  has  ever  enjoyed.  A  fair  meas- 
ure of  this  success  is  due  to  his  efforts  and  abilltj', 
and  from  his  wisdom,  power  and  experi^oe  the 
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friend,-  of  the  Mitliigaii  Agrit-uUiiral  College  mftv 
confldently  expect  to  pee  the  interests  of  this  in- 
stitution advanced  to  tlie  liigliest  powible    degiT- 


The  litliographit 
presented  in  v(m 
notice. 


jiti-ait  of   Pressident  CInte    i 


ip^,  MITH  W.  BOWEHS.  T'lie  greater  poitioii 
^^  of  the  life  of  the  gentleman  whose  liiog- 
"It^^J  rapliy  we  shall  attempt  to  give  1h4ow.  ha* 
^^  iKseu  devoted  to  agricnltiiral  calling,  "e 
has  now,  liowovei-,  retiiwl  from  tlie  active  pursuit 
of  tliis  clatis  of  lafwr  and  is  delightfully  situated  in 
the  pleasant  city  of  Howell.  Mi-,  liowers.  like  so 
many  otliei-s  in  the  coiinty,  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  lie  was  horn  iii  C^aynga  Comity  Feb- 
ruarv  »,  1812,  and  isa  son  of  Wliitamoreand  Susan 
(Ward)  lk>wcrs,  natives  of  \ennont  and  Xew  .ler- 
sey  respectively.  Tlie  foniier  was  a  mechanic, 
being  a  maniifacturei'  of  wrought  nails.  He  was 
in  the  War  of  1HI2,  and  having  kept  a  popular 
hotel  in  tlie  city  of  New  York  there  met  many 
of  the  prominent  characters  in  American  history 
and  society.  His  decease  twk  place  in  1H15.  in 
New  York  State.  The  mother  c-amc  West  and  set- 
tled ill  Michigan  with  a  son  in  I83S.  She  died  in 
Washtenaw  C'ouaty,  this  State.  Her  father  was 
.lonas  Ward,  who  is  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
who  had  served  as  Captain  of  the  New  .lei-sey 
State  Militia  and  also  as  a  soldier  in  the  Itevoln- 
tionary  War.  Mi-s.  Bowers  was  one  of  a  faniil.\'  of 
nine  childi-en  Iwrn  to  her  parents. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing  is  one 
<,f  a  family  of  eight  children.  Now,  however,  he 
is  the  only  living  repre^^entative  of  this  genera- 
tion. He  was  reared  a  farmer  lad  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.  There  he  I'eceived  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  after  finishing  his  coui-se  was 
engaged  as  a  teacher  for  a  period  of  four  yeai-s, 
one  year  of  which  was  spent  in  New 
other   three    in    Washtmmw    Count. 


having  conic 

of  Superior,  ' 


.('ttlingfirs 
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to  which  lie  later  added  other  land,  so  that  he  was  _ 
the    i>wner    of    one    luindred    and    twenty    acres. 
There    he    lived    for    tlui-ty-three    years.     In    the 
meantime  he  acquired  a  large  amount  of    other 
lands  in  the  same  eonnty. 

The  years  in  which  our  subject  was  associated 
with  the  interests,  of  tlic  town  of  Superior  were  not 
confined  solely  to  the  accumulation  of  property 
for  himself  alone,  to  the  excUision  of  othci-  inter- 
ests, for  he  gave  much  time  and  attention  to  local 
government,  having  been  for  a  number  of  yeai's 
SniKsi-visor  and  also  filling  other  ofttces.  in  IHIifi 
he  sold  out  his  interest  and  came  to  Howell,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
lying  within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  villase, 
and  here  he  has  lived  ever  since. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  May, 
IH42,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Warner,  a  native  of  (Jen- 
esee  ('onnty,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Darius 
U'anier.  She  died  in  IHaH  and  our  subject  was 
again  married  two  yeai-s  later  in  April,  IH.'iH-  to 
Miss  Folly  Blood,  of  Washtenaw  County,  this 
State.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of  this  union- 
Ellen  and  Frank.  Mi-s.  Polly  Powers  passed  away 
from  this  life  November  I.  IHIiT. 

Mr.  Bowei-s  fraternizes  with  the  Republican 
liarty.  Iwlieving  fully  in  the  doctrines  as  held  by 
that  viarty.  He  is  a  public-spirited  man  who  is 
ever  i-eady  to  help  on  a  worthy  enterprise  and  has 
been  one  of  the  chief  promotei-s  in  the  upbuilding 
of  chiirehes,  schoolhouses  and  i-oads.  Having 
almost  attained  his  fourscore  years,  he  is  now  one 
of  the  sul-slantial  men  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
in  this  county. 


C/.ZEV  .1.  (;(.)SS.  A  man  of  recognized 
literaiy  ability,  of  liberal  ideas,  always 
looking  forward  into  the  futiu-e  for  a. 
broader  evolution  of  the  undei-standiug  of 
life,  our  subject  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
intelligent,  loyal  citizens  of  this  place.  He  was 
iKirn  in  Windsor  County.  Vt..  Decemlier  4,  1821. 
His  father,  I>auicl  (ioss,  was  bom  in  Crreenfield,  N. 
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H.,  May  20,  1775.  His  motlier,  whose  maiden 
■  name  was  Sally  Tuck,  was  also  bom  in  New  Hamp-  \ 
shire  in  1778,  and  died  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
in  1848.  His  father  passed  away  in  the  same 
State  and  county  June  1  i,  1838.  The  latter  waa  a 
earpenter  and  joiner,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  farm, 
which  lie  conducted  successfully. 

(Jur  subject's  grandsire,  Tuck  (lOss,  was  a  sett 
captain,  his  ancestors  coming  originally  from  Eng- 
land. Our  subject  worlied  on  the  farm  owned  by 
his  father  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  attend- 
ing a  district  school  a  portion  of  the  time.  He 
removed  to  Ohio  in  183fi,  making  a  stay  there  of 
four  yeai-s,  farming  and  attending  a  school.  In 
1842  he  returned  to  New  Hampshire  and  entered 
an  academy,  wliere  he  reniained  for  one  year.  He 
then  went  back  to  Ohio  and  studied  under  the 
tutelage  of  a  brother,  wlio  had  a  collegiate  ediiea- 
tion  and  was  a  very  skillful  teacher.  He  remained 
in  Ohio  until  1861,  working  on  the  farm  most  of 
the  time,  but  that  yeai-  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  33,  Meridian 
Township,  Ingham  County,  the  same  farm  which  is 
now  owned  by  him. 

At  the  time  Mr.  ("loss  came  here  thei-c   was  only 
a  small  clearing  on  the  place,  he  having  made  all 
tlie  improvements  which  it  now  boasts.     Married 
July  4,  1850,  to  Sarah  D.  Vincent,  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  , 
the  domestic  life    of  our  subject  has    been    very 
liappy.     Thi-ee  childi-en  have  been  a<lded  to  the  ■ 
domestic  realm:  Elsie,  who  was  born  in   1853,  still  i 
remains  at  home  with  her  parenta;  Mary,  bora  in    ' 
1859,  married  Benton  Moore,  who  is  now  working   j 
tlie  farm  which  Mr.   (Joss  owns;  tliey   have  one   > 
child,  Kittie,  who  is  eleven  yeai-s  old;  Helen,  who 
was  born  in  1861,  married  AlphonsoBigelow;  they 
also  have  one  child,  Frank,  who  is  one  year  old. 

Since  living  on  his  pi'esent  farm,  the  original  of 
our  sketch  frequently  worked  at  his  trade,  which  is 
that  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  is  a  man  of 
correct  literary  tastes,  although  he  never  en- 
tered college.  He  prepared  for  Oberlin,  but  was 
disappointed  in  pursuing  his  course.  He  purchased 
a  small  farm  near  the  town  and  on  this  he  lived 
for  thirteen  years,  working  at  his  trade.  While  in 
Ohio  he  studied  medicine  for  two  years  under  a  ■ 
preceptor,  with  a  view  of  becoming  a  physician,  j 


He  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  project,  but 
from  the  knowledge  obtained  from  tlie  study  of  the 
subject,  he  was  enabled  to  prepare  what  is  known 
as  Goss'  Blood  Cleanser,  of  which  our  subject  is 
the  proprietor.  It  i?  a  popular  remedy  and  has 
very  large  sales. 

Ml'.  Goss  is  a  Spiritualist  and  is  well  informed 
on  the  subject  of  the  occult  sciences  and  religions. 
In  polities  he  is  a  Greenbacker,  having  gone  to  that 
iwii-ty  from  the  Democratic  ranks.  While  in  Ohio 
he  si>ent  seven  yeai-s  teaching  in  the  district  schools, 
making  a  specialty  of  penmanship.  Mr.  Goss  has 
lieen  a  frequent  contributor  to  various  leading 
periodicals  of  the  State,  on  subjects  of  general 
interest.  He  has  contributed  numerous  articles  for 
the  T^ansiug  papers.  He  lias  been  elected  to  fill  the 
oHices  of  Drain  C:ommissioner  and  School  Inspector 
of  Meridian  Township. 


JAMES  liOtlAN.  Tlic  farmer  owning  the 
fine  tract  of  land  on  section  15,  Genoa 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  being  there  born  in 
County  Tyrone,  November  1,  1826,  His  father 
was  Patrick  Bogan,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  Angust  11,  1803.  His  grandfather  was 
Edward  Bogan,  who  was  a  farmer  in  Ireland  and 
there  died  in  middle  life.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  America  in  1830,  being  at  that  time 
about  thirty  years  of  age.  He  braiight  his  wife 
and  family  of  five  children  with  him  and  first 
settled  in  New  York  City  where  he  lived  for  two 
years,  thence  moved  to  Hobleton,  N.  J.,  where 
he  lived  for  a  time,  thence  wont  back  to  New 
York.  He  traveled  over  Rhode  Island  and  Penn- 
sylvania, prospecting  for  a  place  to  locate  and 
was  finally  attracted  by  the  glowing  reports  of  the 
new  State — Michigan. 

Patrick  Bogan  came  to  Micliigan  in  1836,  first 
stopping  with  his  family  in  Detroit.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Genoa  Township,  Livingston  County, 
and  located  a  tract  of  land  on  sectioa  13.    In  the 
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spring  of  1837  he  brought  his  family  hither,  hav- 
ing taken  up  forty  acres  which  he  was  engaged  in 

farming.  Their  first  home  was  a  log  house  in  the 
midst  of  tlie  woods.  Tliere  were  at  the  time  num- 
bers of  Indians  wiio  would  have  begged  them  out 
of  Iiouse  and  home  had  they  not  been  firm.  Tlieie 
were  plenty  of  deer  and  wolves  against  which  they 
had  to  guard  and  many,  are  the  beai-s  that  Our  sub- 
ject has  shot.  Deer  were  seen  in  droves  as  com- 
monly as  sheep  now  are. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  hard  worker  and  not 
a  great  while  elapsed  before  the  forty  acres  as- 
sumed the  appearance  of  civilization,  and  to  his 
original  purehaee  he  added  three  eighty-acre  tracts 
and  these  he  farmed  as  fully  as  his  agricultuml 
implements  and  the  limited  aid  tiiat  he  could  get 
would  enable  him.  Those  were  the  days  of  the 
slow  ox-team.  Patrick  Bogan  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  yeai'S — August  19,  1876.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  in  politics  a 
I>emocral.  .  His  wife  was  a  fellow  countrywoman 
of  his  own.  She  bore  him  six  children  and  died 
at  the  ag-e  of  flfty-five  years. 

When  only  four  yeai-s  of  age  our  subject  tros'^ed  | 
the  "three  thousand  miles  of  wet."  He  attended 
school  in  New  York  City  and  later  in  New  Jersey 
and  after  coming  Wests|>ent  one  year  in  a  ichool 
room  in  Detroit,  that  being  a  memorable  one  as  it 
was  held  in  a  log  schoolhouso  and  had  slab  benches 
qnill  pens  and  was  carried  on  by  the  rate  bill  s^  s- 
tem.  He  also  attended  one  winter — 1852 — at  I 
Howell.  Ill  1853  our  subject  went  to  the  copper 
regions  of  Lake  Superior.  For  sixteen  months  he 
worked  in  the  mines.  In  lU'iG  his  fatliei  deeded 
him  eighty  acres  of  laud  and  latei  he  bought  hi* 
present  fine  farm. 

Our  subject  could  not  make  up  his  mind  to 
desert  the  bachelor  ranks  until  latt  in  life  an<l  haj- 
uow  (1891)  enjoyed maritalJeliLitj  foraeven.>eai-o, 
his  marriage  being  celebrated  Febiuan  12,  1884, 
when  he  was  united  to  Kate  Milet,  wlio  was  born 
in  California  and  is  now  quite  young,  Theyiiave 
two  children — Mary  and  Helen  and  our  subject 
only  regrets  that  his  happiness  ha*i  been  delayed  so 
late.  The  owner  of  one  hundred  and  Mty  aeres 
of  land,  Sir.  Bogan  has  one  bundled  acres  under 
the  plow;  he  engages  in  mixed  farming,  a  good   I 


deal  of  his  land  being  planted  in  cereals.  He  also 
i-ftises  considerable  stock,  graded  sheep  and  cattle. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Chureli.  Mr.  Bogan  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  is  an  ai-dent  believer  iu  the  divine  right  of 
free  trade.  In  1881  he  of  whom  we  write  built  a 
fine  frame  residence  upon  his  plaee  at  a  cost  of 
SI800.  It  is  commodious  and  comfortable  and  ia 
the  happy  home  of  a  happy  group  of  people.  Our 
subject  well  remembers  when  he  was  obliged  to 
take  his  wheat  to  Detroit  to  find  a  market  for  it 
and  the  way  of  getting  there  was  by  an  ox-team, 
so  that  the  carriage  was  slow  and  expensive.  Indeed 
it  took  about  a  week  to  go  and  return.  For  eleven 
years  tlie  original  of  our  sketch  helil  the  office  of 
Postmaster  of  what  was  Genoa  Station.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  it  ceased  to  be  a  mail  sta- 


^^-*I'OK(tE  E.  HOUOHTALING.      The  enter- 

'/(  f—~  pnung  farmer  and  good  citizen  whose 
V^Jj  name  we  now  give  is  a  native  son  of  the 
Woherme  Stiite,  being  born  August  31,  1836, 
in  L\on'-,  Oakland  County.  Garrett  and  Rachel 
(Ihomiison)  Houghtaling  were  bis  parents  and  his 
pateinal  giandfather  was  Richai'd  Houghtaling, 
who  was  born  in  Xew  York  and  devoted  himself 
thiough  life  to  farming  pui-snits.  He  came  to 
Michigan  aliont  1835  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  da>s  with  his  son,  Garrett,  and  soon  after  his 
decease  his  widow  also  i>assed  away. 

This  worthy  couple  brought  to  years  of  maturity 
and  usefulness  a  large  family  of  children  as  fol- 
low*: .lohn,  David,  Henry,  (larrett,  Peter,  Mahala. 
Hannah,  Betsey  and  ?ilargaret,  and  all  are  married 
except  Peter  and  Mahala.  The  father  of  our 
subject  had  his  birth  in  New  York  and  was  twice 
married,  first,  to  Lydia  Gates,  by  whom  he  had  two 
son,  William  O.  and  Samuel  (?.,  and  after  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  I-yons,  Oakland  County,  he 
married  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  him 
one  son,  George.     She  died  in  1868. 

Garrett  Houghtaling  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 


I  loslcd  by 


Google 


106 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


and  came  to  Michigan  about  1820,  settling  in 
Wayne  County,  where  he  followed  liis  trade  at 
WaterfoM  until  1837,  when  he  came  to  Orecn  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  e^tahli^hed 
himself.  He  was  prosperous  in  his  business,  and 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competency,  acquiring 
a  farm  of  about  five  liundred  acres,  all  of  it  located 
on  section  23,  This  he  improved  and  cultivated 
and  made  his  home  upon  it  until  he  was  called 
from -earth  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  in  the  year 
1845.  His  religious  convictions  brought  him  into 
union  with  the  Christian  Church  and  his  political 
views  allied  him  with  the  old  Whig  party. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Columbia, 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y,,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Moses  and  Margaret  (Morris)  Thompson,  who  wei-e 
from  New  Jersey,  their  early  home  beiug  near 
Morristown.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  he 
moved  to  New  York,  and  in  1835  came  with  his, 
team  through  Canada  to  Michigan,  being  two  weeks 
on  the  road.  He  settled  in  the  woods  where  Howell 
now  stands  and  built  a  sawmill.  He  was  a  man  of 
means  and  took  up  some  two  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Livingston  County  and  in  Oakland  County. 
His  life  in  Michigan  was  cut  sliort  by  death  as  he 
was  called  away  from  earth  in  1841,  while  living  a 
little  north  of  Howell,  and  his  faithful  wife  who 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  survived  him 
until  1867.     She  died  a,t  tlie  age  of  eighty-five. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr.  Houglitaling  be- 
gan August  21,  1862,  and  his  bride  was  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Olive  ((.'arpenter)  Kandnll. 
This  lady  was  bom  in  Hutou,  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
and  became  the  mother  of  seven  children  who  have 
in  every  waj'  [proved  an  honor  to  their  faithful 
parents,  who  through  their  childhood  and  youth 
gave  them  all  necessary  oppoi-t unities  for  self  im- 
provementand  development.  Jennie  M.  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Albion  College  and  a  teacher  in  Howell; 
Mary  A.,  who  is  an  artist,  is  the  wife  of  C^larence 
Pearce,  while  the  remaining  children  are:  Edward 
S.,  Edith  C,  Grace  O.,  Bertha  L.,  and  Eva  R.  For 
more  than  thirty  years  onr  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Chnreh  and  they  arc  leaders  hi  its 
work  and  social  circles. 

The  early  training  of  our  subject  was  receivtd 


upon  the  farm  and  in  the  schools  of  Oakland 
t'ounty,  and  after  th"!  death  of  the  father  his 
mother  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alva  l*reston. 
The  son  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-six.  when  he  began  for  himself  upon  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  on  section  23.  He  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  forty-four  aci-es  although 
he  met  with  a  serious  logs  thmugh  endorsing  for  a 
friend  and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  one  hundred 
acres  in  order  to  iwy  this  debt;  yet  it  is  evident 
that  he  may  fairly  be  called  a  successful  man.  He 
has  served  as  Township  Treasurer  and  Clerk  and  is 
well-known  in  every  cirele  of  life  in  Cohocbih 
Township  where  he  has  lived  since  1847,  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  which  he  «i)ent  in  Albion, 
to  which  he  moved  in  order  to  educate  his  children. 
He  and  his  household  are  among  the  most  highly 
respected  members  of  society  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  and  ai-e  worthy  of  the  esteem  which  Im 
granted  thero. 


JOHN  H.  MOVER.  We  are  gratified  to  he 
able  to  present  the  life-history  of  the  |)rom- 
inent  citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingham 
County,  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  writing,  and  whose  beautiful  home  may  be 
seen  upon  section  7.  He  is  a  native  of  Oxford 
County,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  June  14, 
1840.  His  father,  Joseph  Moyer,  and  his  mother, 
.Vsenath  (Tuttle)  Moyer  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  his  paternal  ancestoi*  were  of  Gei-man  blood, 
while  on  the  mother's  side  he  comes  of  old  English 
and  Holland  stock.  His  maternal  grandfather  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  his  paternal 
great-grandfather  was  a  German  by  birth  and  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  in  the  American  army,  and 
suffered  scalping  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  British. 

Our  subject  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Ing- 
ham County,  Mich.,  in  1855,  and  the  family  settled 
upon  the  farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  him  in 
Locke  Township.  His  father,  Joseph  Moyer,  estal> 
lished  his  household  in  a  log  cabin  and  the  remains 
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of  tliat  fllx)de  are  still  standing  upon  the  farm, 
foi'mtng  one  of  the  old  pioneer  landmarlts  of  thn 
neighborhood.  The  father  passed  from  earth  April 
11,  1889,  and  his  good  wife  had  been  taken  from 
his  side  November  15,  1883.  Tliey  had  done  a 
great  amount  of  pioneer  work  and  had  brought  up 
their  children  amidst  trials  and  hardships  of  which 
the  present  generation  knows  little.  Of  tlieir 
household  of  seven  children,  six  are  now  living, 
namely:  John  H.,  I'eter,  Hannah,  wife  of  Ezra 
S|>ears,  .Jacob,  James,  and  Mary,  wife  of  George 
Piper. 

Amidst  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  John  Moyer 
gi'ew  to  manhood,  agisting  his  parents  in  subduing 
the  wilderness  and  cultivating  the  farm,  and  upon 
him  the  labors  of  the  home  wei-e  so  severe  as  to 
greatly  limit  his  educational  opportunities.  He 
became  an  extensive  i-eader  and  his  mental  devel- 
opment has  been  mostly  that  which  he  has  attained 
hy  his  own  forethought  and  effort,  lie  was  mar- 
ried April  15,  1872,  to  Mary  .7.  Maxon,  a  native 
of  Livingston  County  and  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Joanna  Haxon,  formerly  of  Livingston  County. 
In  their  later  yeai's  they  made  tlieir  home  in  Locke 
Township  and  here  tlieir  life  terminated. 

Thi-ee  children  have  brightened  the  home  of 
our  subject,  namely:  May,  Emery,  and  John  H. 
Jr.  Mr.  Moyer  lias  been  a  i-esident  of  the  farm  he 
now  owns  since  his  boyhood,  and  he  has  a  fine 
estat«  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acres.  In 
his  political  convictions  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
are  leading  members  of  the  soctial  (:ircles  of  the 
township,  and  are  eminently  useful  intlie  Wesleyan 
Metliodist  Church.  For  one  year  he  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  of  the  township  and  is 
univei^ally  recognized  as  one  of  its  solid  and  in- 
fluential citizens. 


ylLLIAM  H.  SHOOK.  This  respected  farmer 
living   in   Tyrone  Township,  Livingston 
County,  was  Ijorn  November  2,  1839,  in 
PhelpS(  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  parents, 


I   John  and  Delilah  (Schad)  Shook  then  resided.   The 

[  father  was  horn  in  the  western  part  of  Allegheny 
'  County,  Pa.,  and  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife 
was  a  Miss  Kenyon  who  boi-o  him  four  sons  and 
one  daughter  and  the  second  wife  (whose  name  we 
have  ali-eady  given)  was  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  Her 
children  were  William  H.,  Amos,  Peter,  Mary  and 
Perry  C.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-flve,  while 
Amos  died  in  infancy. 

John  8hook  emigrated  from  New  York  to  Michi- 
gan in  November,  1854,  and  here  made  his  home 
in  the  townsliip  of  Tyrone,  whei-e  he  cleared  and 
improved  sixty  acres  of  land  and  lived  in  this 
township  until  his  death  which  took  place  March 
23,  1877.  He  was  at  that  time  seventy-five  years 
old  and  had  long  been  an  earnest  worker  and  de- 
vout communicant  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chureh.  His  good  wife  also  lived  to  about  the 
same  age,  dying  August  12,  1889.  She  was  born 
in  Pennsylvaniaandwasa  daughter  of  Peter  Schad, 
whose  family  name  was  formerly  spelled  Sehort, 
He  was  a  farmer  in  the  Keystone  State  and  later 
lived  in  New  York,  and  finally  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1844.  He  was  the  father  of  five 
sons  and  three  danghters. 
]  The  district  schools  and  tlie  i-outinc  of  farm  life 
I  supplied  tlte  training  of  this  boj'  and  he  remained 
I  upon  the  farm  until  lie  reached  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  he  bagan  for  himself  upon  a  farm  in 
1867,  purchasing  one  liundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  28,  Tyi'onc  Township,  the  very  land  upon 
which  he  now  resides.  This  pi-operty  he  at  once 
proceeded  to  put  in  first-claw  condition  for  farming 
and  lie  has  made  it  of  great  value.  He  has  also 
taken  time  to  serve  his  township  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  his  term  of  service  did  much  towai-d 
improving  the  roads  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Shook  was  married  October  21, 1868,  to  Miss 
Mina  A.  Castor,  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Polly  (Hendricks)  Castor,  who  came  from  New 
York.  Mr.  Castor  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
died  in  Holly  in  June,  1889.  His  wife  passed  from 
earth  four  years  earlier  wJiile  they  were  living  in 
Rose  Township.  To  them  have  been  given  four 
sons  and  five  daughters  and  all  of  them  grew  to 
maturity.     One  sou,  Albert,  sei^ved  bravely  in  th« 
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War  of  tlie  Rebellion  and  Elislm  E.  is  now  a  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  clergyman  of  no  little  repute. 

Kittle  May  Shook,  the  only  child  of  our  subject, 
was  born  November  24,  1869,  and  is  now  a  young 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Fenton  Nonnal  school  where  she  pursued  a 
tlioroiigU  course  of  education  and  did  much  to  de- 
velop her  talents.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Shook  are  both 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Mr,  Shook  is  a  member  and  lias  been  for  thirty 
years,  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  is 
now  the  only  i-epresentative  of  iiis  father's  family 
that  is  left  in  this  country. 


J[|  OHN  J.  LIVERMOEE.  Tlie  pioneers  who 
brought  their  families  to  Michigan  in  the 
j  early  days  of  the  'SOs,  traveling  with  ox- 
'  t^'am  and  prairie  schooner  from  the  East 
and  settling  upon  almost  unbroken  land  with  no 
prospect  of  an  immediate  income,  must  have  been 
possessed  of  brave  hearts  and  a  wonderful  capacity 
for  enduring  hardships,  and  they  are  worthy  of 
honorable  mention. 

Such  an  one  was  the  fatlier  of  the  man  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  who 
passed  through  all  the  hard  times  incident  to  fron- 
tier life  and  with  iiis  bmve  companion  f oreed  nature 
to  give  up  her  treasures  and  to  pi-ovide  a  handsome 
competency  for  their  declining  years.  ^This  father, 
.lames  Livermore,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
who  when  a  boy  went  to  Maine  and  there  grew  up 
on  a  farm.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
being  a  young  man  at  that  time,  as  he  was  born  in 
1 789.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan 
Watson,  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1788. 

James  Livermore,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  farmer  who  died  wlicn  his  son  James 
was  still  a  small  child.  He  therefore  had  to  look 
out  for  himself  and  early  became  independent. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  niarried  in  Tomp- 
kins County.  X.  Y.,  and  resided  tliere  until  the 
father  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  making  the 
journey  in  a  wagon,  coming  around  through  Illi- 


nois, and  being  in  Chicago  when  there  were  but  a 
few  houses  on  the  site  of  what  is  now  known 
throughout  the  world  as  the  World's  Fair  City. 

He  located  in  1835  upon  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land,  upon  section  24,  Una- 
dilla  Township.  There  was  then  no  settlement 
within  two  miles  of  him  but  he  bravely  went  to 
work  and  having  built  a  log  house,  broke  ten 
acres  of  land  and  sowed  half  of  it  to  wheat. 

In  1836  James  Livermore  returned  to  the  East 
tor  his  family,  bringing  them  in  a  wagon  drawn  by 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  being  about  six  weeks  on  the 
way.  He  located  them  on  liis  homestead  and  made 
that  his  home  until  death.  He  was  a  hard-working 
man  and  accumulated  a  handsome  property,  lie 
added  to  his  farm  until  he  had  four  hundred  acres 
and  he  cleared  and  fenced  a  large  portion  of  this 
and  built  a  log  house  in  1850.  The  death  of  his 
wife  occui-redin  1864,  and  he  passed  away  in  1872. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namelyr  Julia,  Mrs.  J.  1). 
Reeves;  our  subject;  Susan,  Mi-s.  Silas  Richmond; 
and  Emma,  Mrs,  John  Richmond.  The  mother  was 
highly  esteemed  for  her  genuine  Christian  charac- 
ter and  was  an  active  memter  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  TomjikinH 
County,  N.  Y.,  October  29,  1822,  and  he  received 
very  little  schooling  after  coming  West,  at  which 
time  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  for  he  had  much 
hai-d  work  to  do  in  assisting  his  father.  He  used  to 
drive  six  yoke  of  cattle  in  bi'eaking  the  upland 
soil.  His  marriage  took  place  in  December,  1848, 
when  he  was  married  to  Charity  Ann  Sayles,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Abby  (Pugh)  Sayles, 
the  latter  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
former  a  New  Y'orker.  After  their  mariiage  in  Tomp- 
kinsCounty,X.  Y.,  they  came  toMichigan  in  1847, 
and  settled  on  section  26,  Unadilla  Township.  Here 
thej'  made  a  permanent  home,  adding  forty  acres 
of  improved  land  to  their  original  eighty  and  here 
Mr.  Sayles  died  December  19,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  His  widow,  who  still  survives 
in  good  health,  has  reached  the  age  of  eighth-three 
yeai-s  and  of  her  three  children  Mi-s.  Livermore  is 
the  only  survivor. 

Mi-s.  Livermoi^   was  bom  March  22,  1629,  in 
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Tompkins  County  N.  Y.,  and  was  eighteen  years  of   I 
age  when  she  came  to  Michigan.     Having  received 
a  good  common -school  education  in  the  East,  she    ' 
found  herself  in  demand  as  a  teacher  in  the  new    , 
country  and  found  employment  in  this  way   for 
some  time.     Her  parents  were  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  her  fa- 
ther was  a  Class-Leader.     One  sister,  Sarali,  mar-    ; 
ried  a  Mr.  C.  B.  Rose,  and  died  in  1848. 

After  spending  one  year  with  Mr.  Livermore's 
parents  the  young  couple  began  life  in  their  new 
home — a  log  house  upon  the  same  site  where  they 
have  now  lived  for  forty-two  years.     Their  earthly 
possessions  were  then  seventy-five  acres  of  land,    ' 
all  uncultivated,  a  log  house,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a 
cow,  ten  sheep  and  a  pig.    Their  present  beautiful 
home  was  built  in  1870,atacost  of  «2,000  and  the 
bam,  which  cost  $500,  was  erected  in  18.54.     Two   i 
hundred  acres  form  the  home  farm,  all  of  which   ' 
are  improved  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five 
acres  which  are  still  in  timber.  They  have  both  done 
genuine  pioneer  work  and   have  passed   tlirough 
years  of  hard  labor. 

This   worthy  couple  ai-e   the   parents  of  eight   , 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely —   i 
Sarah  Jane, bom  Octobers,  1850,  died  October  13,   i 
1852;  Mary  A,  born  February  12.  1854,  now  the   i 
wife  of   .lames    M.    Packard,   living   at   lousing;    \ 
Ahhy  A.,  bom   Xovember  2»,  1857,  is  the  wife  of 
A.  A.  Wood  of  Lansing,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Susie  E.,  born  September  1 1),  1859,  wife  of 
William  F.    Dryer  and  living    in    Bath,  Clinton 
County,  Mich,  with  her  husband  and  two  children ; 
ihdia  A.,  bom  April  17,  1861,  lives  at  Lansing  and 
is    the    widow    of    Clark    O.    Cliapman,    and  the    i 
mother  of  two  children;  James  R,  bom  April  19,   | 
1863,  still  resides  at  home;  Eunice  A.,  bom  Novem-    I 
ber  3,1869,  died  February  5, 1878;  Chattie  R.,  bom    j 
November    3,  1872,   I'esides    at    home.     To  all  of    | 
these  children  has  been  given  an  excellent  common    j 
school  education,  and  their  mother,  who  is  a  mem-    '• 
ber  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  conscientiously    | 
instructed  them  in  the   faith  and  duties  of  the   i 
Christian   religion.     Three  of  the  daughters  have 
been  teachera  and  Miss  Cliattie  is  now  a  student  at 
the  Business  College  at  Lansing. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  for  many 


years  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  an  ardent 
Republican,  although  he  was  formerly  a  Whig  and 
then  a  Know  Nothing.  He  has  filled  the  office  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  for  twelve  years  or  more 
was  an  agent  for  the  June  threshing  engine.  He 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  business  when  a  young 
man  although  he  never  served  his  time  at  that 
trade.  He  was  a  member  of  the  militia  company 
hei-e  in  which  Mr,  Winans,  now  Gov.  Winans  was 
one  of  his  comrades.  In  this  company  he  held  the 
position  of  Second  Sergeant.  He  is  pleased  to  say 
that  in  the  old  days  he  and  his  neighbors  had 
jolly  good  times  in  their  log  cabins  and  had  no 
reason  to  euvy  those  wlio  were  housed  in  more 
pretentious  homes. 


JOHN  N.  (4RKENE,  M.  D.  The  young  pro- 
fessional men  of  I^slie,  Ingham  County 
are  an  element  in  the  development  of  this 
progressive  little  town,  and  are  a  centraliz- 
ing force  in  drawing  within  its  boundaries  the  best 
people  in  that  section  of  tlie  county.  By  their 
character  and  repute  they  ai-e  adding  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  town  and  giving  it  a  standing  among 
the  other  coi-porations  in  this  county.  None  is 
more  thoroughly-  respected  for  skill  and  character 
than  he  of  whom  we  now  write. 

David  Greene  was  the  father  of  our  subject  and 
Mary  (Olin)  Greene  was  the  mother  to  whom  he 
owes  so  much  for  his  early  training  and  education. 
They  were  both  natives  of  Lawrence,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  came  to  Michigan  in 
1851,  and  settled  at  Rochester,  Oakland  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
While  in  New  York  David  Greene  was  a  woolen 
manufacturer,  but  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  de- 
voted liimself  to  farming.  He  died  in  1852,  at 
Rochester,  Mich.,  and  his  wife  survived  him  for 
many  yeai-s  and  finally  passed  away  in  April,  1889. 
In  his  early  manhood  the  father  was  in  very  com- 
fortable  circumstances,  but  later  in  life  be  met  with 
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heavy  losses.  His  political  views  were  such  as  to 
call  liim  to  sympathize  with  the  Wliig  party,  as  did 
most  of  the  Quakers,  among  whom  they  belonged. 
The  grandfathei'  of  our  subject  was  a  Quaker 
minister  named  Edwin  R.  Greene.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  wealth  and  resided  in  Otsego  County,  N, 
Y.  In  1843  he  removed  to  Genesee  County  and 
spent  his  last  days  at  Batavia.  The  Greenes  arc  of 
English  aneestiy,  while  the  Olins,  from  whom  the 
mother  of  our  subject  came,  trace  their  origin  to 
Wales.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  I'hoebe,  Sarahette,  Emily,  Ellen, 
Edwin  R.,lmogene,  William  H.,  John  H.and  David 
M,  After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  widowed 
mother  was  again  married  to  Jacob  Cain,  of  Roches- 
ter, Oakland  County,  Mich.,  by  whom  she  had  three 
children,  Emily,  Edgar  and  Carrie. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  nativity  in  Bata- 
via, Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  March  22,  1851,  and 
grew  up  ujwn  his  father's  fann,  first  in. New  York 
and  afterward  in  Avon  Township,  Oakland  County, 
not  far  from  Rochester.  His  primary  education 
was  taken  in  the  district  schools  and  he  afterward 
attended  the  High  School  at  Rochester,  and  later 
he  spent  two  years  in  the  Litei-ary  department  of 
the  Univei-sity  of  Michigan,  although  he  did  not 
remain  to  take  his  diploma.  Even  before  entering 
the  university  he  had  been  reading  medicine,  and 
in  1882  he  entered  the  Medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  after  studying  three 
yeara,  graduated  with  high  honors  in  the  spring  of 
1886. 

The  fii'st  practice  of  this  young  medical  man  was 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  Dr.  David  M. 
Greene,  who  was  at  that  time  located  at  Plain- 
field,  Livingston  County,  and  afterward  went  to 
Iosco,  where  he  followed  his  profession  until  Octo- 
ber, 1888,  when  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
took  a  full  nine  months'  post  gi'aduate  coui'So  in 
the  Medical  department  of  the  university. 

Our  subject  located  at  Leslie  in  June,  1889,  and 
took  up  the  practice  which  his  brother  had  laid 
down,  as  Dr.  David  had  been  pursuing  his  profes- 
sion at  Leslie  for  a  year  and  a  half  pievious.  The 
young  Doctor  has  built  up  an  extensive  practice 
and  is  already  considered  one  of  the  leading  prac- 
titioners of  the  county.     He  is  a  member  of  the 


Michigan  Medical  Association  and  his  views  on 
political  questions  have  led  him  into  sympathy  and 
affiliation  with  the  Republican  party.  Still,  he 
pays  little  attention  to  political  movements,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  his  pro- 
fession and  his  home. 

It  was  in  September,  1882,  that  Miss  Jessie  M. 
Doying,  of  Cass  City,  Tuscola  County,  this  State, 
and  a  native  of  that  city,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Dr.  Greene.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Joanna  Doying  and  is  possessed  not 
only  of  a  liberal  education  and  more  than  ordinary 
culture,  but  also  of  good  capabilities,  sound  judg- 
ment and  admirable  social  qualities.  One  son  has 
come  to  brighten  thishome,  little  Wilford,  to  whose 
care  and  education  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
devoted  with  true  parental  solicitude. 


^p*HOMAS  A.  WALKER.  Among  the  notable 
ff^^^  families  which  the  Empire  Stat«  has  be- 
^^gf-  queathed  to  her  younger  sister,  Michigan, 
none  is  more  worthy  of  our  consideration  than  the 
one  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this  ■ 
paragraph.  Both  by  character  and  connections  this  . 
family  is  entitled  to  rank  along  the  best  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  has  for  many  years  been  known 
far  and  wide  by  all  who  had  any  acquaintance  with 
Oeeola  Tiawiiship, 

Mr.  Walker's  beautiful  farm  is  to  be  found  on 
section  17,  Oceola  Township,  and  comprises  five 
hundred  forty  acres  of  excellent  land,  where  is 
carried  on  a  general  farming  business.  Upon  it 
may  be  found  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of 
sheep,  and  some  ^12,000  worth  of  wool  and  sheep 
were  sold  from  this  farm  last  year.  This  gentle- 
man was  born  in  the  township  of  Manchester,  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.,  January  23,  1830.  His  father, 
Ilenson  Walker,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  being 
bom  near  Baltimore,  where  he  had  his  early  edu- 
cation. He  thei-e  married  Matilda  Amel,  a  native 
of  Maryland,  and  soon  after  that  union  removed 
to  New  York,  and  located  in  Ontario  County, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1835.    He  stopped 
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for  fl  few  moiitbs  in  WasliteiiJiw  County,  and  then 
uoiiiinjr  ou  to  Livingston  County,  tooli  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  29. 

The  first  home  of  the  family-  in  this  county  was 
the  one  that  was  hastily  erected  by  them  after 
their  ai-rival.  It  was  the  log  shanty  covered  witii 
bark,  measuring  15x15  feet  and  had  a  slafb  lloor 
and  stick  chimney.  In  this  they  lived  for  about  a 
year,  after  which  they  built  another  1<^  house, 
which  had  no  floor  and  there  they  lived  for  two 
years.  The  place  was  improved  and  in  the  course 
of  time  a  frame  house  was  erected,  in  which  the 
family  resided  until  the  father's  death  in  1857. 
He  waj*  an  eai-nest  and  active  Republican  iind  a 
pi-ominent  man  in  those  early  days,  Tiie  nuither 
tif  our  subject  lived  to  reach  the  extreme  age  of 
ninety-two  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  sous  and  three  daughters. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  five  ,vea!-s  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  iwrente,  and  his  first 
education  was  taken  in  a  log  schoolhouse,  with  a 
stick  chimney  and  slab  seats  in  Oeeola  Township. 
He  finished  his  schooling  in  the  log  schoolhouse  on 
section  21,  remaining  with  his  father  until  after 
he  gained  liis  majority.  The  happy  married  life 
of  Mr.  Walker,  began  November  12, 1851,  when  he 
was  married  to  Doicas  E.,  second  diiughter  of 
Francis  and  Doi-eas  (Smith)  Hardj,  This  lady 
was  born  in  Livingston  Connty,  N.  Y.,  Octoliei'  30. 
1H37,  and  was  tliii-t«en  years  old  when  siie  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  j)arent«,  who  settled  nyyon  nev- 
tiou  17,  t>ceola  Township.  ISoth  iMu-ent.*  li\ed  to 
a  good  old  age  the  fatlier  dying  wlien  seventy-two 
yearn  old  and  the  mother  living  to  coni])lete  eiglity- 
one  years. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  wedded  couple  was 
in  a  log  house,  20x22  feet  in  dimensions  located 
on  section  17,  Oeeola  Township.  After  one  year 
in  this  house  they  removed  to  the  present  location 
and  made  their  home  in  another  log  house.  Aft*:r 
clearing  up  and  improving  the  farm  they  Itegnn 
to  think  of  having  a  better  residence,  and  erect«d 
the  pleasant  house  in  wliioh  they  now  live  in 
1K6(l.  He  fenced  his  land,  set  out  orchards, 
built  bai-ns,  and  put  tlie  place  in  a  first-class  con- 
dition. 

With  the  exception  of  two  who  died  in  infancy. 


the  seven  ctiildren  who  blessed  this  primitive  home 
have  grown  up  to  occupy  positions  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  community.  They  arc  as  follows: 
Sarah  Emma  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Young,  and 
has  now  passed  from  this  life;  Adelbert  resides 
upon  a  farm  in  this  township  and^  has  taken  to 
wife  Julia  Brown,  who  has  presented  to  him  two 
children — OUie  and  Goldie;  Phoebe  J.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  James  Filkin,  resides  in  Howell  Township, 
and  is  the  mother  of  the  following  children— -Arn- 
old, Dexter  and  Herbert;  Juddie  resides  at  home; 
and  Elsie,  now  Mrs.  Elmer  Armsti'ong,  resides  in 
Hartland  Township. 

Our  subject  has  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
good  land  on  his  home  place,  one  hundred  acres  on 
section  29,  all  under  cultivation,  as  well  as  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  finely  tdled  land  in  Howell  Township, 
ile  also  has  a  half  interest  in  a  flouring  mill  in 
Hartland  Township,  known  as  tiie  Parshall  mill, 
besides  property  in  tiie  city  of  Howell.  All  this 
lias  been  acquired  by  his  own  efforts,  seconded  by 
the  helpfulness  of  his  faithful  companion,  as  they 
began  without  capital.  He  has  given  his  son 
Adelbert  eighty  acres,  a  good  house  and  barn  and 
all  the  other  appurtenances  of  a  flret-class  farm. 
He  and  liis  good  wife  are  bringing  up  a  little 
gi-andson,  Herbert  Walker  Filkin,  the  son  of  their 
second  daughter.  His  political  views  have 
bi-ought  liim  into  active  co-oi>eiiition  with  the 
Republican  party,  in  which  he  has  great  con- 
fidence, and  for  which  he  is  slnd  to  cast  his 
vittv. 


/^  HRISTIAN  BREISCH.  The  Northern  Cen- 
[|i  -,  ti-a]  States  are  so  productive  of  gram  that 
^^^  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  milling  business 
should  have  representatives  not  onlj  in  the  large 
cities,  which  are  the  centers  of  trade,  a^  m  Mmne- 
a|M>lis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth  ~and  Chicago,  but  every 
town  of  any  pretentions  whatever  has  mjlls  that 
are  equipped  with  the  latest  and  most  approved 
appliances  for  converting  our  cereals  into  the  far- 
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inacious  pi-oducts.  Many  of  the  largest  of  these 
mills  are  owned  and  conducted  by  Germans,  who 
show  special  aptitude  for  conducting  the  mechani- 
cal portion  of  the  buiiiness  as  well  as  the  broader 
management  of  exporting,  and  finding  a  market 
that  shall  bring  in  the  highest  returns.  The  city 
of  Lansing,  being  so  accessible  to  the  grain  dis- 
tricts by  rail  is  an  important  point  for  shipping 
grain  to  the  mill,  and  of  the  mills  of  this  kind  none 
are  larger  or  more  important  than  that  of  which 
our  subject  is  manager. 

The  flnely-eqiiipijed  mill  in  North  Lansing  en- 
joys the  general  oversight  of  Christian  Breisch, 
who  was  one  of  its  organizers,  the  organization 
taking  form  and  becoming  an  accepted  fact  hi 
March,  1889.  It  was  officered  as  follows:  J.  V. 
Schultz,  President;  I).  C.  Iliird,  Vice-President; 
Charles  H.  Osborn,  Secretaiy  and  Treasurer  and 
Mr.  Breisch,  Manager.  He  is  also  one  of  the  largest, 
in  fact  the  principal  stockholder.  The  Nortli  Lan- 
sing Milling  Company  built  their  present  mill  in 
1889.  The  building  comprises  four  stories  with  a 
basement.  It  has  a  frontage  of  forty  feet  and  is 
sixty  feet  deep  and  has  a  capacity  of  turning  out 
two  hundred  and  fifty  ban-els  per  day.  The  mo- 
tive power  employed  is  st«am  and  also  water. 

Mr.  Breisch.  who  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
of  young  men,  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director 
in  the  People's  Savings  Bank  and  in  fact  almost 
every  enterprise  that  has  the  least  prospect  and 
promise  of  a  successful  issue  is  not  complete  without 
liis  name  as  an  active  and  interested  agent.  Be- 
sides the  mill  above  spoken  of  the  North  Lansing 
Company  have  leased  the  Pearl  Mill.  It  also  has 
a  capacity  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  per  day 
and  the  motive  power  used  here  is  also  steam  and 
water.  Both  these  mills  employ  the  full  roller  pro-  ■ 
cess,  by  which  flour  is  turned  out  so  much  more 
easily  and  quickly  and  is  also  better  and  whiter 
than  by  the  old  process. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  Btate  and  although  ■ 
he  has  come  to  the  front  so  early  as  a  business  man 
of  the  best  and  highest  qualifications,  he  is  still 
very  young  and  much  may  lie  expected  of  him  in  ■ 
the  future  in  commercial  life.  He  was  born  in  | 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  July  13,  1863.  His  father,  ! 
Chr'.stian  Breisch,  .Sr,.  was  a  native  of  Germany 


and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  His  grand- 
father, Gotlieb  Breiscli,  was  a  butcher  in  the  Fath- 
erland, but  brought  his  family  to  America  at  a 
very  early  day,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business.  He  came  to  Lansing  Township 
and  bough  a  farm,  settling  at  an  early  day  in  Ing- 
man  County  where  he  remained  for  some  years. 

Our  subject's  father  was  also  a  butcher  and  he 
engaged  in  his  calling  for  a  number  of  years.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the 
war,  first  serving  as  a  private,  but  was  advanced 
to  an  officer's  post  in  Custer's  Brigade  and  sei-ved 
until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  when  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  came  to  Lansing  where  he 
engaged  in  the  butcher's  business.  He  was  drowned 
in  Grand  River  at  the  head  of  the  race  December 
29, 1876,  breaking  through  tlieice  while  attempting 
to  cross  the  river.  Our  subject's  mother  was  Bar- 
bara Gais.  She  was  born  in  Germany  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Lansing  where  she  enjoys  the  knowl- 
edge that  her  children  have  become  honored  and 
respected  citizens,  her  son  t-aking  a  prominent 
place  in  the  municipal  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  city.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  The 
elder,  Can-ie,  is  now  Mrs.  I^ngenbacher,  of  this 
city.  The  younger  is  our  subject.  Our  subject's 
motlier  was  married  a  second  time  to  Andrew  Lan- 
genbacher.  By  this  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  one  child  whose  name  is  Robby. 

Mr.  Breisch  was  reared  and  educated  to  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  in  this  city.  At  the  age  aiiove 
mentioned  he  went  to  Marsliall  and  apprenticed 
himself  to  a  cabinet  and  furniture  maker  for  a 
tei-m  of  three  years.  During  this  time  he  worked 
under  Mr.  .1.  F.  Gauss,  Then  lie  letumed  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  D.  W.  &  M.  J.  Buck,  where  he 
remained  for  seven  yeai-s.  September  1,  1885,  he 
left  this  employ  and  Mrs.  I.vangenbacher  being  the 
owner  of  the  Pearl  Mill  early  in  1886  our  subject 
rented  it  and  at  once  engaged  in  milling,  continu- 
ing to  conduct  it  until  1889  on  his  own  account. 

In  1888  the  old  plant  was  burned  during  the 
month  of  December  and  soon  after  our  subject 
showed  his  enterprise  by  immediately  setting  about 
organizing  a  company  to  build  up  a  new  mill  and 
remodel  the  old.  Both  mills  have  a  capacity  of  five 
hundred  barrels  a  day,  which  is  the  largest  manu- 
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factiire  of  flour  in  the  Stateouteide  of  JJeti-oit.  The 
company  buy  their  wheatat  tlie  elevatoi's  and  ship 
to  the  Eastern  markets,  having  a  large  market  in 
Liverpool  and  Glasgow.  However,  most  of  their 
products  are  sent  to  Maine  and  MassachusetUi  and 
they  enjoy  a  large  local  trade.  The  leading  brand 
which  is  manufactured  hei-e  bears  the  attractive 
name  "  Moniinj^  Glory"  and  it  is  a  favorite  grade 
of  flour  with  housewives  in  this  [jortion  of  the 
country. 

Profiting  by  the  advice  given  in  scriptures,  that  it 
is  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  Mr.  BreiscOiwas 
in  the  city  of  Lansing  September  2R,  1888,  to  Miss 
Gmma  Cushing.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Empire 
State,  having  been  boni  in  that  licaiitiful  little 
seminary  town — Cazeuovia.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  R.  Cushing,  now  a  real-estate  man  in  De- 
troit. Mrf.  Breisch  received  her  education  for  the 
most  part  in  this  city.  She  is  a  cliarming  woman 
with  attractive  personelle  and  pleasing,  affable 
mannei's.  One  child  has  blessed  this  union — n 
(laugher  who  ik  called  Jrene. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  Free  and  \c- 
cepted  Mason  and  has  attained  to  tlie  Huyal  Arcli 
degree.  He  is  in  his  political  pi-efei-ence  a  Demo- 
crat and  uses  his  influence  and  vote  in  the  sei'vice 
of  that  [larty.  In  religious  matters  he  i»  libeml; 
his  wife,  however,  i'.  a  membec  <if  ttit-  Fii-t  Pre-iii- 
lerian  Church. 


-f^^-f- 


jKsi^KNRT  B.  BAKEH.  A.  M..  M.  D..  Fellow  of 
Jjjlj  the  Royal  Meteorologiual  Society  of  Lon- 
il^^  don,  honorary  memlier  of  the  French 
v^  Society  of  Hygiene,  Ks-l'resident  of 
the  American  Public  Health  Association,  Sec- 
retary of  tlic  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health, 
etc.,  was  born  at  Bi-attleboro,  Yt.,  December 
29,  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Ezra  and  Deborah 
K.  (Bigelow)  Baker.  When  twelve  yeare  of  age 
he  removed,  however,  with  his  step-father  to  Mich- 
igan, his  own  father  having  died  when  our  sub- 
ject was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  family  set- 
tied  in  Bunker   Hill,   Ingham  County,  and    thei-e 


lived  aliout  a  year,  when  they  removed  to  Mason 
in  the  year  IS-^iO.  Our  subject's  education  began 
in  his  native  State,  and  was  continued  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Michigan.  He  left  home  and  began 
work  for  himself  before  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  worked  and  attended  school  at  intervals. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  Dr.  Baker 
was  leaching  school  in  Southern  Illinois.  He  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  began  tlie  study  of  medi- 
cine, reading  witii  Dr.  I.  H.  Bartholomew,  at  Lan- 
sing. He  attended  medical  lectures  and  pursued 
the  study  uf  chemistry  in  the  I'niversitj'  of  Mich- 
igan in  1861-62.  Jn  the  summer  of  1862,  unable 
to  longer  resist  tlic  zeal  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  in  Company 
A.  (.■umposed  of  ,*-oiuig  men  frem  the  State  capital 
^clerks  and  men  of  that  station  in  l.Ansing.  He 
served  during  the  (irst  two  years  as  Hospital 
Steward,  and  during  the  last  year  was  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  medical  charge  of  the  regiment.  His 
Brat  tw(t  yeai's,  however,  were  memoiuble  ones  to 
him  in  that  he  was  enabled  to  gain  much  practice 
and  valuable  information  in  surgeiy,  being  in 
reality  an  assistant  at  the  oiierating  table  whenever 
and  wherever  there  were  Imttles  in  which  his  di- 
vision was  engaged.  He  was  present  at  about  every 
buttle  in  which  his  regiment  took  [wrt.  At  the 
i-lo.-e  of  tlic  war  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  to  l^nsing,  wheie  he  con- 
tinued reading  medicine. 

The  next  nine  months  of  Dr.  Baker's  career  were 
spent  in  New  York  in  work  at  liellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  in  which  he  waa  a  student;  and 
he  was  graduated  from  this  institution  in  the 
spring  of  1866.  Immediately  after  receiving  his 
diploma,  he  returned  to  l!-aiising  and  began  to 
l)ractiee  medicine  with  Dr.  I.  H.  Itartholomew. 
The  following  two  yeara  were  si)ent  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicdne  in  Wenona,  now  called  West  Bay 
City.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  again  re- 
turned to  I^nsing  in  1870,  as  one  of  a  committee 
from  the  State  Medical  Society  to  superintend  the 
compilation  of  vital  statistics  collected  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  Many  of  the  forms  of  the  tables 
employed  in  the  statistics  mentioned  during  the 
past  twenty  years  have  been  designed  by  Dr. 
Baker  during  the  thirteen  years  that  he  had  charge 
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<y{  tl»»  compiintioii  of  tlic.<e  statistk-s.  W'lieii  ],<■ 
cjimi'  hen\  ii>  I87II.  Iif  l)n>ii.s.'lit  wjtl]  liitii  ;i  liill  ili-- 
fii<rii,>(i  to  vix-nU-  >\  NUitP  Boarii  of  Hwiltli,  wliicti  :it 
tlijit  lime  was  an  innovation,  tlioi'o  }H'hig  only  one 
or  two  St«t*>N  ill  tlic  ['iiioii  at  tliiit  time  wliicli 
were  tlms  supplied.  The  liill  tlint  Dr.  linker  inadi' 
differed  from  i»iwedin<r  ones  in  tliat  it  provided 
for  an  Advisory  lM>.ird.  It  ivas  not  intfiidod  to 
iij.iiq)  fniietions  of  U.cal  !>oiirds,  Imt  U>  do  a  gen- 
ernliKiiiii  work  wliieli  tlii/y  could  not  perfonn,  and 
to  eoUoet  tlie  results  of  tlifs  w<.rk  of  cReh  local 
■  iNMiids,  wliieli  eoxild  lie  coinijared  with  advantage 
with  the  itati«tif*  fiom  otiiei  State  hoaid-*  ])i 
Bsker  l)ehe\ed  that  b>  tins  mea-uie  a  moie  jreii 
ei-al  knowledije  tould  lie  gamed  of  diseTM  and 
Biiecedsful  tieatment  of  tin.  same  riiio  pioposed 
bill  was  diwuHsed  with  pi-omiuent  membei-s  of  tlie 
medical  piofe^iion  and  legislatoi-.  and  othei  pti 
sons  who  weie  capable  and  tompelent  )iidi^f  of 
the  question  offeied  then  sngffe'itioii>  and  ton e( 
tions.  so  tliit  the  bill  was  madt  a*  peitect  a^  pos 
sible.  It  was  pie-^nt^d  to  the  fjegislatnie  of  187"- 
7 1  by  Seuatoi  C  ravatli  then  of  tins  connt\  It 
did  not,  howevei  lieeamt  i  liw  1  nt  d(  nl  tlivs  it 
discHssion  led  toadee(>ei  t<  niideiati  ii  tlhisnn  t 
important  mattei 

Instead  of  letmiiiuf)  to  hi-  pi  KtKt  is  lit  had 
intended,  l)i  Bakei  lemamed  in  tlu  ortite  <f 
Seeretary  of  State  and  was  enijaKed  is  Siiijeiin 
tendeiident  m  th*.  compilation  of  \itil  -ititistus 
and  also  the  general  statistics  of  "Midtigaii  of 
1870,  Thi**  last  tompilation  was  made  fiom  data 
i.-olleet«d  tvi  the  Ninth  I  nited  States  ceiisuj,  and 
formed  a  ^ulnnie  tompii*mi{  eight  hnndied  and 
thii-ty-flve  pages  At  thi  lajingof  the  coinei 
stone  of  the  State  Capitol  the  Hon  William  A 
Howard,  who  made  the  pnntipal  address  on  that 
occasion,  Itased  hie  lemarks  laigel;  upon  tltis  sta 
tistica!  I'epoit  toiitinsting  the  leaoiiiees  of  the 
State  in  1870  with  a  lepnt  made  toCons^iess  h\ 
a  commiseion  that  MSited  the  Stat*,  eailj  m  its  his- 
tory. The\  leported  to  Congiees  that  thci-e  wai 
no  land  in  Michigan  fit  foi  cultuation  it  being 
one  vast  swamp  In  stiikiiig  eontiaet  t^i  this  state 
ment  were  the  fa<,tM  proved  bj  the  stati-sties  in  the 
volume  which  oui  subject  tompiled,  and  which 
showed  Michigan  to  be  one  of  tlu  foiemost  States 


ill  Tin-  Tnion  in  farm  products  and  eouimereial  re- 
soinivs.  The  niimljei- of  Inrth  public  and  private 
(^■IkmiIs  tiiid  churches  I'cunjMired  ftivorably  with 
those  of  older  States,  and  most  |iarticularly  was 
the  bealtli  of  the  people  proved  to  be  exceptional. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  l^^gislatnre,  in  1872- 
7!!,  Dr.  I,  I!,  liiirtholoniew,  of  Lansing,  iirst  Mayor 
<if  the  citv,  iHid  many  times  re-elected,  w.is  elected 
to  the  Ix'gislatiirc  for  the  especial  pur|K)SC  of  ad- 
vocating the  establishment  of  the  State  Hoard  of 
Health,  aci-ording  to  the  bill  wbicli  onr  subject  had 
previou»l.\'  submitted.  His  diligent  lalior  tlirough- 
out  the  sewioii  waj*  ciowncd  with  success  and  the 
lio^td  heramean  estahiislied  fact  Inh  ^0  1873 
\t  its  hi-st  meeting  oni  subject  was  unanimous^ 
elected  its  peimancnt  Secietaiy,  which  iKtsition  he 
has  filled  to  the  piesent  time  Tlie  design  of  the 
boaid  and  the  plan  of  its  work  had  already  been 
deteiniined  b^  the  biU  which  had  lieen  fiamed 
itvisedand  perfected  l)y  ]>i  Bakti  theiefoie  the 
uiiiving  ont  of  the  plan,  i^lule  entaihiig  mnth 
work  was  at  the  simt  time  |)!eisant  the  cause 
being  deal  tJ>  hun  l>i  Bakei  Ins  brought  mnth 
tnthusiasm  to  tht  woik  l^oi  the  fiist  few  \eats 
the  boaid  had  a  des|>eiate  stinggle  foi  etLstenee 
\ot  onh  were  the  people  at  laige  antagonistic  to 
It  tliioiigli  imioi'^nte  of  the  scojie  and  de&igii  of 
tlie  w oik  luit  theie  was  actne  opix)sition  fiom 
men  nho  thousrht  tln.ii  money  interests  aiitago 
ni7(d  1  he  movement  foi  the  contiol  of  danger 
ous  illiiminiting  oil  was  met  with  peisistent  oppo 
sition  fiom  oil  leflnei's  Di  Bakei  peifoimed 
many  ex|)eiiments  with  oil  limps  ind  testinglip 
piratus  f  H  the  puipose  of  leaininn  the  facfc-  is  ic 
gards  the  sourci,  of  danger  and  the  lesults  of 
the-e  e"C£jeriments  aie  on  lecord  in  the  eailiei  it 
poits  of  the  State  Boaid  of  Health 

Oui  subject  has  kept  up  his  association  with  tht 
City  Uedicil  Society  and  the  State  Mcdic-al  As 
sotiation  and  ha  Ireen  iiistiumtntil  in  iieating 
otiiei  as  ociitions  e-<pc(ially  designed  foi  the  pio 
motion  of  |(ul  Ik  health  He  has  bttn  i  nicmbei 
ot  tli<  \meiKan  Piiblii  Hetith  Vssoiiation  smti 
18(^  and  was  Picsidtnt  of  the  \shociation  in 
18HJ-'H1  He  WIS  a  dtlegate  to  the  national  con 
feience  of  the  State  Boaids  of  Health  nhtch  is  in 
leality  a  league  of  the   State   Boaids   which   oui 
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subject  \ms  been   iustrumontal  in  establish mg.     To 
a  certain  limited  extent   it  fills    the  oftice  of  what 
should  be  a   National  Boaid  of  Health,  which  for 
a  few  years  tlie  National  Government  maintained.   ; 
The   National  Board    of    Health    was   established    ; 
through  a  bill  introduced  in  Congress  bj  the  Hon.    I 
Jonas  H.  McGowan,  of  Micliigan,  at  the  instance   j 
of  Dr.  Baker,  who  for  years  has  been  laboniig  to 
that  end,  and  because  of  a  great  epidemic  of  yel-  ; 
low  fever  he  was  able  to  see  his  designs  tulfllled.  1 
Congi-ess,  however,  failing   to  support  it,  the  Na- 
tional Board  came  to  an  untimely  end.     Dr.  Baker 
is  also  an  honorary  member  of  several  medical  so-  ' 
cieties,  and  for  many  years  has   been    the   Vice-  : 
President  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion. I 

In  connection   with  the  other  work  of  the  State   i 
Board  of  Health,  Dr.  Iteker  has  used  liis  odd  mo- 
ments for  the  buildiug  up  of   a  sanitary  ctimatol 
Ogy.     Some  of  tlie  papers  contributed    are  as  fol     I 
lows:  "Causation  of    Cold  Weather  Diseases"  and 
"Causation  of  Pneumonia."  These  papei-s  appeared 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Michigan  State  Boaid 
of  Health  in  1886.     "Relations  of  certain  meteOK 
logical  conditions  to  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  an 
passages  as   shown   by   statistical   and    other   ei  i 
dences."     ITiis   appeared   in    the  report  of   18b8 
"The  Climatic  Causation  of  Consumption,"  which 
appeared  in  the  journal  of  the  American   Medical 
Association  in  the  months  of  January  and   Febiu 
ary,  1890.     "Gelations  of  Certain  Meteorological 
Conditions  to  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Air  Pos 
sages    in  Colorado,"  wliich    appear  in    the    trans 
acti<ms  of  the  American  Climatfllogical  Association 
for  the  meeting  held   at  Denver,  Col.,  in   1890 
"Causation  of  Influenza,"  which   appeared  in  the 
report  of  the   proceedings  of   tlie  State  Board  of 
Health   in  April,  189L     Tlie  paper  "Notes  on  Ke 
lation  of  Rain  Fall  and  Water  Supply  to  Cholera 
appeared  in  the  transactions  of  the  American  Pub-   | 
lie  Health  Association  in  volume  11,  and  lias  been    | 
favorably  commented    upon    and    used  by  health   | 
authorities,  and  regarded  with    especial   favor  I  \    , 
the  medical  society  in  Calcutta,  India,  the  home  li 
cholera. 

In  this  series  of  papei-s  should  be  mentioned  ont    | 
on  the  "Scientific  Collective  Investigation  of  Dis    | 


ease"  that  appeared  in  tlie  journal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  in  October,  1887,  and 
wliieh  gives  an  outline  of  the  system  employed  by 
the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  in  making  star 
iistics  of  sickness  and  disease.  Also  in  1888  ap- 
peared an  important  paper  in  the  journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  on  "Malaria  and  tlie 
Causation  of  Periodic  Fever."  An  article  on  "Ma- 
laria and  the  Causation  of  Intermittent  F'ever" 
appeared  in  the  journal  of  tlie  American  Medical 
Association  October  18,  1890.  A  jiatwr  on '  the 
"Causation  of  Influenza  and  some  allied  diseaises, 
with  suggestions  for  their  prevention"  was  read 
before  a  section  of  tlie  American  Medical  Aseocia- 
tiou  at  Nashville,  Teun.,  in  May,  1890,  and  is  a 
summing  up  of  the  facts  concerning  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  known  to  have  existed  during 
epidemics  of  influenza  from  the  year  1510  to  May, 
1890  \liso  e^uh  one  of  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Michigan  St-ite  Board  of  Health  has  contained 
comparatji  e  tal  les  showing  the  i-elations  of  mete- 
orological conditions .  to  each  of  the  important 
diseases  for  the  \ear  preceding. 

Antthei  seues  of  papers,  on  another  toi)ic,  is 
that  wiitten  by  Dr.  Baker  on  the  restriction  and 
pievention  of  dangerous  communicable  diseases. 
rUese  papeis  have  been  preijared  and  i-ead  at 
vaiioui  sanitan  tonventions  tliat  liave  been  tield 
m  the  State  of  Michigan.  More  or  less  work  has 
also  been  done  by  our  subject  on  the  several  special 
treatises  i-vsucd  h\  tJie  State  Board  of  Health  on 
the  lentiiction  and  pievention  of  small-pox,  scar- 
let fevei  liphtlieria,  typhoid  fever,  consumption 
and  measles  The  thirty-eight  one  thousand  page 
volumes  tf  ttpies  of  letters  sent  out  from  the 
oftice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  contain  ad- 
vice to  local  otlicers  tlironghout  tJie  State  on  pub- 
lic health  woik  During  the  existence  of  this 
Ijoard  the  publit  liealth  laws  of  the  State  have 
been  c  mpiled  at  three  different  times  under  Dr. 
Baker  s  diiettion  Hie  last  volume  is  entitled 
Laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan  relating  to  tlie 
public  be-ilth  in  force  in  1890." 

Dr  Bikei  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  H.  How- 
lid  a  diughtei  of  Sanford  Howard,  who  was 
at  tlie  time  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Vgriculture    at  Lansing.     The  marriage  was  sol- 
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emniBcd  at  Lansing,  September  9, 1867.  They  are 
the  imi'ents  of  six  cliildieii,  live  suii.-  and  ouf 
daiightei'.  Two  uf  the  sons  are  deceased.  'I'lic 
living  eliildren  are  Howard  B.,  Henry  B.,  -Tr.,  Bur- 
ton Adams  and  Helen  F.  Our  sul^jeet  helped  to 
establish  tlie  Masonic  lodge  at  West  Bay  City, 
and  is  siill  a  member;  hut  was  made  a  Mfwon  in 
Ixidfre  ,Xo.  33,  in  Ijinsing.  having  entered  in 
1858.  He  is  a  memhcv  of  tlie  Ma'^nic  Chapter, 
No,  9,  of  I^nsing,  and  of  Commandery,  No,  11, 
K,  T.,  at  Ionia.  Socially  he  lielongs  to  the  T'  and 
1  Club,  of  l^nsing. 

lilsewliere  in  this  volume  the  reader  wil)  notice 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Dr.  Baker. 


«#^®«*-i«-l^i#i=^- 


HARLES  \V.  liKAIiDSLEY.  This  poptilar 
,  gentleman  has  been  engaged  in  the  ilr,v 
goodi)  business  for  over  twenty-five  _\etii's 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  mei'uhantw  of 
Williamston.  His  father  was  Whitmore  ISeards- 
ley,  son  of  Aram  Beardsley  of  Vermont,  who  at  an 
early  day  removed  his  family  to  Genesee  County. 
M.  Y.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  inaiiied 
a  MisB  Barker  who  Ijecame  the  mother  of  Wliit- 
more  Beardsley.  The  grandfather  of  our  Kiii>je<!l 
took  pai-t  in  the  War  of  1812,  but  followed  farm- 
ing through  life,  spending  his  last  years  in  Erie 
('ounty,  N.  Y.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  187fi, 
when  eacli  had  reached  the  venerable  age  of  four- 
score and  ten  yeai-s. 

(lenesee  County  was  the  native  home  of  W'Jiil- 
more  Beardsley,  and  there  he  was  manied  to  Diana 
Vedder  a  grand-daughter  of  Jeremiah  JSpauiding. 
To  this  couple  were  born  two  sons,  Charles  W.  and 
(4eorge  B.  In  1856  the  family  removed  from  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  to  WhCatfieid  Township,  Ingham 
County,  and  after  ten  years  Mr.  Beardsley  made 
his  home  in  Perry  Township,  Shiawassee  County, 
where  he  i-esided  for  another  decade  and  finally 
died  while  with  his  son  Chai'les  at  Williamston. 
He  was  a  fur  Iniyer  and  followed  that  business  for 
a  series  of  years.  He  belonged  to  the  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  he   and   his   wife   were  both  at- 


tached to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Ilis  political 
views  led  him  into  sympathy  witli  ilic  licpuhlican 
party  and  he  was  a  Supervisor  botii  in  \\'heatfie!d 
and  Perry  for  several  terms. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  lii.-^  birth  in  Eric 
County.  X.  Y.,  in  1844,  and  wa.-*  twelve  yeara  old 
when  he  migrated  with  his  parents  to  Micliigan. 
Upon  reaching  his  majority  he  took  a  (wsition  an 
clerk  with  H.  H.  Spaulding  of  Williamston,  and  at 
tlie  end  of  six  years  pui-chased  Mr.  Spaulding's  in- 
terest and  carried  on  the  business  alone  for  a  year. 
After  this  he  was  at  various  times  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Bowernian  and  witli  Mr.  Horton.  his 
father-in-law,  but  v*  now  raiTying  on  tlie  entei'- 
prise  alone  and  lla^  a  well  selected  stock  of  dry- 
goods,  boots  and  shoes.  He  i*  also  one  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  State  Bank  at  Williamston. 

Hi.i  marriage  with  Mar*  A.,  daughter  of  Tlioiiias 
and  Sfiphia  nort<m.  look  ])]ace  in  1875  at  William- 
ston. Further  mention  is  made  iif  this  popular 
and  I'espectert  family  upon  another  jiage  of  this  vol- 
ume. To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
three  children— George  H..  Fred  U.  and  Kate  M., 
and  all  ai-e  still  at  home.  The  political  principles 
of  Mr.  Beardsley  lieing  in  sympathy  with  the  Re- 
publican pai-ty,  and  his  energy  niid  enteiprise,  a." 
weil  as  the  confidence  which  his  neighbors  repose 
in  him  have  made  him  a  membei'  of  the'  School 
Board,  a  Ti'iLstee  of  the  village  and  Pi'esident  of 
the  Common  t'ouncil.  He  is  an  active  memljer  of 
the  .\ncient  Order  of  Fnited  Workmen  and 
deeply  interested  in  the  plans  of  that  organixa- 


ASON  I).  CHATTERTON  was  horn  in 
Mount  I  lolly.  Rutland  County,  \'t.,Augu.'*t 
:t.  1838.  .liiiu'  2.  I8,")l.  be  came  to  Micbi- 
giin  with  his  parents,  two  brothel's  and  a 
sister,  and  stopjied  temporarily  with  C.  1).  Wolcott 
in  North  Fannington,  Oakland  County,  while  his 
father  prospected  for  a  home.  On  the  23d  of  the 
same  month  his  father  bought  a  farm  of  Horace 
Havens,  two  miles  west  of  the  village  of  Okemos, 
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ill  Meridian  TowiiMl»i|»,  Ingliam  County,  and  on 
•Inly  7  following  the  family  i-emoved  to  this  place. 
The  parents  of  oiii-  siihjet't  wei-e  Datiiel  and 
lletsey  (Jewett)  t'iiatteiton.  The  father  was  bom 
February  12,  180H,  and  was  the  yoimgeist  M<)n  of 
David  Chatterton.  After  the  death  of  liis  father 
he  pui-chajed  fiom  the  othei  liin-*  the  ill  I  iit 
ittad  wheie  he  was  bom  lu  \  tinmut  and  tl  e  t  It 
lesided  uutil  lime  1S>1  Then  home  in  Mmdian 
was  loi  ee\ei-al  teai-t  in  a  log  hou'te  ui  the  mid'-t 
(t  heavily  tiuilieied  land  Ik  continued  tolnc 
tlieit,  nntil  tht  tn  i  I  diath  iinpiovmg  the 
ffliin  an  1  n  ikiu        1  (it  lietanu  a  leaiiti 

fill    pkLC 

D  ni  1  (  latttitcn  \ii  in  came  t  woikii  in  tlu 
1  I  ti  I  (  I  I  uii  while  itsidma;  in  \eiinont  and  wa- 
ll Ifitie  t  iiid  gtnciou*  liol|iei  Ho  died  \piil 
)  IBbI  md  III-  Mf  folhwLd  liiui  tievtn  >en> 
iatei  }  ( til  tit  inttiit  1  in  tl  cemeten  at  Mm 
liii  I  til  IK  md  111--  wife  wm  gie^tlj  lieloved 
T  tl  I  tlit\  in  wliith  tli(.\  lived  rh(\  wen 
tin  (I  till  and  Intd  tk  eh  t!  thf  piintipk 
Ih  t  ,  I  1    tit  lift     f  1  foil.  w<i  if  tl  t    nuek  111  1 


Mas  n  D  \ 

wh  >^     naiiK 


lilt 


t  II 


Ml      1  h  i-iiit     St   il     1      tl       w  te     t     Vn_     t        1 
Stma         1      ^       t   Okei  I  ului       (      ii  t  1 

liwttf  I       1        I       idei  t     t  Ml   11    nit 

Oui  -nljc  t  "  I  tie  hi  t-linknt  \tmint  I  ii  1 
admitted  to  tlie  \gi itiiltiiial  Collea  *litit  1 
rematntd  foi  tliitt  \ca'-  \ftei  tint  lit  |tnt  n 
\eiiriiitle  Statt  Noiinil  Vlnl  ind  ^Iiitli  >i 
I8bl  gradiiited  fitm  tl  t  I  w  detj^itmtnt  tl  lln 
Mithi^ftii  I  nuiMtv  leceuin^  tlit  tleifitt  (f 
Itachtloi  tf  ijxvr*  and  afttiwnid  the  degice  ol 
Ma-tti  of  Vitnct  fiom  the  Vaiitnltuial  Colkge 
lit  determined  to  levote  himself  to  the  legal  pn 
ftBSion  ind  went  into  the  stud\  piepaintoi^  foi 
the  piactite  >t  hi-*  thoien  c  tiling  with  all  th 
tnOlg^  tint  ha*  fhaiaettiized  hinwhole  -tudent 
((nii-«e  U-iitli  2-t  lUhl  hewa'.  admitted  I  th 
hai  of  Michigan  ind  Septeniliei  2  1«  4  t  th 
bar  of  United  state- tuuil-  Hi  has  Iteli  nian\ 
munitiial  offiee-  nd  wa  m  incumben  1  tht 
olflce  if  Town  Cleik  toi  the  township  i  f  Meiidiin 
forthe\eais|8fil    CZ  hi    us-eleotedt    the  .ffleeof 


Ciivinl  (.'oiirt,  CommisBioner  of  [ngham  County, 
imd  IlkM  that  position  for  fom'  years,  from  1864 
tt>  l«6il.  He  was  also  elected  to  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  I'robate  C'onrt  of  Ingham  ('oiinty  and 
sewed  as  siifh  fi-om  Janiiary  1,  1873,  to  January 
I,  IH8I.  He  was  President  of  the  village  (now 
fity)  of  M.aBoii  for  the  year  1872.  The  honor  wa.s 
(■oiiferred  njion  him  of  representing  the  Sixth 
Congressional  District  of  Michigan  in  the  National 
Republican  Convention  which  nominated  James 
("!.  lllaino  for  President.  The  additional  honor 
wa8  tendered  him  in  1884  <if  appointment  as 
Vnited  States  Consul  lo  Vntkland  New  /enland, 
but  this  honor  was  declmtd 

Mr.  Chatterton  ttmimcnced  tlit  pmctnt  of  hw 
at  Okeinoc  in  1861  rhente  lu  i-enio\ed  to  M  isi  n 
in  the  t^pring  of  18b  >  and  tame  to  l^nsin^  m  De- 
cember, 1886.  While  a  iet<ident  of  MaMJii  In  wa- 
elected  President  of  tin  l-aimti-  liaiik  iieinj; 
elected  to  this  oJfite  <in  tht  oiganization  of  the 
institution — ■liine  7  I88(i  Ik  has  held  that  tkim- 
titm  ever  since.  In  1882  he  spent  oni  bundled 
days  in  Kiirope.  sijht  -ttinj  at  tht  -ami  time  ntt- 
ing  tis  si:)efial  foric-pondenl  (  f  tlu  l_iii-iiu  Slot' 
Republicaii. 

In  1888  Jlr.  (  liattnloii  i  mnunttd  iiiitin„'  i 
book  on  the  law  and  inattKc  in  Piohatt  (.ouit-. 
TlLi>  is  Itcing  pushed  to  tompletion  a-  fast  is  pos- 
sible, and  from  tin  pio-i)tttn>j  it  will  undoiibtedh- 
lie  !i  valuable  addition  to  legal  hbraiit-  Iniu  2. 
18(14. he  was  united  in  nmiriage  with  Mi—  Mm  \. 
Morrison  of  Okeinos  Ihi-  union  has  Itinbli  i 
by  the  birth  of  out  child  a -on  Hovd  M  s^li.  >- 
now  attending  tlu  \gu(ultiiiMt  ( oliejt  Mi-. 
Chatterton  is  n  daughtti  iit  Noiii-and  lant  AIih- 
rison.  who  came  to  thi-  (onnt\  at  a  *  en  eailv 
day  and  settled  on  a  farm  south  of  Okemo-  She 
was  Im-n  in  (Jhio  l-ebiuau  2(1   18SM 

Whatever  siiCLe'<s  Mi  Clmttetton  has  >itt.uned 
hiis  been  through  his  own  exeitions  C  ommcncing 
!it  the  bottom  round  of  the  laddei  he  has  literalh 
worked  his  way  thiough  toUege  boaiding  himself 
and  living  in  sk^  pailoiv  He  knows  all  of  the 
advantages  and  di-ad^antageo  of  being  ptKii  and 
entertains  a  true -Mnpithi  foi  tho-e  who  aie  bat- 
tling tt)  overcome  the  ditflculties  that  lie  along  the 
pathway    of     fme    in    straightened    <;iK-um stances. 
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He  has  attained  to  the  degree  of  Knight  Templar 
in  the  Masonic  older.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  two 
banks  in  the  capital  city  and  in  one  at  I..e8lie, 
The  greater  part  of  his  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  although  lie  has 
dealt  more  or  less  in  moneyed  securities  for  a 
nnmber  of  years. 


jj/_^  ENRY  C.  KLOCKSIEM.  Among  the  promi- 
BjV  nent  business  fii'ms  of  Ijinsing  we  are 
^^^  pleased  to  mention  that  of  Klockseim  & 
[^^  Bailey,  dealers  in  real  estate,  who  have  also 
a  loan  office  and  insurance  business  in  which  our 
subject  has  been  engaged  for  the  last  nine  yeai-s. 
He  is  one  of  our  Gei-man -American  citizens  who 
are  a  credit  alike  to  the  land  of  their  birth  and  the 
country  of  their  adoption,  and  his  characteristic 
German  qualities  have  helped  to  keep  him  in  the 
van  among  the  leading  men  of  Ijinsing. 

Mr,  Klockseim  was  bom  in  Germany  in  i'ebru- 
ary,  1849,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Fredericka 
(Miller)  Klockseim.  It  was  in  1854,  when,  having 
come  to  this  country,  he  located  at  La  Porte,  Ind., 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  While  there 
liis  two  elder  brothei-s  were  in  the  United  States 
army,  and  took  part  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion. 
At  the  age  of  eleven  years  our  subject  entered 
the  store  of  John  Richter,  which  was  a  general 
store  and  gi-ocery,  and  remained  with  him  for 
twelve  years,  growing  up  from  a  little  errand  boy 
to  being  tJie  trusted  and  confidential  clerk,  and 
finally  managing  the  business  when  his  principal 
was  away.  Mr.  Richter  is  the  only  man  for  whom 
.  Mr.  Klockseim  ever  worked,  as  when  he  was  twenty- 
three  yeai-s  old  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself 
ut  La  Porte,  continuing  thus  for  eleven  years, 
although  the  last  eight  years  of  that  time  he  was 
in  this  city  carrying  on  his  business,  having  a  full 
line  of  groceries  and  ci-ockery. 

It  was  in  1876  tliat  Mr.  Klockseim  came  to  Lan- 
sing, and  having  carried  on  his  store  for  some  time 
saccessfuUy  he  closed  it  out  and  with  Mr,  S.  H. 
Miller  opened  an  office  for  the  tmnsaction  of  real 


estate,  loan  and  insurance  business.  This  partner- 
ship continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Miller  in 
1888,  when  our  subject  associated  with  him  Mr. 
J.  W.  Bailey,  and  in  this  connection  has  remained 
up  to  the  present  date. 

At  the  present  time  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
writ«  is  not  officially  connected  with  any  corpora- 
tion,although  he  has  been  connected  with  each  of  the 
banks.  He  has  been  the  Alderman  and  Supervisor 
of  the  Fifth  Ward  for  two  yeai-s,  and  alio  of  the 
Fourth  W^ard,  which  is  in  both  cases  quite  remaik 
able,  as  both  wards  are  strongly  Democratic  while 
he  is  an  ardent  Republican,  and  has  been  such  fiom 
the  time  he  cast  his  fii-st  majority  ballot.  He  lo  a 
member  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  ii  al«o  a 
meml>er  of  the  Blue  Ixidge  of  Masonrj ,  having 
been  made  Mason  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Lodge 
after  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 

The  happy  man-iage  of  our  subject  took  place 
February  1,  1870,  and  he  was  then  united  to 
Miss  Anna  R.  Walter,  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio, 
and  to  them  have  been  granted  one  lovel.y  daugh- 
ter—Lilly E.  Mrs.  Klocksiem  was  born  in  San- 
dusky County,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
L.  Walter,  a  farmer  in  that  region,  and  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  that  section  of  Ohio.  The 
Iwautiful  residence  whieii  was  erected  by  our  sub- 
ject in  1888  is  in  a  delightful  part  of  f^nsing, 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  city. 


felLLlAM  K.  HOSLEY.  We  have  here  a 
(f  representative  of  one  of  the  first  families 
of  Livingston  County,  as  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  came  hither  from  Madison  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Deei'field  Township. 
Here  he  took  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
Government  land,  all  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
and  lived  upon  it  for  many  years,  subduing  it 
from  the  condition  of  a  wilderness  to  that  of  a 
highly  cultivated  farm.    His  first  home  was  a  log 
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house  aiid  his  earliest  neighbors  were  Iiiilians, 
while  Ihe  best  roadways  which  he  found  wei'<!  In- 
dian trails  and  blazed  trecf  were  the  only  sign 
posts, 

William  Hosley,  a  son  of  tliis  piojieer,  is  now  a 
i-etired  fai-mer  and  has  seen  many  years  of  exper- 
ience and  Ifthor.  as  lie  was  I.oin  in  Sullivan,  Madi- 
son County.  N.  V.,  July  7.  1»2I,  and  is  tlie  son  of 
.loscph  and  Samh  (Noj-tiirop)  Mosley,  who  were 
natives  of  Vermont  and  New  i'ork  respectively . 
They  had  two  sons,  our  snhject'w  father,  William 
and  Holland.  His  political  views  brimght  hint  into 
alliance  with  the  Democi-atJc  party  and  his  relijr- 
ioiis  convictions  made  him  a  niember  of  the  I'ni- 
vei-salist  Chiircli,  while  his  wile  wiis  ;ni  earnest 
Methodist. 

William  Hosley  iveeived  liiil  ;i  Iniiiled education 
and  remained  at  home  taking  charge  of  the  fai-m 
until  the  death  of  his  ^jarents,  when  the  pi-operty 
came  into  his  possession.  He  lived  on  the  same 
f<H'  many  yoais  and  finally  pnri'hased  a  jjrist  niill 
and  a  sawmill  and  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
forty  acrew  of  land  l(esides  having  given  a  farm  to 
ont'h  of  Iiis  Mjnjj.  His  seven  children  are  Miner. 
Betfey,  Elijah.  Carrie,  William.  Ksther  and  Kmma, 
The  eliiidren  are  all  married  and  each  one  has  pit- 
tented  their  pi-oud  father  with  lieautiful  gi-aud- 
cliildren.  ^liner  married  Miss  Clam  Kiieelaiid 
and  his  three  children  are  J,ula,  (Iny  and  Eda; 
Lula  being  now  Mrs.  liickei-son;  Betsey  is  Hi-s. 
Miller,  who  has  two  childien.  Belle  and  Stephen. 
and  as  Belle  married  Mr.  I'urdy  and  has  one  child, 
(^laiide,  William  Hosley  is  now  a  great-grandfather, 
lilijah  mai-ried  Maria  I^awtlier  and  has  three  chil- 
dren— William,  Nellie  and  May;  C'ai-rie  is  now 
Mrs.  Nickel  and  has  one  child,  Millrose;  Esther, 
now  JIi-s.  Beardsley,  hti»  five  children — Ethel, 
Maud.  Claud,  Lloyd,  and  an  unnamed  iiifant,and 
Ei^mma  is  Mrs.  (ireen,  wliose  two  children  are  Clyde 
and  Mabel, 

The  mother  of  this  faniil_\-.  to  whom  William 
Hosley  was  united  in  1841,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Miss  Eliztt  Beach.  She  died  in  l«!lil,  and  Mr. 
Hosley  is  now  united  with  Mi-s.  Deborah  ■!.  Cardell, 
daughter  of  l^muel  !ind  Mary  Fuller,  who  had 
ten  children.  Only  two  of  the  number  arc  now 
living,  Mrs.   JIcFarland   of   Jackson,   Mich.,  and 


Mrs.  Hosley.  This  gentlemau  is  a  I'roliibitionist 
in  his  political  views  and  like  his  father  is  a  Uni- 
versalist  in  i-eligious  belief.  He  came  to  Jlichig^n 
at  an  earlj-  day,  being  owe  of  the  lii-st  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  settled  at  Oak  (ii-ove  where  his 
son  William  K.  was  born.  He  had  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  heavy  timber  and  estalilishert  a 
store,  besides  the  mills  of  wliich  we  have  ob-eady 
s]>ukei),  and  in  1881  removed  to  a  farm  on  section 
1.^,  where  he  resided  until  )ni)l.  wlu^u  he  removed 
to  the  village  of  Howell,  fte.  like  many  others, 
had  a  very  decided  touch  of  the  gold  fever,  and  in 
pursuit  of  tliat  pi-ecioiis  metal  ti-ai'ele<i  t<i  Pike's 
I'cak  and  New  Mexico. 

William  K.  Hosley,  who  is  farming  on  section 
13,  of  Howell  Township,  ha,s  a  tine  ti-act  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres  and  is  also  a  buyer  of 
stock  of  all  kinds  which  he  ships  to  Detroit  and 
Buffalo.  He  lias  a  beautiful  home  over  which  pre- 
sides the  liidy  who  liecame  his.  wife.  She  was 
known  in  her  maiden  days  as  Janet  Millar,  and 
her  lionie  jirevious  to  nuirriage  was  in  Detroil. 
The  birth|)lace  of  our  subject  was  Oak  (Jrovc.  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  he  first  saw  the  light  ,lune 
24.  lKr)2.  He  had  his  education  in  his  new  home 
and  started  out  when  eighU'cn  years  old  selling 
niu'seiy  stock,  and  traveled  for  four  yeai's. 

Simiewhat  latt'r  (nir  subject  traveled  to  Califor- 
nia as  agent  for  a  sewing  machine  anii  siwnt  s<niie 
two  veal's  upon  the  coast,  and  it  was  iiixm  his  re- 
turn to  Michigan  that  he  established  his  home  and 
took  to  himself  a  wife.  Miy*.  Hosley's  parents, 
William  and  .lanot  Millar,  are  Scotch  by  birth  and 
came  to  America  about  1 866,  and  settled  in  De- 
troit where  Mr-.  Millar  carried  on  a  wholesale  gro- 
cery  store,  Imt  has  now  irtired  from  Inisiiiess.  His 
three  children  are  Mi-s.  Hosley,  Belle,  (Mi-s,  William 
Cross),  and  Lillia. 

After  maiTiage  the  original  of  this  sketch  came 
onto  the  faim  where  he  now  I'esides  and  has  re- 
niained  here,  excejjt  as  he  has  gone  away  oiwasion- 
ally  to  buy  stock.  He  and  his  lovely  wife  are  the 
happy  jKirents  ()f  four  children — (rrace,  Blanch, 
I'arrie  and  William  M.  The  mother  of  these  little 
ones  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  of  Deti'Oit 
and  is  highly  educated  Ijoth  in  music  and  in  a  lit- 
erary way  and  is  a  woman    of  more  thaw  ordinary 
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talent.  Mr  Hosdey  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 
leading  men  in  tlie  county  and  tho^  who  aie 
ft>(Sociited  witli  him  m  the  movements  of  the 
Demoeratit,  x)ait\  predict  still  gieatei  success  m 
life  He  hai  already  hllcd  several  minoi<flices 
and  ha4  been  both  BUtcessful  ind  "iti'-ra  tri \  in 
the  discharge  of  hf-  busmet 


i¥/AY  ('Al)Y.  This  jirogrensive.  intelligent 
Jl  and  thrifty  agriculturist,  who  enjoys  the 
II    eonfldeiiee  of  the  business  community  re- 


ham  County.  He  is  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
Mieh.,and  was  born  January  11,  1834.  His  parents, 
David  and  Maiy.{Britton)  Cady,  were  l»oth  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  who  became  early  settlers  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  had  Ivorn  to  thein  a 
large  family  of  children,  the  following  being  the 
survivora;  Ijewis,  David,  Clinton,  .Jesse,  Ci-eorge, 
Aruna,  Jay  and  William.  Tlie  grandfather  Cady 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldiei-  and  his  memory  is 
highly  honored  in  the  family.  During  the  early 
years  of  Wayne  County,  the  father  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  "was  prominent  in  public 
affai  I's. 

Jay  Cady  gi-ew  \i|)  amid  the  wtiifw  (if  i)ioiieer 
life  and  early  took  up  tlie  work  of  h  I'iitin.  His 
early  education  fitted  htm  for  practical  life, 
although  he  did  not  go  l>eyond  the  eurriculum  of 
tiic  district  soil ooL  His  wedding  day  was  June  29, 
1866  and  he  was  then  maiTied  to  Marttta  Coyken- 
dall  who  was  bom  in  New  York  November  22, 
1832.  She  was  the  daugliter  of  B,  Coyken- 
dall  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of  (Jer- 
inan  extraction.  When  a  child  Mrs,  Cady  emi- 
grated with  her  parents  to  Wayne  Countj,  Mich., 
where  they  became  pioneers. 

To  onr  subject  and  his  worthy  wife  have  come 
four  ehildi-en,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Omar  and  Nelson  E.,  while  the  two  who 
have  passed  on  to  the  other  world  are  Clai-a  and 
Wells.    The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs,  Cady  are 


Jerome  and  Cyrus  who  lives  in  Branch  County, 
Mich.;  Nelson  who  lives  in  Montcalm  County  and 
Sophronia,  wife  of  Greoi^e  Rash,  whose  home  is  in 
Wai'htenaw, 

In  1857  our  subjectcame  tolngham  County  and 
made  his  home  in  the  foi-est,  where  now  lies  his 
iichly  cultivated  faim.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin 
18x24  feet  in  dimensions  and  lived  therein  until 
18«f>,  at  which  time  he  erected  the  attractive  i-esi- 
dence  which  is  now  the  family  home.  He  now  has 
flfty-Hve  acres  of  rich  and  ai'able  land  and  in  the 
accimiulation  of  this  property  he  has  been  ably 
seconded  by  his  faithful  helpmate.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  convictions,  and  is  earnestly 
devoted  to  the  progress  of  that  pai'ty,  but  has 
never  lieeii  an  oMce-seeker.  Both  he  and  his 
worthy  wife  are  highly  esteemed  among  their 
ueighi)oi's  and  his  reputation  for  integrity  and 
fair  dealing  is  known  throughout  the  county. 


^^  AN  FIELD    W.    COLP;.      IJuring    the     diirk 

(l(  r  ^^^''^  "^^  *'^^  *'*'''  ^^''^'''  ■^'''^''^^"  ^'^  ^'^'' 
^^i'  full  share  in  supplying  troops  to  defend 
the  honor  of  the  old  flag  and  maintain  that  union 
of  Slates  which  has  proved  to  be  the  sti-ength  and 
glory  of  our  nation.  The  record  of  those  sons, 
whom  slie  sent  forth,  forms  a  story  of  hardslii|}s 
nohly  Iwrne,  battles  bravely  fought,  marehes  sturd- 
ily undertaken,  and  imprisonment  nobly  endured 
from  motives  of  purest  patriotism,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  the  biographer  takes  up  his  pen  to 
give  a  life  sketch  of  any  one  of  these  heroes, 
among  whom  we  are  glad  to  name  the  gentleman 
who  is  represented  in  this  nari-ative. 

Mr.  Cole  was  liorn  April  12,  1831,  in  the  State  of 
New  York  and  is  therefore  now  sixty  years  old. 
His  gi-andfather,  Daniel  Cole,  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut and  his  father,  Timothy  Cole,  was,  like  him- 
self, a  native  of  New  York  and  a  farmer.  Betsey 
Canfleld  became  the  wife  of  Timothy  Cole,  and 
to  them  were  granted  ten  children,  three  daughters 
and  seven  sons  and  our  subject  is  the  eferenth  child 
and  fifth  son. 
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The  children  of  Timothy  and  Betsey  Ccle  ure 
a3  follows:  Cordelia,  boiii  August  24.  1819,  the 
wife  of  O.  H.  Brace  and  the  mother  of  three  sons; 
Charles  (deceased),  born  October  15,  1820  and 
married  to  Margaret  Patterson  by  whom  he  had 
two  childi-en ;  Calista,  born  August  10,  1821,  who 
married  William  T.  J.  Tuclter  of  Wisconsin,  is  tbe 
mother  of  ten  children;  George  H.  who  was  born 
December  6,  1823  and  married  to  Susan  Gillett  by 
whom  he  is  the  fatherof  threechildren;  K.  M.  bom 
September  5,  1826;  William  H.  bora  July  2,  1828, 
and  lives  in  Kansas;  our  subject  bora  April  12, 
1831;  James  born  March  11,  1832  and  lives  in 
Ohio;  Temperance  T,,  deceased,  bom  April  19, 
1 834  and  married  Mr.  Roper  by  whom  she  had  one 
child;  Albert  A.  born  November  30,  1836. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  birth  in  New  York. 
His  first  wife,  Sarah  Elizabeth  VanBuren,  by  name,   ' 
was  a  distant  relative  of  President  VanBuren.     To   | 
her  Ire  was  united  upon  Christmas  Day,  1859,  and   ■ 
their  wedded  life  extended  over  a  period  of  twenty 
yeai-s,  as  she  died  September  30,  1879,    His  second 
union   brought  to  his  home  Mary  A,  Hasldii   to 
whom   he   was   married  in   Michigan.     She  lived 
some  ten  years  after  her  marriage  with  him.  dying 
June  14,  1889.     The  present  Mi-s.  Cole  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Emily  J.  Coon,  and  she  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1890.     Her  social  inter-  , 
course  is  much  restricted  on  account  of  her  afflic-  ! 
tion  by  deafness,  whicli  is  a  gi'eat  drawback  to  her 
enjoyment  of  society. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Cole  learned  the  ti-ade  of  a  har- 
ness-maker in  New  York,  but  lias  not  adhered  to  , 
that  business  through  life.  While  in  Pennsylvania  , 
he  carried  on  a  farm  and  after  he  returned  to  New 
York  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  which  he 
worked  at  for  some  time  after  coming  to  Michigan 
in  1862.  In  1864  he  enlisted  in  the  defense  of  his 
country's  l»aiiuer,  joining  Company  G,  Tenth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  a  member  of  the  army 
until  the  close  of  the  war  when  he  'was  mustered 
out  and  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

Our  subject  is  carrying  on  geaeral  farm  work 
and  keeps  upon  his  place  the  usual  amount  of  good 
stock  which  is  to  be  found  upon  a  first-class  farm 
but  does  not  make  a  specialty  of  this  branch  of 
agriculture.     In  years  past  he  has  belonged  to  the  , 


Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  is  not  now  an  active 
member  of  any  society  except  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  He  is  upon  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States  which  h«  richly  deserves  on  account 
of  the  brave  fighting  he  did  during  the  war.  He 
is  a  Arm  believer  in  the  doctrines  embodied  in  the 
platform  of  the  Republican  party  but  his  interest 
in  the  cause  of  temperance  leads  him  to  cast  his 
vote  for  Prohibition  whenever  lie  has  an  opi)0rtii- 
nity.     He  attends  the  Free  Methodist  Church. 


e 


m>^^<§ 


OL.  FRKDERICK  SCHNEIDER.  This  gen- 
tleman is  interested  in  several  branches  of 
business,  viz:  Notary  public,  conveyancing, 
i-eal  estate,  insurance,  foreign  collections,  exchange 
and  passage  agent,  moneys  loaned  and  invested, 
and  titles  examined.  His  ofliice  is  located  at  No. 
224^  North  Wa.'*hington  Avenue,  I^nsing,  in  his 
own  block,  which  comprises  Nos.  222  and  224 
North  Washington  Avenue.  This  block  is  an  im- 
posing building,  having  stoi-es  lielow  and  flats  and 
offices  in  the  second  and  third  stories.  It  is  in  the 
center  of  tlie  business  part  of  the  city,  and  is  in 
demand  for  every  depaitment  for  which  it  was 
bnilt. 

t'ol.  Schneider  is  loyal  to  tlie  State  in  which  he 
was  bom  and  feels  that  having  given  him  life,  it 
will  also  give  him  a  maintenance  among  the  {>eo- 
ple  with  whom  for  years  he  has  been  associated. 
He  was  born  at  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
November  24, 1 840  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  Schneider, 
lO  wasa  farmer, andaman  largely 
business  at  and  near  Detroit  where  he 
was  a  resident  from  boyhood.  Our  subject  spent 
the  fii'st  three  years  of  his  life  at  Saline,  when  with 
his  iMirentshe  removed  to  the  city  of  Detroit.  His 
mother  was  before  her  mairiage,  Mary  Ruehle, 
a  daughter  of  John  Valentine  Ruehle  and  his 
wife  Susanne  (Kronenwett)  Ruehle.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather  was  Balthasar  Schneider.  Both 
paternal  and  maternal  grandparente  and  five  other 
German  families  came  to  this  countiy  in  1832  and 
settled  at  Detroit,  they   being,  So   far  as  is  uow 
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known,  the  first  fiei-mnii  familiL's  who  came  there 
to  make  their  liomesi,  or  indeed,  wlio  settled  in 
wliat  was  then  the  territory  of  Micliigan.  John 
Yalentine  Knehle.  Sr.,  wa?  a  diftingiiished  citizen  of 
Baden,  Germany,  liaving  been  an  ottieer  in  tlie 
l\'ftr  with  Napoleon,  and  also  .lerving  as  Burgo- 
niftstei'  of  liis  native  town  for  a  nnmber  of  yeai*. 
He  was  a  man  of  intelligeiu-e  and  energy,  Ijoiind 
to  sHcceed  wherever  placed. 

Shoi'tly  after  liis  marriage,  I'eter  St'liiieidi'i'  re- 
moved to  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  but  soon  ix- 
tnnied  to  Detroit  where  he  again  engaged  in 
i>iisinesB,  living  part  of  the  time  on  his  farm  whicii 
is  now  incoiTiOi'ated  in  tlie  t-ity,  Tliei-e  lie  engaged 
in  dairying,  stock-breeding,  ninnnfautiiring  and 
linilding.  lie  remained  until  IK7(»,  wiien  he  sold 
out  all  his  intei-e»t«  and  remov^'d  to  White  liear 
Lake,  Minn.,  ten  miles  north  of  St.  I'aiil.  There- 
with three  of  his  sonn,  he  engaged  in  farming  on  a 
large  scale  and  carried  t>n  his  agricultural  interef^tw 
veiy  sntMieBsfnIly  nntil  they  were  cheeked  by  his 
death  which  occmred  IX^^eniber  31.  I87H.  The 
death  of  hia  wife  had  occurred  thiee months  tieforc 
his  decease.  They  left  a  family  of  seven  children 
comprising  fonrsonu  and  three  daxighters,  who  are 
as  follows;  Frederick,  the  subject  of  our  sketch, 
who  is  the  oldest  memlicrof  the  family  now  living; 
.John  Henry,  I'etei'  and  Charles  William,  Mary, 
Sophia  and  Caroline.  Veter  Schneider  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  old  Washington  lx)dge  of 
the  Independent  Ordei-  of  (Idd  Fellows  of  De- 
troit, tlie  fli-st  lodge  that  was  organized  in  this 
State,  and  an  active  member  of  tlie  old  Fii-e  Dejmrt- 
inent  of  Deti-oit  and  of  the  Detroit  Scott  (iuards, 
and  was  an  ardent  Free  Soil  Whig. 

(lur  subject  received  both  a  common  school  and 
academic  education  in  Detrait  and  afterward  grad- 
uated from  Bryant  and  Stratton's  Commereial  Col- 
lege, of  the  same  city.  When  he  had  finished  his 
education  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  was  there  em 
ployed  as  a  traveling  agent,  and  later  liecame  a 
shipping  clerk  for  a  wholesale  grocery  and  com- 
mission house.  Before  leaving  home  he  had  In- 
come a  member  of  the  Detroit  Scott  Guards,  an  old 
military  organization  that  had  Iieen  first  organized 
by  his  uncle,  ■).  X.  Bueble,  Jr.,«iii  IHUt,  he  liemg  iljs 
first  Captain,  afterward  Major  in  the  Fii'St  Michi- 


gan Infantry  in  the  Mexican  War.  and  later  n 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  tlie  Sixteenth  Infantry  in 
the  War  of  the  Kebellion. 

Oui'  subject  remained  in  (.:hicngo  as  a  shipping 
clerk  until  the  Urst  call  for  trooi»s  made  by  I'resident 
Lincoln.  April  ir»,  1H61,  on  which  day  he  enlisted. 
He  was  not  an  untrained  soldier  for  lie  had  pi-evi- 
o!i.*ly  drilled  with  the  Deti-oit  Scott  Guards  and 
rtitii  the  Ellsworth  Zouaves  of  Chicago  and  was 
familiar  with  military  drill.  The  next  day  after 
liis  enlistment  at  Chicago  he  received  a  tele- 
gi'am  fivjm  the  Secretary  of  the  comimny  in  De- 
ti-oit.  of  which  he  was  still  an  honorary  memlier. 
stating  that  the  whole  comtmny  had  enlisted,  and 
tjiat  he  (the  writei")  had  saved  one  place  'tor  Mi'. 
Schneider.  "Would  he  come?"  Our  subject  im- 
mediately had  his  Cliieagoenlistmentcancelledand 
wired  })ack  that  he  would  come  to  Detivit  by  the 
next  train,  which  lie  did.  The  call  was  for  three 
montlis'  volunteei's.  The  Chicago  flnn  for  whom 
he  had  been  working  assui-ed  him  that  his  salary 
slioidd  go  on.  which  they  ^jaid  him,  and  if  he  came 
liack  he  should  have  his  position  again.  Young 
Schneider  entei-ed  the  company  as  a  private  and 
was  soon  after  sent  to  the  front,  his  company  being 
the  second  to  oiler  its  service  in  tliis  State,  follow- 
ing the  Detroit  Light  Guards  by  only  twenty 
minutes.  This  eai-ly  response  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teei-s  gained  his  company  the  option  of  second  place 
in  the  First  Kegiment,  or  first  place  in  the  Second 
Hegiment,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  the  first  jiosi- 
tion  in  the  Second  Regiment,  which  was  being 
formed  simultaneously  with  the  First  Uegiment. 
In  the  meantime,  tlie  War  ])epartment  had  ordered 
tliat  only  one  regiment  should  be  mustered  from 
Michigan  for  three  months.  All  others  must  enter 
for  three  yearn,  or  for  the  duration  of  the  war, 
and  thus  his  company  was  the  fli'st  that  enlisted 
for  the  three  yeai-s'  service. 

Mr.  Schneider  vras  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  On  May  25,  1861.  Prior  to  that  lime 
he  was  promoted  to  be  Company  Clerk  and  from 
that  post  to  Corporal.  He  was  advanced  from  that 
position  toSei'geaut  and  as  such  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  in  Company  A,  of  the 
Second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  served  with  his 
regiment  Ihroiigli  the  entii-e  war,  participating  in: 
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all  its  marches,  sitinnishes  and  Iwittles,  with  tlit^ 
exception  of  two  engagetnents  that  took  jilaco 
while  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war  and  at  the  same 
time  suffering  from  a  wound.  He  held  nairiy  every 
position  in  the  regiment  during  its  term  of  ser- 
vice, from  private  to  Colonel  and  was  the  last  Com- 
mander of  his  regiment.  During  the  war  he  was 
twice  wounded  in  battle,  and  once  seriously  hurt. 
while  on  a  marcli,  at  which  time  his  regiment  was 
engaged  in  the  famous  seven  days'  fight  during 
Gen.  McCellan's  change  of  base  on  the  [wninsula. 
Col.  Schneider  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy  at 
three  different  times,  escaping  twic«.  The  last  time, 
however,  he  was  i-e-captured  and  held  a  prisoner  of 
war  at  Petersburg,  Lihhy  Prison,  Salisbiu-y  Stock- 
ade and  Danville,  and  was  finally  exchanged 
February  22,  1864,  rejoining  his  regiment  the  daj- 
after  the  storming  of  Peteisburg.  He  would  liave 
taken  part  in  this  engagement  had  he  not  been  i-e- 
strftined  bj-  order  of  the  ]'rovost  Warshal.  who 
ordered  that  all  men  arriving  be  held  tack  until 
the  first  results  of  the  grand  advance  were  known. 

After  rejoining  and  assuming  command  of  his 
regiment,  Col.  Sclmeider  was  ordered  jfter  the  sur- 
render at  Appomattox,  to  Washington,  and  was  as- 
signed to  duty  with  his  regiment  as  Provost  Ciuard 
at  the  Capitol.  He  remained  at  this  post  until 
finally  mustered  out  of  service  with  his  regiment 
.fuly  28,  1865,  after  which  lie  came  home  witli  the 
men  who  had  been  associated  with  him  so  inti- 
mately throughout  that  desperate  struggle.  .\ 
joyous  and  grand  reception  await«d  them  on  theii- 
return,  and  a  few  days  after  the  regiment  was  i^aid 
off  and  disbanded.  Col.  Schneider  having  served 
for  four  and  a  half  years. 

On  returning  again  to  the  life  of  a  civilian.  Col. 
Schneider  was  married  August  22,  1865  to  Miss 
Liaeie  Streugson,  of  Detroit,  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian Strengson.  lie  had  made  arrangements  to  soon 
tliereafter  go  into  business  at  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
hut  was  induced  to  relinquish  the  project  and  ac- 
cepted the  nominationof  City  Treasurer  «tf  J>etroit. 
His  acceptance  was  made  by  the  urgent  advice  of 
his  numerous  friends  and  relatives  on  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  but  the  ticket  was  defeated  the  follow- 
ing November  in  the  subsequent  election.  Jn 
January,  1866,  a  clerkship  was  offered  him  in  the 


Auditor-Cenerfll's  ollice  at  Lansing,  by  Anditor- 
(ieneral  Emil  Annoke.  'Hhs  he  accepted  and  en- 
tered on  the  duties  of  that  office  February  1,  1866, 
and  after  lieing  an  incumbent  of  that  position  for 
one  year,  he  was  piomoted  to  the  position  of  Chief 
of  the  Abstract  Department,  which  place  he  held 
imtil  December  31,  18^0,  covering  a  pei-iod  of 
twenty-five  years,  minus  one  month.  Tliere  being 
a  change  of  administration,  he  resigned,  his  resigna 
tion  to  take  effect  December3l.  He  went  outwitli 
the  old  administration,  having  sei'vedthe  State  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century. 

In  1867,  Col.  Schneider  was  appoiHte<I  agent  for 
Central  Michigan  of  an  old  foreign  exchange  and 
tanking  house  in  New  York,  which  appointment  he 
still  liolds.  Shortly  aftei-word  he  wa.i  appointed 
cori-espoixlent  of  the  (iei'maii  Imperial  Consulate. 
and  lias  ever  since  liei'n  engaged  in  making  foreign 
collections,  outi^idc  of  hi:'  ofHcial  duties.  In  1870 
he,  in  company  wilh  iiis  fatlier  and  two  of  his 
bratlici-s,  invested  in  wild  lands  at  AVhite  Bear 
Lake,  Minn.,  and  becnit.c  interested  in  farming 
on  a  large  scale.  In  tlie  year  of  1885,  he  sold 
out  liis  land  interests  in  the  State  of  Minnesota  and 
invested  in  Lansing  f'lty  proijerty,  ei-eciting  the 
S<'hneider  Block  on  Norlli  Wa,ihington  Avenue.  It 
is  a  handsome  brick  .ind  stone  structure,  three 
stones  and  liasemcnt  in  height.  Jiaving  forty-four 
feet  frontftgt^  and  licriig  one  huTidrcd  firt  (Iee|i.  K 
compaiv^  fiivornhly  willi  :iiiy<.r  ^h,■  hiisiiu-ss block- 
<.f   tbiscily. 

Since  oursii)>jefl's  ret ircinuul  from  Stnte  service, 
he  has  greatly  enlarged  I  lis  business  in  foreign  <.^ol- 
lections,  and  liiis  added  real  estate,  fire  and  life  in- 
surance, to  which  he  devotes  his  attention  at  the 
present  time.  Sixiially  Col.  Schneider  is  as  pop- 
ular as  he  is  well  known  in  the  city  of  lou- 
sing. His  wife  is  a  whole-souled,  intelligent,  and 
cultured  woman,  whose  |)resence  would  be  in 
itself  a  means  of  inspiration  and  impetus  to  any 
man.  She  was  Iwrn  in  (iermany  February  2,  1816, 
at  T'uttlingen  in  Wurtcmberg,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Christian  Strengsou  formerly  a  merchant  and 
Government  official  in  his  native  city  in  Germany. 
He  emigmted  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Detroit  about  1850,  where  he  engaged  in  busine'^e 
and  remained  until  hie  decease  which  occurred  in 
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1888,  he  being  Rt  that  time  eighty-five  years  ot 
age.  Miss  StitDgeon  who  came  to  Detroit  in  lier 
infancy,  was  educated  in  Detroit  in  the  same  school 
in  whicli  onr  subject  was  a  student  and  remained 
at  home  with  her  parents  in  that  eity  until  liei' 
marriage. 

Five  children  have  been  the  issue  of  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  and  his  wife  but  only  two  still 
live,  namely:  Charles  Fredeiick,  bom  at  I^ansing 
August  14,  1866,  who  graduated  from  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College,  and  was  awarded  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  the  Class  of  '85. 
He  afterwa.rd  took  a  post-graduate  courae,  passed  a 
creditable  examination,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
United  States  Signal  Scliool  at  Vt.  Meyer,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  from  which,  after  graduating  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  observer  in  the  United  States 
signal  service  at  Colorado  Springs  and  Pike's  Peak. 
He  there  remained  until  October,  1888,  when  he 
was  transferred  to  the  station  at  Deti'oit,  where  he 
is  still  on  duty.  He  has  a  home  and  family  of  his 
own,  having  been  married  May  6,  1890,  to  Miss 
Carrie  Kast,  of  Detroit.  The  youngest  of  our 
subject's  children  is  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Helen, 
who  was  bom  July  28,  1889.  Col.  and  Mrs. 
Schneider  are  membei'S  of  the  Plymouth  Congre- 
gational Church,  They  have  a  pleasant  home  at 
No.  716  Seymour  Street,  where  they  have  lived 
since  May  12,  186fi. 

The  attention  of  the  I'eader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Col.  Schneider,  which  is 
presented  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 


-^^I@#^^I^M^- 


,Tr^j  OBERT  M.  LAMORKAUX,  The  prosperity 
jjW?  and  prioress iveness  of  Ingham  County,  and 
(i^  %  indeed  of  Michigan  itself,  is  largely  due  to 
^^  the  undagging  efforts  of  the  newspaper 
men  of  this  section,  who  from  the  time  the  first 
printing  press  was  set  up  in  the  Wolverine  State 
have  persistently  and  intelligently  called  the  atten- 
tion of  investors  to  the  riches  to  be  found  in  the 
soil,  the  waters,  the  mines  and  the  climate  of  Mich- 
iga^a.    The  resources  of  the  State  were  here  just  as 


much  in  that  early  day  as  they  are  now,  hut  of 
what  avail  would  they  have  been  to  tlie  people  oi 
tlie  overcrowded  East  had  they  not  been  advertised 
iu  tlie  columns  of  these  iiewspapern.  It  is  thei-efoif 
with  peculiar  pleasure  that  the  biographer  responds 
to  tlie  call  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  any  one 
of  the  newspaper  fraternity. 

Mr.  Lamoreaux,  the  editor  of  the  Ingham  County 
Republican,  whieli  is  published  at  Leslie,  was  born 
in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  February  8,  1865,  his 
honored  parents  being  Henry  and  Martha  (Jones) 
Lamoreaux,  whose  native  States  are  New  York  and 
Ohio  respectively.  Tliey  are  married  in  Angola, 
Ind.,  and  now  make  their  home  at  Battle  Creek, 
Mich.  Henry  Lamoreaux  is  in  moderate  circum- 
stances and  carries  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  He  has  been  a  Republican  all 
his  life  but  lias  never  been  in  office  as  he  preferred 
to  devote  himself  to  his  chosen  vocation  of  a 
farmer.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  earnest 
and  conscientious  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Chureh  and  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Charles,  Robert  M.,  Lee  and  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  child  in 
age  in  his  father's  family  and  grew  up  upon  the 
farm  in  Scott  Township,  Steuben  County,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  which  time  his 
parents  moved  toFennville,Allegan  County,  Mich., 
and  four  years  later  removed  to  Calhoun  County. 
The  district  school  gave  this  boy  his  elementary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  attendance 
upon  the  High  School  at  Battle  Creek.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  assisting  him  uiioii  his 
farm,  and  learning  practical  lessons  of  industry, 
IMjieeverance  and  thrift  until  he  i-eached  hismajor- 
ity,  when  he  determined  to  leard  the  printer's 
trade  and  entered  the  otHce  of  the  Duily  Moon,  at 
Battle  Creek,  as  an  apprentice.  He  remained  in 
that  office  for  three  years  and  subsequently  work- 
ed at  his  trade  in  Kalamazoo,  Decatur,  and  South 
Bend,  lud. 

Somewhat  later  the  young  printer  conceived  the 
idea  of  making  an  independent  start  in  the  new.-- 
paper  line  and  going  lo  Augusta,  3Iich.,  he  pur- 
chased the  Augusta  Chronicle,  which  he  published 
for  a  year  and  a  half,  after  which  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  the  Galesburg  Enterprise,  at  Galesburg, 
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Mich.  After  opeiatiiig  this  jmpev  for  a  few  montlis 
Ml.  Lamoreaux  went  to  Detroit  and  worked  on 

the  Eoen.ng  Newi*  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he 
came,  on  New  Year's  Day,  181*1,  to  Leslie,  and 
bought  out  the  Ingham  County  R&publican,  the 
organ  of  the  Republican  pai-ty  in  this  section,  hav- 
ing at  the  time  a  eii-culation  of  five  hundred.  By 
his  purchase  he  took  entire  charge  of  the  papei 
and  is  now  sole  editor  and  proprietor. 

Mr.  Lamoreaux,  as  is  natural  to  one  in  his  posi  ■ 
tion,  tabes  a  keen  interest  in  public  affairs  and  is 
especially  interested  in  the  movements  of  the  Re- 
publican t)arty,  which  he  represents.  He  is  a  warm 
advocate  of  temi>erance  and  a  member  of  the  order 
of  Good  Templars.  Ills  marriage  which  took  place 
September  8,  1891,  brought  to  his  home  Clara  B.,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Maria  (Connor)  Wick- 
liam,  of  Calhoun  County,  Mich,  Two  yeai-s  prior 
to  her  maiTiage,  Mrs.  Lamoreaux  was  gi-aduated  in 
stenography  and  type-writing  and  has  become  a 
faithful  partner  in  business  with  her  husband.  On 
November  1,  1891,  Mr.  Lamoi-eaux  ventured  still 
fui'ther  in  the  jouimalistic  tide  and  established  the 
Bnltle  Creek  Tribvtie,  a  firm  advocate  of  Republi- 
cnuism.  His  first  issue  came  out  the  week  of  elect- 
ion giving  Ohio's  victory.  In  Battle  Creek  he  has 
taken  up  his  permanent  abode  with  office  and 
household,  and  already  ranks  among  the  foi-emost 
citizens  of  the  place. 


K0H<;E  Dl  NCKEL,  tlie  present  efficient 
and  popular    Supei'visoi-   of    Locke  Town- 

jj^  ship,  Ingham  County,  whose  home  is  lo- 
cated on  section  28,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
July  24,  1829.  His  parents  were  Nicholas  F.  and 
Catherine  Dunckel,  and  both  were  natives  of  New 
York  and  of  fierraan  ancestry  on  both  sides.  Their 
progenitors  settled  along  the  beautiful  Moliawk 
Valley  in  New  York  several  centuries  ago,  and 
many  of  them  were  valiant  soldiei'S  in  the  Revolu- 
lutionai-y  War  and  also  in  the  War  of  1812. 

When  but  a   small  boy  our   subject  emigrated 


with  his  t>ai'enbi  to  Michigan  when  it  was  yet  a 
Territory,  and  for  several  years  the  family  resided 
in  Wayne  County,  whence  they  removed  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  resided  there  for  a  time, 
coming  to  Ingham  County  in  the  fall  of  1842. 
Here  the  family  made  its  home  in  Locke  Town- 
.•ilnp,  and  both  parents  died  in  this  new  home.  Of 
a  large  family  of  children  born  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing survive,. namely:  Mrs,  Megineron,  Oshea 
&.,  Daniel,  Oeorge,  William  and  Mrs.  Cornelius 
Dietz, 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative pioneers  of  this  county,  and  had  reached 
his  eighty-sixth  year  when  he  passed  from  earth, 
his  loss  being  greatly  felt  in  the  neighborhood. 
His  son  George  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Locke 
Township,  amid  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  did 
liis  full  share  in  the  clearing  of  the  forests  and 
breaking  up  of  the  virgin  soil.  His  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
the  young  man  decided  to  learn  his  father's 
trade,  and  followed  it  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tuiy,  becoming  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  em- 
ploying at  times  a  large  number  of  hands.  It  is 
claimed  that  he  has  built  as  many  barns  and  mills 
in  Ingham  County  as  any  man  who  can  be  named, 
and  much  of  his  handiwork  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  residences  and  barns  of  Locke  Township. 

For  the  last  few  yeai-s  Mr.  Dunckel  has  devoted 
himself  exclusively  to  agrieultui'al  pursuits.  He 
received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
early  district  schools  of  this  county.  His  own  ef- 
forts have  made  of  him  a  well-read  gentleman 
and  he  lias  earnestly  co-operated  with  every  effort 
to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
His  marriage  with  Lydia  Hill,  September  30,  1855, 
brought  him  eight  children,  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Marcena,  Lina,  Rol>ert,  Edna  and 
Htanlej'. 

The  present  Mrs.  Dunckel  became  the  wife  of 
our  subject  in  July,  1884,  and  she  has  borne  him 
one  son,  Moses.  Before  her  union  with  him  she 
was  a  widow,  Mi-s.  Henrietta  Fairbanks.  Mr, 
Dunckel  now  owns  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  well  cultivated. 
He  has  served  for  a  number  of  yeara  as  Treasurer 
of  Locke  Township,  and    is   now  upon    his   third 
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term  as  Siiiicrvihii]'.  where  lie  is  scrviiiif  with  (Teilit 
hoth  to  himself  mid  his  constituents,  ile  is  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Ingham  Country, 
and  is  a  public-spirited  and  enterprising  man  and 
warmly  interested  in  the  movement  of  public  af- 
fairs and  the  progress  of  ^the  Rf])uhlienn  part.v,  to 
which  he  is  deeply  attached. 


^-»^ 


!^M  HH.  MARY  A.  CUR'nS.  Until  within  a 
jf  111  few  years  there  has  been  a  cruel  practice  in 
w  *  vogue  in  Hindostan  in  which  the  widow 
*  of  a  deceased  husband  immolated  herself 

upon  the  funeral  pyre  of  lier  deceased  spouse  in 
order  to  pi-ove  l>eyoiid  a  doubt  her  fidelity  and 
loyalty.  In  more  enlightened  countries  tliat  same 
devotion  is  better  proved  by  living,  and  taking  up 
the  dropped  threads  that  luive  fallen  from  tlie 
nerveless  Angers  of  the  dei^arted,  the  loving  sur- 
vivor completes  the  fabric,  making  it  harmonious 
and  lovely.  Thus  lias  done  the  lady  whose  name 
is  above  and  whose  biogi-aphy  it  is  our  pleasant 
privilege  to  here  chronicle. 

Our  subject  is  the  widow  of  Benjamin  Curtis, 
who  was  born  in  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
21,  1816.  I-Iis  parents  were  Victory  and  Marj 
(Tucker)  Curtis,  natives  of  New  York,  whence  they 
came  West  in  1836  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Howell,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  farming,  passing  away  at  a  good  old  ago  in 
this  State.  Mr.  Curtis  received  his  education  in 
his  native  State  and  came  West  with  his  family. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  became  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  aci-es  in  this  county.  Dur- 
ing his  life  he  was  honored  by  the  appointment  or 
election  to  various  offices  in  the  township  of  Handy 
He  lived  here  iifty  years  and  during  that  time  liis 
interests  became  entirely  bound  up  in  tlie  place; 
he  died  in  1874.  For  many  yeai-s  he  had  been  an 
ardent  Democrat,  adhering  strictly  to  the  original 
principles  of  the  i)ai'ty,  in  their  purity. 

Mr,  Curtis  and  our  subject  were  married  June 
14,  1838,  She  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  was  prior  to  her  union  with  Mr.  Curtis,  Miss 


Maiy  A.  Bush,     She  was  born  in  Danby Township, 

Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  February  26,  1816.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Dykeman) 
Bush,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  They  were  married  in  New  York 
where  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  and  in  1837 
came  to  Handy  Township,  where  he  first  took  up 
two  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land  from  the 
(Government.  He  at  once  built  a  comfortable  log 
house,  which,  however,  during  the  first  summer 
was  without  doora  or  chimney.  He  cleared  the 
farm  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  owned  over 
seven  hundred  acres  of  fine  land.  On  first  coming 
to  the  State  the  country  was  very  wild  and  the  shy 
denizens  of  the  forest  had  not  yet  learned  to  be 
fearful  of  man.  Mr.  Bush  frequently  went  out 
before  breakfast  and  killed  a  deer.  Politically  lie 
was  a  Democrat.  His  death  occurred  June  19, 
1862,  his  natal  day  having  been  Noveml)er4, 1793. 
Mi's.  Curtis'  mother  died  November  17,  1879;  she 
was  born  October  b,  1794.  Of  four  children  she 
of  whom  we  write  is  the  oldest  and  only  surviving 
one.  The  second  one  was  Electa,  who  married  Mr. 
A  Barnard  David,  and  Maria  wlio  became  Mrs. 
Sylvester  lanner. 

Mrs  Cuitis  was  educated  in  New  York  at  a  dis- 
tiict  school  and  after  completing  her  course  she 
taught  foi  five  terms  in  her  native  State.  She 
i.ame  W  utt  with  her  pai'ents,  they  taking  the  lake 
route  to  Detroit,  and  thence  coming  hither  by 
privat-e  conveyances.  They  stopped  on  the  way 
Brighton,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  at  a  store  and 
while  there  Mrs.  Curtis  engaged  to  teach  school, 
taking  charge  of  the  school  two  weeks,  and  having 
been  the  first  teacher  in  that  village.  She  taught 
for  three  months  and  received  J1.50  per  week  and 
her  board.  Her  first  school  was  in  ConwayTown- 
ship  and  was  kept  in  a  shanty  with  a  bark  roof 
and  floor. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  lady  of  unques- 
tionable culture  and  refinement.  After  her  mar- 
riage and  giving  up  her  teaching  she  engaged  in 
farming  with  her  husband,  being  his  co-partner  and 
worker  until  his  death.  Six  children  came  as  a 
pledge  of  their  wedded  affection,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living  and  all  being  men  and  women  grown 
who  have  homes  of  their  own.     The  eldest  daugh- 
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f.l]i|>;  An-  is  Uh'  iiiotlitT  .if  Iwi.  rliiUlivti  — Miiiy  ;iil<1 
Kosit.  Armintlia  i.-;  Mr.-.  C.  lloijkiji.- and  has  llnri' 
ohildi-eii— Eva,  Lottie  aiul  Amelia.  Ruiil  iiiamed 
Miss  Harriet  Winer.  By  a  former  wife,  Hannah 
Hyne,  he  is  the  father  of  three  children — Nellie, 
Myrtie  and  Llojd.  Frank  H.  married  Julia Tomp- 
Idns  and  i."  the  father  of  three  children — Fred, 
Clyde  and  Nellie.  I'ermelia,  who  became  Mi-s. 
Adams,  died  in  1863,  leaving  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Carrie.  Mib.  Curtis  rents  her  liomestead  and  re- 
sides in  a  beautiful  home  in  Fowlerville.  She  is 
known  far  and  near  and  her  friends  are  many. 


i^^l-s*-i^S^#^i 


^^  \  1)\1{\\1N  Anion,  the  tiiinilie,-  who 
Vs^  (.ame  to  Midnsioi  nih  in  the  "M)>-,  is 
1^3  the  one  repi-escntfd  h\  the  jfentleman 
~~  who-*  name  ipptai*  at   the  head  of  this 

pai-afTitph  Thev  «ent  tliiouirji  with  the  usual 
expeiiencei  of  eaih  setlleis  and  liravely  endured 
haidships  ind  helped  to  Imild  up  a  prosperous  and 
mtellis^nt  cominiinit>  foi  future  generations, 
Scaicely  enouifh  praise  can  he  -aid  in  honor  of 
those  eaih  families  who  buildeil  liotter  than  they 
knew  and  who've  woitli  tan  only  (>e  appreciat-ed 
by  their  children  and  by  those  who  slud\-  deeply 
into  the  real  root  of  the  present  wealth  and  hijfji 
standing  of  the  Wolverine  State. 

Seth  C.  Darwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  married  a  woman  of 
his  own  Htate,  Wealthy  Merrill  by  name,  and  made 
his  home  with  her  in  1817  in  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.  There  they  lived  until  1835,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  bought  land  in  Marion  Township, 
J^ivingston  County,  taking  Ave  hundred  and  sixty 
aci-es  of  wild  land.  He  retui-ned  to  New  York  and 
resided  there  for  several  years,  and  then  came  to 
Michigan  and  made  his  home  for  a  year  with  his 
son  S.,  after  which  he  moved  into  a  log  house 
in  Marion  Township,  wliere  he  lived  for  a  numijer 
of  years.  After  this  he  sold  his  property  there 
and  moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  his  daughter  was 
making  lier  home,  having  married  Dr.  Hutton,  of 


iiiif  Ulc  rnivei^ily. 
Solh    j^arwin   had 


piaelieed  tii.'dieiue  in 
lo^t  iiis  wife  ii)  !«+:(,  jiiid  lie  survived  lier  many 
years.  Tliey  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  March  28,  1813.  and  was  granted  a  common 
school  education  and  such  advantages  as  his 
friends  conld  secure  for  him,  and  came  to  Michi- 

■  gan  when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  He  set- 
tled upon  one  hundred  and  twenty  aeres  in  Marion 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  here  he 
brought  his  bride,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage Mareh  13,  1836.  This  lady,  Sarah  Ann  Bui- 
lai'd  by  name,  was  lK>rn  in  Ontario  County,  K.  1'., 
in  1817.  Before  bringing  her  on  he  had  built  a 
log  house,  and  as  they  were  very  poor,  and  Mrs, 
Darwin  was  anxious  to  help  forward  not  only  in 
the  civilization  of  their  new  home,  but  in  the 
family  expenses,  she  taught  school  at  Y]}silanti  for 
one  term.  Their  log  cabin  was  of  the  most  primi- 
tive kind,  as  it  had  no  floor  and  no  gable  end. 
They  built  the  fire  next  to  tlie  logs,  as    they  had 

■  no  regular  chimney.  Indians  and  wild  animals 
abounded,  and  venison  was  easy  to  procure. 

Kight  acres  of  land  was  soon  cleared  and  wheat 
sown  in  it,  and  in  winter  he  proceeded  to  fence 
his  land,  'lliey  were  a  I'obust  and  healthy  young 
couple,  and  gi-eatly  enjoyed  this  camping-out 
kind  of  life,  and,  like  the  sparrows, trusted  in  their 
Heavenly  Father  that  their  food  would  not  fail. 
During  the  few  yeare  that  they  lived  there  they 
put  sixty  acres  under  improvement,  but  finally 
sold  out  and.  coming  tfl  l*utnam  County,  settled 
upon  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  that  had  been 
jiartly  improved  and  had  upon  it  a  comfortable 
frame  house. 

In  1863  they  had  the  misfortune  of  losing  their 
home  and  everything  it  contained  by  fire,  but  Mr. 
Darwin  promptly  rebuilt  and  erected  a  pleasant 
and  commodious  home,  in  which  he  has  lived  ever 
since.  One  hundred  of  his  broad  aeres  are  now 
under  cultivatiim,  and  twenty  still  remain  wood- 
land. Although  now  much  past  his  threescore 
years  and  ten,  he  carries  on  the  farm  with  the  help 
!  of  a  hired  man.  Two  daughters  and  one  son  were 
I  granted  to   this   excellent  couple — Ellen  A,  and 
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Frances  A.  have  both  taught,  and  i  ranc  s  n  w 
the  wife  of  Chaites  Stickles.  The  o  Ed  v  n  A 
was  killed  by  a  tree  falling  upon  h  when  1  ewas 
twenty-four  yeare  old.  He  left  a  w  fe  a  d  ne 
child.  The  mother  is  ail  earne  t  a  1  eftic  nt 
membor  of  the  Congregational  Ch      h  1  ut  w 

an  invalid  and  confined  to  he  he  1  vl  1  a 
severe  trial  to  all  the  family. 

Mr.  Darwin  has  filled  a  number  of  { o  ta  t 
official  positions,  having  been  a  membe  of  the 
School  Board,  and  in  Marion  Towi  hi  1  e  wat.  i 
Constable  for  two  yeai-s.  He  l8  a  temj  e  ate  an 
in  his  habits,  and  in  his  political  p  nioni  ay  mpa 
thizes    with    the    Republican    part  wl     1     he 

takes  a  great  interest.  He  has  been  a  la  d  wo  k 
ail  his  life,  but  still  enjoys  excellent  1  ealtl  He 
began  without  means,  as  he  recei\  ed  oth  g  f  m 
his  father,  and  his  success  is  ent  el  due  t  the 
combined  efforts  of  himself  and  v  fe  who  la  e 
worked  in  harmony  for  the  su  ccv  of  eve  > 
endeavor.  He  has  some  inventive  genius,  and  has 
a  bean  planter  whicli  is  entirely  his  own  design, 
and  which  he  has  been  using  this  year,  operating 
it  with  a  single  horse,  and  planting  ten  acres  per 
day  with  it,  which  is  a  great  improvement  upon 
the  old  methods. 


'^ifOKEPH  FRANK.  Just  north  of  Fowler- 
I  ville  may  be  seen  «  beautiful  farm,  which  is 
^„^  I  adorned  by  a  handsome  residence  and  has 
(^^  first-class  farm  buildings  upon  it.  There  is 
a  beautiful  orchard,  and  in  ite  fields  and  its  stock 
barns  are  to  be  seen  the  finest  grades  of  stock,  such 
as  Short^horn  cattle,  Shropshire  sheep  and  fine- 
grade  horses.  This  is  the  property  of  tiie  gentle- 
man whose  name  we  have  just  given,  who  came 
to  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  in 
1874,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  England,  February  22, 
1845,  and  his  parents  were  .lames  and  Sarah 
(Bradley)  Frank,  who  came  to  America  in  1852, 
and  made  their  flret  home  in  New  York,  where  for 


th  ee  yea^  they  engaged  in  farming.  After  that 
'  t  me  tl  ej  oncluded  to  try  their  fortune  farther 
west  and  coming  to  Michigan,  purchased  a  fai-m 
of  e  ghty  acres  in  Conway  Township,  Livingston 
Cou  t'i  This  new  home  was  a  heavily  tim- 
1  e  1  property,  and  they  took  up  their  abode  in  a 
1  f  h  se  This  place  is  now  finely  improved, 
nl  ptn  t  may  be  found  as  good  a  house  and 
la  ns  t    miy  be  seen  in  many  a  mile's  ride. 

The  father  of  James  Frank  was  a  farmer  in 
}■  1  n  1  -Hid  bore  the  name  of  John.  Of  his 
fa  1\  of  five  children  two  still  survive— Hawkins, 
who  ema  ed  in  tlie  old  country;  and  James,  wlio 
1  eea  ne  tl  e  father  of  our  subject.  The  maternal 
gnn  Ifathe  of  our  subject  was  also  an  English 
f a  n  e  w  th  a  large  family  of  children,  only  two 
of  whon  Sarah,  Mrs.  Frank,  and  her  brother, 
Tof  n  have  come  to  this  country.  James  and  Sai-ah 
!•  1  k  1  ad  thirteen  children,  and  eight  of  those 
are  st  11  j  ursuing  their  earthly  career,  namely: 
Oui  subject,  William,  Hannah  (Mrs.  Cassiday), 
Alice  (Mrs.  Gould),  FJlijah,  James,  Nelson  and 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Kingslcy).  The  father  belongs  to  the 
Union  Labor  party,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  this  belief  in  Conway  Township.  He  has 
held  various  township  ofiiices,  and  his  services 
have  been  uniformly  satisfactory  to  his  constitu- 
ents. 

Joseph  Frank  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
of  Conway  Township,  and  lived  at  home  until  he 
was  eighteen  yeare  old,  when  he  began  farming  in 
an  independent  way,  and  bought  in  Conway 
Township  eighty  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he 
proceeded  to  clear  off.  Somewhat  later  he  sold 
that  property  and  came  to  Handy  Township.  He 
has  held  various  township  and  school  offices,  and 
has  been  especially  useful  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways.  It  was  in  1871  that  he  maiTied  Miss 
Joycie  Tanner,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Nancy 
(Gould)  Tanner,  both  natives  of  Michigan.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  happy  home — .Tay,  Min- 
nie, May  and  G.  D. 

The  Democratic  party  embodies  in  its  declara- 
tions tiie  principles  which  Mr.  Frank  believes  to  be 
most  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  eo\intry, 
and  he  therefore  gives  to  it  his  vote  and  voice.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  order  of  Odd 
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Fellows.  Mi's.  Frank  is  poaseased  of  a  liberal  edu- 
cation, having  completed  her  studies  at  Howell, 
and  she  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-school 
and  church,  being  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


^^EOttGE  E.  RANNEY,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  of 
III ,—-.  S»cond  Michigan  Cavalry.  Biography  treats 
^^J  of  the  individual;  it  is  not  liistory.  His- 
tory treats  of  men  in  the  mass;  it  is  notbiography. 
Still,  the  two  are  intimately  and  all  but  inextri- 
cably intertwined.  Twin  sisters  they  are,  looking 
on  each  other  with  the  kindliest  smile;  both  feed- 
ing ttie  lamps  of  knowledge,  but  pouring  pure  their 
oil  from  different  vessels. 

Very  foi-cibly  are  we  reminded  of  this  remark  of 
Bayne's  in  the  present  sketch,  l^p  to  a  certain 
point  it  is  biography,  pure  and  simple;  then  it  be- 
comes biography  and  histoiy  in  about  equal  pro- 
portions; then  once  more  it  returns  to  biography. 
and  history  disappeai-s,  still  leaving  behind  it,  like 
the  rivers  of  California,  golden  sands  too  precious 
to  remain  ungatliered. 

The  good  State  of  Michigan  has  received  the 
best  of  compliments  tor  the  excellence  of  its  sol- 
diers in  the  gi-eat  warof  the  Union  from  that  grand 
old  patriot,  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas.  We  once 
heard  a  dying  Massachusetts  officer  say  that  she 
"was  equally  good  in  infanti-y,  cavalry,  artillery, 
and  the  corps  of  engineers."  But  high  as  tlie  com- 
pliment was,  it  does  not  give  her  the  full  meed  of 
praise  that  she  deserves.  The  green  sash  had  its 
honors  as  well  as  tlie  red;  the  yellow  flag  its  mis- 
sion as  well  as  the  stars  and  stripes;  thei-e  were 
times  when  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  was  as  indis- 
pensable and  required  as  much  fortitude  in  its 
propel'  use  as  the  sword.  The  writer  of  this  sketch 
well  i-emembers  a  day,  after  the  greatest  of  all  our 
battles,  as  the  wounded  lay  in  thousands  and  the 
surgeons  were  few,  when  he  would  willingly  have 
given  up  all  other  kinds  of  knowledge  save  one — 
to  know  how  to  make  a  proper  use  of  a  box  of 


surgical  instruments.  With  the  modesty  of  true 
science,  the  i-esults  of  their  labor  have  been  re- 
corded, but  too  often  we  are  without  record  as  the 
danger  and  cost  at  which  those  result*  were 
achieved.  Only,  then,  has  biography  found  its 
true  use  when  it  possesses  the  power  of  transfusing 
character  into  the  reader,  and  where  it  widens  into 
history,  causing  our  homage  to  the  nation  to  tran- 
scend our  homage  to  the  man.  We  honor  the  phy- 
sician who  has  bravely  maintained  his  post  during 
a  pestilence,  if  he  lives,  as  a  hero;  if  he  dies,  we 
lament  him  as  a  martyr,  and  erect  an  enduring 
monument  to  his  lame.  Why  not  similar  honor  be 
given  to  the  hero-surgeons  of  tlie  war?  and  among 
others,  to  our  modest  frieud  and  worthy  fellow- 
citizen,  Surgeon  Ranney,  of  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry  ? 

In  modem  sketches  of  biography  we  notice  that 
increasing  attention  is  given  to  the  question  of  an- 
cestry. As  in  animals,  so  in  man,  there  is  a  general 
law  of  heredity  that  asserts  itself  too  plainly  to  be 
denied.  Tlie  time  was  when  Coleridge  remarked 
tliat  "the  history  of  a  man  for  the  nine  months  pre- 
ceeding  his  birth  would  probably  be  far  more  in- 
teresting and  contain  events  of  greater  moment 
than  all  the  threescore  and  ten  years  that  follow 
it."  It  was  ridiculed  as  a  speculation  far  more 
cmious  than  useful.  But  it  is  so  no  longer.  The 
received  opinion  now  is  that  character  is  the  result 
of  innumerable  influences  from  without  and  from 
within,  which  act  unceasingly  through  life.  Who 
siiall  estimate  the  effects  of  these  latent  forces  en- 
folded in  the  spirit  of  a  new-born  child — (orees  that 
may  date  back  centuries,and  find  their  origin  in  the 
life  and  thought  and  deeds  of  remote  ancestors — 
forces,  the  genns  of  which,  enveloped  in  the  awful 
mystery  of  life,  have  been  transmitted  silently 
from  generation  to  generation  and  never  perish? 
Allcherishing  Nature,  provident  and  unforgetting, 
gathers  up  all  th^e  fragments  that  nothing  maybe 
lost,  but  that  all  may  ultimately  re-appear  in  new 
combinations.  Each  new  life  is  thus  the  heir  of  all 
the  ages,  the  possessor  of  qualities  which  only  the 
events  of  life  can  unfold."*  Especially  in  the  life 
of  a  physician,  to  give  some  particulars  concerning 
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b\»  pai-entagc  if  not  »o  much  n  niattei'  of  laudable 
|)i'i<lt!  nti  of  twieiitiiii;  iafurmation.  Many  things 
that  will  hereafter  appear  in  tins  ski'tch,  are  thus 
i-eadily  accounted  for  tliat  would  not  Ih'  uiirtfi'- 
«t«od  otiierwise. 

(itwge  K.  Raniiev  W!i>  boru  June  1:1,  1839,  in 
Batjivia,  X.  Y.,  the  coiuity  town  of  fienesee.  and 
ahniiwt  t'fjui -distant  from  Buffalo  and  Uwliester. 
llis  father,  jcmndfatlierandgrDat-jfraiiiifatlier  were 
iMtrn  in  Aslilield,  Masf.  His  fatlier'snaine  was  Joel 
Raaney;  that  of  the  old  patriareh,  who  came  to 
New  England  f  i-om  .Scotland  in  1 62(1,  Thoniaw  Raii- 
ney.  Many  of  his  dci-tendants  have  been  men  of 
indueucc  and  position,  and  not  a  few  of  the  family 
are  still  found  in  their  original  county  of  I'l-ank- 
liu.  It  is  something  to  come  from  nstock  that  has 
staying  qiinlitieti  and  does  not  run  out;  it  is  some- 
thing more  to  inherit  the  perfervtdum  iageiihnii 
Scotorwm;  and  in  this  i-espect,  as  in  so  niaii_\-  otli- 
ei'S,  a  good  man  leaveth  an  inlieritanee  to  his  chil- 
dren and  liic  children's  children  to  Iht-  i-emotcst 
genemtKui. 

The  mother  of  Or.  Rnuiiey  was  Klizabclli  1". 
Champlain,  the  daughter  of  Fi-aiicis  ('lmiiiplaiu,wlHi 
died  at  tlie  early  age  of  thirty-two,  fi-om  injuries 
received  in  the  War  1812.  He  was  the  direct  lineal 
descendant  of  ISamuel  Champlain.  the  celebi-ated 
French  naval  officer,  who,  in  160!),  discovered  the 
hike  that  still  iieaiw  his  name,  founded  Queliec  in 
III08,  and  to  whose  courage  and  enterprise  l'"i-ancc 
was  indebted  for  the  establishment  of  her  Colony 
of  Canada.  Mi-s.  lianney  still  lives  with  her  son 
in  a  happy  and  peaceful  old  age,  and  with  a  keen 
i-elish  and  recollection  of  event*  public  and  private 
in  the  long,  long  ago.  As  often  happens,  the 
son  "favoi-s"  his  mother,  and  to  a  practiced  eye 
the  French  lineaments  in  his  countenance  are  ol>- 
vious.  In  the  early  days  of  our  history  the  (Scoteh 
anil  French  frequently  united  in  marriage,  each 
having  a' common  Celtic  origin. 

Joel  Ranncy  received  an  excellent  education, 
and  for  some  year's  turned  it  to  good  account  as 
an  intelligent  farmer  and  dealer  in  stock.  Then 
came  the  ci-ash  of  1837,  a  debased  currency,  stjig- 
nation  in  business,  and  Ijankrupcy  all  over  the 
land.  The  long-continued  ''hard  times"  had  at 
least  one  good  effect — it  compelled  multitudes  to 


"go  West;"  and  but  for  tlii'i  enforced  hei!ii-!i  from 
the  Kast.^licbigiin  would  no1  have  been  the  niishly 
commonwealth  i-hc  now  i-. 

Mr.  Rauney,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  re- 
moved bi  Kent  Countj',  Mich.,  and  after  their  full 
share  of  malarial  illness  and  other  inevitable  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life,  he  secured  a  good  home  and 
eight,\  acres  of  land  about  three  miles  southwest  of 
(ii-and  Rapids.  Then  came  calamity  indee<l.  Long 
before  the  farm  had  l>een  cleared  or  rendered  pro- 
ductive, the  jrood  husband  and  father  died,  and 
lieorge,  now  a  lad  of  twelve,  had  to  form  the 
brave  purpose  of  fighting  the  Imttie  of  life  alone. 
The  offer  of  work  for  wages  on  a  farm,  with  the 
privilege  of  attending  winter  school,  wa.s  at  once 
acc*pted,  and  fmm  that  time  forward  he  went 
through  the  young  Americnn's  regulai-  curriculum 
of  farming,  driving  team,  clerking  and  railivrnding. 
At  the  cai'ly  ajje  of  seventeen  he  found  himself  at 
Stiifford.  X.  v.,  as  freight  and  ticket  agent  of  the 
Ihiffaio.  Corning  &  New  York  Railroad.  In  hisen- 
dcavor  to  keep  order  at  his  station,  thei-e  were 
si)me  who  despised  his  youth,  and  ow-asionallj'  got 
the  woi'st  of  it.  One  of  them,  the  son  of  a  Directoi', 
complained  to  his  father,  and  the  l>irector  insisted 
that  (Jeorge  should  he  dismissed.  Nothing  daunted, 
howevei',  he  appealed  to  the  .Superintendent  and 
asked  him  to  Inquire  of  the  citizens  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  c*se.  The  njsnlt  of  this  inquiry  was  that 
(ieorgc  was  indeed  removed  from  his  position,  hut 
<mly  to  another  and  a  better  one  in  the  Sni>erin- 
tendent's  own  ofHce.  Such  an  incident  is  as  credit- 
able to  the  young  defender  of  his  right*,  as  it  is 
mean  and  contemptible  on  the  imrt  of  tlie  cowardly 
aggi-essors.  The  victory  was  something,  hut  the 
good  opinion  of  the  Superintendent,  that  "Geoige 
was  capable  of  o<*upying  a  much  better  jjositlon," 
was  a  good  deal  moie.  It  gave  him  a  new  impulse 
in  his  attention  to  duty,  and  very  soon  he  was  pro- 
moted to  Wayland — excepting  two,  the  most  im- 
portant station  on  the  road,  llisdetenninedcool' 
ness  and  pluck,  and  his  ability  to  oveivome  op[)0- 
sition  and  to  avail  himself  of  opportunities  of 
advancement,  were  marked  characteristics  of  our 
young  railroad  agent,  of  which  we  shall  see  num- 
erous illustrations  in  his  future  cnreei'.  In  an  elilj- 
ing  tide  let  us  cast  anchor  and  hold  on;  the  tide 
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will  aoon  turn  again.     Only  a  dead  fish  floats  with   j 
the  stream.  ; 

Meanwhile,  underlyingallotherthings  in  young  | 
Ranney'smind  wasan  intense  desii-e  for  knowledge.  ; 
Hence  hia  saci-iflcea  to  attend  winter  school;  hence 
his  exemplary  diligence  at  Stafford  Academy,  under 
Parson  Radley;  at  Rushford  Academy,  under  Piof. 
.Saylles;  at  Gary  Collegiate  Seminaiy,  under  Dr. 
Jkstman.  Hence  his  enthusiastic  attachment  to 
some  of  his  feilow-stu dents,  especially  to  Thaddeus 
C.  Pound,  afterward  of  Wisconsin,  whose  subse- 
quent success  in  political  life  fully  justified  the  ad- 
miration of  h'm  friend.  This  attachment  was  one 
of  the  kind  that  those  only  undeistand  who  liave 
had  the  privilege  of  enjoying  it.  "The  union  of 
two  minds,"  says  th^  greatest  reflective  thinker  of 
all  time,  "from  that  sympathy  which  is  the  result 
of  unity  of  aim  in  the  acquisition  of  truth,  is  the  ; 
hightest  to  which  they  can  aspire."  Like  that  of 
comrades  in  war,  the  attachment  of  classmates  is  . 
proverbial.  This  is  the  true  Platonic  love:  what 
so  often  goes  under  the  name  is  but  a  base  and  un- 
worthy counterfeit. 

In  addition  to  the  desire  of  knowledge,  young  ; 
Ranney  had  also  a  very  definite  ideal  before  his 
mind  of  the  kind  of  man  he  would  like  to  be.  Of 
alt  the  men  with  whom  he  had  come  into  more  im- 
mediate contact,  none  had  more  deeply  enlisted  his 
youthful  admiration  than  a  certain  beloved  phy-  . 
sician,  in  whom  the  "code  of  ethics"  was  most 
happily  exemplified.  Would  his  coming  ever  be 
watched  for  with  so  much  anxiety?  the  door  be 
opened  with  as  much  reverence  for  his  opinion  in  i 
mattei's  of  life  and  death?  Would  he  ever  have  it 
in  his  power  to  confer  similar  benefits  on  the  sick 
and  suffering?  The  way  did  not  seem  to  be  easy, 
but  there  was  a  way.  and  he  found  it.  The  grim 
lions  that  so  often  seem  to  be  in  the  path  of  sloth 
and  cowardice  are  found  by  the  bi-ave  and  indus- 
trious to  be  chained  on  either  side.  Tliey  are  not 
in  the  path  Itself. 

Our  biography  now  widens  into  history.  In  j 
1858  young  Ranney  cttme  to  Charlotte,  Mich.,  and  I 
-  aft«r  spending  some  time  in  a  drug  store,  began  j 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Joseph  P.  Hall.  | 
In  1860-61  he  attended  his  fli-st  tei-m  of  medical 
lectures  in  the  University  of  Michigan.    But  tliose  j 


were  times  in  which  men  were  studying.the  condi- 
tion of  their  country  more  than  anything  else. 


h  held  h 


e  who  V 


death! 
Oh,  scarcely  nas  there  faith  m  God,  nor  any^truKt  in  man, 
While  fast  alons  the  Southern  sky  the  blighting  ahndow  ran  ! 
Itveiled  the  stare  one  afterone,  it  hushed  the  patriot 'a  song. 
And  stole  from  man  the  saered  sense  that  parteth  right  and 


hen  a  red  llaah- 

the  lightning  across  the  darkness  broke 

B  that  shook  the  land  the  guns  ot  S 

spolte! 

roes,  wake  T  the  age  of  heroes  dawns  ag 

'ruthtakealnhe 

r  hand  her  ancient  sword,  and  calls  her 

"War  a  healer"  seems  strange  doctrine  to  many 
who  do  not  distinguish  between  war  and  mere 
bloodshed,  but  not  to  such  philosophers  as  De- 
Quincey,  or  to  such  poets  as  Wordsworth.  There 
are  times  when  the  body  politic  requires  the  sword, 
just  as  the  body  physical  requires  the  knife.  War 
in  a  good  cause  is  not  the  greatest  evil  which  a  na- 
tion can  suffer.  If  slavery  will  not  give  way  to 
freedom,  nor  freedom  to  slavery,  the  sword  is  the 
only  umpire  that  can  settle  the  controversy. 

In  September,  1861,  young  Ranney  enlisted  as  a 
private  under  Capt.  H.  A.  Shaw,  and  assisted  him 
in  recruiting  a  company  for  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry.  His  knowledge  of  medicine  soon  made 
him  its  third  Hospital  Steward.  The  radical  change 
of  habits  in  a  thousand  men  recruited  from  their 
homes  imt>o&ed  arduous  duties  upon  the  surgeons, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1862  the  Hospital  Steward 
was  temporarily  assigned  the  duties  of  an  Assistant 
Surgeon  at  New  Madrid,  Mo.  By  overwork  and 
exposure  be  was  there  taken  ill,and  the  disease  be- 
ing severe  and  long  protracted,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service.  During  his  convalescence  he 
attended  another  tenn  at  the  Michigan  University, 
and  was  graduated  in  March,  1863.  But  it  was  not 
his  lot  to  lose  time  waiting  for  patients.  Letters 
from  his  regiment  to  Gov,  Blair,  recommending 
Dr.  Ranney  as' their  unanimous  choice  for  Second 
Assistant  Surgeon,  at  once  secured  him  the  appoint- 
ment, and  on  the  13th  of  .Tune  he  joined  his  .old 
regiment  at  Triune,  Tenn. 
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Those  who  know  what  cavalry  aerviiie  ia,  a«  eom- 
pai-ed  with  that  of  infantry,  liow  desperate  are  the 
i-aitls.  and  how  frequent  the  skirinishiiig,  can  well 
l«lieve  that  Surgeon  Ranney's  position  required 
im  little  fortitude  and  self-possession.  Take  a  few 
examples:  On  the  first  day's  advani^e  from  Trimie 
Ltiere  was  a  fight  at  Rovej-,  in  which  a  soldier  Ivi- 
longing  to  anotlier  brigade,  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  arm.  His  own  surgeon  confessing  his  utt«r 
inability  to  operate  on  account  of  his  trembling 
nerves,  the  medical  director  himself  was  obliged  In 
o)>erate,  and  took  Dr.  Kanney  to  assist  him.  The 
tiembluig  surgeon  was  not  alaimed  witliout  cause. 
The  scene  was  exciting  in  the  extreme.  Bullets 
whizzing  thick  and  fast;  squadrons  dashing  here 
and  there;  everything  uncertain  as  to  the  i-esult  of 
the  contlict;  the  wounded  man  just  on  the  ground 
where  he  fell,  and  no  time  to  take  him  anywhero 
else — these,  it  mast  i«  confessed,  were  not  very  de- 
sirable («nditions  fora  capital  opei-ation.  But  the 
two  surgeons,  solely  intent  on  their  work,  made 
the  amputation  as  required.  Fi-om  tiiat  day  on, 
through  the  entire  cftmjmign,  Surgeon  Kanney 
found  ft  true  friend  and  a  kindred  spirit  in  Medi- 
cal Director  (-reer.  Knowing  that  the  post  of  honor 
was  the  post  of  danger,  the  Director  took  the  full 
measure  of  his  calm  and  resolute  assistant,  and 
thenceforward  lost  noopportunity  togive  him  iiet- 
ter  positions. 

Take  another  example:  in  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
dui'ing  the  hundred  eonsecutive  days  in  which  the 
Pederal  forees  were  under  fire,  a  soldier  of  the  brig- 
ade having  lost  his  leg.  it  was.  of  wurse,  the  duty 
of  liis  own  sui'geon  to  opei-ate.  but  when  every- 
thing was  1-eady  he  confessed  that  he  could  not 
opei-ate  under  fire.  At  liis  request  Dr.  Ranney 
made  the  amputation,  and  being  seen  by  many  of 
the  combatants,  it  thus  gained  him  a  reputation  for 
nerve  and  self-possession  that  he  never  afterward 
forfeited.  Soldiers  love  and  admire  coui-age,  not 
only  in  other  officers,  hut  in  chaplains  and  sur- 
geons. 

Take  a  third  example:  A  AVisconsin  lirigadesuf- 
tered  severely  in  kilted,  wounded,  and  prisonei'S, 
one  of  the  prisonera  being  the  Colonel  himself. 
Their  own  ambulances  not  Ijeing  accessible,  those 
of  Dr.  Ranney's  brigade  were  ordered  up.  Alarmed 


l)y  tlie  near  approach  of  tlio  cneiii.v.  the  Brigade- 
Major  and  liis  assistants  Hed  to  the  rear,  i-eportiug 
their  own  hairbreadth  escape,  and  the  certain  cai)- 
tnre  of  .Surgeon  Itanney  and  hisassistant.  Greatly 
to  tlie  chagrin,  however,  there  came  an  order  from 
Dr,  Kiiuney  for  moi-e  ambulances.  They  arrived 
promptly,  and  with  them  an  order  from  Directoi' 
(ireer  for  Dr.  Ranney  to  assume  the  duties  of  Brig- 
ade Surgeon.  The  promotion  was  a  rapid  one,  but 
it  was  well  deserved,  and  the  Doctor  hold  the  posi- 
tion with  increasing  honor  during  the  remainder 
of  the  very  active  and  trying  campaign  that  cul- 
minated in  the  cft|)ture  of  Atlanta. 

But  it  was  at  the  memorable  imttle  of  t'hicka- 
maugfl.  where  Di'.  Ranney  was  in  the  greatest  peril. 
One  day  in  September.  1863,  a  telegram  came  to 
the  W'M  Office  at  Washington — "The  amiy  is  in 
total  routi"  By  noon  came  another  telegi-am- — 
"(ren.  Thomas  still  holds  the  center!"  Never  were 
I'i'esident  Lincoln  and  Secretary  Stanton  hi  more 
complete  hewildei-ment.  I' n  fortunately  for  Dr, 
Ranney.  his  place  on  this  tiying  day  was  not  the 
center  with  Gen.  Thomas.  The  right  wing,  stmck 
heavily  in  the  Bank,  was  sent  flying  in  disordei' 
towai-d  Chattanooga.  The  cavalry  covered  the  re- 
treat, first  massing  at  Crawfish  Springs,  and  then 
retreating  about  half  a  mile  and  massing  again. 
AVhile  still  near  the  springs  the  enemy  wei-e  threat- 
ening and  firing  at  long  range.  A  detaehment 
under  Gen.  Rncker  dashed  up  to  get  the  position 
and  strength  of  the  Federals,  fired  at  them,  and  re- 
treated. Dr.  Ranney  thus  far  during  tlic  retreat 
had  been  in  the  immediate  rear  of  his  regiment, 
l>Ht  meeting  a  wounded  man  making  his  way  to- 
ward the  hospital  and  quit«  exhausted  from  loss  of 
blood,  he  dismounted  and  applied  dressings  to  stO|) 
the  bleeding.  In  the  meantime  the  cavalry  had 
started,  leaving  Dr.  Ranney  a  short  distance  in  the 
rear;  he  liastened  to  overtake  tliem.  .lust  at  that 
moment,  however,  (ien.  Rncker's  command  charged 
the  Federal  cavalry  from  the  flank  and  rear,  and 
the  rebel  cavalry  having  got  in  between  the  siu'- 
geon  and  his  brigade,  he  foimd  himself  in  a  very 
didicult  position.  Making  bis  way  to  a  road  aliout 
three  miles  distant,  and  which  ran  pai-allel  with  the 
road  to  Chattanooga,  he  reached  it  in  advance  of 
the  Confederates,  but  in  the  rear  of  Gen.  Sheridan, 
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who  wns  (.oveiine  the  letieit   on  the  "■tme  road 
»efli  the  base  of  the  ridge 

liiding  i»pidh  aluiig  jovou^  and  coiitidmit  of 
hi-  escai>e  he  came  to  a  diasonal  load  irossingthe 
two  othei-«  But  the  clattei  ot  hoi^en  feet,  the 
rel)el  \ell,  and  the  command  to  halt  fiom  a  eom- 
lMin\  of  Texas  ranger"  chaiginK' down  upon  him 
not  twentv  lods  off  showed  him  it  onte  that  hii* 
ho|M;s  were  disappointed.  (Quickly  turning  his 
lioiise,  he  tried  to  reach  an  iindergi'owtVi  of  oak, 
wiiiuh  iniglit  partially  ol«ti'uct  the  i-angers'  view. 
Those  at  the  head  of  the  column  having  fired  three 
whots  at  him,  to  avoid  any  more  he  jumped  fi-om 
his  horse  without  checking  his  siieed,  hoping  the 
jininial  would  continue  its  conrse  on  the  rotui. 
Much  to  his  surpi-ise  and  alarm,  the  hoi-se  i^topped 
and  endeavored  to  follow  him  into  the  bushes. 
Three  of  the  raugei-s  halted  lo  take  him  and  his 
horse,  but  not  dariiig  to  sto|»  long  enough,  tliey 
got  the  horse  only. 

The  firing  of  the  [-angel's  at  Dr.  lianney  having 
been  noticed  by  Monie  rebel  cavalry  in  the  reai-, 
they  formed  a  line  awoss  the  open  field  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  woods,  where  the  Doctor 
was  hugging  the  ground  as  closely  as  possibly  be- 
hind B  friendly  lail  cut,  about  half  the  size  of 
Ills  body.  Skirmisliers  came  aci-oss  tlie  Held  and 
into  the  woods,  and  one  came  ovei'  within  ten  rods 
of  his  hiding  place.  Wattihing  for  him  to  raise  his 
gun  and  take  aim  Ivefore  he  cried  for  quarter,  the 
Doctor  concluded  to  wait  until  the  very  last  mo- 
ment Fortunately  the  skirmisher  was  looking 
higher  and  Imyond  him,  and  not  finding  any  one 
to  shoot  at,  returned  U)  his  horse.  From  hehind 
his  slender  protection  the  Dwtor  watched  the 
hoi-se's  legs  until  he  wtis  glad  to  see  thi>we  at  the 
end  of  the  column. 

It  wa.s  now  evening,  and  the  sun  was  just  going 
nut  of  sight.  One  thing  wati  certain,  the  rebels  had 
fairly  cut  him  off  from  his  own  army.  He  had  had 
a  hard  day  of  it.  Hearing  the  firing  at  the  front, 
just  as  he  had  sat  down  to  breakfast,  he  snatched  a 
hard-tack,  and  after  the  whole  weary  dai'of  work, 
this  was  «U  he  had  to  eat.  Tii-ed  and  hungry  and 
cold,  he  at  last  found  a  dead  man's  blanket  soaked 
with  blood,- and  wrajiping  himself  up  in  it  laid 
down  in  a  fence-corner  and  slept  until  morning. 


What  o<)ulrt  lie  do  r  lietween  him  and  his  own  army 
was  thai  of  the  relHils.  (>n  his  right  were  some 
twenty  miles  of  barren  and  inhospitable  mountains. 
He  did  the  only  thing  jKissible  in  tlieciifumstances, 
and  reported  himself  to  Surgeon  Hawley  (now  of 
Peoria,  111.),  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  well- 
filled  hospital  at  Crawfish  Spring,  and  where  he 
was  immediately  assigned  to  duty. 

Soon  den.  Bragg's  AdjutaHt-fieneral.andothei-s 
belonging  to  his  staff,  including  Or.  Fluellin,  his 
medical  diretitor,  visited  the  place  to  parole  the 
woxinded  soldiers  and  some  sui^ouswho  had  Iwen 
taken  prisoners.  The  surgeons  wei'e  asked  to  sign 
the  same  parole  as  the  soldiers.  Some  did  so  with- 
out hesitation.  "When  l>r.  lianney's  turn  eaine  to 
sign,  he  said  that  according  to  the  cartel  existing 
between  the  Federal  and  Confederate  (Government- 
the  surgeons,  aif  n on-con ibatnnts,  could  not  legally 
lie  made  prisonei^s  of  war.  He  also  said  that  if  the 
Federal  (toverameiit  were  holding  Confedemte 
surgeons  who  wei-e  captured  in  the  legitimate  dis- 
charge <if  their  duties  he  was  willing  lo  be  held  as 
a  hostage  until  the  wrong  was  redressed,  bnt  he 
would  not  sign  the  i>aroie.  'I'lie  controversy  giew 
hotter  and  hotter,  until  the  Adjutanl-<>eneral  told 
the  Doctor  he  must  either  sign  the  [larole  or  iie  put 
under  guard. 

'■Put  me  under  guard,  tlien."  saitl  the  plucky 
surgeon.  "I  will  look  t»  my  own  (iovernment  Ui 
H^  that  justic*  is  done  in  the  case," 

Fortunately,  at  this  critical  juncture  Dr.  Fluellin 
submitted  a  ])apei\  which  is  still  in  Dr.  Ranney's 
VMJSsessiou,  and  I'eads  as  follows: 

"We,  svirgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the 
I'nit^^'d  States  <  lovernment,  captured  at  the  battle  ot 
(hickiiniaiiga,  on  Septt'niber  2(1,  ]863.  do  solemnly 
swear  that  we  will  not  l>ear  aiins  against,  or  give 
any  infoiination  detrimental  to.  the  Confederate 
States  (Jovernment,  nor  in  any  way  or  manner  as- 
sist the  I'nited  States  (Jovernment  until  we  leave, 
or  are  exchanged  for  "Uch  Confederate suigeons  as 
have  been  captured  m  the  legitimate  dischai^  of 
their  duties  and  held  lij  the  United  States  ftovorn- 
ment.  And  as  we  are  only  jmroledto  attend  the 
Federal  wounded,  we  will  report  to  the  cominand- 
aiit.of  the  post  at  Atlanta,  (la.,  as  soon' as  our  sei- 
vicejiCHii  be  dis)ienspd  with." 
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When  a  man's  liead  is  in  the  lion's  month,  it  re- 
quires some  grit  to  object  to  the  t«rms  on  which 
the  king  of  beasts  may  see  fit  to  let  the  head  out 
again;  but  this  is  just  what  John  Knox  did  when 
a  slave  on  board  the  galley,  and  what  Dr.  Ranney 
did  when  a  prisoner  at  Crawfish  Springs.  In  the 
end,  all  wei-e  satisRed  with  the  paper  except  the 
Adjutant-General,  who  had  to  pocket  the  afl'i'ont 
from  the  sturdy  "Yank"  as  best  he  could,  T^he 
subsequent  experience  of  the  Doctor  for  forty-four 
days  in  the  Libby  Prison  is,  unfortunately,  too 
familiar  to  need  detail.  One  thing,  however,  at 
Libby  was  quite  characteristic.  Having  picked  up 
a  work  on  medical  jurisprudence,  he  read  it  witli 
more  interest  than  one  would  expect  in  such  un- 
favorable circumstances. 

Early  in  July,  1864,  the  portion  of  the  Second 
Regiment  then  in  the  Held,  was  ordered  to  return 
to  Franklin,  near  Nashville,  and  there  join  the 
other  part  of  the  regiment,  which  had  been  absent 
on  veteran  leave.  Amved  at  Franklin,  the  post 
hospitnl  was  put  in  charge  of  Dr.  Ranney,  and 
shortly  after  he  received  veteran  leave  of  absence 
for  thirty  days. 

Returning  to  his  old  friends  at  Charlotte,  he  em- 
ployed his  last  eleven  days  in  recruiting  men  to 
nil  the  quota  for  the  towns  of  Eaton  and  Carmel, 
The  first  two  days  he  enlisted  twenty-seven,  and 
before  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  the  whole 
quota  of  flfty-one.  These  i-ecruits,  equally  to  the 
surprise  and  delight  of  his  old  regiment,  now  i-e- 
duced  to  a  minimum,  he  marched  into  their  camp, 
thus  securing  for  some  twenty  officers  the  rank  to 
which  their  commissions  entitled  them.  The  Sec- 
ond Regiment  soon  had  an  opportunity  of  showing 
their  newly  acquired  strength  by  repelling  a  raid 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  under  (ien.  Wheeler,  and  driv- 
ing him  beyond  the  Tennessee.  Almost  immedi- 
ately the  mid  was  repeated  under  Gen.  Fori-est,  and 
in  the  engagement  at  Pulaski,  lasting  a  whole  day, 
the  Federals  suffered  the  heaviest  loss, but theCon- 
federates  abandoned  the  field. 

While  at  Pnlaski,  Dr.  Ranney  was  called  from 
the  field  to  operate  for  the  First  Brigade.  The 
chnrch  used  as  a  hospital,  being  full  to  overflow- 
ing, lie  was  oi'dered  to  establish  another  hospital, 
and  furnished  with  assistants  for  that  purpose,  Bc- 


:  ing  the  only  medical  oftii^r  with  his  regiment,  ite 
was  relieved  from  the  hospital  and  allowed  to  ac- 
company his  command  when  it  removed  from  Pul- 
aski. Forrest  was  driven  across  the  Tennessee,  but 
only  to  be  succeeded  by  Hood  and  his  entire  army, 
now  reinfoi'ced  by  the  army  of  Dick  Taylor,  Af- 
ter some  severe  skirmishes  with  the  Second  Cavalry 
and  other  regiments  who  were  acting  as  pickets  to 
prevent  Hood  crossing  the  river,  his  ovei-whelming 
numbers  soon  enabled  him  to  accomplish  his  design 
with  much  loss  to  the  Federals, 

A  more  intensely  interesting  moment  than  this 
was  scai'cely  known  diu-ing  the  war — Sherman  cut- 
ting loose  from  his  base  and  starting  southward 
from  Atlanta  on  his  great  march  to  the  sea;  the 
sagacious  Thomas  keeping  his  own  counsels  and 

;  organizing  a  new  army  out  of  everything  on  which 
he  could  lay  his  hand;  Gen,  Grant  leaving  Rich- 

:  mond  for  Washington  on  his  way  Westward  to  find 
what  it  all  meant;  and  Hood  with  characteristic 

1  audacity  determined  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa. 

]  In  vain  the  Union  cavalry  contested  the  ground 
inch  by  inch,  felling  trees,  and  fighting  behind 
barricades  on  every  hill  that  would  give  them  ad- 
vantage; the  columns  of  the  enemy  were  too  heavy. 
Schofleld  fell  back  from  Pulaski  to  Columbia,  and 
after  fighting  all  day  and  marehing  twenty-five 
miles  at  night,  got  into  position  early  October  30, 
at  Franklin.  Never  were  the  rebels  in  better  spir- 
its. Hood  had  delayed  his  attack  until  all  his 
foi'ces  could  be  brought  up,  some  fifty-five  thou- 
sand men.  Opposed  to  him,  under  Schofleld,  were 
only  twenty  thousand  men.  "Break  those  lines," 
shouted  the  impetuous  Hood,  "and  there  is  nothing 
more  to  withstand  you  this  side  of  the  Ohio  River. 
On  to  Nashville,  and  you  will  have  nothing  to  do 
this  winter  but  eat  and  drink  niiA  sit  by  the  fire 
and  swap  jack-knives." 

The  Second  Michigan  Cavalry,  occupying  the  ex- 
treme left  aud  actively  engaged  from  early  moni- 
ing,  were  driven  by  noon  across  the  little  Hart>eth. 
While  crossing,  the  rebel  infantry  rushed  forward, 
flaunting  their  flag,  and  shouting  triumphantlv, 
"You  are  our  prisoneral"  But  their  exultation  was 
altogether  premature.  Skillfully  availing  himself 
of  a  little  bend  in  the  river  and  of  an  adjacent 
wooda,  Gen,  Croxton  bad  placed  there  a  regimfent 
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ill  amliiwli.  Opening  upon  tlie  enoniy,  a  galling 
and  enlilflding  flie  wpon  liis  dank,  the  Second  (.'rv- 
ftliy  lost  no  time  in  improving  tlieir  opportunity- 
to  tlie  utmost,  and  so,  to  tlie  great  chagrin  ot  tlie 
i-ehels,  made  good  their  escape  to  the  other  side. 

The  ambulances  were  tiins  tlirown  into  a  very 
hazardous  position  on  the  flats  between  the  two 
rivers,  and  an  orderly  wr.s  dis|Kitclied  by  (ien.  Crox- 
ton  to  I>r.  Ranney,  telling  liim  that  his  command 
would  soon  fall  back,  and  he  must  look  out  for  the 
consetiiiences.  But  the  order  not  lieing  peremptory, 
the  Doctor  continued  to  gather  np  the  wounded 
men  in  the  tmin  now  slowly  moving  to  the  rear 
and  near  the  centre,  which  was  in  the  village  of 
Pmnklin.  A  setwnd  time  the  orderly  galloped  up. 
witli  |)ositive  orders  to  m<ive  on  tit  onee  if  he  did 
not  expect  to  I*  captiu'ed.  ISiit  the  order  was  more 
easily  given  tlian  obeyed.  Ft,  Granger,  whieli  the 
Second  Cavalry  tiad  heljred  to  build,  and  which 
they  liad  called  aftei'  their  old  Colonel,  now  o{)eucd 
theii' batteries  on  the  enemy's  line.  Tlie  Confed- 
erate artillery  i-etunied  the  fliv  with  ecpial  spirit. 
While  thus  Iwtween  the  liros  tlie  Federal  center 
gave  way.  and  the  enemy  perceiving  their  advan- 
trage,  nished  in  like  a  torrent.  c-aiTying  the  hill, 
taking  eight  of  our  guns,  and  planting  the  rebel 
Hag  on  onr  breastworks.  But  again  their  rejoicing 
was  not  to  iRet.  Col.  Opdyke,  in  one  of  the  most 
splendid  counter  assaults  of  the  campaign,  retook 
our  guns  and  captured  ten  reliel  flagr>  and  three 
hnndred  prisoners  into  the  l»argain. 

It  was  now  night,  and  the  train  of  ambulanccj; 
wns  still  in  very  critical  cii'cumstances.     Our  own 
cavalry  had  galloped  thi'ough   fields  and   w<Mjds,   ; 
miles  away  to  the  left  and  rear,  to  guard  our  Hanks,   i 
The  soldiers  atiout  the  foit  were  beginning  to  start   | 
camp-fires,  when  suddenly  Dr.    Uanney  heard   the   j 
command,  "put  out  those  fii-es!"  and  in  the  st*n-   j 
torian  voice  recognized  that  of  ('ol.  Streiglit,  whose 
ac<|uaintance  he  had  made  a  few  months  before  in 
Libby  PHson.     At  once  making  himself  known  to 
the  Colonel.  lie  asked   for  further  orders.     "Move 
on  h>  Nii-shville,"  w.is  the  reply;  "for  unless  you 
and  your  ambulances  occupy  the  field  alone,  there 
is  no  other  way  for  yi^'ii.     1  am  now  in  eomniand 
of  the  rear-guard,  .-ind  shall  sikju  move  there  my- 
self."    .Tust  in  lime  Ui  get  in  advance  of  the  i-ear- 


j  guard,  Dr.  Ranney  bad  the  satisfaction  of  bring- 
I  ing  ever,\  ambulance  and  every  soldier  safe  within 
I  the  defenses  of  Nashville.  That  was  a  proud  day 
!  in  the  history  of  the  young  surgeon,  which  none  of 
his  friends,  either  in  the  army  or  out  of  it,  are  will- 
ing should  be  forgotten. 

But  the  work  of  the  ambulance  and  itj^  various 
attendants  is  not  yet  done.  By  Deeemlier  9.  Hood 
I  had  established  his  lines  south  of  Nashville.  The 
1  season  is  against  him,  for  it  is  a  week  of  severe 
cold.  Numbers  are  no  longer  in  his  favor,  for  the 
Fabian  policy  of  Thomas  had  been  sir(X!essfu].  The 
besieged  (?)  were  more  than  the  l>esiegers,  and  in 
all  respect*!  in  much  (letter  sha]>e.  To  sit  hy  the 
Hre  at  Nashville,  they  must  |>ass  through  .inother 
fire  much  worse  than  that  of  Franklin.  Thomas 
ordeis  an  advance.  The  first  days  work  gives 
him  sixteen  guns  and  twelve  hundred  prison- 
ei-s;  the  second  day's  work  gives  him  in  all  four 
thousand  four  hundred  !»kI  sixty-two  prisoners, 
two  hundred  and  i'ii;lily-st'ven  officei-s.  and  lifly- 
three  guns. 

One  of  these  prisoners,  lieii.  J-;.  W.  liiicker  in 
command  of  "idi\ision  ()f  reliel  (.a^ah^  wa.s  known 
by  the  Federal  ca^ah\  a-  the  man  on  the  gi-a\ 
hui-se."  who  often  dashed  up  to  the  Federal  lines 
to  get  them  mto  a  fiosition  to  txchange  "liotc 
While  flgliting  liand  to  hand  with  1 1'liion  (aptniii 
his  left  ann  was  shattered  just  !)elow  the  shoulder 
by  a  ball.  As  the  fii-st  Federal  surgeon  to  see  hiui. 
Dr.  lianney  courtetiusl,v  offei-ed  the  General's  staff 
surgeon  his  assistance,  and  the  professional  cour- 
tesy was  returned  by  a  i-equest  to  perform  the  op- 
eration himself.  The  next  moraing  he  sent  him 
in  a  comfoi-table  conveyance  to  Nashville.  The 
last  time  Di-.  Kanney  saw  "the  man  on  the  gra*- 
horse"  previously  was  just  before  the  charge  at 
Chickaniauga.  which  resiilted  in  his  capture. 

After  Hood's  defeat  by  Gen.  Thomas,  a  hot  pui-- 
suit  was  made  by  the  cavalry,  and  consequently 
many  ('onfederate  wounded  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Federal  surgeons  foi-  treatment.  Hood  got 
over  the  Tennessee  with  a  reranantof  hisarmyand 
the  loss  of  his  Inst  gun.  The  Cnion  cavalry,  hav- 
ing reached  the  Tennessee,  wintered  al  Florence 
and  WaterhKK  Meantime,  Dr.  Ranney  had  been 
commissioned  as  ii   full  surgeon,  and   the  hospital 
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departments  of  tis  corps  being  organized  into  divi- 
sions, he  was  put  in  charge  of  tlio  First  Division 
Hospital  Department,  and  appointed  its  chief  op- 
erator. 

Tennessee  once  more  repossessed,  now  for  Ala- 
bama! While  Oen.  Canby  was  operating  from  the 
South,  the  movement  at  the  North  was  led  by  Oi'n. 
James  H.  Wilson,  detached  by  Gen.  firant  from 
the  Army  of  tJie  Potomac  and  sent  West  with  his 
vetei-ans  for  this  pavticulai  puii>ose  His  command 
consisted  of  about  fifteen  thousand  men  ind  was 
known  as  the  Cavalry  Coipa  of  the  Militai\  Divi 
sion  of  the  Mississippi,  His  objective  point  wjih 
Selma,  wliere,  after  a  ton^  and  fatiguing  march  a 
decisive  battle  was  fought  lesulting  m  the  capture 
of  many  prisoner  and  a  huge  -imount  of  aim\ 
stores,  Wilson  pursued  the  enem^  to  Mont^omer\ 
which  surrendered  under  a  flag  of  tiuce  and  then 
pushed  on  to  Columbus,  and  Macon   di 

It  may  l>e  well  imagined  that  this  wa'i  an  ex 
C'cedingly  active  campaign  and  that  tlie  nnmbti  of 
sick  and  wounded  requinng  suigiLil  aid  wa*>  vei\ 
great.  At  Macon  the  hcpital  dtpaitrntnts  of  tlic 
three  divisions  constituting  the  coips  weieconsoli 
dated.  Dr.  Ranuey  was  ordered  to  leceipt  foi  all 
medical  st«res  to  tlie  suigeons  in  chaige  of  tliL 
otlier  divisions,  and  to  establish  a  loips  hospital  m 
the  building  formerly  used  by  the  State  of  deoigia 
as  an  asylum  for  the  deaf  dnmband  blind  About 
three  hundred  patients  wcie  gatheied  heie  from 
various  places  on  the  line  of  maich  ind  some  ninety 
soldiei-s  who  had  been  under  the  caie  and  treat 
mentof  the  rebels.  The  case  of  th(  lattei  was  pitia 
ble  in  the  extreme.  Eithei  thiough  meagre  fatil] 
ties,  or  actual  neglect  of  tebel  surgeon*  then 
wounds  had  been  suffered  io  become  gangtenjns 
arteries  had  sloughed  and  requiied  ligation  In 
some  eases  amputation  had  to  he  lesorted  to  to 
save  lite,  but  in  the  end  not  one  tf  that  numbei 
died. 

Macon  being  only  twenty  miles  from  Andei-son  - 
vUle,  when  the  rebel  armies  surrendered  the  prison- 
ei-fi  at  this  murderous  and  ever-accursed  place  were 
of  course  released.  The  poor  starved  and  emacia- 
ted prisoners  who  were  unable  to  jom  their  own 
comtnands  or  bear  transportation  home  were  pro- 
vided for  in  the  corps  hospital.  The  horroi-s  of  that 


well-known  stockade  or  "prison-pen"  will  be  re- 
membered long  after  those  of  the  "Old  Sugar- 
House,"  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  are  forgotr 
ten.  It  was  just  as  much  crossing  the  death-line 
to  go  into  Andersonville  Prison  as  to  go  out  of  it. 
So  indignant  was  Dr.  lianney  at  the  enormous  out- 
i-age  here  perpetrated  on  civilization  and  humanity 
that  he  complained  of  Capt.  Wirtz  for  his  brutal- 
ity, and  had  him  aii-ested  and  placed  under  guai-d. 
In  this  connection  it  may  be  as  well  to  i-emember 
that  when  the  war  was  ended  Capt.  Wirtz  was  the 
only  rebel  that  was  legally  hung,  and  most  richly 
did  he  merit  it.  The  only  regret  is  that  those  in 
higher  office  who  shared  in  his  unpai'alleled  crime, 
did  not  have  a  similar  share  in  his  well-deserved 
punishment. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  instance  in  which  Dr.  Ran- 
ncv  resented  the  abuse  of  oflflce.  When  he  found 
those  of  our  own  army  who  were  delibei-ately  tak- 
ing advantage  of  their  position  for  private  and 
mercenary  purposes,  at  the  expense  of  the  public 
good,  he  did  not  hesitate  over  his  own  name  to 
notify  Gov.  Blair  and  other  authorities  at  liome, 
ond  seeureeftlcient  measures  foi  the  remedy  of  such 
abuses.  Tros  TyHusvn  mhi  nulla  dtaerimine  agetur. 
Rebel  or  "Yank,"  it  was  all  one  to  him;  where  cor- 
ruption WHS,  it  must  be  cauterized  and  iU>  progress 
ai  rested. 

During  the  month  of  Julj ,  1SC5,  the  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry  was  mustered  out  of  service,  but 
the  ability  of  Dr.  lianney  as  a  surgeon  was  now 
too  well  known  to  leave  him  without  employment. 
Gen.  Croxton,  of  Gen.  Kd  McCook's  Division,  uu- 
dei  whom  he  had  served  in  the  Chattanooga  cam- 
paign, offered  him  a  commission  as  surgeon  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  Colored  Infantry, 
nlichhe  accepted,  and  with  which  he  remained 
until  it  was  mustered  out,  in  January,  1866.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  service  he  was  at  Augusta, 
and,  his  duties  with  his  regiment  being  light,  he 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Georgia  Medi- 
cal College. 

And  now,  having  gone  through  the  war,  as  Lee 
has  it  in  his  farewell  to  his  disbanded  army,  April 
9,  1865,  our  history  once  more  returns  to  bio- 
graphy. 

In  February,  1866,  Dr.  Ranney  established  him- 
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self  as  pliysicinn  and  surgeon  in  Lansing,  Mich. 
Here  he  has  built  up  a  solid  and  steadily  increasing 
practice,  and  now  liolds  an  enviable  position  in  his 
pi-ofession,  not  only  in  the  capital  city,  but  in  all 
the  adjacent  country.  In  1866  lie  assisted  in  tlic 
organization  of  tlie  Micliigan  State  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  then  elected,  and  of  which  lie  has 
ever  since  continued  to  be,  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary. In  1873  he  served  as  Presidentof  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Medical  Society.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  elected  corresponding  member  of  the  Old 
Wayne  County  Medical  Society.  In  1872  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  Lansing  Board  of  Health.  He  has 
.been  Resident  Surgeon  at  Lansing  to  the  Lake  Shore 
A  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
Chicago  &  Lake  Huron  and  the  Chicago  &  Nortli- 
eastem  Railroads.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  and  has  often  been  a  dele- 
gate to  that  body  from  the  Michigan  .State  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  served  as  the  Committee  on  Ne- 
crology for  Michigan  in  1879-80.  Nor  have  his 
labors  been  confined  merely  to  the  practical  duties 
of  his  profession.  To  its  periodical  literature  he 
has  contributed  papers  upon  "Bandaging  for  the 
Relief  of  Indanied  Mammae;"  "Lipera;"  Bad  Wa- 
ter a  Cause  of  Typhoid  Fever;"  "Progress of  Medi- 
cal Science,  with  Hints  upon  Vulgar  Errors  impend- 
ing it,"  etc. 

Dr.  Ranney  is  an  honorary  member  of  the  Fere 
Marquette  Medical  Society  and  the  Saginaw  Hos- 
pital Staff;  corresponding  member  of  the  Detroit 
Libi-ary  Association;  member  of  the  Ameiicau Pub- 
lic Health  Association ;  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation and  British  Medical  Association;  Fellow 
of  the  British  Gynecological  Association,  etc.,  etc. 
In  1886  he  was  a  delegate  so  the  British  Medical 
Association  held  in  Brighton,  England.  He  is  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Lansmg  City  Hospital,  and  is 
now  (1891)  President  of  the  Michigan  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Railroad  Surgeons  of  Michigan.  He  is 
Division  Surgeon  of  the  Detroit,Lansing  &  Noi-th- 
ern  Railroad,  and  of  the  Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk 
Raili-oad;  belongs  to  the  Pension  Examining  Board 
of  Lansing;  and  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
of  the  United  States. 

As  a  physician  he  is  unusually  quick  and  skillful 


in  his  diagnosis  of  disease;  simple,  judicious  and 
conservative  in  his  treatment;  very  gentlemanly 
and  conciliatory  in  his  contact  with  his  patients; 
and  just  that  kind  of  physician,  who,  when  once 
known,  is  ma'*t  valued,  and  loved  alike  by  rich  and 
P'xir.  Tlie  men  of  all  othei-s  for  whom  he  seems  to 
entertain  a  most  vehement  dislike,  are  tlie  various 
(juacks  and  pretenders  to  medical  knowledge,  whom 
a  wise  and  stringent  Legislature  ought  long  since 
to  have  driven  from  a  State  as  intelligent  as  that 
of  Michigan. 

In  politics,  though  by  education  and  choice  a 
Republican,  he  is  not  of  the  noisy  kind,  or  at  all 
inclined  to  make  himself  conspicuous  on  thestnmp. 
In  religion  he  has  equally  decided  opinions  as  in 
medicine.  He  believes  that  its  tendencies  and  re- 
sults ought  always  to  characterize  the  medical  man, 
who  at  every  step  in  his  career,  in  the  very  tissues 
and  organs  of  the  human  frame,  should  not  fail  to 
see  sublime  and  beautiful  evidence  of  the  wisdom, 
power,  and  ffoodness  of  the  ditat  Creator.  Its  true 
demonstration  he  thinks  is  quite  as  often  in  the 
life  as  in  the  eliboiite  irgument 

It  would  natuialt>  be  expected  that  a  man  who 
had  gone  thiough  so  varied  and  tiying  an  experi- 
ence would  tndtftvoi  to  '■ecuie  foi  himself  a  happy 
home.  In  September,  1869,  Dr.  Ranney  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Isabella  E.  S[>arrow,  daughter  of 
Bartholomew  Sparrow,  late  of  Kellebeg  Eunis- 
corthy,  Ireland,  a  woman  of  great  tenderness  of 
disposition,  and  admirably  adapted  by  her  many 
virtues  to  dignify  and  adorn  domestic  life.  They 
have  one  son,  now  (1891)  eighteen  years  old. 

It  was  Dr.  Ranney 's  misfoi-tune  to  lose  his 
daughter,  Florence,  .Tune  4,  IHSJl,  aged  ten  ycaif 
and  three  months.  She  was  a  child  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  her,  and  of  her  Bishop  Davies  wrote, 
that  she  impressed  him  as  one  of  the  brightest  and 
most  beautiful  girls  he  ever  saw. 

Many^oh,  how  many! — were  our  unreturniiig 
brave  who  died  on  the  battle-fleld,  who  perished 
by  the  wayside,  who  wasted  away  their  inestimable 
lives  in  rebel  hospitals  and  prison-pens  through 
starvation  and  neglect.  The  evil  which  of  all  oth- 
ers has  threatened  the  body  |)olitic  of  late  has  been 
poverty  of  blood.  It  will  take  more  than  one  gen- 
eration to  make  good  the  loss.    Yet  on«  thing  is 
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ever  to  be  rememberecl:  but  for  such  swrgeoiis  a& 
Di'.  RanneyjWho  jeopardized  their  lives  in  the  high 
places  of  the  field,  our  loss  would  have  been  incal- 
culably greater.  They  have  returned,  indeed,  many 
of  our  Boys  in  Blue,  without  a  leg  or  without  an 
arm,  but,  thank  God!  they  have  at  least  brought 
back  their  undying  love  for  the  Union,  and  enough 
of  their  glorious  spirit  has  been  left  to  save  us  from 
a  Civil  War  far  worse  than  Rebellion,  and  thus 
give  us  the  grandest  prospect  of  a  national  devel- 
opment which  has  ever  opened  upon  the  human 
race.  Wc  close,  then,  our  sketch  in  the  same 
spirit  in  which  we  commenced  it, — Honor  to  thk 

ORBEN  8ASIT  \S  WELL  AS  TO  THE  RED. 

(lEOKGK  Dun-IKLJ). 


W%  EV.  HARVEY  HODSKISS.  This  well-known 
b*ir  temperance  orator  and  revered  minister  of 
i^  \\\  the  Gospel  residing  in  Locke  Township, 
^^llngham  Countj',  was  born  February  12, 
1818,  in  Pratts'  Town,  Steuben  County,  N.  Y-  On 
tlie  paternal  side  he  is  of  Puritan  descent  and  his 
maternal  grandfather  was  for  a  short  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Revolutionary  army.  When  very  young 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  what  is  now  known 
as  Orleans  County,  and  when  ten  years  old  he  re- 
moved to  Chautauqua  County,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood. 

Having  arrived  at  manhood,  young  lUidakiss 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  which  lie  followed 
for  a  number  of  years.  His  early  life  in  the  woods 
and  on  the  farm  had  not  been  adapted  to  giving 
great  advantages  in  the  line  of  education,  bnt  his 
own  love  for  learning  and  Inlt'Hse  anibitioii  led 
him  on,  and  lie  became  a  thorough  student. 

Desire  Hill  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  our  subject's  bride  in  Chautauqua 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  9,  1837.  She  was  born  De- 
cember 9,  1817,  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her 
parents  were  Robevt  and  Hannah  (Sullivan)  Hill. 
She  is  of  good  patriotic  stock  a.-*  Iicr  gi'andfatlier 
Hill  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  By  her  union 
with  Mr.  Hodskiss  there  were  bom  five  children. 


only  one  of  whom  is  surviving:  Louisa,  wife  of 
Leander  Wi-ight,  I'esiding  in  this  county,  who  has 
a  son,  Harvey,  who  is  working  the  farm  of  our 
subject.  He  has  a  son  now  six  yeare  of  age. 
Those  who  have  passed  away  ai'C:  Nancy,  Ann 
M.,  Plimpton  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnreh 
when  about  eighteen  years  old,  and  began  preach- 
ing and  exhorting  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
and  has  continued  in  the  work  up  to  the  present 
time,  part  of  the  time  serving  in  that  church 
and  part  of  the  time  in  the  Wesleyan  denomi- 
nation. He  has  never  had  the  advantage  of 
I  college  learning,  but  studied  at  home,  and  man^ 
a  night  sat  up  until  midnight  or  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  in  order  tliat  he  might  gain  the  knowl- 
edge which  he  felt  was  necessary  for  one  who 
would  speak  acceptably  to  the  people.  He  passed 
a  successful  examination  before  the  Confei'enee 
and  became  a  regular  preacher  in  Ohio  in  184."). 
He  came  to  Michigan  in  18.55,  and  located  in 
Locke  Township,  this  county.  For  nearly  four 
years  he  orticiated  as  Chaplain  of  the  Jackson 
State  l*risoii.  hut  he  resigned  that  position  to  take 
a  i-egular  appointment  from  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  He  is  now,  even  at  his  advanced 
age,  filling  numerout-  pulpits  in  this  vicinity. 

This  reverend  gentleman  has  been  an  extensive 
lecturer  on  the  theme  of  temperance  and  an  active 
worker  in  that  cause.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  long  attached  to  the  Republican  pai-ty,  but 
is  now  an  active  Pi\ihibitionist,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  liel]5ei>  for  every  good  cause.  In 
the  early  days  in  (Hiiolie  wasa  strong  AI)olitionist 
and  a  Free  Soiler.  He  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  gained  by 
strict  economy  and  i)ersevering  lahoi'. 

Wlien  tlie  Republican  paity  was  fii-st  organizexl 
Mr.  HodskiNS  lectui-ed  extensively  in  its  intci-ests 
throughout  Ingham  County,  and  in  1860  he  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  on  that  ticket,  but 
was  defeated  by  a  minority  of  fourteen  votes.  His 
lectures  have  been  well  known  throughout  Ing- 
ham, .lackson.  Shiawassee,  Manistee  and  Oceana 
Countiec.  While  he  was  residing  in  Ohio  he  was 
instrumental  in  helping  to  organize  the  Wesleyan 
Church,  which  seceded  from  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  Church  on  the  question  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1-888,  Mr.  Hodskiss 
and  his  devoted  wmpanion  celebmted  the  golden 
anniversary  of  Iheir  wedding  day,  which  was  a, 
happy  occasion  to  all  who  know  and  love  this 
wortliy  couple.  Our  subject  is  (juite  active  and 
vigorous  for  ii  man  of  his  years. 


JOSEPH  T.  JIcKlBHlN  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
McKibbm  who  came  to  Ingham  County  in 
1861  and  located  in  Lansing,  owning  and 
carrying  on  a  farm  in  Lansing  Township. 
He  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Dunlap,  was  a  native 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  lived  in  that  city  until  they 
removed  to  Detroit  in  1844.  He  was  at  first  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  and  afterward  under- 
took a  wholesale  hardware  trade.  This  was  pre- 
vious to  18iJ7,  at  which  date  he  i-emoved  to  Lan- 
sing. 

Alexander  McKibbin  located  on  Washtenaw 
Avenue,  just  south  of  where  the  Gi'and  Trunk 
Railway  now  runs,  which  section  was  then  a  solid 
forest.  He  erected  one  of  the  first  brick  houses 
that  were  put  up  here,  and  he  still  owns  on  the 
homestead  eleven  acres  of  land  just  inside  the  city 
limits.  Tliis  tract  is  finely  shaded  and  comprises 
some  of  the  best  acres  within  the  limits.  He  still 
continued  to  carry  on  the  farm  even  after  he  com- 
pleted his  three-score  years  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  alarge  landed  estate. 

Mi's.  McKibbin  also  had  a  farm  in  I..ansing 
Township.  This  lady  is  still  living.  They  were 
both  for  many  years  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chureh,  and  in  it  they  were  active  In  every  good 
work.  Our  subject  had  his  nativity  in  Detroit, 
January  10,  1846,  and  had  the  advantage  of  city 
life  in  his  boyhood,  taking  a  thorough  drill  in  the 
schools  of  Detroit  and  finishing  his  education  at 
Mt.  Pleasant  Military  Academy  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y., 
after  which  he  engaged  in  a  wholesale  clothing 
trade  at  New  York  City  with  Longstreet,  Bradford 


&  Co.,  as  salesman.  He  remained  with  this  com- 
pany foi-  one  year  after  which  lie  cuae  ham  in 
1868,  and  «>gag«d  in  farming.  He  is  still  the 
trustee  of  his  own  estate  and  gives  it  his  entire 
attention  at   the  present    time. 

The  subject  of  this  life  record  was  united  in  the 
happy  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Miss  Emma  liarnes. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  September  20,  1869.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children  who  are  named 
as  follows:  May  E.,  Grace  M.,  Jennie,  Laila,  Frank 
B.  and  Clifford.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  only  representative  of  the  old  and  honored 
McKibbin  family  now  living  here,  and  he  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  has 
dealings,  and  is  considered  as  an  unostentatious  and 
square-dealing  man.  In  his  political  views  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in  a  quiet  way. 


i^^S^-i^a^i 


^f  ABON  BOTSFOBD. 

SLJI    dictates  the  n 


A  loving  daughter 
for  the  following  bio- 

jfj  4  graphical  sketch  of  her  father,  who  has 
.^?  from  childhood  been  her  hero  and  model  of 

all  excellence.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
on  section  2,  of  Williamston  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Botsford,  a  native 
of  Millford.  New  Haven  County,  Conn.  Thenc« 
be  went  to  New  York,  where  he  was  married  to 
LucyBullen,  from  which  union  six  children  were 
bom,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  Mr,  Botsford 
came  to  Michigan  October  21,  18S3,  and  lived 
in  Washtenaw  County  until  his  death,  wjiich  took 
place  September  20,  1878.  The  mother  died  Jan - 
uaiy  23,  1861.  Mr.  Botsford  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  was  in   the  War  of  1812. 

Aaron  Botsford,  was  born  June  1.5,  1818,  in 
Wyoming  County  N.  Y.,  and  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents 
and  lived  at  home  until  he  was  of  a^e.  He  then 
went  on  a  farm  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Washtenaw  County.  After  his  purchase  on  iaking 
an  inventory  of  his  possessions  he  found  that  he 
had  just  seven  cSntB  in  money,  a  team  and  a  plow. 
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He  cleared  and  broke  the  ground  and  lived  there 
from  1840  to  1861.  His  marriage  took  place  No- 
vember 27,  1842,  at  whicli  time  he  was  united  U> 
Elizabeth  Savage,  a  daughter  of  David  Savage,  a 
native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  They  were,  how- 
ever, early  settleiij  in  Washtenaw  County. 

To  our  subject  and  liis  wife  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children ;  Henry,  Eugene,  Ann  M.,  Wilhird, 
Slary  E.,  Irvin,  Julia  A., Minnie  and  Olin.  In  1860 
our  subject  came  to  the  this  county  and  set- 
tled on  a  fai-m  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Of  this  he  has  given  a  portion  to  his  childion  and 
now  has  but  one  hundred.  He  has  made  most  of 
the  improvements  upon  his  farm.  Politically  he 
is  a  sti-ong  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  yeai-a.  Tlic 
wife  of  Mr.Botaford  died  March  21,  1887. 

Nhe  who  dictates  thissketeh,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Gill- 
bert,  a  daughter  of  our  subject  was  born  April  14, 
186J.  She  was  married  Aj)i-il  1,  I88H,  to  Andrew 
Oilbeit,  a  sou  of  Daniel  and  Lucindn  (iillnut.  tin- 
former  a  native  of  AUegliany  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
and  latter  of  Ohio.  To  them  have  been  born  two 
sons  and  three  daughtei-s.  Mr,  Gilbert  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade  and  on  lirst  coming  to  the  Stale 
settled  in  I-^ton  County,  Benton  Township,  where 
he  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  thence  removing 
to  Midland  County,  and  thoi-e  died  in  IH82,  the 
mother  passhig  away  in  1886.  To  Mr.  anil  .Mi-s. 
Gilbert  has  been  born  one  son,  Roy,  whose  natal 
day  was  September  29,  1889. 


;lps:  AVID  ROBISON.     The   honomUu  record 
I  J)j'  in  both    |»eaec  and  war  of  this   worthy 
^Jfe^     resident  of  Hnwell  Township,  Livingston 
"  County,  is  a  pleasant  theme  for  the  ])en 

of  the  biographer.  His  life  since  his  eai-ly  years 
has  been  an  open  page  to  be  read  by  all  the  citi- 
zens of  tlii-.  county,  and  upon  it  there  is  not  one 
blot  nui  blur  and  all  are  glad  l<i  do  lionor  to  a 
man  whom  tiiev  respect  and  whose  career  is  worthy 
of  the  legard  which  he  receives.  ,  ' 

A  Splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- ' 


five  acres  upon  which  can  be  found  graded  stock 
and  Short-horn  cattle,  employs  the  energies  of  Mr. 
Robison.  It  is  located  on  sections  4  and  9,  of 
Howell  Township,  and  by  its  well-kept  appearance 
and  productiveness  shows  to  every  passer-by  the 
master  liand  of  him  whom  owns  and  operates  it. 
Canada  is  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  who  was 
lK)m  in  1839.  His  parents,  John  and  Martha 
(Funston)  Robison,  were  natives  "of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Canada  after  their  marriage  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming.  At  an  early  day  they  migrated 
to  Howell  and  purchased  the  land  now  owned  by 
our  subject  'ITiey  impi-oved  the  land  and  brought 
it  into  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  lived  on  tlie 
same  imtil  death  intervened.  The  decease  of  the 
mother  took  place  in  1876  when  she  had  reached 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  as  her  birth  was  co- 
incident with  the  beginning  of  this  centuiy.  The 
father  survived  ten  yeai-s  longer,  and  leached  the 
age  of  ninety-oiie.  Of  their  seven  childi-en  four 
are  now  living,  namely:  .lames,  Uavid,  Mrs.  Dunn, 
and  Catharine  (Jlrs.  Roth.)  The  fathei'  was  a 
Democi-at  in  his  political  views  and  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  men  in  Jiiw  township. 

The  early  education  of  Hjtvid  Robison  was  ^ven 
him  in  Canada  and  he  followed  up  Ids  studies 
aftei  leaching  I  iMngston  <  ount>  lie  had 
thoiough  piactienl  tiaining  u[ion  tlic  f^im  and  re 
mamed  on  the  old  homtsteid  taking  clnrgt  of  tht 
same  as  hi«  paients  weie  m  declining  \eai-s  He 
has  thus  had  tht  management  of  the  estate  fiom 
the  time  he  was  quite  a  joung  man,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  added  to  it  by  purchase  to  a  consider- 
able extent. 

In  the  winl*'r  of  IH(J3  Mr.  Robison  made  up  his 
mind  t^>  leave  home  and  enlist  under  the  banner 
of  our  country,  and  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  I,  l-'ifth  Michigan  Infantry,  continuing 
in  service  until  July,  1865,  when  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge.  During  the  battle  of  Spott- 
sylvania  Court-house,  which  took  place  May  12, 
1864,  this  brave  soldier  was  wounded  by  a  ball 
through  the  arm'  and  was  for  some  time  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Fredericksburg  and  later  was  sent  to  Wash- 
.  ington  for  treatment.  The  most  serious  disaster 
which  befell  him  during  his  service  was  his. captiv- 
ity.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  HAtchiee 
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itiin  aii<1  wa>J  kept  a  pnsoiiPi'in  Lilil>v  I'lison  fi'oui 
October  22,  1864,  until  Marcli  1.  1865.  He  tecame 
very  much  emaciated  during  his  imprisonment. 
He  is  a  man  who  stands  five  feet,  nine  and  one- 
half  inches  in  height,  and  when  he  entered  i>itsoii 
he  weighed  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds, 
l>nt  during  ea.pl.ivit\'  was  I'educed  to  seventy-five  | 
j)<>Hnds.  ! 

Having  received  an  iiunoraltle  discharge  Jul y  12,   | 
186r»,  Mr.  liolnson  now  i* turned  home  and  took   ! 
charge  of  Lis  farm.     He  is  an  enthnsiawtic  menilier 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  has  n<i  \ 
greater  pleasure  than  in  reunions  with  his  old  com-  '. 
rades.     Ho  belongs  to  the  Waddell  Post  of  II<iwcll,   j 
He  is  a  l>emoerat  in  his  political  preferences  and  is    j 
now  filling  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.     His    i 
beautiful  home  which   he  erected   in  1872,  is  pre- 
sided over  by  his  niece,  Miss  Mamie  Cummisky, 
w   he  has  always  remained   single.     The  social, 
political    and    agricultural    ciitles   of  the   county    j 
esteem  Mr.  Robison  as  one  of  their  most  prominent   j 
members,  and  his  wealth  and  enterprise   make  him    | 
a  felt  power  in  the  community.  | 


jfn^.OBERT  C.  KKDZIE,  A.  M..  M.  D.  The 
jL**^  genealogy  of  the  Kedzie  family,  to  which 
tfc  ffi  onr  subject  belongs,  reads  within  the  last 
^^tliree  generations  ae  follows:  His  grand- 
father, Adam  Kedzie,  was  born  in  Hawick  in  1746, 
and  passed  a  portion  of  his  life  in  his  native  Scot- 
land, where  he  was  occupied  as  a  farmer.  In  the 
spring  of  1795,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Delaware 
County,  N.  Y.,  where,  in  the  village  of  Stamford, 
he  and  his  wife  died.  His  son,  William  Kedzie, 
father  of  our  subject,  was  also  born  in  Scotland 
in  1781,  in  the  same  place  of  which  his  father 
was  a  native.  He,  too,  was  reared  as  a  fanner  and 
came  to  the  United  States  when  fourteen  yeai-s  of 
age  with  his  parents.  He  made  his  home  for  a  time 
in  Stamfoi-d,  N.  Y.,  thence  removed  to  Delhi,  and 
coming  to  Michigan  in  1826,  settled  in  what  is 
now  known    as    Deerfleld,  Lenawee  County.     He 


was  H.  Scotch  Presbyterian,  and  after  living  a  life 
of  usefulness,  he  passed  away  in  Deerfield,  in  1828. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Margaret  Telford,  was  bom  in 
Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  June  29,  1792,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  James  'I'elford,  a  farmer. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  three  of  whom  are  living. 
They  are  the  Rev.  Adam  S.  Kedzie,  who  is  the 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  (ilrand  Haven  Herald; 
\Villiftni.  of  Adrian,  Mich.,  who  is  a  retired  farmer, 
and  ltol>ert  ('„  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Kedzie  lived  in 
Deerfield  for  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  he 
attended  the  district  school.  When  seventeen  years 
old  he  entered  Oberlin  College,  and  after  a  student 
life  of  six  years  he  was  graduated  in  1847.  For  two 
yeai-s  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Itochester 
Academy.  Mich.,  and  he  then  devoted  himself  to 
the  study  of  medicine,  being  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  Michigan  Univei-sity, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  in  1851.  He  first  located  in  Kala- 
mazoo, remaining  there  about  one  year,  then  spent 
eleven  yeai-s  hi  Veimontville  and  one  year  in  the 
anny   as    Surgeon    in    the  Twelfth   Michigan    In- 

In  1863  Dr.  Kedzie  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  and 
has  ever  since  held  that  position.  He  has  published 
ft  handbook  on  chemical  analysis,  which  has  been 
of  use  in  colleges  and  among  scientific  people.  He 
lias  also  written  many  papei-s  in  connection  with 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  of  which  he  is  a  char- 
ter member,  for  four  yeai-s  its  Pi-esident,  and  for 
eight  years  connected  with  the  Board,  declining 
re-appointment.  He  has  also  been  Pi'esident  of  the 
American  Health  Association  and  Vice-Pi'csident  of 
the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  a  Fellow 
f»f  the  American  Association  for  the  advancement 
of  Science  and  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Chemistry  in  said  society.  He  is  also  Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Medicine.  A  practical  chem- 
ist, his  interest  is  chiefly  in  laboratory  work  and  ap- 
plied chemistry.  In  1867  he  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  representing  the  northern  half 
of  Ingham  County,  being  elected  as  candidate  of 
the  Republican  pai-ty. 

On  May   20,  1850,   Dr.  Kedzie  was   married    to 
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Miss  Harriet  E.  Fairchild,  a  sister  of  the  ex-Presi- 
dent of  Oberlin  College.  Mrs.  Kedzie  is  a  talented 
wouiaB  and  a  suitable  companion  for  her  scholarly 
husband.  They  ai-e  the  parents  of  three  ehildren 
— William  K.,  who  was  born  July  5,  1851,  was  a 
graduate  of  tlie  Michigan  Agricultural  College  in 
the  Class  of  71),  at  which  time  he  took  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Science,  and  in  1873  Master  of 
ycience.  In  1873  he  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  the  Kansas  Agricultural  College,  at 
Manhattan,  which  position  he  held  for  five  yeai-s, 
and  was  then  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  of 
Oberlin  College,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
He  died  April  10,  1880,  while  in  offlce.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Gale,  of  Manhattan,  Kan., 
and  left  to  his  bereaved  widow  two  children^ 
Ella  Pearl  and  William  Roscoe  K.,aged  fourteen  and 
twelve  years  respectively.  Our  subject's  second  son, 
Robert  Fairchild,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  in  1871,  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science,  and  subsequently  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Science.  He  was  Professor  of  Chemistiy  in  the 
Agricultural  College  of  Mississippi  for  two  yeaiB, 
and  died  February  13,  1882,  at  the  age  of  nearly 
twenty-nine  years.  He  loft  a  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nellie  Sawyer,  of  Manhattan,  Kan.  The 
third  son,  Frank  Stewart,  was  born  in  1857,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  class  of  '77  from  the  Agri- 
cultural College,  like  his  brothers  taking  the  de- 
giees  of  Bachelor  of  Science  and  subseqiiently 
Mast«r  of  Science,  He  is  now  Adjunct  Professor 
of  Chemistry  in  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Col- 
lege. After  his  graduation  he  spent  six  months 
in  Berlin,  Germany,  studying  chemistry.  He  mar- 
ried Kate  MaiTin,  of  Lansing,  this  State,  in  De- 
cember, 1887. 

For  the  past  forty  years  Dr.  Kedzie  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  Congregational  Chureh.  The 
last  twenty-five  years  he  lias  been  a  member  of 
that  denomination  at  Lansing,  as  is  also  his  wife, 
and  as  were  his  two  eldest  sons.  Hia  membership 
with  the  Peninusular  Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Delta 
Phi  of  the  State  University  of  Michigan,  and  its 
old  membera  has  been  the  source  of  much  pleasure 
as  the  years  have  passed.  In  politics  he  has  been 
a  life-long  Republican.  The  chief  work  of  the 
life  of  Dr.  Kedzie  has  been  given   to  the  State 


Agricultural  College.  Dr.  Kedzie  has  a  very  firm 
hold  on  the  students  and  graduates  of  the  Miclii- 
gan  Agricultural  College,  of  which  he  has  not  only 
been  a  finished  instructor  but  a  friend,  and  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  no  other  professor  is  held  in  higher 
esteem  than  lie.  His  many  student  friends  earn- 
estly trust  that  he  may  be  spared  still  many  years 
to  grace  the  college  hall  with  his  presence. 

A  lithographic  porti'ait   of  Dr.  Kedzie    accom- 
panies this  sketch. 


JAMES  PEACH,  Among  the  prominent  and 
successful  farmers  of  Green  Oak  Township, 
Livingston  County,  is  the  enterprising 
Englishman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  writing.  His  beautiful  farm  and  at- 
tractive home  constitute  one  of  the  ornaments  of 
the  township  and  by  his  integrity,  good  will  and 
intelligence  he  has  made  himself  a  place  in  his 
adopted  country. 

This  farmer  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  Eng- 
land, November  17,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Ann  (Ankar)  Peach.  The  mother  passed 
from  earth  in  1880,  but  the  father  is  still  living 
and  now  at  the  age"  of  eighty-four  is  enjoying  the 
affectionate  care  and  comfort  afforded  him  by  his 
son.  These  parents  had  eleven  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  still  in  this  life. 

While  quite  young  James  Peach  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  good  schools,  but  his  school  life  was 
not  long  prolonged,  as  he  began  work  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  and  for  his  first  endeavors  received 
only  the  nominal  stipend  of  #15  a  year.  He 
worked  upon  fanns  and  in  various  ways  from  year 
to  year  but  did  not  make  much  headway  in  acquir- 
ing means  until  after  he  came  to  America. 

In  18.54  James  Peach  and  his  parents  came  to 
America  and  landing  in  New  York,  journeyed  at 
once  to  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  where  the  young  man 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  employments  for  a 
short  time  and  then  entered  the  service  of  William 
St.  Clair,  with  whom  he  remained  for  six  years. 
In  1861  he  came  to  Green  Oak  Township  where  he 
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liad  purehaited  ti  f:ii'm  on  sfrtidu  x.  niiH  ln-i-c  lie 
lias  made  his  liumu  fioii]  tlmi  lium  lu  tljis.  Miai- 
coming  to  tliis  country  lie  took  an  iiitelligenl  in- 
terest in  party  movements  and  allied  himself  with 
the  Eepubliians,  but  he  is  now  more  actively  in- 
tei-ested  in  Proliibiti(m  movements.  The  Presby- 
terian Chtii-eh  is  the  i-eligioiis  l)ody  with  which  he 
lias  connected  himself  and  he  is  looked  upon  as  an 
efficient  helper  therein. 

It  was  with  exceedingly  limited  means  tliat  this 
gentleman  began  life  but  he  has  gained  a  hand- 
some fann  of  one  hundi'ed  and  twenty  acres  of 
fii-st-class  land.  He  devotes  considerable  time  and 
effort  to  the  raising  of  stock  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  sheep.  Since  bis  coming  to  this  country  he  has 
twice  revisited  his  old  home  and  finds  much 
pleasure  in  thus  reviving  the  memories  of  his 
early  days. 


'.i,       IfelLLlAM  H.  WENK.     Of  tlie  many  wide- 
A\  ,  ///    awnke  and  progressive  Gei'man- American 


W: 


settlers  in  this  State,  no  one  is  more  re- 
for  his  various  good  qualities  than  is  he 
whose  name  adorns  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Clear- 
sighted, with  a  good  reasoning  faculty,  and  being 
prudent  and  providential,  he  has  succeeded  in  at- 
taining a  most  comfortable  position  in  agricultural 
life.  He  was  born  September  28,  1820  in  Longen- 
salya,  in  the  pi-ovince  of  Sachsea,  Prussia,  and  is  a 
son  ot  .lohn  C.  and  Mary  (Marhold)  Wenk,  who 
were  born  in  the  same  place  as  was  our  subject. 
The  father  was  a  machinist  by  trade.  He  8erve<l 
in  four  wars,  all  of  which  were  directed  against 
Napoleon  and  his  generals.  His  military  experi- 
ence extends  over  a  period  of  eleven  yeais  during 
which  time  he  traveled  over  a  great  portion  of 
Germany,  Australia  and  France  and  was  subjet^ted 
to  the  severest  militaiy  discipline,  for  Prussia  is 
notorious  for  the  severity  directed  against  its  sub- 
jects wlio  are  drafted  into  service. 

Our   subject's  father    was  twice    married,    he  of 
whom  we  wi-ite  being  a  child  ot  the   first  union 


;ind  one  of  (Inw  children  liorn  lo  his  parciils,  ,.f 
whom  two  grew  to  maturity^ William  H.,  our  sub- 
ject, and  Christiana,  who  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  second  wife  was  Dorothea  Marhold,  a 
sister  of  the  first  wife.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children  whose  names  were  Christian  and  Joana, 
the  latter  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States.  Our 
subject's  father  died  December  6,  1832.  The  con- 
sort of  his  youth  passed  away  in  1825,  and  his 
second  wife  departed  this  life  in  1846.  All  were 
membere  of  the  Lutheran  chureh. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  grandson  of 
Christopher  Wenk,  who  was  a  carpenter  and  served 
in  the  Prussiau  Army  under  Frederick  III.  He 
was  the  father  of  two  sons  and  two  dnugli- 
tei-s.  She  who  gave  our  subject  birth  was  a 
daughter  of  Andreas  Marhold,  who  was  a  woolen 
weaver.  Reared  in  his  native  village,  William  H. 
Wenk  received  the  advantages  of  a  good  education 
in  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  cooper's  ti-ade,  at  which  he  worked 
f  01'  four  years  without  any  remuneration.  This  he 
followed  until  he  came  to  the  United  States,  Octo- 
t)er  10,  18.52,  at  that  time  leaving  Germany  on 
board  the  sailing  vessel  "Hampton"  and  landing 
in  New  York  City  Febiuary  8,  1853.  They  suf- 
fered a  stormy  and  perilous  voyage  and  moie  than 
once  despaired  of  reacliing  land. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  first  located  at  New- 
stead,  Erie  countj^  N.  Y.,  February  13,  18S5.  He 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Oceola  where  he 
followed  his  trade  and  three  years  later  invested 
in  his  first  real-estate  venture  in  this  country,  it 
comprisiug  ten  acres  which  he  farmed  in  connects 
ion  with  his  trade,  finally  acquiring  thirty  acres 
which  lie  sold,  and,  April  12,  1875,  he  located  on 
eighty  acres  where  he  now  resides  on  section  20, 
]>eerfleld  township,  Livingston  County.  This  he 
has  gradually  reduced  to  the  moat  perfect  state  of 
order  and  productiveness,  at  the  same  time  con- 
tinuing to  run  liis  coopering  business.  The  fact 
that  Mr.  Wenk  was  without  a  dollar  when  he 
landed  in  Erie  County  is  a  commentaty  in  itself 
upon  the  untiring  industry  and  hopefulness  with 
which  he  has  devoted  himself  to  accumulating  a 
property  that  shall  support  him  in  his    declining 
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Our  subject  was  man-ied  September  26,  1847,  to 
Miss  Rebecca  Fraucisca  Hertzer,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 21,  1825,  in  the  same  city  as  was  her  hus- 
band. She  is  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Caroline 
(Tahl)  Hertzer,  wlio  were  also  natives  of  her  own 
native  city.  The  father  was  a  cooper  and  be  gave 
to  his  four  children  such  advantages  as  were  pos- 
sible in  Jiis  station  of  life.  The  names  of  the  chil- 
dren are,  R.  iVances,  Mary  F.,  Dr.  August  H.,  who 
resides  in  North  Abington,  this  State,  and  Edward 
H.,  all  of  whom  came  to  the  United  States.  Mrs. 
Wenk's  parents  came  to  this  country  in  the  year 
of  1853,  landing  Apiil  28,  after  an  ocean  voy- 
age of  six  weeks.  Both  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  adherents  to  the  Lutheran  faith  and  are  honored 
and  respected  members  of  society,  and  are  good 
illustrations  of  what  will,  seconded  by  energy,  can 
accomplish  for  a  man  in  this  country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenfc  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  on  March  6,  1869,  they  adopted  William 
Harman.  He  and  his  wife— Nora  House,  in  her 
maiden  days,  reside  with  our  subject.  They  have 
one  child,  named  Flora  HeJmaine. 


||L  ARRIvSON  TOBIAS.  The  immediate  gene- 
\ljij  "logy  of  our  subject  reads  as  follows:  Har- 
ifc^^  rison  Tobias  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Henri- 
[^  etta  (Lake)  Tobias,  natives  of  Livingston 
County,  N,  Y.  On  beginning  their  domestic  life 
they  sought  to  raise  their  standard  as  high  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  five  sons  and  three  daughters  that 
came  to  them,  if  they  did  not  have  the  luxuries 
that  money  could  buy,  at  least  had  the  advantage 
of  the  valuable  inheritance  of  an  honorable  and 
iinstained  name.  Our  subject's  father  sei-ved  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Wai-  of  1812.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
at  quite  an  early  day  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  after  spending  ten  years  in  the  Quaker  State, 
he  removed  to  Livingston  County,  Mich. 

Five  years  wei-e  passed  by  the  original  of  oui    I 
sketoh  in  the  place  to  which  he  first  came.    He   I 


then  removed  to  Ingham  County  and  settled  on  a 
farm  of  twenty  acres,  which  be  later  sold,  investing 
in  eighty  acres,  which  he  also  sold.  Mi's,  Henrietta 
Tobias  died  in  1865.  The  old  gentleman  was 
again  married  to  Elizabeth  Plum,  who  did  not  sur- 
vive a  great  while.  Probably  worn  out  by  pioneer 
life  which  he  had  experienced  in  both  Livingston 
and  Ingham  Counties,  Henry  Tobias  died  in  1878. 
Harrison  Tobias  was  bom  May  25,  1843,  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  Mich.,  and  remained  at  home 
most  of  the  time  until  he  reached  maturity.  His 
bojiiood  and  early  manhood  years  were  employed 
on  the  home  farm.  On  reaching  his  majority  he 
worked  out  for  a  time  by  the  month  and  finally,  on 
September  16, 1870,  he  persuaded  Miss  Delia  Haddy 
to  leave  a  life  of  single  blessedness  and  take  up  the 
threads  of  a  new  existence  with  him.  Their  nup- 
tials were  solemnized  in  Williamston,  Ingham 
County.  Mrs.  Tobiasisadaughterof  Jacob  Haddy, 
a  native  of  Germany  and  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Wheatlield  Township.  His  first  acquisition  of 
property  here  was  forty  acres,  to  which  he  later 
added  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  to  this  he 
bent  his  energies  in  clearing  and  improving.  Mrs. 
Tobias'  mother  was  before  her  marriage  Sarah 
Ecker  and  she  and  her  husband  were  the  parents 
of  nine  cbildi-en.  Mr.  Haddy  has  always  been  a 
farmer,  being  one  of  the  progressive  men  who  have 
made  Ingham  County  notable  for  their  fine  farms 
and  good  class  of  buildings.  He  came  to  Michigan 
about  1842-43. 

Mrs.  Tobias  was  born  June  4,  1847,  in  Wheat- 
fleld  Township.  Since  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
jettt  Ave  children  have  been  bom  to  them.  They 
are  Hattie,  Mamie,  Charles,  Etta  and  Ida.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  George  B.  Has- 
kell and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Wheatfield  Township. 
The  children  ai-e  all  bright  and  accompUshed  young 
people,  who  are  gi'eatly  respected  in  the  commu- 
nity m  which  they  live.  Our  subject  in  1875 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  some  of  which  he  sold, 
but  has  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He 
has  cleaied  about  forty  acres  and  has  erected  some 
good  buildings.  Following  in  the  wake  of  the 
liopular  political  belief,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat. 
Mrs  Tobias'  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Haddy,  was  a 
soldier  m  the  regular  army  of  Germany. 
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PR.  GEORGE  D.  GREEN.  The  gentleman 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page 
has  arrived  at  that  age  when  one  expects  to 
see  some  evidence  of  his  early  work.  Success  rarely 
crowns  the  effoit  until  the  second  score  of  years 
has  1  ecn  reache  1  and  indeed,  a  man's  character  is 
not  realH  fi'^ed  until  his  fortieth  year  has  been  at- 
tained Though  ha\  ing  as  a  young  man  to  com- 
bat with  mail}  obstacle'!  that  wei-e  in  the  way  of 
his  progress  Ur  Gieen  urmounted  them  all,  and 
IS  to  da>  one  of  the  best  men  and  most  popular 
physician  in  the  town  of  Mason.  He  is  a  follower 
of  the  new  school  f  medicine  that  was  instituted 
hy  Halineminn  and  \shich  believes  in  that  evasive 
scientific  theory  the  potentiality  of  dilution. 

Dr  Green  was  bom  at  Albion,  Orleans  County, 
N  1  Decembt,!  13  18j1,  and  is  a  son  of  Veloras 
and  Cordelia  (Olmslead)  Cireen,  both  natives  of 
New  York,  the  fatlier  bom  in  Oswego  and  the 
mother  somewhere  in  the  Mohawk  A^alley.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  but  nine  yeai-s  of  age, 
and  thus  the  b<md  that  made  the  domestic  life  was 
severed  and  he  was  thereafter  ignorant  of  the  real 
meaning  of  a  home  until  he  formed  one  for  him- 
self, lie  worked  by  the  month  upon  a  farm  and 
attended  school  during  the  winters,  keeping  this 
up  until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  yeare,  when 
he  came  tc  Holt  County,  this  State. 

Upon  his  advent  in  Michigan,  Dr.  Green  was 
employed  at  first  as  a  farm  laborer  and  thus  he 
woi'ked  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  attending 
school  during  the  winter  time.  On  reaching  his 
majority,  he  went  to  West  Bay  City,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  Keystone  Salt  and  Lumber  Company, 
sealing  and  inspecting  lumber,  and  he  remained  in 
the  employ  of  this  company  for  about  four  years, 
after  which  he  returned  to  Holt,  whei-e  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eiien  V.  Watson,  November  16,  1874. 
She  is  the  daughter  of  William  R.  Watson,  of  Holt, 
Ingham  County,  this  .Stale.  After  taking  upon 
himself  tliis  sacred  obligation  he  began  farming  on 
his  own  account,  and  followed  the  calling  of  agri- 
culture until  the  fall  of  1883,  when  he  went  to 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  was  there  engaged  in  study  I 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  college  for  two  i 
years.  He  then  went  to  Chicago,  entering  the  | 
Hahnemann    College.     Here  he  was  gi-aduated   in   | 


1885,  his  earnest  work  in  this  department  receiving 
its  due  reward  by  honorable  mention. 

After  obtaining  his  diploma.  Dr.  Green  first  be- 
gan practicing  his  profession  in  Morrice,  Shiawas- 
see County,  this  State,  but  in  1889,  removed  to 
Mason  where  he  has  since  l)een  and  where  he  is 
engaged  in  an  extensive  practice.  He  has  a  beau- 
tiful residence  upon  one  of  the  choice  i-esidence 
streets  of  the  town,  and  this  is  presided  over  most 
gracefully  by  his  estimable  wife.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  three  children:  Mabel 
E.,  Mattie  C.  and  Harold  S.  The  eldest,  who  was 
bom  in  Delhi  Township,  June  1,  1876,  is  a  bright 
young  girl  and  is  advanced  for  her  years,  in  her 
studies,  being  now  in  the  eighth  grade  in  the 
Mason  public  school.  Mattie  C.  was  bora  at  Holt, 
Febniary  19,  1881,  while  the  son,  Hai-old  S.,  was 
born  at  Morrice  June  10,  1889.  Dr.  Green  is 
a  progressive  and  aspiring  nature  tliat  will  not 
recognize  defeat  or  discouragement  and  by  these 
chaiTicteristics  his  success  in  the  future  is  assured. 


'JIT^RANK  C.  BENNEIT.  It  has  often  been 
jt^igi;  observed  that  business  capacity  is  an  in- 
/ll  herited  trait  and  that  to  one  who  has  this 

characteristic  opportunities  for  success  seem  to 
come  almost  unsought.  Social  and  educational 
advantages  of  course  add  to  the  capaliility  of  ouch 
a  man,  but  he  must  have  these  native  ti-aits  in 
order  to  succeed  in  life  in  a  business  way.  hueh 
capabilities  belong  to  our  subject,  who  is  engaged 
in  steam  and  hot  water  heating,  plumbing  and 
gasfltting  and  who  handles  besides  an  extensive 
stock  of  general  fumishing  household  goods. 

Mr.  Bennett,  who  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  was  bom  in 
Bethlehem,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  June  15,  1853.  His  father,  San  ford  Bennett, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  city  and  his  grandfather 
who  bore  tiie  same  name,  came  from  Connecticut. 
He  took  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  near  Albany 
which  he  cultivated  until  he  removed  to  Penn  Yan 
in  Yates  County,  whei-e  he   died   in    1859.     Tiie 
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f;iiiiily  is  of  ScoU'li  doscfiit  mid  boasts  Dif  p"s,-ps- 
sinii  <.f  hliic  l>lno(1.  TlK'  father,  "liu  wiif^  a  firinlii- 
nlf  iif  lilt!  dp}Kirtmciit  of  law  of  t)ic  I'lLivorsity  of 
New  Voi-k  ftt  Ali«iny.  |mictic-o(l  liis  |in.tWsioii  foi' 
aivhilf  mid  wns  .lustiw  of  tlie  I'eair  iitid  Associatf 
,liisti(i>  of  a  lowrr  c.mrt  iiiid  diiiiiifr  tlic  war  acted 
lis  .Miiolliiiifomwi'.  l-iilcr  he  wcut  iiit<.  the  lller- 
I'litilile  l^iisiii.-^s  iiiid  ill  If^Tl  caiiK'  to  i.aiisiiijr. 
wlifir  iH'  l.icnied  and  is  living  „  ivlii'cd  life.  ITe 
was  sti'oiiji;  in  his  i-oiivii-tions,  iiolli  us  to  political 
Mild  reli;iioiis  iiiai1ei>.  mid  was  identified  with  the 
IJeiJiililicmi  |iarty  and  I'le^'l.ytenaii  (.  Iiiiroii. 

riic  iiiotlier  of  uiif  siihjwt  Iwre  the  inaidfii  iiiiiiic 
of  l-:ii/.aiM>lii  .).  Coiifidoii.aiKlslie  w(us  also  a  unlive 
of  Alhaiiy.  llt-r  fjitlier.  WilliiimT.  Cons'lou.  was 
hoiii  near  Itostoii.  lie  mrried  on  a  mwmill  and  a 
knittintr  mill  on  the  Xornmii  Skill  Creek  near 
Alliany.  His  daiifrhter,  tlie  mother  of  our  siiliject, 
is  now  llft.v-eifflit  yeavs  of  age  aud  has  three  suns 
—William  S.,  who  k«  InKikkeepei-  with  his  l.rother; 
]■'.  ('.,  and  Clinton  C.,  who  is  a  titiveling  saleii^nian 
with  his  headquarters  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reai-ed  and  educated 
in  Allmuy,  takin;;  a  coui-se  in  the  Albaiij-  llifth 
School  aud  at  the  age  of  ahoiit  rixteen  years  he 
learned  en  iji  nee  ring,  making  a  specialty  of  station- 
arj"  engines.  Kven  Iiefoi'e  coming  to  l^nsing  lie 
was  employed  by  the  Walwoith  Man nfactn ring 
Company  of  lioston.  It  was  in  the  wintei'  of 
1871-72  that  he  cume  to  this  city  and  engaged  in 
engineering  here  in  the  mills  and  took  cliarge  of 
the  steam  heating  in  the  Agiicultnral  College.  He 
was  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Walworth  Manu- 
facturing Company  and  while  the  oapilol  was 
heing  finished  he  became  foreman  of  the  steam- 
heating  deijavtment,  which  lie  held  until  the  close 
of  the  job.  He  then  acted  in  the  same  capacity 
for  the  work  on  the  Ionia  I'lTson  and  also  on  the 
Pontiac  Asylum.  AH  of  these  large  contracts  gave 
him  the  l>eneflt  of  a  broad  experience.  He  i-e- 
mained  in  the  employ  of  this  Boston  firm  until 
about  the  year  1879,  when  tliey  closed  their  work 
in  Michigan  and  onr  subject  ceased  his  connection 
with  them. 

Mr.  Itennett,  in  18«0,  stai-ted  the  furnishing 
luisiness  in  which  he  now  is  and  took  as  partner 
^Ir,  .Jacques  for  a  short  time  and  then  Mr.    White 


for  a  few  iimiiths,  >iiu'e  »liicli  lie  has  carried  on  the 
business  aloue,gi;idiuah  iiicrea.-ing  it.  In  I»«,^>lie 
bought  the  plumbing  establishment  of  Charles 
llcriiek,  and  took  as  his^  partner  in  that  lme~  of 
w<.irk  tieorge  T.  Cilordou.  The  basement  of  his 
cstftblishmcut  ia^  devoted  to  that  branch  of  the 
business — genei-al  plumbing  and  water  and  steara- 
jienting.  He  keeps  from  twelve  to  fifteen  men  at 
work  and  lakes  contracts  for  large  jobs.  In  his 
store  lie  keei>s  (^vei',\- thing  in  the  line  <if  general 
house  furnishing  and  has  a  line  storei-oom,  22x90 
feet.  Itesides  other  real  estate,  he  owns  a  pleasant 
residence  at  No.  3»7  Walnut  Sti-cct. 

The  marriage  of  Mr,  Uennett.  which  liHik  place 
May  !(0,  187«,  united_him  with  Miss  Agnos  S. 
Witey;wlio  was  born  in  Lansing,  her  jmrents  hav- 
ing l>een  earl.y  settlei-s  here.  Their  thi'ce  children 
are  Franc,  Carrie  and  Aggie.  Besides  filling  the 
olflce  of  Aldei-man  as  ho  is  now  doing  for  the  Sec- 
ond A\'ard,  our  subject  was  Supei-viaor  for  one 
term.  He  was  the  only  Republican  Alderman  elec- 
ted this  year  (I8"J1)  and  there  are  only  two  of 
that  party  now  in  the  Council.  He  is  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  now 
Xoble  (Ji-and  in  Lodge,  No.  45.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
\ter  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
of  the  Ivniglits  of  Pythias.  He  is  prominently  a<'- 
tive  in  the  Firat  I'l'esbytorian  ('hurch  at  Lansing 
and  is  a  very  influential  man  in  his  [wtrty,  being 
often  made  delegate  to  county  convention^. 


1®!''=**- 


JOIIX  .T.  TCITLK.  Those  of  us  wIk.  have 
enconntered  difllcnlties  in  life,  such  as  come 
to  men  who  are  striving  to  better  their 
financial  condition,  imagine  that  we  know 
what  "bard  times"  means,  but  if  we  could  compare 
our  cxjwriences  with  those  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  we  give,  wc  would  conclude  that  we  could 
not  even  sjh'H  the  lieginning  of  this  much-used 
term.  When  a  man  iia.s  cut  his  road  tJii-ough 
dense  forests  from  the  (inter  world  to  his  farm,  has 
built  a  log  cabin  and  lived  in  it  five  yeara  before 
any  team  of  either  neighbor  or  traveler  passed  his 
door,  or  before  he  cotdd  see  the  smoke  from  any 
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cabin  but  liis  own,  and  had  struggled  tlirough 
poverty  and  scarcity  of  opportunities  to  gain  a 
bare  subsistence,  we  may  well  believe  that  he 
tnows  the  full  definition  of  tlie  tei-m,  "hard  times." 

This  pioneer  farmer  resides  on  section  7,  of  the 
township  of  Leslie  and  was  bom  in  Mentz,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1812,  being  the  son  of 
Jabez  and  Betsey  (Ayres)  Tuttle,  natives  of  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  respectively.  Jabez  Tiittle 
first  saw  the  light  in  Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  in  1761, 
and  while  still  a  young  man  he  removed  after  his 
maniage  to  Mentz,  N.  Y.,  where  he  and  his  good  wife 
made  their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He 
was  a  pioneer  there  and  followed  both  carpentering 
and  farming,  and  also  operated  a  distilleiy  on 
his  farm  for  many  years,  for  in  those  days  tem- 
perance reform  had  not  begun  and  distilling  was 
considered  a  very  reputable  calling.  This  pioneer 
was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier  for  a  short  time 
and  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  He  became  a 
Whig  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party  joined  that  body,  but  never  took  any 
part  in  public  service.  Notwithstanding  his  war- 
like experience,  he  was  ever  a  faithful  member  of 
tiie  Society  of  Friends,  while  his  wife  was  an  ear- 
nest and  zealous  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  She  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
about  the  year  1771  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six years. 

Tliese  parents  were  blessed  with  four  sons  and 
three  daughteiw,  namely;  Phajbe,  Sallie,  Hannah, 
Benjamin,  James  B.,  John  J.  and  Samuel.  James 
B.  and  John  J.  are  the  only  survivors  ot  the 
family  and  they  were  reared  upon  their  father's 
farm.  Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  at  which  time  lie 
was  bound  out  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  but  not  liking  the  man  to  whom 
he  was  apprenticed  he  ran  away,  and  going  to 
Weedsport,  N.  Y.,  there  served  an  apprenticeship 
for  three  years  at  the  tanner's  and  cun-ier's  ti-ade. 
He  then  engaged,  in  the  tanning  business,  using 
his  father's  old  still-house  on  the  home  farm  as  a 
tannery,  and  carried  on  this  business  for  two  years. 

During  the  Black  Hawk  War  he  took  a  contract 
from  the  Government  to  butcher  and  supply  the 
friendlj'  Indians  with  meat  and   was  located   at 


Chicago,  which  was  then  a  village  of  perhaps  one 
thousand  inliabitants.  He  at  that  time  owned  a 
half  acre  of  land  on  which  the  Tremont  House  in 
that  city,  and  which,  if  he  had  held  it  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  would  have  made  him  immensely  wealthy; 
but  Chicago  comer  lots  had  not  seen  the  advance 
which  they  now  hold  and  he  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty. 

In  November,  1834,  this  gentleman  returned  to 
New  York  and  followed  farming  for  two  years, 
when  he  decided  to  give  up  his  work  there  and 
come  West.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1837  that  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  forest  land  where  he 
now  resides  in  Leslie,  Ingham  County,  and  in  the 
following  spring  he  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
homestead.  They  came  from  Auburn  to  Detroit 
by  water  and  from  Detroit  to  his  farm  by  team 
tlirough  the  woods,  cutting  their  way  through  the 
heavy  timber. 

Nothing  was  so  scarce  as  money  in  those  days 
and  often  when  the  family  received  a  letter  from 
the  East  it  would  be  weeks  before  they  could 
obtain  the  two  shillings  which  must  be  paid  for  its 
delivery.  They  struggled  along  through  difficul- 
ties which  to  the  modern  man  would  seem  insur- 
mountable, but  never  faltered  nor  fainted  by  the 
way.  With  his  own  right  arm  and  his  own  trusty 
ax  he  cleared  the  timber  from  one  hundred  acres 
of  his  farm,  and  with  the  help  of  others  has  cleared 
another  one  hundred  acres.  For  several  years  he 
was  surrounded  by  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  but  as 
be  was  always  friendly  and  true  in  his  dealings 
with  the  red  man  he  had  no  trouble  with  him.  He 
has  added  U>  his  possessions  until  he  now  has  one 
thousand  and  forty  acres  all  in  one  body,  a  portion 
of  which  he  gives  to  his  son. 

Mr.  Tuttle  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  this 
county  and  has  made  his  property  by  hard  labor 
as  he  has  never  speculated.  Besides  his  farm  prop- 
erty he  also  owns  farm  property  in  Leslie  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  People's  Bank,  in  which  he  has 
been  a  Director  since  its  organization.  He  is  a 
man  of  very  decided  convictions  and  is  strong  in 
his  pi'eference  for  and  belief  in  the  Republican 
party.  During  the  days  of  the  Civil  War  he  was 
Township  Supervisor  and  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  fourteen   years,  besides  filling  various 
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towiisUij)  oRlccs.  lit;  lias  placed  n.11  the  iiiipi'iiivt-- 
fiU'iit^  wliicli  mv  now  to  lie  seen  u|)oii  liis  farm 
iiiiil  liiis  a  lar*t'  tw.t-stoiy  fraiiie  litrnse,  besiiles 
fxci'llciit  I  jams,  and  his  land  is  amijiis  tlit'  finest 
tiacls  l<,  lie  foimd  in  Injfliani  County. 

Thf  uian'iage  of  tliis  pioneer  gentleniiiu  Umk 
plaif  -Mareli  12,  I83*i,  and  he  then  took  to  wif<' 
.Mis*  i'^niina  A.AVarreii.of  I'almyra.Wayiie  C'ouiitj-, 
N,  V„  who  was  horn  in  Camden,  N.  ■!,,  April  (i, 
1812.  She  was  a  danjfhter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Horn)  Warren  and  granddaught*!- of  Gen.  War- 
ren of  Kevoliitionnry  fame.  Mi-s.  Tnttle  died  Sep- 
1,'MilHT  2,  IHHT,  leaving  three  fliildi-en.  Jler  eldest, 
Sarah  J.  is  m)w  the  wife  of  Daniel  Kmry,  a  farmer 
in  this  town.ship,  and  she  i.s  the  mother  of  three 
ehildit-n.  Elizabeth.  Kmma  and  Blanche.  The 
next  ehild  is  Ogden  V,.  a  farmer  in  this  townsjii])  ' 
who  married  Mi>.*  Kiizaheth  MeArthur  of  New 
York  and  has  Iwo  ohildion.  Artie  .1.  and  tirace. 
Tlic  youngest  ehild,  <.'elostia,  died  when  a  l>eauti- 
ful  young  lady  of  eighteen  yeaiw.  ITie  magniUceut 
record  which  this  gentleman  has  made  and  tlie 
honorable  character  which  he  sustains,  form  a 
lirijfht  spot  in  the  annals  of  Ingham  Connty,  for 
his  wealth  has  not  licen  made  out  of  the  necessities 
and  diwtresNp.i  of  hi.-^  fellow-men  hut  has  l>een  liiin- 
orahly  aeiiuii-ed  and  is   jiis  hy  every  rii,'ht.    ln.tli 


■■1^  ON.  COKNKI.ICS  A.(i()\VI-:it.tlH-  Superin- 
J^,  tendeut  of  the  Slate  Reform  Sdiool  at 
.4W'  Lansing,  Jngliam  County,  was  l>orn  hi  Ali- 
^  iH.tt,  Me..  -Inly  3,  1S4;-).  He  is  a  mi)  of 
Coraelius  X.  and  .Vhigail  (llawes)  {lower,  the 
former  of  whom  was  also  Utm  in  Maine  and  there 
made  his  home  nntil  his  son  and  our  subject  had 
attained  years  of  manhood.  He  of  whom  we  write 
received  the  fundamental  (>ortion  of  his  edneation 
in  his  lioyhood's  home  and  took  the  preparatory 
coui'se  for  college  at  Waterville.  after  which  he 
attended  Colhy  University  in  the  same  city  in  his 
native  State.  lie  completed  his  eonrse,  however, 
at  the  Vnivci'sitv  of  Michigan  lieing  gradnated  in 


1S(>7.  at  wliieh  time  the  degree  of  IJaehelor  of  Arts 
was  eoiiferied  upon  him.  I'rior  to  liis  graduation 
and  during  the  intervals  of  his  college  course  he 
taught  three  winters  on  the  coast  of  Maine  and 
also  in  Ma s.iacii u setts.  His  early  life  was  spent  on 
a  farm. 

After  gradualiiig  lie  eiLgaged  in  teaching  for 
one  year,  duiiug  which  liiiie  he  was  employed  in 
the  High  School  at  Ann  .Vrlxir.  At  the  .'aime  time 
he  was  a  student  in  the  law  detwirtment  of  the 
University.  In  l«fi«  lie  was  invited  to  become 
Principal  of  the  public  school  at  Fenton,  Mich., 
and  there  remained  for  tlii-ec  years,  when  he  was 
elected  Su|>erin  ten  dent  for  (Jenesee  County.  This 
position  he  tilled  for  three  years  during  which  he 
discharged  the  duties  incident  ti>  the  otiJoe  most 
satisfactorily.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
resigned  in  order  to  accept  the  position  of  Super- 
inteiideiitjii  the  city  schools  of  Saginaw.  He  entered 
u|ion  his  duties  in  1874,  .ind  in  1878  while  still  so 
engaged  he  was  apijointed  by  (iov-  Crosswell  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  fill  a 
vacaucj-  made  by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  H.  .S. 
Tarlvell.  The  same  fall  he  received  a  compliment 
l»aid  to  his  able  discharge  of  the  duties  incident  to 
that  office  hy  an  election  to  the  )i!ace,  and  again 
In  1880  was  re-elected. 

In  l-'ebruary,  1881  be  was  appointed  Su|xirLn- 
tendent  of  the  State  Reform  School.  Here  he  has 
remained  ever  since,  and  the  aiiceess  of  that  insti- 
tution is  due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  able  admin- 
istration. Mr.  Ciower  was  united  in  mai'riage  at 
Fenton,  September  I'i,  1871,  to  Miss  Do™  L. 
Walton,  of  the  same  city  in  which  their  marriage 
was  solemnized,  'niey  ai'e  the  parents  of  three 
childi'en  who  are  Helen  D.,  Charles  A.  and  (  hira 
A.  They  are  all  young  |)eoi>le  of  whom  their 
parents  may  well  be  prond.  Naturally  bright  and 
surrounded  from  earliest  years  with  those  influ- 
ences that  would  natui-ally  develop  the  liest  side 
of  their  natures,  they  early  displayed  an  unusual 
richness  of  i-haract^r.  Mrs.  (iower  is  a  native  of 
Hartland,  Livingston  Connty,  this  State,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  I-^rl  E.  and  Helen  Walton.  The 
father  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  residing  in 
IVisconsin. 

Mr.  fiowei-  is  the  President  of  the  Beacon  Pub- 
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lishiiiji-  ('oiii])aii y.  of  whiuli  ;i  liistorv  may  be  foiiiiil 
uurti!]- the  I.iogniiiliiuiil  sketdi  of  tlie  liev.  V.  11. 
lleale  in  aiiotlier  part  of  tili^  Ai.niM.  The  Isiist 
named  gentleman  is  scfretarv  and  editor  of  thiw 
|japer,  wliich  is  tlie  State  orjraii  uf  the  (.'ungi'ega- 
tional  Slocielv.  It  waj;  purchased  hy  the  prewnt 
comijany  in  1887  and  haw  an  extewsive  cireiilatinH 
throujihoHt  the  State.  (Inr  snhject  has  foi'  tlio 
])ast  eiglit  years  been  intimately  eoimet-ted  with 
Messrs.  K.  IJement  A  Sons,  mannfat'tni'ei's,  and 
when  the  firm  was  innur]Wratod,  lie  was  elected  the 
first  Vice-President  and  lie  has  ever  sinee  he!d 
that  position,  lie  lias  ever  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  religious  matters  as  may  lie  inferred  fi"om  hie 
connection  with  so  important  a  religions  organ  as 
the  Seacon.  For  several  yeai>  he  ijas  l)een  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  t'ommittee  on  Home  Missions  of  the. 
Congregational  t'hurch.  and  the  work  that  he  has 
accomplislied  wViile  in  tliis  jiosition  has  not  l)eeii 
inconsiderable.  Sir.  fiower  is  a  meml>er  and  gen- 
crons  snpjKjrter  of  the  I'lymonth  t'ongreffalional 
(.'hurcit  of  this  city,  lie  is  a  Kiiight  Temi)lar,  hut 
is  not  tar-rely  interested  in  secret  societies,  hav- 
ing all  tliat  he  c»ii  Htlciid  to  in  his  own  profes- 
sional line  and  his  eliindi  work.  He  is  a  man  who 
is  held  in  llu-  hi^hesl  e-teem  by  all  the  |»-..plc  of 
the  eoiiimiinilv.      P<i!ilic;ill\  be  ir- :i   Republiean. 


-— ^ — ^mi 


J/A31KS     \V.    'I'lI.I.OTSON.     lliojirai>hics    of 
successful  men  are  most  useful  a."  s'Tii<les  and 
incentives  to  others  and  hence  a  volume  of 
this  character,  containing  the  life  records  of 

the  most  |»rominent  and  representative  citizens  of 
the  county,  serves  to  stiinnlato  the  young  and  in- 
vite their  emulation.  Mr.  Tillotson  is  well  known 
throughout  Ingham  Connty  .as  un  influential 
farmer  and  business  man  of  Ijinsing  Township, 
where  be  resides  on  section  H.  His  Hue  farm  of 
<ine  hundred  and  fortv-five  acre.*  adjoins  the  city 
of  Ijinsing  and  forms  a  beautiful  contmst.  with  its 
waving  grain  a.nd  green  orchards,  to  the  iinpiwing 
structures  of  the  capital  city. 

The  paternal  gran<lfather  of  Air.  Tillotson  bore 
the  name  of  Zadock  Tillotson,  and  was  a  native  of 


Xew  Voi-^<.  of  Kuglisb  extraction.  'I'lie  inmiediate 
Ijrogenitors  oC  our  subject  wei'c  Krastus  A.  and 
I'hidelia  (Mather)  Tillotson,  the  f<n'iner  a  native 
of  the  Kmpire  State  and  the  latt*r  born  in  Ohio. 
It  was  in  the  latter  State  that  their  destinies  for 
life  were  united  in  1841,  the  cei-eniony  being  per- 
formed at  the  bride's  bonie  in  Medina  County. 
Only  two  childi-cn  blessed  their  hajijiy  married  life 
—.lames  W.,  of  this  sketch,  being  the  elder,  ami 
born  Angnst  St.  1843.  His  brother.  Ivjastiis.  jiow 
engaged  in  the  postal  service  and  a  resident  of 
Omaha.  Neb.,  was  liorn  in  l«4r>,  on  October  ■■!. 
His  wife  boi-e  f lie  maiden  name  of  l.aura  Williams. 
Our  subject  was  ivared  on  a  farm  and  gained  a 
common -school  education  by  tiiking  advantage  (jf 
all  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  district  in 
which  he  rtvided.  In  the  meantime  he  gaiiii'd  a 
thorough  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture  in  its 
varitms  de|Kartmcnts  and  became  well  fitted  to  take 
charge  of  a  farm  of  his  (,wn.  X.atnrally.'wheii  the 
time  came  for  him  to  .-ekrl  a  calling  In  lite  he 
cboseagricnltnie.  and  the  sni'ccs>  which  has  at- 
tended  hi>  eff<nl>  proves  the  wi.-dom  of  his  choice. 
L'util  he  was  nineteen  yeais  uU]  he  leuiiiined  with 
his  father,  but  at  Ihat  age  staited  out  in  life  fi^r 
himself. 

In  18114,  Mr.  TiUot-ou  came  West  to  Michigan, 
of  whose  advatitages  much  was  said  in  those  days 
and  from  whose  fertile  M>il  it  was  predicted  for- 
tunes could  lie  giiined.  After  he  located  here  he 
lirst  w.n-ked  by  tbc  month  and  careful  economy 
enabled  bim  to  soon  make  a  jjui-chase  of  property 
for  himself.  In  1H7H  he  was  nuuxied  to  .Miss  liald- 
win,  and  (me  daughter  was  born  lo  them — Nina 
M..  whose  natal  day  was  A)n-il  20.1874.  Slie  is 
now  ;ittending  school  in  the  city  of  Lansing  and 
is  .[uite  proficient  in  her  studies.  She  brightens 
the  home  (tfher  father  and  isnotoidythe  object  of 
his  devoted  intei'est,  but  also  that  of  lier  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  I'hidelia  Tillotson.  who  pj'esides  with 
dignity  and  grace  ovej'    the  household  of  her  son. 

A  gravel  mine  or  bank  on  Mr.  Tillot'on's  farm 
furnishes  thousands  <if  tons  of  gravel  for  street 
purpwes  in  the  city  of  Lansing  and  is  a  consider- 
able source  of  revenue.  Mr.  Tillotson  devotes  his 
attention  to  mixed  farming  and  finds  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  varied  duties  as  a  citizen  andagncttl- 
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turist,  abundant  opportunity  for  his  energy  and 
ability  to  be  utilized.  His  father  bought  the  farm 
which  is  now  his  property,  in  1851,  it  being  then 
all  timber  land,  and  containing  few  evidences  of 
its  present  prosperity.  But  the  father  survived  to 
see  a  city  grow  up  from  a  wilderness.  He  died 
July  7,  1887,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  yeai's. 
The  mother,  as  above  stated,  is  still  living  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health  and  with  faculties  un- 
impaired. 

In  politics  Mr,  Tillotsoii  adheres  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  pai'ty  and  cast  his  firat  vote 
for  Abraham  l^incoln  in  1864.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  The 
mother  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


i>^^<^= 


■jl^.ROF,    ROBERT    BARKER.     One    of   the 

II  Jl)  most  touching  tributes  which  was  given 
'Mfe^    by  "the  common  people"   to  our  Saviour 

J|^  when  on  earth  was  that  "  He  makcth  the 
blind  to  see."  Men  of  benevolence  and  "^lentiflc 
research  have  followed  in  His  sacred  stepi  m  work- 
ing for  those  to  whom  sight  has  been  denied,  and 
in  alleviating  the  misfortune  which  has  fallen  upon 
them.  Many  skillful  oculists  have  brought  the 
sweet  light  of  day  to  "those  who  sat  in  darkness", 
and  where  this  has  been  impossible  the  benevolent 
and  wise  have  sought  out  means  of  mitigating  the 
affliction  by  giving  such  instruction  as  shall  brmg 
the  unfortunate  ones  within  the  circle  of  human 
intelligence,  thus  breaking  down  some  of  the  bars 
which  had  risen  up  between  them  and  then  fellow 
men.  To  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  School  for  the 
Blind  is  a  task  to  which  we  gladly  respond 

Tliis  gentleman  was  bom  in  Berry  Township, 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  May  13, 1827,  and  theie  he 
grew  to  manhood.  His  father,  Joseph  Barkei,  w*" 
borninLineolnshire,  England,  and  the  grandfathei. 
John,  was  an  English  weaver  and  a  fai-mer  after 
coming  to  America,  which  change  of  residence  he 
made  about  the  year  1812.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Church  of  England  and  died  in 


Orleans  County,  N,  Y.,  to  which  he  bad  removed 
from  Ontario  County.  The  father,  who  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  thirteen  followed  farming, 
as  we  have  said,  in  Berry  Township,  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  was  a  sturdy 
Jacksonian  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  came  of  an  old  New 
England  family,  and  was  early  made  an  orphan  by 
the  death  of  her  father.  She  was  born  in  Benning- 
ton, Vt,  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Submit 
Cowles.  She  died  in  Berry  Township  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years  having  been  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third  in  order 
of  age.  He  attended  the  common  school  and  after 
that  took  a  course  of  study  in  Melville  Academy, 
and  when  eighteen  years  old  he  began  teaching. 
Having  spent  two  terms  at  the  teacher's  desk  he 
entered  the  New  York  State  Normal  School  at  Al- 
bany which  was  at  that  time  the  only  normal  school 
in  the  country  and  for  which  he  was  so  welLprcpared 
that  he  was  able  to  enter  the  junior  class.  He 
graduated  in  1848  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

The  young  man  now  entered  the  profession  of 
teaching  in  earnest  and  taught  one  year  in  Eagle 
Harbor,  one  year  in  Palmyra,  and  three  years  at 
Geneva.  In  1853  he  went  to  Tennessee  and 
tiaveled  in  that  State  and  Kentucky.  At  Padueah 
he  had  a  position  tendered  him  as  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Natural  Sciences  in  Paduoah 
College.  He  accepted  this  chair  and  at  the  end  of 
a  year  removed  to  the  Faducah  Female  Seminary, 
of  which  he  became  Principal,  but  after  five  years 
was  offered  the  principalship  of  Winchester  Female 
Institute  which  he  accepted  and  held  for  four 
^  ears. 

During  Prof.  Barker's  sojourn  in  the  South  he 
had  a  varied  experience  and  saw  a  great  deal  of 
guerrilla  warfare.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky 
Home  Guards  from  the  time  of  its  organization 
until  it  disbanded,  and  was  ever  fearless  and  out- 
spoken in  his  loyalty  to  the  Union  flag.  In  August, 
18ti4  he  came  to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits  for  a  short  time,  and  then  undertook 
for  about  three  years  the  work  of  a  special  super- 
vising agent  for  the  ^tna  Fire  Insurance  Company 
in  Michigan,  and  was  also  bookkeeper  for  the  Ionia 
&  Lansing  Railroad  for  one  year,    He  was  engaged 
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ill  tlie  iiiainifattiiL'u  of  dvaiii  tile  ainJ  lirick,  whicti 
imsiiiess  lie  cari'ied  oil  from  1J*71  to  1888,  and  in 
January,  1889  lie  liecainti  Steward  and  bookkeeper 
in  the  Micliigan  Sclio**!  for  tlie  Itliiid.  Tlie  mannge- 
ineiit  of  tliia  Mcliool  was  no  jileaserl  witli  tliis  genlle- 
iiian's  intelligence  and  appi-eeiated  so  highly  the 
liroad  experience  wliicli  he  had  gained  tliat  after 
t*ix  mouths  in  the  institntion  in  this  subordinate 
liosttion  lie  waw  tendered  the  Siii)eriu  tendency, 
which  he  accepted  iu  July,  IHHU. 

The  Michigan  Soliool  U>v  Hit-  Blind  was  in  its 
early  years  coniii-rtfil  wilh  iho  Jieaf  and  Dnmh 
Institution  at  Flint.  Iiiit  in  i«7il  r^tetJS  were  taken 
U)  establish  a  scpanite  scliool  .'uid  there  were  several 
]>laces  canvassed  as  ))ro|iiT  locations,  notably,  De- 
troit and  .loucsvilli'.  It  was  linally  decided  to 
purchase  this  place  wliicli  was  tlie  old  Odd  Fellows 
institute.  It  was  pni-chased  in  1878  and,  iicing 
remodeled,  has  grown  to  its  present  fine  propor- 
tion,-, .lames  F.  McKlroy  was  its  fli-st  Snijerintend- 
ciii.  Ills  .-uiicssor  lii'iug  acting-SniJcrin  ton  dent  "VV. 
(1.  liacc.  Following  him  was  (George  Barnes  and 
tlicii  tlic  iiivseiit  Sii|ieriuteudeut,  our  subject.  The 
school  is  ill  n  tloiiii.-hiiig  condition,  having  eighty- 
li\c  })uiiils  enrolled  and  the  grounds  comprise  a 
tract  of  forty-live  acres,  nil  finely  improvecl,  lieing 
in  meadow  and  |)a.-liiic  land.  A  lienntiful  lawn  of 
tell  acres  contains  tlic  main  liall.  Ijroom  shop,  en- 
gine house  and  otiier  liiiildings  iicces.^ary  for  the 
|)i'oi)cr  carrying  on  of  the  school. 

The  mannfactory  of  liiick  and  tile  winch  was 
stiirted  by  Prof.  ISarker  at  JIasoii  is  still  iu  o|jera- 
liou  under  the  firm  name  of  Barker  A'  t'o.  Since 
coming  to  Michigan  he  has  taken  an  active  interest 
ill  organizing  the  I^rfinsiiig  schools  according  to  a 
graded  syisteni  and  aft*'r  lie  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  School  Hoard  he  helped  to  organize  the 
schools  on  the  most  advanced  plans.  For  eight 
years  he  was  a  nicinl>er  of  the  Board  and  diu'ing  a 
portion  of  that  time  pi-esided  over  that  body  and 
was  most  of  the  time  on  the  committee  on  schools 
as  well  as  the  one  on  teacheiv. 

The  marriage  of  Brof.  Itarker  to  Miss  Kmily 
Cornell  took  place  iu  lierry  Township,  N.  V.,  May 
12,  iMriil.  That  la.ly  was  horn  in  Steulicn  County, 
N.  Y.,  ami  is  a  <laughter  of  ."Stephen  nnd  Mary 
Cornell,  ber  fullicr  being  well  knoivu  in    that  re- 


gion a-  a  mechanic.  She  wa-  educated  iu  the 
Academy  at  Albion  and  lieeame  a  teacher,  llcr 
four  childi-en  are:  Mary,  Mrs.  B.  I>.  Xorthrup  of 
I.Ansing;  Nallie  M.,  a  graduate  of  the  Vt>siianti 
Normal  School  and  a  teacher  in  the  city  school- 
here.  CJiarles  S.,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago A  (irand  Trunk  Railway  at  Fort  Huron  and 
William  C,.  who  resides  at  Mason  where  he  is 
I'arrviui;  on  the  business  esla,hlislied  by  his  father. 
I'rof.  Barker  is  an  active  man  in  the  llepiiblican 
ranks  having  been  an  old-time  Free  Soiler,  and 
has  the  high  respect  of  his  confreres.  He  is  in 
every  way  a  prominent,  pnblic-spirited  and  enter- 
prising man  and  his  broad  and  rich  edncalion  and 
his  unfailing  fund  of  information  gives  him  a  {'on- 
ti-olmg  influence  over  many  minds.  He  is  a  inem- 
l>er  of  the  Fi-anklin  Street  l'resl)yteriau  Church  in 
which  he  has  been  .in  Elder  for  twenty  years,  and 
where  he  suijerin tended  the  Snuday-schoo!  for  six- 
teen years.  He  is  now  suffering  in  health  on  tu.'- 
count  of  a  paralytic  stroke  which  has  efre<.'ted  him 
on  the  left  side  and  he  has  asked  a  leleasti  fiiini  the 
heavy  responsibilities  which  lie  upon  him. 

J~'0SF1'H  i\I.  31cCO:MI{.  Our  subject  i>  a 
former  and  stock-i-aiser  residing  on  section 
l(),  of  ^'evay  Township,  Ingham  County. 
whei-e  he  is  the  owner  of  fifty-thi-ee  acres 
under  most  excellent  cultivation.  He  was  born 
in  (lenesee  County,  Mich.,  Octolier  13.  1H4.'>.  He 
is  the  son  of  Chester  and  Fidelia  (Lake)  Mc-Comb, 
the  father  a  native  of  Canada  and  of  .Scotch  origin, 
the  mother  a  native  of  New  York.  Our  subject's 
[tai-enls  wei-e  mariied  iu  Genesee  County  where 
he  was  born.  Chester  McComb,  his  father,  was  a 
small  farmer  in  Oenesee  County,  this  State,  where 
our  subject  was  i-eared.  He  was  not  an  exception 
to  other  boys  of  that  day  in  either  the  way  he  was 
lirought  up  or  the  advantages  that  he  received,  foi- 
there  is  a  fashion  in  reni-ing  children  as  there  is  a 
fashion  in  clothes  and  the  food  that  one  eats. 

Our  subject  received  a  fair  common -school  edu- 
i-ation  in  his  lK)yliood  days.  He  had  hardly  fin- 
ished -chool  when  the  W.ar  of  the  Hebellion  iiroke 
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out  and  lie  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Calvary, 
Company  K,  in  January,  1864.  He  was  detailed 
to  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  joined  the  regi- 
ment about  the  1st  of  June,  serving  under  that 
veteran  soldier  who  afterward  lost  his  life  in  the 
encounter  with  the  Indians.  He  has  the  most 
vivid  remembrance  and  impression  of  Gen. 
Custer's  dignity  and  bravery  under  lire.  The 
young  man  was  in  every  engagement  that  occurred 
from  the  time  he  entered  the  war  until  its  termin- 
ation, that  is,  in  every  engagement  in  whicli  his 
regiment  took  part,  and  had  a  number  of  very 
close  calls,  as  it  was  his  nature  in  the  ardency  and 
impetuosity  of  youth  to  always  get  into  the  thickest 
of  the  flglit,  where  shells  were  bursting  around  about 
him  and  the  Are  of  musketry  was  only  subdued  by 
the  louder  boom  of  the  cannon.  After  the  General 
Review  at  Washington,  the  brigade  to  which  Mr, 
McComb  belonged  was  transferred  to  Gen.  Stagg, 
who  led  his  men  by  the  overland  stage  route 
from  Denver  to  Salt  Lake,  and  during  this  period 
they  saw  much  duty,  although  not  so  exposed  to 
danger  as  in  the  thick  of  battle. 

Our  subject  was  mustered  out  of  service  March 
10,  1866,  having  been  with  the  army  two  years, 
two  months  and  ten  days.  After  his  diseliai'ge  he 
spent  some  time  roving  around  the  West  and  be- 
came familiar  with  the  physical  and  geographical 
condition  of  Colorado,  Wyoming  and  Utah,  at 
which  time  he  saw  much  of  frontier  life,  some  of 
it  in  its  roughest  and  crudest  state.  On  returning 
to  Michigan  he  staid  at  his  home  place  for  two 
years,  but  the  Bohemian  spirit  was  still  upon  liim 
and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas and  then  to  Missouri  where  he  carried  on  the 
cooper's  business.  His  first  marriage  occuiTed 
while  in  the  last  named  State.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Lucy  E.  Battle  and  their  marriage  was  solemnized 
Christmas,  1874.  By  this  union  there  is  one  child, 
a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Mabel  L, 

The  original  of  our  sketch  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  m  Cheboygan  County,  where  lie  located 
land  from  the  Government.  He  remained  here 
about  seven  years  during  which  time  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emily  B.  Hill,  their  marriage  taking 
place  January  1,  1882,  By  tliis  marriage  there 
have  been  bom  three  children  whose  names  are  as 


follows;  Fred  6.,  who  was  bora  July  7, 1885;  Daniel 
and  Phiebe  May,  twins,  who  were  born  >Septembei 
20,  1886.  From  Clieboygan  Mr.  Comb  moved  liis 
family  to  his  present  home  in  the  fall  of  1885. 

He  of  whom  we  write  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  has  held  many  local  offices  under 
its  lead.  He  has  been  S(!liool  Moderator  both  here 
and  in  Cheboygan  County  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  two  years,  also  (School  Director  for  two 
years.  He  was  formeily  a  member  of  the  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  has  severed  his 
connection  with  that  society.  Besides  himself  two 
of  his  brothers  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  although  they  were  mere  boys  in  age  at  the 
time  of  their  enlistment,  they  did  good  and  honor- 
able service.  His  brother,  Charles,  died  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  a  victim  of  black  measles.  Another 
brotlier,  Ozro  S.,  was  several  times  refused  on  vol- 
unteering for  enlistment  on  account  of  his  youth, 
but  by  a  little  strategy  on  the  boy's  part  was 
finally  accepted  and  enlisted  in  the  Third  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  seeing  much  service  and  in  his  army 
experience,  gaining  a  knowledge  of  men  and  of  the 
condition  and  resources  of  the  great  land  in  whicli 
he  lives,  that  the  ordinary  man  under  ordinaiy 
cireumstances    would    have  required  a  lifetime  to 


PRANKLIN  F.  RUSSELL.  No  man  is  more 
]  truly  helpful  in  building  up  the  best  ele- 
ments of  social  and  intellectual  life  than  he 
who  caters  to  the  literary  tastes  of  the  people.  It 
must  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  a  right  minded  man 
to  feel  that  he  is  thus  helping  forward  the  educa- 
tional processes  by  which  a  city  makes  real  progress 
out  of  the  commonplace  into  a  higher  life. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  had  the 
pleasure  of  supplying  the  public  of  Lansing,  Ing- 
ham County  with  their  literary  helps  and  has  car- 
ried a  full  line  of  books  until  quite  lately.  He  is 
now  devoting  himself  more  closely  to  a  specialty, 
and  handles  nothing  except  stationery,  news  and 
periodicals.  He  was  boril  in  Walpole,  N.  11.,  May 
6,  1820.  His  father,  Thomas  Russell,  Jr.,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  place  and  his  grandfather,  Thomas, 
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was  ft  Connecticut  farmer  and  blacksmith  as  well  as 
a  rope-maber.  At  an  early  day  he  removed  to 
WalpoJe  where  he  was  very  successful  in  business 
and  became  a  rich  man  for  those  days,  altliongli  he 
was  a  cripple  from  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  had  to 
make  the  joumey  of  life  on  crutclies  until  he 
passed  to  a  better  world  after  completing  ninety  - 
six  yoai-s  of  upright  and  useful  life. 

Tliomas  Russell  Jr.,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade 
and  ft  farmer  and  he  also  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 
dying  when  eiglity-seven  yeai-s  old.  His  good  wife 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Flint,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Massachusetts  and  became  the  mother  of 
live  children,  her  son  Fi-anklin  being  next  to  the 
eldest  in  age.  He  was  reared  upon  the  fann  in 
New  Hampshire  where  he  went  to  school  during 
three  months  in  the  winter,  but  tliis  privilege  ex- 
tended over  only  three  years,  and  from  that  time 
on  what  ediicfttion  lie  lias  received  has  l>eon  gained 
by  his  own  efforts. 

At  the  age  of  ten  this  boy  began  to  work  his 
own  way  firet  on  a  farm  and  then  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  ,ln  1838  he  went  to  fSchenectady, 
N.  Y.,  and  began  to  learn  the  liatter's  trade  and 
after  two  years  he  went  to  Rochester  and  finished 
leai-ninghis  trade.  After  working  for  othci-s  awhile 
he  started  in  the  business  for  himself  undertaking 
the  finishing  of  hate  and  a  retail  business  and  in 
the  fall  of  1856  he  came  to  I^ausing  and  located 
here.  He  fonned  a  partnerehip  with  C.  Cannell  in 
the  letail  hat  and  shoe  business,  but  after  one  year 
this  partnership  was  dissolved  and  our  subject  con- 
tinued in  the  business  alone  for  awhile. 

Somewhat  later  Mr.  Russell  engaged  as  a  clerk 
with  A.  J.  Viele  in  the  news,  book  and  stationery 
line  and  remained  with  liim  for  ten  years.  In 
1871  he  started  in  the  business  for  himself  at  the 
present  stand  and  has  carried  it  on  with  good 
judgment  and  success.  He  was  married  in  Roches- 
ter, N,  Y,,  in  1845  to  Miss  Ellen  M.  Hine  who  was 
born  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  and  died  after  their  removal 
to  Lansing. 

The  second  maiTiage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
this  city  in  1876,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Sophronia 
M.  Knott,  widow  of  R.  B.  Knott.  She  is  a  native  of 
New  York  and  to  her  has  been  granted  one  child. 


Frances  F.  The  pleasant  home  at  the  corner  of 
(irand  and  Lenawee  Streets  is  the  seat  of  true 
domestic  Itappiness.  Mrs.  Russell  isaneai-nestand 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Tlic  doctrines  of  protection  and  the  other  pi'inci- 
ples  of  Republicanism  are  dear  to  Mr.  Russell,  who 
is  ardent  in  his  attachment  to  his  party.  He  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
^[aMin.--,  belonging  to  Lodge  ^'u.  fjfi  at  Lansing. 


J|(HIX  W.  TAVLOli.  Notbinggives  the  pat- 
riotic biographer  more  pleasure  tlian  to  tell 
the  story  of  tlie  life  of  one  of  our  "brave 
__  boys  in  blue"  who  sacrificed  all  that  he  held 
dearest  upon  the  altar  of  our  country,  and  the 
sight  of  one  of  our  maimed  and  crippled  soldiers 
who  has  left  a  limb  upon  the  battlefield,  causes  the 
heart  to  thrill  again  with  the  emotions  which  made 
life  so  full  and  vital  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  War. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  appeal's  at  the  head  of 
this  [Mii'agraph  and  whose  jiortrait  is  shown  on  the 
opiwsite  page,  is  one  whose  patriotic  record  is  of 
interest  to  everyone  who  will  open  the  covers  of 
this  volume. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Ijansiiig,  Ingham  County,  and  is  the  proprietor 
of  Taylor's  Bazaar  of  Confectionery,  besides  being 
one  of  the  firm  of  the  Miclugan  Folding  Table 
Company,  which  manufaetures  an  invention  of  his 
own.  This  firm  is  emniiosed  of  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Barrett.  Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Camden,  R&y 
County,  Mo.,  April  30,  1840,  and  his  father,  John 
Taylor,  was  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
a  wagon  manufacturer.  After  coming  with  his 
family  to  this  country  he  located  at  Camden, 
and  established  a  wagon  factory,  but  later  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Ray  County,  and  was  a  famous  huntsman.  During 
the  war  he  was  a  strong  Union  man  although  resid- 
ing in  a  neighborhood  full  of  Secessionists.  Not 
feeling  at  home  among  them  he  removed  to  Wau- 
kesha County,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  still  i-esides.  He  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his 
political  convictions.     His  wife,  Elizabeth  Briggs, 
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is  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  and  our  subject   is 
their  only  child. 

John  W.  Taylor  was  reared  on  the  lai-m  in  Mis- 
souri and  his  school  advantages  were  meager. 
"When  tbe  war  broke  out  thei-e  were  two  Rebel 
camps  near  their  home,  Wellington  and  Lexington, 
and  although  the  family  was  anxious  to  leave  that 
part  of  the  country  they  could  not  get  through  to 
the  Union  lines.  The  Confederacy  offered  all  kinds 
of  inducements  to  our  subject  and  his  fatlier  to  join 
tbeir  service  but  the  young  man  was  able  to  escape 
conscription,  and  enlisted  in  July,  1861,  in  the 
Union  forces,  joining  Company  D,  Fifth  Missouri 
Infantry.  His  three  months  of  service  in  that  body 
was  spent  in  skirmishing  and  he  was  mustered  out 
August  31.  Tbe  following  day  he  enlisted  again 
in  Company  K,  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry,  being 
mustered  in  at  St.  Louis,  and  taking  a  three  years' 

The  military  experience  of  Mr.  Taylor  brought 

him  into  the  following  general  engagements,  Chick-   ; 
amauga,  Perryville    and  Stone  River  as  well   as 
other  conflicts.     On   the  19th  of  September,  1863, 
he  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga,  by  a  shell  which   I 
struck  his  left  leg,  and  he  was  taken   prisoner  at   . 
the  same   time.     An  operation  became  necessary 
and  his  leg  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Seeley  of  the   ; 
Twenty-second   Illinois   Regiment.     Three   weeks 
later  he  was  paroled  and  entered  the  parole  camp 
at  Chattanooga,  where  he  i-einained  until  one  week 
pi-evious  to  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  when 
he    was    sent    to    Jeffei-son    Barracks,    St.    Ixiuis, 
and  was  mustered  out  of  service  May  24,  1864. 

This  young  hero  next  went  to  Milwaukee,  and 
took  a  commercial  course  in  Bryant  &  Stratton's 
Business  College,  studying  telegraphy  also,  under 
Prof.  Spencer.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad,  being 
station  agent  first  at  Columbia,  Wis.,  and  tlien  at 
Fall  River,  Wis.,  until  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  service  of  the  Detroit,  Lansing  & 
Northern  Railroad.  lie  was  agent  at  Brighton 
until  1874,  when  he  took  the  agency  at  North 
Lansing  for  one  year.  The  1st  of  April,  1875,  was 
the  day  when  he  entered  the  general  office  of  the 
Auditor  General  of  the  State  as  Clerk,  and  he  re- 
mained there  just  sixteen  years  to  a  day.     During 


all  the  time  that  he  was  employed  in  that  office  he 
lost  no  time,  but  gave  himself  steadily  and  faith- 
fiilly  to  the  work  of  the  oftice  and  became  the  bead 
of  tlie  purchasing  and  paying  department.  Tn 
1881  be  built  the  block  known  as  the  Taylor  Block, 
with  dimensions  of  25x80  feet,  furnishing  accom- 
modation for  two  stores,  and  here  in  1891  he  en- 
gaged in  the  confectionery  business.  He  also  bnilt 
in  1878,  tbe  Postoffice  Block  in  North  Lansing, 
20x90  feet  which  is  occupied  by  the  postoffice  and 
also  by  Hedges  &  lieck,  druggists,  of  whom  more 
may  be  found  under  their  respective  names  in  this 
volume. 

In  May,  1891,  Mr.  Taylor  patented  his  folding 
tabic  and  went  into  pai-tnei-ship  with  Mr.  Barrett 
in  its  manufacture.  Thei-eare  forty-foui-  different 
kinds  of  folding  tables  on  the  market,  but  Mr. 
Taylor's  friends  think  that  his  claim  is  jiist  in  call- 
ing this  the  best  one  offered  to  the  trade  on  account 
of  its  simplicity  and  dui-ability.  This  gentleman 
was  married  in  Milwaukee,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Joanna 
M.  Ryan,  a  native  of  that  city.  Tlieir  three  children 
are,  Samuel  W.,  I'iei-ce  R.,  and  Marie.  ITie  eldest 
son  is  a  gi'aduate  of  the  Commercial  College  nt 
Ijinsing,  and  is  now  in  the  United  States  mail  ser- 
vice at  CJhicagO.  'Tlie  mother  of  these  children 
is  a  Roman  Catholic  in  her  religious  views.  The 
political  views  of  Mr.  Taylor  are  strongly  Repub- 
lican, and  he  is  prominent  among  the  men  of  his 
party,  being  a  frequent  delegate  to  coimty  and 
State  conventions  and  acting  as  Chairman  of  the 
city  and  ward  committees.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  (I.  A.  K..  belonging  to  Charles  T. 
Foster  Post, No.  42. 


^H  LBERT  J.  WILSf)N.     The  results  of  indus- 
?/  li    *i'y'^i*J  unlia^ginff  pereevei'ance  are  shown 
jjl  *    in  the  life  of  tlie  abo^  e  ntmed  gentleman 
^0  wlio  own*,  and  occupies  one  of  the  most 

beautiful  home*  of  Teshe  Ingham  County.  His 
life  affords  a  itnkmg  eximpk  norliiy  of  imi- 
tation by  young  men  who  iie  eafilv  discouraged 
because  they  hi^  e  no  lirge  capit«il  and  therefore 
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content  themselves  to  dawdle  on  through  life  on 
gmall  salaiies  because  they  have  not  the  energy 
requisite  to  a  greater  success.  A  brief  outline  of 
the  labors  in  which  Mj'.  Wilson  lias  been  engaged 
and  in  which  for  some  years  past  he  has  been  well 
supported  by  his  better-half  will  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers. 

In  the  paternal  line  Mr.  Wilson  is  descended 
from  English  ancestry  who  made  settlement  in  New 
Jersey  in  Colonial  days.  His  immediate  progeni- 
tors, William  S.  and  Margaret  (Shotwell)  Wilson, 
were  bom  and  reared  Quakei-s  in  New  Jei-sey  and 
early  in  life  took  up  their  residence  in  New  York 
and  were  married  near  Waterloo,  in  that  State, 
February  2,  1842.  They  subsequently  lived  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  until  early  in  the  '40s  when 
they  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  piece 
of  wild  land  in  Eaisin  Township,  Lenawee  County. 
A  few  years  later  they  made  a  visit  to  the  old 
home  in  New  Jersey  and  while  on  their  return  to 
Michigan  Mrs.  Wilson  died,  in  Elba,  N.  Y.,  June 
25,  1847,  being  then  only  twenty-six  yeare  of  age. 

William  S.  Wilson  returned  to  his  Michigan 
homestead  soon  after  this  event  and  in  1848  he 
was  again  manied.  taking  to  wife  Elizabeth  Mott, 
of  Jackson  County.  Mr.  Wilson  has  made  his  home 
in  Michigan,  in  tlie  counties  of  Lenawee  and 
Jackson,  following  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agiicul- 
tui-e.  He  has  always  been  a  money-maker  but  has 
met  with  many  reverses  and  is  not  a  wealthy  man, 
although  he  has  secured  a  comfortable  competence 
and  now  having  completed  threescore  and  ten 
years  ot  useful  and  upright  living  is  spending  his 
later  da^'i'S  in  quiet  retirement  in  Adrian,  Mich. 
He  isa  man  well  read  and  most  interesting  in  con- 
vei-sation.  Jn  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig 
and  was  very  firm  in  his  opposition  to  slavery. 
Since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
has  supported  it,  althougii  he  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
ist, He  has  never  sought  office  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  minor  township  and  village  oilices  lias 
never  held  any  position. 

The  father  of  our  subject  is  one  of  the  chief  pil- 
lara  in  the  Free  Methodist  Church  of  Adrian,  hav- 
ing been  a  Deacon  and  an  active  worker  there  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  has 
a  keen  aeus@  of  right  and  wrong  and  is  helpful 


in  promoting  any  enterprise  or  institution  whicli 
he  believes  will  upbuild  and  better  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  His  parents,  Asa  and  Amy 
(Shotwell)  Wilson,  wei'e  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
who  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  New 
Yoi-k  but  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  date  and 
spent  their  last  days  in  Lenawee  County.  The  ma- 
j  ternal  grandparents  of  Our  subject  were  Joseph  and 
i  Margaret  (Elston)  Shotwell,  who  were  bom  in  New 
j  Jei-sey  and  there  lived  and  died.  Only  three  of 
William  Wilson's  children  lived  to  the  age  of 
maturity,  namely;  Albert  J,,  Joseph  S.  and  Edwin 
M,  The  last  named  was  a  child  of  the  second 
marriage  who  married  Emma  De  Green  and  died 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  a  family 
four  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  day  in  Marengo.  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
July  22,  1842,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Mich- 
igan when  an  infant.  His  boyhood  amusements 
and  school  days  were  such  as  average  f  ai-mer  boys  of 
that  day  enjoyed,  and  he  completed  his  schooling 
at  the  Raisin  Institute  where  lie  acquired  a  fair, 
common-sense  business  education.  As  he  was  the 
eldest  child  much  of  the  labor  and  responsibility 
of  subduing  the  forest  and  cultivating  the  fai-m 
fell  upon  him. 

This  young  man  remained  with  his  father,  giv- 
ing him  the  benefit  of  his  labors  until  August  11, 
1862,  when  he  joined  the  army  as  a  private  in 
Company  A,  Seventeenth  Michigan  In  fan  try,  which 
was  attached  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  then 
known  as  Burnside's  Corps.  Within  two  weeks  of 
the  day  he  left  Washington  he  was  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  and  he  afterward 
was  engaged  in  the  great  conBictsof  Antietamand 
Fredericksburg.  Entering  upon  the  Kentucky 
campaign  he  joined  Grant's  army  and  was  present 
at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  numerous  other  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes  of  less  importance.  At  Fred- 
ericksburg he  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  which 
struck  him  ^m  the  right  hip.  After  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  he  was  placed  on  detached  duty  in  the 
Paymaster's  department  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  June,  1865,  when  he  received 
his  final  discharge. 

This  brave  young  veteiun  now  returned  to  Len^ 
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awee  County  and  resumed  farming,  but  in  1868  he 
came  to  Ingliam  County  and  bought  sixty  a«res  of 
land  one  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  the  village 
of  Leslie.  Upon  this  he  settled  and  here  he  has  by 
honesty,  industry  and  pei'severance  accumulated 
considerable  property  and  establislied  a  reputation 
which  entitles  liim  to  tlie  distinction  of  being  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  Ijeslie.  His  landed 
possessions  now  consist  of  one  liundred  and  ninet*- 
aoi-es  of  splendid  land,  all  well  improved  and  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  In  1886  he  left  his  farm 
and  removed  to  the  village,  where  he  has  since  I'e- 
sided  as  his  sons  have  relieved  him  of  the  details 
of  farm  work. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  stockholder  in  the  People's 
Bank  of  Leslie  and  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  social  and  financial  circles  here.  He  started  out 
in  the  world  with  willing  hands  and  heart  a  d  ^ 
clear  head,  and  liis  possessions  are  tlie  res  It  of  h  s 
own  exertions.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  n  h 
peraonality  or  history  and  he  is  a  plain,  o  ten 
tatious  man,  singularly  free  from  any  evi  len  e  of 
that  grasping,  over-reacliing  spirit  by  wh  cl  n  an 
men  have  made  themselves  rich  in  a  new  co  nt  > 
He  has  never  aspired  to  office,  preferring  the  qu  et 
of  home  to  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  pi  1 1  1  f e 
but  moves  along  quietly,  doing  much  g  o(i  tl  at 
the  world  knows  not  of.  He  is  not  conne  ted  tl 
any  religious  denomination  but  is  a  believe  t!  e 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  chur  he  an  I 
gives  freely  of  his  means  to  charitable  inst  tut  o 

This  gentleman  is  a  stanch  Republican  an  1  a 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principles  announ  ■ed  bj 
that  party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  fo 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harri- 
son. He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  is  one  of  tlie  organizers  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Dewey  Post,  No.  60,0.  A.  R., 
of  Leslie,  and  has  held  the  pa^ition  of  Comman- 
der of  the  Post 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married,  November  3,  1864,  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Wilson,  of  Baisin,  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.  The  place  of  her  birth  is  Marengo,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  siie  is  a  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Anna  L.  (Wares)  Wilson.  This  lady  possesses  I'are 
qualities  of  mind  and  disposition  and  has  been  an 
able  assistant  to  her  husband,  taking  a  just  pride 


in  his  success  and  sustaining  the  standing  and  repu- 
tation of  the  family,  and  wei-e  this  record  to  fail  to 
perpetnate  her  good  name  in  connection  with  her 
hnsband's  it  would  fail  in  one  of  its  chief  purposes. 
The  union  of  this  worthy  couple  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  seven  cliildren,  namely;  William  A., 
Kdgar  .1.,  Ileitrnin  V..,  (ieorge  R,  Fi-ances  M.,  Mary 
<!,  and  Herbert  S.  All  are  living  except  the 
youngest  who  died  when  eight  yeara  of  age.  ^Vill- 
iam  A.  is  married  to  Miss  Lillian  Hill;  Fdgar.l. 
married  Miss  Nina  Manley  and  had  one  child — 
Harry  J.,  now  deceased;  and  Bertram  E.  married 
Miss  Jennie  Watson.  These  sons  are  sustaining 
most  manfully  and  nobly  the  high  reputation 
which  the  family  lias  held  in  past  generations. 


IpvENMS  i  lAlRICL.  A\  h  te 
I  j]  hp  Ingham  Co  t\  pu  el^ 
Ip^    t    ^1  d   I     t  ind   lepends  fo     t 


■\\  h  te    Oak   T 


cul 
t  ind   lepends  fo     t    {  o  per  t> 
not  only  upon    t.    o  1  b  t     po      U  me     and   t 
r    1  boti      esiect      fo     tl  e  la  d       arable  and 

I  duct  ve  and  ts  fa  me  te  tho  nghgo  ng  n 
du  t  ons  systemat  c  and  e  terp  s  ng  Su  h  a 
coml  at  on  s  re  to  e  It  n  p  o  per  tj  and  no 
whe  e  n  Mchf,fl  ca  ha)  p  e  !  ne  and  n  e 
t  dy  farm    be  found  tl  tn  I  e  e 

Tie  ge  tlena     of    vl  e        te  wa    Im         n 

the    I  t     f  Mai       1«29  C         t     (^  1 

la    1    a    1  wa.   a  1  ttle  bal  e     f  o  1    tl  ee  n      ti 

hen  h  pa  ent>  1  ro  ght  1  n  tc  C  nada  wl  e  e 
tl  ev  rema  elf  if  ne  two  j  ear  liefo  e  emo  nj. 
to  New  York.  There  they  made  their  home  for 
five  years  so  that  Dennis  had  reached  the  age  of 
seven  years  when  he  came  to  Micliigan, 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  lliomas  F.  Patrick, 
who  was  bom  on  the  Emerald  Isle  in  1812  twd 
chose  him  a  wife  in  his  early  manhood,  being  imi- 
ted  when  only  eighteen  yeai-s  old  with  Bridget 
McGinnis.  To  them  were  bom  four  children,  three 
of  them  being  sons  and  one  a  daughter,  and  our 
subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  age.  Their 
names  are  as  follows:  Bridget,  who  mamed  Mr. 
William  Lemon  and  is  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, and  BOW  lives  in  the  far  west  in  Washington; 
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the  second  is  our  subject,  and  the  third  Thomas, 
who  maiTied  Hannah  Bullis,  to  whom  have  been 
bom  two  children.  Tlie  youngest  child  died  in 
infancy  and  tiis  name  is  not  known  to  our  subject, 
Tlie  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  bore  the 
name  of  Thomas  and  lived  and  died  in  his  native 
Ireland. 

Mary  Havens  is  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on  April  14. 
1859.  Her  father,  Stevens  Havens,  was  born  in 
New  York  and  his  daughter  was  born  in  Michigan, 
There  were  ten  children  in  the  Havens  family.  To 
Mary  (Havens)  Patrick,  were  born  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  namely:  Catherine,  who  was  bom  in 
White  Oak  Township,  October  14,  1**58,  and  mar- 
ried George  Barnell,  by  whom  she  had  one  child, 
Whe  has  now  passed  to  the  other  world.  The  oldest 
son,  William  F.  Patrick,  was  l>orn  ^'ovember  1, 
1862,  and  in  1888  was  united  in  marriage  to  Au- 
gusta Miller,  who  has  become  the  mother  of  one 
child.  Clay  Patrick,  deceaj-ed,  the  youngest  son 
was  born  in  1867. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Patrick  united  him 
with  Mary  Craft,  a  iiative  of  New  York  State,  who 
was  bora  in  1843.  Her  father,  William  Craft,  was 
iKirn  in  the<ierman  Fat]icr]and,and  he  bad  twelve 
children  in  his  family.  Tliis  union  which  look 
place  in  1879,  has  been  crowned  l),\  ihi'  birth  of 
one  cluld,Millard  KUmore.  Willi  hi.^  j-oii  William. 
Mr.  I'alrick  is  carrying  on  a  general  farming  busi- 
ness, and  takes  a  special  interest  in  fine  stock  and 
keeps  hogs  and  sheep  of  excellent  bi-eeds,  as  well 
as  some  fine  specimensjof  the  Jlessenger  bi'ced  of 
horses. 

In  former  years  Mi.  Patrick  has  been  a  radical 
Republican,  but  he  and  his  son  are  now  specially 
interested  in  promoting  the  interest  of  farmers  and 
both  belong  to  the  Farmei-s'  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation in  State,  county  and  township  organiza- 
tions. His  son  is  now  School  Moderator  and  lie 
ha^  held  the  office  of  Highway  Commissioner,  and 
great  credit  is  due  him  for  the  splendid  condition 
of  the  roads  of  this  township.  Where  our  subject 
now  lives  upon  section  2,  his  property  embraces 
farms  which  formerly  belonged  to  J.  Havens,  W. 
Wightman,  J,  Bentley  and  J.  Raynor.  Tliis  large 
property  was  acquired  partly  by  trade  and  partly 


by  purchase.  Most  of  this  he  has  impi-oved  and 
much  of  it  is  newly  cleared  land.  Upon  it  he  has 
erected  a  handsome  home  which  cost  some  $3,000 
and  is  one  of  the  prettiest  farm  houses  in  White 
Oak  Township.  His  half  brother  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  which  is  situated  on  section  31,  in  quite 
the  opposite  corner  of  the  township.  This  family 
belongs  to  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and 
they  are  liberal  and  active  in  promoting  the  pros- 
perity of  religious  institutions  in  tlieir  midst. 


|l  of  manhood  a 
^jl  name  is  at  the 
l^//    ed  the  iiigh  s' 


OHN  M.  DUESSER.  Although  in  the  prime 
ihood  and  vigor,  the  gentleman  whose 
the  head  of  this  sketch  has  attain- 
high  standing  in  business  and  finan- 
cial life  that  his  unceasing  efforts  and  energy, 
united  with  sterling  worth  and  high  business  qual- 
ifications, deserves.  He  is  at  pi-esent  Cashier  in 
the  Farmers'  l^nk  in  Mason.  He  is  a  prime  mover 
here  in  every  measure  that  is  sought  to  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  interests  and  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  his  pleasant  home  is  the 
rendezvous  foi'  the  best  people  of  the  place.  His 
wife  studies  to  second  the  interests  of  her  husband 
that  tend  to  the  elevation  and  reSnement  of  tlieii' 
social  life  and  the  welfare  of  the  community.  A 
lad_v  of  striking  pei-sonal  atti-action.s,  she  adapts 
hei-self  admirably  to  tlie  ix>8ition  to  which  her  hus- 
band has  risen. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  Rochester,  X.  Y., 
.lauuary  24,  1851.  He  is  a  son  of  John  M.  and 
Susan  A.  (Pieree)  Dresser,  the  father  a  native  of 
Pomfret,  Windsor  County,  Conn.,  and  being  of 
English  ancestry.  He  moved  with  his  family  to 
Michigan  when  our  subject  was  but  a  small  child, 
only  four  yeai-s  of  age.  Although  he  was  a  nat- 
ural born  mechanic,  he  followed  various  occupa- 
tions. Early  in  his  life  be  devoted  himself  to 
fanning.  Later  he  owned  and  operated  a  boat  on 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  after  coming  to  Michigan  he 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some  years,  the 
service  of  builders  and  C'arpenters  being  at  that 
time  greatly  in  demand.     He  afterward   acquired 
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land  in  the  vicinity  of  Mason  and  heie  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  Our  subject's  father 
seems  to  have  been  a  very  popular  man,  as  he  was 
elected  Township  Treasurer  six  or  more  times,  and 
no  matter  what  majority  the  opposite  political 
party  might  have,  he  was  quite  sure  of  election. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  what  was  known  as  the  old  Pixley  farm 
and  had  only  limited  opportunities  at  that  time 
for  acquiring  an  education.  But  the  boy  was  ambi- 
tious to  a  degree,  and  underneath  bts  patience 
there  was  a  fixed  detoi-mination  that  some  day  he 
should  be  looked  up  to  for  his  mental  attainments. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  attend  school  in 
the  village  of  Mason  and  there  he  studied  for  two 
winters,  the  last  one  under  Prof.  Vroman,  now 
of  the  Normal  School.  Although  his  school  days 
ended  here,  he  continued  his  efforts  in  self-cultiva- 
tion. A  lover  of  books  and  a  natural  student,  the 
midnight  oil  was  constantly  burned  that  he  might 
keep  up  with  the  young  men  who  were  his  ideals 
in  an  intellectual  respect. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  left  home  and  began  doing  for  himself. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  liad  never  been  away  from 
home  and  claims  to  have  been  very  unsophisti- 
cated. He  started  out  canvassing  and  met  with 
very  good  success,  following  the  business  for  about 
one  year,  spending  part  of  his  time  in  Michigan,  part 
in  Illinois,  and  part  in  Iowa.  In  this  way  he  ac- 
quired an  extended  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  and  also  something  that  was  even 
of  greater  advantage  to  himself,  for  self-control  is 
to  a  canvasser  of  all  things  necessary.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  year,  lie  went  as  far  south  as 
New  Orleans,  expecting  to  join  what  was 
called  the  filibustering  expedition  to  Cuba. 
This,  as  is  now  well  known,  fell  through.  He  next 
sailed  for  Europe,  starting  out  June  17,  1869,  on 
the  "  St.  James  "  for  Havre,  France.  He  was  this 
time  about  eighteen  yeara  of  age  and  went  with  a 
full  determination  of  becoming  a  sailor  and  seeing 
as  much  of  the  world  as  possible.  He  was  at  that 
time  very  thin  in  fiesh,  weighing  but  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  pounds.  Prior  to  his  shipping  on  the 
above-named  vessel  he  was  reduced  to  almost  des- 
perate straits,  having  spent  two  days  without  food, 


while  hunting  a  place  on  a  vessel,  being  entirely 
without  money  and  ashamed  to  beg.  After  a  few 
trips  he  returned  to  Michigan,  not  rich  in  pocket  it 
is  true,  but  having  received  great  physical  benefit 
from  his  trip,  for  he  returned  a  perfect  athlete  in 
form  and  strength.  He  has  never  regretted  his  sailor 
experience  though  he  did  not  care  to  repeat  it, 
even  after  the  alluring  offer  of  125  per  month, 
which  was  made  him  if  he  would  continue  with 
tlie  ship's  company. 

After  returning  from  his  voyage  Mr.  Dresser 
attended  a  select  school  during  the  winter  and 
worked  eight  months  on  a  farm,  losing  no  time 
whatever.  Out  of  $112  which  he  earned  he 
saved  190  and  in  the  intervals  of  his  scholastic 
work  during  the  winter  he  chopped  wood  and 
from  these  earnings  saved  140,  which  he  put  out 
at  interest. 

Our  subject  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  the  lumber  regions,  act- 
ually pulling  a  cross-cut  saw,  and  was  well  known 
among  the  denizens  of  the  lumber  district  as  a  flrst- 
class  workman.  Indeed,  he  has  participated  in 
many  kinds  of  hard  manual  labor.  In  August, 
1875,  he  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Mason  and 
began  the  study  of  law,  walking  back  and  forth 
from  his  father's  farm  to  the  law  oflSce.  Meantime 
to  meet  current  expenses,  he  began  collecting  and 
also  soliciting  insurance.  This  business  increased 
so  rapidly  tliat  during  the  fli'St  year  he  was  able  to 
pay  his  expenses  and  lay  up  1400.  After  the  first 
six  weeks  in  which  his  success  was  assured,  he  quit 
walking  back  and  forth  and  added  real  estate  and 
the  lending  of  money  to  his  other  business. 

Our  subject  never  finished  his  law  studies  as  his 
other  occupation  had  proved  so  remunerative  and 
his  collecting  and  insurance  business  had  developed 
so  rapidly.  Being  in  a  position  to  wed,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  November,  1876,  to  Miss  Octavia  A.  Bush, 
a  daughter  of  A.  H.  Bush,  of  Vevay  Township.  His 
aDegiance  had  been  pledged  to  tlie  young  lady  for 
some  little  time  and  they  had  onlj'  awaited  the 
time  when  the  young  man  could  provide  a  com- 
fortable and  suitable  home  for  his  bride.  By  this 
marriage  there  are  two  children  whose  names  are 
respectively  Maud,  who  is  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
Mabel,  who  is  ten  years  of  age.    They  are  bright, 
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iittrnclivi'  vhildrfii.  and  are  a  great  comfort  to 
tbtsii'  parewts  who  look  forward  to  tlie  future  t<.» 
tlieir  l>eiiig  intelligent  aud  cultured  women. 

Mr.  Dresser's  intci-est  in  banking  began  by  Lis 
l)eing  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National   Bank  of 
Mason,  afl«r  which  he  became  a  Director  and  filled 
this  position  foi  some  time      A  man  who  is  ne\  er 
^ati'ifled  unless  he  thorouglilj    undei-atand"*  what- 
t^er  lie  is  inteitited  in   the  1  anking  busine>^H  won 
became   entiiel>    familiai     to  him    and    is    there 
seemed  to  be  an  excellent  opening  foi  thit  btanth    , 
of  business    March    1     1H84     he  staited  ^  private   [ 
bank      Ih(  institution  found  its  hrst  quaitei-s  in  a   ■■ 
lented  building       Ihi^  he  cntiied  on   h\    hlm^elf,   : 
ind  by  fall  one  half  the  deposits  of  the  place  were   | 
inide  111  the  Diessei  Bank      He  continued  m   the    ' 
piivate  banking  busmoss  until    liine  8    188b  and    . 
he  WIS  in  the  lead  of  the  Isationil  Rink  ( ii  dej)-    ■ 
osits  to  an  amount  of  $15  DIM) 

\t  the  last  named  date  out  Mihjcct  withotliei-, 
oigamzed  a  State  Bank  with  a  paid  up  capital  of  i 
*75  (tOU  and  thiit\  of  the  l)est  men  lu  the  town 
and  township  appealed  a.s  stockholdeiN  The 
prime  mover  of  this  organization  was  Mr.  Dresser, 
and  he  still  holds  the  position  of  Cashier  in  the 
institntion  and  has  in  it  a  large  interest.  Our  sub- 
ject in  Ills  political  relations  casts  his  vote  with  the 
liepublican  pai-ty.  He  has  never  been  an  ofHce- 
seeker,  feeling  that  other  men  who  had  an  inclina^ 
tion  in  that  direction  and  whose  time  was  more  at 
their  own  disposal  than  he  felt  his  to  Iw,  were 
better  fitted  for  it.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dressur  are  act- 
ive members  of  the  Presbjtcrian  Church  in  which  ; 
our  subject  is  a  Trustee. 

iJolIN  .1.  lU'SU.     To  bo  descended  from  hon- 

omble,  tjilented  and  reprewentative  men  is 
in  itself  a  giiamntee  of  ability  and  Jionor 
'^i/'  which  any  man  who  is  a  true  gentleman 
may  well  rejoice  in.  'I'he  i)ropi-ietoi-  of  the  Bush 
Jioad  Cart  ('onii«iny  at  J^auslng,  Ingliani  County, 
is  the  son  and  grandson  of  pi-ominent  business 
men  who  were  early  settlers  in  that  city  and 
who  helped  to  make    it  what  it  is  to-day.     His  fa^ 


ther,  John  J.  Bush,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Tompkins 
County,  X.  Y.,  as  was  also  his  father,  the  Hon. 
Charles  P.  Bush,  wliose  natal  year  was  1809.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  a  speculator,  and  after  marriage 
Ijegan  to  thjafc  of  coming  West. 

In  183? the  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bush  made  his  iirst 
visit  to  Michigan  and  in  1836  he  came  again  and 
spent  the  summer,  buying  Government  land  in 
Fowler  Township,  liivingston  County,  where  he 
built  a  log  house  and  the  following  year  brought 
on  his  family.  In  less  than  a  year  he  sold  that 
jji-operty  to  Mr.  Fowler,  and  located  in  the  town- 
ship of  Genoa,  Livingston  County,  where  he  owned 
thirteen  hundred  acres.  He  was  successful  not  only 
as  a  farmer  but  also  as  a  speculator  and  a  politician. 
He  served  in  the  State  Legislature  from  1840  to 
1846,  .and  during  the  yeai-  1847  belonged  to  the 
State  Senate.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he  was 
President  of  the  Senate  and  acting  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  administered  the  oath  of  offlce  to 
new  ofHcials  in  the  woods  of  Lansing  before  the 
old  capitoi  was  built.  8ome  years  later  he  served 
again  as  State  Senator  for  several  terms.  He  was 
greatly  interested  in  the  removal  of  the  capital 
from  Detroit  to  Lansing.  He  was  a  born  leader,  a 
good  orator,  and  one  of  the  foremost  and  promi- 
nent men  of  the  State 

In  1847  Senator  Bush  came  to  Lansing  and 
went  into  partneiship  with  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Lee, 
buying  and  platting  an  addition  and  building  the 
Benton  House  which  is  now  known  as  the  Everett 
House.  In  partnership  with  Mr.  Thomas  he  en- 
gaged in  geneial  mei  chandismg  under  the  firm  name 
of  Bush  &  T  homas,  and  they  were  successful 
pioneer  merchants.  He  died  July  4,  1858,  His 
wife  was  Minei'va  Walker  a  native  of  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  Lansing  in  1886  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  She  was'-ftftftictive  mem- 
l>er  of  the  Methodist  EpiscoiJal  Church. 

Tlie  father,  John  J.  Busli,  Sr.,  came  to  Michigan 
when  young  and  was  reared  at  Long  Lake,  taking 
his  higher  education  at  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsi- 
laiiti  and  the  Seminary  at  Xortliville.  Before 
reaching  liis  majority  he  began  a  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Howell,  where  he  was  married  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  and  continued  there  in  merchandising 
for  a  few  yeai-s.    He  then  returned  to  his   native 
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State  an<i  at  Aurora,  N.  \  went  into  a  banking 
and  real-estat«  business,  a  business  which  extended 
through  Tompkins  and  Caj  uga  Counties  He  had 
a  Bucceesf ul  hiismefes  there  mvulving  o^  er  S200  000 
and  in  1869  he  came  to  Lansmg  and  enteied  into 
a  private  bank  which  was  otwrated  foi  leveial 
years  under  the  firm  name  t  f  laabelie  A.  Biiali  and 
was  finally  merged  intfl  the  LanMUg  National 
Bank.  This  new  corporation  he  oiganized  and  was 
its  President  for  ten  years  being  also  oiganizei 
and  Director  of  the  Cential  Michigan  Saving 
Bank. 

Real  estate  business  at  the  same  time  absorbed 
pail  of  the  energies  of  this  gentleman  and  he 
platted  the  Bush,  Butler  &  Spiuow  addition  which 
is  now  an  important  addition  to  the  eit^  of  Ijih'. 
ing.  He  also  engaged  in  selling  f-kim  ind  pine 
lands  and  manufactured  shingles  and  lumbei  in 
Oceana  County  at  Pentwater  wheiehealeo  oariied 
on  merchandising.  While  making  m")ne>  in  hi 
general  business  he  lost  ■iome  in  indoising  foi 
friends.  He  was  a  memlier  of  the  firm  which  wis 
known  as  the  Lansing  Bck  t  and  Sh  Jt  Manufactui 
ing  Company  and  also  had  a  mill  and  meicantile 
business  in  Ottawa  County  He  was  a  minof  much 
public  spirit  and  did  all  within  Ins  [>owei  to  ad 
vance  the  interests  of  the  eitj  Ihc  liutlei  Block 
was  put  up  by  him  and  be  was  a  meralei  cf  the 
School  Board  and  for  yeai-s  acted  as  its  Iiet  uici 
At  one  time  he  was  State  Libiaiiau  He  lied  in 
1886  on  the  10th  of  Octobei  having  reich  d  the 
age  of  flfty-two  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  boie  the  maiden  mmo 
of  Eliza  Smith  and  was  loin  m  Kendci  Tioga 
County,  N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter  of  Hiram  Smith 
who  was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  best  fami 
lies  of  Connecticut.  He  wosa  deaiei  luieal  estite 
and  lands  and  had  milling  mtereats  m  Tu  ga  Iwiiig 
one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens  Mrs  Eli/a 
Bush  still  resides  in  Lansing  She  is  a  devout 
member  of  the  Episcopal  t  hut  ch  and  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  grew  to  manhocd 
but  the  brother  of  our  subject  Cbaile*  !■  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two,  just  after  his  graduation. 
He  was  born  in  Moltville,  Tompkins  County,  S.Y., 
May  19,  1863. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Lans- 


ing at  the  age  of  six  years  and  here  attended  school 
and  nevei  missed  a  day  until  he  left  the  High 
School  which  took  place  when  he  was  sixteen.  He 
then  entered  the  State  Agricultural  College,  where 
he  took  his  degree  of  Baehelor  of  Sciences  and  the 
^me  jeai  received  a  diploma  from  the  High  School 
heie  He  had  helped  his  father  some  in  his  busi- 
nes,  uj  North  and  after  his  graduation  became 
(.<  iiesponding  Clerk  in  the  Central  Michigan  Sav- 
ing* Banit  and  was  with  them  four  years,  being 
1  icmcted  to  the  responsible  position  of  Teller.  At 
this  time  lie  became  administrator  of  his  father's 
estate  and  in  order  to  attend  to  that  business  found 
it  noce«saiy  to  leave  the  bank. 

The  marriage  of  Mr,  Bush  with  Miss  Minnie  F, 
l>av  took  place  in  Milwaukee,  Wis,,  October  20, 
188/  This  lady  is  a  native  of  that  city  and  a 
daiigbtet  of  Dr.  F,  H,  Day,  a  prominent  physician 
theie  and  the  Piesident  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  OS  well  as  a  well-known  geologist.  She 
completed  her  higher  education  at  the  Milwaukee 
College  and  the  conservatory  of  music.  Mr.  Bush 
foimed  a  partnerehip  with  Mr.  L.  Anderson,  estab- 
lishing the  Road  Cart  Company,  which  was  first 
located  at  tlie  foot  of  Washington  Avenue  at  North 
Lansing  and  a  year  later  was  moved  up  into  the 
city  soon  after  which  our  subject  bought  out  his 
paitnei  «  mtei'cst  in  thd  business  and  continued  it 
alone 

ihe  liush  Road  Cart  Company  manufactures 
phaeton  speeding  and  skeleton  carts  and  spindle 
load  wage ns.  They  have  an  output  of  two  thou- 
sand carts  and  a  well  established  trade  in  every 
State  in  the  Union,  keeping  two  men  on  the  road. 
Tlieir  products  are  also  sent  to  foreign  countries 
where  they  have  an  established  reputation.  The 
compan\  has  a  side  track  leading  up  from  the  rail- 
road to  the  factory  and  is  cai-rying  on  a  reasonably 
successful  business. 

Mr  Bush  has  considerable  interest  in  Lansing  in 
the  teal  estate  business  and  has  ever  been  inter- 
ested in  farming.  He  had  at  one  time  the  largest 
held  of  legistered  and  imported  Galloway  cattle  in 
the  State  and  still  lias  a  fine  herd  of  these  splendid 
animals.  He  is  now  closing  tliem  out,  but  still  has 
in  addition  to  them  a  number  of  excellent  Jerseys. 
His  father  was  a  lover  of  fine  stcxik  and  cattle  and 
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owned  some  of  the  flneet  h  crimes  in  the  State,  among 
which  -were  "Rough  and  Ready"  and  "Bay 
Prince." 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social 
ordei-s  being  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  Commander  of  the  Uniformed  E.ink  of 
Kniglits  of  Pythias  and  being  tlie  leading  Knight 
in  the  Lodge  of  Elks.  He  is  Chairman  ot  the 
Board  of  Directore  of  the  Grand  River  Boat  Club 
and  Vice-President  of  Michigan  for  the  Knights 
of  the  Grip,  in  which  business  organization  he  was 
Secretary  last  year.  He  is  a  member  and  Director 
in  the  Bicycle  Club.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Aldennanic  Board  and  was  the  President  pro  tern, 
of  the  Council  for  two  years.  -In  connection  with 
the  City  Council  he  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  city  affairs  which  is  considered  the  most  impor- 
tant committee.  He  is  stanch  in  his  adherence  to 
the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  is  generally  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  city, 
county  and  congressional  conventions.  One  child 
only  has  blessed  his  home,  Howai-d  Day,  who  was 
born  October  27,  1888,  and  gives  fair  promise  of 
inheriting  the  fine  abilities  of  his  fatlier,  grand- 
father, and  great-grandfather. 


<&  fclLIJAM  W.  TIKHiUriiX.  \-.  S.  In  Arabia 
\&J/I  a  man 's  bor^-cs  are  a  part  of  his  family  and 
wW  any  ill  to  One  of  these  gentle  yet  high-spir- 
ited bearei-s  of  burdens  is  considered  as  much  of  a 
family  calamity  as  sickness  or  death  even  to  a  child 
of  the  household.  The  t«nt  that  is  the  home  of 
the  shiek  with  his  wife  and  children,  is  also  the 
home  of  the  steeds  that  the  wanderei-s  of  the  deserts 
guard  as  their  most  precious  treasure,  and  cruelty 
to  their  horses  is  regarded  as  disgraceful.  It  is  to 
be  questioned  whether  any  people  undei'stand  tlie 
natures  of  these  almost  human  animals  better,  but 
medicine  and  surgerj-  have  developed  a  branch  to 
alleviate  the  suffering  caused  often  by  the  thouglit- 
less  and  ignorant  if  not  cruel  abuse  of  man.  There 
ia  no  more  skillful  pi-actitioner  in  this  especial 
branctt  in   this  portion  of  the  country  than   the 


gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch, 
ajid  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 
His  is  a  humane  nature  and  one  that  understands 
the  lower  animals.  He  has  the  largest  practice  in 
veterinary  surgery  of  any  one  in  this  countj-. 

Our  subject  is  the  proprietor  of  the  institution 
knun  •isDi  Thorbuni's  Veterinary InHrmary  which 
i"  the  plice  of  rest  and  tender,  skillful  care  for  in- 
jured or  debilitated  horses  that  the  name  would 
indicate  Dr.  Thorburn  was  born  in  Holt,  Delhi 
Township,  Ingham  County,  August  18,  1858.  He 
IS  of  Scotch  ancestrj',  his  father  being  John  Thor- 
burn, born  in  Scotland.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Thorburn,  was  a  weaver.  Our  subject's 
grandfather  came  to  America  on  the  death  of  his 
father  and  engaged  in  fanning  in  this  St-ate,  being 
thus  employed  until  his  decease,  which  took  place 
in  May,  1872,  in  Delhi  Township.  The  father  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  was  about  twenty-flve 
yeai-s  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  bring- 
ing his  family  with  him. 

John  Thorburn  first  located  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
after  coming  to  this  country  and  was  there  engaged 
in  following  his  tirade,  and  as  a  horse-shoer.  In 
1849  he  came  to  Ypsilanti  and  there  at  once  en- 
gaged in  his  trade.  In  1852  he  came  to  Lansing 
and  buying  out  the  fii-m  of  Ferguson,  of  North 
Lansing,built  the  first  brick  block  which  was  erected 
in  that  place.  ITiere  he  located  his  shop  and  by 
close  application  to  his  business,  in  which  he  was 
obliged  to  stand  much  of  the  time  over  the  furnace, 
he  lost  his  health  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  active 
business.  He  then  located  on  a  fann  in  Delhi 
Township,  where  he  still  resides.  On  first  coming 
to  Ypsilanti  our  subject's  father  purchased  Govern- 
ment land  and  bent  his  energies  to  improving  the 
same.  He  foHowed  farming  for  some  time  most 
successfully  and  is  now  the  owner  of  over  one 
thousand  acres  of  fine,  arable  land  in  Ingham 
County,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
which  is  included  in  one  farm.  This  is  well  im- 
proved and  stocked  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
as  well  as  attractive  farms  in  the  county,  as  its 
owner  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  as  well  as 
largest  farmei-s  here.  He  is  engaged  extensively 
in  breeding  Short-horn  cattle.  Merino  and  York- 
shii-e  hogs. 
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Fui'  iimny  yeaiv  Mr.  Tliorlniin,  Sr  has  idcntilieii 
liiiiiself  witli  clnircli  work  in  the  I'lCsh^Uiiin  (k 
nomination  liaviiig  heen  KIder  in  tlie  thuidi  of 
which  tie  is  a  member  for  many  ^eiia  Oiii  sul) 
jeet's  motiier  wiw.  in  her  maiden  da\s.  Mis*  llannah 
J.  Olds.  She  was  iKirn  in  BrattlebolO,^  t.,  and  wats 
a  daiigUter  of  Alanson  Olds,  wlio  was  also  a  nativ(^ 
of  \'ermoiit.  He  wm  a  caibinet-makev  and  lowited 
at  Lamping  in  1S47,  [Jut  afler  tjoming  hither  lie 
engaged  in  the  hotel  hiiwiness  of  North  Lansing 
and  afterward  located  on  a  farm  in  Conway,  Liv- 
ington  Connty,  where  lie  died.  Our  subjeit's 
mother  died  in  Maitrh,  IHHD,  at  tlie  age  of  sixty 
.^■earc.  She  waj*  a  woman  ()f  sterling  wortli  and 
Ntroiig  personality  and  bequeathed  the.se  ti'aitii  to 
Iter  son,     Slie  was  the  mother  of  three  childi-en. 

W.  \V.  Thorbuni  was  i-aised  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  the  rudimentary  portion  of  his  edu- 
cation at  the  dLsti-ict  school  of  Mason,  after  wliicli 
he  attended  the   Higli  School,  from  which  lie  waw 
gi-adiiated  with  honors.     When  hut  nineteen  yeaiw   1 
of  age  he  began  life  for  himself,  working  the  home 
farm,  then  taking  the  adjoining  faim  nnder  lii» 
jjioprietorship  and  continuing  the  cultivation  of 
this  until  he  was  twenty-two.     In  18SI  he  entered 
the  <^)ntiirio  ^'etednary  College  where  he  pursued 
liis  stndieu  for  two  yeai-s.  gi-adnating  in    1883,  at    . 
which  time  he    received    the  title  of    \'eterinar>'  | 
Surgeon. 

In  Feljruary,  1 8«4.  Dr.  Thorliurn  located  at  Ijin- 
sing  and  has  since  continued  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession here     In  It487  he  purcliased  the  ground  and    ' 
built  the  inhi  man  of  which  he  is  at  present    pro-    : 
prietoi-.     I  Ills  institution  is  complete  in  every  de 
tail,  liaving  all  the  lateit  impio^ements  and  i>eing   ' 
built  according  to  the   mo^t  advanced   sanitary   : 
theories   m   use  in  such  i>!ace'.     It  has  fine  box 
stalls,  pneumatic  tioughi   and  is  ijerfeetly  venti- 
lated and  lighted     It  is  moi-oover,  well  located,  be- 
ing convenient  and  actessible    both  by  reason  of  . 
high  road  and  imlnav  advantages,  t«  every  portion 
of  the  surrounding  counti\       Dr.  Thorburn  was 
the  tirst  gi-aduate  of  veteiinaiv    sui^ry  to  locale   ■ 
in  Lansing  and  is  the  oldest  piacticing  one  now 
here.     Much  of  his  pationage  is  from  adjoining 
counties,  as  well  as  fiom  his  own  locality.     Horse 
dealers   and   ownei-.  in    tat  n    Clinton,    Ingham, 


louia  and  othei  touutii-  lludDi  IIm.i  I  utii  -  In 
fliman  tin.  ~aff-l  and  -uH^t  |,l  a,  u  -cud  (nu 
animils  tint  piihaps  liiit  bun  liuit  in  Inm  mn- 
tncted  somt  di-«ast 

t>ui  -ubjett  idd-  to  his  \eteiinai  \  prnttKe  film- 
ing, being  the  ownei  of  two  hundred  and  foit^ 
aci'es  of  fine  land  in  Delhi  Township,  <mly  four 
miles  from  the  city  ()f  Holt.  It  is  devoted  to  stttck- 
farming  and  here  one  umy  find  some  of  the  finest 
sijecimens  of  equine  l)eauties.  He  is  engaged  in 
mising  blooded  horses.  Short-honi  cattle  and  tine 
wool  sheep.  His  pei-sonai  attention,  however,  is 
given  Ui  his  iutinnary,  liaving  an  exi^rieneed  fore- 
man as  sii|iorvis(ir  of  the  sltick  farm.  This  lasl- 
iiamed  place  is  well  improved,  buviuir  goud  build- 
ings and  beautifull_v-tilled  soil. 

Dr.  Thorburn  w!^  married  in  Moriicc.  Sliiawas- 
see  County,  October  20,  IH8(i.  His  bride  was  a 
Miss  Marion  Lang,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland- 
having  l>een  born  in  l^iark  Hall.  Lanarkshire,  Aug- 
ust l«,  IKIil.  S)ie  is  a  daughter  of  John  Lang, 
who  is  n  native  of  the  same  ])lftce  and  was  there  a 
carter.  Her  gmndfalher,  Thomas  Lang,  was  also  a 
carter.  Her  father  came  to  .\merica  in  l«t*(l  and 
located  lu  Delhi  Township  wliei-e  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  is  now  in  Alaiedon  Towusliip,  this 
county.  Mrs.  Thorburn 's  mother  was  in  her 
maiden  days.  Miss  Mary  Cleland,  also  of  Scfitch 
birth  and  ancestry.  S|ie  was  a  daughter  «)f  Tliomas 
Cleland,  a  farmer  in  Scotland.  Her  family  were 
adlicrenls  of  the  I'l-esbyterian  Church,  which  has 
so  large  a  following  in  Scotland,  of  the  strictest 
Calvinistic  kinds.  Mra.  Thorburn  is  the  fourth  child 
in  n  family  of  twelve  children  who  lived  to  be 
grown.  She  was  reai-ed  and  educated  in  her 
native  country  and  came  to  America  in  IUKI  in 
the  steamer  "Bolivia,"  a  delightful  trip  <if  nine 
da.ys  from  her  stalling  point  to  New  York.  Their 
sailing  (Mirt  was  Oreenock.  After  coming  to  this 
country  they  at  once  located  in  Delhi  Townsliip, 
where  she  lived  with  her  parents  imtil  her  marriagi^. 
One  child  graces  this  union,  a  boy,  who  is  the  pride 
and  object  of  the  fondest  hopes  on  the  part  of 
t>oth  parents. 

Our  subject  interests  himself  in  every  way  that 
can  be  of  advantage  to  him  in  the  acquiring  of 
knowledge  that  pertains  to  his  profession.     He  is  a 
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member  of  the  Slate  ^  eterinary  Medicftl  Associa- 
tion and  IB  on  the  standing  committee  in  regard  to 
legislation  m  \eteimary  matters.  He  is  a  constant 
attendant  upon  all  the.  State  meetings  and  is  an 
fl<li\e  woiker  in  this  society.  In  his  chureh  reia- 
tioni  oui  subject  la  hy  inclination  as  by  bringing 
up  a  memliei  of  the  Presbj'terian  denomination 
and  li«is  been  Tieasurer  of  the  church  in  Holt  for 
a  numbei  of  \eai«  In  his  political  predilection 
he  IS  a  thoiough  Kepuhlican,  finding  in  the  tenets 
and  doctiines  of  tliat  party  the  balance  of  wliat  is 
best  ami  tiue-t  in  political  life. 


ij  AMUEL  W.  HAMMOND.  He  whose 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
I  for  twenty  years  been  engaged  in  settling 
the  disput-es  of  people  whose  frailty  of 
temper  or  strained  ideas  of  equity  bring  tliem  into 
the  Justice  Court,  and  duiing  that  time  he  has 
commended  himself  to  the  good  j^races  of  just 
men,  and  liecome  the  terror  of  offenders  against 
our  laws.  He  was  honi  in  Ontario  County,  N, 
Y.,  June30,  IKSi,  and  is  the  son  of  Potter  and 
lluldah  (Robinson)  Hammond,  both  native.s  of  the 
Empii-e  State.  The  mother  having  died,  May 
1.1,  1837,  our  subject  with  his  father  soon  aft«r 
came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Hanover,  .Taekson 
County,  where  the  latter  enteied  some  Government 
land. 

Spending  his  boyhood  days  in  the  primitive  and 
often  uncleai-ed  wilds  of  Jackson  County,  the  lad 
giew  up  a  thoughtful  young  man,  with  a  natural 
ti-end  toward  logical  I'cnsoning.  He  there  began 
the  study  of  medicine,  i-eading  all  the  books  upon 
which  he  could  lay  hands.  He  afterward  attended 
the  Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
graduated  in  the  regular  pi-actice.  He  afterward 
located  at  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  where  he 
practiced  for  about  two  yeai-s.  In  the  meantime 
he  took  upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of 
married  life,  his  bride  being  Miss  Mary  Linder- 
raan,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Caroline  (Hnrton) 
Linderman. 

In  1852  our  subject  determined    to  go  to  C!ali- 


fomia,  and  uncertain  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
better  to  remain  there,  he  moved  his  family  to 
Mason  until  he  should  decide  upon  the  best  course 
to  pui-sue  in  regard  to  their  following  him.  There 
they  remained  until  he  had  been  gone  two  years. 
His  journey  out  was  made  by  the  overland  route, 
and  his  experience  in  crossing  the  plains  is  a  mem- 
Oi-able  one.  He  came  back,  however,  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus,and  found  the  variety  of  this  trip  de- 
lightful to  a  degree.  While  practicing  his  profes- 
sion in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Gate,  he  was  also 
engaged  in  mining.  On  his  return  he  established 
himself  at  Okemos,  in  Ingham  County,  where  he 
lived  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  joined  the  army,  being  appointed  by  Gov- 
Blair  as  Surgeon  in  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
Infantry.  He  was  with  that  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  was  often  placed  in  many 
dangerous  positions  while  in  the  line  of  duty  on 
the  field  of  battle.  He  was  a  participant  in  the 
campaigns  liefore  Atlanta,  Nashville  and  in  otlier 
battles.  At  Nashville  the  rebels  fired  upon  the 
hospital  in  Uie  face  of  some  half  dozen  yellow 
fiagB,  which  were  the  recognized  hospital  emblem. 
During  his  service  he  suffered  a  severe  spell  of  sick- 
ness, which  developed  into  spasmodic  asthma,  and 
after  his  return  from  the  army  he  had  to  discontinue 
the  practice  of  medicine,  because  of  the  shattered 
condition  of  his  constitution. 

Mr.  Hammond  moved  to  the  town  of  Mason, 
Ingham  County,  in  1870,  and  was  soon  after 
elected  to  the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  ever  since  served,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year.  Many  cases  have  been 
tried  before  him,  and  the  decision  of  but  few  has 
been  questioned  or  reversed.  Our  subject  has 
three  children,  who  have  taken  honorable  positions 
in  professional  and  social  life.  The  eldest  child,  a 
daughter,  Kate  M.,  manied  Dr.  Ferguson,  of  Oke- 
mos. He  is  a  graduate  of  both  the  old  school 
and  the  school  of  homeopathy,  uniting  in  the  two 
the  beat  theory  and  practice  found  in  each.  Eu- 
gene is  a  printer,  engaged  in  work  at  Philadelphia. 
Charles  Fremont  is  a  rising  lawyer  in  the  city  of 
Lansing,  this  state. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  votes  with  the  Re- 
publican party.     His  first  vote  was  cast  in   1844, 
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for  Mf II  IT  Clay,  luit  since  the  formation  of  tlio 
Itepiililicim  party,  lie  lifts  given  the  wei^lit  of  liiy 
vote  and  iulliienpo  to  il.  Mr.  Iliimiiiond  is  a  mem- 
ber of  tlii'  I'resfiyterian  CiLiireh,  and  i»  a  generous 
supporter  and  upholder  of  the  snra^.  In  his  social 
life  he  is  a  Master  ^irasoii. 


^>^<m 


.:^,N.SKL  li.  L.  CO\'KRT.  The  jientkimin  f 
■/-I    *"'"-'"'  "*■  ""'t*  '^  |jlefti«d  to  traee  Ins  an- 

i  *>  c'fstors  liaek  through  fj^eneratious  of  honoi- 
((^  afile  men  and  women  to  Fronoc.  wliew  th< 

name  was  <.ri^iia!ly  Ccmver.  The  famiU  w  i- 
driven  out  of  tlieir  native  land  ftnd  took  rtfusrc  iti 
Holland  where  the  prefix  Vtiu  was  added  to  tin 
name.  George  ^'anCouver,  the  distinguished  na\  i 
^tor,  was  a  memtier  of  the  family  during  tliat  pai  t 
of  itK  history,  'lliose  wlio  eame  to  Anieiiia  soon 
dropped  the  Dutch  prefix  and  Hually  ehanijed  tht 
imme  to  Covert.  The  niat«rnal  grandpai-ents  weie 
Isaae  and  I'oUy  ('handler,  natives  of  New  leine^ 
who  settled  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y..  at  an  earh 
date  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  \  evav 
Township,  Ingham  Connty,  early  in  the  hi'-toi  \ 
of  that  Beotion. 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  Covert,  Seneca  Counts 
N.  v.,  Jnne  12,  1881,  his  imrents  being  Mahlon 
and  Sallie  (Chandler)  Covei-t,  natives  of  the  ■^nw 
tovni.  Thepatei-nal  grandparents  wereBei-gnn  and 
j\nn  Covert,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  wei-e 
early  settlers  in  Seneca  C'ounty,  N.  V.  The  town- 
ship of  Covert  in  that  county  took  its  name  fi-oni 
this  family  and  at  one  time  no  one  but  Coverts 
lived  within  ite  bounds.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject grew  up  together  from  childhood  being  close 
neighbors,  and  wei'e  married  in  C'overt  and  made 
their  home  there  until  1837,  when  they  eame  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  what  is  now 
l-eslie  Township,  Ingham  Connty.  The  land  which 
they  took  was  all  in  a  wild  condition  and  heavily 
timl>ered  and  they  did  thorough  pioneer  woi-k  in 
subduing  it  and  v>utting  it  in  a  state  of  cultivation. 

The  widowed  mother  who  was  l»ereaved  of  her 
husband  la  February,  1888  when  he  had  completed 
his  four-scoi-e  years,  still  lives  on    the    old    place 


where  she  settled  ill  her  enrly   iLmn-ie<l    lilV.    fifty- 
1    four  years  ago.     She    has   now    <'oin])!eted    eiglity 
I  yeai-s  of  faithful  and  useful  life.  Her  husband  was 
a  farmer  all  his  lifetime  and  although  he  began 
without   means  obtained  a  hantisome  property  be- 
fore his  death      He  worked  his  way  up  alone  and 
liemg  a  man  of  d( tided  opinions  and  beliefs,  pos- 
I    se-wed  of  steilmg  intesiut^    and  a  keen    sense    of 
light  and  wioiig  ht  won  the  res]ject  and    admira- 
I    tion  of  all  who  kne\\  liim  and  exei-tod  a    decided 
influence    nvci   th<wc   with    whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact   He  was  onaiii  ilh    i  \\  liig  but  finally  became 
1  Republican 

Ihe  oilKf  of  Su[ni\isoi  of  Lcsli,,  Township  was 
twice  tilled  ii\  Alahion  ( in  ert.  i>esides  numerous 
olhtt  township  ofH((s  I'mth  he  and  his  wife  fonnd 
pleisuie  in  ittive  (liiiKh  «ork  and  were  members 
of  tlie  Baptist  (  hurth  Foi  moi-e  than  fifty  years 
he  was  a  Deiion  in  th  it  body  and  exeiled  a^great 
inttuenct  m  the  mittei-  of  iTligion  and  was  in 
e\en  sen-e  Useful  in  Ills  d8\  and  generation.  Tliey 
had  foui  childien  nimeh  .Vnsel  li.  L.,  Saman- 
that  ,Mai\  V  ind  Monmouth  I.  ai!  ..f  whom 
aie  li\ing 

Ihefaimm  Ushe  lownsliip  wa.s  the  siriu'  <if 
thi  tiih  life  of  oiii  -iiibject  after  his  parents  re- 
moved thithei  in  lHt7  He  i-eoeived  his  education 
in  the  (oinmon  sthool*  and  took  one  term  at  what 
IS  novt  the  Hillidale  College  then  located  at  Spiing 
iiboi  Muh  Heiemainedon  the  farm  with  his 
fathei,  teaching  school  dunng  the  winter,  until  lie 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  when  he  was 
elected  County  Clerk  of  Ingiiam  County  by  the 
Republicans  in  the  fall  of  18."(«.  and  hebi  that 
ofHce  for  four  yeai-s. 

After  leaving  his  clerkship  Mr.  (!overt  came  to 
liCslie  and  engaged  in  genei'al  merchandising  in 
partnership  with  Thomas  II.  Reed  and  at  the  same 
time  held  the  offices  of  .lustice  of  the  Teace  and 
Township  Clerk.  After  three  years  he  gave  up  his 
other  business  and  devoted  himself  entirely  to  his 
work  as  a  .lustice  and  after  a  yejir  when  the  Jack- 
son, lousing  it  Saginaw  1  {ail road  was  built  through 
Leslie  he  was  made  its  agent,  and  has  lK?en  railnuid 
and  express  agent  ever  since.  He  is  now  serving 
ills  twenty-sixth  year  in  that  capacity.  The  rail- 
road we  have  just  mentioned  is  now  known   as 
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the  Saginaw  Division  of  tlie  Micliigan  Central, 
witii  wliich  roaii  Jlr.  Covert  is  now  (wjiinectert,  lie 
owns  stock  in  the  I'eople's  liaiik  of  Leslie  and  haw 
acquired  the  yoesewiiou  of  a  fine  eighty-acre  farm 
in  l^eslie  Township. 

The  lady  who  so  graciously  presides  over  the 
li  Ki-tiiold  oJ  (nil  siil>|(«.t  became  Mis  Covtit 
Stptemliei  22,  18  »H  Uei  maiden  name  was  Mai> 
(  lioot  «id  hei  homi  wa- m  Afason  Mich  She  is 
a  native  of  the  Ui>h  tune  State  having  been  Ixtin 
in  I'hinouth  \\-\sm  County  in  im'l  and  i-  a 
daughter  of  Steplim  Hool  Ah  and  Mi-  (oveit 
liive  had  -ixthildicn,  nanith  John  I  (deitased) 
(am.  \uni(  (dtcta^tdl  (utiiidt  (.late  ind 
K  ttn 

(   INU    1-    till     wil<     H     Willis    1       I'ltkftt    of     tht 

Sdith  OnniM  (>l1>)  Nntinnil  Ilank  Sli.  is  a 
l\ptniilj.i  ind  stenugiaphei  and  is  the  onh  one 
of  the  I  hildieii  who  is  awa\  fiom  liome  Mi 
(<neit  ind  hi-*  wife  aie  attive  and  influential 
nicniljei-s  of  the  Uaptiwt  Climx-h,  and  tlieiis  is  one 
of  the  rejjiesentative  families  of  Ingham  County, 
SI'*  tlieiv  loiifi  if'sidence  hew,  their  sui>erior  char- 
acter, their  high  intelligence  and  ahilitv,  as  well  as 
their  social  qiialitiei-  jilmf  them  upon  the  highest 
plane.  Tlie  political  views  of  oiirsubject  have  led 
liim  to  affiliate  with  the  ]{ei>iiblican  party  and  lie 
is  I'esiJeeted  a»  one  of  it-s  strong  men.  lie  is  also  a 
representative  memlier  of  the  Inde|>endeut  Order 
c.f  Odd  Fellows  and  is  highly  respected  liy  tliefra- 


i^«Ki'«H*-itS*«^- 


J[ABKZ  IS.  U  TllEK.  is  a  farmer  and  st«ek- 
raiscr  on  section  SI,  of  nelhi  Township, 
iiigham  County,  Mich,  lie  has  ijaased  moix' 
^^  than  the  thi-eescore  and  ten  yeai-s  iisiiall_\- 
allotted  to  man,  and  yet  his  mental  faeulties  ai-eas 
unclouded  as  ever.  He  has  hei-e  ninety  acres  of 
land  of  wliicli  he  himself  is  the  active  proprietor, 
and  which  seem  to  suffer  no  diminution  of  care 
and  attention  from  the  early  yeni-s  when  it  was  his 
pride  to  ke«p  his  farm  on  a  par  with  the  liest  in 
the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  the  f^mpire  State, 
having    been    born    in    Clintai    County,  N.  Y, 


March  4,  1820.  lie  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Kunice  (Allen)  Luther,  the  former  ii  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  little  State  that  was  a  pioneer 
ill  the  Revolutionary  methods  adopted  toward  the 
mother  country,  and  which  sent  out  the  first  ship 
to  battle  for  independence,  llie  mother  was  a 
natne  of  A  ei  mont,  wliei-e  they  were  married  in 
South  lleio  Ihev  moved  to  Xew  Vork  whei'e 
Ml  Lutliei,  Sr  ,  was  engaged  in  farming  until  lie 
i-emoied  to  l^enawee  County,  in    1833. 

\\  hen  oui  lubjeet's  parents  first  entered  Mich- 
igan lht\  proceeded  immediately  to  enter  land 
from  the  <.oveinment,  and  to  thei'eon  make  a 
home  (Hit  Hub)ect  was  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  ten  (hildten  all  of  whom  gi-ew  up  and  made 
hfrnic  foi  them'-tlves.  There  are  now  but  three 
numl)ei*  of  the  family  living.  It  is  believed  by 
min\  mimbei-s  of  the  family  and  indeed,  tliei-e  is 
oidcnet.  of  tht  tintli  of  the  belief,  that  the  family 
ait  desctndant-  of  Martin  Luther,  the  father  of 
the  gi'eat  i-eform  niovement  in  Kuro])e. 

Col.  Pjhenezer  Allen,  onr  subject's  gi-antl- 
father,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  vfdif  an  own  cousin  of  Kthan  Allen,  that  Revo- 
lutionary hero  who  won  the  victwiy  of  Tieonder- 
oga.  (hi  the  very  day  that  the  death  of  the  old 
hero  occurred,  he  was  at  Mr.  Luther's  grand  father's 
house  and  pureha«ed'a  load  of  hay.  While  driv- 
ing home  in  the  gloamhig,  he  was  suddenly  strick- 
en down,  .a  victim  of  apoplexy.  Our  subject  haw 
bt't'ti  tbi-ee  limei<  married.  His  first  wife  lived 
i.'iily  tliree  months  and  ten  days  after  tlwir  mar- 
riage. Two  memliers  of  his  family,  his  wife  ami 
his  father,  wei-e  taken  in  two  c^onsecutive  months 
of  ISii.lioth  victims  of  malaria  that  di-ead  dis 
case  of  eaih  settleis.  His  wife  txputd  in  tht 
month  of  Septembei  and  hi*  fitlui  in  Ottolti 
Mr.  Luthei  came  to  his  pitsent  faim  in  1842  pui 
chasing  ont  hundred  and  twent\  acH*  of  his 
brother,  and  tiading  hn  interest  theicfoi  in  tht 
homestead  in  Lenawee  County,  The  yeai-s  since  that 
time  have  l«en  filled  with  a  constant  iiupnivement 
and  culture  of  his  place,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
prettiest  plobs  in  the  township,  having  a  good  class 
of  buildings  and  the  acres  spreading  on  either  side 
being  as  well  tilled  and  fruitful  as  they  are  fertile. 
Four    children     were    bom     of    Mr.    Luthei!- 
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second  marriage.  Only  one  of  these  is  liv- 
ing, now  residing  on  a  farm  in  .Tacfeson  County, 
MicU.;  he  has  two  children,  a  hoy  and  a 
girl.  One  grandchild,  a  son  of  Jane,  whose 
name  is  J.  I.  Shaw,  survives,  and  is  at  the 
present  time  a  hoy  of  ten  years  of  age.  By  the 
third  marriage  there  were  no  children.  The  land 
of  which  our  subject  is  proprietor,  is  worth  at  least 
*80  per  acre,  being  under  the  best  of  cultivation 
and  having  good  improvements.  Politically,  our 
subject  has  always  been  a  Democrat.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  is  an  Alliance  man,  believing  that  if  there 
is  any  advantage  to  be  gained  for  the  class  of 
wliich  he  is  one  and  a  representative,  that  his 
brother  agriculturists  must  unite  and  voice  their 
desires  through  one  of  their  own  representatives. 
He  has  never  had  any  ambition  to  fill  public 
office  and  has  always  refused  to  serve  in  any  such 
capacity. 


i       th 


i;,  ERRY  HENDERSON.  Age  has  its  prerog- 
)  atives.  No  matter  what  the  conditions  of 
■  the  social  standing,  there  are  some 
i|^  things  before  which  youth  instantly  and 
involuntarily  uncovei-s  in  the  presence  of  the 
silent  appeal  which  gray  hair  and  stooping  should- 
ers present.  One  of  its  prerogatives  should  be 
rest  from  the  laboi-s  for  there  are  surely  young 
men  and  women  enough  to  take  the  burden  from 
the  shoulders  that  have  so  long  borae  them.  He 
of  whom  we  write  has  shifted  the  burden,  and  is 
now  living  in  retirement  from  the  active  duties 
incident  to  business  life,  having  formerly  been  a 
merchant  and  miller  in  the  city  of  Mason,  Ingham 
County.  Beginning  at  an  early  age  the  serious 
business  of  caring  for  himself,  he  continued  through 
life  to  be  prudent  and  industrious  and  in  his  old 
age  is  able  to  retire  with  a  comfortable  competency 
that  insures  him  immunity  from  want  or  care, 

Mr.  Henderson  was  born  in  the  town  of  TuUy, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1815.  He 
is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Rachael  (Miller)  Hen- 
derson; the  father  was  a  Scotchman,  by  birth,  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day.  The  mother 


who  was  bom  in  America,  was  of  German  descent. 
Our  subject  was  bereft  of  both  parents  wben  but  a 
mere  child,  his  mother's  decease  occurring  when 
he  was  but  seven  yeare  of  age,  and  the  father  pass- 
ing away  when  he  was  only  eight.  His  oldest 
brotlier,  Peter,  was  the  first  white  cJiild  bom  in  tlie 
town  of  Tully,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  were  six  boys  and  three  girls, 
and  on  his  parents'  decease  he  was  taken  into  liis 
brother  Peter's  family  and  cared  for  by  him. 

Periy  Henderson  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm  which  his  brother  Peter  operated,  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  received  but  a 
common-school  education,  but  by  close  application, 
he  was  enabled  to  become  a  teacher  at  tlie  age  of 
nineteen.  He  taught  for  several  winters,  spending 
the  summer  months  in  farming.  He  then  worked 
by  the  month  for  one  year.  The  following  year 
he  opei-ated  a  farm  which  he  had  hired  and  then 
purchased  a  small  farm  of  seventy-flve  acres,  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  enabled  so  to  do,  proves  that 
he  had  been  economical,  hoarding  his  earnings 
until  they  aggregated  quite  a  sum.  He  continued 
to  own  the  farm  referred  to,  until  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1845,  He  was  married  February,  1838 
to  Miss  Huldali  Christian,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Huldah  (Heath)  Christian.  By  tliis  marriage  there 
were  seven  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living. 
Those  who  died  left  no  families.  The  living 
children  are  Henry  P.,  Wade  J.  and  a  daughter, 
whose  name  is  Catherine  E.  Henry  P.  was  born 
in  Tully  Township,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y , 
February,  1843.  After  coming  to  Mason  with  his 
parents,  he  studied  law  and  here  married.  He  was 
appointed  by  President  Cleveland,  Territorial 
Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Utah  and  served  for  a 
period  of  four  years.  His  home  is  now  in  Ogden, 
Utah,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  is  married  but  has  no  children. 
Wade  J.  was  born  in  Vevay  Township,  Ingham 
County,  1853.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  trade  in  Portland,  Mich.  His  partner  in 
life  is  deceased  and  their  only  son,  Richard  R, 
Henderson,  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  He 
served  as  a  page  during  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature,     He  is  but  fifteen  yeare  of 
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rtge,  and  parued  %2oi>.  t>w  suhjci'l's  only  living 
daughter,  Catluiriiif  K.  Ik'ndtTsoii,  w.is  lioi'ii  in 
18ij5.  She  liaj"  alwayt!  suflfered  the  diii«idvnutajje 
iif  haviiiff  p(X)r  health.  Sh«  niakt*  liev  liome  with 
Iter  father. 

Mr.  lleiKlfiwm  (.-Hiim  tv  Mifhijfaii  in  IH4o.  h«.'at- 
iiiif  ill  l.fujy  'ri)\vtifilii|).  Iiigliam  t'ounty,  whei-e  he 
|ULiy-hflfi('rt  a  farm,  iiviiij;-  tl|xiii  it  tor  a  period  of 
nine  yeftrc,  ,\t  tJie  expii'atioii  of  that  time  lie 
wflji  elected  Klienff,  and  it  l>eiiif>;  necessary  that  he 
fhoTild  have  a  more  «-enti-al  residence  lie  removed 
to  Mason,  and  wan  elected  Superintendent  of  the 
C'ounty  Poor,  serving  in  this  capacity  two  terms  of 
two  yeai-s  each.  He  had  pi-evioiisly  heen  StijXM- 
visur  of  I.eroy  'r<)wiisliji)  for  live  ytiarf.  and  after 
c<miinf>  to  Mason,  wn.s  elected  Sn}}Crvisor  of  \'evay 
Township  four  times,  'lliis  was  pi-evioiis  to  its 
separation  from  the  city  propei-. 

Politically  onr  snliject  is  a  Dcm-.c-rHt  of  the 
Jeffei'son iaii  stamp  and  ty])e.  lie  was  .Mayor  ol' 
tlie  city  for  one  term  and  has  served  as  Alderman 
from  the  tii-st  ward  a  numlter  of  times.  In  his 
relijrions  connection  lie  is  a  memlier  of  the  liaplist 
C'hiii-cli  as  is  also  his  wife,  and  he  i>erforms  the 
otHce  of  Deacon  in  that  hody.  Onr  siiiiject  was 
tlie  originator  and  uijlmilder  of  the  Pliiwiis  Flonr- 
ing  Mills,  ei-ccting  the  huildiug  and  staitmg  it  to 
running  in  the  fall  of  !«;)«.  He  wa.-  connected 
with  the  mill  some  ten  yeai's.  at  the  same  time  ! 
having  a  partnership  in  the  hardwai-e  husiness  and 
giving  it  a  general  oversight  from  the  yeai-s  186K 
to  IS**Jt.  lie  hatt  handled  agriciiltui'al  implements 
to  some  extent,  and  lia^  also  auctioneered.  He 
feels  that  at  liis  age  he  does  not  care  to  again 
enter  business  and  indeed,  tliere  is  no  necessity  for 
his  doiim  Ml. 


vipSLISHA  R.  SMEDLEV.  That  persistent  in- 
Ifcsr  dnsti-y  and  good  judgment  almost  inva- 
11'—^  riably  win  success  is  a  fact  whose  truth  has 
never  l>efn  disputed,  and  upon  the  j)ossessor  of 
these  traitfi  of  character  fortune  usually  sliowej-s 
her  blessings.  I>nnsing  Township.  Ingham  County. 
is  not«d  for  the  many   beautiful  farms  which  lie 


within  lier  Imundaries.  and  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted that  no  portion  of  the  State  has  l)een  im- 
|)roved  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  vicinity  of  the 
ca|)ital  city.  Business  and  pleasure  often  call  the 
ti'aveler  to  various  portions  of  the  township,  and 
aw  he  passes  along  the  I'ine  Ijike  Koad,  he  inva- 
riably pauses  with  admiring  gaze  at  the  home- 
stead of  Mr.  Smedley.  which  is  pleasantly  toc'ated 
one-half  mile  north-east  of  the  city  limits  of  l.an- 

It  is  only  tbrough  long  continued  effort  that 
Ml'.  Smedley  has  attained  to  his  present  position. 
wliei*  he  can  reflect  ujion  the  past  with  satisfac- 
tion and  look  forward  to  a  future  spent  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  comfortable  e<tm|»et«ncy.  His  line 
farm  on  section  2. comprises onehuudred  acres. and 
is  embellished  with  a  sulwtantiai  set  of  buildings, 
ibe  most  noticeable  among  them  lieing  the  &mmo- 
dioiis  residence  wliei-ein  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
dispense  ii  genei-ous  hospitality.  The  barns  are 
conveniently  arranged  and  ada|ited  to  the  storage 
of  giiiin  and  shelter  of  stock,  wliile  the  fertile  soil 
yields  to  tlic  careful  luishandman  a  binintiful  liai'- 
vest  of  gtilden  grain. 

The  owner  of  this  line  in'ojierty  is  the  son  of 
Solomon  (i.  and  Polly  (Wright)  Smedley.  native^ 
of  the  State  of  A'ermont,  who  removed  to  Tioga 
County.  X.  v..  in  lt*22.  and  fixmi  there  to  t»non- 
daga  County,  the  .simie  State.  In  that  county 
Klisha  U.,  of  this  sketch,  wa*;  boni  .lanuary  23, 
IH27,  and  Ihei-e  his  early  yeai-s  wei-e  iineventfully 
(tassed.  His  father  followed  the  tmde  of  a  blat^k- 
smith,  and  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1»I2,  and  served  on  Lake  Cliamplain 
as  a  Minute  Man.  An  honorable  man,  whose  every 
action  was  clmraeterized  iiy  integrity,  b.*-  dint  of 
his  industr.v  he  raided  himself  fiom  a  humble  rank 
to  a  i>osition  of  influence  in  the  comnuinity  where 
he  so  long  resided.  His  death  occui'i-ed  in  I8«9. 
attheageof  ninety-one  yeai-s.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  Samuel  Smedley,  wa)*  also  a 
jiative  of  Vermont. 

I'lKni  arrivhig  at  man's  t*tate,  our  subject  com- 
menced in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  and  pur- 
sued the  even  tenor  <tf  his  way,  engaged  in  a 
Ijcacefiil  conflict  with  the  unimproved  and  weed- 
producing  soil.     For  many  yeara  he  worfted  alone. 
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but  finally  concluded  tbat  he  could  accomplish 
more  with  the  aid  of  an  efficient  helpmate,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  wooed  and  won  as  his  wife  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Russell,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Russell,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  T.  The  bride  was 
born  in  that  county,  August  31,  1842,  and  was 
carefully  trained  by  her  parents  for  the  duties 
which  afterward  came  to  her.  The  ceremony 
which  united  her  with  our  subject  was  solemnized 
September  9,  1869,  and  of  the  happy  union  tlii-ee 
children  have  been  bom.  Frank  L.,  who  was  born 
October  22,  1874,  is  now  attending  the  Interlake 
ComiOercial  College  of  Lansing,  and  preijaring 
himself  for  a  commercial  life;  Orrin  E.  and  War- 
ren L.,  twins,  were  born  January  14,  1879.  War- 
ren died  in  infancy,  and  On'in  still  remains  under 
the  parental  roof. 

In  1866  Mr.  Smedley  came  to  Michigan,  pro- 
ceeding directly  to  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  now 
located,  and  which  he  had  purchased  one  year  pre- 
vious to  his  pei-manent  location  here,  ft  was  at 
that  time  timber  land,  and  all  the  improvements 
upon  it  stand  as  monuments  to  his  industry  and 
energy.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
served  his  fellow-citizens  in  various  positions  of 
responsibility.  lie  is  an  attendant  of  the  Metlio- 
dist  Episcopal  Churcli,  to  wliicii  bis  wife    belongs. 


eURTIS  E.  HAUGHAWOUT.  The  business 
men  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  are  a  class 
of  whom  the  city  may  well  feel  proud,  as 
they  have  added  gi-eatly,  not  only  to  her  financial 
strength,  but  also  to  her  reputation  among  the  cities 
of  Michigan.  Their  probity  and  enterprise,  their 
intelligence  and  united  efforts  for  the  upbuilding 
of  business  interests  in  the  capital  city  have  been  a 
power  which  cannot  be  lightly  estimated. 

Our  subject,  who  has  one  of  the  finest  stores  in 
the  city  and  is  a  man  of  genuine  and  widespread 
popularity,  is  in  the  retail  grocery  trade.  He  was 
bora  in  Brimfleld,  Portage  County,  Ohio,  January 
7,  1856  and  is  the  son  of  Charles  Ha ughawout  who 
was  a  farmer  and   an   early  settler 


The  grandfather,  Peter,  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by 

birth  but  died  in  Urimfield.     The  father   came   to 

Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1871  and  located   at  North 

Lansing  where  he  engaged  in  fanning  and   still 

;  owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining  thecorpora- 

;  tion.     Tlie  mother,  who   was  Sai-ali,   daughter  of 

I  John  Boosingei',  was  bom  in  Brimfleld,  Ohio,  and 

1   died  in  North  Ijansing  at  the  age  of  fifty-flve  years. 

I    Slie  was  a    devoted    member   of   tlie    Universalist 

i    Chureli,  and  our  subject  was   her   only   child    by 

this  union.     By  her  first  marriage  she  has  one, son, 

!   E.  D.Sawyer,  who  enlisted  in  I861,mtheForty-sec- 

j   ond  Ohio  Infantiy,  and  served  until  the  close  of  tlie 

j   war,  laming  out  of  the  army  with  the  rank  of  a  Ser- 

I    geant  He  now  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  a 

prominent  citizen  of  that  city,  being  the  ex-Slieriff  of 

the  county. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  brought  up  as  farmer 
boys  are  upon  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
school.  He  attended  the  North  Ijansing  School 
and  later  the  High  School  and  at  tlie  age  of  eigh- 
teen years  took  a  course  in  Bartlett's  Business  Col- 
lege. He  then  obtained  a  situation  as  bookkeeper 
for  R  E.  Hart,  a  miller  at  North  Lansing,  and  re- 
mained witli  him  for  s*)me  time,  finally  taking 
charge  of  the  business  whenever  Mr,  Hart  was  away. 
After  being  manager  of  this  concern  for  some  five 
years,  he  started  int«  business  for  himself.  He  had 
meanwhile  engaged  in  buying  wheat  on  the  street 
at  North  Lansing  for  Hart  Bros. 

In  1883  our  subject  started  in  the  grocerj-  busi- 
ness, becomhig  a  partner  with  his  father  under  the 
firm  name  of  llaughawout  &  Son.  They  established 
themselves  first  in  North  Lansing  on  Turner  Street 
and  afterward  on  Franklin  Street.  Three  years 
later  they  stai-tfid  a  branch  store  on  Washington 
Avenue  in  Lansing,  which  was  especially  under  the 
chaise  of  the  son,  while  he  still  continued  as  part- 
ner in  the  original  store.  After  an  experimental 
six  months,  the  young  man  sold  out  his  interest  in 
the  old  store  to  liis  father  and  devoted  himself  en- 
tirely to  his  new  store,  enlarging  it  and  improving 
it  and  soon  being  able  to  buy  out  his  father's  in- 
terest in  tlie  Lansing  enterprise.  IVo  years  lat«r 
he  sold  out  the  entire  business  and  then  began  in  a 
drugstore,  in  the  Smith  Block  on  Washington  Ave- 
nue.    Six  months  later  he  removed  his  stock  to  hisi 
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[H'useut  sUnH  and  lulded  n  line  of  ffrocerie:^.  He 
found  lliis  t(j  lie  the  inofe  profitable  venture.  iin<I 
disposing  of  his  drug  business  lias  since  theu  en- 
larged and  improved  his  grocery  store,  until  he  has 
one  of  tlie  best  establishments  in  the  eit\-, 

Ida  Klder  was  tlie  name  by  wliicli  Mrs.  llaugha- 
wout]  wasj  known  in  her  maiden  days.  She  was 
married  in  1879  and  is  a  daughter  of  Oapt.  Mathew 
Elder,  an  architect  by  pi-oEession,  who  died  from 
the  effect  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  Gettys- 
burg, His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1881.  Mr. 
llaiighawout  has  served  one  term  as  Alderman  of 
the  First  Ward  and  has  also  been  Suiiervisor  for 
one  year.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Itnights  of 
Pythias.  Although  he  does  not  devote  much  time 
to  politics  he  gladly  serves  his  party  upon  the  Ward 
Committee,  and  he  has  an  unfailing  confidence  in 
the  futiii-e  prosi>erity  of  the  Democratic  party. 


P"^  REDERK'K  J.  \A-:K.  On  tlie  opposite  page 
;  appeai-s  a  portrait  of  ilr.  Lee,  who  is  a 
prominent  capitalist  located  in  Howell, 
Mich.  He  is  a  worthy  represenbitive  of  a  distin- 
guished family  in  which  warriore,  educators  and 
men  who  have  l>een  jKjtent  in  commercial  life  tiave 
been  conspicuous.  Mr.  Lee  is  a  native  of  Gi-een- 
vill.  Green  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  bora  May  18. 
1821.  He  is  the  son  of  Guy  C.  and  Sally  (Bene- 
dict) I^e,  natives  of  Castleton,  Vt  and  Danbury, 
Conn.  The  former  was  a  tkiiner  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1836  at  which  time  he  purchased  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  this  county, 
located  on  sections  7  and  8. 

For  twelve  years  Guy  C^.  l^ee  resided  upon  the 
farm  that  he  purcliased  on  lirst  making  his  advent 
in  this  State  and  then  traded  it  for  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  lying  within  the  village  limits  of 
Howell.  I'pon  this  place  he  built  a  home  and 
lived  until  his  decease,  which  toot  place  in  18;)1. 
His  wife  died  in  1873.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
childi-en,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  George  \V., 
Henry  R,  Laurella,  Clara  and  Frederick  .1.  Only 
tw()  of  these  are  now  living,  they  lieing  our  subject, 


of  whom  we  shall  attempt  to  give  a  correct  though 
concise  biogi'aphical  sketch,  and  Henry  B.,  a  wealthy 
gentleman  who  lives  in  Ypsilanti. 

Our  subject  in  his  boj  hood  was  surrounded  with 
the  best  of  infiuences  His  fither  who  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  vcrj  b  eilth^  men  of  the  county, 
while  not  a  church  memliei  was  a  strictly  moral 
man.  Profanity  was  unknown  to  his  lips,  neithei' 
did  he  use  tobacco  oi  stimulants  of  any  kind.  Ho 
was  a  mdical  tempciance  man  and  observed  the 
Sabbatli  day  veiystrirtlj  His  father  and  onr  siili- 
ject's  grandfather  was  Col.  Noah  Lee,  his  wife  be- 
ing Dorcas  (Bird)  Ijce.  They  were  liotli  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  former  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  served  as  Colonel  in  the  Itevo- 
Uitionary  War.  He  also  served  dui'ing  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  liaving  fli-st  enlisted  when  fifteen 
\  eais  of  age  but  was  afterwaixl  rejetfted  on  account 
ot  his  \outh  (bie  of  the  staff  of  ottlcei-s  standing 
b\  when  he  went  to  enlist  said,  "enlist  liim  and  I 
will  takt  him  as  a  waiter."  Thus  he  was  accepted 
and  swoin  in  as  a  soldier,  this  being  in  1761. 

\ftei  the  wai  (.ol.  Noah  I^e  with  Amos  Bird 
Has  the  fli-st  white  man  that  ever  stopped  over 
night  in  (.-ctleton  TownsJiip.  Rutland  County,  Vt. 
Ihe^  aecuied  a  laige  amount  of  land  and  liecame 
settleiN  of  piominenee.  Tlie  gentleman  was  asso- 
Liated  with  sume  of  the  Colonial  heroes  and  the 
following  IS  a  letter  wi-itten  by  lOthan  Allen  to  Col. 
Lee: 


1  Ethan  Alien 


C.\ 


T.  No 


Sir: — This  moment  1  have  I'eceived  yours  of  tlie 
23d.  True,  I  am  much  encumbered  in  business, 
nevertheless  I  am  apprised  that  Skeeiiborough  is 
an  important  post  which  must  be  occupied  by  the 
ai'iny  for  liberty.  I  am  satisfied  that  you  have 
conducted  worthily  in  that  station  and  am  con- 
tented you  should  command  that  post,  except  you 
take  some  adequate  command  with  me  in  the  front 
part  of  the  ai-my.  I  expect  shortly  the  Continental 
Congress  wiU  appoint  a  commander  for  this  depart- 
ment, so  that  you  need  hot  hold  your  preferment 
under  either  the  corps  of  G.  M.  Boys  or  Col.  Arnold. 
Undoubtedly  we  shall  all  be  rewarded  according  to 
our  merits  in  tliis  or  the  coming  world 
From  your  friend, 

Ethan  Allkn." 
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Col.  Noah  Ijee  enlisted  the  Green  Mountain 
boys  on  his  own  account  and  was  an  active  leader 
in  the  campaign,  supplying  the  needsof  the  soldiers 
from  his  own  private  resources.  He  was  married 
in  1772  and  died  May  5,  1840,  at  Castleton,  Vt. 
His  wife  died  in  March,  1830.  TJieir  family  com- 
prised eight  children.  Tlio  firet  of  this  branch  of 
the  Lee  family  to  come  to  this  country  was  John 
Lee,  who  was  born  in  Essex  County,  England,  in 
1620.  He  crossed  the  ocean  in  1634  and  settled 
at  Hartford,  Conn.  Our  subject  belongs  to  tlie 
fifth  generation  who  have  lived  in  this  country. 

Frederick  J.  Lee,  our  subject,  received  his  edu- 
cation at  Castleton  and  attended  the  academy  in 
Canastota,  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  after  com- 
ing West  with  his  parents  he  attended  the  Ann 
Aibor  academyand  then  returned  to  Castleton,  Vt, 
wliei-e  he  entered  the  Castleton  Seminary.  After 
finishing  his  education  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  the  township 
of  Unadilla,  Livingston  County.  Gov.  Winans 
was  one  of  his  pupils  at  this  time  and  our  subject 
assures  us  that  the  Governor  was  one  of  the  hrig'ht- 
estboys  in  school.  The  winter  of  1844  ourMibject 
spent  as  a  clerk  in  the  house  of  F.  Denison,  in  Ann 
Arbor. 

On  returning  to  Howell  our  subject  engaged  in 
the  mereantile  business  with  his  brother,  George 
W.  liCe,  under  the  Arm  name  of  Lee  &  Bro.  They 
remained  together  for  six  years  at  which  time 
George  W.  bought  out  the  interest  of  our  subject 
who  tooic  as  tiis  partner  Mr.  Lemuel  Mpooner,  en- 
gaging in  business  with  him  for  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  they  sold  out  their  business 
and  our  subject  entered  the  real-estate  business, 
t)eing  one  of  the  first  to  launch  out  in  this  direction. 

The  IJvingston  Republican,  which  firet  appeared 
in  1853  and  was  the  first  Bepuhlican  paper  of  this 
county,  was  largely  indebted  to  the  personal  energy 
of  Mr.  Lee  for  its  inception.  In  1868  our  subject 
was  Revenue  Collector  of  this  district,  which  com- 
prises six  counties — Livingston,  Oakland,  Lapeer, 
Macomb,  St.  Clair  and  Sanilac.  After  serving  for 
two  years  he  resigned  his  ollice.  He  has  also  been  a 
memberof  the  Council  and  School  Board  and  during 
the  war  was  most  of  the  time  Deputy  United  States 
Marshal  and  also  Marshal  of  the  village  for  one  year. 


Mr,  Lee  has  added  several  additions  to  the  town 
of  Howell.  In  1887  he  with  L.  S,  Montague  platted 
au  addition,  and  with  Mr.  McPhersons,  of  this 
town,  platted  au  addition  to  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.  The  addition  comprised  thirteen  acres. 
This  was  in  1881.  Mr.  l^e  is  the  ownerof  a  large 
tract  of  land  in  the  Northern  part  of  this  State 
and  also  was  quite  a  large  property  owner  in  Mis- 
sissippi, His  residence  on  Walnut  Street  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  town,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  most  pleasant  homes.  He  also 
lu»s  a  number  of  other  houses  in  the  village  which 
he  rents,  besides  business  property. 

In  1847  Mr,  Lee  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Martha  Alcott,  of  Rockingham,  Vt,  the 
daughter  of'Elias  Alcott.  Only  one  child  was  the 
fruit  of  this  marriage,  a  daughter  named  Rosa  E.. 
now  Mrs.  E.  G.  McPhei'son.  She  is  the  mother  of 
four  children  whose  names  are  George,  John,  Wil- 
liam and  Belle,  Mrs.  Martha  Lee  died  in  Septem- 
ber, 1875.  By  a  second  man-iage  our  subject  was 
uniteil  with  Miss  Harriet  Norton,  of  Detroit,  wlio 
presented  her  husband  witli  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Hattie.  Mrs.  Harriet  Lee  died  September  22, 1886. 
By  a  third  marriage  our  subject  became  the  hn.s- 
band  of  Miss  Alice  A.  Lee,  of  Poultney,  Vt  She 
is  a  daughter  of  George  L.  and  Eliza  (Graham) 
I.ee.  Mr.  I-ee  is  a  Republican  and  one  of  the 
pn>minent  men  of  the  county. 


ii^RED    D,    WOODWORTII,  M.    1).     We 
lir;^  pleased  to  giv 


■ o-       —  our  list  of  the  iiest   citi- 

%  ""^  zens  of  Ingham  County,  the  professional 
men  wtio  have  made  their  mark  therein,  and  we 
take  special  pleasure  in  presenting  the  name  of  Dr. 
Woodworth,  of  Onondaga,  who  was  bom  in  Black- 
man  Township,  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  December 
9,  1846.  This  gentleman,  who  has  made  for  him- 
self a  name  and  place  in  the  profession,  is  a  son 
of  George  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Mcintosh)  Wood- 
worth,  both  natives  of  tlie  Empire  State,  wlio  cjime 
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to  Michigan  the  Ist  of  September,  183L  The 
lineage  and  early  liistory  of  tliis  interesting  family 
is  worth  the  perusal  of  the  reader,  and  will  be 
found  in  connection  witli  the  sketch  of  J.  D. 
Woodworth,  M.  D.,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Eight  childreu'of  this  family  grew  to  maturity, 
and  Pi-ed  was  tlie  youngest  of  the  dock.  He  was 
I'eared  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Blackman  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  and  availed  liimself  thor- 
oughly of  a  common  school  education,  attending 
High  School  also  at  Jackson,  He  remained  with 
Lis  mother  until  1866,  and  for  three  years  prior  to 
that  date  he  had  been  studying  civil  engineering, 
but  he  finally  decided  to  abandon  the  pm-suit  of 
that  branch  of  education  and  to  give  himself  thor- 
oughly to  prepai-ation  for  the  medical  professsion. 
He  was,  no  doubt,  largely  influenced  in  this  deci- 
sion by  the  fact  that  he  would  be  able  to  study 
under  the  superintendence  of  his  brother,  Dr.  J.  D. 
Wood  worth,  of  Leslie. 

After  reading  for  some  time  with  his  brother  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  after  a  two  years'  course  there 
became  a  student  of  tlie  Detroit  Medical  College, 
wliere  he  took  his  diploma  in  the  spring  of  1869. 
The  young  Doctor  then  began  liis  practice  at  Les- 
lie, and  after  a  year  and  a  half  located  in  1872,  in 
the  village  of  Onondaga,  where  he  has  built  up  an 
excellent  practice,  having  given  himself  entirely 
to  the  pursuit  of  his  profession.  He  owns  a  small 
farm  in  the  vicinity  and  takes  a  lively  intarest  in 
its  culture. 

The  Kepublican  platform  and  declarations  em- 
body the  political  views  which  are  held  by  Dr, 
Woodworth,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  that  party 
he  feels  a  deep  interest.  He  iias  held  sundry  local 
offices,  such  as  Township  Suixirvisor,  Township 
Clerk,  School  Inspector,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Committee.  lie  has  attained  to  the  third 
degree  in  the  order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen. 

Dr.  Woodworth  was  liappily   iiinrried   to  Miss  | 
LoHisc  C.  Baldwin,    October    !»,    187;i.     This  lady   I 
was  born   in    Livonia,    Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
March  2,1835,  and  previous   to  her  marriage  had 


been  a,  resident  of  Onondaga.  Her  parents  were 
Thomas  K.  and  Dorcas  (Greene)  Baldwin,  are  na- 
tives of  Vermont.  No  children  have  brightened 
the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Woodworth,  but  their 
kindly  nature  leads  them  to  make  life  pleasant  for 
othei-s,  and  their  influence  in  the  community  is  al- 
ways for  good. 


JOSEPH  W.  BAILEY.  One  of  the  pleasaut- 
est  homes  in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  is 
the  one  which  is  jointly  presided  over  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey,  whose  intelligence  and 
aflfability  ci'eat*  about  them  a  delightful  atmosphere 
of  hospitality  and  genuine  enjoyment.  In  their 
society  their  friends  find  a  pleasant  respite  from 
the  cares  and  fatigues  of  business  and  home  duties, 
as  well  as  an  intellectual  stimulus  in  the  best  di- 
I'ection. 

Our  suhjectj  who  is  carrying  on  business  in  the 
line  of  real  estate  and  insurance  in  connection 
with  his  partner,  Mr.  Klockseim,  was  formerly  an 
editor  in  Portland,  Ionia  County.  He  was  born 
in  Battle  Ci'eek,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1847,  his 
honored  father  being  James  Bailey,  a  Yorkshire- 
man,  who  was  a  fancy  silkweaver  and  also  a  music 
teacher.  His  weaving  was  of  a  superior  kind  and 
one  of  liis  specialties  was  the  manufacture  of  hand- 
some vest  patterns,  which  were  at  that  time  ex- 
ceedingly popular.  He  came  to  Battle  Creek  iu 
1842,  and  engaged  in  work,  both  at  his  trade  and 
as  a  teacher,  but  later  acquired  a  farm  in  Eagle 
Township,  Eaton  County,  which  lie  carried  on 
fai-ming  during  the  summei-s.  and  sijent  the  win- 
ters in  teaching. 

In  1856  he  sold  his  property  in  Eaton  County 
and  removed  to  Portland  Township,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  took  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eigiity-three  acres,  and  remained  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  His  father, 
Richard  Bailey,  had  come  with  him  to  Ionia  County 
where  he  si>ent  the  I'cmainder  of  his  daj's,  lie  was 
ft  miner  in  England.  Sovinn  Pitchforth,  the  mother 
of  onr  subject,  who  was  also  of  Yorkshire  birth, 
came  hither  with  him  and  died  in  1880,     Of  het 
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nine  cbildren  our  subject  was  the  next  to  the 
youngest  and  was  brought  up  upon  a  farm  and 
educated  in  the  district  schools  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  nine  years,  after  which  he  attended  the 
Portland  schools. 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  our  subject  began  busi- 
ness life  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  establishment, 
but  after  one  year  he  decided  to  enter  the  news- 
paper business  in  connection  with  the  l*ortlan(i 
Advertiaer,  which  had  already  been  inaugurated, 
but  which  was  at  that  time  printed  in  Grand 
Rapids.  After  nine  months'  experience  the  young 
man  bought  out  his  partner  in  this  paper  and  con- 
tinued it  alone,  and  soon  enlarged  it  and  continued 
it  under  the  name  of  the  Portland  Obset-ver.  It 
became  a  six-column  quarto,  and  besides  publish- 
ing the  paper  the  office  became  well  known  as  an 
efficient  job  office,  where  excellent  work  could  be 
had  upon  prompt  time.  He  gradually  worked  into 
the  I'eal-estate  business,  and  in  1882  sold  out  his 
paper  and  devoted  his  time  entirely  to  this  new 
line  of  work,  Ilo  built  the  Observer  Block  and 
continued  there  until  1888,  and  finally  bought  out 
Mr.  S.  M.  Miller,  of  the  firm  of  Sliller  <fe  Klock- 
seim,  which  now  became  Klockseim  &  Bailey.  Wiiile 
living  in  Portland  he  platted  eighteen  acres,  which 
is  known  as  "Bailey's  Addition  to  Portland."  He 
still  owns  Portland  property  and  is  also  one  of 
the  largest  real-estate  dealers  in  this  city.  Besides 
this  specialty  the  firm  is  largely  interested  in  in- 
surance and  represents  some  fifteen  comi>anies. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  took  place 
August  20,  1872,  and  which  was  solemnized  in 
Eagle  Township,  brought  to  liis  home  an  amiable 
and  faithful  helpmate,  in  the  person  of  Miss  Dana 
Jenison,  daughter  of  the  Hon,  William  F.  Jeni- 
son.  This  lady  was  born  at  Eagle,  Clinton  County, 
where  her  family  were  early  settlers,  and  she  re- 
ceived her  education  at  Ypsilanti  and  taught  in 
the  Lansing  schools  before  her  marriage.  Mr.  .Jeni- 
son is  a  prominent  and  wealthy  farmer  in  Clinton 
County  and  for  some  time  acted  as  its  Sheriff.  8ix 
children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bailey,  namely:  Mary,  Willie,  Lena,  Stella,  Eva 
and  Bessie. 

The  lifteen  years  during  wliich  Mr.  Bailey  was 
engaged    iji,  newspaper   work  in   Portland  were 


years  of  prosperity  and  progi-ess  in  that  little 
town,  and  his  work  no  doubt  contributed  largly 
to  promote  many  of  the  movements  for  im- 
provement which  were  being  forwarded  at  that 
time.  That  he  was  appreciated  in  this  way  was 
evident  from  the  fact  that  he  was  made  President 
of  the  village  for  two  years,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  his  removal  from  Portland  and  tor  seveml  yeai-s 
previous  Village  Assessor.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  decided  Republican,  and  dui'ing  the  days 
when  he  had  the  ear  of  the  people  through  his 
paper  his  "trumpet  sent  forth  no  uncertain  sound." 
He  is  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons at  Portland,  and  is  connected  with  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church.  As  a  citizen  of  tliorongh  integ- 
rity, enterprise  and  intelligence,  he  is  highly  prized 


^^j  OL,  -lOlLN  <;.  SNOOK.  The  lionorahlo  tille 
[|(  that  prelixes  our  suliject's  name  is  an  insig- 

■^^P  nia  of  the  loyalty  with  which  he  has  served 
his  time  and  nation.  Over  a  century  ago,  it  would 
have  been  thought  degrading  to  have  taken  up 
arms  for  what  many  people  even  to-day,  consider 
an  inferior  race,  but  the  essence  of  tnitli  and  prin- 
ciple was  lacking  in  our  nation  as  long  as  there 
was  a  freedom  restricted  to  certain  classes,  and 
those  who  were  consistent  and  loyal  to  the  Consti- 
tution to  which  the  wisest  men  of  our  nation  gave 
tlieir  approbation  and  countenance,  could  only  Ik^ 
maintained  by  concessions  on  one  side  or  a  foi'ced 
flght  for  local  rights. 

He  of  whom  we  write  now  resides  in  Mason, lug- 
ham  County,  Mich.,  where  he  has  a  pleasant  and 
attractive  home.  He  was  born  June  3,  1845,  at 
Waterloo,  Seneca  County,  N.  T.,  and  is  a  son  of 
Casper  and  Caroline  (Groif)  Snook,  natives  of 
Sussex  County,  and  Seneca  County,  N.  Y. 
respectively.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  moved 
from  Alichigan  when  our  subject  was  about  three 
yeai-s  old  and  located  In  Argentine  Township, 
Genesee  Countj-.  Here  our  subject  silent  his  boy- 
hood days  on  a  farm  learning  the  duties  incident 
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to  tlie  life  of  a  farmer  lad,  and  engaged  in  laying 
during  the  winter  months,  the  foundation  for  a 
good  common -school  education. 

When  only  a  lad.  Mr.  Snook  enlisted  in  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion  joining  the  regiment  in  Septem- 
ber, 1862.  He  WHS  one  of  Company  I),  of  the  Sixth 
Micliigan  Cavalry,  and  first  served  as  a  private  in 
Gan.  Custer's  Mictiigan  Brigade,  of  Sheridan's 
division.  He  is  proud  of  the  fact  that  he  served 
in  thirty-seven  engagements.  He  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Falling  Water,  July  14.  1863,  although 
prior  to  this  he  liad  a  Jiorse  sjiot  under  him  at  Ce- 
dar Creek  iu  1864.  At  the  time  of  Slieiidan's 
famous  ride,  tlieir  brigade  was  detailed  to  eover  the 
retreat.  He  was  in  tlie  hospital  about  eiglit  months 
after  tlie  battle  of  Falling  Water,  having  lieen 
wounded  in  theriglitthigh,  a  Iwllfrom  an  enemy's 
rifle  shatteiing  the  bone  without  breaking  it.  He 
was  at  the  time  of  his  wound,  serving  as  Corporal 
and  was  afterward  made  Sergeants  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  his  time  not  yet  liaving  expired,  lie  was 
sent  West  under  Gen.  Custer,  to  have  an  oversiglit 
over  the  Indians.  This  occupied  about  six  months, 
during  which  our  subject  was  in  one  engagement 
at  Willow  Springs,  Dak,  His  time  expiring,  during 
the  Indian  compaign  lie  was  held  over  time  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  outbi'eak  at  wliicti  tlie  Indians 
wei-e  subdued,  he  was  disdiarged. 

After  Mr.  Snook's  return  from  the  army  it  was 
necessary  that  he  learn  some  business  by  whieli  lie 
could  aupijort  himself,  and  lie  at  once  bent  his  en- 
ergies to  making  himself  familiir  with  the  liarness- 
makers' trade,  being  so  engaged  m  I  mden  Oen- 
esee  Count>,  Mich  He  worked  it  that  tiade  fcr 
about  five  yeais  and  in  the  meantimi.  was  maiiied 
December  2d,  1868  to  Miss  Mni\  Beaih  whose 
home  was  m  the  same  place  it  which  he  was  occu- 
pied. Slie  !•«  a  daiiffhtei  i  f  (  hilion  and  >lizal«>tti 
A.  (Squires)  Ik-itli  in  J  vi  1  n  Mn  (I  I'^il  it 
Rochester  N  "^ 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  transferred  lii^  atten- 
tion to  the  Imsiness  of  carriage  trimming  which  lie 
followed  in  the  town  of  Linden  for  about  sixteen 
jeai-sandin  April,  1885,  iie  removed  to  Mason, 
where  he  began  the  same  work,  and  is  yet  thus  en- 
gaged, being  successful  to  a  gratifying  degree  in 
his  chosen  calling,  and  indeed,  it  could  scarcely  he 


otherwise,  for  so  neatly  is  his  work  done,  and  so 
perfect  the  finish  that  it  could  not  fail  to  find  pat- 
ronage. Our  subject  has  three  children  who  have 
come  to  brighten  the  home  of  himself  and  wife. 
Carrie  E.  was  born  in  Linden,  this  State,  June  19, 
1 871,  She,  however,  united  her  fortunes  with  those 
of  a  young  farmer  in  Vevay  Township,  by  name, 
A.  M.  Young,  William  V.  who  was  born  January 
30,  1873,  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School,  than 
which  there  ai-e  none  better  throughout  the  State. 
It  prepares  its  graduates  for  the  Freshman  class  in 
any  X'niversity  in  the  State.  He  has  also  taken  one 
year  in  Albion  College,  and  is  ambitious  to  fit  him- 
self for  a  professorship  in  some  of  our  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning.  Casper  J.,  the  third  child,  was 
born  at  Linden,  February  5,  1885. ' 

Casper  Snook,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
March  1",  1817,  and  his  decease  occuri-ed  February 
13,1858.  Our  subject's  mother  was  bom  October 
9,  1820,  and  is  still  living,  making  her  home  witli 
him  of  whom  we  write.  Formerly  theoriginal  ofour 
sketch  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
since  1872  he  has  identified  himself  with  the  Pro- 
hibition party,  feeling  that  in  the  promulgation  of 
the  principles  not  only  of  temperance,  but  in  the 
|)rohtbitJou  of  the  making  and  selling  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  is  the  safeguai-d  to  which  we  have  to 
look  to  the  future  prosperity  of  our  land.  He  is  a 
Captain  of  Company  F,  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
the  Slate  Militia.  In  his  church  i-elations  he  has 
been  identified  for  many  years  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  t'hureh,  in  which  he  \s  both  Stewardand 
CI  ass- Leader. 


'fOHN  F.  EOl'SE.  Uui- subject  is  a  native 
of  the  city  that  Michigan  is  proud  to  claim 
j_  .,  ns  her  educational  center,  and  one  whose 
'J^f'  college  standing  in  many  departments  ranks 
with  the  liest  universities  in  the  land.  Mr.  Rouse 
now  holds  tlie  position  of  County  ('lerk  in  the 
town  of  Mason,  Ingham  County,  and  in  this  capac- 
ity finds  many  an  opportunity  to  make  himself  of 
great  service  to  the  people  and  is  always  obliging, 
attentive  and  ready  to  do    what   he  can.     He  was 
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bora  at  Ann  Arbor,  July  28,  1851,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Leadiey)  Rouse,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mr,  Rouse's  parents  were  both 
children  when  they  came  to  this  country  with  their 
parents.  His  father,  who  wasaciooper,  followed  his 
trade  in  Ann  Arbor  and  in  Chicago,  where  he  lived 
some  eleven  years. 

While  living  in  the  metropolis  of  Illinois,  John 
Bouse  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
of  the  Fifty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
1864.  He  served  about  eighteen  months,  and  al- 
though in  eleven  battles,  received  only  a  few 
slight  wounds.  The  mother  moved  to  Michigan 
soon  after  lier  husband's  enlistment  in  order  that 
she  might  be  among  her  own  people  in  his  absence. 
After  his  discharge,  our  subject's  father  came  to 
this  Stat«,  and  located  in  Lansing  where  he  started 
a  cooper  shop  of  his  own,  and  followed  his  ti-ade 
unti!  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  April 
1,  1891,  in  the  city  of  Lansing. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  in  his  boyhood  i-e- 
ceived  a  good  practical  education,  enjoying  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  public  schools  of  the  city 
of  Chicago,  and  afterward  taking  an  additional 
course  in  the  Commercial  College  of  Lansing,  this 
State.  After  finishing  his  education  he  learned 
telegraphy  and  served  m  the  capacity  of  operator 
for  about  ten  years  in  Lansing.  While  still  man- 
ager of  the  telegraph  ofHce  he  was  elected  City 
Clerk,  and  was  re-elected  at  different  times  until 
he  served  seven  terms  in  all.  After  the  expiration 
of  his  term  on  his  last  election,  Mr.  Roiise  engaged 
in  the  coal  business,  running  a  general  retail  trade 
in  which  he  was  proprietor  of  several  local  of- 
fices. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  elected  County  Clerk 
of  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  1888,  and  he  served  in 
this  position  for  four  years.  May  13,  1880,  he 
took  the  important  step  of  uniting  bis  fate  for  bet- 
ter or  worse  with  that  of  Miss  Catherine  Sattler,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Barbara  (Hux)  Sattler. 
Mrs.  Rouse  was  born  .it  Freedom,  Washtenaw 
County,  August  28,  1853.  Her  parents  were,  like 
her  husband's,  both  from  Germany.  One  child  has 
come  to  their  home  to  brighten  the  domestic  life 
and  to   make  stronger  the  bond   that  binds  to- 


gether husband  and  wife.  She  was  born  May  23, 
1881,  and  her  name  is  Nellie  B.,  a  bright  attractive 
little  miss,  who  is  the  joy  of  her  fond  parents. 

While  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Rouse  met  with  an  acci- 
dent in  Jones  &  Chapin'a  cooper  shop,  liy  which 
lie  lost  his  left  arm.  At  the  time  he  was  only 
eleven  years  old  and  the  accident  was  deeply  de- 
plored by  himself  and  parents.  He  is  the  eldest  in 
a  family  of  eight  childi'en,  all  of  whom  are  still 
livhig.  Albert  F.,  the  second  son  in  the  family, 
is  at  attorn ey-at-law  in  the  city  of  Lansing;  he 
also,  strange  to  say,  by  an  accident  similar  to  that 
of  his  brother,  is  deprived  of  his  arm.  His  loss 
was  caused  by  the  running  away  of  a  team.  The 
other  children  are  Emma,  Catherine,  William  F., 
Mary,  Edward  and  George,  Emma  is  now  the 
wife  of  C.  Adelbert  Gary,  who  is  a  clerk  in  Lan- 
sing; Catherine  married  Arnold  Brown,  who  was  .a 
large  lumber  dealer  in  Lansing;  William  F.  alt-n 
makes  his  home  in  Lansing,  where  he  conducts  !i 
large  meat  market;  JIary  married  Fi-ank  Nice,  who 
is  engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Michigan  Central 
road,  making  ills  headquarters  and  home  at  Lans- 
ing; Edward,  who  is  a  cooper  by  trade,  and  George, 
who  is  a  clerk  in  a  large  clotldng  stoi-e,  both  reside 
in  Lansing. 


JOHN  D.  WOODWORTII,  M.  D.  It  is  not 
merely  by  a  knowledge  of  drugs  and  nos- 
ti'uras  that  a  physician  gains  success.  In 
order  to  attain  true  eminence  he  must  ])os- 
sess  the  spirit  of  patient  research  into  the  intricacies 
of  the  human  form  divine,  and  kindly  sympathies 
which  wilt  give  to  those  who  have,  called  him  in 
counsel  confidence  in  his  humanity  as  well  as  his 
skill.  The  career  of  Dr.  Woodworth  of  I^slie 
Township,  Ingham  Coimty,  one  of  the  leading 
practitioners,  has  been  creditable  in  tlie  extreme, 
both  professionally  and  personally.  A  man  of  fine 
attainments,  intellectually,  with  broad  and  liberal 
views,  he  has  fortified  his  mind  with  a  store  of 
useful  knowledge  both  special  and  general  through 
his  habits  of  thought  and  observation.  He  com- 
mands an  extensive  practice,  stands  high  in  social 
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and  financial  cirelea  and  is  tlie  occupant  of  a  pleas- 
ant liome  in  tlie  village  uf  Leslie. 

Among  the  blessings  \vliicli  kind  Provident*  has 
bestowed  upon  Dr.  Woodworth  is  his  amiable  and 
excellent  wife,  a  lady  of  rai-e  qualities  of  mind  and 
character,  who  has  in  all  i-espects  been  his  assistant, 
taking  pride  in  his  »ucce»s  and  in  sustaining  the 
reputation  and  standing  of  the  family.  The  native 
place  of  Dr.  Woodworth  was  Pembroke,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  his  bii-th  February 
28,  182t!.  HIm  immediate  progenitors  were  George 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (Mcintosh)  Woodworth,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Otsego  CoiLiit,\-, 
N.  Y.,and  the  latter  was  born  in  Rensselaer  County, 
the  same  State. 

The  patemal  gi-andparents  of  our  subject  were 
Samuel  and  Sybil  (Danforth)  Woodworth,  natives 
of  New  England,  who  settled  in  Western  New 
York  at  an  early  day.  Samuel  Woodwoilh  served 
in  the  lie  volution  a  ry  Army  and  our  subject  now 
has  a  relic  which  was  made  by  him  while  in  the 
service,  at  the  time  the  ti'oops  wei'e  stationed  at 
Valley  Forge.  He  died  in  Western  New  York  and 
his  widow  came  to  Michigan  many  yeai's  ago  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  her  days  in  Jackson  C'o\mty. 
The  maternal  granditarents  of  Dr.  Woodworth 
were  Scotch  people,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Kdinburg.  The  gi-andfather  died  in  Western  New 
York  and  the  grandmother  in  Jackson  County, 
Mich. 

George  and  Klizabeth  Woodworth  wei-e  reared 
and  married  in  Central  New  York  and  took  up  their 
i-esidence  in  the  Tei-ritory  of  Michigan  in  1831 
They  had  been  living  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
whence  in  183(1  Mr.  Woodworth  came  West  and 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  which  now  forms  the  estate 
of  I.aliue  H.  Woodworth,  a  brother  of  our  subject. 
This  land  is  situated  on  section  22,  Blackman 
Townslii]),  .l.iekson  County.  Returning  to  the 
I'^t  he  brought  his  family  to  tliis  homestead,  which 
continued  his  pl.acv  of  residence  from  tliat  time 
until  the  middle  of  February,  I8B2,  when  he  closed 
his  eyes  in  death. 

\'ery  few  families  were  living  in  this  vicinity  at 
the  time    of    Mr.  Woodworth's    arrival    here,  and 
many  privations  were  endured  by  these  pioneers.    ' 
The  journey  was  accomplished  by  teams  to  Buffalo, 


thence  across  the  I^kes  to  Detroit  and  the  remain- 
der of  the  journey  was  made  with  ox-teams.  It 
was  a  trip  of  almost  untold  hardships,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  ford  all  the  stieams  which  were  without 
bridges  and  to  remove  many  impediments  which 
were  ill  their  way.  They  were  constantly-  in  dan- 
ger from  wild  beasbs  and  the  savages  who  still  lin- 
gered near.  Mrs.  Woodworth  walked  the  whole 
distance  from  ]>etroit  to  .lackson,  with  a  babe  in 
her  arms  as  the  roads  were  had  and  the  wagons  so 
heavily  loaded  that  she  could  not  ride. 

Aft^r  the  arrival  of  this  family  in  their  new 
home  they  found  the  Indians  very  troublesome, 
and  at  times  the  few  white  settlere  were  obliged  to 
go  to  .lackson  for  pi-otection.  Mre.  Woodworth 
was  at  one  time  severely  injured  by  being  kicked 
around  the  yai-d  by  an  Indian.  With  unflagging 
energy  and  sturdy  determination  Mr.  and  Mre. 
\V<iodworth  struggled  on  amid  privations  which 
we  can  scarcely  realize,  instilling  into  the  minds  of 
their  children  the  principles  which  animated  their 
own  lives,  and  gradually  gathered  about  them  the 
comfoits  which  they  so  richly  merited.  Mr.  Wood- 
worth  erected  a  good  house  and  made  other  sub- 
stantial improvements  upon  his  farm,  placing  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty -five  aci'cs  which  comprised 
it  under  excellent  cultivation.  Mrs.  Woodworth 
is  still  surviving  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  having  been  boni  April  28,  1802.  She 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  LaRue  H.,  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  County,  and  is  en- 
joying the  fi-uits  of  her  arduous  toil  in  earlier 
yeai-s.  She  retains  her  faculties  remarkably  well 
and  still  reads  without  glasses  in  her  declining 
yeai's.  The  parental  household  consisted  of  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  namely:  John  D.,  Helen, 
.leaniiette,  Thomas  J.,  George  O.,  Henry  L.,  Corae- 
lia,  Frances,  and  Fred  D. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  eldest  of  his  father's 
family  and  was  brought  to  Michigan  in  1831  by 
his  parents,  being  then  only  five  yeai's  of  age.  His 
iKiyhood  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Black- 
mail Township,  Jackson  County,  ni  the  way  cus- 
tomary in  that  early  time.  He  remained  at  home 
laboring  with  his  father,  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen  when  he  went  to  Jackson  to  attend 
school.     His  earlier  studies  had  been  pursued  in 
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the  common  distiict  school  and  under  the  influence 
of  careful  parental  training  he  became  imbued  with 
those  sentiments  of  honor  and  morality  which  have 
given  him  so  high  a  standing  among  his  fellow-men. 
After  four  years  in  Jackson  which  he  spent  in  ac- 
quiring an  academic  education  he  began  reading 
medicine  with  Dr.  Abram  Sager,  then  of  Jackson. 
In  1848  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chi- 
cago taking  liis  diploma  from  that  institution  in 
the  spring  of  1851.  Very  soon  afterward  he  lo- 
cated in  Leslie,  and  since  that  time  has  been  con- 
stantly and  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  having  filled  out  forty  years  of  profes- 
signal  service. 

The  Doctor  is  a  plain,  unostentatious  man,  who 
moves  quietly  through  the  world,  doing  much 
good  that  most  of  those  who  Icnow  him  know  not 
of.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  liis  honored 
father,  he  is  a  decided  Republican  and  without 
neglecting  his  profession  he  has  found  time  to  in- 
tei-eat  himself  in  the  public  and  political  affairs  of 
his  county.  After  flllhig  other  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  he  was  brought  forward  by  the 
Republican  party  as  their  candidate  to  the  State 
Legislatui-e,  and  was  duly  elected  in  1861  and  re- 
elected two  years  later,  serving  in  both  sessions 
with  ci'edit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituent here.  The  position  of  Supervisor  and 
other  minor  town,  village  and  school  offices  have 
been  well  filled  by  him.  He  is  not  connected  with 
any  religious  denomination,  but  believes  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  churches,  and 
gives  freely  of  his  means  to  cliurch  and  charitable 
organizations,attending  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Leslie  of  which  liis  wife  is  a  member.  He  has 
taken  the  Royal  Areh  Degree  in  the  Masonic  order. 
The  lady  who  became  Mrs.  Woodwoi-th  January 
15,  1850,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Mary 
Orcutt,  and  was  then  living  in  Jackson.  She  was 
born  near  Rutland,  Vt,  in  1829  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Zebina  and  Mary  (Hall)  Orcutt,  both  Vermont- 
ers.  Mr.  Orcutt  died  in  Pennsylvania  and  Mrs.  Or- 
c  utt  in  Chicago,  III.  Dr.  Woodworth  and  his  young 
wife  began  life  together  in  a  modest  i-esidence  in 
the  village  ot  Leslie,  forty  years  ago,  and  have 
labored  together  to  establish  a  pleasant  home  whieli 
without  pretentions  to  elegance,  is  encircled  by  an 


air  of  cuStui-e  and  refinement  and  a  delightful  re- 
treat from  the  work  and  worry  of  the  outside 
world.  The  Doctor  has  secured  a  comfortable  com- 
petence and  owing  to  his  advanced  age,  he  is  now 
gradually  withdrawing  from  professional  duties, 
and  is  preparing  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
quiet  retirement.  The  union  of  this  couple  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  childi-en,  namely; 
Mary,  Zach,  Blanche,  Ward  and  George.  The  last- 
named  child  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half 
years,  but  the  others  are  living. 

Dr.  Woodworth  is  personally  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  of  men,  genial  and  companionable,  a 
man  who  never  fails  to  malie  friends  wherever  he 
goes.  The  family  occupies  a  high  position  in  the 
social  circles  of  this  county,  and  the  Doctor's  chil- 
dren are  helping  to  reinforce  the  social  prestige 
which  their  parents  have  established.  The  name 
of  this  skillful  and  useful  physician  will  he  held  in 
remembrance  long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to 
his  fathers, 

PRANKLIN  C.  Mc  EUEN  is  the  owner  of  a 
very  productive  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-thi-ee  acres  on  sections  17  and  20, 
Alaiedon  Township.  He  was  born  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  May  13,  1854.  His  fatlier, 
Albert  Me  Euen,  was  bom  in  Concord,  Ohio,  in 
1825,  and  is  a  retired  farmer  now  living  in  Ovid, 
Mich.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a  Methodist 
minister  and  preached  in  various  places  in  the  State, 
having  come  here  in  1853.  Our  subject  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-flve  years  of  age, 
working  on  the  farm  and  attending  disti-ict  school. 
W^hile  living  in  Ovid  he  spent  two  years  very 
profitably  in  the  Union  schools,  laying  a  solid 
foundation  for  a  good  English  education.  He  then 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  for  one  year,  the  fol- 
lowing year  purchasing  seventy-iive  acres  of  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  but  running  heavily  in 
debt  for  the  same. 

Tliat  our  subject  has  not  worked  in  vain  during 
the  years  that  liave  passed  since  his  purchase  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  added  to  the  original 
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farm  from  time  to  time  until  lie  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land,  tlial  is  well 
improved  and  all  free  from  ineumbi-ance,  Febru- 
ary 28, 1877,  he  was  married  to  Joanna  Kennedy, a 
daughter  of  Willian  Kennedy  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
ship. From  tills  union  two  children  have  been  born : 
Grade,  whose  birthday  is  September  24,  1880;  and 
Gertie,  who  was  born  July  4, 1 884.  During  the  past 
eleven  years,  Mr.  Mc  Euen  and  his  wife  have  done 
an  incredible  amount  of  hard  work  and  they  have 
made  more  money  in  that  time  than  any  other 
young  couple  in  the  township  of  Alaiedon.  Start- 
ing with  no  assistance  from  any  quarter  they  have 
from  tlie  income  derived  from  the  farm  alone  paid 
off  all  indebtedness  and  made  improvements,  while 
the  average  farmer  has  found  it  difHcult  to  pay  the 
interest  on  his  indebtedness.  Mr,  Mc  Euen  lias  lifted 
a  large  mortgage  and  secured  a  competency  tliat  is 
usually  acquired  only  after  a  lifetime  of  haid  work 
and  economical  saving. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  fii-m  Republican  and 
is  recognized  by  his  pai-ty  as  one  of  their  strongest 
representatives  in  Alaiedon.  For  the  past  three 
yeai's  he  has  been  Supervisor  of  liis  township,  and 
when  we  remember  that  the  township  is  solidly 
])einocratic  his  continuance  in  office  speaks  worlds 
for  his  standing  in  the  township.  He  is  well  in- 
formed on  all  questions  of  the  day.  Personally 
Mr.  Mc  Kuen  is  a  verj'  genial  gentleman  and  has 
a  host  of  warm  friends  in  Alaiedon  Township. 


y(l  RS.    MARGARET    Cl!S'TER    CALHOUN, 

the  present  State  Librarian,  was  appointed 
i  to  the  position  March,  1891;  she  is  a  sister 

of  Gen.  Custer  and  widow  of  Lieut.  James 
Calhoun,  heroes  in  the  battle  of  the  Little^  Big 
Horn.  Tlie  lady,  who  is  distinguished  not  only 
for  her  high  connection  with  military  heroes,  but 
also  for  her  fine  presence,  striking  individuality, 
culture  and  accomplishments,  holds  her  friends  and 
admirers  by  the  magnetism  of  individual  and  per- 
sona! power.  She  was  bom  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  H.  and  Maria 
(Ward)  Custer.     Her  father  was  a  fanner  at  the 


time  of  her  birth,  and  removed  from  Ohio  to  Mon- 
roe, Mich.,  when  Mrs.  Calhoun  was  but  a  small 
child. 

Mrs.  Calhoun,  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  educated  and  spent  her  girlhood 
days  in  Monroe.  One  winter  she  spent  with  her 
brother.  Gen.  Custer,  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
and  at  that  time  (1870)  met  Lieut.  Calhoun. 
TJiose  who  have  read  Mrs.  Custer's  charming  book, 
"Boote  and  Saddles"  can  understand  how  a  woman 's 
presence  is  appreciated  in  camp  life  on  the  frontier, 
how  every  soldier,  from  general  down  to  scullion, 
willingly  bows  before  a  charming  woman  and  offers 
her  the  delightful  compliment  of  his  devotion. 
Miss  Custer  took  the  hearts  of  all  by  storm,  but 
after  two  years  spent  in  a  courtship  that  was  car- 
ried on  chiefly  by  correspondence  she  became  the 
bride  of  Lieut.  Calhoun.  After  their  m.trriage  he 
was  stationed  in  Elizabeth  town,  Ky.,  being  with 
Gen.  Custer's  Seventh  Cavalry.  Later  he  was  de- 
tailed fai'ther  South  to  Lincolnton  and  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  jtnd  in  the  spring  of  1873,  with  their  regi- 
ment went  to  Dakota.  Mrs.  Custer  and  Mrs.  Cal- 
houn made  the  journey  of  five  hundred  miles  up 
the  Missouri  River  from  Yankton  to  Ft.  Rice, 
proceeding  thence  to  Bismarek,  the  entire  trip  be- 
ing made  on  horseback.  During  the  summer  of 
the  same  year  Mrs.  Custer  and  Mrs.  Calhoun  re- 
turned to  Monroe,  Mich.,  to  visit  the  parents  of 
the  latter,  while  the  regiment  was  sent  to  the 
Yellowstone  to  guard  the  engineei-s  who  were  sur- 
veying the  route  for  the  Northern  I'aciflc. 

In  the  fall  of  1873,  when  the  regiment  went  in- 
to winter  quarters,  Mrs.  Calhoun  went  back  to  Ft, 
Abraham  Lincoln  where  she  remained  for  the  win- 
ter. The  following  summer  the  regiment  went  out 
on  the  Black  Hills  expedition,  during  which  time 
Mi-8.  Calhoun  again  returned  home,  going  back  to 
her  husband  at  It.  Lincoln  in  the  autumn  of  1874. 
The  regiment  did  not  leave  the  ensuing  summer, 
remaining  near  the  fort  in  temporary  camp.  In 
1876  the  regiment  for  the  last  time  took  leave  of 
their  dear  ones  and  went  forth  to  what  proved  to 
he  a  most  terrible  battle,  that  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn  in  Montana.  They  were  surprised  by  the 
Indians  June  25,  and  the  result  of  that  expedition 
is  one  that  darkens  the  page  of  the  annals  of  his- 
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tory  mi  wliioii  it  appeals,  }>eiug  well  known  to  all. 
'Hiei-f  LifUt.  Calhouii.  threeof  tlie  bi-others  of  Mrs. 
CallKniii  and  a  nephew  were  killed.  The  ladieti 
renijuiifd  in  the  Went  until  Aiignst;  when  they 
it'turned  tii  the  heait-hi-oken  i>areiit*'  in  Micliigau. 
'I'hc  following  winter  Mi-s.  I'dster  went  to  New 
York,  iind  Mrs.  ('Rlliomi  ftaid  at  hev  home,  giving 
her  undivided  time  and  thought  to  earing  for  her 
iiiVLilid  mother  whose  sad  life  was  pi-olonged  until 
.fanuar.v.  1««2.  Her  father  is  still  (1S91)  living, 
iiged  uiglity-fDur. 

The  family  Iwing  so  i^educed  in  nunibera  only  the 
fiillier  lieing  left  Iwsides  herself,  arrangements  were 
made  hy  wliieh  he  should  make  his  home  with  ii 
brother  who  lives  on  a  I'ann  not  a  great  distance 
from  Monroe.  Mi-s.  (lallioun.  feeling  that  she 
must  Imve  .tome  Absorbing  oeeupation,  went  t<i 
Detroit  to  study  dramatic  elocution  undei'  Mrs. 
Kdna  Chaffe-Noblc,  who  is  the  head  of  the  cele- 
brated training  wchool  of  elocution  liearing  her 
name.  Her  naturally  tine  talent  being  here  culti- 
vated and  |x>lished,  she  has  since  devoted  her 
attention  to  this  branch  of  art  and  lias  given  read- 
ings througliout  diffei'en  t  parts  of  the  (•ounti\\".  She 
wan  thus  engaged  wlien  her  appointment  of  State 
Ijibi'arian  was  made  known  to  her,  and  although 
she  has  always  been  received  most  coi'dially  and 
graciously  by  the  j5ublic,  she  has  gladly  taken  the 
position  to  which  she  is  appointed  a.-^  a  token  of 
veupect  that  tlie  citizens  of  lior  adopted  State  give 
to  the  dear  tmes  who  are  gone. 

Mrs.  JVIargaret  Cnster  t'alhonn  lias  made  a  great 
sueeest.  as  an  eloi-utionist.  She  has  much  of  the 
dash  and  euthusiasm  of  her  distinguished  brother, 
.tnd  pei-soually  is  gifted  with  great  ease,  grace, 
power  and  magnetism.  The  pi-ess  notices  that  have 
l>een  given  her  throughout  the  country  show  her 
to  be  an  elocutionist  of  the  highest  order,  and  one 
who  does  not  ape  the  style  or  mannerisms  of  sonic 
one  else,  but  whose  impersonations  show  a  genius 
in  their  originality  of  conception.  She  is  possessed 
of  a  very  sweet  and  clear  voice  and  her  readings 
are  given  with  such  power  of  expression  that  one 
loses  his  identity  in  listening  to  hei'.  She  has  not 
worked  foi'  herself  aloue  but  has  given 
benevolent  institutions  the  advantageof  her  spli 
did  tfllent.     So  gracious  ha.*  been  her  submis-sion 


to  the  great  trouble  to  which  slie  ha.-  been  subjected 
and  so  vniselfish  her  work,  lluit  wc  arc  reminded  of 
the  summing  up  of  the  character  <tf  Lucile. 

"The  mission  of  genius  on  earth!  To  uplift, 

Purify  and  confirm  by  its  own  gi-aeious  gift, 

The  world,  in  despite  of  the  world's  dull  endeavor 

To  degrade  and  drag  down  and  <ippo8e  it  foi-ever. 

The  mission  of  genius:  To  watch  and  to  wait. 

To  renew,  to  redeem  and  to  regenerate. 

The  mission  of  woman  on  earth!  •         *         • 

•         •         *         •         •     Born  to  nui-se. 

And  to  soothe,  and  to  solace,  t^i  help  and  to  heal 

The  sick  world  that  leans  on  her." 


!'_  KNHY  D.  BAirniOLOMKW.  A.M.  It  is 
IrjJ;  siud  that  the  three  most  popular  profes- 
ij^  sions  at  the  present  day  are  medicine,  law 
\.(®1  and  civil  engineering,  and  the  weight  of 
favor  among  the  young  graduates  that  are  yearl_\' 
turned  out  from  our  colleges  seems  to  lie  in  the 
last-named  direction.  It  was  not  so  when  our  sub- 
ject took  up  this  study,  although  perhaps  the  siip- 
p[y  was  fully  equal  to  the  demand,  for  there  were 
not  then  »o  many  railroads  or  mammoth  pnblie 
building*  that  reqnii-ed  the  aid  of  the  scientiflc  en- 
gineer as  at  the  present  time.  Mr.  liartholomew 
wa.-  born  hi  U'addingtou,  then  in  Madrid  Town- 
ship, St.  I^wrence  County,  N.  V.,  Febriiary  !ii, 
1H3I,  and  during  his  lifetime  he  lias  seen  great  ad- 

The  gentleman  of  whom 
Charles  I).  Bartholomew,  f 
place  with  his  son  and  Ik) 
Unr  subject's  gi-audfatlicr  w 

a  native  ()f  Farmington,  ('» 
1761.  He  wa.s  in  the  lievolutionary  War  fron 
178(1  until  the  close,  and  in  17H6  removed  to  Tin 
month,  \t.,  where  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  unti 
IHOl.  and  then  removed  to  WaddingUm  Town 
shi]),  N.  V.  lie  was  the  first  militia  captain  com 
missioned  in  St.  Ijiwrenee  County,  X,  V.  He  wai 
a  thorough -going  Whig  and  greatly  interested  ii 
|K>litJcs.       Our    subject's    gi-eat-graudfather     wii. 


write  is  the  son  of 
ative  of  tlic  same 
January  U).  IHIK;. 
Isaac  Bartiiolomt'w, 
.,  and  thej'c  born  in 
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Abraham  Bartholomew  who  died  in  Conneeticiit 
while  yet  in  early  manhood.  His  father  was  also 
named  Abraham  and  liis  father  was  Isaac.  The 
next  ancestor  was  William  and  the  one  preceding 
him  was  also  William  Bartholomew,  who  was  born 
at  Buford,  England,  in  1602.  The  town  of  Bn- 
ford  is  only  eigliteen  miles  northwest  of  the  old 
University  City  of  Oxford.  This  last  named  Will- 
iam Bartholomew  came  to  America  September  18, 
1635,  landing  in  Boston  at  that  time.  He  made 
the  journey  hither  on  the  sailing  vessel  "  Oriffln" 
and  soon  after  landing  located  at  Ipswich,  Mass. 
He  was  tliere  engaged  as  a  merchant  and  at  tliat 
early  day  was  the  hero  of  many  adventures.  His 
daughter,  Abigail,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  In- 
dians when  only  four  yeai-s  old  and  witli  twelve 
other  children  was  carried  away  to  Canada.  They 
were  kept  in  the  tribe  until  their  parents  had  paid 
a  ransom  of  ^200  sterling,  tlieir  return  home  being 
made  in  May,  1678,  and  having  been  prisoners  for 
eight  months.  They  were  the  fi ret  prisoners  taken 
by  the  Indians  from  Massachusetts  to  Canada  for 
the  purpose  of  exacting  a  ransom.  This  ancestor 
of  our  subject  was  the  general  court  representative 
for  Suffolk  County  and  received  a  commission  as 
Lieutenant  in  command  of  tlie  militia  of  the  town. 

Charles  I).  Bartliolomew,  the  father  of  the  orig- 
inal of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
St,  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y,  He  followed  his 
calling  of  agriculture  steadily,  never  having  been 
away  from  the  home  farm  for  a  whole  month.  He 
was  considered  well-to-do  for  the  time,  having 
l)een  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acres  of  good 
land  in  Waddington  and  Lisbon.  He  was  Captain 
of  the  State  Militia  and  was  elected  major  of  the 
company,  but  refused  the  commission.  He  died 
February  1 1 ,  1889.  For  a  number  of  years  before 
his  death  he  was  Deacon  in  the  Universalist 
Chui-ch. 

As  a  young  lady  Mr.  Bartholomew's  mother  wns 
Betsey  Hawley.  She  also  was  bom  in  Wadding- 
ton, although  her  father,  John  Hawley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont.  He,  however,  emigrated  at  an 
early  day  to  St  Lawrence  County,  locating  on  a 
farm  there  in  1803.  His  first  home  here  was  on 
the  banks  of  the  St.  I^wrence  River  at  the  nar- 
rows, but  sixyeai-slaterhe  located  in  Madrid  Town- 


ship and  there  resided  until  his  decease.  His  father 
who  was  of  English  descent,  was  boni  in  Con- 
necticut but  died  in  Vermont,  and  his  mother 
died  in  the  year  of  1862.  She  was  the  parent  of 
eight  cliildren,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Of 
the  eight  he  of  whom  we  write  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  lie  was  reared  on  tlie  home  farm  and  in 
bis  boyhood  attended  the  common  schools  in  the 
distiict  and  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  Eng- 
lish branches.  He  remained  at  home  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  past  twenty  years  of  age  attending 
school  at  the  Ogdensburg  and  Canton  Academy. 
During  the  winter  he  pursued  the  study  of  the 
Latin  and  French  languages,  following  the  same 
outline  of  study  that  he  had  in  school.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  entered  the  New  York  Cen- 
ti-al  College  at  McGrawville,  Cortland  County, 
and  there  attended  over  one  year.  In  1853  he 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan  with  a  determi- 
nation to  acquire  a  degiee  in  the  classical  course. 
He  entered  tlie  junior  year  and  was  graduated  in 
Jime,  1854,  having  the  right  to  append  to  his  name 
tlie  honorable  initials  A.  B.  He  then  became  the 
assistant  of  J.  M,  Gregory  in  his  school  at  Detroit 
and  continued  with  him  until  1856. 

In  the  spring  of  that  year,  he  of  whom  we  write, 
went  to  Chicago  and  became  a  teacher  in  the 
Gregory  Commercial  School,  remaining  in  that  po- 
sition for  one  year.  The  following  year  he  became 
a  book-keeper  in  the  packing  establishment  of 
Cragin  &  Co.,  and  the  next  year  was  engaged  in 
teac^iing  in  Gregory's  Kalamazoo  Commercial 
School,  January  1,  1859,  Mr.  liartholomew  came 
to  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  and  soon  after  went 
into  partnei-ship  with  Dr.  I.  H,  Bartholomew  in  tlie 
drug  business.  They  were  also  proprietors  of  the 
grocery  store.  At  ttie  end  of  two  yeare,  however, 
our  subject  sold  out  his  interest  and  in  1861  be- 
came a  clerk  under  John  Owen,  the  State  Treas- 
urer, and  in  1867  he  succeeded  James  Tui-ner  as 
the  Deputy  State  Treasuier,  and  held  that  office 
until  April,  of  1874,  during  which  time  he  had  en- 
tire charge  of  the  business.  These  ofHces  were  all 
tendered  him  and  were  entirely  unsought.  In 
1874  he  resigned  his  position  and  soon  after  went 
to  New  York  and  went  back  to  his  old  home  on  the 
farm  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  His  wife's 
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ln'aUIi  t'jiiled  ill  t«7H,  and  won  after  in  the  fall  he 
ivluiiitiii  to  Micliigan,  and  in  1873  was  ajipointed 
Vily  Siirveyoi',  wliicli  ijowition  lit  htu*  held  wltli 
that  of  Civil  Kngineer  ever  since.  In  1889  lit- 
Iwfuuie  >Seoi'et«vv  of  the  Union  Biiildinjf  and  Lo.Ttt 
Aswu-iation  in  thic  t-it_v. 

Ml'.  Bartholomew  is  called  upon  to  do  nearly  ull 
the  plaltiug  that  is  done  in  and  about  t!ie  city  and 
also  in  different  |)arts  of  tlie  St-ate  and  has  been 
special  examiner  of  dty  plats  since  188.5.  Our  sub- 
ject wa.*  married  in  l>etroit  in  July,  1855,  to  Miss 
Julia  Hpi'ague,  a  native  of  Xew  York.  She  died 
without  issue  in  the  city  of  Lansing,  lie  was  a 
second  time  united  in  marriage,  his  bride  lieing 
Miss  .lane  E.  Howe.  Their  nuptials  were  cele- 
brated in  Manchester,  this  .State,  in  May.  IH(!2. 
She  also  was  a  native  of  New  York  State,  bom  in 
IJainbridge,  Oneida  County,  and  came  to  Michi- 
jiian  in  1831  witli  lier  pai'ents.  She  enjoys  the  diis- 
tinction  of  iteing  the  oldest  living  white  woman  in 
the  city  of  I^ansing.  She  came  liei-e  on  a  visit  !i 
week  after  the  capital  had  lieen  located  liei-e.  Onl.y 
two  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  imion.  Tlie 
eldeet,  a  daugliter,  Bessie,  still  remains  at  home.  The 
younger,  (ieorge  ]),,  is  a  teacher  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan Museum  of  Art  in  New  York,  being  an  ai-elu- 
tect  of  no  small  reput-ition.  'IVo  othei  childien 
are  deceased — Katie  was  drowned  in  the  St  I^aw 
i-ence  Hiver  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Iht  othei  (hild 
died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Baitholomew  isa  memlKi  of 
the  I'niversalist  ('hurc-]i,in  which  denomuntion  It 
is  a  ]>eacon.  I'olitioally  lie  is  a  Ilepul  hian  -Knd 
one  of  the  stanchest  sort.     His  wife   i  nicmlei 

of  the  Episcopal  ('hurch. 


jp^UA^'K  A.  BUEW.  The  following  is  a  clip- 
ils^to]  ping  from  a  well-known  daily  p&)»er:  "A 
"     ~    ~ !  memorial  stone  has  recently  Iwen 


placed  in  an  old  cemetery  at  Kingston,  Mass.  It 
is  a  rough  block  of  granite  five  feet  high,  into 
which  is  sunken  a  large  slate  tablet,  tearing  a 
genealogical  inscription  of  the  Drew  family,  the 


fiiundcrofivliicli  was  knighted  by  Queen  lilizabetli 
in  lu8!t".  Tlie  representatives  of  the  Drew  family 
living  in  tlie  United  States  are  all  related.  TTiose 
of  the  American  branch  of  the  family  are  de- 
seended  from  an  ancestor  who  came  to  this  country 
nt  an  early  day  and  settled  in  the  East.  That  one 
of  the  family  of  wliom  we  shall  endeavor  to  give 
the  salient  points  of  his  career,  is  a  general  farmer, 
residing  on  a  line  and  fertile  tract  of  land  locat-ed 
on  section  20,  .Alaiedon  Townsliip,  Ingham  County, 
and  which  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  also 
manages  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land 
owned  by  his  father,  Isaac  Drew,  on  section  29,  of 
the  same  township. 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Mfls«m,  Ingham  County,  this  State,  December  28, 
18.5H.  His  father,  Isaac  Drew,  is  a  retired  farmer 
now  living  in  Mason,  lie  isa  native  of  New  York, 
and  was  l>orn  Septeml>er  28,  1827.  lie  came  to 
Michigan  when  a  ycnuig  man  and  purchased  the 
farm  upon  whicli  hisson  is  now  living.  His  mother- 
that  is  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Maria  (Stillmaii) 
Drew,  came  int<»  the  township  witli  her  father, 
Daniel  Stillman,  ata.neai'ly  day  and  wasearly  made 
familiar  with  every  phase  of  pioneer  life.  She  was 
iK.rn  Octolier  29,  l«32,  and  died   March  .^,  1865. 

lit  of  whom  we  write  remained  under  the  pa- 
Kulal  loof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
in  1  ittei  dtd  the  Mason  and  district  school,  (hi 
uaLlinm  hi-  majoiity  he  moved  ujKm  the  farm 
w  died  to  him  In  -x  friend,  and  lias  been  engaged  in 
faimmg  evei  since  May  11,  1880,  Mr.  Drew  wan 
mimed  to  AIiss  Belle  Van  Branken,  a  daughter  of 
William  \aii  Uianken,  a  merchant  of  Mason,  where 
Mi's.  Drew  was  liorn.  She  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  tliat  town.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  two  liright  children :  Blanche, 
who  was  born  August  18,  1882;  and  Bessie,  iMirn 
.January  26,  1884. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  lil^ral  in  his  relig- 
ious views.  His  wife  isaincmlierof  the  Presby- 
terian Chuii-li  of  Mas<in.  In  iwlitics  he  of  whom. 
we  write  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  has  l)een  hon- 
ored by  his  party  in  V»eing  elected  Township  Clerk, 
a  position  he  has  held  for  three  terms.  Pei-sonally. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drew  are  very  superior  young  people. 
Tliej'  are  of  tlie  highest  social  standing  and  no  one 
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in  tlie  township  has  morewann  friends.  Our  snli- 
ject  is  at  pi^esent  fiifferinft  frcini  ill-liealth  and  his 
many  friends  iu  tliis  section  earnestly  trust  Ihat  he 
may  enjoy  a  speedy  recovery.  lie  is  a  yoinig  man 
of  more  than  averajfe  intelliij^eiice  and  foresight 
mid  kcep^  well.infoi'nicil  on  tlip  ('vents  .>f  the  (hiy. 


-f#8#--- 


jj^^UKDERICK  IIINES  i^  tlie  ownei'  <jf  a  good 
Udgi)  farm  of  eighty  aci-es,  located  on  section  21, 
/1\  Alaiedon  Township.     He  was  horn  Octol>ei' 

8,  1840,  in  Wmtemiwrg,  (Jermany.  His  father 
was  also  named  Frederick  llines  and  wa?i  n  native 
of  Wurtemberg  and  while  a  i-osident  in  his  native 
land  was  engaged  as  a  rope-maker.  He  l)rong)it 
his  family  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  and  settled 
witli  them  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  The  subject 
of  our  sketcJi  spent  one  year  in  the  public  st-hools 
of  Oermany  befoi'e  coming  to  tliis  coiuitry  and 
aft«r  locating  here  attended  the  district  scliool  and 
also  the  [uihlic  schools  of  Xorwalk.  more  or  Ic^s, 
niitil  lie  was  nineteen  yeai-s  of  age. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  llie  war 
the  original  of  our  sketch  was  engaged  in  working 
on  the  farm  and  in  a  l)lit(-k.smith  shuj)  in  Xoi'wjilk. 
in  which  last-named  lin.-ini 
two  and  a  half  yeaix  Wl 
he  patrioticallv  it^sponded  t 
country  and  went  to  tlic  fi 
(Ired  and  Sixty-sixtli  liei; 
Onirnis.  After  tlirce  m<mtli>^' service  he  was  dis- 
charged liecansc  of  disability,  but  recovering  his 
licalth  ill  a  measure  he  afterward  i-esponded  to  n 
call  for  machinists  to  work  in  Nashville, Tenn., and 
was  there  engaged  for  about  six  months. 

At  the  eiose  of  the  war  ^Ir.  llines  and  his  father 
fame  to  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County,  and 
lH)Ugh(  the  farm  now  owned  by  him.  His  father 
died  ill  l«78.  Our  subject  was  married  t-o  Chris- 
tiana Sumnierville,  a  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Summerville,  <)f  I>ethi  Township.  She  was  Ixirn 
near  (ilasgow,  Scotland,  January  II,  184!l,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  with  her  pai-ents  when 
but  a  small  child.     Their  marriage  was  solemnized 


ss  he  wa-!  em])lo_\-ed  for 
en  tlie  waj'  broke  out 
•  riiecallof  liisadopted 
out  with,  the  (hie  llun- 
ment  of  the   National 


July  -2,  1«(;6.  Four  children  have  been  boin  to 
this  worthy  couple.  They  are  .leniiy  S.,  Xettie  X.. 
Mamie  V...  and  Frank  J.  The  eldest  was  born 
Septemlwr  19,  1868,  After  spending  two  terms  in 
the  Flint  Norma!  Scho<»l  she  went  into  training  to 
liecome  a  nui-se,  which  she  now  is,  and  has  acquired 
a  flattering  reputation  in  this  line.  Xettie,  who 
was  born  July  9,  1869,  si>ent  one  year  in  the  Mason 
High  School  and  then  graduated  in  the  Kindergai- 
t«n  department  of  the  Hailmann  School  of  I^aPorte. 
hid.,  in  1889.  She  is  now  engaged  as  a  primary 
teacher  in  the  piiblic  schools  of  Mason,  having  had 
an  experience  of  three  years.  Mamie  K.,  who  was 
born  September  19,  1871,  was  graduated  from  the 
Mason  High  School  in  1889  and  is  a  successful 
teacher  of  three  years'  exi>erience,  Frank,  who 
was  iHjrn  September  12,  1876.  reside^  at  home. 
The  whole  family  are  members  of  tlie  Methodi.-i 
Episcoji^l  Church  of  Mason.  Mr.  llines  is  con- 
neeled  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Delhi. 

Our  subject  is  a  Heimhiiran  in  his  twlitica!  aittlia- 
tioiis.  He  and  Mrs.  [lines  have  cleared  u|>  the 
farm  they  now  own  and  have  secured  a  comfortable 
home  for  themselves  and  their  family  and  are  justly 
proud  of  their  bright  and  intei-esting  group  of 
children,  'Die  family  are  all  interested  in  a  good 
class  of  literature.  Nine  go<jd  publications  aie 
taken  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  every  joiii'iial  re- 
ceives a  careful  i>erusal.  They  aiv  progressive  i>c(>. 
iile  ill  the  licst  sense  of  Hie  term. 


J/.UIFS  II.  IliJ.SIl,  (Inr  suhject  beiong-sloa 
family  that  has  made  itself  an  lionorablc 
I  name  in  the  annals  of  American  history  by 
its  devotion  to  the  country  and  its  loyalt\ 
to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  right,  I^ch  genei-a- 
ti<ni  since  the  days  of  the  Revolution,  has  sent  rc]:- 
resentatives  to  fight  for  the  flag,  and  foi'  union, 
lie  who«'  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
not  been  an  exception  but  lias  added  another  page 
to  the  honorable  record  in  the  family  areliives,  I'or 
he  served  through  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  help- 
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ing  to  put  down  the  enalavement  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  huniAn  beings,  and  to  preserve  the 
unity  of  the  States,  To-day  he  still  bears  evi- 
dence that  to  every  loyal  American  citizen  must  be 
a  badge  that  is  most  honorable  for  tlie  owner  to 

Mr.  Irish  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on 
section  !,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingliam  County, 
where  he  has  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
was  born  in  Logan  County,  Oliio,  April  8,  1843, 
and  is  the  son  of  Talcott  and  Sara  (Madison)  Irish. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  .Summit  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  mother,  of  Pennsylvania.  Tlie  family 
moved  to  Michigan  in  1852  and  located  on  section 
36,  of  Alaiedon  Towiisliip,  Ingham  County,  where 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  si)ending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  with  tlie  exception  of  the  time 
that  he  was  in  the  army,  in  cultivating  his  pur- 
chase. 

Our  subject's  father  and  a  brother  served 
throughout  the  war  being  volunteers  in  the 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  both  in  Company  G. 
The  father's  service  extended  over  a  period  of 
three  years,  and  the  brother  served  over  four  years. 
Both  saw  much  hard  fighting.  Talcott  Irish,  our 
subject's  father,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Shiloh  and 
confined  at  Macon,  Ga,  for  a  period  of  about 
six  months.  lie  was  exchanged  and  returned  to 
his  regiment,  where  he  served  for  nearly  two  years 
longer,  his  death  finally  occurnng  and  was  caused 
by  disease  which  had  been  contracted  in  the  army. 
The  old  gentleman,  altliough  never  a  man  of 
wealth,  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  so 
abliorred  debt  tiiat  his  sons  early  learned  to  tiewai'e 
of  speculative  dealings.  The  farm  wliich  he  owned 
was  never  under  mortgage  during  his  life. 

Our  subject's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  tlie 
farm,  and  his  opportunities  for  education  were 
very  limited,  as  lie  was  the  oldest  son  left  at  home 
and  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  family  and 
of  promoting  the  resources  of  the  land  fell  on  him. 
His  youthful  blood  was  fired  by  the  letters  tliat 
came  from  his  father  and  brother  containing  des- 
criptions of  battles  and  camp  life,  and  in  1864,  he 
could  stand  it  no  longer,  but  enlisted  in  tlie  Eighth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  in  Company  L.  He  was  cap- 
tured by  Forrest's  Cavalry,  soon  after  he  was  sent 


to  the  front  and  was  confined  in  Andersonville 
Prison  about  five  montlis.  He  has  ever  since  been 
disabled,  having  suffered  intensely  from  the  priva- 
tions and  cruelties  to  wliicli  lie  was  then  subjected. 
After  liis  liberation  at  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Irish  was  sent  to  Camp  Cliase,  Ohio,  and  there  re- 
mained some  four  weeks,  after  which  he  returned 
to  Michigan,  and  within  a  year  after  his  home  com- 
ing he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  September  15, 
1868  to  Miss  Eva  Stroup.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Linden)  (Stroup  and  was  bom  in 
Washtenaw  County,  July  16,  1848.  Our  subject 
with  his  wife  and  family,  lived  on  the  farm  which 
he  purchased  directly  after  the  war  for  a  [wriod  of 
ten  years.  He  tlien  sold  his  place  and  witli  the 
proceeds  purchased  his  present  home.  Four  cliildren 
have  graced  our  subject's  home  by  tlieir  advent 
and  presence.  They  are  by  name,  Blanche  L., 
Bertha  S.,  Madge  A.  and  J.  Fred.  Blanche  was 
boi-n  August  1,  1869.  She  is  a  graduate  from  the 
Mason  High  School  and  has  since  devoted  herself 
to  the  work  of  teaching,  in  which  she  has  been  very 
successful.  She  brings  to  her  work  a  zeal  and  con- 
scientiousness that  cannot  but  have  an  effect  for 
good  upon  the  young  minds  that  she  is  developing 
and  forming.  Bertha  was  bom  September  29, 1871, 
and  is  just  blossoming  into  the  beauty  of  |>erfect 
womanhood.  Madge  was  bom  November  11, 1875, 
while  the  only  son  made  his  appearance  in  the 
world  March  9,  1884. 

Our  subject  affiliates  witli  the  Republican  party 
in  whose  executive  power  he  has  all  confidence  and 
faith.  He  has  been  School  Inspector  for  three  terms, 
and  has  brought  to  the  work  an  intelligent  over- 
sight and  judgment  that  have  redounded  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  educational  affairs  in  the  town- 
ship. He  himself  has  been  engaged  in  the  work  of 
leaching,  having  thus  been  occupied  for  sixteen 
consecutive  winter  terms.  After  returning  from 
the  war,  he  determined  to  gain  more  of  an  educa- 
tion and  to  feel  himself  on  a  par  with  men  who 
had  learned  to  think  in  accordance  with  advanced 
methods,  and  he  had  strength  of  purpose  enough, 
man  as  he  was,  to  attend  the  school  at  Mason,  and 
by  diligent  study  both  in  and  out  of  school,  he  ac- 
quired a  good  common -school  education,  and  U 
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rft'Ogn iz<;rt  in  liis  towJii<lLi|i  a.^lif'iugfl  niflu  of  iiiun' 
tliaii  iirdiiiarv  jUtahiiiit;ub.  Iliti  fsaiu|)lf  >li<jiild 
be  an  eneoiirageiiieii t  to  yuuiifr  men  wlio.  like  liim- 
self,  Imve  been  deprived  of  advaiitajjes  in  t)ieir 
early  years.  Witli  only  tlic  right  kind  of  ambition. 
«nd  an  uiisweivin^  enoi-gy.  ii  man  tiin  make  of 
himself  what  he  wislie,-'.  ^Ir.  Irish  i«  a  memlier  of 
tlie  Grand  Army  of  tlie  l!e|)iililic',  and  is  Sei-ffeant 
Major  in  the  I'hil  McKernau  I'Ofit.  and  lie  )ias  als.> 
been  Senior  ^'iee  f'ommandei'. 

The  grandfatlier  of  tlit'  jfentlemati  of  wlioiii  we 
write,  wliow  name  was  Abel  Trisli.  was  Inirn  in 
Vermont.  He  served  as  u  soldier  in  the  War  <if 
1S12  and  was  one  of  the  pioneeif  of  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  settling  near  the  jiivsent  town  of 
Akron,  whieh  is  so  noted  for  it»  manufactures  of 
various  kinds.  lie  died  in  Alaiedon  Township, 
Ingham  County,  tins  State,  at  the  age  of  about 
seventy-eight  years.  One  of  Mr.  Irish's  brothers, 
Ambrow,  was  taken  prisimor  in  the  early  jMirt  of 
the  War  of  the  lielM-llion  and  shot  in  t'old  blood 
May  SI.  lHfJ2.  lie  wa«  taken  by  Stewart's  Virginia 
Black  Horse  Cavalry.  Our  subjeet  is  the  recipient 
of  ft  pension  of  #!(>  |>er  month  by  the  (Govern- 
ment ill  recognition  of  the  services  done  and  the 
suffering  endui-ed  during  the  wai'. 
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■■..  HIMSEY.  I'resideiit 
lank  of  Leslie.  Ingham 
County,  was  born  in  Bethany,  <ienesee 
(^  County.  X.  V..  January  17,  IH40.and  isthe 
son  of  (;eorge  W.  and  Fannie  ^\.  (Canrteld)  Unm- 
sey,  natives  [■cspeetively  of  New  '^'ork  and  Con- 
nectieut.  The  father  was  very  jn-ominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  community  where  lie  ija.-'sed  his  entire 
life  and  l>ecRmc  well-to-do.  I'olitically,  he  was  iii-st 
a  Whig,  but  upon  the  oiganiifation  of  the  Hepub- 
liean  party  became  identified  therewith. and  retain- 
ed the  connection  until  his  death  in  l«84.  On  all 
topics  of  local  and  national  inipojlanee  he  was 
well  informed  and  w^as  firm  in  his  opposition  to 
slavery.  He  followed  the  calling  of  a  farmer  and 
was  very  domestic  in    his  nature,  prefening  the 


ipiictnde  of  lumie  to  the  turmoil  of  public  life.  He 
and  bis  wife  were  conai-teut  memlwi'S  of  the  Bap- 
tist Chui-oli  and  he  was  a  I>e«i«n  in  tjie  Bethany 
ClinrcJi  for  almost  fifty  years.  He  lived  a  life 
aliove  I'epioach  and  died  mourned  by  a  wide  circle 
of  fiiends,  who  appreciated  his  worth  ()f  character 
and  his  integrity.  His  death,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
wife.  Incurred  in  (ienesee  County,  whei-e  tliey  had 
iHieii  mai'ried  many  years  befoiv. 

Tlie  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sulijeel  were 
.fesse  and  Anna  (Ashley)  liumsey.  who  were  nal- 
ives  of  Vermont  and  moved  thence  to  Wt^tern 
New  York  at  an  early  day.  The  maternal  grand- 
[itirents  were  Daniel  and  Hulda  (Main)  Canfleld. 
natives  of  Connecticut.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Knmsey  is 
one  of  six  children,  who  wei-e  named  as  follows: 
FloriHa  M.,  Itaniel  C,  (ieorge  W.,  Jr..  Marshall  K.. 
All>ert  J.  and  Nathan  K.  The  fourth  child,  our 
[  subject.  iMissed  his  Iwiyliood  on  liis  father's  farm  in 
Bethany,  (ieiiesee  County.  X.  V..  and  j-eceived  an 
academic  education  at  Bethany  Centre  and  (ien- 
esee,  Livingsbm  ('ouiity,  N.  V.  I'ntil  he  was 
twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age  he  reniauied  under  the 
imrental  roof,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
and  working  on  the  home  farm  in  the  summer 
season. 

At  the  age  of  twenty -two  years,  our  subject  left 
the  Knipii-e  State  and  going  to  Ciliicago.  engaged 
in  tr.ide  in  hides  until  1867.  when  he  came  to  this 
State.  Here  he  at  once  located  in  Leslie,  and  em- 
liaiked  in  inisiness  in  lumljering,  fanning,  i-eal- 
estate  and  iMinking.  Snccess  has  crowned  his 
effortji  in  Ingliam  County,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  tine  fai-ni  of  thi-ee  hundred  and  forty  aei'es 
adjoining  the  l.«slie  Coriioration.  He  also  owns  eon- 
sidei-able  land  in  diffeiBiit  jwrts  of  the  iMJuntry  and 
has  done  large  lumbering  business  in  the  Michigan 
pineries.  I  liiJ  labors  a*  a  real-estate  dealer  have 
l)een  marked  by  shrewd  judgment  and  keen  fore- 
sight, and  in  fact,  in  whatever  direction  his  atten- 
tion has  been  turned,  he  ha.''  always  given  to  the 
dutieit  attending  it  his  best  efforts. 

The  first  liank  in  Uslie  was  Walker.  .A.llen  ,t 
Co.'s  private  l)ank  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Kumsey  was 
one  of  its  organizei-s.  Later  the  National  Bank  of 
Trfwlie  was  organized  with  him  as  Vice-President,  a 
position  he  retained  until  in   August.   188?,   when 
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he  was  elected  Pi-esident  of  the  bank.  He  remain- 
ed in  that  capacity  until  January,  J887,  when  the 
bank  surrendered  its  charter  and  ivaa  organized  as 
the  People's  Bank  witli  our  subject  as  President. 
He'is  studious  in  matters  relating  to  his  profession 
and  has  made  it  his  life  habit  to  do  thorough  and 
systematic  i-eading,  botii  professional  and  miscel- 
laneous. He  has  a  good  private  library  and  from 
that  and  other  sources  has  kept  himself  abreast 
of  the  ^tinies  upon  all  current  topics,  especially 
those  pertaining  to  economic,  social  and  political 
welfai-e.  He  is  a  typical  self-made  man,  having 
commenced  in  life  with  no  other  capital  than  a 
clear  head  and  willing  hands,  and  may  feel  justly 
proud  of  the  success  which  he  has  attained. 

The  first  Presidential  vote  deposited  by  Mr. 
Rumsey  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864  and  lie 
is  still  a  strong  Republican  and  a  leader  in  the 
party.  In  every  campaign  since  he  became  a  voter 
he  lias  been  active  for  the  political  principles  of  his 
adoption,  yet  he  is  aloof  from  party  prejudice  and 
allows  it  to  have  no  weight  in  his  social  and  busi- 
ness relations.  His  varied  experience  long  ago 
taught  him  to  accord  to  others  the  same  enjoyment 
of  opinion  which  he  demands  for  himself.  He  is 
especially  qualified  for  public  life,  and  this  fact 
being  i-ecognized  by  his  fellow-citizens  be  has  been 
called  to  several  important  and  responsible  posi- 
tions. For  several  years  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  of  Leslie,  and  for  fifteen 
years  he  was  on  the  School  Board. 

In  1884  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rumseywas  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Ingham  County  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  and  was  re-elected  to  the  House  of 
1887-88.  During  both  sessions  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  was 
ever  found  faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  constit- 
uency. He  came  within  four  votes  of  being  made 
Speaker  of  the  House  in  1887.  He  has  never  as- 
pired to  oflQce,  and  in  fact,  the  positions  filled  by 
him  have  always  been  accepted  reluctantly  and 
almost  forced  on  him.  He  is  a  genial  companion 
and  a  man  of  fine  physique.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a 
Knight  Templar.  In  his  religious  l>elief  he  is  a 
Baptist,  although  he  is  not  connected  with  the 
church.    In  1872   he  and  Arnold   Walker  built 


twenty-two  miles  of  the  Detroit  &  Bay  City  Rail- 
road from  Vassar  to  Bay  City,  Mich. 

On  May  15,  1863,  the  interesting  ceremony  was 
performed  which  united  in  maniage  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Rumsey  and  Miss  Hattie  N.  Wickwire.  The  bride 
was  born  iu  Akron,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Rensselaer  and  Sarah  (Whipple)  Wick- 
wire, natives  respectively  of  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
mont. Her  father  still  sui-vives  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-six  years,  but  the  mother  died  in 
February,  1891,  aged  eighty-two.  The  elegant 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  brightened 
by  the  presence  of  two  children,  one  of  whom— 
Edward  M. — -died  when  seventeen  years  old.  The 
daughter,  Fannie  M.,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Haynes, 
of  I^slie. 


J r  AMES  W,  TWAITS,  .Jr.  Many  of  the 
most  able  and  efficient  business  and  pi-ofes- 
I  sional  men  of  Michigan  are  English  by 
'J  birth  and  pai'entage,  biit  have  made  them- 
selves by  training  and  in  their  sympathies  thor- 
oughly American.  We  have  small  appreciation 
of  those  who  come  to  America  from  foreign  lands, 
and  retaining  all  their  Old- World  prejudices  and 
notions,  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the  interests 
and  institutions  of  our  country,  refusing  to  be 
naturalized  or  to  help  in  conducting  and  improv- 
ing, according  to  their  best  judgment,  our  public 
alTairs;  but  to  those  who  come  here,  realizing  that 
tills  a  composite  country  and  that  we  were  all  once 
foreigners,  yet  seeing  the  grandeur  and  appreciat- 
ing the  spirit  of  Americanism,  and  having  the  full 
intent  to  become  one  of  us,  we  give  a  most  hearty 
welcome. 

Mr.  Twaits,  who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  North  Lansing,  is  such  a  man.  He  was 
born  in  Norfolk,  England,  December  I,  1849. 
His  father,  James  W.  Twaite,  and  grandfather, 
James,  were  l>otli  natives  of  England,  who  ti-ace 
their  lineage  back  to  France  and  the  Huguenots. 
Their  ancestors  escaped  from  France  by  crossing 
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f.ie  channel  in  boats,  and  finally,  after  generations 
of  living  in  England,  have  sent  some  representa- 
tives to  Amenta.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  an  oflicer  in  the  English  navy,  and  one 
ot    his    sons   was    also    with    him  in  that  line  of 

The  ffttlier  of  our  subject  was  a  Imker  by  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  early 
life.  He  finally  decided  to  locate  permanently  in 
this  country,  and  brought  his  wife  and  family  with 
him.  Before  coming  here  he  became  mixed  up 
with  the  Chartist  party,  and  the  British  soldiers 
surrounded  the  building  wiiere  they  held  their 
meeting,  to  ari-est  the  delegates,  but  he  with  a  tew 
others  made  his  escape.  Later,  however,  lie  was 
arrested,  and  after  un<lergoing  an  examination,  he 
was  put  under  surveillance  by  the  British  Govei'n- 
ment.  Tliis  grated  upon  the  feelings  of  tlie 
honest  and  sturdy  Englishman,  and  he  made 
up  his  mind  that  in  America  he  would  find 
larger  liberty  and  a  right  to  exercise  Iiis  own 
opinions. 

The  senior  Mr.  Twaits  located  in  Cleveland,  and   ' 
took  a  position  to  run  on  the  lake  as  cook.     jLfter 
several  yeare'  experience  in  this  line,  he  had  man- 
aged to  gain  a  knowledge  of  lumber,  and  ent«i-ed 
the  employ  of  Harmon  &  Growl,  lumber  dealci-s, 
■  taking  the  position  of  lumber  inspector.     He  soon 
took  charge  of  the  yards  at  St.  Chailes,  Mich.,  as 
inspector,  and  followed  it  thei-e  for  a  number  of  ' 
yeare,  after  which  he  went  to  Kaginaw,  where  he 
still  resides  and  is  in   the  same  line   of    work,  al-   i 
though  he  is  past  seventy-five  yeare  of  age.     He  is   | 
a  mail  of  strictly  temperate  habit«,  and  has  ever   ' 
been  in  favor  of  all  movements  in  this   line.     He    ' 
is  connected  witli  tlie  Congregational  Church,  us  ■ 
was  also  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Leggett;  she  died  in  Sagi- 
naw at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  having  been 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is    the    oldest    now    living.      After     her     deatli 
Mr,  Twaits  married    for    his   second    wife  a  Mrs, 
Mason. 

The  subject  of  our  sketcli  was  so  young  when 
he  came  to  this  country  that  he  i-emembers  only 
two  or  three  incidents  of  his  life  in  Merrie  Eng- 
land.    The    passage    across  the   Atlantic  Ocean,  , 


which  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel,  made  a  deep 
impi-ession  xipon  his  mind,  as  it  was  a  long  trip, 
and  the  winds  and  waves  were  boisterous.  He 
was  reai-ed  in  Cleveland  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  about  six  years,  when  the  family  removed  to 
St.  Charles,  Mich.,  and  in  1885  tliey  came  to  East 
Saginaw,  whei'e,  he  faithfully  attended  tlie  city 
schools,  and  was  within  a  few  weeks  of  graduation 
at  the  Higli  School  when  he  ceased  liis  studies.  He 
was  not  much  moi^e  tlian  thirteen  yeare  old  when 
he  began  "hustling  for  himself,"  and  has  been  ever 
since. 

The  youth  now  became  clerk  iu  the  post-office  at 
East  Saginaw  under  Hon.  DeWitt  C.  Gage,  ex- 
Secittary  of  State,  and  after  three  years'  service 
lie  came,  in  tlie  fall  of  1868,  to  work  at  Lansuig 
for  tlie  corpoi-ation  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  but  which  was  then 
called  the  Jackson,  Lansing  <fe  Saginaw  Railroad. 
He  continued  in  their  employ  for  sonie  three  or 
four  year6,and  then  served  various  paitiesas  book- 
keeper, being  at  different  times  in  the  establishment 
of  Mr.  A.  Turnei-,  witli  J.  E.  Warner  &  Co.,  and  J. 
F.  Scliultz  &  Co, 

It  was  not  until  a  year  before  this  young  man 
liecame  a  clerk  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
Library  that  he  became  interested  in  legal  matters, 
and  determined  to  turn  his  attention  and  energies 
in  that  direction.  I»  tlie  spring  of  1886  he  was 
given  the  entiie  thaige  of  that  department  of  the 
libran  He  began  to  studj  nndei  C  ¥.  Hammond, 
and  finished  in  the  law  dtpartmeut  of  the  State 
Librarj  and  waa  admitted  to  the  bar  June  16, 
1887  recening  libett\  to  practice  as  an  attorney, 
solicitor  and  lounieloi  in  ail  the  courts  of  Michi- 
gan, his  admission  being  gianted  by  Hon,  James 
V.  Campbell  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Couit  after  txaminition  by  a  committee  of  attor- 
neys in  open  court  He  ton  tinned  as  clerk  in  the 
library  until  Ma\  l")  1891  when  he  retired  from 
that  position  that  he  might  devote  himself  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  Lansing.  He  has  built  for  his 
family  a  beautiful  home  at  No.  627  Cedar  Street. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  name  in  maidenhood  of 
Lizzie  Price,  was  born  iu  I^aiising,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John  H,  Price,  who  was  a  Captain  in 
the  army  during  the  Civil  War.     More  itaay  be 
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learned  of  this  interesting  family  in  the  sketch  of 
Capt.  Price,  which  appears  elsewhei-e  in  this 
Album.  This  lady,  who  became  Mre.  Twaits  May 
25,  1882,  is  a  gi'aduatoof  the  I.ansing  High  School 
and  taught  in  different  places  in  Michigan  fov  a 
numher  of  yeare  before  her  marriage.  Both  she 
and  Iter  excellent  husband  take  an  earnest  interest 
in  all  matters  of  education,  and  he  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board.  Two'children  have  blessed 
this  home — Bessie  E.  and  Ford  J. 

A  number  of  the  social  orders  claim  Mr.  Twaits 
in  their  membership,  as  lie  belongs  to  the  Fi'ee  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Royal  Aixanum,  and  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  but  is 
not  now  an  active  one.  He  is  a  true-blue  Repub- 
lican, and  besides  lieing  a  member  of  the  City  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  the  County  Committee,  is 
Chairman  of  the  llrst  Ward  City  Committee  and 
a  frequent  delegate  to  county  and  State  conven- 
tions. He  is  a  man  of  unusual  intelligence  and 
enterprise  and  liberal  and  broad  in  his  thought 
and  life.  His  lovely  wife  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  social  circles  in  Lansing  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Cliurcb. 


Jr%  ANIEL  BARRINGER.  The  beautiful  ciip- 
JI]  itai  of  Michigan,  with  its  stately  public 
^  buildings,  its  business  street*  lineil  with 
handsome  stores  and  manufactories,  and 
its  avenues  of  beautiful  homes  where  dwell  the  in- 
tellect, wit  and  beauty  of  the  city,  resembles  on 
the  map  nothing  so  much  as  a  fat  spider  with  nu- 
merous legs  of  railway  sprawling  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  fact  of  its  being  a  railroad  center  Is  to 
a  student  of  ethics  a  most  important  item,  for  it 
proves  the  place  to  be  an  important  manufactur- 
ing as  well  as  distributive  point,  where  the  brawn 
and  sinew  that  make  the  social  structuie  Integrally 
strong  is  to  be  found.  Of  the  men  who  have  worked 
with  the  single  view  to  the  upbuilding  and  sup- 
port of  the  city,  none  are  more  deserving  of  credit 
than  he  whose  name  is  at  tlie  head  of  this  sketeh. 
Upassuming  and  simple,  doin^'  conscientiously  his 


best  in  his  own  line  of  business,  at  tlie  same  time 
he  has  always  held  a  broad  outlook  over  general 
improvement  and  evolution,  never  omitting  to 
say  the  word  that  would  cast  the  balance  in  favor 
of  Lansing. 

Ml'.  Barringer,  wlio  by  birth  owes  allegiance  to 
England,  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  Ijinsing 
as  being  the  efficient  incumbent  of  the  position  of 
Deputy  City  Treasurer.  He  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  in  this  capacity.  He  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex, England,  in  the  Parish  of  Hillingdon, 
January  25,  1849.  His  father,  Daniel  Barringer 
Sr.,  was  a  nati^'e  of  the  same  country.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  by  ti'adeand  died  in  his  native  land. 
The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Goodall,  like  her  busl>an(l,  a  native  of 
Middlesex,  England. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  New 
Market,  C'anada,  ai'riving  here  in  the  spring  of 
1865.  lie  first  was  in  the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Buck, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  ti-ade  of  a  cabinet- 
maker, lie  began  at  the  foot  of  the  ladder  but 
worked  his  way  up  to  the  position  of  foreman, 
and  continued  in  that  position  for  eight  yeai-s, 
superintending  the  entire  shop.  In  the  spring  of 
1888  he  was  elected  City  Treasurer  on  the  I>emo- 
cratic  ticket,  and  officiated  in  this  capacity  for  two 
years.  In  1890  he  l>ecame  Deputy  Treasurer,  and 
since  thus  employed  his  time  has  been  entirely  oc- 
cupied by  attention  to  his  official  duties. 

After  thoroughly  establishing  himself  in  busi- 
ness in  the  city,  our  subject  found  life  incomplete 
without  a  home,  and  in  1874  he  established  a  do- 
mestic relation,  placing  over  his  house  as  sover- 
eign ruler  Miss  Sarah  Patten.  Their  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  1874,  The  lady  was  bom  in  Hamil- 
ton, Canada,  but  was  I'eared    and   educated   here. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Bariinger  has  served  as  Al- 
derman in  the  city — from  188,5  to  1887  inclusive — 
and  for  one  year  he  held  the  cliair  as  President 
■pro  tern.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Indeiiendent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Foresters,  and  has  associated  himself  witli  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  in  which  order  he  is  a  Past  Mas- 
ter  AVorkman,  and  has  been  Kepraientntivc  tv  the 
State  iiodies  of  the  said  ordei-s.  I'oliticiilly  he 
fraternizes  with  the  Democratic  party   nnd   is  one 
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of  the  best  representatives  of  that  political  body  in 
this  city,  being  noted  for  his  integrity  and  adher- 
ence to  principle  rather  than  to  party  prejudice. 
Mr.  Barringer  is  a  most  enterprising  gentleman, 
and  is  liberal  and  broad-minded  both  in  hia  social 
and  political  relations. 


ijiOSEPH  R.  LA,ROSK.  This  gentleman,  who 
I  is  a  partner  with  Mr.  Voiselle  in  the  deco- 
^,,^1  rating  and  frescoing  business,  exhibits  some 
{^^J/  of  the  finest  tmita  of  the  French  nation, 
from  which  lie  has  sprung.  His  inarfeed  intelli- 
gence, acumen  and  shrewdness,  his  facility  in  lan- 
guage and  the  taste  which  he  has  displayed  in 
business  all  mark  him  as  belonging  to  the  Fi-ench 
people.  He  was  bora  in  Oswego,  N.  T.,  May  22, 
1850,  and  his  father,  whose  name  was  Francis 
Xavier,  was  a  native  of  Quebec,  while  his  grand- 
father, Fournie  De  Larose,  was  a  native  of  France. 
The  father  dropped  the  title,  and  as  the  gi-and- 
fattier  died  in  Quebec  some  years  ago,  the  prefix  is 
now  extinct 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  ship  carpenter, 
who  learaed  his  trade  in  youth  and  located  at  Os- 
wego, where  he  was  engaged  in  building  the  canal 
boats,  and  at  various  times  was  worldng  at  his 
trade  in  Buffalo,  Toledo,  Milwaukee,  Chicago  and 
Quebec.  He  alao  took  contracts  to  build  bridges, 
mills  and  houses,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  in 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  although  he  had  passed  some  time  at 
Portland,  Me.,  and  was  in  the  Dnited  States  serv- 
ice in  the  Depaitment  of  Engineers  and  Mechanics 
all  through  the  war.  When  he  passed  away,  in 
1873,"  he  had  completed  fifty-three  years  of  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Leonore  De  Lisle  by 
name,  was  born  in  Quebec,  her  father,  Antonias 
De  Lisle,  being  a  farmer.  She  died  in  Tioy  and 
left  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  six  ai-e  still  living.  ITie  son  of  whom 
we  are  writing  was  in  Milwaukee  from  the  age  of 
four  until  he  readied  the  age  of  ten,  and  then  was 
in  Quebec  for  some  years,  being  educated  in  Eng- 
lish, Grerman  and  Flinch,     When  eleven  years  old 


he  was  apprenticed  to  the  painter's  trade,  and  after 
four  years  of  sei-vice  he  went  to  Troy.  When  only 
sixteen  years  old  he  was  so  good  a  workman  as  to 
receive  ^2,50  a  day.  He  traveled  and  found  work 
ill  various  cities,  visiting  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  after- 
ward Deti-oit.  In  December,  1877,  he  came  to 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  and  was  employed  iipon 
the  State  Capitol.  Here  he  worked  with  Mr.  Voi- 
selle, as  they  two  did  all  the  l)est  work  in  the  fresco- 
ing of  this  magnificent  building,  after  which  they 
formed  a  partnerehip,  which  still  stands. 

Tlie  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  T^rose,  which  is  at 
Ko.  719  Allegan  Street,  Is  presided  over  most  gra- 
ciously by  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  Detroit 
in  1876.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Melvina 
Robarge,  and  her  birthplace  was  Quebec,  although 
she  grew  to  womanhood  in  Detroit.  They  have 
three  lovely  children — Mary  Maud,  Ervy  Emei-son 
and  Edith  Rose.  Jlr.  I^rose  belongs  to  the  order 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  both  he  and  his  part- 
ner are  members  of  the  National  Builders'  Ex- 
change and  of  the  Master  Painters  of  the  United 
States,  in  wliich  association  Mr.  Larose  is  Sergeant 
at  Arms.  Like  his  partner,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democracy,  and  like  liim  does  not  take  an  active 
part  in  public  affaire,  being  content  to  cast  his  vote 
according  to  his  conscience  and  best  judgment. 


i#*MS«-»-»-»»i« 


^^\H)IU  >  A  !•  \.R1  I-  (»ui  sulject  i 
ill  (=f  ^lio  'i*''  li^d  much  experience  in 
^^l!  directions  although  he  is  compai-atively  a 
young  man  lew  mtn  fall  luto  i  position  at  the 
outset  of  then  caieer  which  is  suited  to  them  in 
every  wa^  ^nd  few  men  ieill\  lettle  down  to  the 
serious  buimeas  of  bfe  miking  inything  of  it  that 
in  the  least  resembles  a  success  until  they  are  about 
forty  years  of  age  It  is  no  sign  that  because  a 
young  man  chinges  his  occupation  that  he  is  vacil- 
lating b>  nature  fcr  he  who  knows  how  to  get 
out  of  a  wrong  position  and  one  to  which  he  is  not 
adapted  shows  more  discretion  than  he  who,  know- 
ing he  has  made  a  miatal  e  h  too  itubborn  to  ac- 
knowledge it  by  making  a  ihango     Previous  t^ 
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settling  down  in  his  present  lucrative  and  lai^e 
business  Mr,  Earle  occupied  himself  in  various 
ways,  and  in  each  he  gained  an  experience  that 
will  be  of  value  to  him  in  tlie  general  current  of 
commercial  life.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the  firm 
Earle  &  Lewis,  the  largest  hardware  liouse  in  the 
city  of  Mason,  Ingham  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario,  March  20,  1853. 
He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Jaue  (JIaxon)  Earle,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Canada.  Our  subject's  boyhood-  days  were  spent 
on  a  farm,  and  from  the  district  school  in  the  neigh- 
borhood he  was  early  trained  in  the  branches  com- 
mon to  an  English  education.  After  he  had  finished 
school  he  began  for  himself,  first  engaging  in  teach- 
ing, but  he  soon  found  he  was  not  adapted  to  this 
work.  He  then  followed  railroading,  being  station 
agent  on  the  Michigan  Central  road  for  a  numlier 
of  years.  He  then  was  a  partner  in  an  elevator 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
lie  began  clerking  in  the  hardware  store  m  which 
he  is  now  a  pai'tuer.  He  was  tliu&  engaged  for 
about  three  months  wlien  he  became  a  jtartnei 
under  the  firm  name  of  DuBoia  A  Earle.  He  has 
ever  since  remained  in  the  firm,  it  being  now  run 
under  the  name  of  Earle  it  Lewis,  Mr.  Lewis 
liaving  pui-chased  Mr.  UuBoLs'  interest  June  I. 
1891.  The  firm  carry  a  very  good  stock  of  hard- 
ware and  farming  implements,  the  latter  being  of 
the  latest  and  most  approved  styles. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Nf)vom- 
tjer,  1887,  to  Miss  Mary  Seeley,  a  daugliter  of  Col. 
John  and  Cai-oline  (Frederick)  Seeley.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Ingham  County,  in  June,  1862.  By  this 
marriage  one  little  girl  has  made  her  advent  into 
the  household  and  is  one  of  the  most  important 
members  therein.  Her  name  is  Earnestine  and  she 
was  born  in  Mason,  l>ecember  26,  1889,  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  once  been 
Alderman  in  the  first  ward  of  the  town.  He  filled 
the  position  of  City  Clerk  for  two  years,  and  is  now 
Supervisor  of  the  Second  Ward. 

Mr,  Earle  is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  nine  of  whom  ai-e  still  living.  Four 
brothers  i-eside  in  this  State,  .lohn  runs  a  baker\- 
in  Owosso.  C'harles  and  Frank  rnn  a  bakerj'  in 
Adrian,  and  James  is  in  a   i>akery  at  Flint.     Mr, 


Earle's  mother  still  survives,  making  her  home  in 
Canada.  His  father  died  in  1878.  Mr.  Earle  is 
one. of  the  brightest  aud  most  pi-ogi-essive  business 
men  of  Mason  and  well  deserves  the  confidence 
and  i-espect  of  the  citizens  which  ai-e  i-eposcd  in  him. 
The  offices  that  he  has  held  in  the  gift  of  the  town- 
ship have  been  conferred  by  reason  of  his  superior 
intelligence  and  his  good  executive  ability,  and 
tliftt  confidence  has  never  been  found  to  have  been 
misplaced. 


*  OB  T.  CAMPBELL,  wa.s  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Onondaga,  Ingham  County,  July  9, 
11  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Marshall  and  Maria 
fj  Campbell,  who  moved  to  that  township  from 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1850.  At  the  tender  age  of 
seven  years  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  mother 
who  died  in  1862,  and  the  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, of  which  he  was  one,  was  soon  scattered.  At 
twelve  years  of  age  lie  began  the  work  of  main  t«in- 
ing  himself,  and  was  engaged  by  the  month  in 
working  upon  a  farm  during  the  summer  and  in 
the  winter  lie  attended  district  school,  working  be- 
foi'e  and  after  hours  in  oi'der  to  pay  for  his  boai-d, 
his  first  six  months'  work  bring^g  him  $42. 

In  December,  1873,  our  subject  went  to  Erie 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  dwelt  one  year,  during 
whicii  he  spent  three  months  in  school  in  a  district 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Transit  road,  and  during 
five  months  of  that  year  he  was  engaged  in  work 
on  North  Buffalo  dock,  handling  wood  and  coal  for 
the  firm  of  Chester  &  Esser,  and  the  remaining  four 
months  he  was  employed  as  an  apprentice  inoldei- 
in  the  Malleable  Iron  Works  of  Pi-atttfe  l.«tcliwortli 
in  tJiat  city,  Tlie  financially  hard  winter  of  1874 
and  1875  reduced  wages  to  such  a  degree  that  he 
could  not  earn  his  board  there,  and  he  returaed  to 
Michigan  and  was  employed  as  a  hired  hand  on 
different  farms,  ai' liefore  spending  bis  winters  in 
attendance  at  the  district  schools. 

In  the  wiiitei>  <if  1878  and  1(<79,  he  taught 
school  at  the  brick  school  lK)ut.e  three  miles  east  of 
Eaton  Rapids,  and  June    27,    1879.  he  graduated 
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fi-om  I^eslie  High  Hohool  after  eight  montlis  spent 
at  different  times  at  tlie  institution.  In  the  spi'iiig 
of  1880,  lie  was  appointed  Deputy  Cleric  of  Ing- 
ham County,  which  position  lie  held  fov  three  yeai-s, 
having  full  charge  of  the  oflflee  for  two  yeai-s, 
while  his  piineipal  C.  C.  Walker,  was  engaged  ex- 
offleio,  as  clerk  of  the  fSiiprenie  Court  at  Lansing. 
April  16,  1883,  Mr.  Camplwll  became  the  owner 
and  publisher  of  the  Ijeslie  Locals  published  at  the 
village  of  J-cslie.  lie  was  very  siicceasful  In  this 
venture,  and  August  2((,  1886,  more  than  thi'ee 
years  after  he  had  puitthased  the  paper,  he  sold 
out  his  business  at  a  largely  advanced  ])rice.  Soon 
thei-eaftei'  he  purchased  the  I'inckney  Despatch  of 
Livingston  County.  This  he  sold  in  .January  1888 
and  then  entered  the  Law  School  at  Ann  Arbor, 
having  given  considerable  attention  to  the  study 
of  law  during  his  other  occuijations. 

After  spending  five  months  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  of 
whom  we  write  returned  to  Mawn  wlieri'  he  wa.s 
admitted  to  the  bar  by  Judge  Erastus  Peck,  .hiiie 
19,  188y.  He  practiced  his  pixtfession  very  suc- 
cessfully at  Mason,  until  November  11, 188'J,  when 
finding  ncw9pa{>er  work  more  congenial  and  an  op- 
portunity offei-ing  itself  he  purchased  the  Ingham 
County  New»,  a  pioneer  pa]Wr  devoted  to  tlie  inter- 
ests of  the  county,  and  this  he  now  publishes  most 
successfully.  June  16,  1884,  Mr.  Campbell  was 
married  to  Miss  Eva  M.Huntington, of  Mason.  She 
was  born  in  that  city  October  21,  1859,  Her  father, 
Collins  D.  Huntington,  was  ttorn  at  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  February  25,  1831,  and  came  to  Ingham 
County  in  his  boyhood.  He  is  a  member  of  one 
the  oldest  and  l>est  known  families  in  this  county, 
Mrs.  Campbell's  mother,  Margaret  (I^wis)  Hunt- 
ington, was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  Dec- 
ember 31,  1834,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  who  settled  in  Ingham  County,  when  but 
tliree  yeai-s  of  age.  They  wei-e  married  March 
26,  1854.  Mrs.  Campbell  is  one  of  the  most  busy 
and  industnous  little  housewives,  and  a  decided 
helpmate  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Wherever 
their  home  has  been  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  the  people  who  have  tendered  him  imiK)rlant 
positions  of  trn.«t. 

hi  the  fall  of  1H82  Mr.  Campl^ll  w«s  noiiLiiuited 
by  the  Itepublicans  to  the  office  of  County   Clerk. 


He  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  but  with  all  the 
others  was  defeated  by  a  combination  of  the  Dem- 
oci-atic  and  Greenback  parties  of  the  county.  While 
a  resident  of  IjCslie,  he  was  three  times  elected 
Clerk  of  the  township,  and  was  a  member  of  tlie 
Common  Council  of  the  village  for  a  time,  and  was 
at  the  time  of  his  removal,  a  member  of  the  School 
Itoard.  May  17,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Circuit 
C:onrt  Commissioner  of  Ingham  County  by  Gov. 
Luce,  the  term  of  office  expiring  December  31,  L890. 
At  the  present  time  our  subject  is  President  of  the 
Mason  Board  of  Education,  and  Supervisor  of  the 
Hi-st  Ward  of  that  city,  having  been  elected  to  the 
former  position  September  2,  1889,  and  to  the  lat- 
ter April  6,  1891. 

Socially  his  associates  testify  to  his  usefulness 
and  draw  upon  him  in  many  ways.  He  is  Mastei' 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge,  a  trustee  of  the  first  Pi-es- 
bytei'ian  Church  of  Mason,  and  lias  for  years  been 
active  in  forwarding  Sunday-school  work.  While 
people  of  the  vicinity  frequently  call  him  out  for 
public  addresses  on  social,  memorial  and  patriotic 
occasions.  Since  leaving  home  as  a  boy,  he  has 
been  do^jendent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources, 
and  the  good  piactical  education  he  enjoys  has 
been  obtained  at  the  expense  of  many  privations 
and  hard  knocks. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  here  to  give  a  short  sketch  of 
our  subject's  father,  Marshall  Campbell,  He  was 
bom  in  Berks  County,  Pa.,  October  13,  1808,  and 
is  still  living,  now  a  resident  of  Onondaga,  Ingham 
County.  His  father  was  Matthew  Campbell,  born 
in  1779,  who  was  left  an  orphan  at  a  very  tender 
age,  having  liad  but  little  recollection  of  his  parents. 
Mai-shall  Campbell's  mother  was  Catherine  Boyer, 
who  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  and 
who  was  one  of  a  large  family  whose  members  and 
connections  are  scattered  tliTOughout  the  State,  and 
whose  ancestors  emigrated  fram  Prussia  soon  after 
Penn's  Treaty.  Matthew  Campbell  was  early  bound 
out  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  manufacture  of 
spinning  wheels,  and  served  such  apprenticeship 
until  he  was  twenty-oue  years  of  age.  In  the  year 
1800,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  working 
hard  at  his  ti-ade  and  in  1807  was  married  to  the 
above  named  Catherine  Boyer.  As  man  and  wife 
they  struggled  hard  for  a  fortune  but  the  passing 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


years  brought  them  but  little  and  in  1825,  witli 
Marshall  and  seven  other  children,  they  emigra- 
ted to  Williams ville,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  wliere 
they  arrived  after  a  hard  jaunt  of  fourteen  days 
over  the  hills  and  mountains.  In  1827,  Marshall 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for 
several  years.  In  1831,  he  went  baclt  to  Pennsyl- 
vania and  taught  school  that  winter  at  a  place 
called  Skippa^kville,  near  Sumueytown.  He  was 
a  Baptist  in  faith,  but  from  the  Duulcards  and  Qua- 
kers who  lived  there,  he  imbibed  a  more  liberal 
view  of  Christianity  than  he  ever  before  liad,  and 
has  ever  since  believed  that  where  true  and 
living  faith  exists,  there  is  tlie  Church  of  God. 

In  1832,  Mai-shali  Campbell  began  clerking  fora 
coal,  lumber  and  produce  dealer  on  Seliuylkill 
Canal,  but  that  year  the  Asiatic  cholera  made  its 
first  appearance  on  this  continent,  and  was  particu- 
larly sevei-e  at  Philadelphia  Mr.  Campbell  was  taken 
sick  and  fearing  the  results  he  went  to  his  home 
in  New  York.  He  soon  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
however,  and  entered  the  employ  of  his  uncle  Dan- 
iel Boyer  a  general  mercliant  at  Boyerstown.  From 
there  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  keeper  of  tlie 
poor  house  of  that  county,  keeping  the  books  of 
the  institution  and  looking  after  the  wants  of  the 
one  Imndred  and  fifty  paupers.  He  was  there  about 
five  yeai«,  and  was  during  that  time  man-ied  to 
Miss  Maria  Boyer. 

In  1841,  the  young  couple  moved  to  Black  Rock 
now  known  as  North  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  cooper  and  in  the  meantime 
discharged  the  duties  of  village  and  township 
Clerk.  Tn  1850  they  came  to  Ingham  County,  Mich, 
and  settled  on  land  in  Onondaga,  where  they  built 
a  log  house  and  cleared  up  a  good  home.  Twelve 
children  were  bom  to  them,  whose  names  in  oi-der 
of  ages  are  as  follows:  Boyer  H.,  Catherine,  Sarah, 
Daniel,  Matthew,  William,  Homer  H.,  Angeline, 
Charlotte,  Job  T.,  Marshall  L.  and  Maria.  They 
are  all  still  living  with  the  exception  of  Matthew, 
who  was  drowned  in  the  Kankakee  River,  in  Ill- 
inois, March  9,  1890,  and  Maria  (Mi*.  Davis),  who 
died  in  Leslie  Township,  February  16,  1891. 

After  the  family  came  to  Mictiigan  they  dwelt 
happily  and  prosperously  at  the  homestead  until 
the  death  Of  the  mother  in   October,   1862,  whose 


cares,  augmented  by  the  enlistment  of  her  three 
eldest  sons  in  the  Rebellion,  bore  her  to  her  grave 
and  deprived  the  family  of  her  whom  they  most 
needed.  Tlie  three  sons  served  through  the  War 
and  returned  but  from  the  hour  of  their  going  and 
the  death  of  tlieir  mother,  the  family  was  scattered 
forever  on  earth.  Mr.  Campbell  afterward  married 
Mrs.  Vashti  Cochran,  who  is  still  living  and  who 
brought  with  her  to  the  family  a  daughter,  Ella.  His 
life  has  been  one  of  hard  work  but  a  good  example 
to  all.  Honesty  and  industry  are  his  virtues  and 
in  Ills  declining  years,  he  looks  with  pride  and  aff- 
ection upon  his  remaining  children  and  hoi>es  fora 
blessed  futurity.  Within  his  recollections  are  the 
Wars  of  1812,  1845  and  1861,  and  wherever  he 
could  by  thought,  deed  or  sacrifice,  he  has  exei-cised 
a  noble  jtatriotism.  In  tlie  Township  of  Onondaga, 
where  his  hard  work  for  his  county  was  done,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Township  Board  for  many 
years,  and  as  an  early  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  settled 
many  a  controversy  between  his  neighbors.  By 
working  at  his  trade,  and  making  his  adz  and  liam- 
mer  ring  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  ten 
o'clock  during  the  winter,  and  on  tlie  farm  from 
daylight  until  dark  during  thesummer,  he  succeeded 
in  rearing  his  family  to  take  care  of  themselves 
and  in  paying  for  the  farm  purchase.  At  the  age 
of  eighty-three  he  is  still  hale  and  hard  at  work. 


iiMl\  AR'HN  J.  STABLER.  The  future  of  our 
I  i\\  great  commonwealth  depends  upon  the 
I  ifi  stability  and  integrity  of  the  young  peo- 
•''  pie  of  to-day,  and    among   those   who  are 

contributing  to  the  general  progress  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  these  paragraplis  and 
whose  life  thus  far  has  been  crowned  witli  success. 
One  of  the  young  and  enlei-prising  agiiculturists 
of  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County,  his  pleasant 
estate  is  located  on  section  7,  wliere  he  is  the  for- 
tunate owner  of  seventy-six  acres  of  fine  land.  He 
has  embellislied  his  farm  with  a  commodious  resi- 
dence of  modern  style  of  architecture,  and  elegantly 
furnished  with  everything  that  can  contribute  to 
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tilt!  c<nnf(irt  of  the  lKmselK>ld.  Mr.  Stibler  devotes 
consid«mble  att^'ntiou  to  the  bi-eediiig  of  atook  and 
has  large  bams  and  good  stabling,  as  well  as  other 
outbuildings  which  a  progressive  farmer  now 
deems  essential  to  the  proper  management  of  his 
estate. 

Mr.  Stabler  is  now  in  the  eni'l.v  prime  of  hfe, 
having  been  born  .lauuary  28,  18fiil.  His  parents, 
Charles  and  Barbara  (Roller)  Stabler,  wei-e  natives 
of  Germany,  and  [xisses.'sed  tliose  qualities  of  thrift 
and  energy  which  are  jji-ominent  fhai-acteristies  of 
that  nation.  About  the  year  of  1848  they  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  immediately  after  landing 
proceeded  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ann  Arbor. 
That  city  then  bore  but  few  indications  of  its 
present  high  development  and  was  only  a  little 
Jiamlet  in  the  midst  of  uncultivated  surroundings. 
After  residing  there  three  years  the  parents  re- 
moved to  Lansing,  where  Martin  J.,  of  tliis  sketch, 
was  born.  He  is  proud  to  claim  the  capital  city 
as  his  birtliplace  and  now  ranks  among  the  most 
influential  native-bom  citizens  of  Ingham  County. 

At  the  age  of  three  yeai-s  our  subject  accom- 
panied   liis    parents    in  their    removal  to  Clinton 
County,  where  he  was  reared  to  manliood.     He  re- 
ceived a  good  education  of  which   he   is  making 
practical  use,  and  keeping  thoronghly  posted  upon 
all  events  of  interest  he  ranks  among  tJie  well-in-    ■ 
foimed  men    of   tlie   community.     ITntil   he    was 
twenty-foui'  years  of  age  he  worked  for  his  father, 
in  the  meantime   acquiring  liabits    of    thrift   and 
prudence.     On  Octolwi-   4,  1883,  he  was   happily   ; 
married  to  the  lady    who  now  gi-acefulty    presides 
over  his  household.     Sbe  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  L.  Burke  and  is  the  daughter  of  John    and    1 
Elenora    Burke,   natives    of    Germany.       in    that   , 
counti-y  Mi-s.  Stabler  was  born  September  3,  1861, 
and  thence  at  the  age  of  four  years  she  accompanied 
lier  parent^  to  the  New  World.     They  sojourned 
in  Ohio  until  1872,  when  they  removed  to  Clinton 
County,  Midi.,  where  they  still  reside.     One  cliild    ! 
has  been  bora  to  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Stabler,  a  dniighl«r,    , 
riorence  E.,  who  was  bom  May  16,  1887, 

Alwa^-s  interested  iu  ever\- movement  calculated 
to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  the  coiinty,  Mr. 
Stabler  feels  that  the  liest  interests  of  the  common-    i 
wealth  are  subserved  by  the  Republican  party  and  | 


his  vote  and  sympathies  are  usually  with  the  can- 
didates pledged  to  the  princijiles  of  that  party. 
Realizing  his  ability  his  feliow-citizens  have  often 
called  upon  him  to  aid  iu  the  carrying  on  of  pub- 
lic affairs  and  these  duties  he  has  always  dischai^d 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  He  was  Treasurer  of 
Lansing  Township  two  yeare  and  was  there  as  eUe- 
where  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  and 
his  amiable  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Meth- 
odist Church  and  enjoy  the  esteem  of  those  who 
have  been  associated  with  them  since  they  first  lo- 
cated on  section  7. 


^_-::^iQ^, 


SKTH  A.  PADD(X'K.  One  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
whtise  financial  growth  has  been  synony- 
mous with  tlie  history  and  growth  of  the  town 
is  tlie  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  and  who  is  so  intimately  connected  with 
many  of  ite  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  S,  A,  Paddock  &  Son,  dealers  in  lumber,  lime, 
coal,  etti.,  and  also  of  the  Elective  Lighting  Company 
of  Paddock  &  Henderson.  Mr,  Paddock  has  a 
charming  home  in  the  city  that  is  made  ideal  by 
the  presence  of  his  gracious  and  lovely  wife,  and 
the  love  that  is  shed  between  the  members  of  the 
family,  and  the  appreciation  of  each  individual 
effort  to  bring  about  the  happiness  and  content  of 
others. 

Setli  A.  Paddock  was  born  in  Commeree  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  Mich.,  January  6,  1836.  He 
is  the  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Huldah  M.  (Gates) 
Paddock,  both  natives  of  Herkimer  County,  N. 
Y.  'lliey  came  to  Oakland  County  in  18S4. 
The  head  of  the  family  was  a  merehant  and  miller, 
lie  built  the  flourishing  mills  in  Oakland  County 
and  after  they  were  burned  he  rebuilt,  eventually 
selling  tliem.  In  1852,  he  with  his  family  moved 
to  Hudson,  St.  Croix  County,  Wis. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  about  three  yeai's  to  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  was  then  engaged  in 
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journeyman's  work  for  a  similar  spaca  of  time, 
after  which  lie  went  to  contracting  and  jobbing, 
in  which  he  was  reasonably  successful.  He  was 
married  September  11,  1860  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Ayres,  of  New  York  City  at  the  time  when  they 
were  married,  although  she  had  formerly  lived  in 
Oakland  County,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Paddock  formed 
her  acquaintance  previous  to  gojng  to  Wisconsin. 
On  beginning  their  married  life  be  took  bis  wife 
to  Wisconsin  and  thei-e  tliey  lived  until  1863,  his 
eldest  child  being  bora  tliere.  At  the  last  named  date 
he  moved  to  Jackson,  Mich.  He  followed  selling 
territory  for  a  patent  right,  and  at  the  same  time 
was  engaged  in  recruiting  for  the  army.  He  cleared 
tbe  second  and  third  ward  of  Jackson,  Mich.,  of 
draft  under  contract,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865,  he 
removed  to  Mason,  and  here  l>ecame  engaged  in 
tbe  work  of  architectural  diufting  and  contracting. 
He  has  been  the  architect  for  tlie  principal  build- 
ings ei'ected  m  this  city.  He  superintended  the 
building  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  at  Portland, 
Ionia  Countj',  and  finally  liecame  a  partner  of  the 
firm  of  Bi-own,  Paddock  A  Co.,  builders  and  con- 
tractors, and  specialists  in  architectural  drafting. 
Mr.  Paddock  was  natui-ally  gifted  in  the  line  of 
architectural  and  ai-tistic  drawing  and  had  culti- 
vated this  gift  assiduously  making  special  prepa- 
ration for  his  architectural  work. 

Our  subject  has  been  particularly  fortunate  in  a 
business  way.  A  genial,  whole  souled  man,  be 
has  commended  himself  kindly  and  favorably  to 
all  classes  of  business  men.  He  prides  himself  on 
the  fact  that  he  never  had  to  ask  for  a  day's  work 
in  his  life  and  yet  always  received  the  highest 
wages.  After  a  time  he  bought  out  one  pai-tner 
in  tbe  firm  of  contractors  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  about  five  years  later  he  bought  out  the  other. 
He  is  not  only  the  builder,  but  also  the  owner  of 
tlie  Paddock  Block  of  Mason,  which  is  a  fine  brick 
structure  that  is  imposing  in  dimensions  and  style  i 
of  architecture.  j 

Mr.  Paddock  is  the  father  of  six  children,  of  ! 
whom  three  died  young.   Tliose  living  are  Minnie,   | 
horn  March  14,  1865,  Harry  E.  and  Fred  E.     The 
only  daughter  and  eldest  child,  Minnie,  is  now  tbe 
wife  of  G.  J.  Charles,  of  Lansing,  who  is  engaged    . 
in   the  real-estate  and  insurance    business.     Tliey    : 


are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Harry  E.  who  was 
bom  in  April,  1867,  is  a  partner  with  his  father. 
He  has  made  himself  a  home,  and  has  a  wife  to 
whom  he  is  entirely  devoted.  He  is  a  pleasant 
young  man  and  successful  in  business.  Tlie  young- 
est son,  Fred  E.  was  born  December  16,  1873. 

Our  subject  was  formerly  a  I>emocrat,  but  of 
late  years  he  has  been  a  Republican,  the  stand  tliat 
that  party  has  taken  in  the  advancement  and  per- 
fection of  commercial  life,  suiting  his  ideas  of  gov- 
ernment Mr.  Paddock  lias  served  two  terms  as 
Supei-visor  of  tlie  Second  "Ward,  and  also  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years. 
He  has  been  one  of  the  main  supports  Of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  aiding  it  greatly,  not  only  pecu- 
niarily but  by  example  and  precept.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  several  secret  societies  and  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  Although  the  original  of  our  sketch 
acquired  nothing  by  inheritance,  he  has  been  able 
to  accumulate  a  handsome  little  fortune,  and  this 
has  been  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts,  Mr. 
Paddock's  father's  decease  occurred  at  Santa  Bar- 
bara, and  there  his  mother,  only  sister,  and  three 
brothers  still  reside.  One  brother  is  in  business  in 
Wisconsin. 


yMLLIAM  M.  DOBIE.  The  gentleman  whose 
/  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  gen- 
eral farmer,  owning  a  fine  ti'act  of  land 
comprising  two  hundred  and  forty-flve  acres  on 
sections  15,  16  and  22,  AUiedon  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  was  born  in  Adrian,  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.,  October  28,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
Dobie,  one  of  the  old  pioneere  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
ship. Our  subject's  mother  was  previous  to  her 
marriage,  a  Miss  Maria  Willey.  Her  decease  took 
place  October  20,  1848.  Mr.  l>obie  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  tbe  Pacific  Coast,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seventeen  years,  spending  most  of  the 
time  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 

The  first  years  spent  by  our  subject  on  the  coast 
was  given  to  California,  but  the  rest  of  the  time 


,  Google 


,  Google 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


was  spent  in  Nevada.  He  whs  very 
his  stock  business  aud  also  iiad  a  short  experience 
of  mining.  On  returning  from  the  West  he  came 
home  and  assumed  the  proprietorship  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  lie  worked  for  a  year  or  so  and  then 
bought  the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm,  making  the 
pui-eliase  of  forty  acres  in  1877,  and  to  this  lie 
added  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  finely-productive  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  lying  in  a  body. 

Mr.  Dobie  was  married  April  19,  1877,  to  Miss 
Louisa  C.  Mayer,  of  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Mayer,  a  farmer  and  an  old  pio- 
neer in  that  section  of  the  country.  He  was  a 
native  of  Wuilemberg,  Germany.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose 
names  were  as  follows:  Lulu  A,,  bom  May  7, 1880; 
Ijiui-a  Ann,  February  7,  1883;  WiUiam  A.,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1885;  and  Elmo,  January  19,  1888.  Mr. 
Dobie  lias  made  a  success  in  his  efforts  in  agricul- 
ture. He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  aid  from  his 
father  at  the  outset,  but  the  great  portion  of  his 
pi-opei-ty  has  been  acquired  by  his  individual 
efforts  and  constant  attention  to  his  calling.  Politr 
ically,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  honored  by 
his  party  in  having  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  an  office  which  he  held  during  one  term. 
He  has  made  many  improvements  on  tlie  farm  since 
coming  here,  having  brought  the  best  of  judgment 
and  taste  to  bear  in  his  management.  Personally, 
he  is  a  pleasant  man,  thoroughly  reliable  in  every 
way  and  one  of  Alaiedon's  best  citizens. 


^^  IIARLF:S  S.  FrrZ  SIMMONS,  The  extent 
[((  n  ^  *hich  a  community  indulges  in  the  de- 
^^^  lights  of  the  floral  world  may  well  serve  as 
a  measure  of  its  culture  and  progress.  Lansing, 
Ingham  County,  is  not  behind  in  this  matter  and 
attests,  not  only  in  its  beautiful  homes  and  the 
highly  cultivated  grounds  which  surround  them, 
but  also  in  its  patronage  of  those  who  engage  in 
floral  culture,  to  the  love  of  its  people  for   true 


beauty  and  the  best  things  of  nature.  A  fine  trade 
has  been  built  up  by  our  subject  in  the  line  of  a 
florist's  biisiness,  as  he  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Riverside  Greenhouses  which  is  a  flourishing  insti- 
tution and  supplies  a  large  amount  of  first-class 
work  to  the  people  of  Lansing.  Besides  his  trade 
in  flowers  he  has  an  excellent  business  in  market 
gardening,  having  ten  acres  of  garden  one  mile 
south  of  Lansing. 

Mr.  Fitz  Simmons  was  bora  June  26,  1854,  in 
Camden  Township,  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.  His 
father,  Stephen,  was  born  in  Chemung  County, 
N.  Y,  The  grandfather,  Thomas,  was  also  a  native 
of  Chemung  Countj-  and  in  1837  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  in  a  log  house  in  the  woods  near 
Wheatland,  Hillsdale  County.  With  him  in  this 
house  (measuring  16x20  feet)  lived  also  the  pioneer 
who  has  been  familiarly  known  as  old  Uncle  Henry 
Humphrey,  They  were  farmers  and  hunters  and 
at  firet  lived  by  their  guns.  About  a  year  later 
they  removed  to  Camden  in  the  western  part  of 
tliat  county,  and  goifig  into  the  woods  Mr.  Fitz 
Simmons  hewed  out  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day, 
being  Supervisor,  .Justice  of  the  Peace,  Methodist 
Episcopal  Class-Leader,  and  served  as  a  delegate  to 
tlie  famous  convention  which  was  held  under  the 
old  oaks  at  Jackson  in  1854,  at  the  time  the  Re- 
publican party  sprang  into  existence.  The  family 
is  of  Norman-French  extraction, 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  New  York.  He  began  working  on  the  Erie 
Canal  as  a  tow  boy  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a 
young  man.  He  took  a  course  of  study  in  civil 
engineering  and  became  the  County  Surveyor  of 
Hillsdale  County.  At  the  time  when  he  went  into 
the  army  he  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  he  had  entered  from  school  lands 
when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  It  was  in  the 
spring  of  1864  that  Stephen  Fitz  Simmons  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  His 
regiment  was  ordered  South  and  he  never  returned 
home,  as  he  died  of  pneumonia  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
in  1865.  He  was  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views  and  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  he  gave  his  life. 

Elizabeth  Stevens  was   the  maiden  name  of  her 
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wlio  became  the  mother  of  our  subject  and  Massa- 
ehvisetts  was  the  8tate  of  her  nativity.  Her  father 
WRS  a  fai-mer  iu  the  old  Bay  State,  who  removed  to 
New  I'ork  and  later  to  Michigan,  wliere  lie  was 
one  of  tlie  early  settlers  in  I^iiawee  County,  locat- 
iufi  on  tlie  Cliicago  Pike,  west  of  Teeuinseh.  Aftcj' 
remaining  there  a  few  yeai-s  he  I'emoved  to  \\'^Ood- 
bridge,  Hillsdale  County  .where  he  improved  eighty 
iRTCM  of  line  laud.  This;  family  of  Stevens  was  of 
the  tiest  stock  of  Xew  England  and  boasted  that 
in  their  veins  mn  blue  blood,  wliich  ast^rtion  was 
well  carried  out  by  their  true  and  iipright  lives 
and  their  love  for  all  of  tlie  liest  things  of  life. 
The  mother  died  in  lW5f!,  Oursubjectwais  the  only 
<:hild  of  luM  iJai-eiiUi,  but  his  father  was  man-ied  a 
jseeond  time  to  Miss  Adeline  Beeni  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  had  three  daughters.  She  now 
resides  in  Hturgis,  this  State. 

Charles  S.  Fitz  Simmons  was  born  -June  26,  18.j4, 
and  had  h^  early  training  and  education  upon  a 
farm,  taking  what  schooling  he  could  acquire  in 
the  Ic^  schoolhouse  with  slab  l>enehes.  After  his 
fatiier's  death  lie  i-emaiued  at  home  until  lie  was 
sixteen  years  old,  as  fivm  the  age  of  ten  years  he 
liad  the  responsibility  of  looking  after  tlie  home 
farm.  Tlie  old  home  was  disposed  of  by  sale  and 
the  family  lived  on  eighty  aeres  in  Woodbridge, 
where  the  youth  remained  until  he  leached  tlie  age 
of  eighteen  yeai*.  He  spent  one  winter  in  tlic  pine 
woods  at  Newaygo,  working  in  lumber,  and  then 
was  for  awhile  with  an  uncle  in  Tecumseli,  Jjena- 
wee  C'ounty.  He  attended  school  at  that  place  in 
the  old  I'nion  High  School  and  put  a  four  yeai-s' 
course  into  three  yeara,  taking  fifteen  months'  tui- 
tion iu  l^tin  extra,  and  at  the  same  time  learned 
the  printer's  trade,  by  means  of  wliich  he  supported 
himself  and  paid  his  tuition.  He  was  graduated 
from  that  school  in  IBTti. 

After  leaving  school  the  young  man  engaged  in 
variouslinesof  business,  in  store,  saw-mill  and  other 
ways  until  1879,  and  then  with  what  money  he  had 
accumulated  purchased  a  nuinufacturing  business. 
This,  however,  did  not  prove  remunerative,  so  in 
1881  he  came  to  Lansing  as  he  already  had  con- 
nections here  which  drew  him  to  this  place.  He 
had  married  in  December,  1880,  Miss  Delia  A, 
Dingman,  daughter  of  William  R.  Dingman,  from 


Schoharie  County,  N.  V.  He  was  a  manufacturer 
of  |Miper  and  also  liad  charge  of  a  woolen  factory 
at  Leeds,  Greene  County,  N.  Y.,al8o  at  Stiiyvesant 
Falls,  where  he  was  an  enterprising  and  successful 
manufacturer.  Later  lie  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Teeumseh  and  a  few  years  later  i-etired 
from  business  and  came  to  Lansing,  where  for  sev- 
eral _\'ears  he  was  in  the  grocery  business.  He 
finally  i-etii-e<l  from  active  work  and  died  here  in 
1884  at  tlie  age  of  stiventy  yearx.  His  excellent 
wife,  Pliebe  Hmeline  Hinckley,  was  bora  in  Lee, 
Berkshire  County,  ^lass.,  aud  passed  from  life  in 
Tecumseli  in  1888.  (it  their  eight  children  foui' 
gi'cw  to  maturity,  aud  the  wife  of  our  subject  is 
the  eldcKt  now  living.  Shewixs  born  in  Lee,  Mass., 
reared  iu  New  Voi-k  aud  completed  her  education 
at  Ashland  Setiiiuary,  after  which  she  taught  for  a 
slK)rt  time. 

Tlie  young  couple  located  on  a  fai'in  in  Meridian 
Township  where  they  carried  on  genei-al  farming 
and  gardening,  and  it  was  while  living  there  the_\' 
that  they  conceived  the  idea  of  starting  a  green- 
house for  the  lousing  trade.  In  1889  Mr.  FiU 
Simmons  obtained  a  lot  on  Kalamazoo  Street,  but 
could  lind  no  iiuilding  here  which  he  could  make 
use  of  as  a  greenhouse.  He  began  with  a  small 
business  aud  has  enlarged  his  place  from  what  it 
was  at  fii'st,  18x72  feet,  until  he  now  has  a  plant 
which  covei-s  eight  thousand  square  feet  aud  is 
gradually  increasing  it.  The  raising  and  pi'Oiiaga- 
tion  of  plants  and  exit  flowei-s  occupies  his  energies 
and  he  keei>s  flowere  on  hand  to  supply  room  dei-- 
oi-ations  and  floral  designs.  His  greenhouse  is 
heated  i»y  hot  water  and  hot  air,  and  he  has  a  line 
gai'den  of  ten  acres  to  siijiply  stock  for  his  market 
gai-den  business,  as  well  as  a  lieautiful  Bower  gai'- 
den  in  connection  withthe  greenhouse.  He  devotes 
three  acres  Uy  celery,  in  which  he  is  uniisually  suc- 
cessful and  he  is  said  to  have  the  largest  ci'lerybed 
in  the  county.  He  owns  a  bant  house  which  lie 
rents  and  also  another  house. 

.A  terrible  affliction  befell  this  excellent  toupk  in 
1889  when,  upon  January  19  and  2»,  their  onl> 
children,  Madge  1>.  and  Alvin  C,  weie  snatched 
from  their  arms  by  that  terrible  stoiuge — scailet 
fever.  Mra.  Fitz  Simmons  is  a  devoted  membei  of 
the  Plymouth  Congregational Chui-eh  andisactive 
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in  the  Ladies'  Society  and  other  church  benevo- 
lences. Like  his  father  and  grandfather,  our  sub- 
ject is  attached  to  tlie  Republican  party.  In  1876 
he  joined  the  First  Regiment  in  the  Michigan 
Militia,  in  which  he  did  service  until  1883,  and 
left  it  with  tho  rank  of  Sergeant.  This  regiment 
was  in  1879  called  out  to  quel!  the  laboi'  riot  at 
Jackson  and  then  proved  itself  effleient  and  ready 
for  action. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  found  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  ot  Mr.  Fitz  Simmons. 


-i^mm^^^im^ 


\l  LONZO  E.  HAYNES.    One  n 


r  feels  the 


J^l  truth  of  the  saying  that  the  "ways  of 
Is  truth  ai-e  devious,"  so  much  as  when  con- 
sidering the  intricacy  of  the  simplest  case 
that  is  under  the  legal  jurisdiction.  Yet  of  all  the 
liberal  professions,  in  no  other  is  there  such  mental 
acumen,  such  quickness  and  clearness  of  perception 
necessary  as  in  the  legal  profession.  It  is  of  all 
other  callings  the  one  most  dependent  upon  nat- 
ural endowments,  and  a  man  if  not  having  a  logical 
reasoning  power,  with  a  I'eady  or  facile  understand- 
ing, might  study  BlacksLone  and  the  whole  library 
of  legal  lore,  without  ever  l!>eeoming  a  lawyer. 
There  are  lawyers  and  lawyere,  but  the  only  true 
Lawyer  is  he  who  unites  with  skill  in  his  calling, 
truth  and  humanity. 

Alonzo  B.  Haynes,  who  is  a  most  successful  pi-ac- 
titioner  in  the  town  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
this  State,  is  an  honor  to  his  profession,  being  a 
man  with  inherent  principles  of  honor,  and  one 
whose  opinions  are  not  to  be  moved  by  any  means 
of  eon'uption.  He  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  February  7,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  C.  Amos 
and  Mary  (Gray)  Haynes,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  where  the  former  followed  the  calling 
of  a  fai-mer.  Our  subject  was  raised  on  a  farm, 
and  as  a  young  man  his  athletic  pursuits  and  work 
in  the  open  air  developed  a  physical  freedom  that 
left  his  mental  progress  perfectly  unchecked  and 
unrestraiucd.  His  mind  developed  under  the  quiet 
influences  by  which  he  was  early  surrounded,  into 


the  perfect  intellectual  blossom.     He  sustained  t 


1  early  childhood  in  the 
as  taken  away  when  he 
md  later,  when  he  had 
B  doubly  orphaned  by 


great  and  irreparable  loss  ii 
death  of  his  mother  who  n 
was  but  four  years  of  age,  a 
reached  the  age  of  ten  he  ^i 
the  loss  of  his  father. 

In  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  original  of 
our  sketch  was  next  to  the  youngest,  but  notwith- 
standing this  fact,  on  his  father's  death,  young  as 
he  was,  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  He 
however,  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, which  he  pursued  to  sucli  purpose  that  after 
leaving  his  studies  he  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  good 
position  as  teacher,  which  calling  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  studied  at  the  Normal 
School  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  At 
the  age  of  nin^ecn  he  came  to  Michigan,  deter- 
mined to  make  for  himself  a  recognized  position 
among  the  legal  fraternity.  Prior  to  coming  to 
this  State  he  had  studied  law  while  teaching,  his 
legal  preceptor  being  John  Wilkinson,  of  Dansville, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  reading  extensively  with  this  gen- 
tleman, he  entered  the  law  school  of  Albany ,N.  Y., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  September,  1871.  He 
also  studied  in  the  law  department  of  the  Union 
T^niversity,  the  Dean  of  which,  Isaac  Edwards,  was 
author  of  several  text  books  in  the  use  of  the  law 
department  of  various  schools.  Mr.  Haynes  had 
practiced  prior  to  eventually  settling  in  Mason,  at 
Dansville,  N.  Y.,  for  a  period  of  about  three  years. 
While  pursuing  his  course  of  studies  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  he  met  Miss  Jennie  A.  Bellows  and  was 
married  to  her  September  6,  1876. 

Having  come  to  Mason,  Ingham  County,  this 
State,  in  1879,  our  subject  has  here  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  licensed 
to  practice  both  in  the  Supreme  and  United  States 
Courts,  and  his  appeals  and  arguments  have  ever 
been  noted  for  their  lucidity  and  ingenuity,  Mr, 
Haynes  has  served  as  City  Attorney  for  three 
years,  which  time  has  been  fully  occupied  with 
public  work,  many  demands  having  been  made 
upon  him  in  a  public  way.  He  of  wliom  we  write 
is  a  direct  descendantof  the  same  family  of  Haynes 
whose  groat  legal  representative  debated  with  the 
orator  and  statesman,  Webster. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Haynes  is  very  pleasant, 
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his  wife  being  (t  woman  noted  for  her  intellectual 
attainments,  as  well  a^  her  marked  perHonal  attrae- 
tionw.     As  they   have  no  family,  tlieir   attention    j 
and  interestsare  more  bi-oadlvdistrlbuted  than  that  j 
of  llie  majority  of  nmrried  people,  and  the  social    j 
demands    made    npon  lliem  are  not  few,  noi'  are 
they  slow  in  riuin<;  what  they  can   lo  form  and 
l>ei'fect    whatever  spirit  is  apparent  in   the   com- 
munity that  promises  to  !«  to  the  uplifting  of  the 
people.     In  his  political  views,  preferences  and  re- 
lations, our  subject  is  a  Republican,  co-operating 
with  that  party  most  actively  in  its  local  jjolitieal 
iiilt'i-ests.     lie  has  Ijcen  a  Senior  Deacon  and  Senior 
Warden  in  Ihi!  Masonic  fraternitv. 


^^  HARLliS  II.  LKMUN.  While  formerly  it 
II  ...  was  almost  cousidei'cd  an  opprobrium  to 
^l^r'  sj>eak  of  aman  as  a  "traveling" man,  to-day 
they  have  so  stronjj  and  firm  a  fooling  in  commei- 
eial  life  and  seem  so  al>soluteU  indispensable  that 
in  spit«of  then  leputation  foi  i)eing  the  "jolUest 
men  on  eaith  and  the  Iwst  li\ers,  as  many  gentle- 
men are  found  there  tu-  elsewhere.  Our  subject  is 
an  ex-trai  eline  ■-ilesman  and  no  exception  to  the 
rule  of  tia^eling  men  m  his  temperament  and  na- 
tui-e.  He  IS  now  tngaged  in  the  dry-goods  bnsi- 
n ess.  and  also  deals  m  clothing,  l)oots,  shoes,  etc. 
His  two  sons  lie  his  paitnei-"  m  the  business. and 
they  conduct  the  hiisinesw  undei  the  fiini  name  of 
I  .em  on  Bios 

Our  subject  ih  a  n»ti\c  if  this  State,  having 
l>een  born  in  Oakland  (  lunii  "Novcml>er  27.  IHUr*. 
His  fathei  was  Ichn  Ijcmon  who  was  bom  in  the 
city  of  Dnbim  lieKnd  whert  he  made  his  living 
by  weaving  heme  an  expei  I  in  this  business,  and 
doing  all  soits  of  fanti  weaiing.  Mr.  lemon's 
jiarents  came  to  Stenben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Painted  Post,  when  the  fathei- 
was  a  very  young  man.  He  was  one  of  the  very 
first  settlers  in  Avon,  taking  iKiat  to  Detroit,  and 
fi-om  there  ]noceeded  by  ox-teani  to  Avon,  where 
he  located  on  a  farm.     Being  an  agent  for  Maj. 


Kearsley,  he  had  an  excellent  o|)j)ortuuity  t<)  exam- 
ine the  be.st  land  and  procure  a  fine  farm, engaging 
in  his  trade,  which  is  that  of  weaving,  and  finding 
hia  services  at  that  early  day  in  e<mstant  demand.  ■ 
He  raised  flax  and  wove  it  into  clotli.  In  1842  he 
removed  from  Avon  and  located  in  Shiawassee 
Townshii>,  Shiawassee  (bounty,  and  there  he  did 
the  work  of  weaving  for  the  whole  county,  and 
found  his  business  so  remunerative  that  he  waa 
able  to  pui-chase  some  of  the  finest  land  in  the 
country,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  IS43.  he  was  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  lainl. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  Jier  niiirriiigc  a 
Miss  -lulia  Ann  Trowbridge,  a  native  of  New  .ler- 
sey.  though  when  a  child  her  parents  had  taken 
her  to  Steulien  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer.  He  also  was  an  early  settler  in  Avon  and 
there  died.  (Jnr  subject's  jiarents,  although  both 
earnest  and  ardent  C'iiristians.  were  brought  up  ui 
different  chuixilies,  the  father  worshiping  with  the 
Presbyterian  denomination,  and  tlie  mother  at- 
tending the  Methodist  Chui-cli.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  childreii.  nine  of  whom  arc 
still  living,  and  fit'  tiiesc  imr  suhji'i-l  l^  tlie  voiiiiy;- 
esl. 

From  the  age  of  six  j^ears  Mr.  I^mon  vtai*  reared 
in  Shiawassee  Township,  and  there  received  what 
education,  in  the  way  of  school  advantages,  he 
enjoyed.  During  bis  Iwybood  there  were  still 
plenty  of  Indians  in  the  State,  and  from  them  he 
learned  as  much  of  woodcraft  as  he  learned  of 
farming  from  bis  father.  The  school  he  attende<l 
was  of  the  rudest  sort,  built,  as  most  of  tiieni  wei-e 
in  those  early  days,  of  the  most  accessible  material 
— logs,  with  a  stick  chimney.  It  was  furnished 
with  slab  seats  and  a  heterogeneous  supjily  of  text- 
books. 'Hie  pens  that  they  used  wei-e  of  quills. 
and  one  of  the  e.irliest  arts  and  awomiilishmentr' 
that  they  were  recpiired  to  learn  was  tiiat  of  cut 
ting  and  poiuiiug  these  ipiills  and  making  them 
ready  for  use. 

When  about  nine  years  of  itge,  the  uriijiiiiil  of  „\\r 
sketch  went  and  made  his  home  with  n  mai'ried 
sister,  Mrs.  0.  Seargent  Sharp,  and  there  he  iv- 
mained  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  those  early 
days  sixteen  years  was  considered  an  age  at  whicii 
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Kiiy  able- 1 )(j died  yoiuifj  man  filionld  \»  able  to  siip- 
|>urt  liiiHHeK,  although  he  wai'  not  MijJiJOf'ed  to 
liavo  either  discietlon  or  judgment  enough  to  be 
legally  rcpoHHible  Oni  milijeLt  bke  most  \oung 
men,  was  at  that  time  tluowii  upon  hw  owu  i-e- 
soui-ces  au(l  he  went  to  Il\ion  Buiu-.  lownslii]). 
luid  eilteied  a  stole  as  cleik  iLmaiiiing  there  for 
tliree  .\eais  duimg  whuli  he  gained  an  insight 
into  the  geneml  mtichandi»t  huMiness  \t  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  liegan  hu'-mes"  Eot  lumstlf  going 
into  geneial  nituhandi^ing  and  ha\ing  a.-  part- 
ner Caj  it  T>  I  l{o\  .  II  ^enthmm  ■ne.it  to 
the  war  on  tlK  1  1  i_  iit  f  th  Tiilrlh.i  and 
was  kilkd 

Mr.  lAmon,in  l».>-i  oi  IH.I,*,  went  into  tht,  grict- 
tnill  tmsiness,  Had  also  built  a  sawmill.  These  he 
ran  until  1864,  and  then  isold  out.  In  1K62  lie 
had  been  appointed  I'ostmaster  of  Byioii,  and 
kept  that  post  for  Sixteen  years.  In  1879  lie  pm- 
cliased  the  mill  niid  store  block, running:  tiie  foimer 
until  188(1.  and  during  that  time  lie  put  in  the 
new  roller  system,  producing  one  liiindred  and 
fifty  thousand  iMiiTels  of  Hour  in  a  year.  Mttist  of 
his  product  was  sliijiped  to  Portland  anil  to  the 
Kast,  his  shipiiing  i-ate  being  at  one  time  a*  low  as 
twenty -eight  e«nts  a  liarrel,  and  at  one  time  as 
high  as  eigbty-tive  eents.  In  1»80  he  sold  out  his 
milling  interest  and  went  ii|>on  the  road  as  a  trav- 
eling salesman,  representing  Jat'ob  Hrown  ■.V  Co., 
of  Deti-oit,  dealers  iu  furnishing  goods  and 
notions.  He  tmveled  for  this  company  for  ten 
years,  his  route  being  chiefly  through  the  State  of 
Michigan. 

Tmveliiig  hikving  Iteeoine  monot(mouc  to  our 
subject,  iu  the  fall  of  1890  be  retired  from  the 
road,  and  lias  sinee  engaged  in  the  business  with 
his  sons,  mentioned  at  the  Iteginning  of  the  sketch 
in  1882  he  loujited  in  the  city  of  Lansing,  and  in 
1887, in  the  month  of  May, ho  opened  a  dry-goods 
store,  also  selling  boots  and  shoes.  His  sons,  who 
are  engaged  with  him  in  business,  aie  twins,  and 
are  among  the  most  popular  business  men  in  the 
city,  (ienial,  courteous  and  whole-souled,  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  patronize  such  a  fiim. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  owns  a  ver\- 
pleasant  home  in  Lansing,  on  Willow  Street,  and 
it  is  presided  oA-er  most  beautifully  hv  his  amiable 


and  aw  om  pi  i  si  led  wife.  Their  marriage  took  plaee 
in  the  town  of  Hyron  in  1860.  the  lady  lieing  a 
Miss  HIizaiieth  Kelsey.  who  was  a  native  of  the 
place  in  which  she  wbh  married.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Kelsey,  who  was  Protwte  Judge  of  Shia- 
wassee County  for  twelve  years.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  five  childi-en,  who 
are  all  briglit  and  at*oinplislied.  The  sons  who 
are  in  partnoi'ship  with  Mr.  ]>emon,  and  who  are 
commonly  spoken  of  as  tlie  twins,  ai'e  Karl  and 
Fiank.  'Ilie  eldest  daiigliter,  Lizzie,  is  emplo\'ed 
also  in  the  store,  while  the  two  youngest  dauglileis. 
(irace  and  Fanny,  lemaiii  at  home. 

Prior  to  coming  to  l^ansing.  Mr.  l^mon  had  held 
several  local  ofHces,  having  been  the  Supervisor  of 
Bums  Townshij),  and  also  Township  t'lerk.  lie 
also  has  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  J'l-esi- 
dent  of  the  village  of  liyron,  and  was  subsequently 
Chairman  of  the  Village  Board.  During  the  war 
his  patriotism  and  zeal  were  so  tired  that  he  was 
anxious  to  enlist,  but  was  debaired  fi-om  doing  so 
by  an  imperfection  in  his  eye-sight,  ile.  however. 
acted  as  drill  master  for  three  yeai-s.  rntil  going 
OH  the  ioa<I  he  belonged  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  Politically  he  afliliate^  with  the 
Republican  jiarty.  being  one  of  its  slaiichest  jind 
most  loyal  I'ollowei-s  in  this  citv.  In  religions 
matters  he  is  libei-al.  His  wife  is  n  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  himself  is  a  generous 
sn|i|H'rtei'  of  the  same. 


y:lLl.lAJI  II.  POST.  Most  of  the  families 
wlio  have  settled  in  White  Oak  Township 
,  ^  have  their  descent'from  lines  which  Inive 
for  generations  been  residents  of  this  country  and 
mai'  lie  classed  among  the  old  families  of  America. 
That  which  is  i-epi'esented  by  the  name  at  the  head 
of  this  sket<'h  is  one  of  these,  as  he  traces  his  line- 
age on  his  mother's  side  Imc'k  to  the  early  Colonist.* 
of  (.'onnecticut  and  feels  that  in  tlie  making  of  the 
history  of  that  section  of  the  eountry  liis  fore- 
fftthei-s  had  their  share. 

Our  subject,  w]io  was  Iwrn    in    t8.i3,  has  since 
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1854  lived  on  the  old  homestead  on  section  32, 
liaving  been  bora  on  section  13,  in  White  Oak 
Township,  His  father,W.O.  Post,  was  born  in  1811 
in  Connecticut  and  died  June  30,  1875,  and  hia 
early  yeai-s  were  spent  there  with  his  parents  before 
the  i-emoval  of  the  family  to  New  York.  In  the 
Empire  State  they  remained  for  some  five  years, 
during  wliieU  time  the  boy  received  his  education 
before  removing  to  loseo  Township,  Livingston 
County,  Mich. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  1840  united  in 
the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Ursulla  Smith,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  who  was  residing  in  White  Oak 
Township.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  the 
four  children  who  came  to  liis  parents.  The  two 
first-born  wei-e  Coi-enna  and  Emma,  twin  sisters, 
C'oi-enna  married  J.  A.  Sly  and  is  the  mother  of 
three  chtldi'en,  and  Emma  married  C.  II,  Wood  and 
resides  at  Leslie  with  her  husband  and  five  children; 
the  third  sister  of  our  subject  was  named  Sallie  and 
she  became  the  wife  of  James  Paddock  who  resides 
at  Detroit,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children. 

W.  H.  Post  upon  reaching  manliood  agreed 
most  heartily  with  the  Holy  Scriptures  wliere  it 
says  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  and 
united  his  life  with  Ella  Dakin,  wlio  was  born  in 
Ingliam  Township,  Ingham  County.  One  child 
only  has  brightened  this  home,  and  her  name  is 
Lottie.  Tlie  maternal  grandfatlier  of  Mr.Post  was 
Robert  Smith,  who  was  also  the  progenitor  of  Mr. 
Willard  Smith,  whose  sketch  is  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  The  great-grandfather  bore  the  same 
name,  Robert  Smitii,  and  was  a  native  of  England. 
There  were  nine  children  in  this  old  country  fam- 
ily, of  whom  five  were  sons,  who  bore  tiie  names 
of  Jobn,William,  Robert,  Abi-am  and  Isaac,  It  is  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  the  family  that  some  of  these 
brothers  were  among  tlie  early  settlers  of  James- 
town, N.  Y.,  in  1607.  The  old  family  Bible  of  the 
Smith  family  bears  the  date  of  1620.  This  Bible  is 
in  the  possession  of  Willard  Smith  and  is  a  choice 
heirloom. 

A  flourishing  business  in  general  farming  is  (sir- 
riedou  byour  subject,  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked. 
He  devotes  himself  exclusively  to  his  business  and 
\iBJs  never  consented  to  occupy  any  township  or 
county  offices,  although  he  is  sincerely  interested  in 


political  matters  and  an  intelligent  observer  of  the 
public  movements  of  the  day,  being  a  stanch  Dem- 
ocrat and  warmly  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  that 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social  orders, 
being  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Benefit  Association,  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  and  the  Grange.  His  family  are  con- 
nected with  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and 
in  its  work  Mr,  and  Mi-s.  Post  are  actively  inter- 
ested. 


IDNEY  0.  RUSSELL.  It  is  of  interest  to 
record  the  life  of  the  oldest  settler  in  the 
village  and  township  of  Ijcslie,  who  has 
of  the  most  active  promoters  of 
this  part  of  the  county  and  has  achieved  excellent 
success  in  business  in  Leslie.  His  days  of  activity 
are  over  now,  as  he  suffered  a  stroke  of  pai-alysis 
and  is  now  confined  to  the  house  and  is  quite  fee- 
ble, so  that  he  has  to  place  his  business  in  tlie  hands 
of  a  foster  son.  His  superior  character,  ability 
and  record  since  coming  to  this  county  make  him 
worthy  of  a  prominent  place  in  our  annals. 

Our  subject  was  bom  in  East  Bloomfield,  N.  Y., 
October  1,  1812,  his  honored  parents  being  James 
and  Electa  (Squares)  Russell,  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  The  family  removed  to  Michigan  about 
the  year  1838  and  settled  in  Saline,  Washtenaw 
County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  They  had  eight  children  and  our  subject 
remained  at  home  until  about  the  age  of  sixteen, 
when  he  went  away  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  near  Seneca  Falls.  His  ear- 
lier years  were  spent  on  the  farm  near  Seneca 
Falls  and  he  received  a  coftimon-school  education. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  until  1836,  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  fai-m  on  what  is  now 
sections  17  and  18,  in  the  township  of  Leslie. 
There  were  only  two  other  white  settlers  in  the 
township  at  that  time. 

In  making  the  journey  to  the  new  West  Mr. 
Russell  came  by  water  to  Detroit  and  completed 
the  trip  with  an  ox-te»ra,  fording  all  the  streams 
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and  often  heeominjr  soaked  vi\  iK-coiint  of  lilil[^ 
and  higli  watei-s.  llefii-sl  built  alujisliftiity  I  txl« 
feet  in  dimeneious  and  in  it  lie  estahlislied  iiij*  wife 
and  one  little  child,  Matilda.  Wild  game  and 
Indians  abounded  tlirongli  all  that  i-egion  and  the 
old  Indian  chief,  "Okemos,"  wa»  a  fi-equent  giiecit 
ill  this  cabin.  Mr.  Russell  jMoceeded  to  clear  his 
farm  and  improve  it,  liven  in  that  early  day  lie 
was  full  of  det«nninatio»  to  succeed,  as  he  came  to 
Michigan  witli  the  full  intent  to  make  a  home  and 
he  willingly  woi-ked  and  snffered  privations  which 
we  of  this  later  generatitni  cflii  scareely  realize. 

j\.fter  farming  a  few  years  onr  siiliject  moved 
his  family  to  Leslie  and  afterward  lx>uglit  and 
o|>erated  a  isawinill  lint  somewhat  later  sold  that 
jiroi^rty  and  engaged  in  the  meit'antile  Inisines*, 
lioing  one  of  the  very  fii'st  ineitshantis  of  the  place, 
and  continuing  in  Imsinetis  in  T.eslie  for  almost 
fifty  years.  He  iM-gan  life  with  nothing,  a."  his. 
father  wat!  a  man  of  small  nieniifi,  .ind  he  haw  made 
all  lie  now  pos»H.'!*es  iiy  his  own  efforti*.  siijjple- 
niented  by  the  wise  co-o]iemtion  of  his  faithful 
and  efficient  lielpmate.  His  imsiness  ha?  st^'adiiy 
jri'own  and  is  now  tlie  largest  mei-cantlle  lioui^'  and 
the  only  drv'-joods  house  in  l^slie. 

This  pioneer  gentleman  has  auquii-ed  consider- 
alJo  ((TOperty  in  real  estote  and  is  a  heavy  stock- 
holder in  the  I'eople's  Jiaiik  at  J.;eslie.  In  his 
early  life  he  was  a  sti'ong  -lackson  man  and  after- 
ward i.wilonged  t^  the  "Whig  [jai-ty  and  was  an  ear- 
nest Alwilitionist;  later  he  liecame  a  decided 
Repidilican.  He  held  iconic  minor  town  oflJces  and 
was  a  delegate  t<)  the  convention  that  organized 
Ingham  County,  and  also  hel|H'd  to  lay  ont  the 
village  of  J,eslie.  He  has  lived  in  this  township  for 
fifty-five  yeare  and  has  aceiimnlated  a  large  ])i'oi>- 
erty,  having  been  .i  man  iif  unusual  energy  and 
sterling  integrity. 

In  the  early  days  the  neai-est  ti'a<Iing  point  was 
Jackson,  which  lay  at  a  difitance  of  fifteen  miles 
thi-ough  the  foi-ost.  Air.  Russell  erected  his  pi-es- 
ent  residence,  a  handsome  hrick  striK-tui-e.  in  1HH1). 
and  it  is  one  of  the  nuwt  Iteautiful  homes  in  the 
village.  In  his  \'oungi'i-  da*-s  he  «'as  n  greal 
huntsmau  and  still  deliglils  in  rci''iiuifing  Die 
pleasures  of  th<'  chase. 

The  wife  of  his  youth,  to  whom  be  wa«  united  in 


Scin'i'a  CouLity,  X.  V.,  was  a  native  of  that  county 
and  bore  tlie  maiden  name  of  Mary  Fox.  Her  j)ar- 
ents,  William  and  Hulda  Fox,  were  natives  of  New 
.leisey,  and  lived  for  many  yeai's  in  Seneca 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  had  six  children, 
Matilda,  Mary,  Emma,  Myron,  Seward,  and  a  twin 
whodied  in  early  infancy.  Themotheruf  thesechil- 
dren  died  some  yeai-s  ago  and  Mr.  Russell  was  mar- 
ried a  seeond  time  to  .MissRumina  llaynes,  August 
4, 1 863.  'Hiis  lady  was  living  in  I.iansiug  at  the  time 
of  her  miion  with  Mr.  Russell.  Whe  was  bom  in 
Mentz  Township,  Cayuga  Coimty,  X.  Y..  February 
2'2.  tHI8,  being  a  daughter  of  William  and  Abhy 
(.Vniiable)  llaynea,  natives  of  New  .lei-sey  and 
Massachusetts  I'esiJectiveiy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ilaynes 
came  to  New  York  when  young  and  there  were 
married  and  resided  until  his  death,  after  which 
his  wife  and  children  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  (hioiidaga  Towntiliip,  Ingham  County,  in 
IIS8T,  Mi-s.  lluynes,  however,  came  to  make  her 
home  with  ber  daughter,  Mi-s.  Russell,  a  few 
inoiitlLs  iK'fore  Iier  dejtnrture  lo  the  other  world. 


s*#M««n«-ti»ie-^< 


^if^REDERICK  THdMAN.  Such  a  city  as 
l\^^;  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  owes  an  incal- 
li\  culalile  debt  to  those  of  her  business  men 
wIki  have  Iieen  suUiciently  broad  and  far-sighted 
to  plan  sueli  conveniences  and  improvementsin  tiie 
city  a-i  con(hiee  to  the  prosperity  of  business  and 
therefore  to  the  growth  of  tlie  town.  Such  an  one 
is  he  of  whom  we  write,  who  was  one  of  the  priii- 
ci|tal  pi-omotei-s  of  the  building  of  the  Transit 
Railroad  track  which  runs  along  by  tlie  side  of  his 
mill  and  all  other  factories  of  the  West  Side,  con- 
necting them  with  all  the  i-aili-oads  of  tlie  city.  This 
is  one  t>f  the  most  valuable  improvements  to  the 
city  and  gave  a  much  needed  stimulus  t«  the  man- 
ufacturing interests  of  the  West  Side. 

This  gentleman,  who  l>elongs  to  the  firm  fif  F. 
Tlioman  A'  Bro.,  proprietor  of  the  (,)rieiital  Mill  at 
Lansing,  was  born  at  old  Ft.  Hamilton  in  New 
York  Harltor,  May  !»,  1843.  About  three  years 
later  he  was  bi-ought  hy  his  [Htrents  to  Crawford 
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County,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education  in 

the  common  schools  of  Crestline.  His  father,  John 
A,,  was  born  at  Rhine  Falls,  Germany. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  our  subject  became  fireman 
on  the  Pittsburg,  Ft,  Wayne  &  Chicago  Railroad 
and  two  years  later  took  charge  of  an  engine  as 
engineer  between  Crestline  and  Pittsburg,  During 
tlie  last  year  of  the  war  he  was  in  the  Government 
employ  as  engineer  in  the  SoutSi.  He  was  married 
in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  in  October,  1866,  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Reitz  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  thei-e 
reared  and  educated.  After  this  event  Mr.  Thoman 
went  to  Indiana  asan  engineer,still  making  hia  home 
in  Crestline  until  the  spring  of  1868  when  he  tame 
toLansing  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr,  F,  A  Reitz 
with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  under  the  flim 
name  of  Reitz  &  Thoman.  In  May  of  that  yeai  the^ 
began  llie  construction  of  the  present  mill  which 
was  finished  during  the  fall  and  put  in  operation 
on  New  Tear's  day. 

These  gentleman  remained  in  partnership  for 
eight«en  months  and  then  Mr.  Thoman  sold  out  to 
Mr.  Reitz,  and  aix  months  later  the  lattei  died 
after  which  our  subject  purcliased  the  whole  prop- 
erty and  continued  sole  proprietor  until  1885, 
when  he  took  his  brother,  J.  P.  Thoman,  into  part- 
nei-ship  with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  Tlioman 
&  Co.  The  mill  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  city 
and  has  a  capacity  of  two  hundred  barrels  a  day. 
Tliey  ship  large  quantities  of  flour  to  the  Eastern, 
Southern  and  foreign  markets. 

Mr.  Thoman  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  sec- 
ond Ward  in  1878  and  1879,  and  he  is  now  Alder- 
man and  Supervisor  of  the  Sixth  Ward.  He  is  Vice 
President  of  the  Central  Michigan  Savings  Bank, 
having  held  the  office  for  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
He  is  one  of  tlie  incorporators  of  the  Lansing 
Wagon  Works  and  has  been  President  of  that 
company  from  1877,  when  it  was  organized  into  a 
stock  company.  He  is  a  member  and  Director  of 
the  Capital  Investment,  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Lansing 
Wheel bai'row  Works.  He  was  one  of  the  incorpor- 
ators of  tlie  Lansing  Electric  Light  Company ,which 
was  merged  with  the  Gas  Company,  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  Directors.  He  was  one  of  the  pi-ominent 
men  in  organizing  the  Millers'  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 


ance Company  of  Michigan  and  has  been  its  Tieas- 
urer  for  the  past  six  years.  He  is  also  considerably 
interested  in  real  estate  in  Lansing.  Mr.  Tlioman 
isa  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  wliicli  he  joined 
upon  reaching  his  majority,  and  is  a  member  of 
Capitol  Chapter,  No.  9,  fioyal  Arch  Masons,  which 
he  joined  in  1873.  His  political  views  have  led 
him  to  affiliate  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
is  deeply  interested  in  its  national  is^jues. 


y'~  ILI I  VM  i  n  UIN  IS  a  gentleman  who  dis- 
play •>  at  once  maiked  intelligence,  sagacity, 
^  ^  keennesi  and  iead\  v-it  His  affability 
wins  him  friends  md  las  thoiough  culture  and 
well  infoimed  mind  gain  for  him  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him  He  isan  experienced 
ind  practical  ^^orkman,  being  one  of  the  finest 
watchmakers  and  jeweleri  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
C  ountj ,  oi  Central  Michigan  Besides  carrying  a 
beautiful  and  well-chosen  stock  of  jewelry  he  ban- 
dies clocks  and  silverware  and  is  agent  for  some  of 
the  principal  European  Steamship  companies,  the 
German  Lloyd  line,  the  Hamburg  and  American 
Packet  Company,  the  Inman  Line,  the  Red  Star 
Line,  the  Wliite  Star  Line,  besides  the  Allan  Line, 
the  Union  Line,  and  several  oliiers. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Jauer,  in  the  Province 
of  Silicia,  Prussia.  His  father,  William  F,  Hahn, 
liad  his  nativity  in  1809,  in  Schweitnitz,  Silicia, 
Prussia,  and  his  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  William  F,,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place 
where  he  owned  a  farm,  and  lived  to  complete 
almost  f oni-seore  yeai-s.  The  father  entered  the  Ger- 
man army  when  a  young  man  and  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  fifty  yeare,  thirty  years 
as  a  soldier  and  twenty  years  as  an  officer  of  the 
civil  government.  He  entei-ed  as  a  private,  be- 
came Paymaster,  and  before  he  had  completed  his 
term  of  service  he  was  placed  in  a  position  coiTes- 
ponding  to  our  office  of  Auditor  General.  He  was 
a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief  and  died  about 
the  year  1882. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Ffedericka  Hess^ 
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by  name,  and  was  born  in  Jauer,  where  her  father, 
William  Hesse,  was  a  dealer  in  produce.  The 
mother  was  educated  as  a  Catholic,  and  died  in 
1884.  She  had  four  children — our  subject  who  ia 
the  youngest,  being  the  only  one  who  came  to 
this  country;  Emil,  Mary  and  Selma  all  resdde  at 
Lignitz,  Germany,  where  Emil  is  the  Postmaster. 

Mr.  Hahn  attended  first  the  public  school  and 
tlien  the  gymnasium  at  Jauer,  in  which  latter  insti- 
tution he  spent  four  years  and  took  a  course  in 
Latin  and  French.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  ap- 
prenticed for  four  years  to  the  jeweler's  trade  at 
Jauer  and  after  becoming  a  journeyman  he  trav- 
eled through  Germany  in  different  provinces,  also 
England  and  France.  He  was  in  Paris  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  War,  and  when  in  England  spent 
much  time  in  London,  Oxford  and  Liverpool,    - 

In  July  1872,  this  gentleman  left  Liverpool  by 
the  steamer  "City  of  Berlin",  of  the  Cunard  line, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  twelve  days  landed  in  New 
York.  He  came  at  once  to  Lansing  and  started  in 
the  jewelry  business  here,  working  up  his  trade 
from  small  beginnings  to  his  present  prosperity. 
He  has  the  experience  of  a  lifetime  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  jewelers  in  l^ansing.  He  keeps  on  hand 
a  fine  display  of  rich  and  rare  gems.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Lansing  and  in  politics  is  independent,  as  he 
does  not  care  to  be  trammeled  by  party  ties  and 
prefers  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  his  judg- 
ment approves,  and  whom  he  considers  best  fitted 
for  the  olBce  in  question. 


ipEY.EDWIJ 
[^  now  a  gen 
ifc  \\l      of  fiixty-fi' 


i^  EV.  EDWIN  HABLEIGII  BROCKWAY  is 

a  general   farmer  on  a  fertile  tract  of 

y-five  acres,  located  on  section   31, 

^^  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County.  He 
was  bom  m  Daneville,  Steuben  County,  N.  T.,  May 
21,  1825.  His  father,  Elisha  Wade  Brockway,  was 
boi-n  in  Lyme,  New  London  County,  Conn.,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1790.  He  was  a  farmer  by  calling, 
though  in  earlier  days  he  was  employed  as  a  school- 
teacher and  gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  that 


direction.  He  removed  to  New  York  in  1796  and 
live  there  until  1829,  clearing  up  a  farm  of  wild 
land. 

In  1829  our  subject's  father  removed  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  near  Aim  Arbor,  where  he  lived 
for  five  years.  In  1834  lie  removed  to  Livingston 
County  and  located  near  Whitmore  Lake,  here  he 
cleared  up  a  fai'm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  wild 
land.  During  the  first  yeai'spent  by  the  family  in 
Michigan  the  members  subsisted  principally  on 
com  bread.  Uliey  had  all  the  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life  Ann  Arbor  was  at  that  time  a  village 
of  on]\  a  few  buildings.  Our  subject's  mother, 
Mary  I^men,  was  also  a  native  of  Dansville,  N.  Y., 
being  boiM  there  September  9,  1802.  She  was  a 
daughtei  of  Samuel  Lemen,  a  faj-mer  of  that  place 
and  died  m  1874,  at  Byron,  Shiawassee  County. 
Hei  husband  preceded  her  by  several  yeai-s,  his  de- 
cease having  taken  place  July  1,  1861,  passing 
awaj  in  (onstantine,  Mich. 

.  Edwin  H.  Brockway  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  his  atten- 
tion being  divided  between  his  school  duties  and 
those  of  the  farm.  After  the  years  above  men- 
tioned he  worked  out  for  three  and  a  half  years  on 
a  farm  and  then  entered  Albion  College,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years  and  then  was  admitted  to 
the  Detroit  Methodist  Episcoiml  Conference  in  the 
fall  of  18.54. 

Tlie  first  charge  given  to  our  subject  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  at 
Mason,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  Ho  then 
went  to  Chelsea,  where  he  was  located  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  in  Blissfleld, 
two  years  in  Rome,  two  years  in  Medina,  two  years 
in  Franklin  and  then  was  variously  stationed  at 
Milford,  Oakland  County,  and  at  Unadilla  and 
Fowlerville,  then  at  Byron,  Swartz'  Creek,  Gaines 
and  Albion,  where  he  remained  three  years  in 
order  to  give  his  daughter  educational  advantages. 
He  then  spent  three  years  in  Medina,  when  he  en- 
tered the  list  as  a  superannuated  preacher  in  1883, 
and  purchasing  the  farm  whereon  he  now  resides, 
has  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  work  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  since  then. 

Mr,  Brockway  was  married  August  24,  1855,  to 
Miss  Cordelia  S,  ThdmpsQn,  a  daughter  of  Henrv 
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Thompson,  and  a  sistei'  of  J.  Q.  Thompson,  of 
Alaiedon.  Two  children  have  been  llie  result 
of  this  union;  Mary  E.,  was  born  April  24,  1858. 
She  has  marked  ability  in  a  musical  direction  and 
is  a  graduate  from  the  conservatory  of  Alhion 
College,  where  she  spent  four  years.  She  is  now 
very  successfully  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  music 
Ida  who  was  bora  July  18,  1865,  is  with  her  sister, 
the  life  and  light  of  the  home.  In  1852  Mrs. 
■  Brockway  came  to  Mason  as  an  assistant  teacher  to 
a  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the  Mason  schools. 
In  a  short  time  the  gentleman  resigned  in  Iier 
favor.  She  liad  seventy  pupils  and  taught  for  a 
tl.50  per  week,  boarding  around  in  the  district. 


^I^ANIEL  B.  .J()H>'S()X.  Thosi^  men  wli„ 
I  jl)  came  lo  Ingham  County  in  the  wry  enrly 
^^^  days  and  made  the  fl  ret  settlements  here 
wei'e  men  of  more  than  ordinary  calibre, 
broad  in  their  views,  earnest  in  theu-  life  aims  and 
full  of  enterprise.  They"builded  better  than  they 
knew"  and  laid  the  foimdation  for  the  splendid 
development  which  we  see  to-day.  Their  early 
work  prepared  the  way  for  those  who  came  after 
them  to  build  up  the  institutions  of  education, 
business  and  society  which  make  Ingham  County 
so  desirable  a  home. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  now  a  retired  farmer  resid- 
ing at  Lansing,  was  born  in  the  township  of  I^ns- 
ing,  Tompkins  County,  N.  T.,  February  15,  1821, 
and  remained  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  His  father,  Dr.  Daniel  B.  Johnson, 
Sr.,  was  bom  in  Canterbury,  Conn.,  October  1,  1795, 
and  the  grandfather.  Dr.  Rufus  Johnson,  who  had 
his  nativity  in  Canterbury,  Windham  County, 
Conn.,  November  24,  1763,  was  a  physician  and 
surgeon  and  died  in  Connecticut  NovemI)er  2, 
1836.  During  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  he 
served  under  his  father,  a  Colonel  in  Washiiigton'- 
Army.  This  officer  who  was  Obadiah  (third),  whs 
born  in  MossachusettK,  February  18,  1735,  and  his 
father,  Oliadiah   (second),  was   born  January  24, 


1701.  He  was  married  November  6,  1723  to  Lydia 
C'leveland  an  immediate  ancestor  of  ex-Pi-esident 
Grover  Cleveland;  then  we  come  to  Obadiah  John- 
son the  first  whose  birth  is  not  given.  The  family 
record  can  be  traced  back  for  one  generation  more 
to  Isaac  Johnson  who  was  born  in  England  and 
came  over  in  the  "Arabella"  in  1628. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  Yale  College,  through 
which  he  made  his  own  way  by  hard  work.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  practice  he  removed  to  Ij»nsing 
Township,  Tompkins  County,  which  was  then 
almost  a  wilderness,  there  he  found  the  lady  who 
became  his  wife.  In  January,  1839,  he  removed  to 
Aurelius,  Cayuga  County,  and  located  on  a  fann 
to  be  relieved  from  practicing  his  pi-ofession,  which 
wjt,'*  becoming  too  heavy  for  him  in  liis  declining 
\iai'->  He  came  to  l^ansing,  Mich.,  in  1848  and 
died  heie  at  the  age  of  seventy  yeaif.  He  was  -a 
I  nivei-salist  m  his  religious  l)elief. 

Sarah  S  Baion  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
wlio  lietime  the  mother  of  our  subject,  and  she 
wi--  horn  in  Ijmxmg  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y., 
Iiein^  a  daughtei  of  Daniel  Bacon,  a  native  of 
Connecticut  who  was  an  early  settler  in  Ijansing 
wliich  was  called  Milton  at  that  time.  He  was 
lustiLC  of  the  Peace  for  a  number  of  yeai-s  and  a 
faimer  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  He 
was  a  son  of  Pierpont  Bacon  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut. Mrs.  Sarah  Johnson  died  in  I^nsing,  when 
she  had  reached  the  age  of  three-score  and  ten. 
Her  two  children  were  our  subject  and  Frances  P., 
who  is  now  Mre.  D.  H.  B.  Shank,  residing  in  Lans- 
ing, 

Our  subject  was  reai'ed  in  Lansing,  N.  Y.,  until 
he  I'eaehed  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  taking  liis 
education  in  the  district  schools  and  helping  his  fa- 
ther in  the  drug  store.  When  the  family  removed 
to  Cayxiga  County  he  took  further  scholastic  ad- 
vantages in  the  Cayuga  Academy  and  the  Auburn 
Academy  and  two  or  three  years  later  settled  on 
his  falhei-'s  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
two  and  one-halt  miles  ea>t  of  Cayuga.  That 
propert^\  was  located  on  the  main  turnpike,  com- 
ing from  the  U'est,  which  was  then  the  great  thor- 
oughfare ffir  euiigi-ation.  He  operated  (his  farm 
until  1H18  nhen  became  to  Lansing,  traveling  by 
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stage  from  Dexter  to  this  city.  Here  he  spent  the 
winter  and  in  thespring  of  1849  he  purehaaed  and 
made  his  liome  on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  upon  section  7,  DeWitt  Township, 
Clinton  County.  This  property  was  only  partially 
improved  and  he  began  farming  in  trne  pioneer 
style.  He  placed  excellent  buildings  on  tliis  prop- 
erty and  had  a  fine  flock  of  tJiree  hundred  sheep  and 
having  it  well  improved  by  1861,  he  sold  it  and 
came  to  Lansing  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty  awes  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  in- 
side the  corporate  limits.  Here  again  he  built  and 
made  improvements  and  again  located  on  Grand 
River,  where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising 
for  thirty  years  until  1891,  when  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  retired  from  active  business  to  a  Ijeau- 
tiful  home  which  lie  purchased  in  the  city  of 
Lansing. 

In  Montezuma,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  .Johnson  was  married 
May  31,  1848  to  Miss  C.  Elmina  Topping  who  was 
bom  in  that  town  December  1,  1825.  Her  father, 
Deacon  Topping,  was  bom  in  Morristown,  N.  .J., 
and  lived  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine 
years  when  he  came  to  Cayuga  County  and  grew  up 
to  he  a  farmer  there  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  was  stationed  at  Lewistown,  Cauada,  wliere 
he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  The  grandfatlier, 
Harris  Topping,  was  a  New  Jersey  farmer,  who  in 
his  early  life  settled  in  New  York.  He  was  of 
English  descent  and  was  active  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War. 

The  mother  of  our  subject's  wife  who  was  known 
in  maidenhood  as  Betsey  Atwood,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Isaac  Atwood 
was  an  Englishman  who  died  in  New  York  when 
she  was  quite  young.  She  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  at  the  house  of  her  son  Dr.  Topping  at  De 
Witt.  She  was  an  earnest  and  at'tive  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  Of  her  nine  children  five 
grew  to  maturity  and  JVlrs.  Johnson  was  the  young- 
est daughter  and  was  educated  in  Montezuma  and 
at  the  Oswego  College, 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  de- 
veloped traits  of  character  and  abilities  which  may 
well  make  their  parents  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
able  to  give  tiiem   opportunities  in   life.    Tlieir 


eldest,  Helen  S.,  is  now  Mrs.  L,  H.  Briggs  of  Mar- 
quette; Frank  K  is  the  Mayor  of  Lansing  and  be- 
sides bis  official  duties  still  keeps  an  interest  in  his 
grocery  business;  Charles  T.  is  a  fruit  grower  in 
this  city  and  Herbert  E.  their  youngest  is  a  busi- 
ness man  liere. 

Ivucius  D.,  who  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  age 
was  a  youth  of  precocious  ability.  He  graduated 
l>efore  he  was  twenty-one  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  I>aws  iu  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  engaged  in  practice 
here,  serving  as  City  Attorney  two  terms  and  also 
as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  He  was  considered 
"Nature's  Lawyer"  and  was,  as  he  has  been  called 
"a  complete  bundle  of  law."  He  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two  February  25,  1891,  passing  away  at 
the  liome  of  his  father.  No  man  stood  lugher  in 
tlic  community  than  did  this  young  man  as  he  had 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  also  of  the  pro- 
fessional men  and  it  was  a  common  saying  that 
"Lucius  Johnson  knew  everything."  Between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty  lie  assisted  Judge 
Cooly  of  Ann  Arbor  in  comiJi ling  law  books,  which 
are  now  published  under  the  name  of  Cooly's  Edi- 
tion of  Criminal  Law  Pleadings.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  a  surveyor  and 
civil  engineer  and  laid  out  many  roads  in  DeWitt, 
Clinton  County.  He  and  Dr.  Shank  was  the  first 
Masons  to  enter  the  order  in  Lansing.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  Univei-salist  in  his 
ciiui-ch  connections  and  a  man  whose  prosperity  is 
rejoiced  in  by  all  who  know  h  im. 


EDWARD  EOE.  It  has  often  been  said 
that  the  live  young  business  men  of  any 
city  are  what  keeps  the  blood  ■  of  the  com- 
munity in  circulation.  The  men  who  are 
well  established  in  years  and  wealth  are  often  con- 
tent to  sit  back  and  enjoy  tlie  pi-osperity  which 
tliey  have  so  hardly  earned  in  their  younger  days, 
and  they  are  not  so  active  and  alive  to  the  inter- 
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ests  of  the  community  nor  so  i-eadv  to  push  with   i 
a  good  will  any  enterprise  for  the  upbuildinj^  of 
the  town.     To  the  young  man  wi   must   look  fti    | 
such  aggressive  action,  and  in  suth  aa    >ur  subjtct 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  is  rich. 

Mr.  Roe,  who  is  the  Secretary  and  Tieaauiei   <f 
the  I^nsing  Iron  &  Engine  Woiks    was    botn  in 
Ithica,N.  Y.,  March  24,  1862.    His  fathei    Nathan 
iel  J.  Roe,  had  his   birth    in    Caio  me     lompkms 
County,  N.  T.,  May  14,  1833,  and  the  gran dfithci 
John  M,,  was  born    near  Owego,    Pi     1       He    nib 
the  son  of  Capt.  William  Roe,  who  wis  bjm  en 
Long  Island  and  served  with  Gen  Putnam  m  the 
Highlands  through    the    Revolutionaiy  Wai  and 
died  in  Caroline,  Tompkins  County       Ihe  fimilj 
was  originally  from  French  Huguenot  stock  and    i 
came  with  William  "Warren   to  1  ugland    whence    ' 
they  migrated  to  this   country   gener-itioni   ago    I 
The  name  was  formerly  spelled  DeRoe  | 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  engaged  m  I 
the  manufacture  of  pine  lumber  iji  Cajoline  ^nd  | 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  a  ^\  hig  in  his 
political  views.  His  son  Nathaniel  was  his  assist 
ant  in  the  business  and  became  a  pmotical  saw\  er 
Somewhat  later  he  took  charge  of  the  mill  and 
farm  and  managed  them  until  the  water  powei  wis 
lost  on  account  of  a  Hood.  He  then  continued 
farming  until  1869,  when  he  puta  tenint  upon  tht 
place  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  at  Ithui  until  1  e 
came  West.  In  1874  he  came  to  Lansing  and  hcie 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  which  he  is  still 
carrying  on.  His  excellent  wife  who  boi'e  the 
name  of  Sarah  Green  and  was  a  n^ti>  e  of  the  same 
town  as  himself,  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  L  Green 
a  hotel  man  and  farmer  at  Caroline  Both  she  ind 
the  father  of  our  subject  are  active  membei-s  of  the 
Congregati«mal  (.'hureh  and  the  father  who  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  served  as  i^ldei 
man  for  one  year. 

J.  Edward  Roe  was  the  second  child  in  a  famiH 
of  three  and  was  reared  in  Itliica  until  hii  twelfth 
year,  when  lie  accompanied  his  i>aiLtits  to  1  ansm^ 
in.May,  1874.  He  attended  the  High  Vhool  heie 
until  just  before  the  time  for  hi"  siadnatiou  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  when  he  became  Collec 
tion  Clerk  for  the  Lansing  National  Bank  After 
gevving  in  that  capacity  for  eighteen  months  he 


became  hookkeepei  for  one  year  and  then  teller, 
which  oflice  he  occupied  f  r  two  years. 

In  1883  cur  subject  J»etame  interested  in  the 
lion  &  Eogme  wnko  of  lansing,  which  are  oper- 
ated 1  \  the  flim  of  larviH,  Barnes  &  Co.,  and 
takmn  a  position  with  them,  undertook  the  care  of 
tlicir  books  and  then  financial  affairs.  At  the  time 
f  the  i-e  incoi  porattow  of  this  company  in  Janu- 
ai  V  1 885  Ml  Roe  became  its  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer and  since  that  date  has  held  the  position  just 
named  in  this  rapidlj  gtowmg  enterprise. 

It  was  in  18/1  that* the  business  with  which  Mr. 
Roc  IS  connected  was  started  on  a  small  scale  and 
was  not  at  first  vei \  successful.  The  original  coi- 
l>oirtion  failed  and  in  IH80  it  was  revived  in  a 
small  wa^  and  twc  jtai's  later  it  was  considerably 
enluged  Ihese  woiks  aie  engaged  in  the  manii- 
fflctnie  of  engines  making  a  specialty  of  compound 
engines  foi  electiic  light  purposes,  and  furaish  a 
liige  numiwi  e^ei^  >eai  of  these  valuable  adjuncts 
to  our  civilization  They  also  build  boilers  and 
engines  of  all  kinds  makmgmany  for  sawmills  and 
manufactuie  the  dou Me  acting  "Maud  S."  pump 
foi  windmills  and  oidinary  wells  and  "Picket 
Mills  llieii  building  occupies  over  a  block  and 
is  the  second  largest  manufactory  in  the  cijy,  em- 
t  lacing  amcng  its  othei  works  a  foundry  and 
othei  necessary  adjuncts  It  is  one  of  the  largest 
manuXactuimge  tablishments  in  Michigan  and  the 
second  lai^est  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  They 
build  the  onlj  first-cluss  compound  steain  engine 
made  in  MielUoflu  and  proudly  claim  that  the 
ptoduct  of  their  manufacture  uses  the  least  fuel 
ft  I  acquii  ing  the  greatest  power.  Tiiey  also  build 
stand  plies  and  jtliei  items  too  nnmei-oiis  to  men- 
tion llie  1  iisincs,  extends  over  the  entire  I'nitcd 
States  amounting  to  o\  ei  *i!()0,OU()  a  year. 

The  subject  of  oui  sketch  has  a  beautiful  resi- 
dence on  Capitol  Avenue  which  is  presided  over 
most  charmingly  b>  his  accomplished  and  amiable 
wife  "Mi-s  Roe  take  i  special  pleasure  in  beauti- 
fy in  J'  hei  h<  nic  and  adding  to  its  attractiveness  hi 
\en  wa\  She  i  i  lelightful  elocutionist  and 
hei  geneial  cultiiu  C(  iie^iwnds  well  with  the  fine 
educati  n  t  hei  liu  I  and  They  were  niari-ied  in 
Ti  )>  Ohio  July  25  1888  and  her  maiden  name 
Wfts  Bosan  L  Sage      Her  native  town  was  Picjua, 
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Ohio,  and  tliere  slie  was  ediicated,  completing  lier 
studies  in  tlie  Ada  Norma!  and  gmduating  also  at 
the  Cleveland  Hchool  of  elocution  in  1884,  Pre- 
vious to  liei-  marriage  she  gave  readings  in  many 
prominent  towns  through  Ohio  and  Michigan.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Clmrcli  and 
active  in  different  chureU  benevolencies. 

Besides  his  home  property, Mr,  Uoe  (jwns  a  number 
of  excellent  building  spots  in  Lansing.  He  travels 
some  for  the  company,  going  out  upon  tlie  road  to 
interest  purchasei-s  in  the  product  of  their  factory. 
He  is  a  member  of  tlie  V  and  I  Club  and  is  Senior 
Warden  in  tlie  Order  of  Kuights  Templar  besides 
being  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  His  political  alti- 
liations  arc  with  the  Democratic  i>arty,  but  he  has 
little  time  to  devote  to  politics  othei-wise  than  to 
do  his  duty  at  tlie  yjolls  as  a  man  and  citizen. 


■'^^- 


S^M  AKliUIHD.  TODD.  Among  tlie  prominent 
jj  l\\  and  enterprising  business  men  and  dnan- 
iji  ifi  eiers  of  Lansing  we  ai-e  pleased  to  mention 
*  Mr.  Todd,  wlio  is  Casliier  of  tiie  Ingham 

County  Savings  Bank — one  of  the  shrewdest  and 
most  successful  men  in  this  eitj'.  He  was  born  in 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  at  Toddsville,  April  1, 1834. 
His  father,  Zerali,  was  born  in  New  England  and 
was  an  early  settler  of  Otsego  County,  and  the 
village  in  which  our  subject  wris  liorn  received  its 
name  from  his  familj'. 

The  father  of  tliis  gentleman  took  part  in  tlie 
War  of  1812  and  when  quite  young  did  signal  ser- 
vice for  the  American  army,  riding  a  horse  from 
Sandy  Creek  to  Hillttiwii,  carrying  the  informa- 
tion that  the  English  were  coming,  that  it  might 
reach  SajL-kett's  Harlxir  in  time  to  save  the  day. 
Like  the  good  Jiorse,  lioland,  who  "brought  tlie 
good  news  from  Ghent  to  A  ix"  this  noiile  steed 
fell  dead  at  the  end  of  his  jouraey. 

Zemh  Todd  afterwai-d  engaged  in  woolen  man- 
ufacture and  set  \iy>  the  tirst  loom  which  waa  placed 
in  Otsego  County.  About  tlie  year  I8.S5  he  re- 
moved to  PortlandvUle  and  established  a  woolen 


factory  and  in  1844  went  to  West  Lawrence  where 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful,  being  a  hard  worker  and  a  good 
flnancier.  He  helped  to  build  the  first  dam  in  the 
Susquehanna  River  at  Portland vi lie.  A  tannery 
below  drew  off  the  water  and  he  began  a  suit  which 
lasted  ten  years,  but  which  he  finallj'  won.  About 
the  year  1850  he  went  to  Oriskiny  Falls,  Oneida 
County,  to  enter  upon  the  woolen  business  with  a 
son.  He  died  there  in  18.53  at  the  age  of  flfty-four 
years  from  a  carbuncle.  One  of  his  brothers  was  a 
doctor  in  Pultney,  Wayne  County,  N,  Y.,  one  is  a 
fanner  and  merchant  at  Toddsville.  The  son  of 
another  brother,  Charles,  is  a  prominent  attorney 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  His  political  sympathies  led  him 
into  the  Whig  party  and  he  was  prominent  in  the 
Masonic  order.  He  ti-aced  his  ancestry  from  some 
of  the  Ijest  blood  of  New  Kiigland  and  trained  his 
children  to  believe  that  the  honorable  lineage  from 
which  they  came  demanded  of  them  true  and  noble 
lives. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Almira  M.  McKey.  She  was  born 
near  I'tica,  N.  Y.,  and  when  sixteen  yeara  old  rode 
on  horseback  behind  her  fatlier  to  Jeffereon  County, 
a  trip  of  one  hundred  miles.  They  located  there 
near  Ellisville,  on  Sandy  Creek,  a  point  which  was 
much  sought  by  the  Indians  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  during  the  times  of  confliet  they  used 
Gi-andmother  McKey's  stores  of  linen  to  bandage 
the  wounded.  Jotliam  McKey,  the  father  of  Al- 
mii'a,  was  a  large  farmer  on  Sandy  Creek,  and  he 
lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age.  He  belonged  to 
an  old  Eastern  family  of  Scotch  descent.  After 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Oswego  it  became 
their  permanent  home  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject remained  there  through  life.  She  passed  away 
in  1890  having  reached  tlie  age  of  almost  ninety- 
four  yeai"s.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Chureh  and  a  woman  of  great  benevo- 
lence, wliicli  is  shown  by  her  ix^ring  two  orphans 
liesides  her  own  nine  children. 

The  children  of  this  honselwld  were,  Lodema. 
Mrs.  Welsh,  who  resides  in  Iowa;  Zerah  A.,  a  lum- 
ber dealei'  and  mercliant  who  makes  his  home  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.;  Ardelia,  Mi-s,  Richards, 
wlio  lives  in  Oswego  County;  Maria,  Mrs.  Curtis, 
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of  Seattle;  Julia,  Mre.  Sanborn,  who  died  in  Oswogo 
County,  N.  Y.;  Franklin,  who  died  in  Leeianaw 
County,  this  State;  Horace,  a  farmer  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.;  Marquis  D.,  our  subject;  and  Mary, 
Mrs.  Brand,  who  died  in  Utica,  N.  T, 

Having  been  reared  in  PortlandviUe,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  after  ten  j-eai-s  the  i>oy  removed  to 
West  Ijawrence,  same  county, and  resided  there  for 
five  years  before  going  to  Oriskiny  Falls.  After 
attending  the  common  district  schools  he  completed 
his  education  at  Eastman's  Commei-cial  College, 
Oswego. and  worked  in  a  factory  icaraijig  the  busi- 
ness of  a  woolefi  manufacturer.  Attheage  of  twenty 
lie  took  charge  of  a  jack  of  two  hundi-ed  and  forty 
spindles  which  lie  worked  himself.  This  was  too 
much  for  Jiim  and  leaving  this  work  he  Iwgan 
clerkinj^  in  a  general  store  at  Oswego  and  also 
took  a  complete  course  at  Eastman's  Commercial 
College  in  that  city,  in  1855  he  came  West  and 
tried  to  get  a  job  as  bookkeeper  in  Ottawa,  LaSalte 
County,  III,  Not  succeeding  in  this  lie  went  into 
the  carpentry  business  witli  his  brothers,  working 
in  this  way  for  some  eighteen  months. 

Returning  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  1867, 
he  acted  as  clerk  in  his  brother's  hotel  for  one  year 
and  then  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  to  buy 
some  land  in  Leeianaw  County,  Mich.,  and  removed 
there  October  6,  1870.  He  also  bought  some  tim- 
bered land  at  Glen  Arbor,  going  there  witli  some 
$1,000  in  cash.  He  started  a  store  and  kept  it  in 
operation  for  seven  years  and  came  out  with 
149,000,  with  liabiilties  to  the  amount  of  112,000. 
He  disposed  of  his  entire  propertj'  and  returned 
to  New  York.  Previous  to  his  removal  to  the 
East  he  built  the  bridge  across  the  NaiTows  which 
are  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods  long  at  Glen 
Lake,  doing  this  in  ninety  days,  and  he  made 
13,000  in  three  months. 

In  1868  Mr.  Todd  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Holmes, 
daughter  of  Philo  Holmes,  a  farmer  in  that  county. 
This  lady  had  taught  after  completing  her  school 
education  up  to  nearly  the  time  of  her  marriage. 
The  young  couple  now  came  West  and  settled 
at  Farwell,  Claire  County,  this  State,  where  Mr, 
Todd  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  After 
six  years  he  was  urged  by  Mr.  Scott  Garrish  t*  go 


into  the  mercantile  business  with  him.  They  es- 
tablished the  finest  store  on  that  road  and  had  a 
trade  which  reached  $2,300  in  one  day,  carrjiug 
general  stock  and  lumber  supplies.  This  business 
was  continued  for  one  year  only  at  a  piofit  of 
$20,000  although  they  had  to  run  accounts  with 
many  of  their  customers.  They  sold  out  to  "Little 
Jake,"  of  East  Saginaw,and  disposed  of  the  whole 
business,  real  estate  and  all, in  the  fall  of  1879. 

Mr.  Todd  then  came  to  Lansing  and  bought  out 
IlibLmrd  &  Klocksiem  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  with  a  nephew,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Todd  &  Sanl)Oni.  After  operating  it  for  six 
months  they  sold,  and  bought  the  grocoiy  store  of 
Allen  Nichols  which  they  placed  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Klocksiem  for  three  years,  part  of 
which  time  our  subject  spent  in  Dakota  whei'e  he 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land.  He 
bought  property  in  the  counties  of  Cass  and  I^- 
Moure  from  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  and 
opei-ated  farms,  each  of  which  comprised  a  section 
of  land,  and  upon  them  he  raised  wheat  and  other 
grains.  He  at  one  time  owned  four  and  a  half 
sections  of  land  in  LaMoure  County  and  remained 
there  for  nearly  three  years.  He  still  has  land  in 
both  of  those  counties  as  well  as  real  estate  at 
Fargo  and  at  Morehead,  and  there  is  said  to  be  no 
finer  land  in  Dakota. 

In  June,  1885,  he  of  whom  we  write  helped  to 
organize  and  inaugurate  the  work  of  the  People's 
Savings  Bank  of  North  Lansing,  and  for  tlie  first 
year  he  was  one  its  Vice-Presidents  and  Directors. 
He  tlien  withdi'ew  from  that  bank  and  upon  No- 
vember 1,  1886,  he  started  the  Ingham  County 
Savings  Bank,  in  which  he  became  Cashier  and 
Director.  This  institution  lias  been  remarkably 
successful  as  it  has  nearly  doubled  its  money  in 
five  years  besides  paying  five  per  cent,  interest  on 
deposits.  It  is  called  the  most  successful  bank  in 
in  the  county,  liaving  a  capital  of  $50,000  and  a 
surplus  of  $40,000  made  in  four  year's  business. 
The  President  of  this  institution  is  the  Hon,  H.  U. 
Smith,  of  Jackson.  In  connection  with  tlieir  bank- 
ing business  they  also  have  a  safety  deposit  vault 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  citizens. 

Mrs.  Todd  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity and  efficiency  and  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
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Sun  day-sell  ool  and  Todies'  Society  of  the  Congre- 
gational Chuixili,  to  wliieli  tliey  belong,  and  for 
the  building  enterprise  of  which  they  gave  gener- 
ous assistance.  She  presides  with  grace  and  dig- 
nity over  the  pleasant  home  on  Grand  Street,  one 
(if  the  handsomest  residences  in  Lansing.  His 
INJliticAl  convictions  ally  him  with  the  Republican 
pai-ty  and  he  is  an  earnest  worker  for  its  success. 
His  one  ciiild,  Juna  May,  is  studying  in  High 
School  and  will  gi'aduate  in  tlie  Class  of  '93.  Slie 
is  also  pui-suing  the  study  of  music  in  which  she 
].iromises  to  he  «  proficient. 


:^^l^^^^ 


jf^MltS.   LVDIA  A.  SWEET.    A  good 
I     ill   one  of  the  most  gi-aoions  gifts  of  God  to 
jl       IS  mankind.    She  of  whom  we  write  has  been 
■*  nobly  endowed  by  nature  and  her  native 

talents  have  been  ]>olished  and  beautified  by  educ- 
ation and  culture,  and  as  tlie  years  hsve  passed 
and  chastenings  have  come  to  her  aw  to  others, 
a  sweet  spirit  of  resignation  has  settled  like  a 
benediction  over  her  character,  giving  it  a  gentle 
dignity  and  sweet  reserve.  Slie  has  known  the 
blessings  of  wifehood  and  motherhood,  and  has 
dignified  her  position  in  either  case.  She  is  the 
widow  of  M.  A.  Sweet  and  now  makes  her  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Mason,  Ingliam  County, 
where  she  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed. 

Mi-s.  Sweet  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  Williams, 
She  was  born  in  Northville,  Livonia  Township, 
Wayne  County,  this  State,  April  13,  1«39.  If  there 
is  anything  in  pi-e-natal  influences, her  predilection 
for  intellectual  pui-suits  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  her  parents  were  both  teaehei-s,  her  mother 
being  so  engaged  in  the  town  of  Northville  on  be- 
coming acquainted  with  Mr,  Williams.  They  were 
mai-ried  at  Northville  and  thei-e  began  housekeep- 
ing, the  father  continuing  his  work  as  a  teacher. 
An  irreparable  loss  was  sustained  in  the  childhood 
of  our  subject  by  the  decease  of  her  mother,  when 
the  child  was  only  two  years  of  age.  Thereafter 
she  made  her  home  in  various  families,  and  al- 
though her  father  was  still  engaged  in  educational 


work,  she  was  under  his  loving  guardianship.  In 
those  days  it  was  not  thought  so  essential  that  a 
woman  should  receive  the  advantages  of  higher 
education,  and  Miss  Williams  did  not  enjoy  excep- 
tional opportunities  in  an  educational  way,  and 
when  only  sixteen  years  of  age — a  mere  child,  as 
one  would  say — she  was  mai-ried,  her  wedding 
being  celebrated  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  November 
25,  1855.  Her  husband  was  a  Mr.  Henry  S,  Ben- 
nett,   who    was    by    occupation    a   carjienter   and 

Henry  S.  Bennett,  our  subject's  fii'st  husband, 
went  lo  Ciilifornia  in  l«52  or  1858.  Losing  his 
Uciiltli  there  he  returned  t<.i  Michigan  and  his 
decfiis*'  liMik  place  in  18fi0,  There  aiv  no  surviv- 
inj;  children  as  the  issue  of  the  fii-st  marriage 
iilthoufrl]  Diir  subject  lost  one  son  at  alwut  the 
age  <)f  I'om-  vear.«.  Hisname  was  Adelbert  andthe 
blow  was  a  severe  one.  Tlie  original  of  our  sketch 
was  mariied  a  second  time,  February  2,  1861,  to 
Mr.  E.  A.  Morgan,  who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  was  also  in  the  Civil  War,  hav- 
ing enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Fifth  Michigan 
Infantry  in  1«61.  He  died  in  May,  1862,  of 
rheumatism.  There  were  no  children  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage. 

It  seemed  that  our  siibject  had  seen  enough  of 
trouble  and  woe,  and  she  hoped  that  some  happi- 
ness was  yet  in  stoi'C  for  her  in  the  companionship 
of  a  true  and  good  man.  She  was  again  united  in 
marriage,  March  9,  1865,  to  Mr.  M.  E.  Sweet,  who 
was  a  prosperous  and  prominent  grocer  of  the  town 
of  Mason.  He  was  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense 
of  tlie  word,  and  the  striking  contrast  between  his 
slender  resources  at  the  beginning  of  his  first  ven- 
ture and  his  striking  financial  success  before  his 
decease  marks  him  to  have  been  a  person  of  ability 
and  judgment.  He  started  out  with  only  ^35,  but 
this  proved  to  be  like  Aladdin's  magic  coin  that 
turned  into  gold  everytliing  it  touched.  Before 
his  decease  lie  built  the  block  which  is  now  known 
as  the  Pioneer  Block. and  which  at  pr^ent  is  owned 
by  his  widow,  our  subject.  Two  children  were 
the  outcome  of  this  marriage,  by  name,  Nettie  and 
Allie  M.  Nettie  was  boni  in  Mason,  June  1,  1867. 
She  was  gi'aduated  from  the  Mason  High  School 
when  she  was   eighteen   years   of   age,  and    soon 
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after  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  McMaoatnan,  a 
buildev  and  contractor  in  his  business  calling,  and 
she  makes  her  home  at  present  in  Middlesboro, 
Ky.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  bright  and  inter- 
esting children.  The  second  child,  Allie  M.,  was 
bom  in  Mason,  March  9,  1877.  She  is  a  bright 
and  progressive  young  lady  deeply  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  lier  studies,  being  a  student  in  the  Mason 
High  Seliool. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  lie  volution  ary  War,  and  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  British.  A  souvenir  of  his  prison  experi- 
ence has  been  ti-easured  by  his  descendants.  It  was 
a  box,  elegantly  carved  by  hand,  with  the  work  of 
which  he  employed  himself  during  the  long  days 
of  his  conlinement  in  prison.  This  was  owned  by 
Mrs.  Sweet,  who  regarded  it  as  one  of  her  most 
precious  keepsakes,  until  the  year  1872,  when  it 
disappeared  from  the  house,  pi-obably  stolen.  Mrs. 
Sweet  was  again  subjected  to  the  grief  of  bereave- 
ment, her  husband  passing  away  February  21, 
1880.  Mr.  Sweet  had  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life, 
but  was  never  an  office-seeker. 


u 


J^/ILLIAM  LEE  CLARK,  was  born  in  Wil- 
mington, 111.,  January  1,  1859,  and  when 
but  one  year  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Torkville.  in  the  same  State.  On  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  his  father  enlisted  in  the  army,  and 
while  away  from  home  our  subject  being  at  the 
time  about  four  years  of  age,  the  mother  died, 
whereupon  he  was  brought  to  the  home  of  his 
grandparents  in  Bunker  Hill  Township,  Ingham 
County,  and  here  he  remained  until  .lanuary  2. 
IH65,  when  he  came  to  his  present  residence  in  the 
town  of  Mason. 

As  a  boy,  he  of  whom  we  write  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Mason  until  July  6,  1870,  when 
he  commenced  to  leani  the  art  preservative  in  the 
Ifigham  County  ^ews  printing  ofllce  under  Ken- 
dall Kittridge,  Esq.,  wliere  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  a  short  time  spent  at  school,  until 


March  31,  1873,  when  he  went  to  Lansing  and 
was  employed  on  the  Lansing  Journal  under  Col. 
George  P.  Sanford,  where  he  set  the  first  type 
placed  in  a  stick  in  the  building  now  occupied  by 
the  State  Democrat.  In  1875  he  returned  to  Mason 
and  again  entered  school,  where  he  continued 
greatly  interested  in  his  studies  for  one  year. 
In  January,  1876,  he  went  to  Charlotte,  Eaton 
County,  and  was  there  employed  on  the  Republi- 
can, for  three  years,  under  his  first  preceptor  in  the 
business,  Mr.  Kittridge,  and  the  following  year  he 
continued  under  Mr.  Kittridge's  successor,  Gen, 
]>.  B.  Ainger. 

Mr.  Clark  in  January,  1879,  went  to  F.aton 
liapids  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Kit- 
tridge as  foreman  of  the  Eaton  liapids  Journal,  in 
which  position  he  i-emained  for  eighteen  months. 
About  this  time,  a  very  important  event  occurred 
in  his  career,  which  was  no  other  than  that  of  tak- 
ing to  himself  a  wife.  His  bride  was  Miss  Millie 
Brosseau,  of  Charlotte,  and  their  nuptials  wei-e 
solemnized  September  23,  1880.  Immediately  after 
marriage  our  subject  went  to  North  Lansing,  where 
for  two  months  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  firm 
of  Clark  &  Lewis, who  were  engaged  in  the  drug  and 
grocery  business.  TTiis  firm  failing  in  business  he 
retiuiied  to  his  old  home  in  Mason,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  February,  1881,  again  commenced 
woi-k  upon  the  paper  wliere  he  began  to  learn  his 
]>i'OfeS8ion  but  this  time  taking  a  position  as  fore- 
man instead  of  apprentice.  Thus  he  was  engaged 
for  nearly  nine  yeare. 

During  iiis  residence  in  Mason  Mrs,  MiUie  Clark 
died  January  22,  1882,  and  was  interred  at  Grand 
Rapids.  Decembers,  1885,  he  was  married  in  Mason 
to  Miss  Delia  Barber  and  lives  pleasantly  in  a  com- 
fortable, though  not  expensive  home  in  that  city. 

In  September,  1889,  the  original  of  onr  sketch 
purchased  the  interest  of  D.  P.  Whitmore  in  the 
Ingham  County  Denioarat,  the  firm  now  bearing  the 
name  of  W.  L.  Clark  &  Co.,  Mr.  A.  L.  Rose,  who 
learned  his  trade  in  the  office  and  who  lias  held  all 
the  positions  from  "devil"  to  proprietor,  being  the 
"Company."  The  business  of  the  paper  has  con- 
stantly increased  under  its  present  management, 
last  year  being  the  most  prosperous  in  its  history 
and   this  year   promises  to  be  a  still  better  one. 
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Mr.  Clark  is  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Mason 
■  Building  and  Savings  Association,  where  he  is 
Bt'.rving  his  fourth  year.  He  haa  been  an  oflieer  of 
this  association  from  its  organization,  having  been 
both  Vice-President  and  President.  He  of  whom 
we  write  has  a  I'eputation  in  the  community  of 
being  an  "  all  'round  good  fellow,"  with  whom 
everbody  likes  to  associate. 


f^\  AYTON  J.  BUCK.  The  stirring  young 
\\\  business  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County, 
*  are  a  power  which  cannot  be  ignored  in 
studying  the  history  either  commercial, 
social  or  educational  of  the  city  of  Lansing.  They 
impart  to  its  everj'  department  of  activity  a  vital- 
ity which  is  productive  of  great  results.  It  is  not 
alone  what  they  do,  although  that  is  worth  our 
observation,  but  moi-o  than  that  is  implied  in  the 
influence  which  the.y  exert  and  the  atmosphere 
which  they  create. 

Mr.  Buck,  who  is  the  pi'esent  City  Treasurer  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  of  our  active  business 
men,  is  the  son  of  Daniel  W,  Buck  of  whom  our 
readei-s  will  be  pleased  to  know  more  by  referring 
to  his  biography  which  will  be  found  in  this 
volume.  The  son  was  born  in  Lansing,  August 
22,  1854,  and  having  grown  to  manhood  here  is 
known  to  every  one  in  the  city.  He  completed 
his  schooling  at  the  city  High  School  and  Bartlett's 
Business  College.  In  1872  he  bought  a  stock  of 
furniture  in  North  Lansing  and  engaged  in  the 
sale  of  that  class  of  goods.  For  eight  months  he 
can-ied  on  this  business  and  then  sold  it  out  to 
enter  the  employ  of  his  father,  serving  him  as 
bookkeeper  until  1875,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  father  in  the  furniture  business  and 
in  1 885  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  establish- 
ment. Besides  this  branch  of  business  he  also  acts 
as  funeral  director  and  is  building  up  an  excellent 
business  in  this  line,  for  which  he  is  well  adapted. 
The  building  in  which  Mr.  Buck's  business  is 
carried  on  was  erected  some  years  ago,  but  it  was 
improved  and  a  new  front  added  in  1890.  In  May 


of  the  same  yeai-  Mr.  Buck  took  as  a  partner  in  his 
business  his  brother  Bailey  M,  thus  making  the 
firm  M.  J.  &  B.  M.  Buck.  He  has  a  double  store, 
measuring  44x267  feet  upon  the  ground  and  it  is 
well  filled  with  a  line  line  of  goods;  an  elevator 
adds  to  the  conveniences  of  the  establishment 
which  covers  three  floors  and  other  modern  con- 
veniences arc  added  to  make  this  store  popular 
and  commodious.  The  arrangement  is  exception- 
ally good  and  it  is  by  far  the  largest  establishment 
of  its  kind  in  Central  Michigan,  outside  of  Grand 
Rapids.  Up  to  1889  the  firm  also  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  furniture,  making  a  large  variety 
of  excellent  wares,  but  closed  out  this  branch  of 
the  business  at  that  time. 

In  times  of  affliction  an  added  pang  is  often 
inflicted  upon  those  in  sorrow  through  the  mistakes 
and  awkwardness  and  possible  lack  of  consideration 
on  the  part  of  one  who  has  the  funeral  in  charge, 
and  for  this  reason  a  man  like  Mr.  Buck,  who 
makes  a  study  of  his  business  and  whose  kindly 
heart  impels  him  to  lighten  the  bui'den  of  others, 
is  doubly  welcome  in  the  house  of  soitow.  Mr. 
Buck  is  always  sought  for  in  this  capacity,  as  his 
thoughtfulness  is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  had  to  pass  througli  the  dark  shadows 
of  life.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  remark 
that  Mr.  Buck  has  been  made  the  President  of  the 
State  Association  of  Funeral  Directors,  which  met 
in  Travei-se  City  in  August,  1891. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Buck  to  Miss  Lizzie  A. 
Allen,  daughter  of  Abraham  Allen,  took  place 
February  8,  1878,  but  their  happy  wedded  life  was 
brief  as  the  beloved  wife  was  taken  away  by  death 
November  7,  1880.  Bailey  M.  Buck  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  was  born  in  Lansing,  December 
28,  1865,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated,  grad- 
uating at  Bartlett's  Business  College.  He  then 
became  book-keeper  for  his  father  and  brother 
until  1888,  after  which  lie  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  William  VanBuren  (now  United  States 
Marshal)  in  the  manufacturing  of  furniture  at  the 
Buck  Furniture  Factory.  After  operating  this  bus- 
iness for  a  year,  they  sold  it  out  and  in  May,  1890 
Bailey  M.  became  a  ])artner  with  his  brother  in  tlie 
present  firm. 

M.  J.  Buck  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  lodges 
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mid  Knights  Templar  in  winch  order  lie  lias  for 
eleven  veal's  lield  office,  and  now  is  I'liwt  Emi- 
nent t'onimandei'.  He  is  a  ehavtei-  member  suid  an 
ollieial  in  the  Oi-der  of  Ellis  and  ia  the  fathei-  of 
the  Boat  (luh  which  he  re-oigaiiized  in  1882  and 
of  which  he  lias  Ittwii  I'reaident  for  two  yeai-s.  The 
(irand  Etiver  Iloat  t'lub  was  fli-st  organized  in  1872, 
ivhicli  organization  is  a  member  of  tlie  Xorth- 
westeiii  ^^niatem-  Uowing  Assoi-iation.  Mr.  Buck 
is  the  Vice-President  of  the  Ksetnilivc  ISoai-d.  11g 
lia;:  been  tilling  the  office  of  (^ity  Treasurer  for  two 
terms,  wliieh  ])osition  was  foi-ced  upon  him,  as  lit^ 
preferred  to  devote  himself  entirely  to  hisjprivate 
biiaiuess.  Ills  political  attlliations  ai-o  witJi  the 
Democratic  pait\-  and  in  its  future  !ic  feels  a 
sti'Ong  confidence. 

In  connection  with  liis  sketch  may  be  found    a 
lithu-rrapliie  portrait  of  Mr.  litic-k. 


^^  llAKLKS  1>.  Dt>IX4E.  Tlie  gentleman  wiiose 
(ll  f  "*""'  heads  this  sketch  is  a  man  who  has 
^^;'  attained  considerable  prominence  in  tlie 
capital  city  by  reason  of  his  intelligence  and  pr<)- 
gressive  tendencies  and  also  his  genial,  frauk  and 
winning  ways.  He  is  the  engineer  of  tlie  city 
water-woi-ks  and  has  lw;en  so  engaged  since  18S.'). 
He  has  a  very  pleasant  home  at  117  i.areh  Street, 
N.  He  was  horn  at  IpswicJi,  Mass.,  November  1(1, 
1849.  Coming  to  this  city  in  the  meridian  of  his 
manhood  he  was  well  fitted  to  take  a  leading  place 
in  the  conduct  of  miuiicii>ai  alfaii:^. 

Our  subject's  father.  Her vey  Dodge,  was  a  native 
of  Beverly,  Mass.,  and  his  grandfather,  Samuel 
Dodge,  who  wae  also  boi'U  in  Massachusetts,  was  of 
English  descent.  He  was  in  the  War  of  1812, 
though  he  had  followed  the  sea  from  boyhood. 
He  was  owner  and  captain  of  a  vessel  that  plied 
l>etween  Boston  and  the  West  Indies.  On  the  re- 
turn from  one  of  his  trips  he  was  taken  sick  and 
died,  while  still  comparatively  young.  His  wife, 
whose  name  before  her  mariiage  was  Elizabeth 
Dane  and  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  sister  of 
Nathan  Dane,  a  prominent  attorney  in  that  St-ate, 


The  father  of  our  siilijeet  was  a  caiiinctninkcr  :uid 
a  manufactnier  of  furnitiii'e  at  Itiea.  N.  Y..  itnd 
from  there  he  went  to  Aki-o»,  Ohio,  theiici*  to 
Oberlin  as  a  pioneer,  and'lie  and  ^his  wife  were 
tlie  (hvst  couple  married  in  Oberlin.  Loiwii  County-, 
Ohio,  by  President  Malian.  Later  lie  became  a 
manufacturer  of  fnrnitui-e  in  OI>erlin,  was  Immcd 
out  tlirea  times  and  suffered  heavy  losses.  He 
also  ran  a  sawmill  and  at  last  became  blind,  tak- 
ing cold  while  at  work  in  the  .sawmill.  Intlaiii- 
mation  set  in  inhiseyesand  by  taking  over-doses 
of  calomel,  he  became  salivated  and  blindness  re- 
sulted. He  was,  however,  so  ambitions  that  he  still 
continued  to  work  at  his  ti-ade  and  so  delicate  di<l 
his  sense  of  touch  Ijccome  that  he  was  pwabled  to  do 
the  finest  work.  He  joined  his  children  in  Mich- 
igan in  1880  and  here  died  in  1883  at  tJie  age  of 
seventy  seven  veare  lie  had  fornianv  veaiN  iwen 
a  memlici  of  the  Congiegatiouat  (  liuith 

Ml  Dodge  1  motliei  was  in  liei  maiden  da>s  i 
Mi-*  \ngolnie  Ste^^.n^  She  was  b  in  m  Bi-attle 
lioio  N  H  and  was  a  danghtei  of  Bradstreet 
St#\ens  whj  wa*  a  native  of  New  Hampshire  oi 
Conncctiiut  He  wa-.  a  faimei  ni  the  noilliein 
part  of  \  eimont  -rnd  one  of  the  eailiest  settlers  at 
OiKilin  Ohio  wheie  he  cleaied  a  faim  Hit  gen 
tleman  was  one  of  the  principals  in  organizing  the 
(Jlmrlin  College,  being  associated  with  I'resident 
Mahan,  and  was  one  of  the  lii-st  J>irectors.  lie 
was  of  Scotch  descent  and  a  meinlier  of  the  Con- 
gregational Chureh.  His  wife  was,  before  her 
marriage,  a  Miss  Betsey  ilartwell,  also  of  Scotch 
descent  and  a  representative  of  a  prominent  family. 

The  mother  of  the  original  of  our  sketch  went 
to  Ohio  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  and  was 
educated  at  Oberlin  ('oUege.  She  taught  school 
for  yea«  and  died  in  1886  while  on  a  visit  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  to  her  daughter.  She  was  at  that 
time  an  octogenarian;  she  was  buried  at  Ijvnsing. 
Mr.  I>odge  is  one  of  six  oliildreii,  there  lieing  five 
sons  and  <me  daughter.  All  are  still  living  and 
all  reside  in  Michigan  excepting  the  daughter, 
whose  homo  is  in  Cleveland.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  the  second  _\oiing(!st  child  and  the  only 
one  bora  in  Massachusettf".  He  wa.s  reared  in 
<  fterliu. 

The  metal  of  which  our  subject  is  made  is  shown 
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ill  the  fact  that  during  war  times  he  left  home  and 
detei-miiiiiig  to  get  as  near  the  fleid  of  hattle  as 
possible,  ran  as  newsboy  when  only  fourteen  years 
of  age  on  the  Wabash  and  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad.  He  ran  between  Toledo  to  the  State 
line  of  Missom'i  and  from  Toledo  to  Chicago,  lie 
was  so  employed  for  about  two  years  and  tlien  lie- 
came  brakeman  oil  the  Lake  Shoi-e  &  Michigan 
Southern  between  Cleveland  and  Toledo.  Eigh- 
teen months  were  spent  in  this  way  and  he  was 
then  put  on  as  an  extra  baggagemaster  on  the  same 
point  and  railroad.  During  this  time  he  witnessed 
Bome  terrible  casualties,  having  been  in  two  acci- 
dents, one  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  in  which  several  of 
the  passengers  wore  killed,  and  the  other  the  mem- 
orable accident  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  at  Elkhart,  Ind. 

"When  a  little  over  eighteen  our  subject  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  position  of  llreman  on  the  Cleve- 
land &  Pittsburg  Itailroad  and  remained  in  this 
position  for  four  yeare  and  eight  months.  He 
then  became  engineer  and  was  thus  employed  for 
eleven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  i-csigned 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Nickle  Plate  road 
between  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Chicago  as  engin- 
eer on  a  construction  train.  After  a  short  time  he 
ran  as  engineer  between  Bellevue  and  Ft.  Wayne, 
and  remained  thei-e  until  he  left  railroading,  re- 
signing in  1882,  He  was  about  twenty-one  yeai-s 
on  the  road  and  although  in  three  different  aeei- 
dents  he  had  collided  witli  other  trains  he  was 
never  liuii;. 

In  1882  the  original  of  our  sketch  started  in  the 
coal  and  wood  business  in  this  city.  For  one  year 
he  conducted  the  business  alone  and  then  took  in- 
to partnership  I^wrence  Price,  and  the  business 
was  done  under  the  fli-m  name  of  Price  &  Dodge 
until  1885.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  his  interfst 
and  soon  after  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Water  "Works  as  engineer  and  has  since  had  charge 
of  this  branch  Of  the  eity  government.  The 
Worthington  pump  is  employed  in  these  water 
works  which  are  of  high  and  low  pressure  and  are 
Buijplied  with  two  independent  condensers.  They 
have  a  capacity  of  three  million  gallons  and  have 
a  motive  power  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  horse 
power.     The  stand-pipe  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 


two  feet  in  height,  while  the  diameter  inside  Is 
eighteen  feet.  It  has  a  capacity  of  two  thousand 
gallons  to  the  foot  The  care  of  these  interests 
take  all  of  his  time  and  attention,  Mr.  Dodge  pat- 
ented a  boiler  cleaner  in  August,  1890,  It  is  called 
the  Dodge  Automatic  Boiler  Cleaner.  He  has  also 
altered  the  condensers  used  in  the  eity  so  that  they 
make  a  different  style  of  spray. 

Mr.  Dodge's  marriage  took  place  in  Salem,  Col- 
umbiana County,  Ohio,  in  1879,  at  which  time  he 
was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Arta  Snyder, 
who  was  ft  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Salem,  Ohio,  where  she  taught  school 
nine  years  previous  to  her  marriage.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Charles  A.,  Frederick  W.,  Frank  H.  and  Helen  E. 
Don  M.  died  in  early  childhood  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  belongs  to  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  belonged  to  the  Division  of 
Brotherhood  Locomotive  Engineers.  Dr.  Dodge 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  element  and  has  been 
a  frequent  delegate  tQ  both  county  and  State  con- 
ventions. He  is  a  member  of  the  Fifth  Ward  City 
Committee  and  whether  in  politics  or  the  particular 
line  of  his  own  business,  he  is  an  ardent  and  en- 
thusiastic worker. 

It  may  be  of  intei'est  to  many  to  know  that  the 
wftter  that  is  supplied  by  the  city  of  I^ansing  is 
obtained  from  artesian  wells.  There  are  fourteen 
in  all  that  vary  in  depth  from  thirty-flve  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep.  The  water  that  is 
obtained  from  these  sources  is  exceptionally  pure 
and  is  quite  as  satisfactory  as  any  system  in  use  in 
the  State.  The  water  that  is  kept  in  the  pipes  is 
only  sufficient  for  force  pressure  and  can  be  readily 
shut  off. 


JAMES 
satisfa 
beauti 


ZS  A.  SHERWOOD.     It  must  be  a  great 
satisfaction  to  a  man    in    going  through  so 
beautiful  a    town    as   is   Mason,    located  in 
Ingham  County,   this   State,  to  feel  that  he 
has    been    instrumental    in    upbuilding    the  place, 
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lint  il-  *iilB-taiitiil  Imildiiig-  lit  111  R  gieht  dejiieo 
llie  wiiik  <)r  liii  hRiid"  ind  tint  the  ideR--  i>t  lom 
foit  111  tlie  mauiiei  of  Iniiijf  lii\e  lieeii  lii-*  own 
-.ugfjestUHi"  Our  subject  is  a  (oiitinctm  and 
liuildei  iiinkiii!^  Ins  home  m  Mason  and  tie  in 
(onn<ition  With  the  fiim  nith  uhieli  he  is  ar<-o 
piatpd  lia-.  [Hit  \i\}  the  lai^;e-l  niimtKi  of  hnildinaf 
uid  of  thi  Ite-'t  i.U'vi  that  the  town  lioastsi  lU 
hiiiiselt'owiiri  a  very  pleasant  home  iii  the  town  aiid 
is  the  head  of  a  family  that  adds  greatly  to  the  so- 
flal  standing  of  the  plaee. 

Mv.  Sherwood  was  l.urii  at  liyr.iu.  (iem'«>p 
('(Utiity.  X.  v..  May  27,  1834.  Ho  tliewii  of  .loliii 
and  Ann  (Van  Briiiil)  Sherwood,  the  former  a  na- 
tive <if  t'onnpftieut  and  the  latt<!r  of  New  York, 
Tlie  father  was  a  oar]>enter  liy  trade,  and  the  flitit 
ideas  that  our  subject  i-eeeived  of  the  bnsine;*  to 
n-hicli  he  now  devotes  himself  were  acquired  un- 
der the  gniding  hand  of  that  skilled  workman. 
John  Sherwood  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812, 
He  resided  near  Buffalo  and  offered  his  services  at 
four  different  times  to  pi-ot«ct  the  State  from  the 
ineui-sions  of  the  British,  lie  survived  until  1866, 
and  was  about  seventy-three  ycai-s  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  He  left  a  widow  and  eight 
children,  of  wliicJi  our  subject  is  the  thii'd  in  order 
of  birth.  Six  of  the  family  are  still  living  and 
wherever  they  are  located,  have  made  useful  and 
honorable  members  of  society.  One  of  onr  siih- 
jeet's  brothers,  George  W.,  who  now  lives  in  Jack- 
Son  County,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Retielhon 
for  four  years  and  a  half,  and  the  paternal  grand- 
father, Nathan  Shei-wood,  served  in  the  Kevoln- 
tionary  War  for  a  jieriod  of  seven  years,  and  was 
with  Washington's  Army  during  the  memomble 
winter  spent  at  Valley  Foi^. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  worked  with  his 
father  at  his  trade  foi'  a  [jcriod  of  a  year  or  more 
after  he  was  grown.  His  niaj-riag'e  took  place  De- 
cember I,  1858,  his  bride  being  Miss  Matilda  E. 
-Smith,  a  native  of  England,  in  which  country  she 
was  born  .fanuary  6, 1836,  She  was  a  daughter  of 
George  K.  .Smith,  and  came  to  America  with  her 
parents  when  about  seven  years  of  age.  -lamcA 
Sherwood  followed  his  occupation  until  hi^  enlist- 
ment in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  whieli  occun-e{l 
ill  Decemlwr,  XMl.     Afterabout  fourteen  months' 


sen  ice  he  was  discharged  ou  iiccount  of  di>al)ility. 
Ht.  wiMu  the  kittle  of  Cedar  MoiitiUiiii,  also  at 
Rappihaniiock  liridge,  at  Thorough  fare  Caj),  at 
till  light  of  the  second  Bull  Run,  and  at  Chantilly, 
He  enlisted  again  in  December  1873,  and  this  time 
he  lemoined  with  the  ai-my  until  October  .">,  I8ti;">, 
and  duiiii^  this  period  was  in  the  battle  of  C'otd 
Haiboi  and  tlien  in  front  of  I'etei-Mlmrg,  and  at 
Reams  Stati<in,  where  one-half  of  their  corixs  wei'C 
capttired.  He  was  a  pju'ticipant  in  inanj'  skir- 
mishes, too  numerous  to  mention,  and  it  was  a  fa- 
miliar trick  to  dig  holes  in  the  ground  Ut  keep  out 
of  range  of  bui'sting  sliclls.  The  firsl  time  he  en- 
listed he  was  a  memher  of  the  One  Hundred  aiid 
Fifth  Infantry.  Company  E,  and  the  second  time 
he  lielonged  to  Company  1.  <)f  the  Eighth  Heavy 
New  York  .\rtillerj'.  lie  who  so  loyally  gave  his 
time  and  took  the  chances  jf  war,  is  the  recipient 
of  a  pension,  of  which  he  is  moi-e  than  deserving. 

The  month  after  returning  to  his  family  fi-oni 
the  war,  he  moved  his  household  gods  and  goods 
to  \'evay  Township,  Ingham  C'ounty,  this  State, 
where  two  children  were  horn,  two  having  pre- 
viously been  bom  in  New  Y'ork  State.  Carrie  H„ 
the  eldest  daughter,  born  Octolier  1,  18.59,  is  a 
teadier  in  the  schools  of  Mason,  from  which  she 
graduated.  She  lias  been  veiy  successful  in  tlie 
educational  work,  as  is  proven  by  her  continued 
em|)loymeiit  in  the  schools  of  Mason,  where  she 
has  been  teaching  for  several  yeai-s.  Nellie,  who 
was  born  September  8,  1866,  became  the  wife  of 
William  Woodbine,  and  died  February  28,  1885; 
Ada,  bom  in  Michigan,  July  6,  1868,  is  the  wife 
of  .lohn  N.  Smith.  She  is  the  mother  of  two 
hriglit  and  interesting  children.  Her  family  make^ 
their  home  in  Mason;  Irene,  l>orn  -luly  3,  1871'. 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  and  was  greatly 
monnied  by  her  young  friends  with  whom  she  had 
lieeu  associated  in  s<.-hool  and  society  a.-  well  as  her 
own  immediate  faniil.v.  She  had  graduated  from 
the  Mason  High  V)in.,l  llie  same  w-ar  oi  which 
she  died. 

Our  subject  eiitfrt-d  Uw  paitneiship  of  Feck  .t 
Slusrwood,  in  1874,  tlie  fnni  lia\  ing  lieeii  instru- 
mental in  erecting  some  of  the  best  liuildingB  in 
Mason.  Thej'  handle  all  manner  of  building  ma- 
terial, and  are  closely  connected    with  the  growth 
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of  tli»!  town.  Ik"  of  whom  we  write  lias  ever  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  politifs,  favorinj^  tlie  tai/ties  of 
tlie  I>t!niocratif  jmrty.  ile  has  lieeii  Treasurer  in 
Mason  for  three  teruK-.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fi-ateruity,  and  like  most  of  those  who 
took  iiart  in  the  terrible  struggle  between  North 
and  .South,  is  a  member  ot  the  (Irand  Ai-my  of  the 
Jtepuhlic.  lie  is  a  Knight  of  Tytliias,  a  Knight  of 
Honor,  iiiiil    nl.io  lielongs  to  tlie   Uuyal  Areannm. 


ifr^^KlBKN  li.  HIIJJAIH).  (Kir  subject,  al- 
L?f  tlioiigli  tlie  projn'ielor  of  one  hundred  and 
i'  Al  forty  acres  of  gottd  land  on  sectiou  8,  Del- 
\^0)ljlii  Townsliip,  Iu(j;liam  C'ouuty,  luis  for 
many  years  devoted  liiniself  to  the  noble  calling  of 
leaching.  His  has  l)een  the  sacred  privilege  to  take 
yomifi  minds  and  develop  and  cultivate  tliem,  «se- 
iiifi  tliem  grow  fi-om  fomiless  diseml>odied  sliapes 
to  tilings  of  loveliness,  and  the  training  of  the 
iiiimil  life  he  iias  :ihmys  considered,  not  of  secon- 
<)aty  iuiiioiUnici^  Imt  lUf  |jiinie  object  in  his  work. 
rii>t  of  iill,  a  cliiiil  Liiiist  have  jirineiples  of  honor 
and  high-toned  purity  ingrained  into  its  whole 
knowledge  and  liein,s>:  i>c-for(  any  kind  of  a  Iwaiiti- 
fnl  struetuiv  of  intiOligcncc  can  lieerect^'d.     This. 


>horl  sketch,  ha;,  doi 
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N.  v..  March  2.  lK42,aii(i  is  the  son  of  Hcnnison 
H.  and  llaniiali  (Harvey)  Ililliard.  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  horn  April  3.  1789.  and  of 
Knglisli  ancestry,  and  tlie  motiier  Iwing  boru  No- 
vember 21,  I8(.)8,  having  her  native  place  in  New 
York  State.  He  of  whom  we  write  wa.-  aliont  fonr 
yeai-s  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  from  their 
first  home  to  Delphi  Township,  aboiit  the  year  1 846. 
Hci-e  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  the  liasis 
of  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  after  which 
he  attended  a  select  school  and  finished  at  the 
High  .Vhool  at  Lansing,  this  State. 

Ml-.  Hilliard  began  his  career  as  a  teacher  Ht  the 
age  of  eighteen  yeai-s,  his  lii-st  efforts  in  Hiis  dii-ec- 
tion  being  in  the  country  schwls  of  his  own  U>wn' 


ship.  His  winters  were  occupied  in  pedagogic  work 
and  the  summers  ill  tlie  woi'k  incident  to  a  farm, 
in  planting,  cultivating  and  harvesting,  for  which 
he  had  a  great  liking.  He  finally,  however,  aban- 
doned country  teaching  and  for  the  past  twenty 
jeais  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  graded 
schools  in  different  cities.  The  |}erfeetly  outlined 
uoHi'se  of  study  employed  at  the  pi-esent  time,  with 
the  new  theories  in  vogue  in  legard  to  mental 
training,  liave  a  fascination  for  one  who  lias  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  the  work  of  a  teacher,  for 
it  has  gi-eatly  improved,  at  least  in  the  scope  of 
work  if  not  always  ill  geneml  thoroughness  upon 
the  young  mind. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  plai«  August  23, 
187!).  his  bride  lioing  Miss  Aiigiitjtii  M.  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  Fredeiick  F.  and  Jane  K.  (  Kon<)  Smith. 
She  was  bom  in  Ionia  County, Mich.,  Decemlier  Iti, 
1858.  lleL'  iKirents  were  natives  of  Xew  York,  liy 
this  inari'iage  thei-e  are  two  children  who  have 
come  to  gladden  the  homes  and  hearts  of  their 
jmi-ents.  The  eldest,  l-'i-ed  S.,was  bom  January  21, 
1882,  and  the  younger,  llolwrt  It.,  first  opened  his 
eyes  November  .10,  1883.  They  are  both  bright 
and  intelligent  lads,  having  for  their  years  made 
marked  pi'ogi-ess  both  in  getting  strong  physiqiieis 
and  in  tlie  development  of  their  .minds. 

The  oi-igiual  of  our  sfeetch  was  forNierl_\  a  Dem- 
ocrat but  of  late  ye&rs  he  has  aff]Iiat«d  with  the 
ineini>ei-s  of  the  Fanner's  Alliance;  striving  to  seek 
for  himself,  as  well  as  to  help  his  brother  fannei's 
do  the  same,  a  deeper  appreciation  among  tlie  peo- 
ple at  large  of  the  importance  of  the  agricultural 
class.  Mr.  Hilliard  has  several  times  served  as 
School  lnsi>ector,  and  has  been  the  means  of  bring- 
ing atiout  many  reforms  and  much  improvement 
in  the  district  schools  in  the  county  to  which  he 
lielongs.  Although  interested  that  tlie  county, and 
especially  the  part  of  it  in  which  he  resides,  should 
have  the  best  local  government  and  the  men  Ix^st 
fitted  Cor  the  places  to  be  at  the  head,  he  has  never 
in  any  sense  Iteeu  a  politician.  He  is  a  memlwr  of 
the  Disciples  Church  and  is  a  generous  and  devoted 
upholdei'  of  the  belief  and  doctrines  of  that  body. 
Our  subject's  father  was  twice  married,  lirst  June 
19,  1817,  to  Polly  Ann  Miner  who  was  born  May 
22i    17117,   and    died    January.,  13,-  1837,    having 
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been  tlie  mother  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  HiUiai'd 
was  again  married  February  5,  1838,  to  IlanDab 
Harvey  by  whom  be  had  eight  children.  He  de- 
parted this  life  April  26,  1871,  aged  eigbty-two 
years,  and  bis  wife  died  some  years  later.  In  tbis 
large  family  of  nineteen  childi-en  Reuben  was  the 
fourteenth  in  order  of  birtb.  Their  names  and 
dates  are  as  follows;  Diantlia,  bom  January  9, 1818, 
Lydia,  December  29,  1819;  Amos,  June  21,  1821; 
Denison  M.,  May  2,  1823;  Nelson,  November  6, 
1824;  Cynthia  Eunice,  December  8,  1828;  Polly 
Angelina,  May  14,  1829;  Slartha  S.,  January  30, 
1831;  Jackson  M.,  .September  16,  1832;  Henry  R., 
September  5,  1835;  Charles  M.,  January  6,  1837; 
Amanda,  July  25,  1839;  Lee,  February  4,  1841; 
Reuben  B.,  our  subject;  Emily  C,  December  22, 
1843;  James  K.  P.,  May  3,  1845;  Lucy  M.,  April 
10,  1847;  Arabella  A.,  November  7,  1849;  Elenor 
A.,  January  30, 1852. 

Mr.  Hilliai-d's  wife  is  the  second  in  a  fam,ily  of 
four  children,  all  of  whom  are  girls.  They  are  El- 
vira S.,  Mi-s.  Hilliard,  Amelia  and  Elenore.  The 
eldest  daughter  married  John  McCarthy  and 
makes  her  home  at  Grand  Rapids;  Amelia  married 
Thomas  McCarthy,  a  brother  of  her  eldest  sister's 
husband,  also  of  Gi-and  Rapids;  Elenore  married 
Herbert  Ilartsuff  and  lives  in  Livingston  County. 


;i  APT.  GEORGE  FOWLER.  It  is  with  sincere 
-  pleasure  that  the  biographer  responds  to 
^J  the  call  to  give  the  life  facts  in  regard  to 
any  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  fought  for  the  honor 
of  the  old  flag,  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil 
War.  The  old  blue  coat,  which  is  now  becoming  a 
thing  of  the  past  upon  our  public  thoroughfares, 
ever  awakens  a  throb  of  genuine  exultation  and 
the  spirit  of  reverential  admiration,  and  in  our 
hearts  if  not  in  the  eye  of  man  the  empty  sleeve 
and  the  faded  old  coat  receive  our  homage. 

The  good  captain  whose  name  ap|)6ai'S  at  the 
head  of  this  paragraph,  is  one  of  the  citizen'-  of 
Ijansing  wlio  has  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
He  wafi  born  in  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. 


upon  the  22d  of  July,  1835,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  he  came  West  with  his  parents 
to  this  place  now  known  as  Fowlerville,  Mich,  His 
father  Hon.  Ralph  Fowler,  was  bom  in  Trenton,  On- 
eida County,  N.  Y.,  October  26, 1808,  and  his  grand- 
father Walter,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  a  Major  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a  son  of  Capt. 
David,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Maj, 
Walter  was  a  lumberman  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
and  he  married  Lucy  Campbell,  who  was  bora  in 
Southwiek,  Mass.,  in  1772  and  became  Mrs.  Fowler 
in  1792. 

This  wedded  pair  journeyed  to  Oneida  County, 
in  1798  and  settled  in  Steuben  and  in  1808  they 
located  in  Trenton,  wliei-e  the  Major  died  about 
1841.  Ralph  Fowler  grew  up  on  the  farm, attend- 
ing school  during  the  winters,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  began  life  for  himself.  After  one  year 
he  rented  a  farm  with  his  brotlier-in-law  and  car- 
ried on  a  dairy  business  for  two  years  successfully. 
Upon  the  14th  of  April  1832,  he  was  married  to 
Martha  Smith.  In  1833  they  came  to  Geneseo, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  for  one  year  rented 
a  fann  of  Gen.  Wadsworth,  after  which  Mr.  Fowler 
became  home  agent  for  the  General,  having  charge 
of  a  part  of  his  largest  estate.  He  spent  two  years 
in  his  service  and  acquired  during  that  time  a  fair 
education  as  the  General  sent  him  for  three  nights 
of  each  week  during  half  of  the  one  yeai-  to  night 
school. 

In  1835  Ralph  Fowler  found  himself  possessed 
of  12,000,  and  coming  to  Michigan  made  a  home 
for  himself  by  buying  one  section  of  Government 
land  at  Fowlerville,  and  the  following  year  he 
brought  his  family.  Two  other  families  then  form'^d 
the  population  of  this  township,  namely  the  Hiin- 
dys  and  the  Metcalfe.  Mr.  Fowler  took  an  active 
part  in  organizing  the  township  of  Handy  and  was 
its  first  Supervisor,  holding  that  office  for  many 
years  and  becoming  one  of  its  prominent  men.  He 
improved  his  land  and  laid  out  and  named  the  vil- 
lage of  Fowlerville.  He  was  active  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  wagon  road  Iwtween  Fowlerville  and 
Howell  and  was  very  liberal  toall  chuK'h  and  l)en- 
evolent  objects. 

The  father  of  our  subject  repi-csented  his  district 
in  this    Ijegisltiture    in    the    segsion   of    1843-4i 
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and  Again  in  tlial  of  I8r)l-;V2  and  also  in 
the  special  session  iif  1854.  and  was  chainnan  of 
various  impovbint  uunimittfos.  lit  wn."  a  "rt'd  liot 
Democrat"  and  intlncnliiil  Itl  his  party,  aud  lie  was 
an  active  worker  and  ('liiw-I-einfer  in  the  Metiiodist 
Kpiscoiml  Chnreli.  In  laying  out  Fowlerville  he 
platted  forty  acres  in  the  village  and  gave  iiway 
every  otlier  lot  to  any  man  wlio  would  build  a 
home  upon  it.  lie  hnilt  the  flrsl  store  and  followed 
it  u))  with  numerous  otlier  edifices.  He  continued 
farming  and  dealing  in  i-eal  fstate  nutil  his  death 
which  took  place,  Septemlier  Hi,   18«7. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  Iwre  the  maiden 
of  Martha  Smitli,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Smith  a 
fanner  and  a  liumer  of  limextone  in  Herkimer 
County,  N.  V.  .\ttc-r  her  death  which  Look  yilnvv 
in  1844,  Mr.  Fowler  manied  Mi-s.  Mary  (Smith) 
Fowler,  who  was  bom  in  N.  Y.,  and  died  October 
3,  1887.  By  the  first  marriage  there  wei-e  the  fol- 
lowing children,  George,  I^ncy.  who  died  in  1803; 
Charles,  who  resides  in  Fowlerville;  .loanmi,  Mi-f:. 
Valmcrton;  Walter  It.  who  died  in  infajLcy;  mid 
W'altei'  the  second,  who  also  died. 

The  Iwyhood  of  oiir  subject  was  passed  in  Fow- 
lerville amidst  the  surroundings  of  pioneer  life. 
He  rememlyers  when  this  i«irt  of  the  country  was  a 
wild  waste  and  game  wn.s  ]}Ieiitif\il,  He  was  eai'ly 
set  to  work,  but  had  the  jjrivilege  of  attending 
M.ihool  in  the  winter  at  the  log  si'lioolhonsies  whose 
slab  tionches  and  quill  jwns  have  gone  quite  out  of 
date.  While  still  quite  a  little  lad  he  naed  to  haul 
wheat  to  Detroit,  and  bring  goods  Iwick  t()  Fowler- 
ville. 

HeniiettaS.  I^.  Plessanative  of  (leiiiimiy.  bcciime 
the  wife  of  our  subject  at  (ienoa,  Miclu,  -July  --i, 
1855.  Her  father  Dr.  Andrew  I'less,  was  a  surgeon 
in  the  (Jennan  Army,  wlm  came  to  Livingston 
County,  Mich.,  and  liouglitafarm  in  (lenoa  Town- 
ship. The  young  eou]jle  made  theii'  first  home  to- 
gether ujion  a  farm  in  Handy  Township,  and  then 
foi'  two  years  had  chargti  of  a  hotel  at  Itrightoii. 

The  army  ii'cord  of  Mr.  Fowler  liegan  August  1, 
1861,  wlien  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  >.'iiith 
Michigan  Lifsntry.  His  first  battle  was  at  Jlur- 
freesboro,  Tenn..  and  -luly  13.  he  was  wounded 
Ihrongli  tlie  I'ight  hip  by  »  minic  Iwl!.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  and  received  good  caie,  and  being 


lilaced  upon  parole  was  exchanged  in  Octobei-, 
I8(iii.  I'revious  to  thisexchange  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  I^ieutenant  in  Company  il. 
First  Michigan  Sharp  fSwoters,  which  he  had  helped 
to  raise.  He  spent  seven  monthsat  Camp  Douglas 
Chicago,  guarding  the  rebel  prisoners,  and  then 
joined  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  at  itsi'e-organization 
at  Annapolis,  Ind. 

Subsequent  to  this  he  was  a  t)ftrticii>aiit  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness.  Castleview,  and  Spott- 
sylvania  Coui-t-house,  doing  ten  days'  fighting  in 
these  three  battles,  and  njwuMay  13,  was  promoted 
to  tlie  i-ank  of  Captain.  The  previous  day  he 
was  wounded  in  the  left  hip  by  a  minie  Imll  which 
]>assed  through  his  hip,  and  the  same  day  another 
ndnie  ball  i^assed  tliroiigh  the  jialm  of  liis  right  hand. 
He  was  c'arried  from  tliefield  onastretc-her  by  four 
men,  and  was  taken  to  Washington  and  thence  sent 
home  to  stay  till  his  recovery,  which  was  only  par- 
tial as  it  left  him  a  cripple.  He  reYvorted  to  De- 
troit and  was  placed  upon  provost  guard  duty  in 
assisting  to  guard  deserU'rs.  lie  was  mustered  out 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  .June  2y.  18(>i>.  sind  lieing 
in  a  badly  crippled  condition  he  came  to  Ijinsing. 
where  liis  wife  had  lived  since  the  war  broke  out. 

In  1867  {'apt.  Fowler  Ijecanie  foreman  for  Duck- 
land.  .\ileu  .i-  Wise,  remaining  with  the  firm  till 
18811.  when  he  lost  his  right  Irnnd  by  an  accident 
in  the  machinery.  He  now  had  to  leani  to  write 
with  his  left  hand,  which  was  an  arduous  task.  In 
187SI  and  1880,  he  served  in  the  Senate  as  second 
Assistant  Sergeant  at  Arms,  and  in  1881  and  I88:i 
he  was  First  Assistant  in  the  same  capacity.  Itefoiv 
his  term  of  service  had  expii'ed  he  was  appointed 
City  Marshal  of  Lansing,  foi-twoyeai-s,  and  before 
that  time  had  passed  he  was  made  Deputy  Sheriff 
for  four  years,  under  Thomas  McKernon.  He  als<) 
served  two  and  one  half  yeare  as  Constable,  after 
he  had  acted  foi'  some  time  as  a  policeman.  While 
acting  as  Deputy-Sheriff  he  took  np  the  business 
of  collecting. 

Ca|jt.  Fowler  has  a  pi-o|K;rty  comprising  half  an 
acre  ini  the  comer  of  River  and  Cherry  Streets 
where  he  has  just  completed  three  handsome  resi- 
dences. His  home  hsis  been  blessed  iiy  the  birth  of 
three  daughters:  Mattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen;  Flora  who  is  a  graduate  of  the  High 
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School  and  was  the  assistant  engrossing  and  enrol- 
ling derkof  the  house  of  Representatives  but  is  now 
holding  a  lucrative  position  in  the  department  of 
the  Labor  Bureau;  and  Grace.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  and  has  been  connected  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars.  He  has 
held  nearly  all  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  Charles  T. 
Foster  Post,  No.  42,  G.  A.  R.  of  which  he  is  a  char- 
ter member.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
his  religious  home  and  he  is  active  in  its  service, 
having  been  Steward  for  twelve  years.  He  is  strong  ; 
in  his  belief  of  the  policy  and  future  of  the  Demo-  I 
cratic  party  and  is  a  delegate  to  many  county, 
Congressional  and  State  Conventions,  as  well  as 
being  a  member  of  the  Democratic  ward  and  city  ! 
committees.  He  is  a  gentleman  whose  character 
and  abilities  ^ve  him  the  respect  of  the  community, 
and  his  enterprise  and  pru^essive  ideas  place  him- 
in  the  front  rank  among  business  men.  | 


^  AWRENCE  PRICE,  who  is  Chief  of  Police 
I  (f§)  and  the  Marshal  of  Lansing,  is  one  of  the 
j^V  most  promlnentmen  in  the  city,  not  only  on 
account  of  his  natural  abilities  and  success  in 
business,  but  also  because  of  his  war  record,  which 
shows  him  aa  a  true  and  loyal  son  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land, at  Tempomore,  upon  the  27th  of  May, 
1843,  Hia  father,  Martin  Price,  was  a  farmer  in 
Tipperary,  and  remained  there  until  1849,  when 
he  brought  his  familj'  to  America.  They  left 
Waterford,  embarking  upon  a  sailing  v&ssel,  "Cur- 
rlmore,"  and  having  been  five  weeks  and  three 
days  upon  the  ocean,  landed  at  Quebec.  They 
made  their  first  home  at  Lewis  ton,  Niagara 
County,  N.  T.,  which  was  at  the  head  of  navig.i- 
tion. 

Martin  Price,  having  the  command  of  the  trade 
of  a  mason,  w'as  able  at  once  to  find  work  in  this 
capacity,  hut  finally  drifted  into  agricultural  pur- 
suits.   In' 1867  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located 


in  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  adjoining  the  Agricultural  College.  His  ex- 
cellent and  faithful  wife  was  a  native  of  tlie  same 
county  as  himself,  and  bore  the  name  of  Ann 
Eagan.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Low  Eagan,  and 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  third,  being  six  years  old  when 
he  came  to  America. 

The  boy  took  an  ordinary  common-school  edu- 
cation at  his  home  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
afterward  attended  the  academy  at  Lewiston.  He 
remained  at  home  until  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
Union  army  in  August,  1862,  entering  Battery  M, 
of  the  Fiist  New  York  Light  Artillery.  He  went 
from  Buffalo  to  Albany,  and  from  there  was  sent 
South,  his  battery  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  These  raw  i-eeruits  were  at  once 
sent  into  the  thickest  of  the  light,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and 
Chanccllorsville.  At  this  last  battle  the  young  sol- 
dier was  wounded  by  a  shell  which  exploded  very 
near  him.  His  arm  was  badly  wounded,  and  he 
considei's  it  a  miracle  that  he  did  not  lose  it.  For 
a  short  while  he  was  in  the  field  hospital,  and  then 
as  he  was  doing  well,  he  returned  to  camp  instead 
of  going  on  to  the  permanent  hospital.  At  Get- 
tysburg, again,  he  was  slightly  wounded  in  the 
arm  and  after  that  battle  his  battery  followed 
Lee  in  his  retreat  into  Virginia,  as  far  aa  Raccoon 
Ford. 

This  battery  was  now  ordered  back  to  Washing-  ■ 
ton,  and  was  thence  sent  West  to  reinforce  Rose- 
crans  at  Chattanooga,  It  was  in  action  at 
Wahatehie  Valley  and  at  Missionary  Ridge,  and 
wintered  at  Bi-idgeport,  Ala.,  and  in  the  spring 
joined  Sherman  in  Georgia,  being  with  him  at  Re- 
saca,  Dallas  and  Ringgold,  and  also  at  Pumpkin- 
vine  Creek,  Culp's  Farm,  and  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
It  was  among  the  first  troops  which  entered  At- 
lanta and  then  went  on  with  Sherman  to  the  sea, 
entering  Savannah  upon  Decemljer  21.  After  that 
campaign  they  turned  North,  passing  through 
the  Old  North  State,  touching  Raleigh,  Averys- 
boro  and  Bentonville.  At  this  point  our  subject 
was  wounded  in  the  face,  although   not  severely, 
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but  had  the  great  misfortune  of  being  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  rebels  and  sent  to  the  loathsome 
and  terrible  place  of  captivity  Itnown  as  Libhy 
Prison, 

The  war  was  now  nearly  at  an  end,  and  by  trea- 
son of  this  the  city  of  Richmond  was  soon  evacu- 
ated by  the  Confederate  forces,  and  the  prisoners 
were  released.    Mr.  Price  entered  the  parole  camp 
in  Maryland,  and  wa?  soon   granted   thirty  days' 
furlough  to  go  home,  but  his  intense  desire  to  "be   ; 
in  at  the  end"  prevented  his  taking  full  advantage    ; 
of  this  leave  of  absence,  and  after  six  days  he  was  i 
again    with    his    regiment    and  took   part-  in   the   ; 
(Irand  Review,  subsequent  to  which  they  went  to   '■ 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and   upon    June  29,   1865,   they   ' 
were  mustered  out. 

Following  his  war  experience,  Mr,  Price  decided    ' 
to  go  to  the  oil  regions  to  work  and  speculate,  and    ' 
there  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1866,  wlien    ■ 
he  came  to  Lansing,  reaching  this  city   upon  tlie 
26th  of  April.      He  commenced  work  on    a  farm 
within  the  city  limits  and  afterward  purchased  im-    . 
proved    property    in     Bath    Township,   Clinton 
Coirut\    and    ilio   one   hundred  and  sivt>   ^cies 
of  wild  land     whicii   he    impioved       Here    hav 
ing  placed  building-p  upon  hi»  fiim    ht  engaged 
m  genei  al  farming  operations  ei^ht  miles  fn)m  the 
cit\ 

The  gi-ocer^  and  produce  1  usiness  now  atti  acted 
the  attention  of  this  ^oung  man  ■ind  lemovm^ 
to  Hint  m  187'*  he  went  mtu  tliit  business  for 
three  yeais  ■»ftei  which  he  came  to  Ijinsmg  and 
purchased  propeit^  He  now  undeitook  dealing 
in  stock  which  he  thipped  to  the  Last  and  also 
took  up  the  lumber  business  at  Noith  I  ansing 
buying  out  I*  1  Mooie  Two  le^i-*  lalei  he  helped 
to  organize  the  C  ipital  Lumbei  Company  and  be 
L&me  for  two  years  its  \  ice-Pi-esident  and  Manager. 
I^ter  this  company  was  reorganized,  and  in  the  i 
spring  of  1891.  after  the  death  of  J.  8.  Ayres,  he  ! 
withdrew  his  stock.  He  owns  a  one-half  in-  ' 
terest  in  the  hardware  stock  of  Dnnhain  A- 
Price,  at  North  I.Ansing,  and  a  half  interest 
in  the  dry-goods  honse  of  T.  Boik  A  Co.  of  North 
Lansing. 

In  the  spring  of  18SH   Mr.  Price   received  the    , 
appointment  of  Chief  of  Police  and  Marshal  of 


the  city  of  Lansing,  which  office  he  has  now  en- 
tered upon  with  energy  and  zeal,  and  it  is  already 
seen  that  his  incumbency  in  the  office  will  be  for 
the  good  of  the  law-abiding  part  of  the  citizens 
of  this  town.  He  is  a  Strang  Demociat  in  his 
jiolitical  views  and  sympathies,  and  is  a  frequent 
delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions  of  that 
party.  He  has  served  for  some  time  as  Treasurer 
of  the  City  Committee,  and  is  a  member  of 
Charles  T.  Foster  Post,  No.  42,  C.  A.  R.,  in  ibis 
city. 

We  are  pleased  to  record  the  happy  though  brief 
matrimonial  alliance  whicli  was  effected  between 
Lawrence  Priss  and  Miss  Mary  A.  Ryan,  in  Lewis- 
ton.  5f.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1868.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  died  in 
Lansing,  leaving  no  children.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Price  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  8th  of 
November,  1888,  and  he  was  then  united  with 
Miss  Julia  A.  Bradford,  who  was  born  in  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  and  received  her  education  there  and  at 
Detroit,  after  whicli  she  taught  for  some  time  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  Mr.  Price  is  an  active  and 
earnest  mtmber  of  the  Catholic  Chureh,  in  which 
lie  18  etiicient  as  a  Trustee,and  was  also  active  upon 
tilt  Building  Committee  during  the  erection  of 
then  li  use  of  worship. 


!.^+-?i 


,jp*Oi(lX  1).  NKKLV.  The  pretty  town  of 
^^^  Mison,  which  is  the  county  seat  of  Ingham 
Ift/jl)  (  (uinty.and  which  contrarj-  to  the  general 
'^•=^  ink,  is  a  live,  wide  awake,  business  place, 
IS  the  lesidenco  place  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
.IS  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  lie  has  here  made 
his  home  for  a  number  of  years,  although  he  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  liaving  been  born  in 
Naples,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  November  18, 1839. 
He  is  a  sou  of  Justice  H,  and  Melvina  (Neilis) 
Neely.  l)oth  natives  of  New  York.  The  father  was 
a  dairyman  by  occupation  and  the  early  home  of 
onr  snbject  was  the  farm  upon  whicli  dairy  su[>- 
plie«  were  the  stock  in  trade.  He  left  home  at  the 
age  of  eleven  yeare,  and  came  to  Michigan,  a»d  h?- 
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ing  a  sturdy  and  energetic  little  fellow,  succeeded 
in  getting  work  on  a  farm  at  Grass  Lake  where  he 
remained  for  three  years. 

Our  subject,  as  a  lad,  had  gaineu  experience  far 
beyond  his  years,  and  at  tlie  age  of  fourteen  he 
waa  taken  upon  the  foi'ce  of  workmen  for  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  and  there  he 
worked  until  he  was  eighteen  fti--t  being  engaged 
in  the  freight  house,  thin  becoming  a  brakeman 
and  later  advanced  to  the  position  of  a  fireman, 
which  position  he  liad  when  he  was  but  seventeen 
yeara  of  age.  He  continued  filing  for  about  one 
year  and  then  left  the  taihoad  company  and 
started  to  learn  blacksmithing  at  Grass  Lake.  He 
continued  there  for  about  one  ^eir  and  then  went 
to  St.  John's,  Mich  Blick'^mithmg,  however,  was 
not  all  that  his  youthful  imagination  had  painted 
it,  and  at  the  age  of  twent\  he  gave  it  up,  but  as 
he  had  taken  upon  himself  the  obligations  of  mar- 
I'ied  life,  having  been  united  m  Ingham  County, 
December  S,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Templer,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Prudence  Ann  Templei, 
the  necessity  of  following  some  business  perma- 
nently was  pressed  home  upon  him.  He  pui-chased 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Alaiedon  Township,  and 
thereafter  followed  farming  until  his  cnlistmeut  in 
the  army,  on  August  2, 1862.  He  joined  Company 
A,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantiy  and  was  in 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps  under  Burnside's  Aiiny  of 
the  Potomac.  He  engaged  in  the  most  desjjerate 
battles  of  that  terrible  period  participating  in  the 
engagements  at  Fredericksburg,  Antietam,  South 
Mountain,  Vicksburg,  Jackson.  Miss,,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  Cumberland  Gap,  and  IjOudeii.  ITie  regi- 
ment to  which  our  subject  belonged  was  intrenched 
behind  Iti-eastwoi'ks  at  the  siege  of  Knoxvilie  when 
they  received  the  charge  of  the  icbels.  He  here 
learned  the  advantage  of  building  breastworks, 
and  says  it  is  the  only  time  in  his  war  experience 
that  he  had  occasion  to  congratulate  himself  upon 
being  thus  intrenched.  He  fought  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  and  was  wounded  at  Spottsylvania, 
May  12.  1864.  He  liad  never  misr<ed  a  day's  duty 
until  he  met  with  this  misfortune.  Although 
wounded  about  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he 
remained  on  the  field  of  battle  until  four,  and  in  the 
retrcjlt  of  the  ai-my  leaving  the  wounded  behind, 


he  was  supposed  to  be  dead  and  it  was  so  reported 
to  his  family  at  home.  His  wound  was  in  the 
right  hip  and  groin  and  both  cords  were  severed. 
He  was  in  hospital  about  eight  months,  and  after 
about  three  mouths  his  family  heard  of  his  escaiw 
and  when  finally  he  came  home  it  was  like  receiv- 
ing a  dear  one  back  from  tlie  gi'ave.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  April  7,  1865.  He  returned 
to  his  farm  but  being  unable  to  actively  conduct 
the  work,  sold  it  and  removed  to  Mason.  Mr. 
Neely  is  a  Republican  in  party  preference  and  has 
held  a  number  of  local  offices  under  his  party.  He 
has  been  Marshal  and  in  1891  was  elected  Alder- 
man of  the  First  Ward.  He  has  also  served  as 
Constable  and  Deputy  Sheriff  for  the  past  eleven 
yeai-9.  In  1883,  he  started  the  apple-drying  busi- 
ness, and  in  1884,  took  Mr.  Huntington  in  as  part- 
ner and  since  that  time  the  firm  ha.s  conducted  a 
large  and  paying  business. 

Our  subject  has  three  children,  Clara,  who  was 
born  in  Mason  Township,  James  and  Cora,  in 
Alaiedon  Township,  this  county.  The  daughter 
has  i-eceived  excellent  educational  advantages  and 
is  an  accomplished  and  attractive  youug  woman. 
James,  who  was  born  May  5, 1870,  is  a  sailor  on  the 
Lakes.  He  enjoys  the  sailor's  life,  seeming  to 
inherit  that  tendency  from  his  mother's  family, 
several  of  whom  ai'C  captains  on  the  ocean.  Mr. 
Neely  is  tlic  owner  and  proprietorof  a  dryer  in 
Bath,  Micli.,  which  his  won  runs  during  the  apple- 
drying  season.  Our  subject  is  a  Grand  Army  man 
and  is  Quartermaster  of  his  Post. 


iniLLK  F.  ftH  LLEK,  Secretary  of  tlie  Karm- 

Oers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
Ingham  County,  was  born  in  Napoleon, 
Jackson  County.  Mich.,  September  24,  1840.  He 
is  a  sou  of  Tobias  and  I^aviua  ((-Ji'ittiu)  Miller, 
natives  of  Sandy  Hill,  N.  V.  Our  subject's  father 
may  hv  numbered  among  the  pioneei-s  wh<j  came 
to  Michigan  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  wagon -maker  by  ti'ade  and  when  he  made  his 
advent  into  the  State  in  1835,  and  located  where 
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our  subject  was  born,  his  services  and  ingeniiity 
wei-e  in  constant  requisition  among  tlie  settlers,  not 
only  to  make  and  mend  wagons  and  to  build 
bouses,  but  to  suggest  and  make  shifts  as  sub- 
stitutes for  the  necessities  of  daily  life.  lie  came 
here  a  poor  man,  in  fact,  with  nothing,  whatever, 
excepting  a  eonfldence  in  the  strength  of  his  own 
right  arm  and  his  abiding  faith  in  the  future  pi-os- 
pecte  of  the  country  in  which  he  had  settled.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  thi-ee  children  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest  The  oldest  son, 
Oscar  E.,  was  born  September  23,  1838.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry  in  ISSI, 
and  one  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  engaged 
in  many  battles  and  was  killed  at  Antietam.  His 
body  was  brought  back  to  his  home  and  lies  inter- 
red in  the  cemetery  at  Napoleon.  He  had  been 
advanced  to  the  post  of  First  Sergeant  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Our  subject's  oldest  sister  who  was  born  October 
1,  1836,  married  G.  W.  Polar.  She  died  in  June, 
1878,  in  Mason.  She  had  no  issue.  Our  subject's 
parents  died  near  Mason,  the  motlier,  June  23, 1873. 
The  father  survived  her  by  Ave  yeai-s,  passing  away 
April  5,  1878,  They  too,  with  their  daughter,  are 
buried  at  Napoleon,  this  State. 

Mr.  Miller's  boyhood  days  were  spent  much  like 
those  of  other  boys,  in  acquiring  the  rudiments  of 
an  education  at  the  common  schools,  after  which 
he  attended  for  one  year,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
College  at  Leoui,  Mich,,  which  was  afterward  re- 
moved to  Adrian  of  the  same  State.  He  also  spent 
two  terms  at  the  Union  School  in  Jackson,  Mich., 
and  then  felt  himself  prepared  for  the  work  of 
teaching  which  he  began  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
His  wintei's  for  a  [>eriod  of  ten  years,  were  devoted 
to  teaching  and  during  the  summer  he  followed 
farming. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  January  3,  1864  to  Miss 
Lydia  Newman,  ot  Downsville,  Md.,  where  she  was 
born  February  24,  1840,  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Long)  Newman,  her  parents 
Iwing  of  fjJerman  origin.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  l>een  two  children,  Myrtle,  wlio  died  at  the 
age  of  five  yeai>.  and  Roy  X..  Iioni  in  Vevay 
Township,  February  !l,  isri.  He  is  .in  ambitious 
and  studious  young  man;  he  acquired  the  basis  of 


his  education  in  the  home  schools  at  Mason  until 
he  finished  his  junior  year.  He  is  now  attending 
the  Albion  College  at  Albion,  Mich.,  in  which  insti- 
tution of  learning  he  has  been  at  work  for  three 
yeai-s  being  now  in  his  junior  year  and  expecting 
to  graduate  the  coming  year. 

In  1868  and  1869,  Mr.  Miller  sj^ent  his  last 
months  in  the  school-room  and  in  the  spring  of 
1869  he  moved  on  a  farm  in  Vevay  Township, 
This  he  had  purchased  from  the  proceeds  of  his 
pedagogic  and  fai-ming  efforts.  He  is  still  the 
owner  of  this  tract  which  comprises  eighty  acres 
on  section  27.  While  in  Jackson  County,  the 
original  of  our  sketch  served  as  School  Inspector 
for  abont  eight  yeare  and  in  Vevay  he  was  Clerk 
of  the  township  for  over  two  years,  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Vevay  for  ten  yeare,  Dec- 
ember, 1877,  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Ingham 
County,  and  thereupon  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Slason,  in  1881,  as  the  business  of  his  office  de- 
manded his  whole  time.  He  has  been  re-elected 
each  year  since  his  installation  in  tliat  office. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  abont  eight  years,  and  has  attained  the 
seventh  degree  in  the  Chapter  to  which  he  belongs, 
having  filled  several  ciiairs  in  the  body.  For  two 
yeai-s  he  act«d  as  Secretary  of  Blue  Lodge.  He  is 
also  a  Chai-ter  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
enjoys  the  same  distinction  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Since  being  in  Mason,  our  subject  has 
been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years. 


--^^^  l^^^^tl^  1^^" 


>^  llARLES  I",  LESHEIi.  The  pursuit:^  of 
III  '^  peace  and  of  war  are  alike  acceptable  to  the 
^^0'  loyal  citizen,  who  would  serve  his  country 
as  she  may  need;  and  a  man  who  has  shown  his 
valor  on  the  battle  field  is  the  one  who  will  most 
cordially  and  perhai*.-!  most  wisely  respond  to  the 
needs  of  civil  life  and  l)e  able  to  adjnst  mattei-s 
of  dispute  so  as  to  prevent  disaster  and  contention 
among  his  fellow-citizen?.  It  follows  therefore 
naturally  that  an  old  soldier  shovUd  fiU  the  oifict; 
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of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  slioiild  do  it  so  well  as 
to  add  to  the  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  he  acts  in  his  official  capacity, 

Charles  P.  Leslier,  who  is  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Lansing,  was  horn  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
July  5,  1835,  and  was  reaied  in  Philadelphia, 
where  his  parents,  Charles  and  Lhzahetli  (Sheaff) 
Lesher,  resided.  His  grandfathei  also  boie  the 
name  of  Charles  and  was  acti\  e  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  was  a  caiii^ge  manufa(tuiei  in 
Philadelphia,  as  was  also  the  father  ol  oui  subjett 
who  was  at  one  time  prominent  in  that  line  of 
business  in  Ciuciiinati,  and  was  i  (.olonel  theie  in 
the  War  of  1812  and  died  in  iy4()  while  the  motlitr 
was  away  on  a  visit.  The  family  is  of  German, 
French  and  ]>utch  descent  and  originated  with 
three  brothers  who  came  to  this  counti>  two  hun- 
di-ed  years  ago  from  Alsace 

Mr.  Lesher  remembers  well  ifemg  Prof  Moi'se 
who  came  to  the  school  which  he  attended  (the 
New  Street  scliool)  at  Philadelphia  m  the  \ear 
1842  or  18i3,  and  gave  an  exhibition  of  hn  new 
invention  of  telegraphy,  which  came  into  use  in 
1844.  Philip  Sheaff,  grandfathei  of  our  subject 
was  an  old  settler  in  Pliilndelphia  and  a  Rivolu 
tionary  soldier.  He  came  of  Holland  descent  and 
was  from  the  colony  which  settled  theie  in  the 
early  days.  Elizabeth  (.Sheaff)  Leeliei  who  has 
now  reached  tlie  venerable  aije  of  ninety  yeai"s 
having  been  bora  September  8  1801  still  reiide* 
iu  Philadelphia.  She  has  been  a  woman  of  moie 
than  ordinary  ability  in  a  liteni>  wa\  and  wiote 
largely  in  her  best  days  foi  magazines  and  peiuid 
icals,  being  the  autlior  of  both  prose  and  pottn 

Of  her  five  childi-en  our  subject  is  the  \«iuijc<.il 
and  although  he  was  born  in  (  iiiciniiati  he  went 
with  his  (wi'eiitii  to  PhlLidelphn  at  Hit  age  of  Uiue 
months  and  thei-e  remained,  attending  school  until 
he  reaehed  the  age  of  twelve  years.  After  serving 
for  a  short  time  in  a  jeweler's  store  he  was  appi-en- 
ticed  as  a  wood  carver  for  eighteen  months,  and 
then  was  in  a  cigar  factory  until  he  I'eached  the 
age  of  eighteen,  after  which  ho  Ijegaii  traveling, 
doing  jouiTieymaii  work  and  making  Buffalo,  X, 
v.,  his  headquarter. 

In  1862  this  young  man  determined  to  enlist 
in  th«  Uniop  ^use  ^d  joined  the  Twenty-seventh 


New  York  Light  Artillery,  being  mustered  in  at 
Buffalo  in  August,  and  seiving  in  the  following 
conflicts:  the  Wilderness,  Spot tsyl van ia,  Soutli 
Anna,  Cold  Harboi  and  olhei  engagements  He 
Iretame  the  Sergeint  ind  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  on  ictount  of  physical  disability  in  Octo 
bei,  1864  He  came  hack  to  Buffalo  and  waited 
around  foi  i  year  to  die  but  b\  taiefnl  attention 
to  health  and  being  careful  in  lii'i  habits,  he  lecov 
eied,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  his  friendt 
Sei^t.  I>eshei  was  maiiied  m  Buffalo  In  ^  ,  m 
186b  to  Miss  Hora  Rose,  who  was  born  near  Col 
Chester,  tasex,  tngl-md  Hi  engaged  in  the  man 
uficture  of  cigai-s  and  in  1872  came  to  Lansmtf 
Mich  ,  to  take  charge  of  a  eontra*  t  at  the  Refoim 
School  which  then  had  one  hundied  ho^s  umlci 
its  instiuction  He  continued  there  for  three 
^eirs  and  then  went  to  Ticksoii  wheie  he  took  a 
contract  to  take  chinfe  of  one  hundied  convicts 
foi  twc  yeai-s 

In  lH7a  OUI  subject  went  as  i  tiiteling  ealeamin 
thit>ugh  the  South  and  Weat  of  our  countiy 
lepresenimg  Sutter  Bioi,  of  Chicago,  and  after 
three  oi  foui  leii-s  m  then  set\ice  took  a  iimilar 
position  foi  I  Philadelphia  house  which  handled 
leaf  t<;b-wco  He  did  well  in  this  Ime  of  woik,  a- 
he  IS  a  good  judge  of  the  weed,  and  tiavtled  in 
thiit\  one  Stale"  In  I88i  he  staitcd  a  eigai  fae 
toiy  heie,  the  laigest  evei  oiiented  in  l^ansing,  as 
it  employed  twenty  hinda  It  wa.s  known  as  the 
i  eshei  &  Co  C  igar  I  acton  On  account  of  ilieu 
niatiim  lie  wis  obliged  to  stop  this  business  and  he 
ifteiwaid  Ijeciine  lusticc  <)f  the  Peaee 

1  Ol  foui  yeai-s  Mi  I  esliei  lia.s  been  a  inembei  i>f 
the(  it\  (  ouneil  tndfoi  foui  yeai^  was  Su|>eivisoi 
both  in  tin  I  itth  >\aid  whieh  is  a  Democratic 
Wild  1  in  lilt  vfii  111  seivtd  lus  I'le-idcnt  pio 
tem.  ol  the  C  ouiieil  and  this  spiuig  (1891)  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  Past  Post  Comman- 
der of  the  Charles  T.  Foster  Post,  No.  42.  C!.  A,  R, 
and  was  :i  delegnU'  U>  Hie  National  Eiicampinent 
at  Minni'apoiiri.  Me  lius  also  servtsd  as  a  delegate 
ill  I'oiintyand  Slatecunventions  of  the  l>em(KTatic 
party.  .^Ir.s.  Lesher  is  a  devout  memlK'r  of  the 
Episc'opal  Chiiivh  and  their  six  childivn  are.  Eliza- 
lietb,  Mrs.  ■\"etter,  of  Ijinsiiig;  Thomas  .1..  who  is  a 
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Iraveliiig  man  nm\  ii^invsi'iit^  tli<  1  1(1li  I  odd 
Chewing  (ium  Cuiiipany;  ■lolin  ('.,»ii<i  i-  i  inintei 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Louis  S.,  William  K  in.l  (_hatIe^ 
P.,  Jr.  are  at  lionie. 


1  lis.  HARRIET  A.  TENNEV.  Few  wonieu 
in  Michigan  have  liad  a  broader  field  of 
1  influence  and  more  thoroughly  pi^oved 
themselves  worthy  of  public  esteem  and 
appreciation  than  she  whose  name  we  now  give. 
Her  early  experiences  in  this  .State  which  were  in 
in  the  educational  line  in  connection  witli  her 
husband  at  Homer  and  Mai-shall,  brought  foith 
the  following  warm  encomium  which  appeared  in  a 
sketch  entitled  "Homer  and  its  Pioneers."  After 
speaking  of  Mr.  Tenney  and  his  thoi'ongh  and 
sometimes  sevei-e  methods  of  discipline,  the  writer, 
Dr.  Wiiliam  A.  Lane,  proceeded  to  say,  "Uiit  what 
shall  be  said  of  Mi-s.  Tenney?  If  under  severe  prov- 
ocation Mr,  Tenney  was  sometimes 'the  tempest' she 
was  ever  'the  sunshine.'  If  his  severity  sometimes 
caused  fear  her  rare  and  I'adiant  sweetness  ever 
inspired  love.  And  for  IMr.  Tenney  and  his  lovely 
wife  there  is  still  cherished  a  very  warm  place  in 
the  hearts  of  all  their  old  pupils," 

Mrs,  Tenney  was  bom  April  1,  1834,  at  Essex, 
Vt.,  being  the  daughter  of  John  Lcfflngwell  and 
Delia  (Doude)  Edgerton.  She  received  an  academic 
education  at  Franklin,  Vt.,  and  in  Mareli,  1854, 
was  married  to  Jesse  Eugene  Tenney  and  came 
immediately  with  her  husliand  to  Homer,  Mich., 
where  both  were  engaged  in  teaching  until  the  fall 
of  1855,  when  Mr.  Tenney  a<«!epted  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  Marshall  City  Schools  and  moved 
to  that  city.  In  April,  1859,  fJov.  Moses  Wisner, 
recognizing  the  adaptability  of  the  man  for  the 
ofHce,  appointed  Judge  Tenney  State  Librarian, 
and  during  the  ten  yeni-s  that  he  held  this  position 
his  wife  spent  much  of  lier  time  in  the  librar\'. 

Gov.  H.  P.  Baldwin  ap|>ointed  Mrs.  Tenney  in 
1869  to  the  jMsition  which  had  been  so  ably  filled 
by  Mr.  Tenney  and  she  was  snoeessively  appointed 


b\  {t(h-,  Baiik\  tioiwell  lerome.  Begole,  Al- 
«(.(  and  Lute,  filling  the  po-it ion  with  honor  to 
)iei-<elf  and  credit  to  the  State  for  twentj'-two 
lears  She  twice  hid  cliaige  of  removing  the 
hbiin  fli-st  in  the  fill  of  1871  from  the  old  Capi- 
tol to  thL  State  (JfHce  Block,  and  again  in  1878  to 
its  pi'esent  elegant  and  commodious  rooms  m  the 
new  Capitol. 

The  following  gi-aceful  testimonial  we  quote 
from  James  V.  Campbell's  Political  History  of  Mich- 
igan. "The  choice  of  a  lady,  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Ten- 
ney, to  fill  the  office  of  State  Librarian,  was  cheer- 
fully ratified  by  the  Legislature  and  has  been 
abundantly  justified  by  the  i-esult.  The  neatness 
and  care  with  which  the  library  room  and  its  con- 
tents liave  been  ai-i'anged  and  kept  and  the  quiet 
and  decorum  prevailing,  are  in  themselves  a  great 
advaiitoge.  The  librarian  has  shown  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  books  and  their  selection  and  an 
enthusiastic  desii-e  to  make  her  charge  a  literary 
treasure,  house.  A  Department  of  American  An- 
tiquities and  valuable  relics  has  also  been  planned 
and  several  collections  ali'eady  made  of  documents, 
pictures  and  other  articles  of  historic  value,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  roll  of  honor  of  the 
Michigan  Soldiers  who  died  during  the  Civil  War." 

In  addition  to  the  arduous  duties  wliich  devolve 
upon  one  in  so  impoilant  a  position,  outside  inter- 
ests have  also  received  Mrs,  Tenney's  attention. 
She  has  been  Recording  -Secretary  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  since  its  organiza- 
tion, as  well  as  its  Secretwry  of  the  Committee  of 
Historians.  Slie  is  also  a  member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Librarians,  a  corresponding  member 
of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society;  is  identified 
with  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  was  President  of  the  Lansing  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society  during  the  War,  and  of  the  Lansing 
W^omen's  Soldier's  Monument  Association,  since 
that  time.  She  has  also  served  as  President,  De- 
partment Counselor  and  Treasni-er  of  the  Women's 
Relief  Corps  at  various  times  and  lias  been  prami- 
uently  identified  with  the  Order  of  the  h^teni  Star. 

'I'lie  Lansing  Library  and  l^itei-ary  Association 
and  the  l^^nsing  Woman's  Club  liave  felt  the 
benefit  of  her  guiding  hand  and  counsel  and  in  the 
Pljinonth  Congregational    Church   to  which  she 
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i,  she  is  greatly  beloved  and  most  useful. 
On  March  2i),  1879  the  Woman's  Club  tendered  to 
JudgeandMrs.  Tenney  a  silver  wedding  reception, 
at  the  elegant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  0.  M.  Barnes, 
and  thus  showed  their  love  and  est«em  for  their 
co-worker. 

The  ancestry  of  Mrs.  Tenney  is  full  of  interest, 
as  on  her  mother's  side  she  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  Henry  Doude,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  in 
1639  with  Whitfield's  Colony.  Her  grea^grand- 
father,  Capt.  Giles  Doude  was  at  the  battle  of 
Quebec  and  took  part  in  the  scaling  of  the  Heights 
of  Abraham.  Her  great-grandfatherandher  grand- 
father on  the  parental  side  served  as  Captains  in 
the  Revolutionary  Army.  Her  father  was  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  her  eldest  brother  served  with 
much  honor  and  credit  in  the  last  Civil  War.  She 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Edgertoii,  who 
settled  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  in  1653,  and  was  one  of 
thirty-five  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Norwiek, 
Conn.,  in  1659.  May  1, 18£ll,  Mrs.  Tenney  resigned 
her  position  as  State  Librarian  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mi's.  Margaret  (Custer)  Calhoun.  Although 
lier  husband.  Judge  Tenney,  had  died  the  previous 
Xovember,  slie  stUI  decided  to  remain  in  Lansing, 
and  will  probably  continue  to  make  that  her  home 
through  life  as  it  is  the  place  where  her  best  life 
work  has  b«en  done. 

Judge  Jesse  E.  Tenney,  the  husband  of  tliis 
lady,  was  bora  in  Orwell,  Vt.,  July  23,  1816  and 
received  his  education  at  the  Brandon  Academy 
and  Middlebury  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1838.  He  studied  law  with  Judge  Phelps,  fathei- 
of  Edward  J,  Phelps,  minister  to  England,  and 
among  his  college  classmates  were  John  G.  Haxe, 
the  poet;  William  A.  Howard,  member  of  Congress 
from  Michigan  and  Governor  of  Dakota;  E.  T. 
Wadhams,  Catholic  Bishop  of  Ogdensburg,  and  the 
Kcv.  Byron  Sunderland,  Chaplain  for  several  years 
of  the  United  States  Senate. 

Judge  Tenney  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Alabama  in  1839.  He  traveled 
extensively  in  Europe  and  acted  as  Commercial  \ 
agent  at  Padua,  Venice,  Marseilles  and  Lyons,  i 
returning  in  1846,  and  engaging  in  the  pi-actice  of  ! 
law  at  Franklin,  Vt.  In  1854  he  married  Harriet  | 
A.  Edgerlon,  and  came  to  Michigan  where,  as  wo    i 


have  seen,  he  was  engaged  in  educational  work, 
until  he  took  a  position  in  the  Stat«  Library,  and 
subsequently  pi'actieed  law  in  Lansing.  He  was 
acting  Mayor  of  Lansing  fornine  months,  in  place 
of  George  W.Peck,and  was  Judge  of  the  Recorder's 
Court  at  Lansing  for  three  years  and  member  of 
the  Board  of  Education  for  six  years.  He  was  an 
active  Eepublican  from  the  organization  of  that 
party  and  prior  to  that  was  a  Whig.  He  was 
a  man  of  extraordinary  ability  with  an  almost 
inexhaustible  fund  of  general  information  and  had 
unusual  literary  taste  and  fine  cultivation.  He 
was  an  active  friend  of  the  soldiers  and  did  all  that 
he  could  during  the  war  to  aid  them,  by  shipping 
supplies  to  the  hospitals  and  battle  fields.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  Judge  Tenney  held  the 
olBco  of  United  States  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
of  his  distiict  and  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  for  sevei-al  yeai-s.  The  life 
work  of  these  two  valuable  citizens  lias  been  of 
great  value  not  only  to  the  city  of  Lansing,  but 
also  to  the  State  with  which  they  have  been  iden- 
tified for  so  many  years. 


ji*r'  tor  of  the  Fii-st  Presbyterian  Church,  Lan- 
ifc\\\  sing.  Ingham  County,  is  a  man,  who  while  a 
^^  teacher  of  the  people  in  Scriptural  work,  is 
still  of  the  people,assuming  no  superiority  by  nature 
but  relying  on  the  support  of  the  Master  whom  he 
serves  for  success  in  his  chosen  calling  and  has  been 
gifted  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  him  peculiarly  fit- 
ted for  the  ministerial  work,  having  a  fine  presence. 
He  is  also  a  fine  elocutionist.  The  orotund  quality 
of  his  voice  appeals  pleasantly  to  the  ear.  While 
he  condescends  to  no  dramatic  tricks  of  oi'atory 
there  is  an  understanding  of  the  effective  power 
tliat  makes  itself  felt  on  his  heavers. 

The  Rev.  H.  S.  Jordan  was  born  in  Concord 
Morgan  County,  111.,  April  9,  1854.  He  is  a  son  of 
the  Rev,  W,  H,  Jordan,  D,  D.,  wlio  was  born  in  Bir- 
mingham, England,  in  1832.  His  grandfather,  Wil- 
liam Jordan,  who  was  also  English,  was  a  cabinet- 
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maker  and  brought  his  family  lo  Amiiiuai  aljoiil 
1848.  lie  located  near  .Jacksonville,  III,,  and  al 
once  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  ti'ade.  He  then 
took  up  a  farm  near  Lynnville,  near  what  is  now 
Markliam,  and  thei'e  he  I'ettided,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  on  his  trade,  until  his  death.  He  greatly 
improved  his  fann  and  erected  good  buildings 
thereon.  His  death  occuiTed  while  on  a  visit  to 
Missouri  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ann  Taylor,  who 
lived  near  Kansas  City. 

Our  subject's  father  was  educated  in  England, 
remaining  there  until  he  was  about  sixteen  yeai-s 
of  i^e.  While  still  in  his  native  land  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  followed  it  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  In  1855  he  l)egan  preaching 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Churcli  of  the  Spring- 
field  Cii'Cuit.  It  was  a  large  circuit  and  he  was 
obliged  to  travel  two  hundred  miles  in  oi'der  to 
visit  all  his  charges.  He  at  fli'st  worked  on  a  sal- 
ary that  was  less  than  $50  a  year.  After  that  he 
was  sent  to  the  First  Chiiri'h  in  Quincy,  111.,  and 
from  there  went  to  Decatur,  thence  took  eliarge  of 
the  pastorate  at  DeWitt.  He  was  not  educated 
for  the  ministry,  being  a  pui'ely  self-made  man  and 
his  knowledge  was  gained  by  constant  and  severe 
study,  in  which  the  midniglit  oil  was  often  con- 
sumed. After  his  pastorate  at  DeWitt  he  was  for 
two  years  President  in  the  Conference  of  Southern 
Illinois.  He  was  obliged  to  travel  around  in  a 
buggy  and  he  liad  many  adventures,  and  escapades 
during  this  period  of  his  life.  From  that  time  he 
was  sent  to  Bethel  and  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity was  conferred  by  the  Westminster  College 
of  Maryland.  The  degree  was  conferred  upon  him 
by  vii-tue  of  the  trenchaney  of  his  pen  in  theolog- 
ical writings.  He  has  also  written  extensively  for 
Sunday-school  papei-s.  During  the  war  he  was  one 
of  the  most  active  Abolitionists  and  never  hesitated 
to  express  his  views  in  any  assembly.  He  was 
instrumental  in  taising  troops  that  fought  for  the 
Union  and  did  not  escape  persecntion  because  of 
his  fearlessness,  for  he  was  threatened  bj'  mob  vio- 
lence. He  himself  enlisted  in  the  Ninety-fifth  Ill- 
inois Regiment,  but  when  he  arrived  at  Springfield, 
Gov.  Yates  sent  him  home  with  the  remark,  "Jordan, 
you  can  do  a  good  deal  more  down  in  Southern 
Illinois  witli  your  mouth  than  you  can  in  Georgia 


'  with  a  musket"  On  returning  to  his  charge  he 
continued  preaching,at  thesame  time  raising  troops 
to  go  to  the  South.  Later  tie  went  out  as  Chaplain 
for  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry 
and  was  commissioned  in  1865.  After  the  fall  of 
Athinta  while  with  Gen.  Thomas  on  the  Georgia 
camiMiign  he  was  taken  sick  and  after  a  stay  of  six 
weeks  in  the  hospital  he  ivas  honorably  discharged, 
in  September,  18C5.  No  one  was  moi'e  trusted  nor 
i'cs|)eeted  by  the  superior  ofUcei-s  than  himself. 

After  the  war  our  subject's  father  returned  to 
Bethel  where  he  remained  for  a  few  yeai-sand  then 
removed  to  Maroa,  then  went  to  Limerick,  a  small 
town  north  of  Princeton  and  there  he  remained 
for  two  yeai-s.  He  tlien  went  to  Piinceton  and 
here  remained  for  four  years,  after  which  he  re- 
moved to  1^  Harpeand  there  remained  for  three 
years.  He  then  returned  to  Limerick  where  he  was 
in  charge  of  a  church  for  two  years  and  at  that 
time  was  President  of  the  Methodist  Pi-otestant 
Conference,  After  that  he  was  sent  to  Castleton, 
Stark  County.  Then  lie  ceased  to  pj-each  in  the 
Slethodist  Ptx>testant  Churcli  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  the  last 
three  years  has  been  stationed  at  Wyoming,  Hi.  He 
is  an  ardent  Republican  and  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  James  C.  Fremont 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jordan's  mother  was  before  her 
marriage  Miss  Mary  J.  Kirkpatrick.  She  was  born 
in  Cliapin  Township,  Morgan  County,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  I-ane  Kirkpatrick,  who  was 
born  in  179!>  in  Nortli  Carolina.  He  was  the  one 
to  haul  the  first  cannon  across  the  Mississippi  into 
Illinois.  He  was  Lieutenant  in  Capt  Natlian 
Winter's  regiment  which  is  better  known  as  the 
Third  Illinois  Regiment  and  served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  He  was  reared  in  the  South,  although 
the  Kirkpatrick  family  came  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  to  this  country,  making  their  entrance 
hither  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan's great-grandfather  served  in  that  war,  his 
brother  l>eing  shot  by  the  Tories.  Mrs.  Jordan's 
great-grandfather  was  a  slaveholder,  but  at  heart 
he  was  a  believer  in  tlie  principles  of  Abolition  and 
gave  his  slaves  their  freedom.  He  sold  his  farm 
and  removed  to  Illinois,  being  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  thatState,  He  located  in  Morgan  County 
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and  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  interested  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  Galena  lead  mines.  He  traveled  by  ox- 
t«am  and  was  a  pioneer  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Ciiurch,  For  fifty  years  or  more  he 
engaged  in  preaching,  never  having  received  any 
renumeration  for  his  services.  His  home  was  in 
Morgan  County  until  1S68,  when  he  removed  to  a 
a  place  near  Macomb,  where  he  died  at  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Republican  in  liis 
political  views  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  independence.  He  is  known 
throughout  the  country  which  he  has  served  so  long 
and  faithfully  by  the  affectionate  title  of  old 
"Uncle  Johnny."  His  wife's  father,  the  Rev,  James 
Simms  of  Kentucky,  was  tlie  first  Methodist  minis- 
ter who  was  ordained  in  that  State  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church, 
For  a  fuller  biography  of  the  Rev,  Mr.  Simnis,  re- 
fer to  Stephen's  History  of  Methodism,  There  were 
six  brothers  in  the  Kirkpatrick  family  and  some 
were  in  the  war  and  all  were  ministei'S.  Thiee  of 
them  were  Methodist  Protestant  and  three  belonged 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  There  were  six  boys  and  one  girl. 
The  boys  are  all  still  living  and  of  these  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest.  His  rearing  was  accomplished  in 
different  places  and  he  received  the  best  education 
tliat  could  be  afforded  at  their  various  homes. 
When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  teacli- 
ingandcontinuedsoemployed  until  he  had  reached 
Ills  majority,  when  he  went  to  Adrian  College- 
Mich.,  and  was  licensed  to  preach,  May  19,  1875, 
He  then  supplied  Congregational  pulpits  and  gave 
himself  to  study  for  three  years.  The  last  year  of  j 
bis  supply  work  was  blest  by  a  great  revival  at 
Rome  Center  and  he  succeeded  in  there  organizing 
a  strong  church  in  the  close  of  his  junior  year. 
He  then  went  to  Beloit,  Wis.,  and  preaclied  one 
year  and  four  months  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Churcli.  From  there  he  was  transfeiTed  to  Morri- 
son, III.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year  and  after 
tliat  he  left  the  Mettiodist  Chureh  and  joined  the 
IVeBbyterian  denomination.  After  tliis  step  he  was 
engaged  in  teacliing  for  one  year  in  the  High 
School  and  supplied  the  Piesbyterian  Church  of 
Franklin  and  Ashton,     After  that  he  went  to  Shel-   ' 


byville  and  was  there  pastor  for  two  years,  Then 
an  important  step  was  taken  by  him  and  all  familiar 
ties  were  broken  by  his  going  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  White  Ameri- 
can Church,  Kaholo.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Ill- 
inois where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Cliurch  at  Taylorville  for  three  years, 

January  1,  1889,  Mr.  Jordan  became  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lansing  and  com- 
pleted the  building  that  he  had  started  to  erect  and 
preached  his  dedicatory  sermon  June  8,  1889.  Our 
subject  was  married  in  the  pretty  city  of  Beloit, 
Wis.,  June  4,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Munger,  who 
was  bom  and  brought  up  in  the  place  of  her  mar- 
riage. Three  children  have  already  blest  this 
union;  they  are:  M.  Edith,  Hattie  A.  and  Mar- 
guerite I.     The  last  named  was  born  in  Lansing. 

Our  subject  is  in  great  demand  in  all  social 
gatherings  and  societies.  He  is  Chancellor  Com- 
mander of  Gauntlet  Lodge,  No.  42,  K.  of  P.;  also 
belongs  to  the  Sous  of  Veterans  of  this  city.  He 
is  Chaplain  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Uniformed 
Rank,  Knight  of  Pythias.  He  is  moreover  Pres- 
ident of  the  Michigan  State  Sabbath-school  Asso- 
ciation and  spends  a  great  deal  of  time  in  Sabbath- 
school  work  throughout  the  State.  In  his  political 
belief  and  following  Mr.  Jordan  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  strong  temperance  man.  In  preparing  his 
sermon  he  writes  them  out  in  full,  but  delivers 
them  without  manuscript.  During  a  part  of  his 
ministry  in  Illinois  our  subject  was  special  corre- 
spondent of  the  Chicago  /nfer  Ocean  and  while  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands  wrote  a  series  of  lettei-s  regu- 
larly to  that  paper. 


■fl  IWLLAED  SMllII  The gcntlem-in  ff  whom 
\sJil  ^^  write  claims  to  be  almost  i  native  of 
\^  White  Oak  lownship  Ingham  County, 
where  he  i-esides,  as  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  this  township  when  he  was  onlv  foui  >ears  old. 
Therefore  all  his  life  fiom  infancy  has  been  passed 
here  and  he  feels  as  much  at  home  is  though  it  was 
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his  native  town.  His  birth  took  place  in  1832  in 
Virgil,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  his 
parents  first  landed  at  Stoekbridge  they  made  a 
short  stop  tliere  until  they  could  build  a  log  shanty 
in  White  Oak  Township,  about  twenty-five  rods 
from  where  Mr.  Smitli  now  lives. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Robert  Smith  and  he  was  born  in  the  Empice  State. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Amity  Smith,  a 
nati\  e  of  Connecticut.  They  became  the  heads  of 
a  patiiaichal  family,  of  seven  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters and  their  son  Willard  was  the  latest  born  of 
the  flock  rheir  eldest  bore  the  name  of  C'hauncey 
and  wa«  born  in  1806.  After  liim  came  two  sons 
Square  J.  and  Uriah  B.,  bora  i-cspectively  Maruh  11, 
1808  and  April  25,  1810.  These  were  followed 
by  a  little  child  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed 
being  born  March  1,  1812  and  dying  May  3,  1812. 
The  next  daughter,  Polly  If.,  came  to  them  July 
3,  1813  and  following  her  was  Enoch,  August 
10,  1815,  and  Phoebe  who  was  born  August  28, 
1817.  The  next  two  daughters  were  Ursula  C. 
bom  Octobers],  1819  and  Deliah  August  22,  1821. 
Then  came  Robert  E.,  August  27,  1823,  and  Lydia 
li  May  1,  1827.  and  the  list  closed  with  William 
H.  born  May  19,  1829  and  our  subject,  Willard, 
bom  August  27,  1832. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  IShd 
to  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Wilson  Garner  of  New 
Jersey.  To  this  union  has  been  granted  five  chil- 
dren. Tlie  eldest.  Little  Jay,  who  came  to  them 
(>ctol>er  4,  1856  died  January  24,  1858  and  the 
next  was  a  daughter,  Katie  A.,  who  was  born 
Mai-ch  7,  1860  and  married  Eugene  A.  Stowe.  She 
has  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Leon  and 
Lueie  G.  The  third  child  of  our  subject  is  Nettie 
G.  who  was  born  June  29,  1863  and  married  Grant 
G.  Carter.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  After 
her  came  Hubble  Spencer  who  was  born  April  25, 
1865  and  is  now  in  Idaho,  where  he  is  carrying  on 
mining  speculations  and  engaging  in  various 
branches  of  corporate  business,  Marcus  W.  the 
youngest  son,  was  born  October  7,  1872  and  as  he 
is  still  in  his  minority  he  is  remaining  with  his  par- 
ents at  home.  I 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  father  who  takes  more  than  the 
ordinary  interest  in  the  education  of  his  children  | 


and  has  given  them  the  advantages  of  good  schools 
which  have  been  held  at  Fowlerville  and  Howell, 
Livingston  County.  He  is  doing  a  general  faiTO- 
ing  business  and  has  his  farm  well  stocked.  His 
place  on  section  24,  has  long  been  known  as  the 
Smith  homestead.  The  family  is  connected  wtlli 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Chureh  and  the  father  is 
earnest  and  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and 
in  the  Sunday-school  to  which  he  has  always  taken 
his  children.  In  their  home  they  have  an  old  Bible 
which  is  a  choice  possession  as  it  has  been  in  the 
family  since  the  time  of  Mr.  Smith's  great-great- 
grandfather, Robert  Smith.  That  progenitor  had 
four  brothers,  John,  William,  Abram  and  Isaac. 
This  ancient  volume  is  printed  in  the  English 
language  and  bears  the  date  of  1602. 

The  doctrines  which  were  promulgated  by  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  are  the 
political  convictions  of  Mr.  Smith  and  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
held  a  number  of  township  ofMces  such  as  School 
Moderator,  Pathmaster  and  Supervisor  and  in  these 
offices  he  has  done  etl[icient  service  to  his  neighbors, 
and  under  his  superintendency  the  highways  of  his 
township  have  improved.  His  fine  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  is  well  cultivated  and 
highly  productive. 


>«=«i^'*i-»-IISi#i 


JT^RANK  D.  WELLER.  The  young  men  of 
11;^)  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  are  the  pride  and 
/l|,  power    of    the  city   and  have  given  to  its 

business  entei-prises  a  vitality  and  strength  which 
make  it  prominent  among  the  industrial  towns  of 
Michigan.  They  have  created  a  demand  not  only 
for  the  plain  necessities  of  life,  but  also  for  the 
adornings  which  culture  craves  and  would  supply. 
The  decorator  and  dealer  in  wall  paper  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch,  and  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears on  the  opposite  page,  lias  his  place  of  busi- 
ness at  No.  830  Washington  Avenue  South,  and  is 
a  native  of  this  city,  having  been  born  here  Sep- 
tember 19,  1856.  He  is  a  son  of  Augustus  F.  and 
Ann  (Thomas)  Weller,     His  father    was   born    in 
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Orail^  (.'ounty,  X.  Y.,  in  1828.  and  came  to  Laii- 
xmg  in  1847.  He  was  ft  wii  of  Peter  F.  Weller, 
who  wft!4  one  of  the  very  tirat  settlei-s  iu  Laii»ing 
iifter  the  localiou  of  the  city,  liaviiig  eoine  West 
witli  t\m  {'ommiitsionei'ij  from  Adrian  in  the  tym- 
pany of  Austin  lilair  and  others. 

Tliis  projrenitor  of  oui'  Muhjcct ojjened  a  genuine 
fi'ontiei-  store  in  the  line  of  groceries  and  general 
utility.  He  first  opened  on  wliat  was  at  that  time 
known  as  Mackerel  Point,  there  being  then  no 
t>uildings  in  the  city  of  Lansing  except  one  log 
house  and  a  sawmill.  Tlie  family  had  some  time 
previous  to  this  been  at  Adrian  and  came  up  to 
the  new  capitid  to  maiie  their  home.  Mr.  Weller 
c<mtinued  in  business  here  until  1871,  and  during 
the  later  yeai-s  transferred  his  intei-ests  to  the  dry- 
goods  line,  coining  up  from  his  original  situation 
to  Washington  Avenue.  He  served  for  four  years 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  soon  after  removed  to 
Detroit,  where,  in  1884,  lie  engaged  in  the  Equi- 
table Life  Insurance  Comt)any,  and  remained  with 
that  company  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1889. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  also  of   the  Masonic  fraternity, 

Ann  (Thomas)  Weller,  the  mother  of  our  suh- 
jefct,  was  fonnerly  from  Pennsylvania,  aud  came  , 
hei'e  with  her  parents.  Her  father,  •iohu  Thomas,  < 
w&s  a  membei'  of  the  Arm  of  Bush  &  Thomas,  of 
whom  our  readers  will  be  pissed  to  learn  in  the 
biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  Bush,  to  be  found  else- 
where in  this  Alhum.  Augustus  and  Ann  Weller 
were  united  in  marriage  in  the  fall  of  1853,  and 
here  they  reared  a  family  of  three  children:  our 
subject;  Charles  A.,  now  of  Chicago;  and  Anna 
T.,  wife  of  Mr.  Spaulding,  of  Boston.  The  mother 
died  in  1861. 

Frank  D.  Weller  received  his  education  in  the 
city  schools  of  lAnsing,  after  which  he  went  to 
Detroit  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  decorator  and 
frescoer.  He  remained  there  for  six  years,  and 
upon  returning  to  this  city,  opened  an  establish- 
ment of  his  own  in  1877,  and  has  now  worked  up 
a  large  business.  He  has  a  store  on  the  principal 
business  street  which  occupies  a  building  22x90 
feet,  and  includes  both  the  fii-st  floor  and  the  base- 
ment. Although  a  young  man  iu  reality,  Mr. 
Weller  is  from   a   business  standpoint   the  oldest 


man  in  that  exclusive  line  in  the  city.  He  de- 
votes himself  {lersisteiitly  to  his  business  and  takes 
his  recreation  In  looking  after  his  hoi'ses.  He  is 
breeding  a  fine  line  of  standard  trottei-s  and  has  a 
large  number  of  good  young  hoi'ses  and  marc!«. 
His  political  views  have  inclined  him  to  altiliate 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  votes  that 
ticket. 

Miss  Saraii  Bates,  of  this  city,  Itecame  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Weller  August  11,  1878.  This  lady  is  a 
native  of  C'anada,  but  came  here  with  her  parents, 
her  father  l>eing  well  known  in  the  city  as  Thomas 
Bates.  t)ne  child,  Ava.  lias  blessed  their  iinion. 
Mr.  Weller  remembers  well  the  pioneer  times  of 
his  childhood  and  the  game  wliich  was  plentiful, 
when  the  sti'eets  of  this  elty  were  in  their  primi- 
tive condition,  liefore  the  hand  of  man  had  low- 
ered the  giants  of  the  forest. 


^^  AIT.  JOHN  li.  I'KK'K.  If  modest  worth 
(li  .,  will  nof'hlow  its  own  trumpet,"  the  pen  <if 
^ji^'  the  biographer  must  speak  its  praises.  Those 
who  aie  loudest  in  their  own  behalf  are  not  always 
appreciated  most  highly  by  their  neighbors,  and 
the  reverse  of  this  fact  is  also  true,  as  may  l>e  at- 
tested to  by  every  one  who  knows  the  "  old  Mai- 
shal"  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  ('apt.  Price, 
who  was  the  Marshal  of  this  citj  in  its  Hi  it  days 
and  held  the  office  until  within  the  last  few  yeai-s, 
is  not  a  man  who  speaks  his  own  praises  but  he  is 
warmly  appi-eciated  by  even  man  woman  and 
child  in  this  city  and  his  resignation  fiom  that 
ofHce  on  actrount  of  age  was  deeplj  itgietted.  His 
services  to  the  country  am  appreciated  by  those 
who  know  his  story  and  genuine  regret  is  felt  that 
technicalities  should  have  deprived  one  who  is  so 
worthy  from  receiving  a  pcftsion  as  a  token  of  a 
nation's  gratitude. 

('apt.  Price  was  born  July  i,  181li,  iu  South  Ain- 
boy  Township,  Middlesex  Couiily,  N.  -I.  His  father, 
Xerxes  Price,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  Ixirii 
September  24,  1777.     The  grandfather  of  our  sul^ 
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ject,  Ebeiiezer  Prk-e,  had  lus  nativity  Septembei' 
13,  1748,  and  was  a  nianufa*;tnrer  of  brick  and 
stoneware  in  New  Jersey,  and  lived  to  tlie  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  Tlie  father,  wlio  was  also  a  man- 
ufacturer in  the  same  line,  dealt  extensively  in 
these  wares  and  remained  throughout  life  in  New 
Jersey,  dying  October  24,1845.  He  was  a  stir- 
ring business  man  but  during  his  last  years 
lived  a  i-etired  life.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Nanoy  Letts  and  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey.  Her  fatlier,  Francis  Letts,  was  a 
New  Jersey  farmer  of  Welsh  descent  who  took  part 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  mother  died 
in  1829. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  Xerxes  and  Nancy  Price 
four  are  now  living.  Our  subjeet,  who  was  next 
to  the  youngest  in  age,  remained  upon  the  farm 
in  Middlesex  County  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  when  he  took  a  position  as  cook  upon 
a  boat  and  thought  some  of  shipping  in  the  gen- 
eral service  upon  the  high  seas.  He  went  to  Brook- 
lyn and  was  accepted  to  go  on  a  three  years'  ci-uise 
on  the  ship  "Hornet," but  through  the  influence 
of  his  brother-in-law  who  advised  him  to  leani  his 
trade  he  withdrew  from  this  engagement,  although 
he  dearly  loved  the  water  and  could  sail  a  boat 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He  was  now  ap- 
prenticed to  the  carpenter's  trade  and  came  to  Ba- 
tavia,  Genesee  Couuty,N.  Y.,  in  1831,  and  there 
remained  thi-ee  years  and  six  months. 

In  1834  Mr.  Price  came  to  Michigan  and  located 
in  Sandstone,  Jackson  County,  where  he  continued 
to  work  at  the  caipenter's  trade.  In  1837  he  went 
to  Albion,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills  and  there  con- 
tinued until  his  marriage  in  1843.  This  great 
event  took  place  in  Marengo  Township,  Calhoun 
County,  his  bride  being  Miss  Jane  Powell,  who  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  N,  Y.  He  now  decided  to 
go  upon  a  farm,  and  renting  one  in  Marengo 
Township,  continued  tliere  for  four  and  a  half 
years,  raising  wheat  which  he  sold  at  forty-eight 
cents  per  bushel. 

It  was  in  April,  1847,  that  Mr.  Price  came  to 
Lansing  and  in  June  he  bought  a  tract  of  land  all 
covered  with  timber,  upon  which  he  built  a  house 
and  in  February  of  the  next  year  I'emoved  hitlier. 


This  is  the  same  place  where  he  now  resides  and  it 
comprises  four  acres  within  the  limits  of  Lansing 
and  near  to  the  business  portion  of  North  Lansing. 
He  also  owns  a  nice  farm  in  Olive  Township,  Clin- 
ton County,  which  is  finely  improved.  Here  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  operated  a  Seymour  saw- 
mill in  North  I^nsing.  He  had  lumber  enough  to 
supply  a  liundred  mills  and  was  rapidly  making 
money,  when  he  left  home  and  all,  in  1861,  at  the 
first  tap  of  the  drum,  and  raising  a  company,  which 
was  known  as  the  Williams  Rifles,  tendered  himself 
and  his  company  to  Gov.  Blair. 

Capt.  Price  was  at  that  time  lifty-one  years  old 
and  therefore  beyond  the  legal  age  for  enlistment, 
but  his  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country  and  his 
strong  sense  of  the  justice  of  the  Union  cause,  caused 
him  to  overcome  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his 
enlistment.  His  company  was-  made  part  of  the 
Third  Regiment,  Michigan  Infantry,  under  the  title 
of  Company  G.  They  were  mustered  in  at  Grand 
Rapids  and  the  company  was  tendered  the  electing 
of  their  own  Captaiu,  which  he  received  by  an 
unanimous  vote.  He  was  also  appointed  Captain 
of  the  camp  at  Grand  Rapids  and  after  a  short 
time  went  on  to  Washington  with  his  company. 
He  remained  in  sei-vice  until  the  marching  caused 
him  to  give  out,  as  he  had  taken  sick  in  Detroit 
and  could  not  endure  such  hardships.  They  were 
on  their  way  to  the  battle  of  Bull  Hun  wlien  he 
was  prostrated  by  sickness  and  remained  in  camp 
until  he  resigned,  in  August,  1861,  his  term  of  ser- 
vice having  lacked  just  eight  days  of  three  months, 
which  excludes  him  from  obtaining  a  pension.  He 
was  in  feeble  health  for  some  time  after  his  return 
and  since  that  time  has  followed  farming.  The 
farm  which  he  now  has  is  as  fine  land  as  can  he 
found  in  Clinton  County  and  since  he  has  come  to 
so  venerable  an  iige,  he  rents  it  out  and  lives  a  re- 
tired life.  He  owns  the  stock  upon  his  farm  and 
has  half  the  increase  of  it 

The  four  children  of  our  subject  are  Clara,  Mrs. 
Wood,  of  Lansing;  Mary  J.,  Mra.  Twait,  of  Lan- 
sing; Ella  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and 
William  A.,  who  is  in  Mississippi.  Capt,  Price  has 
held  various  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
liaving  served  one  term  on  the   School  Board  and 
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was  < 'oin mission er  of  Highways  for  several  veai-n 
in  l^iir'in'r  Township  and  Treasurer  for  one  yenr. 
He  is  an  Klder  in  the  Franklin  Sti-cet  Presbyterian 
t'hmx'li  ftiid  has  l)eeii  Nun  day-school  Superintendent 
liaviug  served  in  that  eapaeUy  in  the  first  Munday- 
schiiol  which  was  or^ranized  in  this  city,  and  l>ein^ 
one  of  the  organizei-s  of  that  Siinday-mchool  and 
tlie  I'l'esliyt^rian  Churcli,  He  is  i-oueeded  W  he 
tlie  olde-t  settler  ui  North  Unsiiijr.  He  is  an  ar- 
dent liejjublican  of  the  old-fashioned  kind  and  a 
ti-ue  patriot  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  has 
(wrved  upon  l>oth  the  gmiid  and  petit  juries  and 
wa.-«  the flitit  Marshal  of  Lansing.  He  is  i-ememlwi-ed 
as  beinjT  the  Mai'siial  on  the  oi-easion  of  the  first 
Fourtii  of  July  i-elebration  and  the  first  Republi- 
can mlly  and  pnx'ession  in  I8i>4.  I'ntil  within  a  i 
very  few  years  this  venemble  and  Ixilovod  citizen 
has  been  induced  to  net  as  Mai-shal  upon  all  great 
occasions,  as  Ijuising  people  do  not  think  a  grand 
procession   quite  complete  nnleiss  he  is  at  the  iiead. 


I>^t^! 


>^!lLllKliT  W.  LKWISisa  nieinlR-r  of  the  tirni 
f||  ,— ,  of  P2arle  A  Lewis,  hai'dware  nieivhants  at 
*^^|)  Mason,  Ingham  County.  A  sketeh  will  Iw 
found  of  the  senior  member  of  the  6iTa  in  another 
piii't  of  this  volume.  The  young  men  are  both 
enterprising  and  ambitious  and  have  already  hnilt 
np  a  good  i-eputalion  and  business  in  the  place  of 
their  choice.  Our  snbject  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State  having  been  born  in  Oakfieid.  Genesee 
t'ounty,  N.  Y..  February  9,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of 
Irvin  and  Kmeline  (Beardsley)  Ijewis,  the  former 
a  native  of  Connecticut  although  of  Kngfish  ances- 
try,and  the  mother  having  been  born  in  Alexander, 
N.  Y,,  and  being  of  mixed  Scotoh  and  French  an- 
cestry. The  elements  that  he  get«  from  this  mixed 
ancestry  are  evident  in  the  sturdy  independence, 
the  speculative  insight  that  he  is  determined  to 
have  into  every  subject  in  which  he  is  interested, 
and  the  Y'ankee  ingenuity  that  he  brings  to  Ivear 
in  argument  and  trade. 

rp  to  the  age  of  fourteen  the  original  of  our 
sketeli  spent  most  of  his  time  in  the  school  rtH>ni 


and  then  gradujtted  from  Carey  Scihinary.  New 
York.  His  father  hud  died  when  he  wn.s  but  a  lad 
of  ten  years  of  age,  and  his  mother,  who  married 
again,  came  with  her  husband  to  Michigan,  locating 
in  Hillsdale  County  in  1«72.  Here  they  located 
on  a  farm  which  they  continued  to  oi>ei-atc  until 
our  subject  had  attained  his  eighteenth  year.  He 
then  left  home  to  gain  a  living  for  himself  and 
spent  one  year  in  IjOgan  County,  III.,  where  he 
worked  in  an  elevator.  He  then  i-eturaed  to  Hills- 
dale County,  and  from  there  went  to  bis  old  home 
in  New  York  where  he  re-visited  fiimiliar  scenes, 
remaining  s<.>me  six  montiis.  He  then  returned  to 
Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  and  nl  the  age  of 
twenty-one  united  his  fate  for  lietter  or  worse  with 
tluit  of  .\li»*  Ida  M.  Linsday.  of  litchfield.  Ilillsilale 
County.  Their  inari'iage  wiif  cclebrAted  (K'tolier 
;t(l,  1H7H.  The  lady  is  a  riaughlev  of  .1.  B.  imd 
Kmeline  (Mead)  Linsday.  She  was  burn  April  1 1 , 
l«5r,  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  J^wis  accepted  a  ix^ition 
as  freight  agent  at  Ijinsing  <)n  the  Micliigaii 
Southern  milroad.  He  occupied  this  post  tor 
alwiit  eight  months  and  then  engaged  as  clerk  in 
a  liardware  store  lielonging  to  Dart  ife  Boweu.  in 
Ijinsing.  There  he  remained  foi'  three  and  a  half 
yeai-s,  when  he  changed  his  jjosition  and  was  em- 
ployed with  \V.  D.  Sabine,  also  a  hai-dware  meix-hant, 
for  one  year.  He  then  traveled  for  six  months  as 
a  salesman,  ^fter  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
city  of  Indianapolis  as  a  clerk  in  a  hardware  store 
for  a  space  of  one  year.  Frain  there  he  came  to 
Mason  and  foi-  one  and  a  half  years  clerked  in  the 
haidware  store  of  A.  O.  DuBois,  and  then  tmveled 
vn  the  road  for  a  Cleveland  hardware  firm  for  foiu- 
years.  This  lirings  him  up  to  January,  I8SI1,  when 
he  puix'hased  the  interest  of  his  old  employer,  .Mr. 
A.  ().  DuBois,  and  the  firm  was  re-established  under 
the  name  of  Karle  ik  Lewis. 

Mr.  IjCwL*  is  a  follower  of  the  liepublicau  |)arty, 
in  spite  of  the  duty  on  tin.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  Knigjits  of  Pythias  and  has  found  that 
liL-i  frateruizing  with  the  men  in  this  society  has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  him,  not  ()nly  in  a  social 
way,  but  from  a  business  standjjoint.  The  firm  of 
which  Mr,  Lewis  is  a  junior  member  enjoys  a  good 
ti-ade.     They  sell  very  close  and  ai-e  enabled  so  to 


I  lo&:oc  b': 


y  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


Mii 


do  by  their  knowle(i}(0  of  tlie  liest  miii'kets  in  whidi 
to  pm-eliase,  and  h.v  tlieir  upriglit  maiiin'.i'  of  tloinji 
basinese.  Tliey  enjoy  tlie  eonfidenee  of  tlie  eom- 
iiiunity  and  all  other  busiiiesji  lioiises  have  a  jfood 
word  to  say  for  the  yoiintr  flrra,  Mr.  Ijewis  has 
but  one  bi-other  wliose  name  is  Mei'rilt  L.  Tx;wis, 
He  travels  for  a  Cleveland  hardware  house  and  his 
home  is  located  at  Marion.  Iiid,,  where  1ie  has  a 
delightful  residence  that  is  |)residod  ovov  Uy  n 
gentle,  i-eflned  little  woiiiaii  and  tw<i  (.'liarming 
daiijrhtfrs. 


JOSIAII  W.  DOWNS.  Anurngtlie  well-known 
citizens  of  l.ansiug.  Ingham  Coiintv,  who 
were  early  settleri^  hem  in  tlie  pioneer  days, 
,^_^  we  are"  |>leaiied  to  pi-eseiit  the  skekili  of  a 
neptiiageiiai-iau  of  sueh  cliaracter  aud  worth  as  Mr, 
Downs,  wlio  has  now  i-etired  from  atrtive  life  and 
is  sijending  liis  last  days  in  the  lovely  home  in  the 
eity,  which  was  the  seeue  of  his  labors  in  his  early 
manhood.  liis  home  is  surrounded  by  a  l>eautifu! 
little  fruit  farm  of  twoiiud  one-half  at-res,  in  whidi 
the  old  gentleman  delighlf.  Hud  whiuli  he  is  alile 
to  su])eriiitend  pi-olitably.  He  has  lieen  a  resident 
of  litis  city  since-  New  Year's  Day.  1857. 

Manslieid,  Hichland  County,  Ohio,  is  the  native 
home  of  this  gentleman,  who  was  horn  .luly  29, 
1821.  His  father,  James  Downs,  was  born  iiearthe 
old  Natural  Bridge  in  Virginia  and hisfather,.Tohu 
H,,  was  the  son  of  a  Protestant  Irishman  fi'om  the 
North  of  ii-claiid.  Tlie  family  lineage  is  traced  to 
the  IScotcIi  nobility.  The  grandfatliei-  waw  a  shoe- 
maker by  ti'ade,  lirst  in  \'ii^inia  and  afterward  in 
Maryland,  aud  in  1812  he  removed  t^  Ohio  and 
located  eight  miles  from  Mansfield,  on  a  farm,  whicli 
he  improved  and  somewhat  later  sold  before  return- 
ing to  Mansfield. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  inillei-  by  tiade 
and  operated  a  mill  foi-  Mr.  Marshall  on  Clear  Fork, 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  lat«r  bought  a  farm 
adjoining  and  carried  it  on  while  continuing  his 
milling.    In  1830  he  sold  this  property  and  removed 


to  Mansfield,  whei-e  he  took  up  the  making  of  brick, 
in  which  he  was  successful,  and  died  there  in  April, 
IH3tt,  at  tlie  age  of  forty-two  years.  He  was  a  de- 
vout and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Chui'cli. 

The  mother  of  onr  subject  was  Delxii-ali,  daugh- 
ter of  WiUiam  VanDorn.  and  belonged  to  one  of 
the  old  Dutch  families  of  Eastern  New  Vork,  being 
Ivoru  in  Saratoga  County,  Her  father  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  entei-ed  the  Itevolutionary  Army  and 
served  thi-oiighout  the  continuance  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  resumed  farming.  About  the  year  1812 
he  located  in  Washington  Township,  Richland 
County,  f )hio,  two  miles  f r<im  wliei-e  the  grandfather 
of  onr  subject, -lohn  I>ijwns.  made  his  home.  Tlierc 
was  longevity  in  the  family  on  both  sides  and  the 
m()tlier  lived  to  complete  eighty  yej»rs  and  then 
pas.'*ed  away  in  Ohio,  in  1878.  She  had  nine  chil- 
dren in  her  household  and  .losiah  was  third  in 
oi-dcr  of  age.  lie  is  the  only  one  of  the  brothers 
who  is  now  living  iiltlioiigli  none  of  the  sistei-s 
have  paissed  away. 

In  Richland  County,  (thio,  this  \ioy  gi-ew  Ut  the 
age  of  nine  years  upon  the  farm.  aft*'r  which  he 
went  to  Mansfield  three  months  each  winter  to  at- 
tend school,  and  liegan  helping  also  in  the  brick- 
yard, his  earliest  faak  lieing  carrying  brick,  and 
when  sixteen  yeai-s  old  in  molding  brick,  his 
usual  task  lifting  tlii-ee  thousand  a  day.  When 
the  father  died  the  sons  cai'ried  on  the  business 
through  the  next  season,  getting  out  some  sixty 
thousand  bricks, and  then  decided  to  drop  tliis  busi- 
ness and  leani  trades. 

■losiah  was  apjirenticed  to  a  tailor  in  Mansfield 
and  after  three  years  at  the  trade  lie  worked  tin  a 
journeyman  at  Ashland  and  New  Haven,  and  snb- 
seqiieutly  retunied  to  Mansfield  and  started  ainhop. 
But  this  was  not  of  long  duration,  as  in  May.  184(1 
lie  joined  the  volunteer  army,  eiit«ring  Company 
A,  Third  Ohio  Infantry,  and  serving  for  one  year 
ill  the  Mexican  War.  with  the  rank  of  Second  fSei-- 
geant.  He  wassent  to  Cincinnati  under  Col.  Cur- 
tis, and  next  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  joining 
Taylor's  army  sailed  in  lieu.  B.  V.  Butler's  Divis- 
ion to  Mexico. 

The  regiment  was  kept  at  the  garrison  at  Msta- 
tiiora  on  duty  for  five  niifflths  and  then   spent  one 
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mooth  at  Comargo,  wlience  they  marched  to  Mont- 
erey and  Buena  Vista,  where  his  regiment  took  a 
train  of  two  hundred  wagon  loads  of  provision 
encoimteringpartiesofUreare",  Mexican  plunder- 
ers, all  along  the  way  hut  they  made  their  way 
througli  in  safety.  They  remained  in  Buena  Vista 
until  after  the  battle  of  Vera  Cruz,  when,  their 
term  of  service  having  expired,  they  wei-e  dis- 
charged, being  mustered  out  at  New  Orleans, 
June  25,  1847  returning  by  boat  to  Cincinnati. 

Sergeant  Downs  now  settled  down  to  work  at 
his  trade  and  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  and 
was  married  October  28,  1847,  in  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Lydi*  Splteler,  a  native  of  that  State  and  daughter 
of  Daniel  Spiteler,  who  was  a  potter  by  trade.  Our 
subject  continued  in  the  tailoring  business,  until 
1865,  when  he  removed  to  Auburn,  Inrt.,  where  he 
carried  on  business  in  clothing  and  furnishing 
goods,  and  eighteen  months  later  removed  to  Crest- 
line, Ohio,  where  he  entered  into  partnerahip  with 
Ml'.  Greenfield,  and  enlarged  his  stock.  Five 
months  later  he  removed  to  Goshen,  Ind.,  and  the 
following  January,  in  1857,  he  located  in  Lansing, 
opening  a  fine  line  of  clothing  and  piece  goods  as 
a  merchant  tailor.  His  ]>artnership  here  with  Mr. 
Greenfield  lasted  for  eighteen  months,  and  then 
Mr.  Downs  sold  out  his  interest  apd  rentinga  room, 
started  in  as  a  custom  tailor  and  did  well  at  it  for 
twelve  years,  after  which  he  sold  his  business  to 
Messrs.  Murray  and  Dixon. 

When  this  gentleman  fli-st  came  to  Lansing  he 
purchased  an  acre  of  land  where  the  Lansing  Wlieel 
Works  now  stand,  and  resided  on  that  spot  during 
the  days  of  the  war,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought 
sometliing  over  five  acres  adjoining  the  corpora- 
tion. Here  he  built  a  house  and  set  out  an  orehard. 
After  selling  his  shop  he  still  continued  as  a  cutter 
and  fitter,  and  his  old  customers  still  sent  for  liim 
to  do  tiieir  special  work.  He  finally  sold  his  little 
place  and  bought  two  and  one-lialf  acres  where  he 
now  resides,  building  his  present  home  in  1874. 
During  this  time  he  was  sujjerin  ten  dent  of  the 
tailoring  department  at  the  Refoi'm  School  for 
seven  years,  while  Johnson  A  Plowe  were  superin- 
dents  of  the  school.  At  that  time  he  was  so 
much  troubled  with  neuralgia  in  the  head  that  he 
gave  up  his  in-door  work  and  devoted  himself  to 


his  garden  and  fruit  farm,  until  he  entirely  over- 
came this  trouble. 

Ten  children  form  the  household  of  our  subject 
and  his  faithful  companion,  whom  we  will  enum- 
erate as  follows:  Oscar  B.,  a  baker  in  Saginaw; 
James,  who  resides  in  Lansing;  Carrie,  now  Mrs. 
M«rk  Aldrich,  of  Grand  Fork  County,  Dak.;  Mil- 
t<m  B.,  a  cabinet-maker  and  the  finest  workman  in 
the  city;  .Franklin,  who  died  attheageof  six  years; 
Julietta  married  Mr.  Durand,  who  is  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at  Ypsi- 
lanti;  Mary  married  William  C.  Hinman,  the  City 
Clerk;  Johnisa  memberoftheMetroplitan  Police; 
William  M.,  a  carriage  trimmer;  Minnie  is  attend- 
ing school  at  Ypsilanti  and  Bertha  is  a  member  of 
the  Class  of  '83,  in  the  High  School  at    Lansing. 

Daniel  Spiteler,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Downs,  was 
born  near  Fredericksburg,  Pa.,and  his  father,  Simon, 
a  Hollander,  came  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  car- 
ried on  a  farm  and  died  in  Canton,  Ohio.  Daniel 
Spiteler  had  a  pottery  at  Mansfield,  and  afterward 
came  to  ]>eKalb  County,  Ind.  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  hear  Spencer  and  carried  on 
the  double  vocation  of  farmer  and  potter.  His 
death  took  place  when  he  was  sixty  years  old.  His 
excellent  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline 
Neagent  and  had  her  birth  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  and 
her  father,  William  Neagent,  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, who  made  his  home  in  Greencastle,  where  he 
was  a  prominent  man  and  a  leader  in  the  Masonic 
order.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  who  came  to 
Detroit  to  form  the  first  Masonic  lodge  in  Michigan 
and  during  that  trip  died  on  the  River  Raisin. 
The  motber  died  in  Ft.  Wayne  after  reaching  her 
seventy-eighth  year.  They  were  both  earnest  and 
devoted  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  the 
judicious  and  faithful  parents  of  nine  children. 
Mrs.  Downs  was  their  first-born  and  first  saw  the 
light  July  1,  1828  near  Mansfield  which  was  her 
home  until  1856,  when  she  removed  to  Spencer. 
Ind.,  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Downs  has  served  his  township  one  year  as 
clerk,  and  has  also  been  School  Director  a  year.  He 
is  identified  with  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33.  A.Fi.A.M. 
He  joined  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Auburn,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Association 
of  Mexican  Veterans.    His  political  views  ally  him 
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witli  the  Democratic  party  and  in  relijition  he  iss  « 
I'nivei-salist,  teinji  Deacon  and  Trustee  in  that 
churtrh,  while  his  wife  inclines  to  the  Spiritualistic 
faith.  It  is  a  delight  to  visit  this  valued  and  ex- 
perienced citizen,  who  makes everv  guest  his  friend 
by  virtue  of  his  courtesy,  alTabilityand  iiit«lligence. 


|-^-i->-i 


^ILLJAM  A.  UHYEli.  WJimi  one  investi- 
gates tlie  iHsginnings  of  history,  consid- 
eralile  research  is  necessary  in  order  to 
make  elear  the  first  settlements  and  the  eart\' 
i-ecords.  It  is  telicved  that  the  Urst  ^settlement  in 
Ingham  County  was  made  by  Mr.  Rodgers  u^Kin 
eet  o  3b,  Ktoc-lthridge  Township,  in  1835,  but  the 
gentle  nan  Whose  name  api>ears  at  the  head  of  this 
sket  1  the  oldest  settler  now  livi  ig  within  the 
Ik  nd  f  the  connty.  lie  is  well  known  all  over 
tie  -o  t  ■,  and  esi>ecially  in  Ijinsing  and  vicinity, 
wheie  he  h&s  been  prominent  in  the  township  as 
Supervisor  and  the  other  positions  of  trust.  He  if 
a  moHt  delightful  and  entei'taining  talker,  tui  he 
knows  h\\  the  stories  of  the  early  pioneer  life.  At 
the  time  of  his  tii"st  settlement  here  he  had  to  pro- 
cuix!  work  in  the  more  settled  portions  of  the  .'^Uil.e, 
:ind  he  more  than  once  walked  a  distance  of  thirty- 
Jive  miles  to  get  work.  At  one  time  he  obtained 
work  at  Dexter,  laboring  seven  and  one-lialf  dR.\- 
in  liaying  and  Imrvestinu  to  jirocure  one  hundred 
pounds  of  dour,  and  then  lie  walked  home  again 
the  twenty-Hve  mile'-  distance  and  returned  with 
his  ox-team  to  haul  it  back,  making  in  all  eleven 
and  one-half  days  of  work  for  one  hiindiecl 
pounds  of  flour,  lie  if-  a  man  of  remarkable 
mind,  keenly  alive  to  all  the  issue?  of  the  day,and 
with  a  rich  fund  of  experiene*. 

Mr,  Dryer  had  his  birth  in  Cazenovia,  Madison 
Connty,  N.  Y.,  March  9.  1813,  his  father,  Allen  * 
Dryer,  and  his  grandfather,  who  bore  the  same 
name,  Ijoth  licing  nativec  of  the  old  Bay  State. 
The  name  was  foiinerly  Dwyer,  and  the  original 
ancestor  was  a  Hollander,  hut  when  he  was  in  Eng- 
land he  was  conscripted  and  to  escape  the  draft  he 
emigrated  to  America,  where  he  located  in  Massa- 


chusetts and  changed  the  name  to  Dryer.  The 
pandfalher  came  from  MiuMachusetts  and  became 
fin  early  settler  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y,,  where 
he  carried  on  a  fftrm.  His  father  also  lioi-e  the 
name  of  Allen. 

The  4*Rrents  of  our  subject  removed  from  Mas- 
ytehusetts  to  New  York  after  their  marriage,  an<l 
his  father  lieeanie  Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Cazenovia,  and  having  reached  the  age 
of  seventy  veal*,  died  there  in  lfl42.  He  had  a 
brother  who  lived  to  the  remarkable  ag^e  of  one 
hundred  years  and  nine  day.-'.  He  was  ii  Whig 
in  Ills  political  attach  me  nts.  His  wife,  Ksther 
Bullock,  was  a  daughter  of  Itenjamin  Bnlloek,  ii 
Massachusetts  farmer,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  in  the  same  year  wliicU  «iw  tier 
hnsliand's  demise.  They  were  earnest  and  active 
nieml>ei-s  of  the  I'l-esbytcrian  Cburch,  and  had  the 
remarkable  and  blessed  expei'ience  <.if  seeing  all  of 
their  thirteen  children  grow  to  years  of  maturity. 
There  was  not  a  death  in  the  family  until  after 
the  youngest  son  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
thi'ee  years,  during  which  year  tlie  father  and 
mother  and  four  of  the  sons  wei-e  cai'i'ied  to  the 
gi'ave  in  thi-ee  months  by  a  fever. 

The  cliildren  of  this  family  were  of  follows: 
Harzilta,  who  died  in  1H42:  Adelia  is  now  ninety- 
four  years  old.  and  has  her  home  m  Itatli  Town- 
ship, Clinton  County;  l-lnther died  at  Battle  Creek; 
Lucy  parsed  away  at  Fenner,  N.  Y,;  Almira  died 
in  Clinton  County,  Mich.;  Hufus  died  in  New 
Yoi-k;  David  resides  in  Bnth,  Clinton  County; 
Margaret  is  with  our  subjet^t;  Mary  died  in  Lan- 
sing in  I88H;  William  A.,  our  subject;  James  died 
in  l«42;  Matilda's  death  occurred  in  Canada;  and 
ISeiijamin  died  in  1842. 

William  Dj-yer  was  educated  in  tlie  district 
schools  of  Cazenovia.  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
was  apprenticed  to  the  eari-iage  buildei^'  trade,  at 
whiclfhe  served  for  four  yeara,  and  then  worked 
at  the  business  until  he  reachetl  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  in  1836  he  came  to  Michigan,  reaching 
this  point  in  .Inne.  He  traveled  by  boat  to  Buf- 
falo, by  the  "Old  Michigan"  to  l>etvoit,  and  then 
came  prospecting  on  foot,  and  finally  decided  to 
locals  in  Michigan,  although  be  had  intended  to 
make  Illinoie  his  home.     When  he  left  Y'psilanti 
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he  was  taken  very  sicfe,  and  as  his  partner  had 
gone  to  Illinois,  he  was  in  quite  a  desolate  condi- 
tion; however,  he  entered  eiglity  acres  of  land  in 
White  Oak  Township,  on  section  21,  which  was  a 
dense  forest.  He  went  on  foot  back  to  Detroit, 
and  in  the  fall  brought  his  wife  and  one  child, 
and  building  a  log  house,  began  to  climb  the  lad- 
der of  life  on  the  very  bottom  round.  His  resi- 
dence was  a  log  elianty  with  a  roof  made  of  split 
i-ed  oak  shakes,  and  the  Boor  of  split  baaswood, 
evened  by  an  adz.  He  proceeded  to  clear  the 
farm,  and  found  his  neai'est  market  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  his  most  numerous  neighbors  In- 
dians, with  whom  he  learned  to  talk  in  their 
dialect. 

In  1845  Mr.  Dryer  sold  his  property  in  White 
Oak  Township,  and  bought  land  in  Pinckney,  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  kept  a  sliop  and  worked 
!it  his  trade  for  three  years.  In  1848  he  removed 
to  Lansing,  making  his  home  here  on  the  2d 
of  November,  and  putting  up  a  shop.  He  made 
the  first  wagon  that  was  ever  manufactured  in 
Lansing,  and  also  the  first  carriage.  The  axles  of 
this  vehicle  were  made  out  of  iron-wood  poles 
whicli  were  taken  from  an  old  log  house.  For  two 
years  he  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  wagons 
and  carriages,  and  tjien  entered  the  employ  of 
Smith,  Turner  &r  Seymour,  in  building  the  plank 
road  between  Lansing  ife  Howell.  In  their  inter- 
ests he  had  charge  of  the  store  at  Leroy  and  also 
of  a  Bawraill,  where  the  planks  for  the  road  were 
manufactured.  This  work  occupied  him  for  two 
years,  and  subsequently  he  entered  the  mercantile 
business,  into  which  he  was  aided  by  "iSach" 
Chandler,  who  helped  to  establish  his  credit  for 
the  purchase  of  goods.  He  carried  on  this  store 
for  four  years  upon  Center  Sti'eet,  North  Lansing, 
and  made  a  success  of  it,  but  he  then  sold  out  this 
business  and  purchased  a  farm. 

The  property  which  Mr.  Dryer  now  bought-com- 
prised  one  hundred  and  eighty-flve  acres,  all  in 
the  woods,  situated  upon  section  7,  Lansing  Town- 
ship. He  located  upon  this  land  and  proceeded  to 
improve  it,  and  in  1 856  hewed  out  and  built  a  log 
house.  He  was  nominated  by  the  Republican 
party  as  Representative  in  the  Legislature,  but  was 
defeated  by  the  Hon.  0.  M.  Barnes.   He  continued 


to  reside  upon  his  farm  until  November  1889, 
when  he  i-etired  from  active  life,  and  selling  that 
property  came  to  live  in  Lansing.  He  was  the 
first  citizen  of  Ingham  County  to  introduce  fine 
sheep  here.  Merinos  being  his  hobby,  and  he  had 
over  four  hundred  head  in  his  flock.  He  also  in- 
troduced thorough-bred  Short-horn  cattle,  and  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Central  Michigan 
Agricultural  Association,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
President,  an  office  he  held  for  two  years.  He  is 
still  one  of  its  firm  friends,  and  was  a  Director 
continuously  until  his  retirement  from  active 
duties.  At  its  fairs  he  has  taken  many  pre- 
miums, and  was  ever  active  in  promoting  its  in- 
terests. 

This  venerable  geutleman  was,  on  the  24  th 
of  October,  1834,  nnittid  in  marriage  with  the 
wife  of  his  youth,  in  Hamilton,  Madison  County, 
{iJ.  T.  This  ladj'  was  Miss  Betsey  H.  Newell, 
a  native  of  Morrisville,  and  she  i>assed  from 
earth  in  1861.  Her  nine  eliildi-en  are:  Mary, 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Warner,  of  Lansing:  Dr.  Newell  en- 
listed in  1864  in  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  served  as  Assistjint  Surgeon  until  the 
close  of  the  war;  Elbridge,  a  fai-mer  in  Laitsing 
Township;  Esther  was  Mrs.  G.W.  Christopher,  and 
died  in  1887;  Adelaide  and  James  W.  both  died 
in  infancy;  Helen  A.  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
twenty-four;  William  F.,  a  farmer  in  Bath  Town- 
ship; and  Betsey  K.  is  Mrs.  E.  M.  Johnson,  of 
Owosso.  Newell  Dryer  enlisted  as  a  private,  and 
his  father  went  to  Gov.  Crapo  and  obtained  for 
him  (ahead  of  forty-seven  other  applications)  a 
commission  as  Assistant  Surgeon.  This  "  able 
physician,  who  is  now  practicing  in  Bath,  Clin- 
ton County,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Medical 
College. 

The  second  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  are  writing  took  place  in  1861, and  he  was  then 
united  with  Mi-s.  Sarah  Britton,  who  was  bom  in 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents  in  1879,  locating  in  Wayne  County, 
where  they  lived  upon  a  farm.  Her  first  marriage 
took  place  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  she  afterward  lived 
in  Pinckney,  where  Mr.  Britton  died,  and  sub- 
sequent to  that  event  she  located  in  Lansipg  in 
1852. 
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When  Mr,  Dryer  was  i-esiding  in  Wliite  Oak 
Township,  he  served  as  Supervisor  and  Township 
Clerk  as  well  as  School  Inspector.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  township  and  the  county,  and  served 
as  County  Commissioner,  being  also  Chairman  of 
the  Board  for  two  years.  In  Lansing  Township 
he  was  Supervisor  for  fourteen  years,  and  during 
most  of  tliat  time  was  Chairman  of  the  County 
Board.  He  helped  to  build  all  the  schoolliouscs, 
and  had  a  bi-oad  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Pioneer 
Association,  as  well  as  of  tlie  Ingham  County 
Pioneer  Association,  and  was  its  honored  President 
for  many  yeai-s. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  the  religious 
body  with  which  our  subject  is  in  sympathy,  and 
he  has  been  an  otHcial  member  of  it  for  manj' 
years,  but  he  also  sympathizes  warmly  with  all  le- 
ligious  movements,  and  tias  aided  in  the  ei-ection 
of  every  church  in  Lansing.  In  bis  early  days  he 
was  a  Free-soil  Democrat,  but  when  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  came  into  force,  it  sent  him  with  many 
otliei-s  into  tlie  newly  formed  Kepublicau  party  hi 
18o4.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  and  his  second  for  John  V.  Vre- 
mont.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  pillar  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  until  recently  he  has  at- 
tended nearly  every  county  and  congressional 
convention,  and  was  a  member  and  Chairman  in 
the  Republican  Committee  of  Ingham  Coiintj  fur 
years. 


^|  IMLLIAM  HESRY  RAYKER,  is  a  farmer 
\aj/l  and  stock-raiser,  who  owns  two  hundred 
W^  and  eighty  acres  of  land  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Mason.  His  farm  is  located  on 
section  y,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
but  his  residence  is  in  the  city  proper.  The  dis- 
tance between  his  rei^idence  and  the  farm  which  he 
operates  being  so  short  that  he  can  readily  go  from 
one  phice  to  the  other.  Mr.  Rayner  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Brutus,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
24,   1S36.     He   is   the   son   of    John  and  Emiiy 


(Meeeh)  Ra^Tior,  the  father  a  native  of  Oranege 
County,  K.  T,,  and  the.  mother  of  the  town  of 
Brutus,  where  our  subject  was  born. 

Our  subject's  parents  came  to  Michigan  wheij 
their  son  was  but  three  yea.rs  of  sge,  and  they  lo- 
cated in  the  village  of  Mason,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  but  a  limited  chance  for  the  lad  to  obtain 
many  educational  advantages,  as  they  were  in 
such  financial  position  that  he  had  to  woik  on  the 
farm  at  tlie  time  when  he  should  have  tjeen  in 
school.  He  had  a  great  desire  to  become  a  sur- 
veyor and  although  be  never  had  any  opportunity 
of  studying  the  science  of  surveying  in  school,  yet 
he  gave  what  time  he  could  to  the  study,  while  en- 
gaged in  fai-ming  until  he  became  quite  an  expert 
at  the  business,  even  going  so  far  ax  to  construct 
K)me  of  his  leveling  instruments.  He  was  rec- 
ognized in  the  neighborhood  in  wliieh  tie  lived  as 
being  an  ingenious  young  man,  and  his  services 
wei-e  frequently  in  requipition  as  a  surveyor.  He 
still  possesses  an  instrument  for  leveling  that  lie 
him.''elf  made,  that  cannot  lie  surjiassed  by  any  in- 
strument made  at  the  present  time.  He  served 
faithfully  upon  his  father's  place  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  giving  his  time  to  the  very  day,  but 
immediately  after  began  to  do  for  himself. 

William  Henry  Rayner  began  to  work  by  the 
month  or  day,  or  any  other  way  in  wliieh  lie  could 
earn  money,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  made  a 
position  for  himself  and  was  recognized  through- 
out the  township  ai  a  progressive,  go-ahead  young 
man.  In  two  or  three  jcars  he  was  elected  Con- 
stable, in  which  capacity  he  served  for  eight  years 
and  he  has  served  as  County  Sui'veyor  some  twelvtT 
or  sixteen  years,  although  not  consecutively.  He 
has  also  frequently  perfoi-med  the  duties  of  City 
Engineer. 

Our  subject  began  to  feel  himself  in  a  position 
in  which  he  could  have  a  home  of  his  own, and  on 
September  fi.  1866,  he  made  Miss  Frances  Robbins 
the  presiding  genius  over  his  domestic  affairs,  as 
well  as  the  custodian  of  his  best  i^ections,  his 
companion  and  helpmate.  She  was  born  in  Alai- 
edon  Township,  Ingham  County,  March  15,  1846, 
and  is  a  daughter  ot  William  P.  and  Lydia  M. 
(Wells)  Bobbins.  ( )ur  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of  three  children:     Bobbins  B.   Rayner, 
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bom  December  4,  1873,  Rie  M.,  boiii  May  13, 
iSTft,  and  William  P.,  bom  .7aimaiy  16,  1881. 
Our  subject  i8  a  believer  in  the  Bible,  of  whicli  he 
has  always  been  an  ardent  student,  believing  it  to 
be  the  Book  of  books,  and  from  a  literary  stand- 
point, without  pai-allel.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, giving  his  vote  and  influence  to  that  party 
in  its  purity  of  principle.  Mr.  Rayner  owns  a 
good  home  in  Mason,  but  takes  great  delight  in 
his  farm  and  farm  life.  His  place  in  the  country 
bears  evidenc*  of  intelligent  and  skillful  manage- 
ment. He  has  on  his  place  a  little  log  cabin  to 
commemorate  log  cabin  campaign  times.  Mr.  Ray- 
ner has  on  his  place  a  fine  park  and  grounds,  which 
is  the  only  park  in  the  village. 


"^^E 
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^.  M.  SOrriNGHAM,  M.  D.  The  stand- 
i|  Jl]  ing  of  a  right-minded  and  skillful  phys- 
^J*^  ician  in  an  intelligent  community  is  one 
of  great  honor  and  i-epute,  but  it  is'  one 
which  must  be  attained  through  years  of  hai-d  labor 
and  conscientious  pui-suit  of  the  work  which  came 
to  hand.  No  one,  more  than  a  physician,  knows 
how  true  it  is  that  a  man  who  would  obtain  a  good 
standing  in  his  profession  niiiist  work  liard  and  de- 
vot«  himself  unflinchingly  to  duty  througii  all  tlie 
yeai-s  of  his  cai'eer.  Negligence  in  such  a  one  is 
criminal  and  is  justly  considered  unprofessional, 
while  the  devotion  of  his  best  knowledge  and  high- 
est powers  to  every  case  which  comes  to  his  handh 
is  only  his  duty.  Such  devotion  lias  bi'ought  Di". 
Nottingham  to  the  foi^emost  I'ank  among  the  Home- 
opathic physicians  of  Ingham  County,  and  has 
brought  to  him  tlie  largest  practice  of  any  piiys- 
ician  of  his  school,  and  Lansing  is  proud  to  claim 
him  as  one  of  her  prominent  citizens. 

Dr.  Nottingham,  who  is  the  ex-President  of  the 
Michigan  State  Medical  Society,  is  the  son  of 
.Iame»  Nottingham,  a  Vhginian,  and  the  grand- 
son of  an  Englishman  who  came  from  Nottingham- 
shire, England,  to  America,  where  he  located  ill 
Virginia  for  a  short  time  before  reuioving  to  Dela- 
ware County,  Ind.,  whej'e  he  died,  when  the  father 


of  our  subject  wa-s  but  a  little  b(.>  The  giand 
father  was  a  man  of  means  and  (onnected  with 
the  English  nobility,  yet  in  some  wa>  the  mothei 
was  left  in  destitute  circumstances  at  hi^  deatli 
and  was  obliged  to  stiuggle  haid  to  rcii  her  tam 
ily,  who  lived  according  to  the  pioneei  wn\s  of 
that  day  in  Indiana. 

When  the  father  of  our  subject  wa«  ten  \eai-s 
old  lie  was  bound  to  a  shoemakei  and  after  leain 
ing  that  trade  he  drifted  info  cabinet  making  and 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  under  the 
firm  name  of  Nottingham  A  KiVby,  which  firm  is 
still  carrying  on  business  at  Muncie,  Ind.  James 
Nottingham  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Muncie, 
and  he  helped  to  clear  the  ground  where  the  (Jourt 
House  now  stands.  He  was  successful  in  business, 
and  owned  some  fanning  land  there,  which  he 
finally  traded  for  a  farm  at  Jonesboro,  Grant 
County,  Ind.,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  in    1886,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

During  the  late  war,  when  "copperhead"  views 
were  rampant  in  Indiana,  .lames  Nottingham  wa^ 
called  upon  to  act  as  enrolling  otticer  in  (irant 
County.  As  there  was  then  a  very  strong  senti- 
ment against  the  draft  among  those  who  did  not 
sym|)athize  with  the  Union  cause,  there  wei«  ef- 
forts made  at  resistance  and  it  made  his  office  a 
very  dangerous  one.  'ITiey  threatened  to  hang 
"Old  -lim"  Nottingham  and  burn  his  property. 

This  gentleman  was  a  prominent  man  in  many 
ways,  Iwing  a  Trustee  of  the  township,  and  a  mem- 
lier  of  the  Independent  Older  of  Odd  I'cUows  foi 
fifty-foiu'  years,  and  wis  at  the  tinii  of  Ins  deatli 
one  of  the  oldttt  memliei-s  of  that  older  I'oi 
forty  yeai-s  he  wt-  a  mombei  of  tht  Methodist 
Episc<)p8l  Chuidi  and  did  good  BeivR*,  both  a-,  a 
Class-Leader  and  as  Suijt  i  intendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  He  was  a  man  of  mai-k  in  the  Agricultui-sl 
Society  and  as  a  sheep  owner,  as  he  raised  fine 
sheep  of  all  kinds.  His  good  wife,  who  twre  the 
name  in  maidenhood  of  Sarah  J.  Heal,  was  born 
near  Mansfield,  Ohio;  her  father  came  from 
Maine  and  became  an  early  settler  of  Ohio.  She 
ni)w  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  ^Vll  hut  one  of 
her  fourteen  children  are  now  living. 

Three  brothers  of  our  subject  were  in  the  Civil 
War,  namely;  J.  C,  who  served  for  four  years  ia 
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Eightb  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  then  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner,  but  after  being  four  days  in  tlie 
Lands  of  the  rebels  was  exchanged  Just  before 
reaching  Libby  Prison;  Owen  P.,  who  was  in  the 
Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry  for  about  three 
years,  and  John  M.,  who  was  one  of  the  "Ninety- 
day  boys"  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
Indiana  Infantry. 

D.    M.    Nottingham    was    one  of    tlie   younger 
members  of  his  father's  family  and  was  bom  in 
Jonesboro,  Grant  County,  Ind.,  January  5,  1855. 
He  was  reared  on  tlie  farm  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  when  twelve  years  old  was  sent 
to  Fairmount  Academy,  Ind.,  to    pi-epare  for  col- 
lege.    When  sixteen  he  entei-ed  tlie  Indiana  State 
Normal  School,  at  Terre  Haute,  where  he  studied  for 
three  years,  spending  liis  vacations  in  learning  the 
harness   trade    with  his    brother.       At    the    same 
age   he  began  teatihing,   and  after  two   years  in    : 
this    profession    in    Grant   County.  Ind.,  he  then,   ; 
in  1876,  engaged  in  the  harness  business  in   Fair-   ■ 
mount,  Ind. 

It  was  in  that   city    that   Mr.  Nottingham  met   ' 
and  married,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1876,  Miss  Eliza-   ; 
beth  C.  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Fairmount,  who  was   j 
a  gmduate  of  the  Wesleyan  College,  at  Wheaton,   ■ 
111.,  and  who  had  been  teaching  for  two  years  in 
Wabash  County,  Ind.     She    was   the  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Baldwin,  who    founded    that   town  and 
laid  it  out  and  named  it  after  Fairmount  Park,  at 
Philadelphia,  that  beautiful  tract  of   land  where 
our  Centennial  Exposition    was  held.     Jonathan 
Baldwin    was    ijom  in    Pennsylvania    and    was  a 
Quaker,  but  "married  out  of  meeting"  and  was  ex- 
pelled, as  the  church  i-equired  its  members  to  marry 
in  the  church. 

Although  young    Nottingham  continued    after 
marriage  for  about  a  year  in  the  liamess  business,   i 
he  could  not  quell    his  earnest   desire,  which    he   : 
had  cherished  from  early  boyhood,  to  study  anat-   j 
omy  and  chemistry  and  thus  fit  himself  for  a  med-    ' 
ical  career.    He  therefore  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  J.  C.  Nottingham,  now  of  Bay  City, 
and  in  1879  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
at  Chicago,  taking  his  diploma  in  1881.   He  first  lo- 
cated at  Bronson,  Mich.,  and  there  continued  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  until  1884,  when  lie  removed  , 


to  Lansing.  During  the  seven  years  of  liis  sojourn 
in  this  cit3'  he  has  built  up  a  splendid  practice, 
and  now  owns  a  fine  residence  at  the  comer  of 
Washington  Avenue  and  Lenawee  Streets,  which 
he  built  in  1889. 

The  two  eliildi-en  of  Dr.  and  Mi-s.  Nottingham 
Bret  J.  and  Emma  L.  While  living  in  Bronson 
the  Doctor  was  President  of  the  School  Board  and 
resigned  that  position  upon  his  removal  to  Lan- 
sing. He  has  been  Supervisor  for  one  year  and 
for  two  years  was  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  Ward. 
He  is  pi-ominently  identified  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arcli  Masons,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
is  examining  physician  for  different  insurance 
companies.  He  is  the  Ex-President  of  the  State 
Medical  Society  and  active  in  the  Republican  ranks. 
The  Congi-egational  Church  is  the  religious  body 
with  which  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nottingham  find  them- 
selves in  sympathy,  and  their  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  Lansing  is  exceptionally  good. 


OSEPII  W.  IlAItKEK.  Everyone  has  a 
good  word  to  speak  for  the  veteran  groceiy- 
man  of  Ijinsing,  Ingham  County.  He  is 
ily  up  to  standard  in  his  weights  and 
measures  but  also  in  good  fellowship,  being  genial, 
intelligent  and  well  informed.  He  is  the  oldest 
grocery  dealer  here  and  his  faith  in  the  capital 
city  and  its  desirability  as  a  business  location  has 
been  i-ewarded,  foi'  he  is  now  tlie  possessor  of  n 
very  comfortable  fortune  which  he  has  amassed  in 
his  legitimate  business.  He  deals  exclusively  in 
the  articles  that  arfl  used  m  the  household,  table 
staples  and  luxuries. 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in  1844  and  lo- 
cated in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  County.  Four 
years  later,  in  June,  1848,  he  came  to  Lansing  and 
has  since  made  this  his  home,  catering  to  the  appe- 
tites of  epicures  in  all  sorts  of  tempting  delicacies. 
He  was  born  in  Byron,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
.November  7,   1829.     He  is  a  son   of  Augustus 
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Barker  who  was  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N  \ 
Our  subject's  paternal  graudfather  was  Io«eph 
Barker,  born  in  Oneida  County  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  farmer.  He,  however,  located  m  dent  see 
t^ounty  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Byron  Town 
ship.  The  father  of  our  subject  served  in  the  A\  ai 
of  1812,  in  which  he  was  a  musician  in  the  Conti 
nental  Army.  He  was  at  Buffalo  when  it  was 
burned.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  Count>  in 
1845.  He  bought  an  improved  farm  thtie  but 
two  years  later  while  on  a  visit  to  New  \oik  foi 
his  health  he  died  in  his  native  county.  He  was  a 
strong  anti-slavery  man  and  also  an  ardent  temp 
eranee  advocate.  Tliroiighoiit  the  greatt'i  [t<ntion 
of  his  life  he  wa;^  «  member  of  the  Free-U  ill  II  ip 
tist  Church. 

Mr.  Barker'*  mother  wa,-;  previous  to  Im  uni 
riage  a  Miss  I'olly  I'^istman.  She.  like  hii  Im 
hand,  was  a  native  of  Ceiiesee  County,  N  \  and 
:i  (laughter  of  Ilirnni  I^a^^tiiian,  a  fannei  at  that 
place.  He  died  near  Ijondon,  Canada.  Uiii  suli 
ject's  mother  brought  into  the  world  (ivethtldien, 
of  whom  he  of  whom  we  write  was  the  youngest  in 
order  of  birth.  He  was  reared  in  New  York  State 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age  and  in  the  fall  of 
1845  they  came  West,  bringing  their  household 
goods  by  team  and  wagon.  He  had  shipped  to 
Grand  Rapids  and  intended  to  locate  there,  hiil 
stopped  at  the  home  of  an  aunt,  who  induced  them 
to  stay  in  Eaton.  The  journey  hither  occupied 
thi-ee  weeks  and  when  they  reached  its  end  the 
country  was  indeed  wild  enough.  There  were 
unbroken  forests  that  seemed  almost  impenetrable, 
with  their  closely-growing  trunlisof  huge  trcesand 
thick  tangled  underbrush  through  which  only  the 
wild  animals  of  the  forests  could  force  a  jMissage. 
There  were  plenty  of  wolvc^"  and  jilenty  of  Indians 
and  our  subject  became  familiar  with  several  of 
the  noted  chiefs.  He  attended  school  at  the  log 
schoolhouse  in  the  district  The  seats  that  they 
occupied  were  only  slabs  with  pegs  in  the  ends  for 
legs.  The  books  and  other  school  appliances  were 
varied  and  crude. 

lu  1848  the  origiual  of  our  sketch  came  to  Lan- 
sing and  began  to  work  at  the  mason's  trade  under 
John  N,  Bush.    He  remained  with  him  for  three 


yeara  and  then  continued  the  same  woik  with  Mr 
Akott  IS  1  pai-tnei  then  nentlmck  to  Mr  Bush, 
aftei  which  he  was  engaged  in  work  alone  and  then 
the  firm  became  that  of  Bush  A.  \lcutt  He  woik 
ed  on  the  old  ofllcts  of  the  capitol  and  if  theie  i« 
a  good  foundation  to  the  kifislative  halls  that  will 
preserve  the  old  building  fiom  rocking  in  times  of 
tiouble  it  will  no  doubt  be  due  to  tht  caieful  and 
constientious  woikminsliip  of  our  subject  In 
1H7I  Ml  Baikei  left  the  mason  *  businesft  and 
entered  the  fuinitnre  busmess  m  North  Lansing 
which  was  inn  under  the  ftim  name  of  Barker  & 
Wilbui  In  187J  he  sold  out  his  interest  and 
foimed  a  paittiei-ship  with  Daniel  Paikei  in  the 
gi(nti\  bnsiiHs.s  lhe\  staited  then  business  m 
lli»  optiH  lioHs*  bhKk  and  the  him  contmutd 
totrUhti  nndii  tlie  ninie  of  liaikei  Ai  Paiker  until 
till  fouiiti  was sii]<i(tii  nith Hiitti  spftial\sis  Siv 
111.  iitjis  lit,)  111  «is.,  niiKli  litttii  that  tht  him 
bought  out  llii  lUinii  it  lulin  giocLif  adjoining 
the  post  oftit*.  IluK  the\  continued  fui  out 
\eai  m  tin  iiicintinK  nwting  a  hue  doubU  buck 
stdit  of  thtii  own  I  his  <iui  subjett  i-  no«  tin 
ownet  of  ind  thL\  tontinued  in  tht  giocen  busi 
ness  here  until  Mr  P«ker  died  Febiuar^  lb,  188a 
He  had  pui-chased  the  stock  one  month  prei  lous  to 
his  decease.  This  grocery  house  is  the  one  that 
has  been  longest  established  in  the  city.     ■ 

Mr.  Itarker  owns  a  Kiie  it^idence  on  Capitol 
.\vetiue  and  Saginaw  Street;  he  is  also  the  owner 
of  other  projjerty  that  is  very  valuable.  His  mar- 
riage took  place  in  this  city  in  1854,  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Elsie  Maiden,  a  native  of  Utica,  N.  Y., 
who  came  to  Wayne  County,  Mich.,  with  her 
parents  when  three  years  of  age,  thence  all  came  to 
the  city  fif  I,ansing  in  1847.  This  mairiage  has 
Iieen  blest  by  the  advent  of  three  childi*eii  who  are 
Arthur  A.,  Ina  1^  and  William  H.  The  eldest  was 
bom  in  Youngstown,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.;  Ina  L. 
is  now  Mrs.  Dr.  Camei-on,  of  Lansing;  William  H. 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army  April  30, 1889,  when 
twenty-five  years  old.  He  belongs  to  Company 
E.,  of  the  Fifth  I'nited  .State"  Artillery,  and  is 
stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River. 
The  e!de.st  sou  also  served  five  years  in  the  regular 
army. 

Our  subject  has  been  an  Alderman   from   the 
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Fourth  W'ai  1  f  i  tn  \eais  and  Supeivisoi  oik 
year.  Fui'  two  \eiis  he  was  a  membw  of  the 
School  Boaid  and  while  thus  m  office  did  efficient 
woi'k.  Socially  he  belongs  to  C  apitol  Lodge 
No.  66  F.  i  A  M  and  was  Master  of  his 
lodge  during  the  war  He  belongs  to  the  Ko>al 
Arcaniim  and  m  his  church  lelations  is  a  member 
of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  denomination  and  has 
held  various  jKifitions  in  thiri  body  Ik  was  on 
the  building  Lominittce  af  Chnirman  and  is  ani 
hflfl  for  years  been  a  Deacon  in  tlieLliui  li  He  hi 
foi'  many  yeai's  been  Su peri iili'n dent  of  the  Sini- 
dfty-schot>]  and  is  a  .strong  Froliibitionist. 


il/ _,  KNHY  II.  DAIHiV.  M.  1).  Of  llio  y.iiiii.irfi' 
|r  jD  foll()wers  of  lwi.'iiia|)i lis  iiracticinK  iii  llic 
li^^  city  of  I^iifinj;,  Ingham  County,  none  are 
l^J)  moi'c  progressive  in  their  )irofeasional  ideas 
and  tendencies  than  our  subject  The  tendency 
of  the  time  in  professional  circles  is  a  dissatisfaction 
with  one's  acquirements  »ud  a  feverish  anxiety 
to  i-end  the  veil  of  future  discoveries  and  niven- 
tions,  taking  to  one's  self  all  the  advantages  that 
may  be  utilized.  On  the  whole  the  writer  believes 
this  to  be  a  wholesome  condition  of  affairs.  Dr. 
Darby  is  no  exception  to  the  rule,  being  ambitious 
to  stand  at  the  head  of  his  profession.  He  unites 
to  his  medical  practice  a  knowledge  of  surgery. 
He  is  located  at  North  lousing  and  tliej'C  has  a 
very    remunerative  practice. 

The  I'l-airie  Htate  was  the  scene  of  the  nativity 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he  having  been  born 
in  the  village  of  Paris,  Hunter  Township,  Edgar 
County,  the  year  pi-evious  to  the  firing  of  tlie  first 
gun  at  Sumter.  His  natal  day  occurred  April  8, 
1860,  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Darby, 
■who  was  bom  in  Hampshire  County,  W".  Va.,  where 
our  subject's  grandfather  was  a  farmer.  The  old 
gentleman  removed  at  an  early  day  to  Nebraska 
and  there  died.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority 
our  subject's  father  came  to  Illinois.  He  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon  and  located  in  Hunter 
Township.  Edgar  County,  where  he  is  still  one  of 


llie  most  pitminent  and  skilled  practitioners  of 
the  locality  He  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  chui-ch, 
belonging  ti  the  Methodist  Episcopal  persuasion. 
His  wife  wa.s  piioi  to  their  marriage,  Miss  Susan 
Ktins  like  himself  a  native  of  West  Virginia.  She 
paved  away  from  this  life  in  Hunter  Township 
and  was  theie  laid  away  with  the  greatest  tender- 
ness and  respect  foi  she  was  much  beloved  by 
fiieuds  and  neighl  ors  being  an  estimable  woman 
of  sinking  ((ualities  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
children  Onh  foui  of  these,  however,  are  now 
living,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 

Dr.  Darby  was  reared  in  his  native  place  and  from 
1><77  1"  IH7!I  ln'  was  an  nttendantat  Prof.  Hurty's 
Aiwh-my.  fornLcrly  known  us  Kdgar  Collegiate  iu- 
stituti'Mt  I'nris  ^niil  llieii  went  to  \-alparaiso.  Iiid.. 
wluM'i-  he  WHS  n  stiideiil  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
began  the  ^tiidy  of  incdii-iiie.  reading  under  h'lf 
fatlu-r's  direetit.u  until  IHMl.  Karly  iiiHiienees 
and  .surroundings  liad  their  effect  upon  our  subject, 
for  he  was  in  a  manner  prepared  for  liLs  work 
before  he  began  it,  and  when  he  entered  college 
was  enabled  to  accomplish  three  yeai's'  work  in  two 
yeai-s.  In  1881  he  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1883  and  thus  was  entitled  to  add  the 
initials  M.  D.  to  his  name.  After  gi'aduating  he 
at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  paili- 
nersliip  with  his  father  in  Hunter  Township  and 
continued  to  be  thus  associated  and  engaged  until 
1886. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  our  subject  came 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Morriee.  Shiawassee 
County.  There  he  built  up  a  good  practice  and 
stood  high  in  tlie  estimation  of  the  people  of  the 
community,  remaining  with  them  until  1890.  De- 
siring a  bi-oader  field,  not  only  for  practice,  but 
for  self  progress,  he  at  that  time  removed  to  North 
Lansing  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  his  profes- 
sion at  his  present  locality.  He  is  a  prominent 
young  physician  and  already  has  a  good  patronage. 
In  college  he  was  an  indefatigable  student  and 
every  spare  moment  outside  of  his  regular  course 
was  given  to  special  studies.  He  has  made  the  dis- 
eases of  women  and  children  a  specialty  and  is 
particularly  successful  in  that  branch  of  treatment. 
In  surgery  he  is  conversant  with  the  latest   and 
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most  approved  methods,  having  a  perfect  equij}- 
ment  in  the  way  of  instruments  for  any  operation. 
Our  subject's  marriage  'ook  place  in  this  city 
December  15,  1886,  at  whicii  time  he  was  united 
to  Mies  Margaret  Cameron,  a  daughter  of  Capl.  A. 
(■ameron,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  She  was  born 
in  Lansing,  and  was  here  educated.  One  child 
has  been  born  of  this  union,  a  daughter,  whose 
name  is  S.  Beatrice.  The  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  Libera!  in  religious 
matters  himself,  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Pres-  ■ 
byterian  Church.  ! 


-+*«W+- 


JOSEPH  W.  COLLINS  is  a  general  farmer  own- 
ing and  occupying  a  fine  estate  of  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety  acres  of  land  located  on  sec- 
tion 35,  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County. 
Mr.  Collins  was  horn  in  the  township  of  Rose.Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  September  16,  1818.  His  father, 
Moses  F,  Collins,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
the  same  county  and  a  fai'mer  by  occupation.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  o(  our  subject  was  Mary 
Wade;  she  also  was  a  native  of  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Collins  made  his  home  with  his  parents  at 
Rose  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  helping 
with  tlie  farm  work  and  during  the  winters  attend- 
ing the  district  school. 

When  in  his  eighteenth  year  our  subject's  family 
moved  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw 
County  at  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  Ann  Ar- 
bor. Mr.  Collins  entered  theacademy  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  took  the  preparatory  course  for  the  Uni- 
versity, which  he  entered  with  the  second  class  that 
was  formed  after  the  organization  of  the  University, 
Aft«r  taking  a  limited  course  of  study  our  subject 
began  teaching.  His  work  in  this  respect  was 
marked  with  success.  He  continued  teaching  for 
several  terms  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Collins  was  early  converted  to  Christianity 
and  was  a  diligent  student  of  the  Scriptures.  -So 
devoted  had  he  been  to  the  study  of  the  Word  of 
God  that  he  was  licensed  to  preach  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,    and  became  a   Wesleyan    Methodist 


minieier.  He  followed  the  calling  of  a  preacher 
foj'  eight  years  consecutively,  but  he  hao  been  en- 
gaged in  the  work  more  or  less  regularly  for  a 
period  of  twenty  yeara. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  very  happily  mar- 
ried when  in  liis  twenty-seven tji  .year  to  Miss  Lucy 
j\.un  liaymond,  who  at  that  time  was  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in  1835. 
Of  this  union  two  children  were  born— Florence 
who  died  when  she  was  three  years  of  age,  and 
Evangeline,  born  in  the  year  of  1850,  married  Albert 
Felton.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — Ray 
who  is  seventeen  years  of  age;  Alfred,  thirteen; 
Floyd,  ten;  and  Winnie  three  years  old  (1891). 
Mr.  Felton 's  family  are  residents  of  Aiaiedon  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County. 

Mr.  Collins  moved  to  Lansing  in  1850  and  owned 
a  farm  of  sixty  acres  within  what  is  now  the  city 
limits.  The  farm  was  situated  where  the  school  for 
the  blind  now  stands,  our  subject  having  donated 
the  land  now  occupied  by  the  school  for  that  pur- 
pose. His  first  wife  died  October  19,  1855  and  he 
was  again  married  to  Laura  Glines,  February  7, 
1857.  They  moved  on  a  farm  near  Aiaiedon  whei'c 
tliey  remained  for  five  yeai-s.  He  then  pui-chased 
the  farm  whereon  he  now  resides.  Ten  children 
have  been  the  result  of  this  marriage;  four  died  in 
infancy.  Florence  Collins,  bom  in  1861,  is  the 
wife  of  A,  Black  of  Delhi;  they  have  one  daughter, 
a  child  two  years  old.  Arthur,  who  was  born  in 
1863  isaschool  teacher  and  telegraph  operator,  now 
living  at  I'lymouth  where  he  is  in  charge  of  the 
telegraph  station  at  that  place.  He  married  Mary 
Foote  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — Clifford 
and  Zoah— ^four  and  two  years  old  respectively. 
Ernest  J.  born  in  1868  married  Miss  Edna  Darrah 
and  lives  in  Lansing  Township;  their  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  advent  of  one  child  still  a  babe.  Judson 
D.,  who  was  born  in  1871;  Franklin  N.,  in  1876; 
and  Alice,  who  was  born  in  1878,  are  still  at  home. 

In  politics  Ml'.  Collins  is  a  Republican.  During 
the  war  he  was  a  strong  Abolitionist.  As  a  mini- 
ster of  the  Gospel  he  was  blest  with  a  great  degree 
of  success  in  bringing  souls  to  their  Master  and  was 
never  happier  than  while  engaged  in  ministerial 
work.  An  intelligent  and  well-informed  man 
reading  all  that  comes  within  reach  that  bears  upon 
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the  questions  of  the  day.  he  is  iiitei'estert  iu  thp 
pi'ogress  oud  advaiiecnient  uf  the  limes.  He  is 
well  and  favorably  known  tliioiighoiit  luifhaiii 
('oiiut\-  as  l>eiiig  a  man  of  unimiwac liable  integiiiy 
and  hoiHir. 


-^^^SS-^-i^li^^^^' 


J /AMES  WATEHMAN  HOPKINS.     The  geji- 
tleman  of  whom  we  shall  attempt  to  give  a 
I    biographical  sketch  in  outline,  was  born  in 
Argyle,   Washington    County,  N,    Y.,  May 

14,1840.  lie  has  naturally  an  executive  ability 
that  lias  pushed  him  to  the  front  so  that  he  is  well 
known  wherever  he  happens  to  be.  In  the  words 
of  a  breezy  account  given  of  the  gentleman  in  one 
of  the  Lansing  papers,  not  to  know  "Jim"  is  up- 
popular.  He  is  the  Grand  Keeper  of  Records  and 
Seals  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Micliigan. 

The  fathei-  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  Ur.  Freeman 
Hopkins,  vho  was  born  in  Argyle,  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.  His  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Hopkins,  who  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  was  a 
blacksmith  by  trade.  At  an  early  day  he  removed 
to  Wasliington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  located 
on  a  fai-m  of  five  bundled  and  sLxty-flve  acres  that 
is  still  in  possession  of  the  Hopkins  family.  Ijater 
he  removed  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  a  pioneer  in  tlie  township  of  Sodus.  He  es- 
tablished the  fashion  there  tor  gentlemen  of  wear- 
ing a  shawl,  by  wearing  a  checked  blanket  ovei 
his  sliouldere  on  one  of  his  trips  from  Wa>ne  to 
Washington  County.  Interestingly  original,  he 
was  amiable  and  companionable  and  liked  b\  all 
the  early  settlei-s  in  the  portion  of  the  county  wheie 
he  lived.  He  graduated  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y,in 
1831,  and  later  took  his  degi-ee  as  physician  from 
a  New  York  Medical  College.  Moon  after  he  came 
to  Michigan  where  he  remained  a  short  time  at 
Albion  and  Kalamazoo,  but  he  i-eturned  to  Wa'*h- 
ington  County,  N.  Y,,  and  later  to  Wayne  County 
AH  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  Ins 
profession. 

In  1845  our  subject's  fathercame  again  to  MicJi- 
igan  and  after  a  short  stay  at  Albion  lie  located  at 


Kalamazoo  and  there  practiced  medicine  until  the 
fall  of  the  year  of  1866.  At  this  time  he  i-e- 
moved  t<i  Otsego,  and  there  his  death  occurred 
July  31,  1H7.H.  He  was  deeply  mourned  by  many 
friends  and  aequaiiitances.  Thi-oughout  life  he 
was  a  strowg  adherent  of  the  Itcpublican  |)arty. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  Adeline  M.  Potter  in  her 
maiden  days.  She  is  a  native  of  Aigyle,  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  being  there  iMjrn  November 
2tl,  ISOa.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Abel  and  Mary 
(Waterman)  Potter,  natives  of  Khode  Island.  Later 
her  father  became  a  farmer  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.  Mi-s.  Hopkin's  paternal  grandfather  was 
Sand  Potter,  who  was  a  native  of  Danbury,  Conn. 
Her  great-grandfather  was  Thomas  Potter,  also 
bom  at  Danbury,  Conn., and  her  gi-eat-great-grand- 
fsther  was  Daniel  Potter,  boi'u  at  New  Haven,  C'onn. 
He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Nathaniel  Potter,  who  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  Nathaniel's  father 
was  William  I'otter,  who  came  from  England  to 
this  country  about  the  year  1735  in  company  with 
his  brother  John.  Together  they  sailed  from  Lon- 
don on  tiie  sailing  vessel  "Abigail."  On  landing 
in  this  country  tliey  settled  at  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  there  were  the  first  settlere  in  America  of  this 
bi-anch  of  the  Pottef  family.  Our  subject's  mother 
still  .resides  in  Ai^yle,  N,  Y^,  She  is  a  woman  of 
striking  personality  and  is  foremost  in  every  good 
and  |)rogressive  work  that  is  undertaken  at  her 
home.     She  is  a  Baptist  in  her  church  preference. 

When  Mr.  Hopkins  was  only  five  years  of  age 
he  removed  with  his  parents  from  the  county 
of  hif  birth  ovei  to  Wayne  County,  same  State, 
md  theie  he  lemamed  until  lie  was  thirteen 
jeai-i  of  age,  at  which  time  he  with  the  whole  fam- 
ily tame  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  that  city  he  has 
called  hI^  home  until  moving  to  Lansing.  The 
ludiments  of  hi**  education  were  acquired  in  the 
distiict  school  (it  his  native  place,  after  which  he 
giaduated  at  the  KaHimazoo  College.  He  then 
went  to  Union  College  of  Schenectady,  N,  Y,,  and 
graduated  in  the  Class  of  '61,  taking  the  degree  of 
A  B  in  the  clasiical  course.  He  took  his  degree 
of  A.  M.  at  the  same  college  in  1864. 

With  his  sheepskin  under  his  ai-m  our  subject 
came  from  college  to  Judge  Giddings'  law  office  in 
Kalamazoo  and  tried  to  master  the  abstruseness  of 
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Blackstone.  Deciding  that  his  affection  for  legal 
lore  was  not  so  great  that  he  could  spend  his  life 
over  musty  law  books,  he  drifted  into  journalism 
and  took  a  reportoria!  position  on  the  Kalamazoo 
Daily  Tel^i-aph  where  he  remained  three  years. 
During  that  time  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  town- 
ship which  at  that  time  included  the  city.  He 
held  that  ofHce  until  1866  and  so  well  did  he  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  office  that  his  constituents 
decided  that  he  was  fitted  for  a  moie  exalted  po 
sitioD,  and  m  iceoidanee  with  this  decision  the\ 
made  him  Clerk  of  the  county  which  office  he  held 
until  1873  and  in  Apnl  of  that  veai  he  was  elected 
-lustic-e  of  th(  I'laie  lhl^<lhet  lie  held  foi  foui 
veal's.  In  18/7  he  w*s  appointed  Milage  Cleik 
iuid  Watt^i  <  ommiRMi  nei  of  Kalamazoo  and  <od 
tinuedin  this  ofhce  until  1883  at  which  time  inan^ 
of  his  friends  coneluded  that  such  ability  as  his 
would  develop  lietter  in  the  service  of  the  State 
at  lai'ge  and  so  secured  hie  appointment  in  llie 
Secretary  of  State's  office  at  Lansing,  and  this  pos- 
ition he  continued  to  fill  until  December  3,  1890, 
when  the  change  in  local  government  occui'red 
and  he  was  put  upon  the  retired  list. 

March  21,  187*1,  Mr.  James  W.  Hopkins  was 
married  to  Miss  Cora  L.  Eaton,  daughter  of  the 
late  Col.  Willai-d  G.  Eaton,  late  of  the  Thirieenth 
Michigan  Infantry,  Mrs.  Hopkins  is  a  native  of 
Oteego,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  and  was  educated 
at  Kalamazoo  College,  that  Stat«.  Col.  Eaton, 
was  killed  dining  the  late  war  at  the  battle  of 
Bentonville,  S.  C,  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
the  proud  parents  of  two  interesting  children  who 
are  just  now  verging  upon  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. The  daughter,  Bessie  Lee  Hopkins,  is  a 
graduate  at  the  Michigan  Female  Seminary  at  Kal- 
amazoo. She  is  a  very  lovely  and  atti'aetive  young 
woman  and  has  inherited  from  both  parents  the 
best  intellectual  qualities  as  well  as  a  pleasing  and 
agreeable  temperament.  Wiilard  F.,  the  son,  is  a 
student  at  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing, 
and  his  friends  will  he  gi'eatly  disappointed  if  he 
does  not  fulfill  their  high  expectations  for  him  for 
a  brilliant  future. 

Our  subject's  present  official  position  occupies 
all  his  time.  He  ti'avels  a  great  deal  in  the  interest 
of  the  society.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Capital  Lodge, 


S.  ().,  No.  66,  of  Lansing  and  is  Past  Master;  he 
also  belongs  to  the  Kalamazoo  Chapter  No.  13,  R. 
A.  M.  and  Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  28,  at 
Kalamazoo.  He  became  a  Mason  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Degree  October  30,  1866,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Northern  jurisdiction  in  the  valley  of  Grand 
Rapids.  For  raanyyearshe  has  been  on  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  returns  of  Subordinate  Chapter 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
Ameiica  at  Lansing.-  Mr,  Hopkins  has  attended 
the  supieme  Lodge  sessions  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  also  at  Milwaukee,  and  has  thereby  gained  an 
extensile  acquaintance  throughout  the  Supreme 
juiibdictiou  \t  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  at  Michigan,  held  at  Grand  Rapids,  our  sub- 
ject s  duties  were  extended  and  he  was  made  an 
Inspectoi  of  Lodges,  or  rather  a  Grand  Lecturer 
and  his  friends  anticipate  that  under  this  new  or- 
der of  affairs  the  lodges  of  Michigan  will  be  greatly 
stimulated  and  spring  forward  into  new  activity. 
Aside  from  being  an  active  Pythian  Mr.  Hopkins 
ranks  high  in  the  Masonic  order.  In  his  political 
preference  he  is  strongly  Republican,  indeed,  so 
radical  is  he  that  his  party  consider  him  one  of  the 
safest  delegates  that  they  can  send  to  county  and 
State  conventions.  Our  subject  has  sustained  a 
severe  blow  in  his  domestic  relations  by  the  loss  of 
his  wife  who  died  August  6,  1880.  She  was  a 
most  estimable  woman  and  a  perfect  lady. 


-O 


RS.  CARRIE  LANGENBACHER.  The 
lady  of  whom  we  write  is  intelligently  and 
li  successfully  supervising  the  estate  which 
was  left  to  her  by  her  husband,  and  is 
accumulating  year  by  year  more  property  and  mak- 
ing herself  more  fully  felt  as  a  pi-ospei-ous  property 
lioldcr. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  the  Pearl  Mills  at 
North  I^nsing  which  she  rents  to  the  North  Ten- 
sing Milling  Company.  She  is  also  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  People's  Savings  Bank  and  also  a 
stockholder  of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Lansing. 
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She  was  bom  at  Ann  Arbor  May  21,  1861,  her 
honored  parents  being  Christian  and  Barbara 
(Gftilss)  Breisch,  of  whom  our  readers  may  loarn 
more  in  the  sketch  of  Christian  Breiech,  which  is 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 

The  early  childhood  of  Carrie  Ereiseh  wa&  spent 
in  Ann  Arbor  and  when  she  was  four  years  old 
she  removed  to  this  city  and  here  received  her  edu- 
cation. 8he  was  man-ied  to  Mr.  Andrew  Langen- 
bacher,  who  was  bom  in  Liverpool,  Ohio,  the  date 
of  their  wedding  being  January  20,  188i.  The 
father  of  Mr,  Langenbacher  also  bore  the  name 
of  Andrew  and  he  had  his  nativity  aci-oss  the  sea 
in  the  German's  Fatherland.  He  came  to  America 
many  years  ago  and  locating  at  Liverpool,  Ohio, 
began  a  mei-eaiitile  life  there.  It  was  about  the 
year  1876  when  he  removed  West,  and  locating  in 
North  Lansing,  engaged  in  general  merchandising. 
In  this  line  of  business  he  continued  until  he  bought 
the  old  mills  at  North  Lansing  from  Mr.  Rauser, 
and  removing  them  to  a  different  site  rebuilt  them 
and  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  putting  in 
tlie  new  process  roller  machinery.  He  lost  his 
wife  and  was  married  a  second  time  to  Miss  Anna 
Louisa  Graf  and  his  third  marriage  united  him 
with  Mrs.  Breiseh,  who  since  his  deatj)  in  .lanuary, 
1885,  has  resided  with  Mrs.  langenbacher. 

Tlie  husband  of  our  subject  was  born  July  7, 
1860,  and  had  his  early  education  and  training  in 
Liverpool,  Ohio.  After  coming  to  Michigan  he 
had  the  advantages  for  two  years  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College,  after  which  he  attended  Bartlett's 
Business  College  and  then  took  chai^  of  the  Pearl 
Mills  at  North  Lansing.  He  worked  his  way  up 
and  in  1884  had  become  the  proprietor  of  the  mill 
.and  engaged  in  the  business  independently.  Up 
t(i  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Septem- 
ber 5,  1886.  he  was  considered  the  principal  miller 
in  Lansing.  For  a  man  of  his  time  of  life  he  was 
very  prominent  and  remarkably  popular  and  had 
already  achieved  financial  success  in  his  business. 
He  belonged  to  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  in. his 
political  views  and  vote  was  in  alliance  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

The  widow  of  this  pi-ospcrous  gentleman  took 
charge  herself  of  his  business  at  the  time  of  his 
demise  and  operated  the  mills  for  the   fiist  year, 


since  which  alie  has  put  in  the  hands  of  others. 
She  first  rented  it  to  her  brother,  Christian  Breisch, 
and  since  then  to  the  North  Lansing  Milling  Com- 
pany. In  1888  she  erected  the  pleasant  home  in 
which  she  resides  on  Capital  Avenue,  and  there 
she  and  the  two  children,  Andrew  and  Edith,  form 
a  haiTnoniouB  and  beautiful  liousehold.  She  is  a 
lady  of  unusual  refinement  in  taste  and  feeling 
and  is  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and 
occupies  a  position  of  influence  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  Lansing. 


J [|  AMES  WKSLKY  HINCIIEY.  On  the  op- 
I  positepage  is  presented  a  portrait  of  this 
I  gentleman,  who  passed  from  eai-th  on  Sep- 
V  tember  9,1891.  After  a  broad  experience  in 
the  line  which  has  been  made  illustrious  by  Phineas 
T.  Barnum,  he  decided  some  yeai«  ago  to  settle  in 
Lansing  and  devote  himself  to  more  quiet  avoca- 
tions. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  engaged  in 
the  business  of  real  estate,  lioth  in  the  city  and  in 
lands  outside,  and  was  proprietor  of  the  Franklin 
House  of  North  lousing.  He  also  owned  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  three  acres  in  Woodhull  Town- 
ship, Shiawassee  County,  and  one  liundred  and 
fourteen  acres  in  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County,  as  well  as  property  in  Pincknej-  and 
Brighton.  He  filled  the  office  of  Alderman  of  the 
Firat  Ward  and  was  a  man  of  abundant  means, 
having  proijerlies  to  tlie  amount  of  some  tS(],()(H) 
or  $100,000. 

Mr.  Hinciiey  was  bom  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1824,  upon  the  day  of  Perry's  victory. 
His  father,  Samuel  Hinchey,  was  born  at  Ft.  Ed- 
wai'd  on  I^ke  Champlain,  in  Washington  County, 
and  the  grandfather  took  part  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  father  purchased  a  farm  in  Monroe 
County  in  the  early  days  from  Esq.  Hawley,  who 
laid  out  the  Erie  Canal.  He  became  a  successful 
farmer  and  a  man  of  influence  and  died  in  Buffalo 
after  reaching  the  age  of  four-score  years. 

Lucy  King  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject.     She  was    the  daughter  of  William 
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Kiuff  and  was  iKini  in  l'enns_>-lvaiiia  on  tlie  Sus- 
queliiuinii  ijiver.  Iler  father  wan  au  Kngliislininn 
by  biilli,  and  after  farming  in  Peutisylvaiiia  he 
liecame  an  early  settler  in  Monroe  County,  X.  Y,, 
wliei-e  lie  had  a  large  farm  adjoining  Roeliester.  He 
nl.so  liad  lieen  atiuldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  daughter,  Mif.  Uinchoy,  died  in  Michigan, 
whei-e  she  was  then  living  with  her  son  in  Living- 
ston County.  Of  her  five  eliildren  he  is  the  young- 
fst,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  went  toschool 
in  a  log  schoolhciuse. 

In  1837,  when  Mr.  Hinehey  eanie  to  Michigan, 
the  family  accompanied  him,  traveling  )iy  the 
packet  "Red  Bird"  to  Detroit,  then  to  Ypsilanti 
by  rait,  whence  tliey  teamed  it  to  fScio,  Washtenaw 
(.'uunty.  In  1839,  the  mother  bought  a  farm  in 
Fickney  Towii»hit>,  Livingston  County,  and  he 
helijcd  to  improve  and  cultivate  it  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  .^'ears.  He  then  i^emoved  to 
Dexter  Township,  where  he  opened  a  general  stoi« 
at  Hudson;  he  also  operated  a  cooper  shop,  employ- 
ing eight  hands  and  supplying  with  Imrrels  the 
Hudson  Mills.  After  selling  this  property  lie 
started  in  the  show  business,  which  he  followed 
nntil  187.^.  The  exhibition  was  classed  under 
iieci'oiiiancy  and  ventriloquism  and  he  exhibited 
in  both  lialls  and  tentt'.  He  followed  this  business 
in  various  lines  for  a  number  of  years,  during 
which  time  he  made  a  fortune,  much  of  which  he 
has  given  away.  He  was  always  generous  in  giv- 
ing Ivenefits  to  worthy  objects  and  when  the  citi- 
zens of  Pinekney  wislied  to  erect  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, he  gave  the  land  and  nearly  one-half  of  tlie 
snbscription. 

Thi-oughout  the  years  when  lie  was  in  the  show 
business,  Mr.  Hinehey  made  his  headquartei'S  and 
liome  in  Pinekney;  there  he  laid  out  some  sixty 
aei-es  of  land  which  he  disposed  of  by  sale  and 
gift.  This  land  is  known  as  .1.  W.  Hinchey's  First 
and  Keeond  Additions  to  Pinekney.  He  built  up 
that  town  to  a  considerable  extent  and  donated  to 
the  village  what  is  known  as  Austin  Park.  In  tliat 
town  he  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  yeai-s 
and  built  tlie  (Jlobe  Hotel  at  an  expense  of  *12,- 
OIM!  during  the  days  Of  the  war.  He  tmvcled  all 
over  the  United  .States  and  Canada  and  had  a  very 
n'ide  acquainlance  with  all  part.'i  of  our  country. 


Besides  projierty  in  I'inckney,  Mr.  llini'liey 
owiie<l  five  hundred  acres  adjoining,  whii-li  lie  car- 
ried on  fis  a  farm.  In  1860  he  hegaii  buying  prop- 
erty in  Lansing,  where,  in  1875  he  located  and 
established  a  nial-estate  office,  making  his  home  at 
the  Franklin  House,  of  which  he  was  the  manager. 
He  built  three  stores  on  Washington  Avenue,  and 
a  flue  store  in  North  l^nsiiig.  Besides  the  Frank- 
lin House  he  owned  other  |)roiJeity  and  a  iiumt«r 
of  lot*' in  the  city.  He  was  a  flue  driver  and  a 
lover  of  horses,  and  when  lie  was  in  the  biisiness 
of  ventriloquism  he  was  said  to  excel  any  other 
man  in  that  curious  art.  lie  liad  tenants  upon  all 
of  his  farms,  which  are  ttnely  improved. 

Miss  Cordelia  .1.  Austin,  who  was  born  in  Mun- 
d!i_\',  >•'.  Y.,  tiecame  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hinehey  in  Y\}- 
silsnti,  but  hev  wedded  life  was  short,  as  she  died 
in  1876.  at  Lansing.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hinehey  took  place  in  in  Springpott,  Jackson 
County.  May  H,  1879,  wheie  he  was  man-ied  to 
.Mi.ss  .'*Iary  Kleine,  n-jio  was  Iiorn  in  Westphalia, 
Clinlon  County,  tliis  State.  Her  father,  Querin 
Kleine,  was  Ikhii  in  fiermany  and  came  to  America 
when  a  boy  of  twelve,  locating  with  his  [jarents  in 
Westphalia,  wliere  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He 
is  now  residing  in  Woodlmll  on  one  of  tlie  farms  l>e- 
longing  to  the  estate  of  our  subject.  His  wife,  wliose 
maiden  name  is  VictoriaAckeman,  wasborn  in(!er- 
many  and  met  her  husband  after  coming  to  (.'liiiton 
County.  .She  is  a  Catholic  in  iier  religious  belief. 
Of  her  eight  children,  Mra.  Hinehey  is  next  U>  tlic 
oldest  and  was  born  in  18ij8. 

Three  children  have  blessed  tlie  home  of  our 
subject — .lohh  ().,  Cordelia  and  ■).  \Vesley,  For 
about  twelve  years  Mr.  lilnchey  was  Alderman  and 
for  two  yeare  served  as  l*resident  pi-o  tern  of  the 
Board.  For  six  yeai-s  he  was  Sui>ei-visor  of  the 
Fii-st  Wai-d  and  was  always  placed  ujwn  iinjioi'tant 
committees,  being  on  the  Water  ('omiiiittee  and 
the  committee  ou  Flectric  Lights,  lie  wius  always 
in  favor  of  im])rovcments  fur  the  city  and  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  iiaitv,  being  n  frequent  del- 
egate to  the  Democratic  County  aiid  State  conven- 
tions. He  was  identified  with  the  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  and  the  li^jyal  .\ich  M.isoiis  at 
Pinekney,  the  Knights  Templar  at  Howell.  Ije- 
longed  to  the  Consistory  at  Detroit,  and  was  also 
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eonneuted  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Mrs.  Hinchey,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  here,  is  a  great  worker 
in  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety as  well  as  the  Woman's  Christian  Temper- 
ance Union,  and  is  Vice-President  of  the  firet- 
named  of  these  organizations.  She  is  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  ability  and  efficiency  and  is 
much  beloved  by  those  who  come  within  the 
bounds  of  her  inttuence. 


jll  RA  EDMONDS  RANDALL.  A  man  who  in 
11  his  boyhood  worlted  his  way  through  college 
Igi  and  his  professional  course,  and  by  dint  of 
hard  work  and  determination  has  attained  to  a 
handsome  property,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has 
built  up  a  reputation  for  character  and  probity,  is 
a  citizen  worth  having,  and  the  story  of  his  life  is 
worth  recounting.  Such  a  one  do  we  find  repre- 
sented by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 

Mr.  Randall  was  bom  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y,,  in 
the  township  of  Concord,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1850. 
The  father,  Robert  G.  Randall,  was  born  in  Rut- 
land County,  Vt.,  where  his  father.  Caleb,  was  a 
Quaker  farmer,  of  English  descent.  The  family 
originated  with  thi-ee  brothers  who  came  from  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Vermont  and  vicinity. 

At  the  age  of  thirty  years  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject removed  from  Vermont,  where  he  had  been  a 
farmer,  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  taking  an  im- 
proved farm  he  engaged  in  the  dairying  business, 
but  in  1866  removed  to  Ripley  Township,  Chau- 
tauqua County,  and  farmed  there  until  1885,  when 
he  sold  his  propei-ty.  In  1887  he  decided  to  come 
West,  and  he  now,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  re- 
sides at  Lansing.  His  early  political  afHliations 
were  with  the  Whig  party  and  he  became  an  ardent 
Abolitionist  and  finally  developed  into  a  member 
of  the  EepiLbiican  party. 

Ruth  Edmonds  was  the  maiden  name  of  her  who 
became  the  mother  of  our  subject,  and  she  was 
born  in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  being  a  daughter  of 
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Ira  Edmonds,  a  Quaker  farmer  of  English  descent. 
She  died  in  New  York,  in  Ripley  Township,  Chau- 
tauqua  County,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  Of  her 
four  children,  Ira,  who  bore  lier  father's  full  name, 
was  next  to  the  eldest. 

This  boy  was  reared  in  Erie  County,  where  he 
had  the  advantages  of  the  ordinary  district  school, 
and  later  when  the  family  removed  to  Ripley,  he 
attended  the  Ripley  Academy,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  he  i-eached  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
It  was  in  the  year  1870  that  he  turned  his  face 
Westward  and  made  Michigan  his  home,  locating 
at  Kalamazoo  and  working  his  way  through  Kala- 
mazoo College,  which  he  attended  for  two  years, 
teaching  during  the  winters.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  study  of  law  at  Kalamazoo  with  H.  F.  Sevar- 
ance,  Escj..  now  Supreme  Judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  1875 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

The  young  attorney  now  located  in  Marshall, 
Mich.,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Adams, 
until  1877,  when  he  removed  to  Lansing  and  estab- 
lished his  practice  here.  His  legal  business  has 
finally  given  way  to  a  considerable  extent  to  his 
i-eal-estate  dealings,  as  he  has  ac-cumulated  a  large 
propertj'  of  his  own  in  lands,  and  it  takes  most  of 
his  time  to  attend  to  those  interests,  besides  hand- 
ling to  some  extent  pine  lands  and  farm  lands.  He 
is  now  int«rested  in  farm  lands  in  the  North  which 
he  is  improving,  having  improved  three  thousand 
acres,  all  of  which  belongs  in  one  farm  in  Saginaw 
Countj'.  After  putting  it  in  excellent  condition 
he  sold  it  to  H.  P.  Smith  &  Co.,  brokers  of  Saginaw, 
and  he  still  owns  some  Ave  thousand  acres  in  the 
north  of  Michigan,  in  different  counties.  He  is  an 
enterprising  man,  and  was  the  pioneer  of  the  move- 
ment to  di-ain  the  marshy  prairie  and  farm  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Randall  i)ut  considerable  money  and  thought 
at  one  time  into  the  raising  of  Holstein  cattle,  but 
he  is  not  now  interested  in  that.  He  has  done 
well  also  in  handling  lumber  interests,  and  now 
owns  several  dwelling  houses  which  he  has  built, 
besides  his  own  beautiful  home  at  No.  814  Chestnut 
Street  N. 

The  happy  marital  union  of  Ira  E.  Randall  and 
Alice   E.  Farnham  was  solemnized   in    Brockton, 
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('Iiaiilaiiqua  County,  X.  Y.,  in  1877.  This  lady 
w(L.-  Iifini  ill  tiiat  pleasant  village  and  is  a  daughter 
of  A.  ,1.  Faiiiliam,  a  prnminent  farmer  there.  Two 
cliildri'ii  hftve  lileaaed  tiiia  union,  (iay  LaVergnu 
and  Meiedith  Snow.  Mr.  Kandatl  is  a  member  of 
tUeKuighlsof  Pythiai^  of  the  Uniformed  Kankand 
also  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and 
of  tlif  Royal  Arcanum.  He  i,"  strong  in  liis  at- 
tafliment  to  the  principles  of  llie  Republican  party. 


^-^^^~^- 


J^l  LBEKT  A.  lA  MBAH!).  The  village  of 
^Ol     Leslie,  Ingliam   County,  ean  boast  among 

///  '*>  her  citizens  a  goodly  number  of  men 
<^  whose  ftt'tivlty,  ability  and  broad  ex|}eri- 
eiiee  make  them  of  value  to  the  community  and 
bring  to  them  the  respect  of  their  fellow-eitlzenis 
in  other  |)art-s  of  the  county.  ai»d  i«rhaps  thei-e  is 
no  one  of  them  more  deservedly  popular  and  in- 
tlnentifll  than  Mr.  Lnratmrd  who  is  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Pension  C^Iaim  Attorney  at  Leslie,  and 
whose  wai'  recoi-d  during  the  days  of  the  Civil  Wai- 
is  an  added  factor  in  bdnging  to  him  the  good 
will  of  all  who  know  him. 

Tliis  gentleman  was  bora  in  Stafford,  Genesee 
County,  X.  Y.,  December  20,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
Krastiis  and  Kliza  (Armstrong)  Lnmbard,  natives 
of  \'ermont  and  New  York  i-esjjectively-  The 
parental  were  man-ied  in  Batavia,  (ienesee  County, 
N.  Y.  and  tat«i'  took  up  their  I'csidenee  in  Stafford, 
whei-e  they  lived  until  1843.  when  they  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Leslie  Town- 
ship, this  county,  where  they  both  died.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  a  man  in  mod- 
ei'ate  circumstances.  He  served  his  township  faith- 
fully and  creditably  in  several  minor  offices,  and 
was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a  Republicjin. 
Seven  children  made  up  their  household,  niimely: 
William,  Alliert  A.,  Elizabeth,  Julia,  Melvina,  Or- 
ville  and  George. 

Albert  Lumbard  was  only  aii  infant  when  his 
]iarents  removed  to  this  township,  and  therefore 
liis  life  lias  l>een  mostly  spent  within  the  confines 
of    Ingham    County.     His    liome    training  on  the 


farm  and  his  district  school  education  occupied 
him  till  manhood,  and  he  was  still  helping  his 
father  upon  the  farm  when  the  Civil  War  burst 
upon  our  country. 

Young  Luml>ard  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
U,  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  August  14.  1801 
and  his  I'egiment  was  made  a  pait  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  Second  Army  Coi-ps,  First  Brigade 
and  Second  Division.  He  particijwted  in  numer- 
ous skirmishes  and  on  the  .S  1st  of  May,  1862,  at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  he  was  wounded  b^'  a  gun- 
shot and  his  left  hand  was  so  injured  ajs  to  render 
him  unfit  for  service  and  he  received  his  discharge 
in  .September. 

This  disabled  soldier  now  letuined  home  and 
i-eceived  from  (!ov.  Blair  a  recruiting  commission 
and  during  the  i^emainder  of  the  war  he  served 
his  comjMny  as  Recruiting  Oflicer.  After  the  close 
of  the  conflict  he  was  elected  Constable  when  onl,i- 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  has  continued  to  sen'e 
his  t<iwnsliii>  in  that  capacity  foi'  twenty-one  years 
being  re-elected  each  year  and  is  now  serving  his 
eighth  year  as  Justice  of  the  I'eaee. 

This  gentleman  began  life  with  nothing  and  has 
made  all  that  he  now  possesses.  He  is  interested 
in  the  l,eslie  Building  and  Ijoan  Association  and 
is  a  leading  man.  He  is  universally  popular,  and 
yet  his  popularity  is  of  the  kind  that  does  not  in- 
fringe upon  his  business  capabilities  as  his  fi-equent 
re-elections  to  positions  of  public  service  have 
shown.  His  reeoi-d  is  i-eally  remarkable  in  this 
respect,  as  ho  has  served  his  township  ever  since  he 
reached  his  majority.  He  is  a  Kepiiblican  in  his 
political  views  and  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  also  with  that  of  the.  Odd  Fellows,  being 
identified  with  both  the  Kmcampment  and  Sub- 
ordinate Ijodge.  He  is  Past  Commander  of  the 
All)ert  Dewey  Post  Xo.  60,  (i.  A.  R.  at  f-eslie  and 
has  been  an  Adjutant  foi-  nine  yeais. 

Mr.  Lumliard  was  married  Mardi  "iO,  1872,  iK;ing 
imited  with  Miss  Sarah  Woodwoith,  of  this  county, 
who  was  born  Febrtuirv  28,  1847.  This  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Solomon  and. Betsey  (Blake)  Wood- 
worth,  who  are  natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont 
respectively  and  who  became  early  settlers  in  this 
section  of  Michigan  when  all  was  a  vast  wildei'- 
ness.     They  remained  here  throughout  their  life- 
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time  and  their  iiiemory  is  respected  hy  ail  wIki 
knew  tlieui.  llotli  Mr.  and  Mrs.  l^iimbard  are 
earnest  and  active  membei's  of  tlie  Baptist  Clniii.-li 
and   tlioir  iiiflnenc'e  in  every  way  is  used  (in-  the 

uplKiildiiis  of  society  and  the  forwardinj;  of  the 
interests  of  inwalily  and  religiiin. 


Jl  ^  IIKM-R  I^nsm^  i'-  now  no  old  a 
cit\  a*-  to  eoiiiit  anion;;  hei  ^nuine  bneine-ss 
1  men  bojt  who  weie  hoin  ind  brought  u]) 
'  within  her  conflnet-  and  'he  is  prond  to 
claim  tliat  there  aie  none  inoie  tiuly  enteiprising, 
indmoiethoioiighlv  equipped  foi  the  battle  of  life, 
than  those  which  •■he  has  thii--  niiitured  from  the 
hoiu  of  then  natiiit)  Peihaiw  thei'e  is  no  one 
to  (vhom  she  nia_\  point  nith  inoie  just  pride  than 
the  man  of  whom  we  are  now  writing,  who  is 
univei^mlly  conceded  to  lie  an  ent«i'pri(iing  and 
Iiiiblie-spirited  yimng  man.  and  the  most  extensive 
grocer  on   Michigan  Avenue. 

Our  Muhjeet  was  l)orn  in  J^ansing,  Octobei'  22. 
I860,  his  father  being  Amos  Turner,  «  native  of 
Washtjinaw  County,  Mich.,  and  his  grandfather,  J. 
A,,  fSr.,  having  been  a  farmeraiid  an  eaily  settler  in 
Washtenaw  County.  Ilis  father  was  i-eared  u|>on 
the  farm  and  came  to  Ijinsing  wjien  still  a  young 
man  with  liis  imcle.  .lames  Turner,  who  made 
North  l<aiising  his  home  aliout  the  year  1847.  The 
young  man  engaged  as  a  clei'k  in  his  uncle's  em- 
ploy iu  a  general  store,  and  later  went  into  a  nier- 
eliandise  and  pi-oduce  business  iu  North  lousing, 
building  two  brick  blocks  tiiere.  In  1879  iie  sold 
out  this  business  and  removed  to  Periy.  Shiawas- 
see County. 

A£t«r  tlii-ee  years  in  I'erry  Amos  Turner  i-etuiued 
ti^  Lansing  and  engaged  in  business  here,  putting 
in  a  stock  of  dry-goods  and  groceries  at  Nos.  117 
and  119  Michigan  Avenue.  In  1888  lie  sold  out 
the  grocery  department  of  his  business  to  his  son, 
J.  A.,  and  continued  himself  in  the  dry-poods 
business,  transferring  it  lo  Seattle,  Wajili..  whei-e 
he  remained  until  lie  took  the  position  of  travel- 
ing .sateinan   for   the   Michigan    Coudensed    :ililk 


Company,  which  he  is  still  serving.  He  was  .Alder- 
man and  Su|>ervi8or  of  the  Fii-st  Ward  for  one 
term  and  was  piominont  in  the  Masonic  order. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  boi-e  the  maiden 
name  of  Philena  Barker, was  born  in  Orleans  t'ounty, 
N.  v.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  an  Knglisliman,  .lames 
Barkei-.  who  located  in  that  county.  She  is  a 
devout  and  earnest  meinber  of  the  Pre.-^hyteriau 
Clmmh,  and  the  faithful  and  judicious  mother  of 
foui-  cliildi-en,  of  whom  oui-   subje^'t    is  the  eldest. 

Having  i-eceived  tiie  full  advantages  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  T./ansing.  and  als<i  having  taken  a 
course  in  the  High  School.  .1.  A.  Turner  ent<'i-e(I 
his  father's  store  at  the  age  of  seven  teen,  as  n  clerk. 
tie  had  been  in  the  store  more  or  Uw  from  ji  1)0\ 
up,  and  wnn  thoroughly  well  jireimrcd  to  Ijike  his 
place  and  to  prove  of  value  in  the  establishment. 
His  first  independent  endeavor  was  made  at  Perry, 
l)efore  buying  out  his  father's  line  of  groceries 
here,  which,  as  we  have  said,  he  did  in  1888.  He 
has  continued  to  handle  gi'<K?eries  exclusively  and 
is  buildiiijr  up  a  tine  ti-flde,  so  that  be  is  now  usinu; 
two  delivery  wagons. 

The  charming  young  la<ly  who  liecamc  the 
Imppy  wife  of  tht«  gentleman,  in  1883,  was  called 
.May  ('ampbeil  in  her  niaidenbo(Kl,  and  she  be- 
longs to  a  liattle  Ci-eek  family.  To  their  home 
have  come  two  little  daughters — Haltieaiyd  Helen, 
whose  eai-e  and  cnltui-e  is  the  joy  til'  theii'  |lal■<>nl^. 
This  young  man  is  a  popular  inembej'  of  the  oicler 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  also  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  hi^  political  views  lead  him  to  ntHliate  with 
the  Dem.K-ratic  party. 


'-mmm»m 


\J 


j,;iLLIAM  C.  IHNMAN.  The  advantagesot 
■onnection  with  and  descent  from  peo- 
1^1  |ile  of  charactei',  culture  and  ability  is  nol 
Ijerhajw  as  thorauglily  considered  in  this  couutr\- 
as  it  is  in  lands  whei-e  the  heredity  of  propert.* 
emphasises  the  heredity  of  (lersonal  tmits  and 
character.  The  rebound  from  the  t<'ndencies  of 
European  institutions  has  led  our  [jeople  tounder- 
value    the  wealth    of  inheritance  and  assoeiation 
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which  comes  in  this  way  until  they  have  been  called 
to  an  appreciation  of  its  value  through  the  re- 
searches and  declarations  of  social  philosophers. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  sketeh  is  connected  on  both  his  father'sand 
mother's  side  with  some  of  the  best  families  who 
liaye  made  their  mark  upon  the  development  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  he  is  not  imapprecial> 
ive  of  that  fact  and  realizes  that  he  is  the  recipient 
of  benefits  which  have  come  in  this  way.  He  is  now 
the  City  Clerk  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  in 
which  office  he  is  serving  his  third  term.  He  was 
horn  in  this  city  December  15,  1849,  his  father, 
William  Iliuman,  being  a  native  of  Mt.  Morris, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1819,  and  his  grand- 
father, Tlieodore,  having  come  from  his  native 
Htate,  Connecticut,  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
when  a  young  man  and  remained  there  through 
life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
nine  children,  only  one  of  them  being  now  alive. 
After  being  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Mt.  Morris  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1838  and  lo- 
cated in  Ypsilanti,  where  he  clerked  for  Mr. 
Thompson.  I^ter  he  went  to  Brighton  as  a  clerk 
and  later  to  Howell.  In  1847  he  came  to  Lansing 
and  became  a  clerk  for  Bush  &  Thomas,  merchants 
and  real-estate  men,  Mr.  Hinman  sold  all  the  lum- 
ber and  material  which  went  into  the  Everett 
House,which  was  then  known  as  the  Benton  House, 
and  also  Cor  the  old  eapitol,  as  the  firm  then  car- 
ried the  largest  stock  outside  of  Detroit.  May  18, 
1849,  the  young  man  took  the  management  of  the 
Benton  House,  which  was  the  leading  hotel  of  the 
city,  and  managed  it  for  ten  years  and  finally  pur- 
chased it  and  then  sold  it  to  Mr.  Packard  who 
changed  the  name  to  the  Everett  House.  After  this 
Mr.  Elinman  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business 
alone  on  Washington  Avenue  and  built  a  brick 
block  adjoining  the  Hudson  House,  which  is  known 
as  the  Hinman  or  Union  Block. 

Our  subject's  father  continued  in  the  dry-goods 
business  up  to  1871  when  he  sold  it  and  has  since 
engaged  in  farming  and  i-eal  estate.  He  owns  thirty 
acres  in  the  corporate  limits  of  Lansing  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Lcroy  Township, 
which  IS  a  finely  improved  fann.     He  was  married 


in  the  old  Benton  House,  February  21,  1849,  to 
Miss    Sarah    E.   Bush,  who  was   born    in    Danby, 

Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  August  5,  1830.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bush,  who  was 
born  in  Danby  in  1809.  The  gi'cat  grandfather  of 
our  subject  Is  Richard  Bush  who  was  born  in 
Stroudaburg,  Pa.,  and  located  in  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  His  father  was  John  Bush, 
and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  fought  twice  for  liis 
country  and  once  for  his  king. 

The  Hon,  Charles  P.  Bush  was  a  fanner  and 
speculator  and  he  married  before  coming  to  Mich- 
igan. His  first  trip  to  the  West  was  in  1835,  and 
in  1836  he  came  again  and  staid  through  the  sum- 
mer, buying  Government  land  where  Fowlerville 
now  is.  Having  built  a  log  house  he  returned  to 
the  East  and  in  1837  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
home,  but  remained  there  less  than  a  yeai'when  he 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Fowler  and  located  in  Genoa 
Township,  Livingston  County  where  he  took  a 
splendid  farm  of  thirteen  hundred  acres  and  car- 
ried it  on  successfully,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
engaged  in  speculation  and  politics.  He  served  in 
the  State  Legislature  during  the  sessions  of  1840 
to  184.5,  and  in  1846  became  State  Senator,  serv- 
ing during  1847  as  Presidejit  of  the  Senate,  and 
by  virtue  of  that  otHce  acting  as  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor. He  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
officers  elect  in  the  woods  of  Lansing  before  the 
old  capitoi  was  built.  Some  years  later  he  was  again 
sent  to  the  State  Senate  and  served  for  several 
terms.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  removal 
of  the  capital  from  Detroit  to  Lansing.  He  was  a 
liorn  reader,  a  good  orator  and  had  a  good  stoixj  of 
information,  being  looked  upon  universally  as  one 
of  the  most  promising  men  in  the  State. 

In  1847  Senator  Bush  came  to  Lansing  and  en- 
tered into  partnei-ship  with  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Lee, 
buying  a  portion  of  land  and  platting  it  as  an  ad- 
dition to  Lansing,  and  built  the  old  Benton  House. 
In  partnership  with  Mr,  Thomas  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bush  &  Thomas  he  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  and  they  became  the  pioneer  mer- 
chants of  Lansing.  Later  he  retired  from  business 
and  died.luly4,  1858.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  strong  pillai-s.    Hie  wife  was 
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lliiiervfl  Walkti'  mid  she  was  l)orn  in  Montgomery 
County,  K.  Y.,  and  died  in  Ij»iisin^  in  lflH6,  being 
then  seventy  years  old.  She  was  an  ac-tive  and 
earnest  memlwr  of  the  Methodist  K])iscopal  Chiircli 
and  was  looked  upon  as  a  "mother  in  Israel." 

The  motliei-  of  our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  five  children  and  was-  carefully  and  jii- 
dicionsly  edncated,  receiving  her  advance  school- 
ing in  tlie  private  school  of  Mi-s,  E.  .1.  Rohevls,  in 
Detroit.  She  became  the  mother  of  five  children, 
William  ('.  being  her  eldest  and  following  liiin 
came  .l<mnie,  Addie  L.,  Sarah  E.  and  Eliza  B.,  who 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Sarah  who  died  when  very  young.  'Itic 
eduuAti<)n  of  our  subject  was  gained  in  the  Union 
Scliool  of  rinsing  and  in  1H6SI  he  beju^au  work  an 
a  fi'eight  brakeman  on  the  old  Peninsular  Railroad 
now  known  as  the  Chicago  A'  (irand  Trnnk.  Two 
years  later  he  l>eeame  a  freight  conductor  and  liad 
hi*  rnii  l>etween  Lansiiigand  South  Bend, Ind.. and 
liifer  took  service  in  the  same  ca|)acity  with  the 
I,nke  Shore  it  Michigan  Sontliern  Hoad.  Aftei-  live 
mfmtlis  he  was  promoted  ti>  the  condiictoi'shi]j  of  a 
freijrht  train  in  wliidi  lie  was  having  good  success 
wlien  upon  Oetolier  II.  IHHd.  he  met  with  a  serioiiK  | 
■Hid  terrible  disaster.  | 

While  engaged  in  CLm]>ling  car?.  Conductor  llin-    I 
timn   ("iiight  his  left  fi>ot    in  the  frog,  that  deatli    ; 
tiap  of  so  many  good  railroad  men.     In  his  des-   j 
|)i'ratv'  effort-  to    free  himself  he  pulled  his  foot    | 
fiimi    the  boot  with  ■'ueh  toree  that  the  rifjlit  foot   ' 
•■wTinj;   over  tlic  track  and  in  a  moment  tlie  cniel 
whcelf  had  crushed  it.     He  was  taken  to  the  hos-    | 
])ital  at    Mishawaka.  Ind.,  where    he  remained  for 
eiglit  weeks  and  whei'e  he  was  under  the  necej^sity   [ 
of  having  his  leg  amputated  six   inches  Ik-Iow  the    j 
lii|i.    'I'liis  pnt  an  end  t-o  his  career  as  a  conductoi-  ; 
and  he  returned  to    I^nsing  and  engaged  in  the   f 
eniiilov  of  the   Lake  Shore  A   Michigan    Southern    ! 
Kailroail  for  five  yean*  as  agent,  after  whieli  he   ; 
entered  tiie  service  of  the  l^ansing  Lumber  Com- 
I'any  inilil  April. *I888,  when  he  received  the  elec- 
tion to  the  office  of  City  Clerk,  which  lie  lias  held 
from  tliat  date  to  this.     His   first  election  wa^  by 
majority  of  tme  hundred  and   six,  hissec<md  by  a 
a  majority  of  seven  liuiidred  and  eighly-one,  and 
his  third  by  a  majority  of  six  hundred  and  sixty- 


six,  lie  is  a  true  and  faithful  public  servant  and 
very  efticient  in  his  otflee,  and  receives  tlie  just 
piiiise  of  Ills  fellow-citizens. 

Tlie  marriage  of  Mr.  Hinman  in  .lune,  ISW5,  totik 
place  in  I^nsing.  Tlie  lady  who  then  united  with 
him  liei'  fortunes  and  hei'  lot  in  life  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  K.  Downs.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
city  and  liei'  father,  J.  W.  Downs,  is  an  early  settler 
here  and  is  a  well-known  fruit-grower.  He  is  an 
old  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War  and  is  highly  re- 
spected both  for  his  [mtriotic  services  and  his  ex- 
cellent cbai-a«t«r.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  William  C.  Hin- 
man have  two  lovely  daughtei-s — Addie  and  Sarah, 
who  are  the  joy  and  delight  of  their  fond  parents. 
The  family  worship  at  St,  Paul's  Episcopal  Chuivh 
with  which  the  parent*  are  connected.  The  polit- 
ical views  of  Mr.  Hinman  lead  him  to  rank  himself 
with  the  Democratic-  |)ai-ty,  in  which  he  lias  great 
faith  and  for  whiw  success  he  is  active. 


^  NDIIEW  (i,  MAHKHAAJ.     Tlie  gentleman 
^Ji    « JHtse  name  is  at  tlie  head  of  this  sketcli 

//  !»  IS  a  farmer  and  st<Hik-dealei-,  i-esident  on 
(Qj"  sections  SJ7  and  S4.  Vevay  Township,  Ing- 

ham Ctninty,  and  here  he  carries  on  a  large  and 
lucrative  business  in  general  fanninjr  and  in  the 
brecdinir.  buying  and  selling  of  fine  stot^k.  Mr. 
MarKliam  in  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having 
Ijecn  lliere  lioni  in  Ontario  County,  Fannington 
T'ownship,  August  1,  l«3fi.  He  istheson  of  Elisha 
VV.  and  (Hive  (Gardner)  Markham,  both  natives  of 
New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmei-  in  his  native 
Stateand  cmr  subject  was  leared  on  a  fai-m,  receiv- 
ing in  the  intervals  of  farm  work  what  education 
he  could  acquire  by  attendance  at  school  during 
the  winter  months. 

When  our  subject  set  out  in  life  for  himself,  lie 
liegan  at  fii-stby  farming  on  shares,  which  brought 
him  in  enough  to  live  ujion.  To  spur  him  on  to 
the  necessity  of  liardei-  work,  he  was  married  Xov- 
ember  20.  18.57.  to  Miss  Priscilla  H,  Knight,  h 
daughter  of  .Tohn  and  Loretta  (Mosher)  Knight, 
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The  young  couple  felt  the  necessity  of  prudence 
anv!  economy  and  laid  bj'  enough  out  of  their  earn- 
ings to  purchase  a  traet  of  land.  Those  who  have 
struggled  as  did  he  of  whom  we  write,  to  acquire 
a  bit  of  real  estate,  know  how  sweet  is  the  sense  of 
possession,  and  when  lie  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1878,  he  was  stengthened  and  encouraged  to  hard 
labor  by  the  knowledge  that  there  was  ri  nest  egg 
of  forty  acres  back  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 

On  seeing  a  promising  tract  that  he  could  pro- 
cure in  his  adopted  State,  he  sold  his  flrat  forty 
acres  and  purchased  liis  present  home  place  on  sec- 
tion 27,  which  comprises  eighty  acres.  He  has 
since,  at  different  times,  added  land  to  his  original 
purehase  until  he  now  is  the  owner  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  as  fine  and  fertile  land  at 
there  is  in  the  township.  Our  snbject,  like  the 
majority  of  property  owners  to  whom  the  political 
interest  at  large  is  also  an  individual  interest,  has 
tieen  the  greater  portion  of  hie  life  allied  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  now,  however,  a  member 
of  the  Industrial  party,  feeling  that  the  laboring 
class,  being  largely  in  the  majority,  should  have  all 
possible  advantages  of  legislation. 

While  in  New  York  Mr.  Markham  served  for 
several  terms  as  Township  Clerk,  and  he  has  several 
times  been  elected  to  office  in  this  township,  but 
having  no  ambition  to  hold  public  office,  refused  to 
qualify  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  he  was  the 
popular  and  successful  nominee  of  the  Industrial 
party,  insuring  for  it  victory  in  his  township.  Our 
subject's  wife  died  May  28,  1885.  She  had  no 
issue. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  oldest  member 
of  his  father's  family.  One  brother,  William  P., 
who  lives  in  this  township,  is  a  farmei',  having  a 
good  home,  presided  over  pleasantly  by  an  amiable 
wife.  They  are  the  proud  parents  of  one  child,  by 
name  Leeman,  who  is  a  young  man  having  a  home 
of  his  own  in  Monroe  County,  N,  Y.  He  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Elisha 
Markham,  our  subject's  father,  died  in  his  native 
State,  April  1,  1882.  The  mother's  decease  occurred 
June  14,  1876. 

Andrew  Markham  is  what  may  he  termed  a  self- 
made  man,  having  had  but  few  advantages  and  no 
material  pecuniary  assistance  fram  his  father.     By 


industry,  prudence  and  good  management  of  his 
agricultural  and  flnanclal  affairs,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  prominently  successful  men  of  Vevay 
Township.  He  ishighly  respected  in  his  township 
and  among  his  fellow-citizens. 


jij^^EED  J.  BROWN.  Our  subject,  wlio  is  com- 
Ir^®)  P^'^'^'vely  a  young  man,  has  been  en- 
/l),  gaged  for  some  time  in  business  in  which 

he  has  proved  very  successful.  Energetic  and  in- 
dustrious, to  him  in  no  small  degree  belongs  the 
honor  of  making  the  success  of  the  firm  of  Brown 
Bros.,  who  are  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes  in  Mason, 
Mich.  The  brothere  are  of  German  parentage,  be- 
ing sons  of  Charles  F.  and  Mary  (Stuth)  Brown, 
both  natives  of  Mechlenburg,  Germany,  Tlieycame 
to  America  in  1853  with  their  four  children.  Those 
wlio  were  born  in  Germany  are  Augustus  F., 
Charles  F.,  Fannie  Louise  and  Frederick  J.  Au- 
gustus was  born  August  13,  1844,  and  having 
made  Catherine  Furtah  his  wife  lives  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.;  he  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  firm  selling 
hoots  and  shoes,  and  has  been  a  manufacturer.  He 
is  the  father  of  eight  children.  Charles  F.  and 
Fannie  Louise  are  twins;  the  latter  married  Enos 
Furtah  who  is  a  wood  worker  and  lives  at  New 
Baltimore,  Mich,  Our  subject  was  bom  December  6, 
1850;  his  father  was  a  forester  in  Germany,  which 
was  considered  '  there  a  very  honorable  position 
and  one  ranking  high  among  the  middle  classes. 
After  coming  to  this  country  he  was  employed  as 
a  laborer  and  farmer. 

Determined  to  give  his  children  every  chance 
that  this  country  of  freedom  and  equal  rights 
offers  to  young  men  and  women,  he  placed  them  in 
school  and  our  subject  had  the  privilege  of  gain- 
ing a  fair  education.  They  also  acquired  outside 
of  school  much  that  has  been  of  practical  use  to 
them  and  the  sons  have  through  industry  and  ob- 
servation made  themselves  &ul>stantial  business 
men.  In  1858  the  family  came  to  this  8tate  and 
located  at  New  Baltimore.  He  of  whom  we  write 
began  working  in  a  mill  and  so  employed  himself 
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until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  began 
clerking  at  New  Baltimore,  in  which  position  he 
continued  ■  for  some  six  jeai's,  acquiring  during 
that  time  a  reputation  for  attention  to  business 
and  ease  with  customers  that  made  him  a  desirable 
salesman  and  a  valuable  acquisition  to  a  business 
house. 

Fred  J,  Brown  was  married  MarcL  18,  1875,  to 
Miss  Sallie  M.  Leonard,  of  Middleboro,  Mass;    she 
is  a  daughter  of   Fred  and    Phtebe  I>.  (Sampson) 
Leonard,and  was  born  in  1846.     In  1876  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Almont,  where  for  two  years  he   , 
was  engaged  as  a  clerk.     Then  lie  went  to  Imlay   ; 
City  and  clerked  for  one  year  at  that  place,  after   | 
which,  he  went  into   partnership  with  Herbert  G,    j 
Thurston,  and  together  the  Arm  carried  on  general 
merchandising  successfully  for  about  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  our  subject  became  propri- 
etor of  a  store  at  Lapeer,  the  county-seat  of  Lapeer 
County,  and  remained  thei-c  for  about  five  years  as 
general  manager.     In  1886  he  entered  the  pi-esent 
tiiin  in  equal  partnership. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather,  August 
Stuth,  was  a  soldier  in  the  German  army  during 
the  trouble  between  France  and  Gennany,  at  which 
time  Napoleon  led  the  French  forces.  The  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  which  our  subject  is  one  is 
Henry  L.  Brown, and  he  was  born  after  his  parents 
liad  come  to  this  countiy,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  his 
birth  taking  place  April  30,  1856.  The  young 
men  ai-e  progressive  and  talented  in  abusiness  way 
and  show  that  they  have  received  a  good  inheri- 
tance of  brains  as  well  as  physical  strength  from  | 
their  parants.  ! 


I^i  RS.  LOUISA  KEIHM  is  the  owner  of  a 
J'  ill  fine  farm  of  forty-eight  acres  located  on 
jf  IS  section  31,  Alaiedon  Township.  She  was 
*  born  April  3,  1838,  in   the  province   of 

Wurtemberg  in  the  town  of  Marbarch,  Germany. 
Her  father  was  Frederick  Hines,  a  native  of 
the  same  place,  and  there  born  .September 
10,    1790,     J,oui9a  was   a   child   of    nine    years 


of  age  when  her  father  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  voyage  over,  which  occupied  three 
months,  made  a  deep  impression  upon  her  young 
mind. 

On  the  landing  of  the  Hines  family  in  this  coun- 
try they  proceeded  immediately  to  Huron  (bounty, 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  Noj-walk.  The  father  was  a 
rope-maker  by  trade  and  unfamiliar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  American  labor,  he  supposed  that  he 
could  find  employment  in  any  place,  but  disap- 
pointed in  his  expectations  he  worked  as  a  day 
laborer  in  order  to  support  himself  and  family, 
and  from  the  time  our  subject  was  ten  yeara  old 
she  added  her  strength  and  supported  herself  by 
working  at  various  occupations.  She  Anally 
beciime  a  seamstress  and 'continued  in  this  occupa- 
tion until  she  came  to  Michigan. 

On  November  4, 1862,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Conrad  Keihm,  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  there 
bom  January  30,  1839,  His  father  was  John 
Keihm  and  he  was  born  in  Hartei'shansen,  Ger- 
many. He  was  a  linen-weaver  by  trade  and  his  son 
had  partially  learned  that  occupation  before  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  he  did  in  his  six- 
teenth year.  Before  that  time  he  attended  school 
in  his  native  land,  (,)n  coming  to  America  lie  first 
went  to  Canada,  where  he  i-emained  for  one  year 
and  whei-e  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  Hv 
then  proceeded  to.  Hnron  County,  Ohio,  and  work- 
ed as  a  blacksmith,  at  the  same  time  doing  farm 
work  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry. 

In  1862,  JMr.  Keihm  was  discharged  from  service 
on  account  of  physical  disability,  but  after  recover- 
ing to  a  great  extent,  he  responded  to  a  call  made 
for  mechanics,  and  went  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  lie  staid  for  about  six  months.  On  return- 
ing to  Michigan  he  bought  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Mrs,  Keihm.  It  was  almost  entirely  unimpro- 
ved at  the  time  and  he  at  once  bent  his  energies  to 
clearing  it  and  adding  the  best  of  improvements, 
so  that  at  the  lime  of  his  decease,  which  occurred 
March  13,  1875,  the  plaec  was  in  excelli'nt  oi'der. 
Mr.  Keihm  was  a  member  of  the  German  Method- 
ist {!hurch  at  Delhi.  Politically,  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Two  children  have  been  Ijorn  to  Wew  th*  iiaion 
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of  the  worthy  couple  of  whom  we  have  writleo. 
The  eldest  is  EUa  L.,  who  was  born  November  2. 
1868;  she  spent  one  term  in  the  Flint  Normal 
School  in  1889  and  1890  she  siieut  in  Albion 
College.  She  is  now  interestett  in  mnsiual  arttind 
makes  the  home  attractive  by  her  pleasing  presence 
and  marked  taste.  The  j'ounger  child  is  a  sod, 
Willie  Keihm,  who  was  born  in  1874;  he  died  in 
infancy.  Since  the  deatb  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Keihm  has  managed  her  place  with  great  ability 
and  with  marked  success.  She  bnilt  a  commodious 
brick  residence  in  1879  and  her  house  is  fitted  up, 
not  only  with  the  comforts  of  life,  but  also  with 
its  elegancies.  She  and  !ier  daughter  are  raemben 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  uf  Misoji 
They  are  hospitable  and  social  and  have  min\ 
warm  friends  in  Albion. 


*  ACOB  G.  BAUMGRAS.  the  fortunate  (>«nu 
I  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  acre--  ol 
I  tine  land  adjoining  the  limits  of  the  cit\  of 
[^^  Lansing,  resides  on  sections,  l^anstng  Town 
ship,  Ingham  County,  and  is  actively  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  varied  duties  which  fall  to  liini 
as  an  agriculturist.  Not  only  lias  he-  l>eeii  *u( 
eessful  flnancially,  but  in  the  better  seiise  of  that 
word,  he  has  been  successful  in  gaining  the  e'<t«em 
of  all  his  acquaintances,  and  it  is  the  testimony  of 
all  who  know  him  that  he  enjoys  to  an  unusual  de 
gree  the  i-espect  of  Jiiis  associates.  His  opernlnin- 
in  business  aif  clinrat^terized  by  good  judtjinent 
and  shrewd  discernment,  while  in  social  cii'cle-  In- 
genial  disposition  and  kindliness  of  lieart  gain  loi 
liim  an  admiring  circle  of  friends. 

Afany  years  ago  thei*  resided  in  Bavaria  <i(i 
many,  near  the  border  of  France,  a  worthy  couple 
who  bore  the  nam^  of  Jacob  and  Mary  C. 
(Trumm)  Baumgi-as.  In  that,  their  native  place, 
they  abode  until  1840,  when  in  their  maturity  they 
emigrated  to  the  New  World  and  located  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.  The  father  followed  the  occii|iation  of 
an  ornamental  painter,  and  was  a  man  of  sterling 
princij>les  and  unswerving  industry.     It  was  dur- 


ing the  residence  of  the  family  in  Syracuse  that  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  bom  No- 
vember 21,  1848.  He  was  reared  inhis  native 
city,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  very  liberal 
education,and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
in  1865.  He  entered  upon  his  studies  with  earnest- 
ness and  ei>thusiasin,  and  early  in  life  manifested  a 
predilection  for  a  deeper  insight  into  history  and. 
philosophy.  To  say  that  he  improved  all  his  op- 
portunities to  their  fullest  extent,  is  but  relating 
what  actually  occurred. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  the  father  feeling  that  bet- 
ter opportunities  would  be  afCoided  to  him  and  hi-i 
childien,of  whom  ho  had  seven,  named  Henii 
I'etei  Loiiia,  Daniel  \  ,  Lhzibeth,  lacob  i-r  Catli- 
eiine  and  Josephine  in  the  iapidl>  giowing  West  ■ 
decided  to  locate  in  this  State  Accoidmgly  he 
I  ame  hither  and  at  once  puicliased  1  tiact  of  one 
hundred  and  flft\  acres  Aftei  Jacob  was  gmdn- 
ttcd  ht,  worked  foi  his  fathei  untilhe  was  twenty 
one  yeai-.  of  age  and  in  the  meantime  gamed  i 
piacticil  knowledge  of  agiiculture  in  all  its  dep«ot 
ments  Wlien  he  attained  to  his  mijoiit^  Ins  t-i- 
ther  gave  into  Ins  charge  the  home  faim,  and  he 
was  its  mantgei  until  the  deatJi  of  latob  Baiini- 
.fia-  Si  when  the  old  homestead  passed  into  tin 
pos'^es-iou  of  tilt  son  It  was  Septemboi  24  18  10 
that  th(  fathei  closed  his  eves  to  the  scenes  f 
tilth  lea\in^  to  his  descendant*!  the  piecions  h  ^ 
at\  of  an  lionoiablc  life  The  wife  and  mothci 
stdl  suivives,  and  make«  her  home  in  Lansing 

Ihe  ploiiant  home  of  our  subject  is  piesidcd 
over  bv  a  lady  whose  refinement  and  cultuie  give 
t(i  hti  HI  open  sesinie  to  tht  most  cultuied  so 
ciet\  of  the  ti(nta!  cit\  ind  whose  noble  (jualitie- 
qualif\  In  I  to  idnuiabU  di-thaigt  hei  duties  n- 
wite  iiid  nn  lliei  She  was  known  in  maidenhood 
jis  (niohiH  I  Stadle  and  is  the  daughUi  ot  ^^ill 
nni  and  l^ui-a  (kinus)  Stadle  natives  of  (rerman^ 
and  Michigan  iespectivel> ,  who  now  lesidc  ui  Clin- 
ton County,  Mich.  Mrs.  Baumgras  was  bom  in 
the  city  of  Tjansing,  Jannary  9,  1859,  and  grew  to 
womanhood  under  her  father's  roof  which  she  lefl 
only  to  go  to  the  home  of  her  husband.  The  con- 
genial union  which  was  solemnized  September  19, 
1879,  has  been  blest  by  the  birth  of  five  children. 
as  follows:  Cecelia  L-,  bom  July  13, 1880;  Julius  P„ 
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January  11,  1882;  Elenora,  born  August  17,  1885, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  William  J.,  born 
September  15,  188H,  and  Peter  Jjouis,  the  young- 
est, born  August  1,  1889,  died  at  tlie  age  of  nine 
months. 

In  politics  Mr.  Baumgras  adheres  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  allliough  Le  is  not  a 
radical  partisan.  He  has  filled  many  positions  of 
responsibility,  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  com- 
mon schools  two  terms,  Township  Treasui-er,  and 
also  held  various  other  minor  offices.  Religiously 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum.  1 


JTOHN  SPANIER,  one  of  the  old  and  well 
I  established  business  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
I  County,  has  been  in  the  meat  business  in 
'  this  city  since  1859  and  is  the  oldest  dealer 
m  that  Ime  in  the  city.  He  was  born  in  Prussia, 
Geimanv,  August  18,  1836,  and  when  eighteen 
jears  old  came  in  1853  to  Deti'oit.  His  father  had 
been  a  butcher  in  Germany  and  lie  learned  the 
trade  there  in  his  boyhood.  Coming  to  Detroit 
he  first  obtained  a  position  in  a  shop  where  he 
learned  the  American  way  of  working.  He  con- 
tinued there  for  six  years  before  coming  to  Lan- 
sing and  in  1859  began  work  at  his  trade  for  A. 
Burch  remaining  with  him  for  nearly  twelve  years. 
He  is  probably  the  only  man  in  Lansing  who  ever 
thoroughly  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher,  as  most 
men  pick  up  their  experience  in  this  line  of  work 
irregularly. 

It  was  in  tlie  yeai-  of  1881  tliat  ilr.  Siwtnier 
Bta,rted  in  busiuefffl  for  himself,  locating  on  the  spot 
where  he  is  still  doing  business  at  No,  310  Wash- 
ington Avenue  North,  He  has  a  fine  location  and 
a  shop  sixty-six  feet  deep.  When  he  first  began 
he  bought  cattle  and  slaughtei-ed  for  himself,  but 
he  now  buys  dressed  beef  and  other  meats  and  has 
built  up  an  excellent  trade,  giving  lii;t  whole  atten- 
tion to  his  business.  Tlie  lady  willi  whom  he 
united  his  fortunes  in  1861,  is  a  native  of  his 


Fatherland,  and  was  born  in  Wurtemberg.  She 
came  to  this  country  when  three  years  old,  and 
reached  LansLng  in  1856,  her  parents  being  among 
the  early  eettlere  here.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Wiihelmina  Crobby,  and  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage witli  our  subject  upon  Christmas  Day,  1861. 
Five  childi-en  have  blessed  this  union,  Charles, 
who  now  has  a  market  on  Wasliington  Avenue 
South;  Frank,  who  is  with  his  father;  William,  who 
has  a  market  on  Michigan  Avenue;  Eva,  now  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Critchard;  and  John,  who  is  also 
with  his  fatlier  in  business.  The  father  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Templai-s  of  Temperance  which  is 
a  social  and  insurance  organization.  He  attends 
chui-ch  regularly  altliougti  he  was  brought  up  a 
Catholic  and  he  is  a  man  who  is  highly  spoken  of 
by  his  neighbors  as  possessing  a  character  worthy 
of  admiration.  His  handsome  brick  house  and 
excellent  brick  barn  on  Washtenaw  Street  West, 
adoi-n  a  l)eautiful  propertj-  which  may  well  be 
called  one  of  the  ornaments  of  Lansing.  The 
grounds  comprise  three  fine  lots  and  are  beauti- 
fully situated  and  the  house  is  one  which  he  built 
himself  and  is  well  adapted  to  the  comfort  and 
enjoyment  of  liis  family. 


UY  IT.  STOWELL.    There  is  only  one  thing 

5-,  better  than  having  a  reputation  for  integ- 
__  _,  rity  and  honorable  dealing,  and  that  is  to 
have  sucli  a  character;  and  when  a  man  hag  both 
the  chai-acter  and  the  reputation  he  has  something 
of  whicli  tlie  world  cannot  rob  him,  and  which 
men  of  wealth  who  are  deficient  in  these  respects 
may  well  desire.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  known  all  over  the  State,  as  he  has  been  for  some 
time  Curator  of  the  Michigan  State  Fair  Grounds 
at  Lansing,  He  received  that  appointment,  April 
1,  1884,  by  a  committee  who  had  the  matter  in 
charge,  wlio  were  Messrs.  .1.  X,  Smith,  B.  B.  Bakei- 
and  D.  Woodcock.  He  has  filled  his  office  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  has  also  earned 
for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  citj-  and 
among  the  officers  and  members  of  the  State  Agri- 
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cultural  Society,  It  is  unfortunate  that  his  health 
is  not  robust,  and  in  consequence  of  this  it  is  prob- 
able that  he  will  resign  his  position  in  October. 

During  the  busy  season  Mr.  Stowell  bas  from 
thirty-flve  to  forty  men  constantly  working  under 
his  dii-ections,  and  the  i-esponsibility  of  keeping 
everything  in  good  condition  and  in  first-cla&* 
order,  is  more  than  he  feels  that  he  can  longer  nn- 
dertake.  There  are  sixty-three  acres  in  the  gi-ounds 
and  fully  forty  buildings  besides  themcetrackand 
othei'  appurtenances,  and  the  responsibilities  are 
more  than  he  cares  to  retain. 

Mr.  Stowell  was  born  in  Mareellus,  N.  V.,  -July 
10,  18o5.  His  beloved  and  honored  parents.  Dr. 
Hiram  and  Olivia  (Bowen)  Stowell,  brought  him 
witli  (hem  to  Ann  Arbor  when  he  was  about  six 
months  old,  and  in  a  short  time  they  removed  to 
Clinton  County,  where  the  fatliei'  practiced  lii.s 
medical  profession  and  also  carried  on  a  farm.  Iri 
those  days  there  were  no  roads  except  Indian 
trails,  and  a  country  doctor  had  long  and  tediouis 
rides,  traveling  through  the  w<K>ds  to  I'cacli  the 
scattering  settlers.  Kveryhody  liad  the  ague  in 
those  days,  and  it  kept  tlie  doi-tors  bupy.  Al  thi' 
same  time  the  farm  was  to  Ik:  cleared  up  iind  cul- 
tivated. It  is  within  the  easy  recollet-tiou  of  our 
subject  when  not  a  ti-ee  was  cut  where  the  city  of 
I^ansing  now  stands.  He  also  remembers  many  of 
the  frighte  which  they  experienced  wlien  the  In- 
dians were  all  about  them,  and  they  feared  an  at- 
tack from  hostile  bands.  The  father  lived  four 
miles  east  of  DeWitt,  and  after  a  niunber  of  _\cnrs 
had  passed  he  erected  the  first  frame  building  wliicli 
was  ever  put  up  in  that  village.  He  continued 
in  practice  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was 
for  years  both  the  Township  and  County  Treasurer. 

Our  subject  lived  to  the  ajre  of  seventeen  years 
in  Clinton  County,  and  made  jiood  use  of  the  edu- 
cational advantages  afforded  him  in  the  district 
schools.  He  then  went  Noith  to  Minnesota,  locar 
ting  for  three  years  near  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  after 
which  he  returned  to  DeWitt  and  engaged  in  fann- 
ing for  a  number  of  ycai-s.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  .1.  Holmes,  of  DeWitt,  her 
father,  David  Holmes,  being  a  farmer  of  L'liadilla 
Township.  The  young  couple  removed  to  Sagi- 
naw, where  the^  lived  upon  a  f  aim  for  fifteen  yeai-s. 


and  then  purehased  a  farm  in  J>elta,  Eaton  County. 
Kive  yeai-s  later  Mr.  Stowell  received  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  which  he  now  holds,  and  which 
he  has  filled  with  much  satisfaction  to  all  con- 
cerned. The  five  children  who  have  come  to  his 
home  are  Elmer  D.,  William  G.,  Minnie  O.,  Ettie  .1. 
and  Coi-a,  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  R.  Garber, 
now  living  in  Middleville,  Barry  County,  and  all 
of  the  children  are  giving  great  satisfaction  to 
their  worthy  parents  who  feel  that  in  these  young 
lives  they  are  renewing  their  youth. 


^^^» ' 


lOBKHT  B,  SHANK  is  ii  good  type  of  the 
men  tliitt  the  city  of  Umsing,  Ingham 
County,  is  proud  of  producing.  He  was 
born  here  January  4,  1856, and  liasi'eceived 
his  education  both  in  school  and  out  of  school  in 
this  city,  lie  graduated  nt  the  High  School  and 
siK)n  after  went  into  the  store  of  .1,  .T.  Sidwa.>-. 
gr<icer.  He  remained  with  him  for  live  yeai-s, 
after  which  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself, 
starting  out  in  his  career  as  an  independent 
mereliaut  when  only  twenty  yeai^  of  age.  He  has 
continued  in  that  lino  ever  since.  He  has  occupied 
the  corner  store  of  the  (iovernment  building  for 
the  past  twelve  years  and  is  certain.  Providence 
permitting,  to  occupy  it  at  least  two  years  longer 
as  he  holds  the  lease  for  tliat  length  of  lime. 

Mr.  Shank  is  the  proprietor  of  the  latest  staple 
and  fancy  grocery  house  in  I^nsing.  He  also 
carries  on  a  fine  jobbing  trade  in  connection  with 
his  business,  having  in  his  employ  ten  men  and  ii 
book-keei)er.  His  beginning  in  this  line  was  very 
modest,  as  he  had  bnt  small  capital  and  was  so 
young  he  could  not  presume  to  ask  for  heavy 
backing.  However,  he  has  never  been  discouraged 
and  his  trade  has  grown  until  it  is  now  doubtless 
the  largest  in  tbc  city. 

It  is  gratifyiug  to  Imj  assured  by  traveling  men 
who  are  <ionstantly  visiting  the  largest  stores 
throughout  the  State  that  Mr.  Shank  is  doing  as 
large  a  business  as  any  house  la  the  State  of  Mich,- 
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igan.  wIki  an-  duitiii'  a  sti'ictly  gi'oeerv  business 
that  (Joes  not  iudude  liijuors  or  meate.  His  suc- 
ce^  him  been  assui-ed  by  the  fact  t)iat  he  deals  on 
II  striotly  tash  batii^.  Not  only  does  he  require 
cash  payment  from  his  ciistomei-s,  but  by  his  own 


■  enabled  to  jjet  ■ 
md  fancy  goods  at  the 
very  large  lino  of  the 
!,  wliich  lias  a  twenty- 
mc  hundred  and  thirt\-- 
erllowina'  with  tjip 
es  the  cellar.     (Kn- 


prompt  cash  jtayments  he 

best  articles  in  both  staj 

lowest  prices.     He  carrit 

lincfjt   stock  and   his  s 

scveu  foot  fi-ontage  and  is  o 

live    feet  deep,  is  filled  to 

I'hoieest  supplies.     He  also 

subject  does  not  find  a  great  deal  of  time  forsecret 

societies  or  work  outside  of  his  legitimate  busincis. 

He  is,  however,  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  very 

popular  man  in  his  lodge.     He  has  been  Alderman 

for  the  Second  Ward  for  two  yeai*.  Viaving  for  liis 

opponent  his  bi-other,  Dr.  Rush  J,  Slianlc. 

Mr.  Shank  has  a  very  pleasant  home  wliicli  i,- 
located  on  Allegan  Street.  His  wife  was,  prior  to 
her  mamage,  a  Miss  Ella  Edwards,  a  daughter  of 
B.  F.  Kdwards  of  this  city,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Keed  'City.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized 
January  21,  1H81.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of 
this  marriage.  They  are  by  name  Eva  and  Jessie, 
bright, vivacious  young  j>eople  who  promise  to  equal, 
if  not  excel,  their  parents'  business  capacity.  Mre. 
Shank  is  a  woman  with  progressive  ideas  and  ten- 
dencies. She  has  not  allowed  herself  to  be  isolated 
in  her  home  because  of  the  advent  of  lier  little  ones, 
;iltliough  she  cares  for  them  most  tenderly.  She 
is  a  memlier  of  the  Ladies'  Library  Club,  which 
has  been  instrumental  in  accomplishing  much 
good  iu  the  city.  Both  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Shank 
iit'e  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


Tlf ,  (.      HEDGES,   ft    prominent    pharmacist   of 

If  Jij  Noith  Lansing,  and  an  enterprising  and 
4l^^  public-spirited  citizen,  was  born  in  Owosso, 
'^  Shiawassee  County,  July  31,  1849,  and 
theiefoie  calls  the  Wolverine  State  his  native 
home.  His  father,  Joseph  L.  Hedges,  was  bom  in 
Trnxton.  X.  Y.,  was  a  son  of  Lewis  Hedges,  a  Ver- 


monter  by  birth,  who  removed  to  the  Empire 
State  many  years  ago  and  in  1824  came  to  Oak- 
land County,  where  he  located  and  engaged  in  the 
business  of  a  tanner  and  currier.  He  there  remained 
until  his  dejith,  which  (K^eurred  in  1826. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  clothier  and 
manufactui-er  of  woolens  iu  Pontiac.  whence  he 
went  to  Fenlon,  then  to  Owosso,  Itecoming  one  of 
the  early  settlei-s  there  in  1848.  He  entered  into 
partnership  with  Daniel  (lOuld,  by  whom  he  suf- 
fered losses,  and  he  later  removed  his  woolen  mill 
to  Coninna,  where  he  continued  his  business. 
Aftei'  residing  there  for  some  time  he  removed 
firat  to  Lansing,  then  to  Pontiac,  and  then  back 
again  to  Lansing.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  while  living 
in    Owosso    filled    the    otBee    of   Justice    of   the 

Emily  Colister  is  the  maiden  name  of  her  who 
became  the  mother  of  our  subject.  She  was  born 
in  Honoyoe,  N.  Y.,  and  wasthedaiighterof  Robert 
Colister,  who  came  from  Scotland  to  this  country 
when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  became  an  early 
settler  near  Laingsburg.  taking  a  rough  farm  in 
Victor  Township,  Clinton  County,  and  devoting 
himself  to  its  improvement  and  culture.  She  was  a 
woman  of  earnest  religious  character  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh,  in  the 
doctrines  and  practices  of  which  she  faithfully 
brought  up  her  four  children,  of  wiiom  our  subject 
is  the  youngest. 

When  young  Hedges  was  ten  years  old  he  went 
to  Corunna,  where  he  at  once  entered  the  woolen 
factory,  and  although  he  was  so  young  he  learned 
the  business,  because  help  was-  then  so  scarce  on 
account  of  the  war.  After  this  he  came  to  Lan- 
sing for  a  short  time  and  thence  went  to  Pontiac 
where  his  father  had  charge  of  the  Paddock  fac- 
tory, with  which  he  remained  until  it  was  organ- 
ized into  a  stock  company.  Judge  Paddock,  whose 
name  the  factory  bore,  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
Joseph  Hedges.  In  1868,  the  young  man  took 
charge  of  a  department  in  the  factory,  superin- 
tending the  weaving  and  spinning  for  five  years, 
except  during  one  year  when  he  was  at  Flint, 
where  he  served  the  Stone  &  Willard  Mill. 

M''.  Hedges  came  to  Lansing  in  1873,  and  bought 
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a  liiilf  interest  in  a  drug  stoi*,  forming  a  partner- 
siiip  with  Samuel  C.  Smith,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Smith  &  Hedges.  With  this  partner  as  an  ex- 
pert, he  act  to  work  to  learn  the  business,  and 
they  remained  together  for  eighteen  mouths  when 
F.  I.  Moore  came  into  the  business  as  apartnerand 
remained  with  him  until  June,  1879,  at  which  time 
he  changed  partners,  taking  Mr.  J.  A.  Beok.  T!ie 
Arm  name  was  now  Hedges  &  Reck,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  foi-mation  of  that  partnership  tlie  busi- 
ness was  moved  into  the  stand  whei-e  it  now  ex- 
ists, witli  a  fine  line  of  general  drugs. 

At  tlie  time  Mj-.  Hedges  started  in  business,  in 
1873,  he  had  been  intending  to  open  a  book  store 
in   Ludington,  and  had   pui-cliased   a  stock,  but  . 
couldnot  find  a  suitable    place   there  and  in  order   '■■ 
to  open,  decided  to    buy  a    drug  store  which  was 
then  standing,  and  to  its  stock  add  books  and  sta- 
tionery.    Besides  the  stock  of  a  pharmacist,    our 
subject  and  his  partner,    Mr.  Reck,  handled  paints   ' 
and  oils  and  other  incidental  goods  which  are  usu- 
ally found  in  a  firat-class   store  of  this  kind.     He 
has  prospered  so  as  to  place   his  family  in  a  pleas-   j 
ant  home  at  No.  915  Washington  Avenue,  and  be-   j 
sides  this  property  owns  two  other  residences.  ( 

The  marriage  of  Mr.    Hedges   to  Miss  Louisa  J.    j 
Gibson  took  place  ia  Lansing  in  1875,     This  lady   j 
is  a  native  of  the  Empire    State,    but  having  been   ] 
brought  hither  in   early  childhood,  received   her   j 
girlhood  training    and   education  here.     She  was 
early  fitted  for  the  position  of  a  teacher  and  offi- 
ciated in  the  Lansing  schools  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage.    Two  interesting  children  bless  this  home —   ; 
Florence  and  J.  Harold. 

The  interest  which  Mi-,  and  Mrs,  Hedges  have  i 
evinced  in  educational  matters  has  ever  been  a  j 
benefit  to  tlie  schools  of  Lansing,  and  for  five  years  ' 
Mr.  Hedges  was  on  the  Board  of  Education,  during  ! 
which  time  he  filled  the  Chairmanship  of  the  com-  | 
mittee  on  finance.  He  is  identified  with  the  Inde-  ! 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  in  whicli  organization  he  lias  been  Sec-  1 
retary  since  1879,  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Conn-  j 
cil  of  Micliigan,  and  has  seen  steady  promotion  in  j 
the  order,  as  he  has  worked  Ins  way  from  Grand  ■ 
Sentry  through  the  line  to  Grand  Orator.  He  also  I 
belongs  to  the  Modern    Woodmen    of  America,  in   | 


which  he  holds  the  second  higliest  office  in  the 
United  States,  being  Head  Advisory  in  that  body. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  meetings  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  Springfield,  111.  Besides  the  orders  just 
named  he  belongs  to  the  Knight  of  the  Macca- 
bees. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hedges  is  a  Republican  of  the 
true-blue  variety  and  adheres  to  that  party  "first, 
last  and  always."  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
fire  department  of  Lansing  since  1873,  and  is  Cap- 
tain of  Department  No,  2,  His  excellent  wife  is 
an  earnest  and  efficient  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chui-ch.  The  hunter's  and  fisher's 
sports  are  very  attractive  to  this  gentleman  and  in 
tliem  he  finds  a  needed  relief  from  the  perplexities 
and  cares  of  business  life. 


-$#^^^ ,.., 


'SpslJ:)WIN  H.  WHITNEY  is  Grand  Scribe  of 
fe]  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  Independent 
J'—^  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  also  the  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Ixidge  of  the  same  society. 
This  position  he  has  held  continuously  since  1874, 
at  which  time  the  membership  numbered  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty,  there  being 
sixty-one  encampments  and  one  hundred  and 
eighty-seven  lodges.  There  are  now  four  hundred 
and  six  lodges  and  a  membership  of  twenty-two 
thousand. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  T., 
August  5,  1827,  His  father  was  Dennis  Whitney, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  until  twelve  years  of  age 
our  subject  lived  on  the  home  place.  Then  the 
family  moved  to  Niagara  County,  N.T.,  and  there 
the  original  of  our  sketch  received  his  education, 
first  attending  the  Allen's  Hill  (Ontario  County) 
Academy,  and  later  the  Boyalton  Center  Academy 
of  Niagara  County.  After  that  he  remained  until 
18i5  at  Royalton  Center  when  he  came  alone  to 
Pontiac,  Mich. 

Soon  after  his  advent  into  this  State  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  fortunate  enough  to  secure  a  position  in 
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the  otticc  of  the  County  Trea,siirfr.  He  i-eniained 
there  iot-  two  years  unci  llieii  went  into  the  ('ouiity 
Regisliai'f!  ottice,  where  lie  remained  for  four  years, 
after  whieh  he  eame  to  Lansing  in  1851,  and  this 
city  has  ever  since  been  liis  liome,  (.)n  eoniinj>: 
here  lie  secni'ed  a  position  in  tlie  State  Tj'easurer's 
offlee  and  Inter  in  the  State  Land  Offlee  nntil 
IK;')?. 

[n  1857  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing 
went  to  Detroit  and  for  three  veal's  was  engaged 
ill  the  Ignited  States  Custom  House  and  for  one 
;\'ear  was  L'nited  States  Marshal,  sharing  the  office 
witli  R  W.  Davis,  who  was  at  that  time  Marshal. 
Jn  1861  Mr.  Whitney  returned  to  Lansing  and 
transferred  his  interest."  from  State  work  to  mer- 
chandise, dealing  in  the  jiardware  business  until 
1877  when  he  sold  out.  Three  yeare  previous 
to  the  sale  of  his  hardware  interests  he  had 
been  elected  to  his  present  offices  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  giving  his  attention  exclusively 
to  this.  The  city  bears  a  very  diffemnt  aspect  now 
from  what  it  did  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
made  his  entrance  here.  At  that  time  it  was  tint 
jjartially  cleared  and  presented  for  the  most  (tart  a 
di'eary  waste  of  stumps,  thei'C  being  logs  in  every 
sti'eet.  He  purchased  land,  however,  which  he  was 
wise  enough  to  hold  and  now  has  a  valuable  tract 
and  a  very  pleasant  home. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  representing  the  Fourth 
Ward.  He  has  also  been  on  the  Boaitl  of  Kduca- 
tion  for  the  same  length  of  time  and  reprasenting 
the  same  ward.  Although  such  an  enthusiastic 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
our  subject  is  also  a  Knight  Templai-.  In  cbui-ch 
relations  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  having  been  a 
Vestryman  for  some  time.  He  was  so  elected  on 
the  iirst  Board  in  1855  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  of  his  absence  in  Detroit  he  has  been  in 
service  for  twenty  years. 

Feeling  th^t  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone  Mi",  Whitney  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Jennie  Dodge,  of  Ypsilanti,  their  marriage 
being  solemnized  May  17,  1859.  Since  that  time 
thi-ee  children  have  come  to  them.  They  have 
now  reached  the  estate  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  are  respected  and  honored  citizens.    The 


eldest  is  Kdwin  D..  now  a  resident  of  I'ortland, 
(Jre.;  .lennie  E.  is  the  wife  of  W.  K.  I'rudeu  and 
lias  a  delightful  home  in  this  city;  Lewis  D.  is  also 
a  lesident  of  this  city. 


*-^^^l| 


1^^^^- 


,l[..-^  ON.  MAliCI.'S  M.  ATWOOI).  At  the  time 
rjjl  when  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
'J^^  Michigan  there  were  only  five  log  cabins  in 
1^  what  is  now  Iiigliam  Township,  two  of 
which  were  upon  the  Atwood  Homestead,  and  seven 
t.imilies  constituted  the  population  of  the  town- 
ship. It  was  all  an  unbroken  and  dense  forest  and 
not  a  tree  had  been  felled  nor  a  sod  turned.  Indians 
were  scattered  all  about  and  wild  game  abounded 
and  here  they  endured  many  hardships  and  did 
thorough  and  genuine  pioneer  work, 

Mr.  Atwood,  who  is  a  lawyer  at  Dansville,  Ing- 
ham County,  was  born  in  Homer,  Cortland  County 
N.  v.,  .lanuary  3,  1826.  His  parents  were  Zenaa 
and  Hulda  (Purinton)  Atwood,  natives  of  Frank- 
lin County,  Mass.,  where  they  passed  their  youth 
and  were  married.  Tlieir  first  wedded  home  was 
in  Graton,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
settled  in  1815  and  later  removed  to  Homer.  In 
1836  they  made  their  removal  to  Michigan,  he 
coming  eai-ly  in  the  spring  by  way  of  the  lakes  to 
Detroit,  and  then  taking  ox-team  from  that  city  to 
the  new  homestead.  He  located  ujjon  eighty  acres 
of  Governm'.'rit  land  in  Ingham  County,  and  built 
a  log  house,  to  which  he  brought  his  family  in  the 
fall.  Both  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Zenas  Atwood  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  this  township,  remain- 
ing on  the  farm  most  of  the  time.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  in  October,  1850,and 
his  wife  survived  nntil  1875,  when  she  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  yeai-s. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  a  plain  hard- 
working man,  who  was  faithful  in  all  his  duties 
but  was  not  one  who  accumulated  much  property, 
neither  did  he  give  his  time  to  public  service,  ex- 
cept on  one  occasion  when  he  acted  as  Assessor  of 
his  township.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  even 
at  the  early  date  previous  to  his  death,  and  was 


I  lo&tod  by 


Google 


S72 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


man  of  firm  convictions.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  active  and  efBcient  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a  Deacon  from  the  date 
of  the  or^nization  of  the  Dansville  Church,  until 
his  death.  His  parents  were  New  England  people 
of  £ng:lish  origin,  and  his  wife's  parents  came  from 
the  same  section  and  were  descended  from  English 
and  Fi-eneh  stock.  Joseph  Purinton,  Iiis  wife's 
father,  was  a  Itevolutionary  soldier  and  lie  himself 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Eight  children  were 
granted  him  and  his  worthy  helpmate,  namely: 
Pearly,  Almira,  Lucy,  Hoi-ace,  Henry  P.,  Mercy  C, 
Martin  S.,  and  Marcus  M.,  the  two  latter  being 
twins. 

The  first  ten  years  of  our  subject's  life  were 
spent  upon  the  farm  in  New  York  and  he  came 
with  his  parent)  to  Michigan  in  1836,  remaining 
with  them  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen. 
After  leaving  home  he  supplemented  the  studies 
which  he  had  taken  in  the  district  schools  by  at- 
tending the  Leoni  Institute  and  the  Orass  Lake 
Academy  in  Jackson  County.  Later  he  went  to 
Ann  Arbor  and  read  law  with  Norton  B.  Ramsdel, 
remaining  with  him  for  two  or  three  years.  He 
then  began  teaching  and  remained  for  twenty-two 
terms  at  the  teacher's  desk.  In  1852  he  settled 
down  upon  a  farm  in  Ingham  Township,  and  for 
several  years  gave  his  attention  to  fanning  and  the 
rest  of  the  time  to  the  practice  of  law,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Mason,  Mich.  In  1858  he  gave 
up  farming  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  en- 
tirely to  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Dansville.  Hav- 
ing won  the  confidence  of  the  people  he  now 
enjoys  a  Large  and  lucrative  pi'actice,  and  is  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  courts  in  the  State.  Mr.  Atwood  's 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  for  Zachary  Taylor.  His  earliest  official  po- 
sition was  that  of  township  Clerk  of  Ingham 
Township,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1849,  and  in 
1850  he  held  the  same  office  in  Slockbridge  Town- 
ship. 

In  1866  Mr.  Atwood  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Ingliam  Township,  and  held  that  office 
for  twenty  consecutive  years,  although  he  did  not 
devote  himself  exclusively  to  it.  It  was  in  1860 
that  the  Democratic  party  elected  him  to  the  Michi- 
gan State  Legislature  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the 


same  office  in  1870.  He  served  in  both  i 
with  honor  to  himself  and  profit  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  During  the  fii-st  session  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies  and  the 
Judiciary  Committee  and  in  the  last  session  he 
Ix^longed  to  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs  and 
Elections.  He  has  been  for  thirty-three  years 
President  of  the  village  of  Dansville,  and  since  his 
service  in  the  Legislature  has  been  giving  his  en- 
tire attention  to  his  professional  duties.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and 
Commandery  of  the  F,  &  A.  M.  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows  order. 

The  lady  who  became  Mrs.  Atwood  in  the  month 
of  April  1863  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Louisa  J. 
Skadan.  Her  home  was  in  the  township  of  Ing- 
ham, this  comity  and  she  was  born  in  Sennett, 
Cayuga  County,  December  25, 1836.  Her  parents, 
Saniuel  and  Irene  (Shedon)  Skadan,  were  both  na- 
tives of  the  Empii-e  Slate  who  settled  in  this  town- 
ship in  1840.  The  social  position  of  the  Hon.  M. 
M.  Atwood  and  wife  is  exceptionally  good  and 
their  home  is  the  center  of  a,  true  and  genuine 
hospitality.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  village 
council  twelve  years  and  was  President  of  the  vil- 
lage eleven  years. 


JAMES  H.  SHAFER.  It  is  sometimes  thought 
by  superficial  people,  who  know  nothing  of 
agriculture,  that  no  special  intelligence  is 
required  to  till  the  soil,  and  indeed,  if  the 
mechanical  work  were  all  that  is  necessary,  this 
would  be  so,  but,  as  in  every  branch  of  industry, 
the  thoughtful  and  logical  carrying  out  of  theories 
that  have  been  proved  by  ex[>eriment  and  science 
is  found  to  be  advantageous  and  to  the  profit  of 
the  farmer.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  of  the  class 
who  believes  in  progression  and  advancement.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  on  section  3,  of  Vevay 
Township, Ingham  County,  and  although  a  general 
farmer,  devotes  himself  especially  to  the  work  of 
stock-raisin  g,- 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  city  of  Mason,  Ing- 
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ham  County,  this  State,  July  11,  1843.  He  i?  the 
son  of  Geoi^e  W.  and  Deborah  (Horten)  Shafer, 
natives  of  New  York,  The  father,  whose  home 
was  in  Mason,  owned  some  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  near  the  city,  so  while  our  subjet't 
lived  ill  the  city  until  he  was  about  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  was  at  the  same  time  engaged  in 
fanning.  He  received  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  appreciating  the  value  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  books  and  seienees  has  for  men,  he  made 
the  best  of  his  opportunities,  and  is  to-day  a  man 
of  culture  and  education, 

Mr.  Shafer's  marriage  took  place  November  8, 
1870,  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Lucy 
E.  Saxton,  a  daughter  of  N.  S.  and  Eliza  (Fuller) 
8aston,  She  was  bom  in  Knox  County,  Ohio, 
September  4,  1851.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
New  York,  About  two  years  after  his  marriage 
3Ir,  Shafer  went  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  where  he 
made  his  residence  for  some  two  years.  On  his  re- 
turn he  i-emoVed  to  the  farm,  and  has  here  since 
lived.  Although  our  subject  is  independent  in 
politics,  voting  for  the  man  that  ho  thinks  best 
fitted  for  the  position  in  question,  his  sympathies 
liave  been,  as  a  rule,  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  that  political  (>ody  has  received  the  weight  of 
his  vote  and  inttuence.  He  has  his  preference  by 
inheritance  as  well  as  choice,  as  his  father  was  also 
a  liepubiican.  In  1882  our  subject  received  the 
honor  of  an  election  to  the  post  of  Supervisor  of 
Vevay  Township,  and  has  been  re-elected  to  the 
olHce  seven  times  since. 


-■•*-#^#-J- 


^W  LFRED     WISE. 


One    of    the    prominent 
the    city    of    Lansing,    Ingham 
///  IS    County,  who  has  been  active  in  encour- 
(^  aging  industries  of  intrinsic  worth  to   the 

city,  as  well  as  the  upbuilding  and  perfecting  of 
older  institutions,  is  the  gentleman  whose  portrait 
appeal's  on  the  opposite  page.  By  parentage,  birth 
and  education' he  is  an  Englishman.  The  place  of 
his  nativity  was  the  county  of  Kent,  England,  and 
his  natal  day  December  20,  1827,     He  received  his 


education  in  England  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1849,  lirst  locating  in  New  York  City. 
Thence  he  went  to  Ohio  and  in  1856  came  to  this 
city  and  made  a  permanent  location,  engaging  as 
a  contractor  and  builder, 

Mr,  Wise  is  the  Presidentof  the  Union  Building 
lit  Loan  Association  and  also  President  of  the  city 
water  works  during  their  construction  and  for 
three  years  after  their  completion.  Considering 
the  age  of  the  place  he  is  an  old  settler  here  and 
taking  into  account  his  energy  has  accomplished  a 
very  great  deal  for  the  city.  At  an  early  day  he 
was  connected  with  the  building  of  many  of  the 
prominent  edifices  in  the  city,  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  that  line  until  1889.  In  the  meantime  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  was  given  to  the  ei-ect- 
ing  of  mills  for  the  making  of  sash,  doors  and 
blinds  and  also  planing  mills. 

When  our  subject  came  to  Lansing  it  was  a  mere 
village,  not  being  organized  as  a  city  until  1858. 
After  its  incorporation  as  a  city  Mr.  Wise  held  a 
number  of  minor  oflices.  He  was  for  three  terms 
elected  as  Alderman  for  the  Fifth  Ward,  each  term 
being  for  two  years.  When  the  water  works  were 
erected  in  1886  our  subject  was  elected  Pi-esident 
and  maintained  this  position,  being  also  General 
Superintendent  of  Construction  for  three  years.  A 
standpipe  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty  feet  in  height 
was  built.  He  also  superintended  the  putting  in 
of  the  mains  on  the  principal  streets,  which  en- 
tailed an  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money. 
Socially  Mr.  Wise  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  in  Lodge  No,  33,  of  I^nsing,  lie  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Whitefleld  of  Kent,  England,  their 
wedding  being  celebrated  May  13,  1849,  Two 
children,  who  are  still  living,  are  the  fruit  of  this 
mariiage.  They  are  Samuel  Lord,  who  is  an  artist 
in  this  city,  and  William  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  sash,  doors  and  blinds  in  Chicago, 
111.  Mr.  Wise  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist,  its  prin- 
ciples having  been  bis  for  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  that  party  in  this  State  and 
never  fails  to  use  his  influence  in  this  direction. 
The  honor  has  been  paid  our  subject  of  a  nominal 
tion  to  the  Mayoralty  of  the  city.  He  has,  how- 
ever, declined  to  serve  in  this  capacity,  his  private 
aflairsconsuming  all  his  time.     He  has,  however, 


,  Google 


37(i 


1X)RTKA1T  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBIM. 


acted  upon  the  Board  of  Healtli  and  In  this  ca- 
iweilj'  lias  done  effit-ient  work.  Mr.  Wise  is  a  man 
of  flue  literary  tastes  and  iw  llie  owner  of  a  large 
!uid  weli-sclecied  library  that  fomprijtew  the  works 
of  the  Ktandard  English  and  American  writers. 
His  t)cnntifnl  home  is  located  on  Townsend  Street, 
opposite  (!entml  Park,  one  of  the  finest  locations 
in  the  city  and  the  house  in  itself  is  jwrfect  in  all 
its  appointments  and  fnmisliing. 

The  Union  Bnihling  Ar  Ixian  Association  of 
which  our  subject  is  President  was  organized  .Tune 
I,  1886,  with  a  capital  stock  of  *1 ,000,000.  Our 
subject  as  one  of  its  most  active  organizers  was 
elected  its  first  Piesident,  the  other  officers  being 
Nelson  Bradley  who  is  Treasui-er  and  Mr.  R.  A. 
Clark,  who  held  the  jxisition  of  Secretary  tor  two 
years.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  E.  I.  Faster  wlio 
held  the  position  for  one  year.  The  present  in- 
cnmbentof  the  jjositioiiis  H.  !>.. Bartholomew, who 
has  been  Secretary  for  two  yeai-s.  Their  place  of 
business  is  located  on  Michigan  j\ venue  and  they 
have  a.  most  satisfaetorv  and  prosiwrous  local 
business. 


lj=i\iERT  M.  aOlILlX  The  "moulders  of  pub- 
|LrS.  lii'  opinion  "  in  Micliigaii  ai-e  a  class  of  men 
ij^  JJ  of  whom  the  State  may  well  feel  proud,  as 
^^^  they  have  shown  themselves  citizens  of  value 
and  hel{iers  in  every  plan  for  promoting  the  prog- 
leas  and  welfare  of  the  State.  Even  the  younger 
members  of  the  newspaper  fraternity  in  the  Wol- 
veiine  State  while  they  have  not  had  the  experience 
and  perhaps  do  not  possess  the  sagacity  of  tlieii- 
older  brothers,  do  evince  a  spirit  of  enterpi-ise  and 
a  hearty  good  will  which  is  a  positive  factor  in  the 
development  of  oui'  i-esource«  and  a  stimulus  to 
progi-ess. 

The  editor  of  the  Leslie  Local  was  born  in  Tomp- 
kins Township,  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  Octflber 
20,  1835.  His  worthy  pai-ents,  George  and  Roaiin 
(Bannister)  Gould,  were  natives  of  New  I'ork  who 
came  tjj  Michigan   in   early    days.     George  GOuid 


was  only  ten  years  old  whvu  \n-  iO  lived  here  in  l»<:i.j, 
and  the  young  ijirl  ulio  iva^  doslincd  to  bcw.me 
his  wife  was  brought  then;  by  her  parent-"  in  1837. 
In  Tompkins  Townsliip  they  grew  t^:)  maturity,  met. 
loved  and  wedded  and  thei-e  they  still  live,  being 
in  comfoi'table  oircinnstnnces,  tliej'  have  farmed  all 
theirlives.heginuingwith  nothing  and  gaining  tlieir 
excellent  farm  by  their  iiwn  efforts,  (^ur  subject's 
I  father  was  attat^hed  tu  the  Republican  party  until 
I  Peter  Cooi>er  originated  tUe  (Greenback  |)arly,  sinet* 
'  which  time  lie  lias  been  a  (ireeii backer  and  a  laboi' 
man.  For  several  terms  he  lias  served  his  fell<iw 
citizens  as  .histice  of  the  Peai;«  and  he  is  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  Gi-angei-s.  Tlii-ec  children  constitu- 
ted his  household:  Edgar,  Bert  and  Cora  M. 

I'lxtn  his  father's  farm,  young  (iould  grew  lo 
manhood  taking  his  schooling  in  the  district  school 
of  Tompkins  Township,  Jackson  County,  coming 
to  Ixslie,  Ingham  t.'ounty  to  take  his  High  School 
eoiu-se.  In  188.'J,  lie  entered  the  office  of  the  Leslie 
Local  and  thei-e  he  learned  the  printer's  tmde,  pie- 
paiing  himself  practically  and  thoroughly  for  the 
work  whicli  he  now  ha»  in  hand.  For  alK)ut  two 
vein's  he  mad  law  in  the  olfice  of  F.  C.  Woodworth 
Imt  befoi-e  being  admitted  to  tlie  liar  an  opening 
pivsentfd  itself  for  him  tti  liecoine  the  pro|»rie- 
toi-  of  the  Local  and  he  at  <mce  seized  this  oppor- 
tunity which  was  direetlj'  in  tlje  line  of  his  incliii- 
.itions  and  l>ecAme  the  proprietor  and  editor  of  this 
jiaper.  His  first  connection  with  the  Local  in  this 
way  was  in  the  fall  of  1886  as  he  entered  into  |)art- 
nei'ship  with  Mr.  W(>odwortli  but  he  suli^eiiuentlv 
pui-chased  the  entire  paper. 

Mr.  Gould  is  independent  in  politics  and  h'\s 
imi>er  is  of  the  same  stripe.  He  has  worked  up  a 
good  circulation  and  has  brought  himself  unaided 
to  the  excellent  position  wliicli  he  now  holds.  Re- 
sides this  newg|japer  business  he  finds  time  U)  attend 
U}  tlie  duties  of  his  office  as  Village  Clerk,  He  lias 
reached  the  third  degree  in  the  Fi-ee  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  belongs  to  the  lnde})endeiit  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows. 

A  happy  home  life  ojiened  liefore  our  subject, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage  Dw'CniberSt,  I88fi, 
with  Miss  Nellie  Austin,  of  Leslie,  a  native  of  Les- 
lie Township,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  .\ustin. 
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and  Ills  liappiness  has  been  clouded  onlj-  by  the 
death  of  their  one  child,  little  Jay,  who  was  boni 
October  15,  1887,  and  died  July  12,  1890.  Mr. 
Gould  gives  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  most 
useful  citizens  not  only  of  Leslie  but  also  of  Ing- 
iiam  County. 


i^^il-^-i^il^!#i 


lw\  ^*^*^^*'^  ''■  MURRAY.  He  of  whom  we 
I  |l\  write  is  Mayor  of  the  beautiful  city  of 
W  H)  Mason,  the  county  seat  of  Ingham  County, 
*  this  State.     He  is  also  station  agent  on  the 

Michigiin  Central  road.  He  has  been  elected  to  liis 
present  high  position  in  the  municipality,  not  be- 
canse  of  iiionied  influence,  but  because  of  fitness  for 
the  place  that  he  occupies.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
town  should  place  in  its  highest  offices  those  who 
by  birth  have  the  interests  of  the  locality  most  at 
he^rt,  and  as  our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  State, 
he  naturally  takes  a  pride  in  its  welfare  tliat  an 
alien  would  not  readily  feel.  He  was  born  at  Bat- 
tle Creek,  Mich.,  April  18,  1847,andis  the  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (McGraw)  Murray,  natives  of  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Ann 
Arbor  where  they  were  mnri'ied.  The  niotlier  came 
hither  to  Ann  Arbor  on  the  iii-st  railroad  train 
tiiat  ever  ran  into  the  city. 

Mr.  Murray's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm 
in  Ijivingston  County  which  his  parents  had  pur- 
chased upon  coming  into  this  State.  He  received 
a  good  common-school  education,  educational  ad- 
vantages being  a  feature  to  which  the  young 
State  early  devoted  herself  to  perfecting  as  fully 
as  possible.  He  remained  at  home  until  twenty- 
thi-ee  years  of  age  and  then  began  to  do  forhimself. 
Having  in  his  young  manhood  suffered  intensely 
from  rheumatism,  he  was  induced  to  abandon  farm- 
ing and  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,at  which  place  he 
attended  a  school  of  telegraphy,  after  which,  being 
an  expert  operator,  he  went  into  an  oflice  in  How- 
ell, Livingston  Countj^,  Mich.,  where  he  finished 
his  practical  course,  and  became  a  night  oi)erator, 
holding  this  position  for  about  one  year. 

On  removing  to  Metamora,  Lapeer  County,  Midi. 


our  subject  became  station  agent,  in  which  place 
he  remained  for  three  years  in  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Centra!  railroad.  He  then  removed  to 
Colwell,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  then 
again  moved  to  North  Lansing,  being  atthat  place 
chief  clerk  for  the  Michigan  Central  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  While  there  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Anna  L.Merriam,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sara 
Merriam.  She  was  bom  in  Green  Bay,  Green  Bay 
County,  Wis.,  .September  16, 1849.  Their  marriage 
took  place  October  23,  1875.  Three  years  later, 
Mr.  Muri-ay  moved  to  Mason,  where  he  has  ever 
since  had  the  position  of  station  agent. 

Our  subject  has  a  fine  residence  property  at  the 
corner  of  Oak  and  B.  Street,  worth  $2500.  The 
home  is  comfortable  and  attractive  and  is  charm- 
ingly located  and  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  lawn 
and  fine  shade  trees,  Mr.  Murray  is  a  Democi'at  in 
his  political  faith  and  following,  but  has  never  in- 
terested himself  in  politics.  The  post  that  he  now 
holds  was  unsought  and  unsolicited,  his  party  mak- 
ing him  a  candidate  fertile  May  oral  ity,  and  he  has 
fliled  the  position  t«  tlie  best  of  his  ability  since  that 
time,  having  been  re-elected  for  the  third  time,  and 
receiving  the  compliment  and  honor  the  last  time 
of  a  greater  majority  than  at  either  preceeding 
elections,  Mr,  Murray  has  ever  been  ready  out  of 
his  means  and  substance  to  help  those  in  trouble 
or  need,  making  the  gift  a  gi-acious  one  by  the  kind 
and  sympathetic  words  that  acicompanied  it.  He 
has  never  been  able  to  lay  by  any  amount  of  this 
world's  goods  because  of  the  fact  that  he  has  always 
found  some  one  who  needed  wliat  was  not  neces- 
sary to  iiimself. 


\1^,EV.  CHARLES  H.  BKALE,  pastor  of  the 
vj^  Plymouth  Congregational  Church  of  Lan- 
Li\^\  sing,  Ingham  County,  is  a  man  of  high 
^p;  attainments.  Of  a  finely  and  delicately 
balanced  nature,  spiritually  and  morally,  he  has 
always  taken  the  highest  stand.  A  man  of  fine 
education  and  good  address,  he  is  fitted  as  an  ora- 
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tin  t<i  |)CTfe(;t  the  good  work  that  liis  txaniple  an  a 
('lii')!itiaii  wtf  before  his  people.  Besides  eiii^agiiijj: 
ill  pa^toi'fll  work  he  it-  Setu'etary  of  t}ie  Bcaeoit  Piib- 
tishiiijr  Company,  is  editor  of  the  ]>aper  entitled 
Tlut  Be(«w«,  whieh  it*  a  joiirna!  devoted  to  the 
intei-estsandjfrowthof  theCongregationftl  fhiiri'lies 
in  ttie  8tat4^  of  Michigan. 

Dur  subject  was  born  in  Piiti'hogue.  I,.  I.,  ?v.  Y.. 
August  20.  1854.  Hi»  father  was  l*rof.  ]>avid  B. 
Beale,  also  8  native  of  the  same  plaee  with  our  sub- 
jet-t.  as  was  hi-,  wife.  The  Beales  eanie  from  Eng- 
land aliout  170().  Our  subject's  pat«rnal  gi-and- 
JaMier,  William  Heale,  na.i  a  fai-meriu  Ixiiig  Island 
and  there  dietl  in  1«55.  I'rof.  Beale,  our  subject's 
father,  was  a  teacher  and  was  the  gi'eater  portion 
of  liif  life  employed  in  educational  work.  He  was 
Superintendent  of  a  number  of  schools,  but  his 
ili'-tinction  as  an  educator  was  attained  at  the  pri- 
vate academy  of  which  he  was  President  at  North- 
port,  I..  1.  Tt  was  called  Hillside  Seminary.  When 
a  young  man  in  the  earl\'  part  of  1H62  he  enlisted 
u"  a  Sergeant  in  Company  1,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-ninth  New  York  fnfnntiy  and  waf  In 
the  campaign  of  the  .lames  River,  when  his  health 
failed.  He  i-eceived  his  discharge  while  yet  in 
hospital  after  two  j'Cars'  service  and  on  i-eturning 
t-o  hie  home  continued  conducting  his  private 
school.  The  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  had  to 
retire  from  active  duty  and  made  his  home  with 
iiur  subject.  lie  died  July  4,  1876,  at  a  picnic. 
immediately  after  his  son  had  delivered  an  address, 
having  strained  himself  in  getting  into  a  wagon 
to  return  home.  For  many  yeai-s  he  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Congregational  Chureh  and  offic- 
iated as  a  lay  preacher. 

Our  subject's  mother  was.  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage, Miss  Esther  Hallock  and  born  in  Smith- 
town,  L.  I,  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Hal- 
lock,  a  native  of  the  same  locality  and  was  des- 
cended from  Peter  Hallock,  said  to  be  the  fiiat 
white  settler  from  Connecticut  on  Ixing  Island. 
They  trace  their  ancestry  to  the  founders  of  the 
New  Haven  Colonyandback  toEngland.  Thomas 
Hallock  was  a  farmer  and  a  well-informed  and  able 
man.  Mrs.  Beale  i-esides  with  her  sons.  Our  sul)- 
ject's  father  had  been  married  previous  to  his 
union  with  the  present  Mi-s.  Beale  and  by  that 


marriage  lie  was  the  father  of  six  childron.  The 
second  marriage  re.aulted  in  the  birth  of  I'oiu  chil- 
dren, our  subject  lieing  the  second  one  of  these. 
Two  of  the  lirotliei-s  of  the  family  served  through 
the  Civil  War,  one  having  been  madea  Lieutenant, 
another  enlisting  at  sixteen  and  serving  tlimugh- 

The  oi'iginal  of  this  sketch  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  under  his  fathei',  graduating 
at  the  Hillside  Academy  when  eighteen  yeai-s  of 
age.  He  Ihen  assisted  his  father  in  the  chai^aie  of 
the  school  by  becoming  one  <)f  the  teachers  and 
afterward  was  called  to  the  position  of  Princijial 
of  the  Bayport  school,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  While  there  he  was  licensed  U*  preach  in 
the  Methodist  Kpiscojtal  Chureh,  having  joined 
that  body  in  1876  as  a  probationer  and  in  188(1 
uniting  with  that  body  in  full  membership.  In 
I87ij  he  becftine  pastor  at  (!ood  <'ii-ound,  I^  L,and 
remained  there  for  two  yemv.  He  was  the  incuni- 
l>ent  of  his  next  charge  for  three  years  and  then 
went  to  Hockville  Center  where  he  remained  for 
one  year.  The  next  year  he  was  pastor  of  the 
Can-oil  Park  Church  in  Brooklyn  and  in  1882  he 
withdrew  from .  the  Methodist  Episciopal  Church 
and  came  to  Michigan  where  he  joined  the  Con- 
gregational Association,  He  organized  the  church 
at  Cadillac,  Mich,,  and  erected  an  edifice  theie.  In 
the  spring  of  1 886.  he  l)ecame  pastor  of  the  Ply- 
mouth C'hureh,  I^ansing.  In  1888  he  was  one  of 
the  numlier  to  organize  the  Beacon  Publishing  Com- 
pany which  hail  originally  been  [juiilished  in  De- 
troit. Removing  the  business  to  Ijinsing  it  has 
since  been  carried  on  in  this  city.  He  is  the  Sec^re- 
tary  of  the  company  and  editor  of  the  organ  which 
has  changed  its  form  from  a  folio  to  a  qiiai-to 
journal.  It  is  a  weekly  paper  which  enjoys  a  good 
circulation,  having  increased  from  two  thousand 
to    tliii-ty-live  hundred    since  he  has  had   charge. 

Mr.  Beale  is  a  memlier  of  the  Kxet'iitive  Com- 
mittee on  home  missions  of  the  iState  of  Michigan, 
l»eing  Secretary  of  this  committee.  In  fact  every 
good  work  that  promises  to  help  human ityap])eals 
to  his  large  and  generous  luwrt.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Beale 's  first  marriage  took  place  at  Howayton. 
Conn.,  June  11,  1880,  at  which  time  he  was  united 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Smith.     She  died   in   Koekville 
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('(.■iitur,  leaving:  to  lier  in'reaved  liiisbaiid  one  diild, 
!i  f«>n.  Arthur  S.  His  second  maniafie  wtuJ  made 
with  Miss  LiR'y  M.  Reeve,  who  is  n  native  of  Loiifi 
l^jtand  and  a  daughter  of  the  Itfv.  iJ.  K.  Reeve,  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  lipiseopal  t'liureh.  The 
marriage  of  our  subject  aud  liis  wife  was  solemn- 
ized at  Sag  Harbor,  J..  1..  in  IS87.  Mr.  Beale  is 
Independent  in  politics,  believing  it  not  only  riglit 
but  politic  to  vote  for  the  man  best  fitted  to  fill 
the  office  in  question  leather  than  a  man  who  is 
the  tool  of  unscrupulous  politicians. 

Since  coming  to  I^ansing  our  subject   lias  liad  a 
call  from  the  (.'ongregational   Ciiurch  at  Madison. 
Wis.,  but  pi'efore  to  remain  here,  feeling    that    he    | 
has  work  of  the  highest  importance   at  Michigan's   ' 
ca]>itsl  citv. 


-^~ 


n  e    I 
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of  reci>rding  lives  that  have  been  useful  and 
worthy  of  note  wei-e  they  to  oiuit  mention  of  his 
successful  career.  Ingham  County  pi^oiidly  claims 
Iiim  as  one  of  lier  Itest  and  most  enter|jrising  citi- 
zens, and  he  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  two  bimdred 
acres  on  section  26,  Ijinsing  Township.  By  a  |^ro])er 
rotation  of  CTOtie  the  laud  has  Iwen  bmught  to  a 
high  degree  of  cultivation,  while  various  buildings 
have  been  erected  such  as  liest  sulwerve  fbc  pur- 
])oses  of  agriculture. 

The  paj-ents  of  Mr.  Tobias  were  Julius  and  Laui-a 
Tobias,  natives  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Their  son 
■Tames  was  horn  in  Medina  ('ounty,  that  State.  t)c- 
ti^her  2.5,  I8.S2,  and  at  the  early  j^e  of  three  yea»s 
he  was  orphaned  hv  tlie  deatJi  of  his  mothei'. 
He  was  then  given  to  the  caie  of  Hi's.  Simon 
Van  (^>sdalt,  who  was  alwa,\s  devoted  and  kind  to 
him.  He  attended  school,  acquiring  a  common- 
iii'hnol  education  anil  dining  the  intnrvais  of  stiid\ 


assisted  liis  fostcj'  father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  leara  the 
tjade  of  a  blacksmith  and  after  the  t«iiH  of  his  ap- 
pi-entlceship  had  expired  he  followed  liis  trade 
until  1860. 

On  December  6,  IH55.  Mr.  Tobias  and  Miss  Jane 

linchanan  were  uniled  in  mairiage;  the  bride  was 

a  daughter  of  Joiin  Buchanan,  of  Ashland  County, 

Ohio.     She  died  in    IXT2   leaving  three  children, 

who  are  still  living;  John  .1.  married  Mattie  Foster 

and  resides  in  Williamston,  Mich.;   Rachel  Adella 

Ijecame  the  wife  of  Adelbeit  Mooi*  and  also  makes 

her  home  in  Williamston;  Ida  M.  is  single  and  is 

a  teacher  by  profession,  although  at  present  she  is 

an  art  student.     After  remaining  a  widower  until 

1880  Ml-.  Tobias  was  happily  wedded  on  June  2M 

t(t  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ksther 

J.  Mead.  She  was  the  widow  of  Austin  Barker.   Her 

father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  Xew  York.  This 

estimable  ladv  presides  with  diu-nitv  over  the  ele- 

"^  n  n       f  add  her  gi-acious 

aw  d         a     w    o         t    er. 

I         a  f     I      1  te  Illy  worthy  of 

a.  a  t*d  f    w         It  a  dollar  and 

e       te  d  a       ta  ned  to  a  comforta- 

n  If*  one  and  one- 

n  ansiiig  is  vei'y 

p    I  e         f  i;  a  same  time  all 

the  advantages  of  city  life  and  the  comforts  of  a 

rural  abode.     In  iM*litical  mattei's  he  adhei'es  to  the 

|)rinciples  of  the  Democratic  party  and  ranks  higli 

in  llic  councils  of   his  party.     Socially  he  iHilougs 

to  the    lioyal    .Vii-anum.  mid    I^>dge  No.  3;1,  F.  i^: 

A.  .M.,  of  Lansing. 


/^  ORTLAND  B.  STKBBINS.  Prominent  among 

(li  n  ^''*'  ""*""'"*''" '"'"S  "1^1  oi  lousing  is  the 
^^i'  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just  given. 
He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Lansing  Wheelbarrow 
Works,  and  an  old  and  honored  resident  of  this  citj', 
to  which  he  t-anie  in  1857.  He  was  born  in  Will- 
iaiiisttwii.  (h'ange  <'iuinty,  Vt.,  February  17,  !8!2, 
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and  is  the  son  of  Blise  Stebbins,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts who  went  to  Vei-mont  when  youngj,  and 
married  Miss  Betsey  Cole,  of  Clermont,  N.  Y.  He 
was  by  occupation  d\iring  the  latt«r  yeai-s  o(  his 
life,  what  was  then  known  as  a  clothier — that  is,  lie 
!na<le  a  business  of  di-essing  cloth  that  had  been 
woven  by  farmers.  His  death  took  place  in  1826, 
iind  he  left  a  family  of  five  children.  The  only  one 
now  living  besides  onr  subject  is  Fj'ancis  E.,  who 
is  a  leading  dealer  in  carpets  and  general  house 
furnishing  goods  at  Adrian,  Mich.  A  good  educa- 
tion was  given  to  his  children  by  this  faithful 
father  and  every  opportunity  tliat  lay  in  his  power 
given  them  to  become  proficient  in  the  best  branches 
of  learning. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age  our  subject  was  as 
competent  to  teach,  except  for  government,  as  any 
tea<:her  in  that  part  of  the  country,  but  after  this 
he  took  a  few  terms  at  an  academy.  Before  he  was 
twenty-one  he  began  writing  for  paifei-s,  bringing 
out  both  pi-ose  and  poetry,  but  not  being  able  to 
complete  his  education,  he  ajiprenticed  himself  to 
a  cabinet-maker  and  became  an  accomplished 
workman  in  four  years. 

The  year  after  reaching  his  majority  Mr.  Steb- 
bins  received  an  otlice  under  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Legislature  which  he  hehi  for  four  years 
under  succeeding  administrations.  It  was  a  pecu- 
liar way  in  which  he  came  into  this  office,  as  he  had 
not  planned  to  make  an  effort  in  that  direction, 
but  a  report  got  abroad  the  day  before  Legislature 
met  that  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  mes- 
senger to  the  Governor  and  Council,  upon  the  anti- 
Masonic  ticket.  He  was  much  surprised,  but  upon 
due  consideration  concluded  he  might  as  well  run 
fo  the  office,  for  if  he  did  not  he  would  get  the 
ci'cdit  of  being  defeated,  and  so  he  made  a  short 
biit  gallant  run  for  the  place  and  received  it.  Mr. 
L.B.Vilas,  father  of  Secretary  Vilas  of  Wisconsin, 
was  at  tliat  time  Secretary  to  the  (iovei'nor  and  he 
and  the  CJovernor  both  gave  their  inftuence  for 
the  young  man.  After  holding  this  position  for 
four  years  he  decided  to  go  West,  and  as  West  in 
those  days  was  not  as  near  the  Pacific  as  it  is  now 
lie-settled  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  in  the  fall  of  1836,  and 
for  several  months  studied  law  there. 

In  1837   Mr.   Stebbens  was  united   in  marriage 


j  with  Susan  E.  Burley  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  soon 
!  after  marriage  they  came  to  Michigan  and  made 
'  their  home  in  Adrian,  where  Mr.  Stebbins  went  into 
!  the  furniture  business,  in  which  for  sevei-al  years 
;    he  was  associated   with  his  brother.     In    1844  he 

■  began  editing  the  Michigan  Expositor,  a  Whig 
paper  which  he  carried  on  for  four  years  and  part 

'.   of  that  time  conducted  a  weekly  temperance  paper. 
Previous  to  the  election  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore  he 
i   was  the  first  man  in  the  United  States  to  place  the 
I    name  of  Fillmore  at  the  head  of  his  columns  as  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency.     During  that  adminis- 
tration, and  after  Fillmore  came  into  power  through 
the  death  of    Mr.   Taylor,   Mr.  Stebbins    became 
Special    Agent  of   the   Postoffice    Department   by 
!   appointment  under  Fillmore  and  in  order  to  attend 
;   to  the  duties  of  that  position  he  sold  out  the  fur- 
niture business  to  his  brother  and  served  in  the 
Postofflee  Department  until  the  close  of  Fillmore's 
ad  m  inist  rati  on. 

After  he  had  closed  his  official  duties,  his  wife, 
who  had  been  his  companion  for  many  years,  died 
in  18S4,  and  by  bis  next  marriage  he  was  united 
with  Miss  Eliza  Smith  of  Adrian.  In  tlie  year  of 
1857  be  removed  to  Lansing  to  edit  the  Lansing 

■  lifpubUcan,  and  .luly  1, 1858,  he  entered  the  office 
of  Public  Instruction,  being  the  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  which  position  he 
held  for  twenty  years  under  five  different  superin- 
tendent«.  After  leaving  that  office  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  contented  himself  with  the  general 
oversight  of  business. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  company  which  organized  the 
Wheelbarrow  Works,  being  an  original  stock- 
holder and  Dii-eetor  and  the  Vice-President  from 
its  inception,  his  son  being  also  Superintendent  for 
several  years.  This  business  has  been  excellently 
managed  and  has  been  subject  to  steady  growth 
until  it  now  ranks  among  the  largest  institutions 
of  the  kind  in  the  counti-y.  He  is  also  a  stock- 
holder in  tlie  I^ansing  National  Bank,  as  well  as  in 
the  gas  works.  In  1865  he  purchased  the  property 
at  No.  219,Capitfll  Avenue,N.,  and  has  remodeled 
and  rebuilt  this  residence  until  he  now  has  a  beau- 
tiful and  commodious  home  which  is  an  oniament 
to  that  partof  the  city,    His  wife  di^d  Ir  tite  win- 
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tci'  of  I88K,  leaving  three-  diildreii.  They  wen- 
iiamed,  Arthur  ('.,  who  is  S  u  peri  u  ten  dent  of  the 
^VTieelbaj'row  Works;  Husftii  E.  and  Kliss.  who  is 
now  traveling  foi-  the  company  and  is  about  twenty- 
live  yeai-s  of  age,  Dui-ing  the  activity  of  the 
Mecliaiiie^i  Mutual  Protection  Society  lie  was  a 
member  of  that  hody  and  ever  since  his  early  youth 
he  has  l)een  identified  with  the  Congregational 
C'liiircli.  lie  liflii  always  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
temperance  measures  and  in  willing  at  any  time  to 
aid  in  promoting  measures  which  look  to  tlie  moral 
nnil  liiisii)i-ss  iit.liiiildinjrol'  Lansint;. 


€!^s>i'  ^\im  «^^i,t 


n  i!i  hi 


!)\\  N 


iimg  tlie  farmers  of 
IMO.    Whiti   Oik  I    Hiishii     we  are  pleased  U> 
it   li    miJitLon    lh<    ^enllemaii    wlii>se   name   we 
C?'  have  lUst  ifiven    who  i-,  a  native  of  In<i- 

h  im  lonn^hip  In^liain  (  oiintv  wheiT  he  wa.s  horn 
III  1844  [It  1-  )f  J  nj-lisli  paientage,  his  father. 
F  U  111.  «ii  hnin.lKuilioni  September  I9,l«ll, 
in  (  Kit  1  til tn 111  whiine  lie  lemoved  to  New  Vork 
iiid  ifteiwaid  to  MRhigan  making  his  home  in 
Oakland  ( onnt\  In  lh(  famih  there  were  six 
i.liildien,cqiialh  divided  iKstneen  sons  and  daugli- 
ters.  His  wife,  Jane  Burgess,  was  American  by 
birth.  New  York  being  lier  native  State  and  slie 
was  there  born  February  -^7,  1«IH.  Her  marriage 
with  Mr.  IJi-own  took  place  .laiuiary  12,  1837. 

To  these  parente  were  born  two  daughters  jind 
three  sons,  namely:  Kiizabetii.  who  was  bom  .laiiii- 
ary  22,  1838.  and  married  C.  P.  (tebom  and  is  the 
mother  of  four  children.  Samuel  V,.  wa!<  liorn 
Octolier  !»,  183!),  and  married  Addie  Hibbs,  who  i 
lias  one  child  and  I'esides  in  tlie  State  of  Washing- 
ton; Emily  .1.,  was  Iwrn  Mareh  2i>.  1«42.  and  also 
lives  in  Washington,  and  our  subject,  who  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  age  and  was  bora  March  22, 1844, 
while  the  youngest  brother,  Joseph  E..  whose  birth 
occurred  .August  24,  IKo*),  is  established  in  a  home 
of  his  own  with  a  wife  whose  miiidcn  name  was 
Minnie  Putnam. 

Mr.  Ill-own  wa,<  iiuiii  .M;ir<'h  22,  1844.     lie  msr- 
rii'd  Miss  S.  .).  Lowe,  ,iiid   to  thein  wns  born   uiioii 


the  nth  of  May,  1868,  a  son,  Edward  J.  Brown. 
( (ill-  subject  is  a  man  who  is  univeisally  re- 
si)eeted  as  an  honorable  farmer  and  business  man. 
He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Olim-ch  and  are  active  in  service  in  its  behalf, 
lieing  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  building  up  its 
interests. 

J.  Brown,  the  grandfatlier  of  our  subject,  wa- 
iKirn  in  England,  November  2,  1787,  and  was  uni- 
ted in  rnamage  t)ctol>er  Id,  1809,  with  Ann  Ward, 
who  was  born  Octolwr  3,  1779.  This  progenitor 
came  to  Americft  in  1827,  and  made  his  home  in 
the  West,  dying  in  Tngham  Township,  in  184!. 
Hiswifediedin  Walled  l^ake, Oakland  ('ounty,  ex- 
piring November  21),  I8i>0,  having  outlived  her 
liusltand  some  nine  yeai-s,  and  lieing  then  jiast  her 
three-score  yeai-s  and  ten.  Our  subject  is  doing  n 
general  farming  business,  and  has  line  stock,  He 
built  iiis  new  home  in  1881)  and  his  excellent  harn 
eight  yeai-s  later,  lie  devotes  himself  entirely  t<i 
the  piii-suit  of  his  business  and  has  steadfastly  de- 
eliifed  to  hold  any  of  the  county  or  township 
olHces.  He  l)eloiigs  to  the  order  of  the  Patrons  of 
Industry  and  in  his  political  views  is  sl.i-ongly  Re- 
puhlicAn,  as  he  claims  that  tlie  party  which  su|>- 
poi-ted  the  administration  through  tlie  awful  days 
of  Ihe  Civil  W.ir  should  now  receive  the  siip|nir( 
of  loyal  men. 


S,  B.\TES,  cx-Chicf  of  Police  and  Mai-shal 
of  l-ansing  and  ex-Deputy  Sheriff  of  Jng- 
ham  County,  was  bom  in  Manlius,  Onon- 
daga County.  N.  V..  Mai-ch  14,  1848.  His  father. 
Eli  T.,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  his 
grandfather,  Daniel  I).,  of  Springfield,  Mass..  at 
one  time  in  liis  life  lived  in  Oeoigia,  where  In- 
owned  slaves,  but  as  this  was  eontrary  to  his  love 
of  freedom,  he  liberated  them.  He  went  to  Onon- 
daga County  in  18(18.  wiiei-e  he  worked  at  his  trade 
as  a  wagonmaker.  In  January,  1863.  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  located  in  Stockbridge.  Ingham 
County,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  about 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1S«3.     During  the  Civil 
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War  he  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Sixty-flrst  New 
York  Regiment  as  a  nurse,  and  served  for  two 
years  in  the  hospital,  after  which  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  physical  disability. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  New 
York  and  became  a  painter  by  trade,  and  being 
musical  in  his  tastes  and  education,  also  taught 
music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  with  his  father  in  the  Sixty-first  Regiment 
New  York  Infantry,  and  served  for  three  yeare, 
aft«r  which  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second 
New  York  Veteran  Corpn  as  Sergeant.  At  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  captured  and  sent 
to  Andersonville  Prison,  where  he  spent  eight 
months  and  three  days.  He  was  then  paroled,  but 
his  health  had  been  so  broken  down  by  the  hard- 
ships and  agonies  of  that  period  of  imprisonment 
that  he  died  nine  days  after  reaching  home,  pass- 
ingaway  January  1, 1866.  The  biographer  pauses 
in  his  narrative  to  lay  a  tribute  of  grateful  appre- 
ciation upon  the  graves  of  such  as  he,  who  in 
those  terrible  Southern  prisons  sacrificed  so  much 
in  loyalty  to  the  old  flag. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Laura  Helmer 
in  her  maidenhood,  and  was  born  near  Kendall- 
ville,  Noble  County,  Ind.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Helmer,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  Indiana.  She 
still  resides  in  Stockbridge,  Ingham  County,  where 
she  is  an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  to  which  her  husband  was  also  at- 
tached. Of  their  four  children  three  were 
daughters  and  one  a  son,  and  of  tliem  three  are 
now  living,  our  subject  being  the  oldest  of  the 
family.  When  only  thirteen  years  old,  this  boy 
had  to  take  care  of  the  family  because  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  gone  to  the  war,  and  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  at  Manlius  until 
he  enlisted  in  November,  1864,  although  not  yet 
sixteen  years  old,  in  Company  F,  Second  New 
York  Cavalry,  going  from  Rochester  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Custer. 

The  regiment  to  which  young  Bates  belonged 
spent  the  first  season  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley. 
They  went  up  and  down  that  valley  until  the 
poor  boy  froze  his  feet,  and  was  afterward  taken 
down  with  typhoid  fever  and  sent  to  Park  Hospi- 
tal at  Baltimore.    In  the  meanwhile  he  had  taken 


i    part  in  numerous  skirmishes  and  saw  the  smoke  of 
;    battle  at  New  Market,  Rudd's  Hill,  llsher's  Hill 
and    Manchester.     He    was    mustered    out  of  the 
'   service  in  July,  186.5,  and  came  home.     It  was  not 
long  before  be  decided  to  come  West  and  brought 
i    with    him    the    family,    locating   at    Stockbridge, 
j    where  lie  engaged  with  his  grandfather  in   wagon- 
!   making.     He  continued  there  until  1872. 
I        Upon  coming  to  Lansing,  the  young   man    en- 
tered the  employ  of  W.  S.  Holmes,  and  for  quite 
a    while    traveled    for    him,  pushing   the    sale    of 
pianos  and  organs.     He  then  became  a   policeman 
in  the  city  about  the  year  1883,  and    served    for 
I    one  year  in  North  Lansing.     He  then  acted  as  en- 
gineer for  four  yeai-s  at  the  School  for  the  Blind, 
I    after    which    he    became    Deputy  County  Sheriff, 
I    under  H.  0.  Call,  of  Mason.     After    this   lie  was 
appointed  City  Marshal  and  Chief  of    Police  in 
I    1889,  and  after  serving  one  year  he  started  in  the 
grocery  business  here  in  June,  1890.     He    is  the 
!    only  private  detective  in  North  Lansing  and   has 
I    worked  up  some  remarkable  cases,  notably  that  of 
i    Carl  Keroski.     He  is  the  man  who  was  successful 
j    in    bringing    the    murdei-ers    of    the    Diamondale 
;    ti-agedy  to  justice.     He  had  the  case  in  hand  only 
from  Sunday  night    until    Monday  morning,  and 
had  gained  possession   of  the    man   and    had    his 
I    identity  proven.     The  man  had  come    here  from 
Green  Bay,  and  thought  that  he  was  safe,  but  he 
"reckoned  without  his  host,"  as  he  did  not  know 
Mr.  Bates'  wonderful  detective  abilities.     He  has 
aiTCSted  a  great  many  men,  and  has  probably  done 
more  in  the  detective  line  than  any   man   in  Lan- 
sing, but  ho  has  never  used  firearms  but  once.  He 
unearthed  a  gang  at  Multikan   for   whom    the    of- 
ficers  had    long    been    seeking.     He  now  devotes 
himself    to    a    considerable    extent    to    his    gro- 
cery business  in  which  Mr,  F.  I.  Moore  is  a  part- 


Tbe  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  Lansing,  and  in  it  may  be  found  his 
talented  and  intelligent  wife,  and  one  child,  Don 
aid.  He  was  married  July  1,  1876,  in  Unadilla 
Livingston  County,  and  Mi-s.  Bates,  who  bore  the 
name  in  maidenhood  of  Flora  Mclntyre,  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  and  after  completing  her  edu- 
cation taught  for  some  nine  years,     She  is  an  ear- 
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nest  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  are  most  highly  re- 
garded in  the  social  circles  of  Lansing.  Mr.  Bates 
is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  tlie  Ancient  Order  of 
Foresters  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
He  stands  high  as  a  Republican  and  is  often 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  city  and  county  conven- 
tions. 


JOHN  N.  BCMl,  y.ho  ha.s  Iwen  one  of  tlie 
largest  contractors  in  the  city  of  Ijinsing, 
Ingham  County,  but  who  lias  now  retired 
from  active  buMness,  is  a  lepresentative  ot 
an  old  Jersey  family  who  are  well  known  for  their 
patriotic  sentiments.  'ITieir  family  history  is  re- 
plete with  incidents  that  redound  to  tlie  honor  of 
the  various  membei's  of  the  family  because  of  their 
loyalty  to  their  country.  Mr.  Bush  was  one  of  the 
very  earliest  settlers  in  I.ansing  and  a  pioneer.  He 
was  boiTi  in  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  January  21, 
1821,  and  although  he  has  reached  tlie  three-score 
years  and  ten  allotted  by  Scripture,  he  is  still  hale 
with  unfailing  faculties,  and  has  never  been  sick  a 
day  in  his  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Oliver  Bush,  l>orn 
in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  John  Bush,  also  of  Kew  Jersey.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  that  State,  and  there  died.  Oliver 
Bush,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  mason  by  trade, 
and  employed  himself  in  the  pui-suit  of  his  catling 
until  his  decease.  Very  young  in  life,  in  1810,  he 
located  in  Seneca  County,  N,  T.  Later,  in  1820, 
he  located  in  Mason,  Murray  Township,  Orleans 
County,  but  five  years  later  made  a  trip  to  Miclii- 
gan  and  worked  for  a  time  at  his  trade  in  Detroit. 
While  thus  engaged  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
learning  something  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  was  so  pleased  with  what  he  saw  and 
heard,  that  he  returned  to  New  York  the  same  fall, 
and  the  following  spring  brought  his  family  to  De- 
troit. For  a  time  he  remained  in  the  city,  but  in 
the  fall  of  1826  he  located  in  Ypsilanti,  dividing 
his  time  between  working  at  his  trade  and  hunting 


and  trapping  which  must  indeed  at  tha.t  time  liave 
been  a  fascinating  occupation. 

Whether  the  father  felt  that  there  were  liere  so 
few  advantages  for  his  children  or  wlie^her  lie  was 
tired  of  combating  with  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life  the  writer  cannot  say,  but  in  1832  he  returned 
to  New  York  and  located  in  Murray  Township. 
There  he  remained  until  1847,  when  in  the  month 
of  June,  he  came  to  tlie  city  of  Lansing  and  began 
the  work  of  contracting.  One  of  his  first  contracts 
was  on  the  building  known  as  the  old  Seymour 
House,  now  the  Fi-anklLn  House.  While  thus  em- 
ployed he  was  taken  sick  with  erysipelas,  being 
obliged  to  leave  liis  work  October  y,  and  a  few 
days  later,  October  20,  he  (Missed  away  from  this 
life  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  of  French  de- 
scent, his  family  having  emigrated  fi'om  France  at 
the  time  of  the  Huguenot  exodus,  Mr,  Bush,  Sr,, 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Churcli,  and  a 
consistent  Christian  and  a  conscientious  man. 

The  mother  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was,  pre- 
vious to  her  maii'iage.  Miss  Laura  Dusett.  She  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Dusett,  who  was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and  there 
engaged  in  farming.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father when  but  fifteen  years  of  age  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  as  a  fifer,  and  was  a  participant 
in  all  the  jtrincipal  Ivattles.  His  chosen  calling  in 
life  was  that  of  a  farmer,  and  after  the  war  he  lo- 
cated in  t)rleans  Cwuntj-,  N.  Y.,  being  there  a  pio- 
neer, o|wning  up  a  new  fami,  which  he  improved 
and  occupied  until  liin  decease.  He  too  was  of 
French  ancestry.  ^Ir.  Bush's  own  family  name  is 
Be  Son.  His  parents  on  emigrating  to  this  coun- 
try landed  on  Staten  Island,  and  there  died  of  yel- 
low fever.  The  two  children  that  were  thus 
orphaned  were  adopted  by  a  German  family  by  the 
name  of  Bush,  and  besides  rearing  the  little  ones 
they  gave  them  their  name. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  eight 
children.  He  was  reared  until  five  years  of  age  in 
Murray  Township,  Orleans  County,  N.  T.,  and  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Detroit  in  1826,  There 
were  at  that  time  more  Indians  to  be  seen  than 
white  people,  and  when  the  following  fall  they 
went  trt  Ypsilanti  it  seemed  very  wild  to  the  new 
comers.    Upon  their  advent  into  the  country  there 
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was  no  school.  One  who  has  Iwen  in  the  North- 
em  timber  regions  at  the  present  time,  where  there 
are  still  nnbroten  foi-ests  of  pine  and  oak  with  an 
impenetrable  tangle  of  nnderbt'ush  and  vines 
through  which  steal  only  sliy,  tender-eyed  deer  and 
hare,  with  an  occasional  wildcat,  and  as  night  ap- 
proaches the  screech  owl,  whose  dreary  call  fills 
one  with  a  homesick  feeling,  can  appreciate  in 
some  slight  degiee  how  desolate  must  have  been  tlie 
country  in  an  early  day,  when  there  were  no  roads 
and  but  few  neighbors  within  reaching  distance, 
and  how  brave  the  hearts  must  have  been  to  have 
dared  to  go  out  into  such  wilds  and  brave  the  dan- 
gers of  ti-eacherous  Indians,  wolves  and  the  en- 
croachments of  other  wild  animals.  However,  our 
subject's  father  was  fearless,  and  his  son  relates 
that  for  some  cause  he  destroyed  a  temporary  In- 
dian village. 

On  the  retiira  of  tiie  family  to  New  York  in 
1832,  our  subject's  school  days  began.  They  were 
meagre  to  be  sure,  for  scliool  was  held  only  tlii'ee 
months  during  the  winter  when  there  were  no 
spring  planting,  summer  harvesting  or  fall  plowing. 
His  work  began  at  an  endy  age,  foi-at  ten  years  lie 
carried  the  hod  filled  with  brick,  and  thus  em- 
ployed, soon  learned  the  mastm's  trade,  so  that  lie- 
fore  he  was  fifteen  yeai-s  of  age  he  could  lay  a  wall 
as  well  as  his  father.  Mr.  Bush  is  a  self-made  man. 
What  knowledge  he  has,  has  been  gained  largely 
by  observation  and  self-selected  courses  of  study 
which  he  pursued  with  an  indefatigable  determina- 
tion to  conquer  niysterieM  and  difficultiej'.  He  set 
out  in  life  for  himself  while  in  New  York. 

In  September,  1847,  Mr.  Bush  returned  t(i  I^m- 
sing.  His  first  contract  resulted  in  the  coin])letion 
of  the  Seymour  House,  after  whicii  he  erected  the 
Packard  House,  and  the  following  March  built  the 
Lansing  House,  and  in  the  fall  of  1874  put  up  the 
principal  block  in  the  city  of  Tensing.  He  lias 
erected  more  business  bUn'ks  than  anyone  who  is  in 
same  business  and  has  had  the  princijwi!  conti-actiJ. 
llie  sehoolliouses  in  the  city  were  built  chiefly'  un- 
der his  supervision  and  also  the  old  engine  house. 
In  1874  lie  took  the  coutraet  for  building  the  High 
School,  but  it  emliarrassed  him  to  a  great  extent, 
and  since  that  time  he  has  followed  his  business 
Jess  extensively, 


For  the  last  two  falls,  he  of  whom  we  write  haji 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Republican  State  Cen- 
tral Committee.  During  tJie  falls  of  1888  and 
1890,  he  stumped  the  State  and  canvassed  different 
points  for  votes.  In  1888  he  was  principally  in 
Deti-oit  and  the  Upper  Peninsula.  During  one 
month  of  that  year  he  spoke  every  night,  and  in 
1890  he  spoke  as  many  times,  if  not  more  than  <in 
the  pi-evioHS  trip.  He  was  an  agent  in  six  differ- 
ent counties  and  did  good  work  for  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  Was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Repub- 
lican Convention  held  September  1,  1890.  His 
political  work  began  in  1878,  when  he  began 
stumping  the  State,  and  in  1880  he  confined  him- 
self to  work  in  the  county,  but  so  fluent  a  speaker 
was  he  found  to  be,  and  so  widely  and  well  known 
that  his  influence  was  felt  to  lie,  of  great  value  to 
the  iJarty. 

It  does  not  lack  a  great  deal  of  beinga  half  cen- 
tury since  our  subject  united  liis  fate  for  better  oi' 
worse  with  that  of  Miss  Ann  E.  Powell  a  native  of 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Powell,  an  eaily  settler  in  Michigan,  who  piior  Ui 
tliat  Jiad  been  a  seliool  teacher  and  bookkeepei'. 
Tlieir  wedding  was  relebrated  in  Oneida  County, 
N,  v..  in  !84y,  in  tlie  month  of  Septemlwr.  Mrp. 
Bush  is  a  lady  of  exceptional  culture  and  educa- 
tion. She  was  educated  in  Olivet  College,  having 
received  the  rudiments  of  her  schooling  in  New 
York.  She  was  living  near  Olivet  when  there  was 
but  one  log  house  in  the  village.  After  finishing 
school  she  was  engaged  in  teaching,  and  has  the 
distinction  of  having  taught  the  first  school  in  tlie 
city  of  I^nsinji;.  Oni'  subject  and  hiy  estimable 
wife  .^rc  tlie  i)a rents  of  two  children:  The  eldest. 
Willis  O.,  is  a  telegraph  ope  mtor  in  Eldorado,  Kan.; 
Carrie  P.,  now  Mrs.  Shoemaker,  I'esides  in  Lansing. 
One  other  child,  who  was  named  for  his  father,  and 
called  .Tohn  N.,  Jr..  died  at  the  age  of  .seventeen, 
just  after  he  was  graduated  from  the  Commei-eial 
College  in  this  city.  His  death  was  n  great  blow 
to  his  imrents  and  friends. 

The  gentleman  who  is  the  subjw't  of  tliis  sketcli. 
has  lieen  instrumental  in  effecting  many  of  ttie 
changes  that  liave  taken  place  for  the  lietter  in  this 
city.  At  an  early  day  he  was  Alderman  for  one 
term  and  Supervisor  for  one  year  in  the  Fourth 
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"Ward.  He  has  been  a  resident  here  «ince  1847. 
Although  he  himself  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views 
he  is  a  generous  supporter  of  the  church  of  his 
wife's  prefei-ence,  she  being  a  Pi-esbyteriau.  To 
say  that  Mr.  Bush  is  a  Republican,  hardly  <Ioes  jus- 
tice to  his  iKilitical  sentiments,  so  zealous  is  he, 
having  inherited  his  Republican  tendencies  from 
generations  of  patriotic  ancestors.  A  great-uncle 
of  Mr.  Busli's,  Paul  Galtry,  when  a  boy,  during  the 
Revolutionary  period,  saw  a  British  officer  enter 
the  yard  of  hia  home.  There  were  no  gentlemen 
about  the  place,  and  he  considered  himself  the  pro- 
tector of  the  ladies.  He  got  a  shot-gun  and  lay  in 
wait  behind  a  fence  for  the  officer  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance, determined  that  there  should  be  one  legs 
red  coat  for  the  Continental  soldiers  to  flght.  His 
loyalty  was  not  quelled,  when  his  sister  took  the 
gun  away  from  him.  Our  subject  has  frequently 
acted  on  county  and  State  committees.  He  has 
frequently  been  solicited  to  become  a  nominee  for 
the  Mayoralty  and  for  Representative  and  other 
oificial  positions,  but  he  has  ever  refused,  because 
he  realizes  how  difficult  it  is  for  one  to  maintain 
such  a  position  with  dignity  and  still  be  honorable 
and  unbiased,  unless  one  has  great  wealth  at  his 
command  so  that  pecuniary  temptations  are  not  a 
consideration. 


<il  JjfelLLIAJI  K.  PRUDDEN.  There  is  some- 
AfJ/f  thing  in  the  impulsive  Southern  nature  that 
'jfy  has  an  understanding  of  horseflesh  aside 
from  the  appreciation  of  its  value  in  dollars  and 
cents,  and  our  subject,  who  is  a  Georgian  by  birth 
and  bringing  up,  comes  naturally  by  his  taste  in  this 
direction.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  breeding  and 
raising  standard-bi-ed  horses,  and  has  some  of  the 
tinest  hoi-ses  in  the  State.  He  is  also  largely  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  pine  lands,  from  which  such 
large  fortunes  arc  at  pi-esent  realized  iKith  in  the 
far  North  and  in  the  South. 

Mr.  Prudden  was  born  in  Macou,  Ga.,  January 
29,  1859.  He  is,  however,  of  New  England  parent- 
age, his  father  having  been  Nathan  S.  Pi-udden,  of 


Milford,  Conn.,  while  his  grandfather  was  an  old 
Eastern  settler,  of  Scotch  and  English  descent.  His 
ancestors  located  in  Connecticut  in  1654,  and  the 
family  are  still  well  and  honorably  known  there. 
Our  subject's  father  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
dry-goods  merchant,  and  about  1850  removed  to 
Eatonton,  Ga.,  and  thence  to  Macon,  remaining 
there  until  about  1865.  During  the  war  he  lost 
the  greater  part  of  his  property  and  in  1865  re- 
tui-ned  to  his  native  State,  sick  both  in  heart  and 
body.  He  died  at  West  Haven,  at  the  age  of  forty 
years.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  prior  t<i  her  mar- 
riage. Miss  Amelia  Keith.  She  was  born  at  Clifton 
Springs,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  George 
Keith,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
went  South  and  became  a  merchant  in  Columbus, 
Ga. 

When  a  youth  Mr,  Prudden  removed  to  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  witli  his  mother  and  there  he  liad  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  public  schooh  of  tlie 
city,  which  were  remarkably  good,  until  he  was 
twelve  yeai-s  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Indian- 
apolis with  her  and  there  was  graduated  from  the 
High  School,  In  1875  he  entered  the  Agricultural 
College  at  J^ansing  and  gi-aduated  in  1873,  taking 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  The  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  of  delivering  the  class  oration 
and  he  produced  a  masterly  effort,  both  from  a  lit- 
erary standpoint  and  oratorically.  After  leaving 
college  he  entered  the  office  of  J.  M.  Turner,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  land  business,  and  remained  with 
him  until  1882,  when  he  went  into  business  for 
himself,  dealing  in  timber  lands,  especially  pine 
lands,  since  which  time  lie  has  continued  in  the 
business  giving  toithis  whole  attention  until  1888. 
At  that  time  he  purchased  a  one-half  interest  in 
the  I.ansing  Wheel  Company  and  became  its  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  in  which  position  he  remained 
for  three  yeai'S.  In  1890  he  sold  out  his  interest 
and  now  devotes  himself  to  dealing  in  real  estate 
and  pine  lands.  The  lands  which  he  handles  are 
mostly  located  in  the  Northern  Peninsula.  He 
has  forty  aci'cs  adjoining  the  city  of  I^ansing  which 
is  admirably  located  and  bound  to  ne  in  time,  one 
of  its  most  valuable  and  attractive  additions. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan Knitting  Company,  having  been  instpunentnl 
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in  re-organizing  this  company  and  in  giving  this 
industry  a  broader  opening  than  it  has  ever  before 
enjoyed.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director 
in  the  Ingham  Connty  Savings  Bank.  His  taste 
for  horses  is  to  him  a  luxury,  and  he  breeds  blooded- 
animals,  especiallj'  the  Hanibletonians.  He  is  the 
owner  of  "Nellie  B.",  whose  record  is  2:2i,  Mr. 
Prudden  is  a  member  of  the  Lansing  Driving  C'liib, 
and  no  one  handles  the  ribbons  with  more  skill 
and  dexterity  than  does  lie  when  on  the  road 
with  one  of  his  favorite  horses. 

Mr.  Prudden  was  married  in  the  city  of  Lansing, 
January  2,  1883,  to  Miss  Jennie  K.  Whitney,  who 
is  a  native  of  this  city.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
High  School  here  and  a  lady  of  striking  aec()mplish- 
ments  and  talents  besides  great  personal  attractions. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  whose  names 
are  respectively  Amy  and  Kdwitia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Prudden  are  both  communicants  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  Cliui-ch,  Mr.  Prudden  lieinga  Vestr\jnan 
in  that  l)ody.  Politically  he  is  a  Repuldiean,  ca.«t- 
ing  his  vote  and  influence  with  tluil  party. 


[  OIIN  R  VOISELI.I-:,  rlK-  senior  mumher  uf 
the  linn  of  \'oiselie  A  l-arose,  deeuralurs 
and  frescbers  of  Lansing,  Ingham  t'ounly. 
also  carries  a  line  stock  of  wall  pa|K!i'.  win- 
dow shades  and  room  moldings,  and  if  a  cim- 
ti-actor  in  house  and  sign  painting.  Thiw  gentleman 
wlio  was  born  in  Quebec,  May  27,  1844,  remained 
thei-e  till  he  reached  tlie  age  of  seventeen,  and 
being  brought  up  among  the  French- Canadians. 
reads  and  speaks  French  like  a  native. 

John  Voiselle  the  honored  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  in  Queoee  and  l)ecame  engaged 
as  a  stevedore,  most  of  his  work  being  in  the  line 
of  handling  square  timbei-s.  In  theyearof  1815 
he  made  a  trip  to  Detroit,  but  remained  only  a 
few  years,  as  he  returned  to  (fnebcc  and  resumed 
his  former  work.  The  grandfather  also  l>ore  the 
name  of  John  and  was  bom  in  Norniandj',  France, 
and  was  driven  from  the  country  during  the  Rev- 
olution of  1793,  because   of  his   noble  birth  and 


blood.  The  name  was  originally  \'ajselle.  The 
■gi'andfather  came  to  t^uebec  by  way  of  England 
and  brought  with  him  property.  During  the  eaily 
condicte  he  was  an  officer  of  the  English  army  in 
the  old  fort  at  Detroit,  imt  finally  died  at  (Juebec. 
The  father  in  his  early  days  was  engaged  in  the 
gi-oeery  business,  Imt  finally  became  as  we  liave 
said  a  stevedore  and  died  in  Quebec  in  1886.  The 
motlier  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sophia  Bedaur,  and  was  a  native  of  Quebec  and  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  Dedanr.  She  also  spent  her 
days  in  that  old  French- American  city  and  died  in 
the  faith  of  the  Itoman  Catliolic  Church,  Julj'  :>, 
1866.  Of  her  seven  children,  our  subject  is  the 
eldest. 

.lolm  was  educated  in  the  Cliristian  Brothers 
.School  at  (Jnebec  and  wlicn  he  reached  the  age  of 
thirteen  yeai-s  lie  wa,i  apprenticed  to  icarn  the 
painter's  ti-ade  and  r.'mained  witJi  liis  master  iinlil 
seventeen  years  old.  In  181)3  he  went  to  Onto- 
nagon and  took  charge  of  tlie  [lainting  of  the 
Bigeiow  Hotel  and  somewhat  lat*r  worked  in  tin* 
cupper  mines.  In  I86.T  lie  went  on  a  tri])  lo  tlii' 
far  West  by  the  way  of  Lawrence,  Kan.,  and 
Denver  to  the  coast,  after  which  lif  returned  t.i 
QuetK>{'. 

Ill  !«().'>  llie  young  man  enlisted  as  a  volunteer 
ill  til.'  Ninth  lialtidiun  of  (Jneliec  \'olnnteers  lo 
put  iliiwii  llii'  Fenian  Raid.  These  troops  were 
ilisliaiided  in  .July  of  the  succeeding  year  and  Mr. 
Aoiselle  then  went  tti  work  at  Montmorency  Falls, 
until  the  gre«t  Are,  at  which  time  he  Hi-st  met  his 
jiartncr.  He  worked  at  his  trade  in  Troy,  X.  V., 
for  eighteen  months  and  then  traveled  in  various 
cities  in  the  Fast  and  .South,  touching  Savannah. 
(;a.,  l.ond<iii.  Conn..  (!o,-lon,  Mass..  and  Portland, 
Me. .  and  in  lK(iK  he  went  into  business  with  Mr. 
Lai'<w-je.  at  M"»»onsocket  Falls,  K.  I.,  and  lat-er  tried 
ijusiness  ventures  at  Chicago  and  Detroit. 

I^ansing  finally  became  the  home  of  Mr.  \'oiselle 
as  he  came  here  September  17,  1877  to  take  the 
position  of  foreman  for  Dean,  Brown  &  Godfrey 
in  painting  the  State  Capitol.  He  had  entire  charge 
of  the  work  and  he  and  Mr.  1j» rose,  with  whom  he 
again  engaged  in  business  iu  1879,  executed  the 
finer  parts  of  the  work  themselves. 

This  ftourishing  firm  which  began   with  a  small 
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(.■apitfll  uiid  in  a  (jiiict  ivay  lias  •iradiially  iuorea^Ki 
iln  business  uutil  now  tliey  ai'e  able  to  liandle 
:mythiiij;  in  their  line.  They  hive  a  pleasant  place 
of  business  and  keep  in  stuck  a  fnll  ami  well 
selected  Hue  of  wall  paper,  ])aiutti  aiid  oils,  molding 
unci  window  shades.  They  never  have  less  tlian 
sis  assistants  in  their  work  and  sometimes  employ 
H.s  nmiiy  as  twenty  men,  and  are  the  oldest  (inn  in 
this  business  in  Lansing. 

Mr.  Voiselle  owns  live  residences  -m  Allei/iin 
iind  Pine  Nti-eetn  and  devotes  consideitible  atten- 
lion  outside  his  hu^^iuess  to  real  estrtte,  ownins; 
property  lH>lh  in  Petowkey  and  Detroit.  In  liiis 
]iolLtical  views  he  is  ii  Democrat. but  isnot  active  in 
public  nifitter."i.  In  l8Hi)  he  t(Kik  n  trip  to  l-Inrcpe. 
sailing  from  NeM-  York,  July  (i,  hy  the  steamer 
■■l.alioiikine"  and  had  a  very  pleasant  voyage, 
landing  at  Havre  and  viaitinjr  not  only    I'aris   hut 

Switzerland,  Italy.  Itclgium,  Kngiand  and  Sootiand, 
and  on  his  way  l»ack  to  l^ausing,  stopjiing  for 
some  time  at  liis  old  home  in  Quebec.  On  this 
journey  Mi-.  ■\'oiselle  Itad  abundant  opportunity 
to  study  his  craft  and  see  what  otlieis  wei*  doing 
in  liis  line  of  work  among  tlie  most  .irtistio  nations 
of  the  w.M-ld. 


^=^^^****'§ 


'fF=N\l':\'.  JULIUS  S.  VALIiXTlNK.  Wheji  we 
r^^  see  a  good  man  prematurely  old  throiLgh 
:h\  \ll  service  to  his  God  and  his  country,  we  are 
^^  filled  with  true  and  tender  emotions  which 
are  honorable  to  our  humanity  and  a  just  tribute 
to  the  wortli  of  the  man  before  us.  Such  are  the 
experiences  of  those  who  know  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appeal's  at  the  he^d  of  this  sketch  who 
now  calls  himself  a  superanuat«<l  minister  but  who, 
Jiad  it  not  been  for  the  bravo  service  which  he  has 
done  both  in  the  ministry  and  the  army,  would 
still  lie  active  in  his  calling. 

Our  subject  was  iKim  iu  Lima,  Allen  Coiuit\ 
Ohio,  August  II,  1839.  His  father,  Crane  Valen- 
tine, was  tiorn  in  Essex  County.  N,  J,,  October  28, 
1797.  and   his  grandfather,  William,  also  anatnt 


of  Xew  Jersey  and  a  farmer  in  Essex  County,  took 
part  in  the  War  of  1812  and  afterward  removed 
to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  hi-  days.  This  family  in  .Vmeriea  is 
descended  fi-oni  three  brothers,  who  were  sons  of 
Lord  Valentine  a  HiemlK'r  of  Parliament  in  Eng- 
land. These  sons  settled  in  Xew  Jersey  and  the 
grandsfjn  of  one  of  them  was  the  grandfather  of  our 
siibjecl.  Tiie  ii.iiiii'  is  a  very  old  one  in  England 
(lilting  l>:tck  W  tlic  yeai-  140, 

The  lalher  of  .Julius  A'aleiiliue  «;us  a  iMrnier  in 
Ohio  an<l  had  come  to  that  State  with  his  parents, 
settling  in  Champaign  County  when  it  was  called 
Allen  County.  In  1845  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
liK'ated  in  Wat^-rvliet.  Berrien  (.'onnty,  whei-e  he 
bought  and  improved  a  farm.  This  successful  man 
who  wrts  prominent  in  public  afiair.s,  being  firat  a 
Whig  iLiid  afterward  a  liepublican  in  his  political 
view.-,  died  in  IKHll.  lie  was  a  Presbyterian  hi  his 
church  connection  and  had  been  an  Elder  in  the 


The  nuither  of  onr  subject  iKire  tho  maiden  name 
of  Xancy  Jlusser  and  was  l:H>rn  in  Ijincaster,  Pa.. 
February  28,  1800.  Iler  father,  Daniel,  was  bom 
in  the  Keystone  State  and  became  an  early  settler 
in  Ohio.  His  good  wife  was  Betsey  Crane,  being 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Crane,  of  New  York,  who 
was  seven  years  in  the  Revolutionary  Army,  much 
of  the  time  as  a  spy,  and  being  a  Lieutenant  and 
an  Aid-de-Camp  to  Gen.  Washington.  He  died 
in  New  Y'ork.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed 
away  June  11, 1887, leaving  live  children,  of  whom 
oui"  subject  was  next  to  tlie  eldest. 

Julius  \'alentino  came  to  Jlichigan  when  six 
years  of  age,  traveling  with  a  family  with  team. 
He  was  reared  upon  the  fai-m  and  remained  there 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years, 
having  received  the  best  advantages  which  were  to 
be  obtained  in  the  district  schools. 

The  call  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  year  1861 
awakened  a  spirit  of  br.ive  devotion  in  many  a 
loyal  young  heait,  and  among  these  young  men 
was  our  subject,  who  enlisted  in  September  of  that 
vtai  in  Company  B  Twelfth  S'icliigan  Infantry. 
He  was  at  oni-e  sent  South  and  took  part  in  the 
Iwttlt.  of  Shiloh  and  othei  conflicts.  After  one 
^  eai  -  sei  m(  e  he  w  is  ttkcn  ill  and  spent  some  lime 
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in  the  hospital  and  finally  received  his  honorable 
discharge  at  the  hospital  at  Detjoit  and  came  home. 
His  eyes  have  always  suffered  from  the  exposure 
to  which  he  was  subjected  during  his  term  of  ser- 
vice, and  he  is  now  almost  blind. 

Mr,  Valentine  at  once  engaged  in  teaching  and  : 
when  a  j'ear  later  he  was  drafted  he  responded  cheer- 
fully to  the  call  but  was  rejected  on  account  of  his 
phj-sicfll  disability,  and  resumed  teaching.  Eight 
months  later  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Mich- 
igan Cavalry  and  was  rejected  again,  but  quite  un-  , 
daunted  he  applied  for  enlistment  in  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  a  third  time  re- 
jected. 

Teaching  now  engrossed   the   attention   of  the    j 
young  man   and  while  pursuing  his  profession  he    ; 
continued  his  own  higher  education,  and  is  in  this   : 
respect  a  thoroughly  self-made  man.     He  was  the 
Principal  at  the  Colomo  Schools  at  the  time  when 
he  determined  to  enter  the  ministry.     He   became    ; 
a  local  preacher  at  Three  Rivers  and  a  member  of   ' 
the  Conference,  and  had  his  first  pastorate  of  one 
year  at  Wavcrly,  Van  Buren  County,  after  which 
!ie  was  two  years  at  Stevensville,  and  was  ordained   ] 
as  minister  atSt  Joseph  in  1871.  He  then  preached   j 
at  New  Buffalo  for  one  year  and  in  1873  went  to  ; 
Byron    for   two   years   and  while  there  built  the    j 
church  at  Byron  Center;  he  then  toolc  charge  of   : 
the  church  at  Cooper,  Kalamazoo  County,  for 
year,  after  which  he  was  one  year  at  Bedford,  two 
years  at  Plainviile,  Allegan  County;  one  year  at 
Berrien  Springs  and  one  year  at  Grand  Rapids, 
where  he  built  the  Ames  (hurih  ! 

In    1882    Mr.  Valentine   came   to  Lansing,  and    I 
was  over  the  First  Methodist  Fpiscopal  Church  for   i 
three  yeara,  subsequent  to  which  he  took  charge  of   i 
the  church  at  Shelby,  Oceana  C  ount^    foi  two  years 
and  then   retii-ed  from  active  ministry  on  account 
of  his  eyesight.     He   built  the  pleasant  home  in 
which  he  lives  on  Capital  Avenue,  No.  717.     This 
good  man  has  earned  and  receives  the  respect  and 
affection   of  thousands  of  friends  in  the  various 
parishes  to  which  he  has  ministered  in  this  State, 
and  his  noble  character,  his  unflinching  devotion 
to  duty  and  his  true  spirituality  have  made  him  a 
power  for  good  in  every  place  to  whieli    in  tlie 
providence  of  God  he  has  been  called. 


In  1870  Mr.  Valentine  chose  a  etnnpanion  for 
life  in  the  pei-son  of  Miss  Lottie  E.  Elms,  of  Van 
Bu/en  County.  She  was  born  in  ^ayetteville,  N.  Y., 
in  1845  and  is  a  daughter  of  J.  C.  Elms,  who  was 
an  early  settler  and  successful  farmer  in  Van  Buren 
County.  One  child,  Arthur,  has  been  granted  to 
him  and  his  good  wife.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Good  Templars,  of  the  Modem 
Woodmen  of  America  and  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  In  Foster  l*ost  he  has  served  as  Chap- 
lain. He  still  occasionally  preaches  and  is  often 
called  upon  to  attend  funerals  as  those  who  have 
known  and  loved  him  for  yeai-s  feel  that  they  need 
his  gentle  ministrations  in  their  hour  of  sorrow. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  convictions  but 
feels  that  ordinary  issues  pale  into  insignificance 
at  tlie  present  time,  in  comparison  with  the  pi-oblem 
of  how  to  dethrone  the  liquor  power,  and  he  is 
therefore   in  hearty  sympathy  with    Prohibition 


tSCAR  A.  CLARK.  A  man  who  ha"  foi  a 
jj  series  of  years  filled  wisely,  judiciously  and 
'^gjf/  conscientiously  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
I'eaee,  has  seen  opened  and  broadened  befoie  him 
a  grand  field  of  work  for  the  good  of  his  fellow- 
citizeus.  Our  subject  has  thus  served  the  Fu'stand 
Fourtli  Wards  of  the  city  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  since  April,  1879,  when  he  was  first  elected 
to  flU  a  vacancy  of  one  month.  In  his  incumbency 
of  that  office  he  has  by  means  of  his  thorough  study 
of  the  cases  which  have  fallen  within  his  jurisdic- 
tion and  of  tlie  statutes  of  Michigan,  and  the  rul- 
ings of  the  common  law,  adjusted  satisfactorily 
thousands  of  cases  which  might  else  have  resulted 
in  tedious,  expensive  and  han-asfeing  suits  at  law, 
and  he  has  thus  exerted  a  beneficient  influence  in 
the  community.  His  last  election,  which  has  only 
recently  transpired,  brings  him  to  the  opening  of 
another  four  years'  term,  which  wiil  make  a  total 
of  sixteen  years  in  this  office.  In  this  last  campaign 
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nil  pai'tiets  united  in  making  him  tlieii-  candidaU'. 
thuri  giving  liini  an  eiKl<trst'in(-nt  nf  wliieli  any  nimi 
might  feel  proud. 

Mr.  Clark  was  bom  In  Wchslw,  .Monr,iB  Comity, 
N.  Y.,  Jlav  13,  1K2!),  luid  is  the  son  of  Joliu  <_i. 
C! ark,  who  went  to  that  locality  in  ia(l5,  having 
lieon  horn  niw  Anbnvn.  N.  Y.,  in  I79i>.  With  his 
faithful  and  beloved  wife.  Harriet  (I'eet)  ('lavk,  of 
Dutehesg  County,  X.  Y.,  they  lived  in  liarinoiiioiis 
wedded  life  for  over  sixly-tliree  .\'eai's,  and  she  wiis 
tlien  liereaved  <)f  his  companioiisliip  by  death  in 
1884,  and  she  pajwed  away  in  18tt7.  He  and  Mr. 
Feet,  a  brother  of  his  wife,  were  the  tiret  settlers  of 
Rochester,  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  to  wliicli  place 
tlieyi  removed  in  the  early  days  of  that  region. 

Our  subject  left  Rocliester  in  1861,  having  had 
charge  of  his  father'ti  farm  fi-om  the  time  lie  was 
eighteen  years  old.  His  wife  bore  the  name  in  her 
maidenhood  of  Carrie  Seai-s,  and  was  born  in  Gi-ccn- 
wich,  llampsUii'e  County,  Mass.,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Turner  and  Mary  E,  (Marcj)  SearB. 
Mrs.  Sears  lived  until  quite  recently  in  this  city, 
and  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-live  years. 
Tlie  wedding  day  of  our  subject  was  May  20,  1856. 
In  1861  our  subject  i-emuved  to  Benzonia,  Ron- 
Kle  County,  this  State,  which  Wao  then  a  perfect 
wilderness;  liei-ebe  remained  for  one  year,  erecting 
for  himself  the  first  good  house  that  was  built  in 
Henzie.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Duplain 
Township,  Clinton  County,  and  k>cated  near  the 
village  of  Klsie,  taking  a  farm  and  entering  into 
the  lumlwr  business.  After  three  yeara  thei-e  he 
removed  to  Lansing  in  October,  1865,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade.  In  this  he  remained  until  he 
was  elected  to  the  ofHce  of  Justice  of  the  Peaee,his 
yard  being  on  i'l-anklin  Street  and  having  a  mill 
at  the  west  end  of  the  mill  dam.  Hince  1879  he 
has  given  his  whole  attcution  to  oifieial  duties, 

Mr.  Clark  still  resides  at  No.  1209  Walnut 
Street,  N.,  the  same  house  which  he  bought  in  March. 
1865,  and  it  is  situated  in  an  attractive  and  well- 
settled  part  of  the  city.  To  this  happ.\  home  one 
daughter  was  granted,  Cora,  who  is  now  the  wife 
(if  .Toliii  I.  Carpenter,  an  attorney  who  resides  on 
Franklin  Sti-eet.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  liv- 
ing child,  Dwight  Clark.  The  Franklin  Street 
Presbyterian    Church   is    the  religious  bwly  with 


Mini  Mis.  Chirk  li 


.■e  long  Iteen  identi- 
lifd.  and  in  M'liich  they  have  ^found  an  abundant 
held  for  usefulness  and  laboi-.  Their  influence  for 
good  is  felt  in  tlie  community,  and  they  are  loved 
and  i-espectod  for  their  sterling  character  and  true 
neighborly  kindness. 


s^-i^wM^M-^--- 


»p«)LMER  IX  NORTH,  M.  I).  Among  the  men 
fe)  of  Lansing,  prominent  in  social  and  educa- 
JiL-s^  tional  and  professional  eii-eles  we  find  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  speak  iu  this  writing.  He 
has  filled  a  number  of  responsible  positions  here, 
having  been  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
from  1871  to  1875.  He  was  born  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  February  18,  1841,  and  is  a 
son  of  H.  H.  North,  who  was  a  native  of  tlie  town- 
ship of  I^nsing,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  The 
gm  lid  father,  Joseph  E.,  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  a  farmer  on  the  Schuylkill  River. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1838,  locating  in  the  township  of  Lansing 
which  he  named  from  the  township  from  which  he 
came.  In  the  fall  he  walked  back  home  and  in 
1839  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home.  He  en- 
tered land  on  section  33,  which  was  covered  with 
a  splendid  grove  of  beech  and  maple  trees,  and 
having  built  a  log  house,  he  proceeded  to  improve 
the  farm.  He  was  Supervisor  for  fourteen  years 
and  for  much  of  that  time  acted  as  Chairman  of 
the  Hoard.  He  died  November  5,  1862,  having 
reached  liis  seventy-fii-st  year.  The  family  traces 
its  lineage  back  to  England  but  the  descendants 
have  been  for  generations  in  this  country. 

H.  H.  North  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father, 
and  being  a  mason  by  trade  found  abundant  op- 
portunities for  employment,  engaging  largely  in 
building  as  well  as  entering  and  improving  land  in 
Delhi  Townslii]*,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Jjinsing 
Township.  Wlien  that  portion  was  set  off  as  a 
separate  corporation  he  gave  to  it  the  name  of 
Delhi.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1885,  aged  sixty- 
nine  years.  He  had  been  Supervisor  of  the  Town- 
ship and  was  a  man  of  prominence  and   influence 


I  loslcd 


b,  Google 


390 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


in  the  community  Hif  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Almira  Buck  was  al^o  a  native  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  diughtei  of  Daniel  Buck,  of 
Lansing  Township  She  was  a  sister  of  Mr.  Daniel 
W.  Buck,  whose  biogiaphical  sketch  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume  She  died  in  Delhi 
Township  in  Maj  18^0,  ha\mg  reached  the  age 
(if  seventy-three  ,^eai-s  Botli  she  and  her  husband 
were  earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Nine  children  were  granted  to  the  excellent 
couple  of  whom  we  have  just  been  speaking,  and 
eight  of  them  grew  to  man's  and  woman's  estate, 
of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Marian  L., 
Mrs.  Holmes,  who  died  at  Delhi;  Dr.  North,  oui 
subject;  Albert  E.,  who  belonged  to  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Veteran  Cavalry,  having  enlisted  in  1864 
and  served  until  the  close  of  tJie  war;  he  now  re- 
sides in  Dakota;  Henry  E.,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Eighteenth  Michigan  Regiment  but  being  dis- 
abled was  discharged  after  one  year's  service  and 
now  lives  in  Delhi  Township;  Dr.  James  S.,  of 
Delhi  Township;  Myi-a  L.,  Mrs.  Field,  of  Dansville; 
Hattie  B.,  Mrs.  Wilcox,  of  Lansing  Township; 
Howard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and 
Therou  C,  of  Delhi  Township, 

The  childhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, which  were  then  held  in  private  houses.  He 
was  able  to  attend  only  the  winter  schools  but 
when  a  little  older  attended  Taylor's  Academy  at 
Lansing.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Delhi  Township  and  the  next  year  in 
Delta,  E^ton  County.  He  entered  Michigan  Agri- 
cultural College  in  the  spring  of  1861  but  did  not 
remain  there  long,  as  in  the  fall  his  patriotic  im- 
pulses got  the  better  of  his  love  for  learning,  and 
lie  laid  his  opportunities  for  education  upon  the 
altar  of  his  country. 

It  was  in  Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry 
that  this  young  man  began  service  as  a  private, 
being  mustered  in  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Detroit,  but  he 
was  afterward  transferred  to  the  Fourteenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  in  Company  D,  in  which  he  served 
as  Sergeant.  This  regiment  was  placed  in  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland and  was  active  during  the  siege  of  Corinth. 


He  served  three  years  and  seven  months  and  re- 
ceived his  discharge  March  14,  1865. 

Returning  home,  the  young  veteran  again  at- 
tended school  for  a  short  time  at  the  old  academy 
in  Lansing,  In  April  of  1867  he  entered  Albion 
College,  where  he  took  the  degree  of  Bachelor  nf 
Sciences  in  1870.  After  teaching  seven  months  in 
Leslie,  this  county,  he  was  elected  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools,  in  which  office  he  served 
four  yeai*.  After  this  he  taught  for  a  number  of 
years  at  the  Dansville  High  School  after  which  he 
took  up  the  study  of  medicine.  In  1879.  he  en- 
tered the  Detroit  Medical  College  where  he  took 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1881,  and 
then  located  in  Lansing  and  took  up  his  practice 
here  He  devotes  his  whole  attention  and  time  to 
his  profession  and  is  a  member  not  only  of  the 
Lansing  Medical  Society  but  of  the  State  Medical 
Society.  He  is  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Examin- 
ing Surgeons  for  Pensions  and  has  been  on  that 
board  for  six  years.  He  is  a  lover  of  iine  horses 
and  still  retains  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  a 
handsome  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
He  is  identified  with  the  Charles  T.  Foster  Post, 
(i.  A.  R.  He  is  often  appointed  delegate  to  county 
and  State  Democratic  Conventions  and  is  stanch  in 
his  allegiance  to  that  party. 


ifL  ON.  DANIEL  W.  BUCK.  He  of  whom  we 
|lf~^i  write  is  one  of  the  men  wliogive  dignity  and 
^^  tone  to  the  community  by  the  honorable  ad- 
(^  vantageof  theirage.  He  is  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  and  his  career  has  been  closely  associated 
with  that  of  the  capital  city  since  its  location,  he 
having  settled  here  in  October,  18i8.  He  is  the 
proprietor  of  Buck's  furniture  and  undertaking 
room's  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Ionia 
Streets,  a  building  that  is  conspicuous,  not  only  in 
in  tlie  city,  but  it  is  known  throughout  Central 
Michigan  as  one  of  the  finest  in  this  portion  of  the 
State, 

Mr,  Buck  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Lansing,  N,  Y., 
April  21,1828.     He  is   the  son  of   Daniel  Buck, 
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Sr.,  who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  tliat  county 
and  there  our  subject  attained  to  manhood,  remain- 
ing in  his  native  county  until  1843,  and  then  i-e- 
moved  to  Ithica,  Tompkins  County,  and  there  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker.  After  be- 
coming proficient  in  his  chosen  profession  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  I^ansing,  locating  in 
business  for  himself  in  1848.  His  place  of  business 
was  where  the  City  National  Bank  now  stands  and 
at  that  time  it  was  in  the  midst  of  the  woods. 
There  were  only  a  few  families  here,  the  population 
all  told  not  counting  probably  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  The  subject  that  the  people  were  at  that 
time  most  interested  in  was  the  cutting  out  of 
roads,  which  was  no  small  task  as  the  country  was 
densely  wooded  and  dynamite  had  not  been  dis- 
covered by  which  the  stumps  and  roots  could  be 
torn  from  the  ground.  The  process  of  clearing 
was  the  slow  one  of  chopping  and  burning,  and 
so  endless  did  the  supply  of  wood  seem  to  the 
eariy  settlers  that  they  burnt  the  timber  that  they 
cut  down  most  ruthlessly. 

Mr.  Buck  first  located  at  the  comer  of  Washing- 
ton and  Michigan  Avenues,  at  the  present  time  the 
business  center  of  the  city.  There  he  remained 
eight  years  and  in  1856  came  to  his  present  loca- 
tion in  order  to  get  more  room,  and  since  chang- 
ing he  has  carried  on  his  business  here  ever  since, 
being  the  oldest  firm  in  this  branch  of  business  in 
the  city  by  many  years.  Public  spirited  and  in- 
terested in  the  growth  of  the  town  the  gentleman 
of  whom  we  write  allowed  no  opportunity  to  pass 
in  which  he  could  by  word  or  deed  help  in  the  up- 
building of  the  place.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  agitators  in  the  subject  ot  erecting  an 
opera-house,  contributing  largely  to  the  amount 
required  from  his  own  resources.  Outside  of  this 
he  has  given  Iiis  exclusive  attention  to  his  business. 

Mr.  Buck  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  city  in  the 
springer  1874  and  re-elected  in  1875  and  again 
in  1886.  Befoi-e  that  he  had  been  a  member  of 
the  Council  and  one  of  the  aggi-essive  sort,  never 
backward  in  suggesting  or  taking  advantage  of 
what  appeared  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  city.  He  is 
a  memtjer  of  the  Masonic  order,  lousing  Com- 
mandery  No.  25,  and  Ixidge  No.  33.  Although 
one  of    the  most  promiuent  men  of  the  city  and 


deservedly  popular,  he  is  naturally  modest  and 
retiring,  loth  to  accept  office  when  it  can  be  avoided, 
that  is  to  say,  when  there  is  some  one  else  who  is 
loyal  to  the  mtcrests  of  the  municipality  who  is  eli- 
gible to  the  position. 

May  11,  1863,  Mr.  Buck  married  Miss  Nancy  M. 
Russell,  of  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  N.  Y; 
This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  have  risen  to 
call  their  parents  blessed.  They  are  by  name, 
Mayton  J.,  Florence  A,,  Mary  E.,  Bailey  M.  and 
Martha  E.  Mr.  Buck  leaves  the  management  of 
his  business  almost  entirely  with  his  sons,  M.J,  and 
B.  M.  Buck.  The  daughters  are  still  at  home  and 
draw  a!>out  them  a  delightful  social  circle.  In 
1890  Mr,  Buck  modernized  his  business  place  by 
putting  a  fine  new  store  front.  He  also  introduced 
an  elevator  with  other  modern  conveniences.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  itiflueTitial  in  its 
councils  in  this  part  of  the  h'tiite. 


JUDGE  WILLIAM  H.  PINCKNET.  The 
gentleman  whose  name  is  quoted  above  and 
whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
page  is  numbered  among  the  oldest  attor- 
neys in  the  city  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  he 
having  located  here  in  1850,  He  was  bora  in  the 
township  of  White  llains,  Westchester  County,  N. 
T.,  March  18,  1822.  A  believer  in  astrology 
would  t«!l  us  that  our  subject's  career  has  been 
presided  over  By  the  same  planetary  influences  that 
were  in  the  ascendant  at  the  time  of  his  birth  and 
that  have  led  the  history  of  our  country  from  a 
time  of  peace,  though  commereial  struggles 
through  the  tempests  of  war,  to  unparalleled  pros- 
{writy.  We  can  only  hope  that  the  parallel  will 
be  continued  and  that  Judge  Pinckney's  honor- 
able iKJsition  may  be  characterized  in  the  sani^ 
way  and  proportion  in  which  our  (lOvernment 
has  grown. 

Judge  Pinckney  is  the  son  of  James  and  Esther 
(Griffin)  Pinckney,  who  were  farmers  by    occupa- 
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tion  and  calliii^r.  Tlmy  moved  to  Cayuga  County 
in  1823,  the  year  following  our  subject's  birth 
and  there  he  [jassed  his  boyhood.  Ills  fathei'i^ 
farm  wuis  only  three  and  a  half  milea  fiom  tlie 
lieautifnl  town  of  Aubuni,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
whicli  even  then  had  a  high  lepiitntiou  for  its 
fducjitional  ad  vantages.  There  he  received  hi.* 
iK'ademic  training.  The  father  of  our  siibjeet  had 
iiiiu;  isons  and  two  daughtei-s  aud  these  he  allowed 
to  go  Ui  the  citj-  and  to  enjoy  such  advantages  as 
were  offei-ed,  provided  the.y  thought  enough  of 
the  advnnt^es  to  nmlte  an  efloil  to  get  through 
the  work  incident  to  the  farm  and  to  walk  the 
diijtanec  to  the  academy,  which  was  four  miles. 
The  fact  that  our  subject  nevei-  missed  a  day  and 
was  nevei'  tardy  at  school  shows  that  he  was  indeed 
anxious  to  acquire  an  education.  lie  had  foi'  a 
classmate  in  his  school  life  here  tlie  afterward  cele- 
bi-ated  statesman,  Itoecoe  Conkliug,  who  like  him- 
self was  a  student  at  the  Auburn  Academy. 

After  finishing  school  Mi.  I'iuckney  read  law 
with  Stephen  A.  (roodwin  for  a  period  of  four 
yeni"s.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  passed  a 
most  ci-editable  examination  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  tlie  full  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  is  still  proud  of  the  record  that  he 
made  in  his  examination.  Dr.  Shank,  an  old 
friend  and  fomier  schoolmate,  had  located  in  I^an- 
sing  and  sent  Irnck  glowing  accounts  of  the  future 
that  he  felt  was  in  store  for  the  infant  eit,v. 
Therefore  our  subject  decided  to  east  his  lines  in 
lousing  and  has  since  first  coming  here  pursued 
the  pi-actice  of  his  profession,  being  at  the  present 
time  the  oldest  attorney  in  practice  who  was  here 
at  that  time.  lu  1856  he  was  elected  Judge  of 
the  Probate  Coui-t  and  was  i^e-ejected  in  186(1, 
serving  for  eight  yearn.  Since  that  time  he  was 
City  Attoraej'  for  one  year  and  first  Private  Secre- 
tary to  the  Attorney -General  of  the  State,  wlio 
was  Jacob  M.  How-ard.  He  also  served  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  State  Auditor  for  three 
yeai-s.  He  has  also  once  been  Sujjer visor  and 
twice  Alderman  of  the  city. 

At  one  time  our  subject  tilled  the  oHice  of 
Recorder  and  was  at  another  Deputy  United  States 
Assessor  for  tliis  county,  continuing  in  that  post 
for  two  years.     B^or  the  past  ten  yeai-s  he  has  l)een 


Justice  of  tlie  Peace  and  is  now  employed  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  During  the  war  he  was 
employed  by  the  Government  as  enumerator. 
Judge  Pinckney  is  a  niemlier  of  the  Masonic  order 
of  the  Lansing  Lodge  of  Strict  Observance,  No,  6&. 
Our  subject's  domestic  life  began  with  his  mar- 
i-iage  with  Misti  Maria  B.  Comstock,  a  native  of  his 
iKiyhood  home.  Their  nuptiaht  were  celebrated 
January  17,  1849.  Mi's,  i'iuckney  has  presented 
her  husband  with  three  sous  who  have  grown  up 
to  be  proinineut  young  men,  and  one  daughter,  a 
highly  estimable  lady  who  now  has  a  home  of  her 
own.  Tlie  eldest  son  is  C'harles  S,,  of  Charlotte. 
Mich.  Following  him  comes  Fred  C,  then  JeSse 
M.  The  daughtei'  Nora  A.,  is  now  Mrs.  Frary,  of 
Medina,  N.  Y.     She  has  two  sons,  William  A.  and 


C.  CAHTKHI^IN.    The  divine  spark  in  man 


to?'  early  life,  tacking  the  prestige  that  fortune 
gives  and  the  advantages  and  tastes  that  fortune 
can  foster,  i-ises  above  the  barriers  that  stop  the 
nay  and  witli  a  will  to  become  as  great  as  is  in  the 
power  of  the  man  to  be,  he  setJ*  his  mark  high, 
and  in  the  roundness  of  his  Iwing  is  reflected  the 
I>ower  of  the  Omnipotent;  as  Durzhaven  expresses 
it:  "But  Tiiy  presence  shines  iu  ine  as  shines  the 
sunbeam  in  a  drop  of  dew."  Our  subject  from 
earliest  childhood  was  thrown  upon  liis  own  re- 
sources and  the  fiber  that  he,  as  well  as  his  brothei-s, 


was   made   of   is 
earned  their  own  ' 
selves    witli    the 
their  Intel  ligenc-c 
cations. 

Our  subject  vtm 
October  24,   1850. 


shown  by  tlie  fact  that  they 
'ay, and  not  only  supplied  tiiem- 
.lecessities  of  life,  but  sanctltied 
liy  also  .acciniriuiT  eKcellcnt  edu- 


borii  in  Seneca  County,  X.  Y., 
lie  is  a  son  of  Charles  S.  and 
Hari'ict  K.  (Lyon)  (.^asterlin,  natives  of-  New  Jer- 
sey. Of  a  family  of  nine  children,  he  of  whom 
we  write  waa  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  All 
of  the  children  obtained  good  educations  by  their 
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own  exertions,  lour  of  them  graduating  at  Oviti, 
K.  Y.,  at  the  East  Genesee  Conference  Seminary, 
and  five  afterward  becoming  teachers.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  but  sixteen  yeai-s  of  age  when 
he  began  the  business  of  teaching,  which  ailling 
he  followed  six  yeai'S,  after  which  he  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Clare  County.  His  worth 
BOon  made  itself  felt  in  the  community,  and  liis 
ability  as  a  man  and  scholar  was  apparent.  Ho 
was  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  the  county  for  two  terms.  The  succeed- 
ing two  terms  lie  filled  the  oHlce  of  County  Clerk, 
and  in  1875  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  was 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  one  term. 

Mr.  Casterlin  has  filled  most  of  tlie  local  offices, 
having  served  as  Supervisor,  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 
Alderman,  Assessor,  and  in  other  minor  offices.  In 
1 880  he  was  candidate  for  the  State  Legislature  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  with  a  Republican  ma- 
joi'ity  of  over  eight  hundred  in  the  district,  he 
came  within  one  liundred  and  thirty  of  being 
elected,  a  fact  that  in  itself  must  be  gratifying  to 
any  man  with  an  ambition  for  public  life,  for  the 
conditions  of  this  failure  foretell  future  success. 
Had  it  been  left  to  his  own  county  he  would  have 
liave  been  elected  to  the  Legislature,  but  in  an  ad- 
joining county  he  was  less  well  known,  and  hence 
the  defeat.  Although  his  township  and  village 
were  both  largely  Republican,  he  was  never  de- 
feated in  them  when  a  candidate  for  ofBce. 

Feeling  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone, 
our  subject  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  compan- 
ion. Their  marriage  was  solemnized  December  28, 
1875,  the  bride  being  Miss  Hattie  W,  Kittredge, 
the  only  daughter  of  Rev,  Hosea  and  Mary  B. 
(Daggett)  Kittredge.  She  was  boi-n  at  Palmyra, 
IS.  T.,  December  12,  1860.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Muir,  and  her  mother  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  has  not  only  made 
the  struggle  of  life  successfully  for  himself,  but 
has  been  instrumental  in  helping  the  younger 
members  of  his  family  to  good  and  profitable  posi- 
tions. 

In  1881  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  re- 
moved to  Mason,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
owns  property  in  various  parts  of  this  and  other 


States,  and  his  cai-e  of  tliis  occupies  the  greater 
(jortion  of  his  time  and  attention.  Three  children 
have  come  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  Casterlin  and 
his  amiable  and  attractive  wife.  They  are  C.  Gay, 
Earl  H.  and  Don  M.  D.  The  eldest  child  was 
born  February  10,  1877,  at  Farwell,  Clare  County, 
this  State.  Earl  H.  was  born  May  31,  1884,  in 
Mason,  and  Don  made  his  advent  into  the  world 
March  4,  1888.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  preference,  and  has  ever  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics  as  well  as  hav- 
ing watched  attentively  and  thoughtfully  the  trend 
of  national  political  life.  He  has  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee, 
which  place  ho  has  filled  for  the  last  six  years,  and 
has  dignified  the  chair  by  the  manliness  and  intel- 
ligence brought  to  bear  upon  tlie  question  of  State 
government.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  nearly  all 
of  the  important  Democratic  conventions.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  various  secret  societies,  especially 
those  that  purport  to  be  for  the  fellowship  and  aid 
of  men.  Mr,  Casterlin  is  a  man  who  is  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  State,  a  man  of 
position  and  affairs. 


,— *-^#^- 


§EN.1AMIN  F.  SIMONS,  is  an  old  and  prom- 
inent dry-goods  man  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  since  1860.  He  was 
bom  in  Canada,  December  30,  1838,  and  is  a  son 
of  Anson  and  I-avina  (McMillan)  Simons,  who 
came  to  Michigan  when  our  subject  was  still  an  in- 
fant. They  first  settled  at  Lexington,  on  T^ke 
Huron,  moving  to  Lansing  when  tlie  capital  was 
first  located  here,  about  1848.  Thus  it  may  be 
seen  that  the  interests  of  him  of  whom  we  write 
natui-ally  cluster  .T.bout  the  place  with  which  fi-om 
early  youth  his  pleasautcst  assoeiatioJis  have  been 
connected. 

Anson  Simons  was  by  trade  a  carder  and  cloth- 
dresser  and  on  coming  to  Lansing  built  a  factory 
here.  Ho  pui'chased  and  added  to  the  land  pre- 
viously   owned    by  Joseph    Kilboui-ne.     He   eon- 
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tiiiued  it)  that  Imsiness  f(K'  two  years  and  then 
moveil  upon  a  farm  in  .Shiiiwnnsee  County,  but 
tifttirwflid  removed  to  Kansas  at  a  time  wlien  that 
State  promised  so  much  in  an  agricultuial  and 
Mt<K'l(-i-ftisiQj<  direction.  He,  liowever,  returned  to 
I^ADSing  and  made  his  home  with  our  subject  until 
Ills  decease,  whicli  occui'i'ed  October  7,  1867.  The 
mottiei'  lived  until  Febriiai'y  1,  18S(>.  They  were 
originally  memliei-s  of  the  Baptist  Chureh,  but  duv- 
ini;  their  latter  yeai-w  united  witli  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mi's.  Ijivina  Simons,  tiie  mother  of  our  snbject. 
WHS  Itorn  in  Westminister,  ('anada  West,  in  18Uf), 
and  cjime  of  sturdy,  rugged  Scotc'li  »t<K-k.  Her 
father,  Aroliibald  McMillan,  was  the  original  settler 
in  tlie  place  where  his  daughtei'  was  born.  Tlie 
dangei-s  of  the  frontier  at  that  time  were  almost 
overwhelming  and  Mi-s.  Simons  has  left  in  her  own 
handwriting  to  her  son  a  narrative  in  quaint  style 
of  the  family  fleeing  to  the  woods  to  avoid  the 
Indians  during  the  War  of  1812.  In  1827  she  wafi 
united  in  marriage  with  Anson  Simons,  of  New 
York,  and  in  1840  moved  with  him  and  her  Httlti 
family  to  I-exington,  Mich.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children,  seven  sons  and  two  daughters, 
and  although  her  position  in  life  compelled  liei-  to 
brave  many  hard  experiences  and  to  familiarize 
herself  with  the  hard  work  tliat  was  necessary  in 
pioneer  days,  there  was  a  native  dignity  aliout  her 
that  elevated  every  act  of  hei-  daily  life.  .Slie  was 
highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  iier. 

Our  siihject  commenced  his  mercantile  life  in 
1850,  at  which  time  he  left  his  home  and  engaged 
in  the  employ  of  a  man  who  was  the  owner  of  a 
store  and  was  also  interested  in  various  other  busi- 
ness. For  sev^  years  he  was  connected  with  him 
as  clerk.  In  1860  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
trade.  He  continued  to  be  thus  employed  tor  two 
years  and  then  sold  out  his  intei'est  and  went  into 
the  dry-goods  business  and  lias  thus  continued 
ever  since,  now  being  the  oldest  dry-goods  mer- 
chant in  the  city, — tliat  is,  one  who  has  been  con- 
tinuously in  business.  He  has  acquired  a  reputation 
foi'  the  greatest  integrity  in  business  matters  and 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men.  His  store  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  city  and  evinces  the  en- 
ergy that  its  owner  has  brought  to  hear  in  his  busi- 


ness relations.  It  has  a  frontage  ot  twenty-two 
feet  and  is  one  hundred  feet  deep,  having  tliiee 
floors.  This  edifice  waw  erected  in  I86fi  and  he  has 
been  continuously  in  business  liei-e  since  that  time. 
His  store  is  filled  with  a  flnely-selected  stock  of 
dry-goods  and  so  great  is  the  taste  of  Mi-,  Simons 
that  hiw  windows  arc  ever  notable  for  tin,'  'lenutifiil 
display  of  rich  fabrics  there  found. 

.\lthougli  Mr.  Simons  easts  his  vote  with  the 
liepuhlicAn  party,  he  has  never  been  actively  inter- 
ested in  polities,  leaving  wire-pulling  to  men  who 
(»n  afford  to  neglect  theirown  individual  affairs  in 
the  liopes  of  securing  emoluments  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. November  7, 1867.  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  .\delina  Jenniscm,  a  daughter  of 
William  Jennisou,  of  I'^gle,  Clinton  County,  this 
.State,  The  father  was  a  ]>ioneer  of  the  State. 
Mr.  and  Mrs,  Simons  are  the  |>arents  of  six  chil- 
dren who  are  as  follows;  Benjamin  ¥.  Jr.,  who  is 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  .itore;  Ida,  Lena, 
HcrtliH.  -lessi'  and  llowai'd. 


"^1 


1^^^ 


JiOIlN  \).  liKEVKS.  The  ranks  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Ingham  ■-  County  are  becoming 
"mailer  witli  each  passing  .year,  for  although 
_^  the\  have  subdued  forests  and  converted 
v»Ht  tracts  of  uncultivated  land  into  fields  of  wav- 
ing grain  and  blushing  fniits,  yet  Death  is  a  foe 
against  whom  they  have  no  weapon  of  defense. 
\mong  the  few  who  still  survive  to  enjoy  the  re- 
sult of  formei-  years  of  toil  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  inti-oduees  this  biographical  notice,  lie  wa." 
liorn  August  25, 1814,  inMiniaink,  Orange  County, 
N.  v..  and  is  the  son  of  Howell  and  KliKaheth 
(Wood)  Reeves,  also  natives  of  the  vounty  in 
which  their  son  was  Imni. 

I'ntil  he  was  i-eventeen  years  old  our  subject  re- 
mained under  the  parental  i-oof,  Incoming  thor- 
oughly fti-quainted  with  the  various  details  of  farai 
life.  In  1832  he  went  to  the  Iioine  of  a  brother- 
in-law,  Benjamin  Horton,  with  whom  he  sojourned 
about  six  months,  aiding  in  the  work  of  tilling  the 
soil  and  harvesting  the  grain.     Next   ho  clerked 
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for  a  liKilliei,  Cliarli?.*  W.,  iii  West  Town,  N.  Y.,  for 
nearly  two  yeaj*  aiifi  in  tlii.s  way  l>ecftme  familiar 
with  bu^nesB  transactions.  People  wei-e  at  that 
lime  beginning  in  large  numben?  to  emigi'ate  tii 
tlie  West.  »eekin<r  in  a  newly  settled  eountiy  an 
i>Hportiiiiity  to  l.>econie  indei>endent.  It  was  there 
fore  natural  that  tlie  attention  of  our  siibjeet  was 
directed  toward  the  new  State."  and  that  he  detei- 
niined  to  oonie  Wewt. 

In  company  with  Uarvey  Hill,  Mr.  Reeves  pro 
(•ceded  westward  in  New  York  State  and  for  a  time 
engaged  in  making  foi-ee  puin)>s  for  mills;  when  lie 
had  I'ompleted  this,  he  returned  to  bis  home  via  the 
Krie  Canal  to  Troy,  X.  Y.,  thence  down  the  Hiid- 
mm  to  Newhurgh.  He  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  Sej>tember,  1836.  cultivating  the  farm. 
During  the  previims  Felnuar*-  his  brother  .lames 
had  started  We*t  witJi  lioi-scs  and  sleigh  and  had 
gone  to  Lima.  .Mieh.  Soon  afterward  another 
brother,  (jeorge,  followed  with  his  family,  going  In' 
way  of  Kric  Canal  and  the  lakes  Ki  ijima.  In  Sej>- 
l«mber  the  father  of  our  subject  gave  him  about  *«(l(l 
luid  advised  him  to  go  to  Michigan  and  invest  liis 
money  in  lands.     This  he  decided  to  do. 

(Joing  to  Albany,  N.  V.,  Mr.  Iteeves  Ijoaided  a 
oanil  boat  [wj  iiij:  out  and  om  hilf  cent*  pet  mite 
fare  to  Bnffalo  and  fiom  theie  *H  to  Detioit  In 
boat  \t  I>etioit  Ik.  took  pa^iage  in  a  stage  (oaiJi 
for  inn  Viboi  Uie  loads  Iwine  vgi\  mudd\  and 
almost  impabsftble  he  was  lompelled  to  walk  the 
most  ot  the  hi-st  ten  mile-  of  the  jouine^  and  lUu 
aided  m  ^tting  tiR  whctN  ont  of  Lut-  ivhuli  li< 
quentiv  hindii-ed  puijit'*'  <'"  tlRtlmd  In  i  ui 
fi-oni  IJitioit  the  coach  ixaihed  liini  iiid  Mi 
Retves  having  secured  gold  in  Detioit  with  wlutli 
to  t>a>  foi  land  immediateh  stt  out  m  search  of  a 
favorabli  kKwtion  doing  noith  about  foui  mile 
he  came  to  whei-e  Henry  Waniei-  now  I'esides; 
fi-om  thei-e  he  proceeded  northwest  over  a  spai-sel_\- 
settled  district  with  only  an  occasional  wagon  track 
to  direct  the  traveler.  A  man  named  llcman 
U>w.  who  had  settled  on  tlie  north  end  of  the  lake, 
dii'Bcted  onr  subject  tfi  n  Mr.  (ii-egory  on  the  east 
side. 

In  comjiauy  with  Mr,  Gregory  Mr.  Reeves  pro- 
ceeded on  his  investigating  tour  and  flnallyseiecterf 
a  tract  of  land  i|i  what  is  now    Inglinm  Township. 


He  then  hast^'ued  liack  to  Lima,  and  taking  his 
brother's  hoi-se  went  to  Detntit  to  enter  his  land. 
this  l»eijig  aliout  Xoveml>er  17,  IHSR.  The  nego- 
tiotions  Iwiiig  now  closed  Mr.  Reeves liegan  to  feel 
homesick  and  soon  persuaded  his  bi-other  (ieorge 
to  return  Knst  with  him.  They  started  on  hoi-se- 
iiaek  during  the  lattei'  jtait  of  Novembei'  and  aftei' 
a  tiresome  journey  of  twentj-oiie  days,  much  of 
distance  being  traversed  through  Canada,  they 
i-eached  Orange  County. 

The  brothers  had  Iveen  at  their  old  home  only  a 
few  days  when  their  former  neighbors  urged  them 
to  i-eturn  to  Michigan  and  Irake  np  lands  for  theiti. 
Oui'  subject  agreed  to  go  if  the  people  would  make 
up  *3,000  and  would  pay  him  *HI  f<n'every  eighty 
atires  taken,  expenses  included.  Salisfa<;'toiy  ar- 
rangements having  been  made,  he  piiK-eeded  West 
with  his  brother  and  about  *6,r>0{).  Ninelecn  ilftvs 
after  tiiey  started  out  the_v  readied  Linm.  il  Iminj^ 
then  about  the  •22d  of  I-'ebruary.  On  the  tth  of 
March  following  Mr.  Ueeves  started  out  on  lioi'se- 
bacU  to  look  II))  land.  As  before  he  went  to  tlie 
home  of  llenuni  Low  :in.I  succeeded  in  gettinir  !iis 
company  on  a  tour  of  incpiiry. 

The  two  gentlemen  had  gone  only  a  sliiirt  di,-- 
tanee  when  they  st«p|>ed  on  a  large  \o^,  from  the 
opposite  side  of  which  a  good-sized  liear  jumped 
out.  Bruin.  Iiowever,  did  not  seem  anxious  to  cul- 
tivate the  aci|iiaintjinceof  his  visitoi-saiid  was  soon 
out  of  sight.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  set^ond  day 
they  found  another  man  looking  up  land,  and  Mr. 
Low  urged  Mr.  Reeves  to  hasten  to  Deti-oit  oi'  the 
land  would  l>e  taken.  Mr.  Ite(;ve«  jumped  on  his 
horse  and  hurried  to  Pinckney,  Livingston  County, 
then  followed  the  liase  line  to  Northviile,  It  was 
not  l<mg  befoi'C  lie  arrived  in  Detroit  and  with  tlve 
gold  |iurchase  money,  \u;  liaj^tened  ttj  the  land  of- 
fice and  took  up  the  land.  As  he  turned  to  leave 
the  ofHtse  he  met  the  man  whom  he  had  seen  in  the 
woods,  and  the  stranger  at  once  inquired  how  5Ir. 
Reeves  reached  IMroit  sosfHm.  Mr.  Rwves  i-eplicd 
that  he  "took  across  lots." 

t>n  April  8.  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Reeves  started 
for  the  Ionia  district  to  take  up  other  lands,  Iwing 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Halhxrk.  Reaching  Matron  he 
remained  for  three  days  wiUi  Mr.  Blaine,  siiending 
one   day    with    Anson  Jackson,    the    surveyor,   in 
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looking  up  land.  The  nighte  were  passed  upon 
the  floor  of  the  cabin  with  some  ten  or  fifteen  men  | 
all  of  whom  were  evidently  would-be-buyers.  On 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  day  Mr.  Reeves  started  j 
hy  trail  for  Ionia  and  when  they  were  near  Okemos  I 
they  found  the  Indians  making  sugar.  Upon  ' 
reacliing  the  river  they  had  to  tear  down  a  wigwam  ! 
whicli  was  made  of  poles  and  bark,  and  convert  it  ; 
into  a  raft  on  which  they  crossed  in  safety. 

Next  Mr.  Reeves  took  tlie  trail  to  Pine  Lake,  . 
where  they  remained  all  night  with  two  men  in  a 
shanty.  Thence  they  proceeded  to  DeWitt  and 
from  there  followed  a  wagon-track  to  Portland.  . 
When  they  came  to  the  mouth  of  Maple  River, 
there  was  no  way  to  cross,  so  going  back  a  half 
mile  they  noticed  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  and 
a  man  with  a  canoe,  whom  they  called  over  and  ; 
who  took  them  past  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Fi-om  ! 
tlieve  they  went  to  Ionia  where  as  yet  few  people 
had  located.  On  the  return  trip  they  pursued  the 
same  course,  and  staying  one  night  with  the  men 
in  the  cabin  were  advised  by  them  not  to  go 
to  the  river  for  fear  of  the  Indians.  Acting  upon 
their  advice  they  took  a  trail  east  toward  Howell. 
After  traveling  all  day  they  built  a  fire  at  night  to 
keep  off  the  wolves  who  kept  up  a  frightful  howl- 
ing during  the  entire  night.  Early  the  next  morning 
after  a  night  of  sleeplessness,  they  pommenced  their 
journey  anew  and  about  noon  came  to  a  tamarack 
swamp,  which  they  had  to  penetrate.  After  reach- 
ing Portland  they  proceeded  toward  Lima,  being 
then  quit«  hungry.  Soon  they  met  two  men  with 
guns  out  hunting.  Mr.  Reeves  remarked  to  them, 
"Do  you  know  this  is  Sunday?"  But  they  answered, 
"There  is  no  Sunday  here," 

irpon  inquiring  for  something  to  eat  thoy  were 
told  to  follow  the  trail,  which  they  did,  finding  a 
short  distance  away  a  cabin  and  there  procuring 
what  Mr.  Reeves  declai-es  was  the  best  meal  he  ever 
ate.  In  Lima,  Mr.  Reeves  staid  about  two  months 
and  then  started  for  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  by  the 
hikes,  cftnal  and  the  Hudson  River,  He  staid  in 
his  father's  home  until  October,  when  he  returned 
to  Michigan  and  sojourned  with  his  brother  James 
all  winter,  the  victim  of  ague,  then  very  prevalent 
in  that  newly  settled  country. 

George,  the  brother  of  Mr,  Reeves,  had  removed 


to  Pinckney,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  our  subject  went  to  that  town  and  engaged 
as  clerk  for  his  brother.  In  the  meantime  he 
hired  settlers  to  break  his  land  and  Jonathan 
Thomas,  Mr.  Bennett  and  old  Mr.  Jaeob  Dakan 
sowed  it  in  grain.  After  some  time  he  went  to 
work  upon  his  land  on  section  36,  Ingham  Town- 
ship, and  put  in  eri^s  upon  the  ten  aci-es  which 
had  been  ploughed.  He  further  improved  the  es- 
tate by  building  a  log  house,  drawing  the  lumber 
for  flooring  from  Unadilla. 

Mr.  Reeves  now  felt  prepared  to  established  a 
home  of  his  own  and  in  1840,  he  was  happily  mar- 
ried to  Julia  Livermoi-e,  and  for  more  than  a  half 
century  this  worthy  couple  have  worked  in  tile 
utmost  harmony  for  their  united  interests.  Seven 
children  came  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Louisa  A.,  bom  September  16,  1841,  married  Ralph 
Muscott;  Oscar  B.,  born  April  16.  1844,  has  never 
married  and  resides  on  section  19,  Lansing  Town- 
ship, where  his  father  owns  one  hundred  acres  of 
fine  laud,  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  etc. 
Oscar  V.  is  the  Clerk  of  Lansing  Township,  had 
been  Drain  Commissioner  and  School  Insfjector 
two  years;  Emma  L.,  born  April  17,  1845,  is  mar- 
ried to  Horace  Whiting  and  resides  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich.;  Fmnc  A.  married  Henry  Stilson 
and  lives  in  Stockbridge,  this  county.  The  other 
daughters  are  Sarah  J.,  Ella  E.  and  Elva  E.,  all  of 
whom  are  single  and  reside  with  their  parents 
upon  their  beautiful  farm. 

Mr.  Reeves  bought  his  present  place  in  18G9  and 
has  embellished  it  with  its  fine  improvements.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Itepublican  but  will  not  allow  the 
use  of  his  name  for  oftice,  preferring  domestic  quiet 
to  the  confusion  of  piiblic  life.  He,  however,  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  under  Gen.  W.H.  Harrison  which 
position  he  held  nine  years.  Tlieotflce,  now  known 
as  Dansvitle,  was  then  known  as  Ingham  PostofHce. 
Mrs.  Reeves  and  two  daughters  are  the  members  of 
the  family  belonging  to  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Lansing,  and  are  honored  members  of 
the  best  social  circles  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Reeves,  who  is  now  in  the  twilight  of  a  well-spent 
life,  can  look  back  upon  a  past  of  hard  labor,  which 
has  been  cheered  by  the  loving  companionship  of 
his  wife  and  the  devotion   of   his  children,     He 
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well  deserves  tlie  comforts  which  suri'ound  his 
later  years,  and  there  is  no  one  who  speaks  of  liini 
and  what  lie  has  acpontplished  foi-  this  section  of 
country,  without  feeling:  that  nniong'  all  the  ven- 
erated pioneers  of  the  county,  none  are  moie 
worthy  of  reverence  and  esteem  than  he.  It  is 
the  wish  of  his  nmny  friends  that  he  and  his  jrood 
wife  may  be  s])ai'e<5  for  inan>-  years  to  enjoy  a 
peaceful  closini;  to  Ihi'ir  wcU-speut  lives. 


J^?AKON  T.  !N(iAIJ.S.  Some  of  the  most 
^O  thoroufiih  and  eliicient  agriculturist-'  of 
llj  'I'  Michij^n  are  among  those  who  have  de- 
'^'  v<jted  themselves  (piite  exclusively  to  the 
breeding  of  g(M»d  and  superior  grades  of  iiorses 
and  cJittle.  and  they  ai-e  rapidly  making  Michigan 
I  Lead  quart*  iv  for  liusiness  of  thi^  kind  and  gainin;; 
a  reputation  for  her  in  the  mart*  of  the  world.  The 
u:cntleniaii  of  whom  we  write  makes  a  s^wcialty  of 
iireediiiff  trotting  horses  and  roadstei-s  and  resides 
(in  section  'J,  Ijcslie  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Bergen,  (4euesee  County, 
N.  Y..  April  5,  ISSO,  l»eing  directly  descended 
from  Benjamin  and  Malina  (Hnmphrey)  Ingalls. 
Thi'  father  wa?  born  in  the  (ireen  Mountain  Stdto. 
and  the  motlier  first  saw  the  light  in  Lima,  Living- 
■ston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  made  her  home  until 
her  marriage  to  the  fathei-  of  our  subject  They 
lived  for  some  time  at  Bergen,  but  afterward  i-e- 
turned  to  Lima,whencethey  removed  to  Pembroke, 
(lenesee  County,  there  they  made  their  home  until 
their  removal  in  1840  to  Michigan.  Ufion  reach- 
ing the  Wolverine  State,  they  made  their  home 
tirst  on  a  farm  in  Columbia  Township.  Jat'ksou 
(■ounty,  and  afterward  removed  to  Onondago 
Township,  Ingham  Conuty.  They  eame  to  this 
county  in  the  year  1850,  and  the  mother  passed 
away  here,  about  the  year  1855.  having  completed 
a  half  century  of  noble  and  virtuous  life.  The 
father  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son  Aai-on, 
with  whom  he  has  resided  for  many  years.  He  has 
followed  farming  all    hit-  life  and  is  now  eighty- 


seven  years  of  age.  flis  early  jKilitical  views 
led  him  into  the  Whig  |)arty  but  lie  is  now 
a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  which  his  wife  was  also  an  earnest  and 
active  member.  Their  nine  children  were  named 
Fiixih,  Skiphrouia,  .Aaron  T.,  Benjamin.  P'rancis. 
Lucinda.  Susan,  James  and  William. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  his  early  ti-aining 
upon  the  farm  and  in  the  district  schools  of  Oene- 
see  County,  N.  Y.  When  eleven  years  of  age  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  working  out  tor  wages 
during  the  summer  and  in  the  winter  working  for 
his  board  and  going  to  school.  He  was  some  twenty- 
two  years  old  when  he  came  in  1852.  to  Michigan, 
and  after  spending  twi)  yeai-s  upon  the  farm  in 
(Columbia  Township,  Jackson  County,  he  sold  it 
and  bought  pi-operty  in  Onondaga  Township 
Ingham  County.  Ijatei'  he  disposed  of  that  prop- 
erty and  for  several  years  speculated  in  land  and 
also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  U;slie, 
l>esides  mmmging  the  l.e.-slie  Hotel  for  some  three 
years. 

Desiring  lo  live  a  more  retired  life  he  exchanged 
his  hot*"!  for  a  poi'tion  of  his  present  farm  and  set- 
tled down  to  a  lite  of  a  tanner.  He  has  added  to 
his  jicreagc  fi'om  time  to  time  and  now  has  two 
hundi-ed  and  forty-flve  acres  on  sections  8  and  '.), 
most  of  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It 
is  How  several  years  sine*  he  has  devoted  himself 
largely  to  the  hj-eeding  and  developing  of  line  i-oad- 
sters.  and  trotting  horses,  and  he  keeps  about 
forty  head  of  horses  upon  his  plac-e  all  the  time.  He 
is  also  raising  thoroughbred  Jersey  cattle,  and  has 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  I^slie  Township 
upon  which  he  has  placed  excellent  buildings  and 
all  tiio  accommodations  for  the  comfort  of  both  his 
family  and  his  stock. 

Mr.  Ingalls  started  out  in  life  with  no  capital  ex- 
cept 0  willing  heart,  I'ti'ong  hands,  and  a  thorough 
detci-mination  to  achieve  success,  and  he  has  will- 
ingly endured  hardships  and  hard  work,  and  has 
never  shrunk  fl-om  any  difficulties  which  have  been 
presented  to  him.  Besides  his  farming  possessions 
he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  People's  Bank  at  I^slie, 
and  also  has  stock  in  the  People's  Saving  Bank  at 
Mason.  His  political  views  are  such  a^  will  l)e 
found    in    the    platform    and   declarations  of  the 
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Republican  party,  Mptm  whose  ticket  he  has  been 
raised  to  several  of  the  minor  township  offices. 
He  is  a  Free  and  Accepte'd  Mason  of  the  Royiil 
Areb  Degree. 

In  1852  this  gentleman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  Bolton,  of  Alabama,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  native  of  ttiat  place  and 
a  daughter  of  Abram  and  Marinda  (Griswold)  Bol- 
ton. Her  married  lite  was  brief,  as  she  was  called 
from  earth  in  1855,  passing  away  in  Onondaga 
Townsliip,  Ingham  County.  The  present  Mrs. 
Ingalls  is  a  daughter  of  Elon  and  Angeline  Annis 
and  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ingalls  in  May, 
1861.  Our  subject  had  no  children  by  his  first 
mai-riage,  but  by  his  second  union  has  three  chil- 
dren, Emma,  Minnie,  and  Aaron  T.,  Jr.  Leslie 
postofflce  is  the  address  of  this  stock-breeder  who 
stands  well  in  both  agi'icultural  and  commercial 
circles  as  all  will  attest  who  have  Irnd  any  deal- 
ings ^ith  him. 


■■i-mm-i- 


"T,  SRAEL  GILLETT.     Wlien  the  early  settlers  of 
ll    any  city  have  been  men  of  character  and  abil- 

/ii  ity- — men  who  respected  themselves  and  the 
laws  of  God  and  man— and  who  were  inspired 
with  a  noble  ambition  to  provide  for  their  child- 
ren and  their  children 's  children,  we  may  bo  sure 
that  a  grand  foundation  has  been  laid  lor  the  up- 
building of  that  city.  Snch  a  foundation  was  given 
to  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  by  the  coming  hither 
of  such  men  as  Israel  Gillett,  who  has  made  liis 
home  in  this  city  since  S^ovember  10,  1852,  thus 
ranking  as  among  the  oldest  settlei-s  here. 

This  successful  architect  and  mechanic,  whose 
office  may  be  found  at  No.  lOi  W.  Michigan  Ave., 
was  born  at  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  N.  Y., 
March  4,  1827.  His  honored  parents,  Israel  Gil- 
lett, Sr.,  and  Susan  (Bailey)  Gillett,  were  New 
Yorkers  by  birth.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  The  fii-st  twenty-four  years  of  our 
subject's  life  were  spent  on  his  father's  farai  and 
there  he  received  his  education  and  worked  in  a 
factory  as  machinist  and  later  on  was  set  to  learn- 


ing the  jeweler's  trade.  Upon  starting  out  for 
himself  he  came  to  Lansing  and  opened  a  jewelry 
establishment  here  on  Washington  Avenue,  in  which 
he  continued  for  sixteen  years,  being  the  second 
man  here  to  open  a  shop  of  that  kind.  After  one 
year  he  bought  out  his  only  rival  in  the  ti-ade  and 
for  seven  years  was  tbe  only  jeweler  in  Lansing. 

In  1868-69  Mr.  Gillett  sold  out  his  business  and 
entered  upon  ai'chiteetural  work  and  the  handling 
of  real  estate,  mostly  for  himself.  He  also  built 
and  sold  houses  and  carried  on  contracting  and 
building  for  others  and  has  continued  in  the  archi- 
tectural line  up  to  the  present  time,  and  still  super- 
intends the  completion  of  certain  special  contracts, 
although  he  is  gradually  closing  out  his  business 
and  retiring  from  active  work. 

Although  interested  in  public  matters  as  an  in- 
telligent man  must  always  be,  Mr.  Gillett  has  never 
cared  to  mingle  actively  in  political  movements. 
His  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  subject  ot 
education  and  liis  well-known  ability  and  excellent 
judgment  have  for  seven  years  made  him  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education.  As  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  66,  of  Lansing  lie  has  taken 
the  thirty-second  degree. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  now  the  oldest 
members  of  the  ("entral  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  city,  and  when  that  body  was  organized  he 
was  one  of  the  Trustees  and  one  of  the  building 
committee  appointed  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
to  superintend  the  building  of  the  edifice  and  he 
IS  the  only  surviving  member  of  that  committee. 
For  a  number  of  years  he  has  been  the  Trustee 
and  Steward  of  that  church  and  when  they  sold 
the  old  building  and  put  up  the  new  one  he  was 
again  oneof  the  buildingcommittee and  practically 
was  the  superintendent  of  this  beautiful  structure 
which  cost  $50,000  and  was  only  completed  in 
1890  with  a  seating  capacity  for  one  thousand 
people.  It  stands  at  tlie  comer  of  Capitol  Avenue, 
and  Ionia  sti-eets  and  is  an  admirable  building  of 
Ionia,  sandstone  and  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1851  united  him 
with  Sarah  K.  Seaman,  daughter  of  liansom  and 
Susan  (Day)  Seaman.  This  lady  was  born  in  July 
31,  1831  and  her  girlhood's  home  was  -Schroon 
Lake,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  her  wedding  day  being 
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November  10,  1857.  Their  two  ehildi-en  are  Charles 
B.  and  Jennie  S.,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Willis 
B.  Kirby  of  this  eity  and  to  her  lias  been  granted 
one  child — Ealpli  G. 


EDWIN  H.  P0BTP:B  is  the  son  of  Seth  J. 
Porter,  whose  liiatory  may  be  found  under 
the  combined  biographical  sketch  of  J.  B.  & 
E.  H,  Porter,  dealers  in  real-estate,  who  have  a 
large  business  in  the  sale  and  exchange  of  property, 
also  doing  a  large  business  in  insurance,  both  life 
and  accident.  Our  subject  bought  out  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  K.  B.  JoneS;  that  is,  his  local  interests 
in  the  office.  Since  he  has  been  so  interested  he 
has  been  very  successful,  doing  a  large  and  pay- 
ing business,  for  so  great  is  the  confidence  reposed 
in  his  judgment  and  word  by  dealers  in  i-oal-estate 
and  so  reliable  is  he  known  to  be  that  his  patron- 
age is  very  large. 

Edwin  H.  Port«r  was  boni  at  Mareellu^,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  December   16,   1822,  and  in 

1833  went  with  his  parente  to  Kalamazoo.  He  re- 
mained a  short  time  with  his  father  and  gi-andfather, 
who  had  a  farm  on  the  prairie.  He  procured  it  when 
the  aoii  in  that  vicinity  was  virgin,  being  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  county. 
After  spending  the  winter  with  our  subject,  Seth  J. 
Porter  moved  to  Kalamazoo  where  in  the  spring  of 

1834  he  built  the  first  frame  house,  which  was  then 
an  object  of  pride  in  the  village.  There  he  re 
maiued  until  the  following  August  when  his  de- 
cease occurred.  He  was  a  professional  man,  l)eing 
a  skillful  physician  and  among  the  pioneer  settlei-s 
he  was  regarded  with  the  greatest  affection  and 
confidence.  He  was  the  second  physician  to  come 
into  the  county,  indeed  the  flret  of  undoubted  re- 
pute, it  being  questionable  whether  the  one  who 
preceded  him  could  rightfully-  claim  the  title. ' 

After  her  husband's  death  our  subject's  mother 
remained  in  Kalamazoo  until  1837.  She  had 
meantime  married  Hoi-ace  Stimpson  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  They  then  moved  upon  a  farm  in  Van 
Jturen  County  near  Paw  Paw  and  there  remained 


for  several  years.  Finally  they  removed  to 
Allegan  where  Mr.  Stimpson  died.  After  his 
father's  death  our  subject  had  returned  to  his 
childhood's  home  in  the  East  and  remained  with 
friends,  attending  school  until  1839  when  he  came 
to  his  home  with  his  mother.  He  continued  his 
studies  that  year  and  in  the  spring  of  1840  went 
back  to  Kalamazoo  to  go  into  business  for  himself. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  M, 
Haines,  died  in  this  city  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years. 

Binding  himself  out  in  J840  to  a  manufacturer 
of  carriages,  our  subject  spent  the  next  five  years 
as  an  apprentice  in  learning  the  carriage-maker's 
trade.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
carried  on  the  business  for  himself  for  a  couple  of 
ycare,  when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  continuing  to  bo  thus  employed  until 
1857.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  liis  interests  in 
the  groceiy  line  and  became  Assistant  Postmaster, 
His  brother-in-law,  Mr.  .lames  A.  Walter,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  positionof  Postmaster  in  Kalamazoo 
and  there  our  subject  remained  until  1862.  He 
then  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  was 
appointed  First  Lieutenant  and  Commissary  of 
the  regiment,  wliicli  was  the  Fourth  Michigan 
(Cavalry.  He  was  mustered  in  July,  1862  and  was 
sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumlwrland.  He 
remained  in  active  service  until  December,  1864, 
and  then  resigned  his  commission  od  account  of 
ill-health.  During  km  service  he  was  a  participant 
in  the  battle  at  Stone  River,  Chattanooga,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Chickamauga  and  was  one  of  the 
l>eleaguei's  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta. 

AfterhisretumMr.Portei' again  went  into  public 
service,  being  appointed  Qiiai-tmaster  on  the  staff  of 
the  Provost  Mai-shal  and  remained  in  the  position 
Tintil  all  matters  pcrtainhig  to  the  war  were  closed 
up.  In  1866  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerkship  in 
the  Htot«  Land  Office  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  July  when  ho  was  appointed  as  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  OtHce  under  Gen.  Pritchard, 
which  office  he  retained  until  1871.  At  the  date 
above  mentioned  he  went  into  the  Auditor-(ien- 
eral's  office  and  there  remained  for  twenty  years, 
but  this  spring  the  change  in  the  Government  in 
which  the  DeiRocrat?  took  the  IpaiSj  wp  disastrous 
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to  him,  as  he  is  a  most  ardent  Rcpublicaii  and  on 
losing  his  position  he  went  into  partnership  with 
lne%mUnr  b  Xhe  j'eal-estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness as  before  mentioned. 

On  December  22,  1845,  Mr.  Porter  was  married 
to  Miss  Adeline  E.  Walter  to  whom  four  children 
were  bom,  their  names  being  as  follows:  Harvey 
W.,  Charles  E.,  Alice  A.  and  Nellie  R.  Alice  is 
now  Mi's.  George  H.  Seymoiii'  and  Nellie  is  Mrs.  C. 
R.  White.  Mrs.  Adeline  Porl«r  died  June  23. 
1865,  He  was  a  second  time  married,  his  bride 
being  Miss  Emily  E.  Nasii,  of  Lansing.  Slie  is  a 
daughter  of  Charles  E.  Nash,  one  of  the  early 
pioneers  in  this  vicinitj',  Mi-s.  Porter  is  devoted 
to  her  husband  and  his  interests,  making  for  itim  a 
delightful  home  life.  They  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church  and  are  representative 
people  in  the  city. 


l^ijOBERT  MANN.  There  is  nothing  that  shows 
Iwf  the  innate  refinement  and  gentleness  of  a 
'  \  man's  nature  moi'e  than  a  care  for  the  ex- 
quisite blossoms  that  crown  the  most  patient 
and  diligent  efforts  at  cultivation,  A  cruel  or  un- 
kind man,  or  a  careless  or  inappi-eciative  man  would 
never  succeed  as  a  florist,  for  the  tender  green 
things  under  the  charge  of  such  a  person  are  en- 
tirely at  his  mercy,  to  be  starved  and  choked,  or  to 
.  be  fed,  watered,  and  warmed  at  his  will.  Neither 
can  an  ignorant  man  sucfeed  in  this  calling,  for 
ignorance  is  stupidity  and  iiiapprticiativeness,  and 
one  who  is  so  watchful  and  intelligent  that  he  can 
understand  the  unspoken  language  that  tells  of  the 
needs,  or  thankfulness  for  care,  of  the  green  things 
that  gladden  our  homes  and  crown  all  festive  occa- 
sions, is  neither  stupid  nor  ignorant,  but  humane 
and  tender. 

Our  subject  who  is  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Robert 
Mann  &  Son  who  have  charge  of  the  most  exten- 
sive gi-eenhousos  in  the  city,  is  located  on  South 
Washington  Avenue,  where  he  has  extensive 
grounds,  having  two  and  a  half  acres  devoted  to 


the  business.  Their  trade  is  mostly  wholesale 
being  engaged  in  foreing  early  vegetables  and  in 
selling  in  a  wholesale  way  to  the  grocers  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Mann  was  born  in  Ipswich.  Mass.,  Jan- 
uary 23,  1831.  He  is  a  son  of  Jatez  and  Mary 
(Peatfleld)  Mann,  tlie  family  lieing  of  English  ori- 
gin, having  emigrated  from  England  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Ipswich  in  1827.  Our  sub- 
ject's father,  directly  after  his  marriage,  devoted 
himself  to  the  occuimtion  of  shoemaking,  but  dur- 
ing the  last  yeai'9  of  his  life  was  a  manufacturer  of 
knit  goods.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  he  being  a  Trustee  and  one 
of  the  stanch  old  men  of  his  time. 

The  education  enjoyed  by  our  subject  was  ac- 
quired in  his  native  place,  whei-e  he  finished  in  the 
grammar  school,  and  then  t)ecame  engaged  in  the 
tin  business  in  the  city  of  Boston,  Mass,  He  re- 
moved (i-om  that  city,  however,  to  Hillsdale,  Mich., 
in  August,  1849,  and  while  still  a  boy  he  launched 
out  alone  engaging  in  his  trade  as  tinner,  and  for 
a  number  of  yeai-s  worked  as  journeyman  at  that 
place.  In  1876,  he  came  to  tlie  city  of  Lansing, 
having,  prior  to  coming  here,  married  Miss  Ann 
Alice  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Caiphas  Clark.  She 
was  horn  July  7,  1840,  and  is  a  native  of  England, 
having  come  witii  her  parents  to  the  T'inted  States 
when  onl^-  one  year  old. 

On  coming  to  I^ansing  in  1876,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  gardening  and  in  the  business  of  a  flor- 
ist, fii-st  renting  the  land  which  he  used  and 
gradually  increasing  his  business,  until  in  1882,  he 
purchased  the  place  which  they  now  occupy,  and 
which  alone  as  a  real-estate  deal  has  been  a  most 
fortunate  and  pivtitable  investment.  It  is  one- 
half  mile  inside  the  city  limits  and  in  fine  condi- 
tion for  sub-division.  This  they  put  into  shape, 
added  large  gi'eenhoiises  and  now  do  a  fine  busi- 
ness in  I'oi'cing  vegetables  and  flowers.  In  1886, 
they  also  built  upon  the  place  a  fine  two-story 
frame  residence,  which  is  a  home  that  is  strikiug  in 
its  beauty  of  surrounding,  its  location  and  the  way 
in  which  it  is  kept  lip.  Mr.  Mann  is  now  one  of 
the  prominent  and  successful  business  men  of  tlie 
town.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Robert  H.,  who  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  business,  having   been   so  oqcupleti 
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since  1878;  Florence  L.  and  Mary  A.;  all  are  stiU  at 
home,  and  form  a  delightful  society  within  them- 
selves.    The  young  ladies  as    well  as    the   young 
gentlemau,are  bright,  intelligent  and  accomplished, 
and  the  air  about  the  home  is  filled  with  the  suii- 
sliine  that  yonng  life  and  enthusiasm  brings.     The 
family   are    membere   of   the    First     Presbyterian    ■ 
Church  and  are  enthusiastic  workers  in  that  body,   ■ 
doing  all  in  their  powtT  for  the  upbuilding  and    ; 
sustaining  of  the  Gospel  work.     Our  subject  is  a   ' 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  from  his   , 
social  relations,  lias  derived  mauy  substantial  ben- 
efits as  well  as  social  pleasures. 


>=^#*^lt«H«-i^i#g 


^^  YKIIS  ALSDORF.  Tlie  name  at  the  head  of 
(li  ^  this  sketch  is  that  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
^^7  settlei-8  in  Ingham  County,  he  having  come 
here  in  1856,  which,  late  as  it  may  seem  to  a  resi- 
dent in  an  older  State  and  county,  showed  very 
few  of  the  present  improvements.  Prior  to  coming 
here  Mr.  Alsdorf  had  located  in  Pontiac,  Oakland 
County,  settling  there  in  1853.  He  was  horn  in 
Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  October  14,  1825,  and  is  a 
son  of  Levi  Alsdorf,  who  is  descended  fi'om  the 
Alsdorfs  that  were  the  original  jiatentees  of  what 
was  known  as  the  Holland  Land  Purehase. 

When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eight  yeara  of 
age  his  parents  removed  from  Ulster  County  to 
Genesee  County,  N.  T.  Most  of  his  education, 
however,  was  acquired  in  Wyoming  County  and 
there  lie  attained  manhood  and  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Ijoretta  Melcher,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  Melcher,  a  pioneer  in  this  Htate  from 
Vermont.  Mrs.  Alsdorf  was  born  in  the  year  1829. 
Their  mamage  was  celebrated  June  6,  1846.  In 
1863  he  came  with  his  wife  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Pontiac,  He  was  there  employed  in  the 
freight  office  of  the  Detroit  &  I'ontiac  Railroad. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Inglwm  County,  where 
his  father-in-law  had  located, settling  in  Meridian 
Township.  For  a  time  our  subject  there  engaged 
in  farming. 

Not  as  familiar  with  agricultural  as  with  com- 


inercial  life  he  preferred  the  latter  imii  aoen  tuy 
cepted  a  position  as  foreman  in  the  Reform  School 
shop,  being  installed  in  his  position  while  the 
institution  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  He  was  there 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
enlisted  as  principal  musician  in  the  Fourteenth 
Michigan  Infantry,  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was 
promoted  while  at  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  to  be  leader 
of  the  band,  First  Brigade  of  Second  Division  of 
the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  whleli  was  commanded 
by  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan.  He  served  all  through 
the  battles  of  Corinth  and  the  summer  campaign 
of  1862-63.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  battles  of 
.Stony  River  and  Chickamauga  and  was  finally 
discharged  on  account  of  disability.  While  l>ing 
at  Fi-ank  Andei-son's  cross  roads  at  Sequatchie 
River,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  lemamed 
there  until  his  discharge,  which  took  place  in 
December,  1863. 

He  remained  at  home  until  the  spring  of  1864, 
when  he  i^e-enlisted  in  the  post  band  under  Gen. 
Sc'oJield  and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
On  returning  to  the  North  our  subject  went  back 
to  the  Reform  School  and  remained  there,  filling 
the  position  which  he  had  previously  occupied 
until  1868,  when  he  received  a  call  to  go  to  the 
Wisconsin  Refoim  School  as  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent. He  i-espondcd  t<j  this  call,  bnt  at  the 
expiration  of  the  year  he  was  urged  to  return  to 
his  old  position  and  came  back  as  acting  assistant 
Superintendent,  which  position  he  maintained  un- 
til December,  1871,  when  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  old  Holmes  drug  store  and  has 
devoted  himself  to  the  drug  business  ever  since, 
changing  neither  his  location  nor  his  mode  of  pro- 
cedure in  business.  The  linn  is  now  run  under 
the  name  of  C.  .\lsdorf  A  Son,  he  liaving  takeu 
his  son  into  partnership  on  the  retirement  of  his 
former  partner.  Since  engaging  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, fortune  has  smiled  upon  Mr.  Alsdorf  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  business  men  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Alsdorf  is  the  possessor  of  a  beautiful  home 
at  the  corner  of  Capitol  Avenue  and  Shiawassee 
Street.  It  is  most  graciously  presided  over  by  his 
wife,  who  is  an  estimable  and  refined  lady.  The 
house  in  which  they  dwell  is  commodious  and  at-" 
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tractive  and  is  delightfully  located  in  the  midst  of  a 
velvety  gceen  lawn  and  surrounded  with  the  choic- 
est shade  trees.  It  is  indeed  a  honie  where  a,  man 
might  spend  most  happily  the  declining  years  of 
his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alsdorf  have  the  following 
children:  Frank,  who  is  a  wholesale  manufacturer 
of  harness  and  is  located  at  Albion;  he  has  a  wife 
and  three  bright  children,  whose  names  are  Maude, 
Monroe  and  Don';  Stella  is  the  wife  of  Charles  L. 
Seeley,  a  prominent  stock-raiser  near  the  city;  she 
is  the  mother  of  four  children — Dewej-,  Fay,  Ma- 
rian and  Leonard;  Fi-ed  is  in  business  with  his 
fathei  he  ^Iso  has  a  wife  and  family  hwchildien  " 
names  beinj;  Giice  Louise  ind  l{ich<wd  The 
family  w  not  10  scittiied  but  thit  it  admit*  of 
fiequcnt  teunions  and  the  cliildien  witli  thLit 
brood--  of  chddren  make  the  tld  home  merry  and 
fill  with  delight  the  ftnd  hearts  of  their  parent* 
who  are  10  foituuate  in  that  then  cUildien  are 
such  noble  men  and  women  PoliticaU\  Mt  \1-. 
dorf  is  a  stanch  Uepublicftii. 


>^-5i 


OSCAR  F.  CAMP.  A  record  of  the  ex|«;r- 
ieiices  of  the  early  fiettlei-s  of  any  couutr,4- 
is  ever  of  interest  to  readers,  and  the  pen  of 
the  writer  never  speeds  over  the  pajter  more  checi- 
fnlly  than  in  recounting  the  brave  endurance  of 
hardship  and  the  heroic  encounter  with  the  savage 
ele.ments  of  nature  which  are  experienced  by  pio- 
neers. For  this  reason  the  biographer  enjoys 
spnnkling  in  among  Ids  niui'e  commonplace  tales 
tin  occasional  sketch  of  the  pioneers  of  Aficliigan. 
The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  who  was  one 
of  the  eai'liest  settlers  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County, 
lirst  located  al>out  sixteen  rotls  north  of  his  pre- 
sent beautiful  home  whicli  is  situated  at  Xo.  716 
High  Street,  making  his  residence  in  a  log  shanty 
hi  the  depth  of  the  forest.  Tliis  was  in  1848,  as 
he  had  purchased  land  in  1847,  before  Washington 
Avenue  was  hewed  out  of  lUe  foiiist,  and  at  that 
time  that  roadway  had  simply  been  cleared  of 
underbrush,  so  that  teams  could  creep  through, 
-but  the  main  pai-t  of  the  timber  was  atUl  standing. 


In  addition  to  his  liome  lot  Mr.  (.'amj)  has  a  beauti- 
ful farm  of  one  liundred  and  twenty-six  acres 
which  is  witiiin  tlie  city  limits. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  Alexander,  Genesee 
County,  X.  Y.,  I^cember  7,  1818,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Betsey  (Tudor)  Camp,  formerly  from 
Haitford,  Conn.  The  fathei-  was  a  farmer  and  a 
pioneer  in  Genesee  County,  settling  there  after  the 
War  of  1812.  Our  subject  grew  there  to  his  mat- 
urity, learning  the  trade  of  a  mason  at  Batavia. 
The  father  lived  upon  the  old  home  farm  until  the 
day  of  his  deatli.  When  about  twenty-five  years 
tld  Oscar  Camp  purchased  the  father's  old  home- 
stead and  established  himself  as  a  family  man. 
Ill  bride  was  Miss  Rhoda  -ludd  of  Bethany.  N.  1'., 
to  whom  were  btnu  four  children,  namely:  Alice 
\  now  the  wife  of  (.'harles  Ilocabout  of  this  city; 
Charlotte;  Gertrude,  wife  of  Tracy  Merrills  (if 
Lansing,  and   Jeanette,  Mi-s.  Joshua    McXorman. 

When  Mr.  Camp  brought  his  family  to  Ijansing. 
in  1 848,  they  came  with  three  teams  from  Detroit 
and  having  settled  them  in  the  old  log  shanty  he 
went  to  work  to  clear  off  his  farm.  As  soon  as  he 
was  a  little  settled  and  had  things  in  trim  for 
regular  work,  he  hired  a  man  to  do  the  heavy  (lai-t 
of  the  farming  and  he  worked  at  his  tmde.  His 
work  may  be  seen  u|k>»  many  of  the  prominent 
buildings  of  a  decade  ago,  and  he  put  up  both  the 
City  liank  and  the  Central  Bank  and  was  foreman 
for  the  city  in  the  consti'uction  of  the  bridge  abut- 
ment. He  has  kept  his  farm  under  excellent 
cultivation  and  now  has  a  portion  of  hind  which 
is  considered  among  the  most  valuable  in  the  city. 
I^p  t<:»  1831  he  ha;*  tia'<l  over  *9,0()(»  taxes  upon  his 
farm.  When  he  purehased  it  he  paid  t2t)  for  six 
acres  of  land.  *I3  for  eighty  acres  and  i)>(i  for 
another  fort\'. 

Mr.  Camp  baa  filled  several  offices  of  responsi- 
bility and  trust  in  the  community,  having  been  Ald- 
erman for  the  Fiist  Ward  and  being  on  tiie  School 
Board  and  in  both  of  these  positions  he  has  been 
of  great  use  to  the  city  on  account  of  his  excellent 
judgment  and  aggressive  yet  prudent  methods  of 
work.  He  attends  and  supports  the  Univei-salist 
Church  and  at  the  time  that  this  religious  body 
erected  a  house  of  worship  he  was  on  the  building 
committee  where   his   knowledge   of   methods  o( 
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buildiii-j:  and  the  vstliu'  of  malfrial  was  very  ppoflt- 
ablc  to  liie  chuifli.  About  tliree  yeaif-  nfl<.'i' 
(■(>iiiin{(  to  this  city  he  was  bereaved  bj'  the  deatli  of 
his  wife  and  he  married  iVfrs.  Martha  (Barker) 
.Iiidwiti,  wlu)  was  a  widow  previous  to  her  union 
with  Jiim.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views 
liiii  ^till  ralher  independent  in  regard  to  his  vote. 
UK  hf  makes  it  a  point  to  study  the  needs  of  tlie 
(■imiinmiity  and  the  diaraeteristics  of  tlie  men  wIki 
seek  ottlce  liet'ove  using  liis  Imllot  to  place  them 
thei-e.  He  ia  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  who 
Jtave  made  tlicir  home  in  Lansing,  and  bis  value 
to  the  eommimity  has  not  been  measured  simply 
by  his  activities,  although  they  have  been  great, 
for  they  have  been  supplemented  by  his  influence 
for  good  in  niornj,  social  and   industrial   spheres. 


■f(  Ol"lS  E.  UUWI.KW  .loiirualisi.i  offers  a 
ill  (^  liroad  field  to  the  man  who  aspires  to  liter- 
^'— ^\  ary  honoi-s  and  altlioiigh  of  modern  origin 
comparatively,  the  literary  element  in  ciur  ncws- 
papeifi  has  discovered  to  the  world  many  a  star 
who  miglit  otherwise  have  shone  unseen.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  tlie  editoi'  and  proprietoi'  of  the 
J^.nsing  Journal,  a  bi-eezy  slieet  that  besides  mir- 
roring the  general  trend  of  pnhlio  sentiment,  eon- 
tains  much  of  real  merit  in  journalism.  Mr. 
liowley  is  also  Depnty  Secretary  of  State,  a[>- 
poiuted  to  the  position  by  Seci-etary  of  State  Sopei 
in  January,  1891. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  bom  in  louui 
County,  May  17,  1868,  He  is  the  son  of  (ieoiae 
and  Catherine  (Green)  Rowley,  the  father  being 
one  of  the  early  settlers  and  born  in  Monroe 
County.  N.  Y,,  as  was  the  mother  likewise.  Aftei 
marriage  they  came  to  Ionia  County,  Mich,,  aliout 
IB.Io-fte,  and  there  lived,  the  father  being  em- 
pl<)yed  as  a  machinist.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Ionia  until  his  demise,  which  occurred  in  1862 

Until  thirteen  yeare  of  age  our  subject  was  o< 
fiipied  with  his  school  duties.  A  bright  lad  nil 
iirally,  he  was  neither  better  nor  woi-se  than  the 
majority  of  boys,   nor  could   lie   i-esist  the  templi 


I  tion  to  "have  some  fun"  more  than  other  boys. 
After  he  had  attained  the  manly  age  of  thirteen  he 

!  worked  in  the  Sentinel  office  of  Ionia,  andhasbeen 
connected  with  this  office  in  one  capacitj-  and  an- 
other ever  since,  working  up  from  the  beginning. 
He  soon  engaged  as  a  reporter  and  continued  do- 
ing that  line  of  work  until  1879,  when  hepuixshased 
an  interest  in  the  Ionia  Standard.,  which  was  the 
political  organ  of  the  Democratic  party  in  that 
jilaee.  In  1883  Mr.  Rowley  removed  to  Lansing 
and  puroliased  the  Lansing  Journal,  which  is  the 
Democratic  organ  in  this  city.  In  January,  1887, 
our  subject  established  the  Daily  Journal,  which 
lias  held  its  own  in  the  face  of  all  opposition  since 
its  inception.  He  now  gives  the  major  portion  of 
his  time  to  a  general  oversight  of  the  journalistic 
woi'k  that  Is  ilone  in  his  office, 

Mr.  liowley  was  married  January  18,  1882,  to 
Miss  Mary  C.  Clark,  of  Ionia.  One  child,  a  son. 
is  the  result  of  this  union,  named  Edward  C.  Mr. 
liowley  IS  ft  genial,  whole-hearted  man,  wlio  lias  a 
host  of  friends.  He  is  a  membei-  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Areanum. 
He  and  his  wife,  who  is  a  charming  lady,  with  gra- 
cious, dignified  manners,  are  attendants  and  sup- 
portei-s  of  the  Congregational  (Church. 


J^LIXAMJKR  McMillan,  M.  D.  Un- 
\  ing  integrity,  rugged  independence, 
sturdy  industry  and  an  honorable  regard 
foi  the  laws  of  God  and  men  ai-e  among 
the  most  notable  characteristics  of  the  Scottish 
Highlaiideri  To  have  descended  from  them  is  a 
guiiantee  of  the  possession  of  these  traits,  and  it 
i«  an  heritage  of  great  value  to  any  citizen.  Our 
'ubject,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of 
this  (iti ,  1**  proud  to  boast  of  sucli  an  ancestry. 

])i  McMillan  was  liorn  in  the  County  of  Glen- 
gam  Canada  March  .5,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of 
Dun*  an  ind  Mary  (McDonelJ)  McMillan,  the 
fatliei  Iwmg  a  fanner  by  occupation,  and  both 
faflier  ind  mother  were  children  of  Scotch  High- 
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landers  who  came  to  Canada  in  1798.  The 
County  of  Glengarry  was  settled  by  tliis  class  of 
the  Scotch,  and  in  the  early  days  of  our  subject 
not  a  word  of  English  was  heard  in  social  conver- 
sation. Tlie  father  of  the  Doctor  remained  in  that 
county  throughout  his  lifetime,  but  after  the  early 
boyhood  and  school  days  of  our  subject,  the  latter 
spent  some  years  in  a  store,  first  in  Canada  and  • 
afterward  in  Chicago. 

In  the  metropolis  of  the  Prairie  State  >(>ung 
McMillan  began  business  for  himself  and  jn  thii 
he  was  fairly  successful  until  the  great  fire  in 
which  he  was  burned  out.  He  accepted  this  dit% 
appointment  in  a  philosophic  manner  andga\o 
up  the  mercantile  business,  and  now  began  his 
medical  studies,  entering  the  Belie\Kw  Hospital 
Medical  College  in  New  York  Cit\  Aftei  itud> 
iiig  there  one  year  he  went  into  the  Long  Island 
Hospital  Medical  College,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1874.  He  afteiward  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  in  Trinity  College  Toronto 
Canada. 

In  1876,  the  young  Doctor  was  ready  to  begin 
practice,  and  being  attracted  to  Michi^in  he  de 
cided  to  open  his  office  in  the  capital  cit^  of  our 
State,  and  here  he  has  continued  with  tiue  S.ot 
tish  steadfastness  from  that  'day  to  this  devoting 
himself  to  general  practice.  His  thorou^;!)  medi 
cal  education  prepared  him  for  the  successful  prat 
tice  which  has  been  his,  and  his  sound  judgnant 
and  skill  have  given  him  a  standing  m  the  profes 
sion.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lansing  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  was  its  Pi-esident  for  one  \  ear  He  has 
been  City  Physician  and  Chairman  i  f  the  Be  ai  d  of 
Health  for  five  years,  and  is  now  and  has  been  fti 
four  years  past  the  County  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor  of  Ingham  County,  and  also  fills  the  oJBce  of 
President  of  the  State  Association  of  County 
Superintendents  of  the  Poor,  Ife  is  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Governor,  Chairman  and  member  of 
the  Central  Board  of  ('onti-ol  of  State  Institutions, 
having  reCeived  his  appointment  in  (.totober,  1891, 
for  a  term  of  six  years.  The  happy  wedded  life 
of  Dr.  McMillan  began  in  1873,  when  he  was 
united  with  Miss  -losephine  Marie  Curtin,of  Peter- 
boro,  Canada,  to  whom  has  been  born  one  child,  I. 
Donald,  who  is  still  a  young  boy  and  is  receiving 


a  thorough  education  from  his  careful  and  judi- 
cious parents,  Mrs.  McMillau's  brother,  J.  C.  Cur- 
tin,  is  a  distinguished  author  and  journalist,  and 
lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Our  subject's  eldest 
brother,  Donald  McMillan,  also  a  physician,  living 
at  Alexandria,  Ontario,  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Dominion  Senate. 


-®#® — .— 


AC  OB  EICHELE.  Although  our  subject  is 
not  yet  an  old  man,  having  only  reached 
that  point  of  vantage  where  he  can  live  in 
the  bright  experience  of  the  past  and  in 
the  enjf  vinent  of  the  memories  that  have  made 
his  1  outh  interesting  and  piquant,  he  has  retired 
from  active  business,  having  formerly  been  pro- 
piietoi  of  the  Eiehele  House,  wliich  he  had  man- 
aged foi  eighteen  yeai-s.  He  now,  however,  leases 
it  to  his  M)n-in  law, having  given  up  the  place  into 
his  care  May  1,  1891.  Our  subject  has  ever  been 
a  genial  whole-souled  man,  and  in  his  capacity  as 
host  he  has  become  familiar  with  many  of  the 
men  prfmmentin  political  life,  as  well  as  others 
who  have  taken  their  stand  high  up  in  the  ranks 
of  liteiatui-e,  the  arts  and  sciences. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Gei-many,  in  the  city  of 
\\uitemberg,  December  3,  1826.  There  he  re- 
cened  the  advantages  of  that  coun  try,  which  is 
more  noted  for  having  better  educational  theories 
and  methods  than  any  other  nation,  combining 
tethnital  training  with  the  mental  development.  He 
(ame  to  the  United  States  in  1854,  locating  first  in 
Ohio  He  remained  in  Wyandot  County,  of  that 
State  for  eleven  years.  l>uring  this  time  he  mar- 
1  led  Miss  Mary  Funck.  Tlieir  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  .lune,  1855.  'llie  lady,  like  her  husband, 
is  a  native  of  (lennauy,  lieing  there  born  January 
31,  1834.  She  came  to  the  United  States,  where 
she  had  a  brother,  at  the  same  time  and  on  the 
same  boat  on  which  oui'  subject  came  over.  Wliile 
in  Ohio,  he  of  whom  wc  write  was  employed  on  a 
farm  and  amassed  with  his  work  there  a  comfort- 
able comijeteney.  Thence  he  came  to  Jackson, 
this  State,  and  has  here  lived  for  one  year,  when 
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lie  i-emoved  to  Ijiiising  in  1867,  and  engaged  in 
ilieboai'ding-liouBCi  business, liaviug  coiniected  with 
Hie  house  a  saloon.  He  is  the  oldest  (ierman  hiiui- 
ness  man  in  this  eitj 

Not  content  with  the  buMutsa  that  he  liad  bmlt 
u]t,  Mr.  Eichetc  songht  handsomei  and  moie  loir 
modious  quarters,  and  eret ted  at  a  laigc  exiuise 
Ihe  Kichele  House,  a  thiee  stotj  brick  hotel  It 
fated  at  No.  206  Ncith  Washington  Avenue  and 
continued  as  the  piopuetoi  and  ownei  tf  this, 
place  until  1891,  as  al)ove  mentioned  when  he 
leased  his  place  to  liis  son-in  law  Oui  subject  haj. 
never  had  any  ambition  U>  liold  local  office  Inv 
ing  given  his  attention  to  building  up  his  buhiufas 
find  in  providing  his  guests  with  those  comfoits 
and  luxuries  to  which  they  aic  entitled 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Eichele  ai-e  the  paicutw  jf  hie 
children.  Most  of  them  ha  m  attained  tie  \iai-. 
of  manhood  and  womanhood  and  aie  m  busine  '. 
for  themselves  or  preside  o\ei  a  Ik  me  of  then 
own.  The  eldest  son,  John,  t  i  giocei  having  his 
store  in  the  building  adjoining  oui  sulject  ■s  httel 
Frank  lives  upon  and  otiei-ate^  the  faim  owned  b> 
our  subject  in^lintitn  C'ounti  this  State  Vnna 
the  wife  ot  William  F.  Graeatle  the  piopnetoi  of 
tlie  Eichele  House,  is  a  capable  and  competent 
business  woman.  Mary,  the  wife  of  Walter  Bliss, 
lives  at  Cleveland.  Utto  still  remains  with  liis 
t»arent-i  and  rellects  to  them  in  his  young  life 
the  pleasures  and  buoyancy  that  they  in  their 
voung  life  experienced.  Socially  our  subject  is 
I'cninected  witli  the  Masonic  fraternity,  but  is  not 
now  a  memlier  of  that  societ_v.  He,  however,  has 
heen  allied  with  them  since  IK68,at  which  time  he 
joined  the  societv  in  Ohio. 


il®®s;i^(«^'- 


jL^  O.SE.S  U.  TAILOR.  This  worthyand  lion- 
*  li  orable  gentleman,  who  Js  now  the  C'ricr  of 
/  '■  the  Supreme  Court,  hae  been  a  resident  of 
l^nsing,  Ingham  County,  since  April, 
IH6:-(.  He  was  in  various  lines  of  business  in  this 
city  up  to  the  time  he  I'eceived  his  apjKiintment, 
and  is  well  known  among  business  men  of  the  place. 


Our  subject  was  born  in  Fi-enehtown,  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J.,  February  16, 1817.  His  father,  Abel 
Taylor,  was  also  a  native  of  Fi-enchtown  and  his 
giandfxthei  Edwin  was  born  in  New  Jersey  and 
was  of  English  decent  The  grandfather  had  a 
Kige  and  hnt  fiim  on  the  Delaware  River,  and 
although  he  wis  an  invalid  for  many  yeare  he  lived 
to  an  advanced  ige  Both  he  and  his  wife  had 
brothers  who  ser\ed  m  the  Itevolutionary  conftict. 

ihe  fathci  of  oui  subject  was  a  faimer  in  New 
Jei'iej  who,  by  an  awident  became  a  cripple,  and 
he  therefore  devoted  himself  to  teaching  and  sur- 
veying, being  an  excellent  penman  and  a  fine 
scholar.  In  1835  he  decided  to  come  West,  and 
removing  to  Ohio,  located  in  Erie  County,  near 
the  boundaries  of  Sandusky  County,  where  he  lived 
upon  a  farm  through  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
Hia  wife,  Rachel  Everitt,  was  born  in  Everittstown, 
^  J  her  father,  .Samuel,  being  a  merohant  there 
foi  whom  the  town  was  cliristened.  Besides  his 
merLliandise  he  carried  on  the  business  of  distilling 
and  milling. 

Moses  Taylor  is  the  youngest  in  the  parental 
fimil^  of  seven  children,  and  until  he  was  nine 
>eais  of  age  he  remained  upon  the  farm  and  then 
went  to  Hackettstown,  Warren  County,  N,  J.,  and 
afterward  to  Morristown  and  Newark,  in  all  of 
these  places  attending  the  select  school,  and  begin- 
ning business  at  the  age  of  fifteen  yeai-s  by  clerk- 
ing in  a  grocery  store  in  Newark.  After  two  years 
be  went  to  Morristown  and  sp(mt  three  years  there 
as  a  clerk  in  a  hotel  before  the  railroad  was  intro- 
duced. He  then  engf^ed  in  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness until  m44  when  he  came  Westand  undertook 
farming  for  several  years  in  Krie  County,  Ohio, 
after  which  he  was  in  a  hotel  at  Sandusky,  and 
afterward  at  St.  Lawrence  and  Townsend,  and 
finally  became  pi-oprietor  of  the  Townsend  House. 
Fi'om  there  he  went  to  Toledo  and  took  charge  of 
the  Oliver  House,  but  being  afllicted  with  the  Mau- 
inee  fever  he  st>ent  two  yeai-s  in  recuperating.  In 
1863  he  came  to  Lansing  as  cleik  for  Martin  Hud- 
son at  the  old  Amei'ican  House,  and  afterward  the 
old  Hudson  House. 

Jlr.  Taylor  was  the  |>ioneer  in  the  ice  business 
in  Lansing,  as  in  1864  he  oi>ened  the  iii-st  public 
icehouse  and  put  the  first  wagon  on  the  s 
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After  two  j^ears  lie  sold  this  business  and  was  in 
Pennsylvania  for  some  time  and  after  coming  back 
pursued  various  lines  of  business  such  as  express- 
age  and  hotel  work.  In  1880,  during  the  January 
term  of  court  he  received  the  appointment  as  Crier 
in  the  Superior  Court  of  Michigan  and  since  that 
lime  he  has  been  at  this  post  of  duty,  in  which  he 
is  faithful  and  efficient.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  in  his  polit- 
ical views  is  attached  to  the  Republican  party 
although  he  is  independent  in  his  vote.  Before 
the  formation  of  that  party  he  had  been  a  Whig. 
He  is  one  of  the  men  who  are  known  best  by  their 
work,  as  his  modesty  and  devotion  to  duty  are 
more  prominent  than  his  ability  to  speak  his  own 
praises. 


^^  LBERTUS  W.  ED.SON,  a  clairvoyant  phy- 
iwyLll|    sician,  having  his  home  and  office  at   No. 
Ips    519  Cedar  Street,  N.,  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
^0  sing,  Ingham  County,  was  born  in  Ruy- 

alton  Township,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  October 
28,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Brooks  and  Marilla 
(Eastman)  Edson.  His  father  in  his  early  days  was 
a  blacksmith  and  later  became  a  salesman  for  a 
large  marble  liouse  at  Cleveland.  He  came  to  Lan- 
sing in  1868  and  kept  an  hotel  in  North  Lansing, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Williamston,  where  he 
retired  from  active  work  for  the  rest  of  his  days. 
He  had  two  children,  our  subject  and  a  daughter 
by  his  third  wife,  who  was  born  six  weeks  after  liis 
death,  which  sad  event  took  place  on  Christmas 
Day,  1880. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  Cleveland,  and  learned  the  ti'ade  of  a  machinist, 
at  which  he  worked  for  nearly  four  years  until  he 
1-eceived  an  injury.  His  employer  was  veiy  kind 
and  helpful  to  him  in  gaining  his  education,  as  the 
hoy  was  dependent  upon  himself  from  the  time  he 
was  twelve  years  old.  He  was  employed  upon  tlie 
the  lake  from  1864  to  1867,and  about  that  time  he 


had  developed  his  claii-voyant  powers  and  began 
practicing  for  the  relief  of  the  sick.  The  power 
first  came  to  him  on  a  sick  bed  on  New  Year's  Day, 
1866,  and  he  claims  that  he  then  began  to  sec  the 
cause  and  nature  of  the  disease.  He  has  been  in 
practice  from  that  day  to  this,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  when  he  was  farming.  He  came  to 
I-insing  in  1868  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice 
here,  spending  one  day  of  the  week  in  Fowlerville, 
and  one  day  in  Owosso.  He  has  never  advertised 
as  be  depends  entirely  on  the  reputation  which  he 
gains  among  his  patients,  yet  he  is  driven  hard  all 
of  the  time,  and  has  the  bestclassof  people  among 
his  patients.  Roots  and  herbs  and  tinctures  made 
from  them  are  his  main  dependence  as  remedies. 

Dr.  Edson  is  one  of  the  original  stock  holders  of 
the  Ingham  County  Savings  Bank,  and  istiecretary 
of  the  Haalett  Park  Camp  Association,  being  one 
of  its  Directors,  and  acting  as  manager.  He  is 
President  of  the  Mediums'  Protective  Union,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  same  aa  well  as  Director  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Mediums'  Medical  Association.  At  the 
time  of  the  existence  of  the  Spiritualists'  Local  As- 
sociation he  was  its  Vice-President,  and  one  of  the 
Directors,  and  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  State 
Association  of  Spiritualists  and  Liberalists.  He  is 
a  member  of  Protection  Lodge,  No.  321, 1.  0.0.  F., 
and  also  of  the  Encampment  and  Uniformed 
Militant.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Masonic 
order,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  66.  He  represented 
the  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  at  the  (Jrand  Lodge  for , 
years.  He  has  been  through  all  the  chaira,  being 
now  Past  Grand. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  23,  1870,  to  Cath- 
erine Gaus,  of  this  city,  daughter  of  George  Gaus, 
who  had  lived  here  since  1853.  Mr.  Edson  was 
born  Februai'y  16,  1850,  in  Wui-temberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  early  childhood.  She 
lost  her  mother,  April  5,  1859,  leaving  this  daugh- 
ter, the  eldest  of  seven  children.  After  that  she 
was  away  from  liome  most  of  the  time.  She  lived 
with  Justin  Watson  until  she  wa«  fifteen  years  old, 
after  which  she  came  to  Ijansing. 

Our  subject  owns  the  handsome  home  in  which 
he  residei^,  which  he  built  in  1882,  as  well  as  a 
tenant  house  on  Centre  Street,  N.,  and  he  is  in- 
tending to  build  another  soon.     His  property  has 
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all  bpen  accumulated  duriug  the  last  nineteen 
years.  Last  j'ear  he  built  the  Mediums'  Home  at 
Haslett's  Park  at  Pine  I^ke.  He  is  a  friend  to  all 
mediums,  and  often  advances  money  for  their 
necessities. 


_^  LKXANDEB  CAMERON.  The  brave  spuit 
^f„\    of  the  .Scottish  Ilighlandei-s  has  descended 

Iji  '*>  through  the  Korth  of  Ireland  to  America 
\Q^  and  has  in  iununievalile  cases  displayed  its 

gallant  colore  upon  tlie  battlefield.  We  are  proud 
to  give  a  resume  of  the  life  of  one  of  our  British- 
American  citizens  who  has  done  valiant  service  for 
the  cause  of  his  adopted  country  and  has  also  the 
additional  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  Lansing,  having  come  here  in  1858. 

Mr.  Cameron  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
of  Scotch  parentage.  August  26,  1830,  and  there 
he  received  his  education  and  was  engaged  as 
agent  for  a  manufacturing  establishment  until  after 
liis  marriage.  His  bride  was  Miss  Sophia  Wheeler 
who  was  born  in  Coniwall,  England.  Thence  she 
came  to  Ireland  with  her  pai'ents  and  there  met 
and  married  pur  subject.  In  the  fall  of  1856  the 
young  couple  came  to  Philadelphia  and  two  years 
later  emigrated  to  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  when 
the  i)Opulation  was  Only  three  thousand.  Mr.  0am- 
er(m  devoted  his  time  partly  to  teaching  and  partly 
to  business  until  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War 
when  he  left  home  and  took  up  arms  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  the  old  flag. 

Our  young  hero  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Six- 
teeuth  Michigan  Infantry,  which  body  was  made  a 
part  of  the  Anny  of  the  Potomac  and  passed 
through  all  the  regular  engagements  of  that  divi- 
sion until  the  battle  of  Gaines'  Mills.  In  that  en- 
gagement Mr.  Cameron  was  wounded  in  the  leg 
and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Annapolis,  June  27, 
1862.  He  received  treatment  there  until  the  latter 
part  of  August  wlien  he  returned  to  his  regiment 
and  was  with  his  command  up  to  the  time  of  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 


I    period  of  time  when  he  was  detailed  on   special 
!    service. 

At  Gettysburg  our  subject,  who  had  been   pro- 
'■   moted  to  the  rank  of  a,  Lieutenant,  was  in  command 
I    of  his  company  and  received  first  a  wound  in  his 
j   ann  and  afterward  a  bullet  through  the  lower  lobe 
of  his  right  lung.     His  arm  was  amputated  on  the 
field  and  he  was  then  removed  to  the  West  Build- 
;    ing  Hospital  in  Baltimore  and  from  there  was  sent 
home,  reaching  Lansing  the  14lh  of  July,  1863. 
At  the  time  of  the  battle  he  was  reported  dead  and 
as  it  was  impossible  in  the  midst  of  that  confusion 
and  disaster  to  get  letters  written  home,  Mr,  Cam- 
eron prevailed  npon  his  companions  to  bolster  him 
lip  in  bed  the  third   day  after  his  arm  was  ampu- 
tated and   to  furnish  him  with  a  shingle,  a  bit  of 
paper  and  a  pencil.     With  his  left  hand  he  then 
wrote  by  slow  degrees  a  letter  to  his  wife,  telling 
her  that  he  was  alive  and  that  he  had  lost  his  arm. 
Ilis  gallant  conduct  in   the  battle  of  Gettysburg 
I   earned  for  him  a  recommendation  for  promotion 
J   by  the  unanimous  voice  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
I  regiment, 

I       In  the  latter  part  of  August  Lieut.  Camei-on  re- 

1    turned  to  his  regiment  and  took  part  in  the  battle 

j   of  Biandy  Station,  after  which   he  was  with   the 

i   army  on  its  retreat  to  Culpeper,     He  was  was  then 

transferred  to  the  veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  in 

i   September,  1863,  was  sent  down  to  South  Carolina 

I   and   there  was  in  command  with   his  company,  of 

;   St.  Helena  and  Lady's  Island  during  i>art  of  1864. 

!    He  now  received   the  promotion    fi-om  Second  to 

j   First  Lieutenant  according  to  the  recommendation 

j   of  his  commandingoffleer,and  was  placed  in  charge 

1   of  the  Ambulance  Corps  of  the  Department  of  the 

South  as  acting  Captain,  drawing  pay  as  captain 

although  he  failed    to  muster  in  as  such.     While 

in  South  Carolina  he  participated  in  the  following 

battles  in  1864:  John  and   James  Islands,  Honey 

Hill  and  Deveaus'  Neck,   He  was  transferred  to  the 

j   Northatthe  close  of  the  war  and  forsome  months 

I  was  stationed  in  Detroit  aud  was  finally  mustered 

!   out  June  30,  1866,  having  served  five  years. 

Upon  returning  home  Mr.  CamcFOn  devoted 
himself  again  to  business  and  teaching,  and  man- 
aged a  grocery  store.  In  1869  he  was  appointed 
to  a  position  in.the  Auditor  General's  otfice  under 
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(ifii.  llum|)lii-c_v  lunl  Ill-Id  a  pdsitioii  in  tho  variiuis 
d((|)arl.Lnpnt-^  iilJ  to  Feln'uarv  1st,  1«S»1.  At  one 
time  lie  wns  Secretary  of  the  Swamp  l^iid  Com- 
miwioner  in  the  I^nd  Office  an  (I  only  left  liin  pla^^e 
in  the  ]^nd  Office  upon  the  change  of  adniiiiistrA- 
tion  from  liepublicau  to  Deniocmtic.  lib  deposi- 
tion fi'om  ((fflce  was  sincei'et,\-  deplored  hy  till 
who  knew  liis  honorable  record,  as  they  felt  that 
polities  should  have  liiid  no  weight  in  the  cssm;  of 
a  man  wlio  served  under  the  Hag-  foi-  over  five  yeai-s 
and  thus  lost  hif  right  arm,  and  who  had  done 
fnithfnl  service  in  the  State  ofUces. 

Mr.  Cameron  engaged  in  the  grocery  liusiiie.-s. 
estflblishing  himself  at  the  cornei'  of  l.enawee  and 
Cliestnut  Slreeb,  where  he  I'eceives  a  fair  shin*  of 
trade  in  his  line,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Charles  T. 
Faster  Post,  No,  42,  <i.  A.  K.;  lie  and  his  excellent 
wife  ai-e  membei-s  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
The  children  who  have  blessed  their  home  are  all 
living  Imt  one.  Marion  O.  is  tlie  wife  of  the  Uev. 
.1.  Y.  N.  Ilnrtuess  .if  Marine  City;  tlie  eldest  son  is 
Dr.  II.  11.  Cameron,  of  Nintli  Lansing;  Hicliaid 
[lassed  away  at  the  age  iif  twenty-seven;  Mnrgai-et 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  11.  II.  Darby,  of  Unsintr; 
Sophia  is  Mi-s.  \V.  T.  Parker,  of  Detroit,  and  lielle 
married  Itert  Proiity.  of  North  ijin.sing. 

In  connection  with  thii«  hiographicai  sketch  (be 
reader  will  notice  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Cameron. 
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.   bad 


ide  experience  in  journalistic  work,  Mr. 
y^/  Clark  now  has  the  editorial  management 
of  the  papei'  known  as  the  St-ate  Republican.  A 
man  who  has  jiassed  the  meridian  of  life,  he  tiegan 
an  early  apprenticeship  to  the  trade  which  he  has 
ever  since  pureued  and  has  served  in  all  the  cajMi- 
cities  from  "devil"  to  his  present  position.  Mi'. 
Clark  hae  ti-aveled  extensively  and  is  a  delightful 
conversationalist,  besides  having  the  i-are  ability 
of  using  his  pen  with  grace  as  well  as  strength. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Iwrn  in  Western 
New  York,  May  17,  1837.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Alabama  and  his  mother  was   born  in  Ontai'io 


County.  N.  V.  Ii  would  be  an  inleresting.  itctii 
for  a  stndenl  of  sociology  to  discover  liuw  the  re- 
spective elements  arc  lilended  in  the  sou,  whether 
the  Southern  fire  tones  the  Northern  conservatism, 
or  wlietlier  the  Northern  characteristic  ])redomin- 
ates  over  the  .Southejii.  Our  subject  spent  a  lai'ge 
portion  of  his  childhood  in  the  pursuit  of  bis  studies 
in  the  schools  of  New  York  and  served  an  appren- 
ticeship as  a  printer.  His  early  impressions  of 
jounialism  were  received  to  a  large  extent  fi-ojn 
the  veteran  journalist,  Thurlow  Weed  and  .],  T. 
Norton.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  went  West 
and  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  War  of 
the  liehellion  traveled  extensively  in  the  West  and 
Southwest,  constantly-  engaged  in  journalistic  work. 
Dnring  this  period  he  had  much  ex|>erience  in  the 
wild  scenes  of  war  wes1  of  the  Mississip])!  wliere 
the  lawless  elemcnl  carried  on  a  bonier  warfare  of 
their  own. 

Ml'.  Clark  came  to  .Michigan  in  18li(i,  settling 
1i|-st  in  Ym\  Kureii  County,  and  was  subsequently 
engaged  <jn  the  -lackson  CitixPii.  Novemtier.  !«6!l. 
iic  came  to  l-nnsing  an<l  for  about  thirteen  yeni-s 
was  in  the  employ  of  W.  S.  <Teorge  iV  ('o.  as  printer, 
proof  reader  and  city  editiirof  the  l.^nsing  Repvb- 
limn.  While  thus  engaged  he  also  found  time  to 
l)iMctice  stenography  and  Iteoame  very  expert.  He 
WHS  one  of  llip  first  to  take  up  this  study  in  Cen- 
tral Mieliigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  after  locating  in  lj>n- 
sing  made  two  extended  visits  South  and  wrote  a 
series  of  exhaustive  articles  on  the  |)olitical  and 
social  conditions  of  the  Gulf  States.  These  aji- 
pe-ared  in  the  Republican  in  1876.  In  18S4  Mr. 
Clark  removed  to  Detj-oit  where  he  was  engaged 
on  the  FreePrens.,  He  remained  there  about  three 
years  and  sul>seqnently  was  engaged  on  the  TVihvtie 
and  E'ienia(i  Naws.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  K. 
P.  Ix>dge.  this  city,  and  Past  Chancellor,  also  charter 
member  of  the  Division  K.  P.;  member  of  l.ansing 
Lodge  No.  ;!;t.  V.  ,v  \.  M..  Capital  Chaptei'  No.  11. 
H,  A,  M,  uiHl  Tliirty-Scinnid  degree  Scottish  Hile 
Mason. 

Sir.  Chirk  returned  to  the  capital  city  in  Ajiril 
of  ItlSa  and  was  engaged  with  1).  D.  Thorp,  who 
is  present  proprietor  of  the  State  Jiejmblican.  Af- 
ter being  engaged  in  the  office  for  a  few  months 
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he  was  made  editorial  manager  and  at  the  present 
time  Alls  that  imiJwLant  post.  He  is  an  ambitious 
and  progressive  gentleman  who  abiiors  mediocrity 
and  whose  standard  in  journalism  is  of  the  liighest 
tj-pe. 


\T  OHN  McKINLEY.  A  good  citizen  is  ready 
I  to  serve  his  country  both  in  peace  and  war 
^^1  and  he  does  serve  it  alike  whether  upon  the 
^^^  battle  iield  or  in  pursuing  his  usual  avoca- 
tions, and  by  a  life  of  integrity  and  industry  help- 
ing to  build  up  the  social  and  industrial  interests 
of  the  vicinity  in  which  he  lives.  The  reflection 
of  a  life  thus  spent  makes  tlie  path  straighter 
before  the  feet  of  the  young,  and  helps  to  create  a 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  straightforward  living 
and  mutual  helpfulness!  which  is  an  advantage  to 
I  lie  nation. 

Among  the  citizens  of  l^nsin^,  none  are  moi* 
ti'uly  respected  for  the  I'ecord  they  have  both 
in  peace  and  war  than  Mr,  McKinley.  He  is  an  old 
resident  (tf  the  city  and  a  car|>enter  whose  pleasant 
home  may  be  found  at  No.  734  Ottawa  Stretst, 
IV.  He  was  born  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  December 
1,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Nincv 
(Archer)  McKinley,  who  weie  from  Otiio  Hii 
father  was  a  carpentei  and  contractor  of  Ft 
Wayne. 

Our  subject  grew  to  mituiitv  securing  his  edu 
cation  at  Ft.  Wayne,  and  Jeaining  of  ins  fathti  the 
trade  which  that  parent  practiced.  He  worked 
with  him  until  he  left  home  to  enter  the  Union 
Army,  and  enlisted  December  17,  ISfrl  in  the 
Kleventh  Indiana  Battery,  going  out  as  a  Sei-geant. 
He  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and 
took  part  in  the  conflicts  of  Chickamauga,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Kenesaw  and  Mission  Ridge,  and 
through  the  long  campaign  to  Atlanta,  His  Hrst 
conflict  was  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  his  last  at 
Atlanta,  and  he  was  discharged  January  7,  1865, 
liaving  served  a  little  over  tlii-ee  years.  He  was 
promoted  during  this  time  from  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant    to    Orderly -Sergeant    and    Lieutenant, 


which  last  named  rank  he  held  at  the  end  of  his 
term  of  service. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life, 
Mr.  McKinley  settled  near  Ft^  Wayne  for  thi-ee 
years  and  upon  the  8th  of  March,  1858,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Pratt  of  Ft. 
Wayne.  Ten  years  later  he  removed  to  Lansing 
to  engage  in  contracting  and  grading,  and  many 
large  jobs  came  into  his  hands.  He  also  went  into 
the  manufacture  of  wagons  for  a  few  years,  bis 
factory  being  located  on  Shiawassee  Street  and 
Washington  Avenue.  Since  he  sold  out  that  branch 
of  business  he  has  devoted  himself  quite  exclu- 
sively to  his  ti-ade.  In  1886  he  erected  for  his 
family  a  pleasant  home  in  which  they  now  reside. 
Three  of  his  children  have  grown  to  maturity. 
The  daughter,  who  Ijecame  Mrs.  0.  P.  LeFever 
died  in  October,  1889  and  the  sons,  Frank  and 
t>9car  L.  reside  in  this  city.  Mr.  McKinley  is  a 
man  who  is  most  highly  spoken  of  by  all  who 
know  him  and  he  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
O^rand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  rejoices  to  com- 
menomte  with  his  comrades  the  stirring  days  of 
the  Civil  War.     In  jiolitics  he  is  a  Republican. 


Jf/  \SPEH  W.  GARLICK    combines  the    busi- 
I     nens  of  Notary  Public  and  insurance  with 
I     his  leal  estate  interests.     He  is  i-eeognized 
}    as  one  of  the  i-eiiable  and  active  real-estate 

men  of  the  citv  of  Lansing.  His  offl^  is  located 
at  ho.  115  Washington  Avenue  N,  He  has  been 
in  the  real-estate  business  for  about  thi-ee  years, 
having  succeeded  his  father-in-law,  Jacob  Cornell, 
who  established  the  business  fully  twenty  years 
ago. 

Mr,  Garlick  is  more  particularly  interested  in 
the  sale  of  his  own  and  his  father-in-law's  prop- 
eity,  of  which  they  have  some  very  valuable 
pieces.  He  has,  however,  charge  of  a  great  deal 
of  properly  belonging  to  non-residents,  and  actfi 
asagentbothforrentingandselling.  Bom  iuLucas 
County,  Ohio,  April  30,  1842,  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  son  of  David  and  Emily   (Fuller)  Gar- 
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His  iMiientf:  letiiained  in  the  Buckeye  State, 
Illy  a  short  time  after  his  birth,  and 
moved  thenee  to  Huntiufrton  County,  Iiid,  There 
their  dei'ease  jbeok  place  and  they  were  buried  in 
the  little  cemetery  of  the  town,  both  dyin^  in 
Jananry,  1858.  After  his  (Mi^ents'  death  onr  sUti- 
jwt  returned  for  a  time  to  Lucas  C^ouiity,  Ohio, 
nnd  remained  untiE  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
when  he  enlieted  in  the  Fourteenth  Ohio  Regiment, 
in  Company  V.  He  joined  the  aimy  in  1861,  and 
was  sent  to  the  fi-ont  to  meet  the  Ai-my  of  the 
Cumberland  in  Tennessee.  He  was  with  that  army 
throughout  all  itt  campaigns  and  engagement" 
until  aftei'  the  capture  of  Atlanta  and  Jonealwro. 
■He  wa^  a  participant  in  the  engagements  at  Cliicka- 
mauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission  Kidge  and 
many  others,  and  the  impression  that  that  terrible 
experience  made  upon  his  mind  is  only  neutralized 
under  the  shadow  of  the  national  flag.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  sei-vice  Mr.  (iarlick  was 
diseliai^ed  in  1864, soon  after  the  battles  of  .lones- 
horo  and  Atlanta. 

(to  leaving  the  army,  our  subject  returned  t<) 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  afterward  entered  the  Adrian 
Michigan  College  for  a  time.  He  soon,  however, 
went  to  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  in  the  year  1866,  and 
was  engaged  in  mechanical  work  for  a  few 
yeai-8.  In  1868  he  «ime  to  Lansing  and  was 
engaged  by  the  State  as  (^lerfc  in  the  Auditoi-- 
General's  ofBce  under  Oen.  William  H.  Humphry. 
Tn  187((  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
(Cornell,  their  wedding  being  solemnized  October  5. 
With  his  bride  he  went  back  to  Big  Rapids,  and 
there  remained  for  one  year  until  he  could  close 
out  his  property.  At  tlie  expiration  of  that  time 
he  returned  to  lousing  and  here  located  himself 
permanently.  He  had  been  variously  engaged 
until  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  occmTed,  which 
took  place  in  March,  1888,  and  he  immediately 
Iteoame  the  successor  in  the  real-estate  business, 
which  Mr,  Cornell  had  conducted  so  long  and  euo- 
ceasfuUy. 

Like  most  of  the  hvave  men  who  have  served 
their  country  in  time  of  trial,  Mr.  Garlick  takes 
gi-eat  pleasure  in  the  fraternity  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Kepublie,  and  the  experience?  through 
which  the  veterans  passed  are  always  new.     He  is 


at  present  Adjutant  and  h.tN  Iwcn  )M>tli  .liinior  und 
Senior  Vice-Commander  of  the  post  <if  which  he 
is  a  member.  Athough  he  Is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  he  is  not  an  active  meralter. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  |jai-euts  of  four 
children,  who-se  names  are  as  follows:  Lela,  (Jrnci', 
Ralph  and  Mark. 

Tt  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  give  a  slight 
sketch  of  Mrs,  fiarliek's  father,  .lacob  (.'ornell,  as 
Mr.  Garlick's  cai-eer  is  so  closely  connected  with 
that  of  his  father-in -law.  The  gentleman  waa  boru 
in  Pougbkeei)sie,  N.  Y.  On  reaching  manhood  he 
came  to  Michigan,  hi  18.S4  he  settled  in  Living- 
ston County,  and  subsequently  removed  to  Eaton 
County,  where  he  married  Miss  Julia  Rogei-s. 
Here  he  devoted  himself  to  clearing  up  a  farm, 
wliicli  he  had  acquired,  and  remained  there  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  Mason,  until 
coming  to  Ijansing  in  1866.  Mrs.  Garlick  was 
born  Mareh  26,  185a,  oil  the  old  farm-  in  Eaton 
County,  Mich, 

.After  coming  hero  Mi'.  Cornell  soon  Insgan  to 
engage  in  the  real-estate  business,  and  continued 
to  lie  thus  employed  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1888.  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  His  widow 
still  ^u^vives  and  lives  in  this  city  with  oiir  subject 
and  her  daughter.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  with  all  the  members  of  his  family  worship 
at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  en- 
thusiastic workers  in  everything  that  (wrtains  ti) 
the  sprp.ad  of  (Jospel  teaching,  and  give  lilMJi-ally  of 
their  suK'^tance  as  well  as  their  time.  Mr.  Garlick 
is  a  man  who  is  highly  spoken  of  by  friends  and 
business  associates.    Politically  he  is  a  Prohibition- 
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OHN  lUMl'lIltEV.  Swme  men  can  pursue 
only  one  line  of  business  aut^essfully  while 
others  can  successively  take  up  trade,  agri- 
_  culture  and  manufacturing  and  can  conduct 
all  with  equal  success  and  satisfaction.  .Such  a  man 
must  of  course  have  a  considerable  degree  of  adapt- 
ability as  well  as  more  than  a  modicum  of  enter- 
prise, and  the  one  of  whom  we  write  .may  Justly 
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iiave  siioli  traits  nscrilied  to  him.  He  is  now  ii 
prominent  farmer  and  stot'k-miser,  owniiiff  one 
liiiiiflred  and  twenty  acres  of  choice  land  on  sec- 
tions 15  and  16,  of  Brighton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  lie  is  a  native  of  Detroit,  tiom  Fel>- 
riiary  19,  1842. 

Jolin  Humphrey,  Sr.,  tlie  fatlior  of  one  8ut>ject. 
wan  a  native  of  England  wiio  came  U>  America 
OHrly  in  life  and  became  <me  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Detroit.  During  his  pioneer  days  in  Michigan 
he  followed  lumbering  but  subsequently  became  a 
drover  and  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  Mich- 
igan, as  he  traveled  over  nearly  all  of  the  Southern 
Peninsula,  buying  stock  and  driving  it  to  the  mar- 
ket at  Detroit  He  was  one  of  the  first  men  in 
Michigan  to  take  up  this  line  of  work  and  he  fol- 
lowed it  until  al)Ont  the  time  of  the  Civil  Wnt, 
when  he  retired  from  business.  He  had  then  ac- 
ijiiired  a  well-rounded  fortune,  although  he  had 
come  to  this  country  with  limited  means.  He  died 
ill  Deti-oit  in  1884,  having  filled  out  eighty-seven 
yt-am  of  worthy  and  industrious  life. 

Ilwamia  lilake,  a  native  of  Kngland,  became  llie 
wife  of  John  Iliimpbrey,  Sr.,  and  the  motliei'  of 
our  subject.  She  had  only  two  childi-eii  and  the 
(itbcr  son  is  now  living  in  Kan  Fi-ancitico.  It  is 
m;ni,v  .\c!ir.s  now  since  slie  passed  from  earth.  He 
I}!  wlioin  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
iHiiiitifiil  Cily  of  the  Straits  and  there  rei«ived  his 
rdvu'iitioii.  Al  111 e  age  of  eighteen  he  became  an 
.■x|)ri's>  iiH-^sciiiici-  for  several  conii>anios  and  when 
Uic  war  bjokc  onl  lie  enlei-od  the  employ  of  the 
(iovcnimciil.  Iii^  duty  being  in  the  line  of  collect- 
ing and  slii]i|)i]ig  horses  mid  other  stock  and  ac- 
companying Ills  shipments  to  the  fi'oiit  or  wlierever 
they  wci-e  ordered.  He  often  sfient  days  at  a  time 
upon  these  excui-sions  and  many  timcK  suffered 
from  exposures  and  privations,  and  continued  in 
tliis  work  through  most  of  the  years  of  tlie  wiir. 

When  the  "piping  times ^of  peaoe"  came  round 
(igain  the  young  man  i-esiimed  business  as  an  ex- 
press messenger  for  about  two  yeai-s,  after  which 
lie  became  a  member  of  the  Hrra  of  C'hoj»e  &  Fale, 
painters  and  decorators,  of  Pontine.  He  sulise- 
(juently  removed  to  Detroit  whei-e  he  hocainc  :i 
member  of  the  firm  ()f  Godfrey  it  Co,  .\fter  an 
extended  tour  throughout  the  We^t  visiting  a  nnm- 


lier  of  the  large  cities.  Mr.  Humphrey  returned  to 
Detroit  and  for  two  yeai-s  carried  on  a  wholesale 
business  in  fruit,  but  in  1885  he  purchased  his 
pi-esent  property  and  removed  to  Brighton  Town- 
ship, 

In  1875  he  was  married  to  Miss  Laviua  Hlackniar, 
who  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Mich,,  and  this  union 
has  betn  blessed  with  five  children,  namely:  John 
B.,  Zacliariah  C,  Jennie,  Myra  and  Mildred.  Mr. 
Humphrey  is  a  man  imnsually  well  informed  in 
I'egard  to  matters  of  public  interest,  and  he  is  n 
thorough  Republican  in  his  txilitical  views.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  winnected  with  the  Masonic 
ordei-  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  its  pi-ogress.  ilc 
values  his  farm  and  the  stock  upon  it  and  deliglits 
in  niising  the  liest  grades  of   animals  of  all  kinds. 
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}l^^  OX.  Cli.Vlil.BS  M.  WOOD,  Theproniineut 
jji  resident  of  Piitniim  Township,  Livingston 
County,  of  whom  we  now  writ*'  was  liorn 
.Sept^-mber  2S>,  1826,  in  West  ISrookfleld, 
Mass.,  and  is  n  son  of  .lolin  Wood,  who  was  a  card- 
makei'  for  cotton  and  wihjI  and  also  a  shoemakei- 
and  merehant  of  that  place.  The  palt^nial  grand- 
father, Samuel  Wood,  was  liorn  on  New  Year's 
day,  which  was  also  the  Kabliath.  in  1747.  and  his 
wife,  Abigail  Wood,  was  born  Maith  2(1,  1 748. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  childi-en  and  the 
father  of  oui-  subject  was  next  to  the  _\'oungest, 
tieing  iKtrn  February  2i»,  I78!l.  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  and  seven  of  his  sons  Itelonged 
to  Washington's  arHi.\'  and  sei-ved  thi-ough  the 
Revoliittonary  War, 

The  mother  of  our  subject  iMiie  the  maiden  name 
of  Annie  Trask  and  was  born  Novenilier  7,  ]7!Ht 
at  Leicester,  Mass,  Her  father  was  David  Triisk, 
who  was  ('aptain  of  a  cavalry  eompanjr  in  the 
Massachusetts  State  Militia.  He  was  horn  June  I, 
1764  and  the  gmndinother  of  our  subject  wjts  liorii 
May  6.  1768.  After  being  maiTied  in  I.#icesteT', 
Mass.,  February  18,  18Ui,  the  parents  of  our  sulv 
jeet  resided  there  for  a  short  time  and  then  if- 
moved  to  West  Brooktield  the  same  Stat*  till  1  »33, 
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when  tliey  removed  to  Geneva,  Ontario  County, 
N,  Y.,  and  in  October,  1835,  came  West.  Here 
they  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  but  in  June,  1837, 
eame  to  this  country  and  settled  upon  a  new  farm 
in  Iosco  Township,  Livingston  County.  Their 
eldest  son,  George  C,  was  the  first  settler  in  that 
township,  as  he  came  there  December  25,  1835. 

John  and  Annie  Wood  with  their  son  Charles, 
came  to  Pntnam  Township  in  the  spring  of  1845 
and  purohased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
was  partially  improved.  The  mother  died  Febru- 
ary 6,  I860,  and  the  father  passed  away  Marcli  28, 
1864.  Of  their  seven  children  two  only  are  now 
living— rOur  subject  and  John  M.,  who  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years  makes  his  home  in  Spj-ing- 
field,  Mass.,  and  who  is  connected  with  tlie  pub- 
lishing house  of  G,  &  C.  Merriam,  the  publishers  of 
Webster's  Diutionaiy  and  has  been  with  them  for 
over  forty  years.  He  read  proof  on  the  Interna^ 
tional  edition  of  the  dictionary. 

Our  subject  was  nine  yeare  of  age  wlien  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  attended  school  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  later  returned  for  a  year  and  a  half  to  Spring- 
field, Maes.,  where  he  pursued  liis  education.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  began  teaching  school  in 
tliis  county  and  also  worked  on  liis  father's  farm. 
His  happy  married  life  began  November  25,  1847, 
his  bride  being  Sarah  A,  Bullis,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Sarah  (Halsey)  Bullis,  early  setttei-s  in  this 
county,  who  came  liere  about  the  year  1839.  They 
were  the  pai'ents  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
still  survive.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  Wood  was 
born  April  29,  1824  in  Ghent  Township,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y. 

To  Mr.  and  Mre.  Wood  have  been  granted  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Julia  A.,  wife  of  Isaac  Pangbom;  George  Dwight, 
who  matiied  Llvira  T  Itiddleand  haa  twochildien, 
and  Jenny  L ,  wife  of  A  F  Wegener,  who  ii  the 
molhei  of  two  children  To  tiiese  cfiiJdien  tlie 
parents  ga\e  the  Iies-t  common  school  education 
whith  the>  could  command,  and  biought  them  up 
m  tht  faith  and  ptattico  of  the  (  hristian  religion, 
being  members  of  the  Congiegational  Church  a1 
Pincknev,  of  which  bod>  Mr  Woi.d  is  Clerk 

Thia  gentleman  hii  been  a  membti  of  the  locil 
School  Boaid  wheie  his  bioid  views  of  education 


have  made  him  a  power  for  good.  He  lias  been 
Master  in  the  Grange  and  also  Deputy  Organizer 
and  has  organized  some  forty  or  fifty  granges 
throughout  the  State.  He  began  his  political  life 
as  a  Whig  and  when  fourteen  years  old  was  a 
warm  advocate  of  old  Tippecanoe.  Later  he  became 
a  Republican  and  has  frequently  sat  as  delegate  in 
county,  Congi'essional  and  State  conventions. 

The  public  career  of  the  Hon.  -Mr.  Wood  was 
marked  by  his  election  in  the  fall  of  1874,  U>  rep- 
resent the  Eighteenth  District  in  the  State  Senate 
of  Michigan.  That  district  then  comprised  Ijv- 
ingston  and  Shiawassee  Counties.  He  was  active 
in  the  session  of  1875  and  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  old  prohibitory  law.  He  was  a  personal  friend 
of  the  Hon,  Za«h  Chandler  and  was  deeply  disap- 
pointed wlien  that  gentleman  was  during  that  year 
defeat«d  in  liis  raee  for  the  United  States  Senate. 
Mr,  Wood  was  enumerator  of  the  United  States 
census  in  both  1880  and  1890.  He  has  fully  one- 
Imlf  of  his  fine  tract  of  three  hundred  acres  under 
cultivation  and  thoroughly  enjoys  superintending 
his  farm.  He  has  remodeled  and  enlarged  the 
residence  which  was  built  in  1847  and  has  added 
to  the  farm  from  time  to  time  by  purchase. 


AMES  MARKEY  is  the  proprietor  of  Mar- 
key's  Livery,  located  on  Washtenaw  Street, 
East.  He  is  also  Chief  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
i^^//  ment  in  the  city,  and  in  this  capacity  is  one 
of  the  most  efficient  officials  in  public  service.  He 
was  born  in  Bunker  Hill,  Ingham  County,  August 
31  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Ann  (Caven- 
der)  Markev  The  fonner  was  one  of  tlie  first  set- 
tlers in  the  township  ^bove  mentioned,  here  mar- 
iVing  his  wife  in  Ixiudon,  in  1834,  coming  to  this 
county  foil  I  years  previous  to  that  auspicious 
event  during  which  time  he  lived  alone  on  his 
faim 

On  fiist  tomingto  the  State,  and  locating  on  his 
land  Patiick  Markey  found  it  wild  and  unculti- 
\  ated,  he  however,  devoted  himself  to  the  improve- 
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meiit  of  the  farm  liomestead.  hihI  made  the  placf 
liis  i-esiiieuoe  until  iS6r>,  when  lie  isold  it  an<l  \mi- 
flmsed  anotlier  place  three  miles  east  uf  tlie  tild 
home.  There  he  lived  until  1871,  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  Itlacknian  Township,  Jackson 
County,  where  he  and  his  wife  still  live.  Mi-. 
.Afai'kev  was  n  public-spirited  man,  wliose  intei'estw 
wei-e  always  with  those  who  desired  the  further- 
ance of  improvements  in  the t^twn ship.  lie  served 
several  times  as  Supervisor  of  his  township,  and 
ivas  also  Assessor  and  Tax  Collector. 

Mr.  Markey  was  one  of  the  pioneci-w  in  the  State 
who  knew  the  lack  of  conveniences  that  are  now 
at  hand.  The  first  sack  of  meal  that  he  prix'iired 
after  coming  to  this  State,  lie  carried  on  hiw  liack 
from  Itetroit  to  his  home,  a  distance  of  seveiit..\-- 
five  miles.  The  next  year,  however,  a  mill  was  lo- 
cated at  Dexter,  twenty-six  miles  distant,  whei-e  lie 
could  have  com  fri'onnd.  Hi)' mail,  also  was  procured 
at  Dexter,  and  was  jjone  for  only  oiu-e  a  montii,  let- 
lei'.-  iH-iuif  JLixuries  in  that  day.  that  had  lo  1m'  |>aid 
for  at  a  hiah  ])rict\  the  p<Kita.sfc  Iteiutr  at  tiiat  time 
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Onr  sulijeet.  .laines  Markey,  jrivw  to  manh<.Hid<in 
llie  old  farm,  a<'quiring'  strenjrth  and  vigor  ivith 
the  rontinu  of  outdoor  life  that  was  neces.«ary  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  tine  order  in  which  liis  fa- 
ther kept  his  place;  he  there  also  ac'juired  a  jrood 
ediKmtion.  Coming  to  Lansingin  I8f!tl,tlu'  young 
man  engaged  at  once  in  the  livei-y  hnsiness  and 
has  devote<l  himself  to  tliis  line  most  of  the  time 
since  1877.  All  his  interests  and  connections  are 
closely  allied  with  this  city.  Here  he  married  his 
wife,  wiio  was  before  marriage.  Miss  Lizzie  Otto- 
vine,  of  (Jrand  Uapid's.  Their  inai-naj^e  was  cele- 
l>rat<id  November  7,  1877.  The  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Julius  Ottovine.  one  of  the  eiirly  settlers  of 
(ii-and  Kapids. 

The  oHginal  of  our  sketch  was  iijipointed  chief 
of  the  l-ansing  Fire  Department  in  .May.  18!l(),aud 
in  May.  18SH  be  received  llie  compliment  of  a  re-ap- 
iiointment.    ile  has  been  closelv  iileutitied  with  the 


Fire  Departinenl  for  a  number  of  yeai>,  belonging 
to  the  Ho()k  and  l^^dder  Ti-uck  Com|mny  foi'  ten 
yeai-s  l>efore  his  appointment  ac  Chief  of  Fire  De- 
jjartnient.  lie  has  never  been  actively  intei-ested 
in  polities,  and  is  not  an  utlice  seeker.  He  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a  good 
I'epi-esentative  and  upholder  of  that  jioHtical  body. 
Jli'.  Markey  has  a  very  pleasant  home  on  theconier 
of  Washtenaw  and  (irand  Avenue,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  delightful  locations  in  the  city.  Pei-son- 
ally  he  is  a  genial  and  whole-sonled  man,  hail  fel- 
low well  met,  with  his  equals.  Ih  i-  much  liked 
by  all  who  have  any  dealings  with  liim  Sotiilly 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Hibernian  Si  <  leti  and  I'-nlso 
a  Kiiigtil  <if  the  Maccahei^. 

Mr.  Markey's  livery  suble  is  iiu  (.1  ihi  ln-t  in 
the  city;  he  keeps  a  nuiniier  ol  gootl  lioioU'  and 
comfortable  carriages,  having  eonstantU  on  liand 
at  least  sixteen  hoi-ses.  His  businos  location  is  one 
of  the  lK?st,  most  central  and  lonvenient  in  the 
city.  Ile  has  also  in  connex.'tion  with  hix  wtaiik,  n 
large  feed  trade,  ever_\-  farmer  fiom  a  distanct  of 
twenty  miles  around  knowing"  lininn      a-'  In    is 


-*-#^^!#-f- 


i-ILLIAM  I'KTFK-S.  The  plea.^nl  and  (m- 
I'oleut  gentleman  who  forms  tlie  subject 
'^^/  of  onr  sketch,  althoiigli  of  foreign  birth 
has  proved  himself  a  [Mitriotic  son  of  the  countr.\- 
of  his  adoption,  as  he  was  among  the  most  earnest 
and  zealous  to  spring  to  her  defense  in  the  dark 
houi-s  of  the  C'ivil  War.  enlisting  under  one  of  the 
lirst  calls  sent  out  by  President  Lincoln.  In  his 
chai-jieter  and  intent  he  illnstmtcs  tinely  the  grand 
malei-ial  of  which  our  country  has  l»een  made  up, 
as  he  left  his  native  country  to  find  in  this  land  of 
lil>erty  a  broader  field  for  his  energies  and  a  liett<-r 
ojiportunity  t(t  serve  his  genei-ation. 

Mr.  I'eters,  who  is  now  carrying  on  the  douijie 
H\'ocatioii  of  farmer  and  blacksmith,  resides  on  sec- 
tion Ifi,  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston  County, 
and  is  the  son  of  Nightingale  Peters  who  was  sei-- 
ond  gnmekeein'r  for  Lord  (^owperof  Hertfordshire, 
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England,  being  born  thei-e  about  the  year  1800 
and  entering  the  service  of  Lord  Cowpcr  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  This  member  of  the  British  nobil- 
ity was  a  relative  in  direct  line  of  the  poet  Cow- 
per,  and  Mr,  Peters  speaks  of  both  him  and  Lady 
Cowper  with  great  respect  and  veneration.  Espec- 
ially is  this  the  case  in  regard  to  this  lady,  who  was 
devoted  to  the  people  of  her  estate  and  looked  out 
for  their  interests  with  great  kindness  and  faith- 
fulness. 

After  spending  twenty-one  years  in  the  service 
of  Lord  Cowper,  Nightingale  Peters  entered  tlie 
service  of  Sii'  Abel  Smith  as  first  gamekeeper,  and 
remained  with  Iiim  until  called  Iience  by  deatb  in 
1862.  About  the  year  182!  he  married  Martha 
Oraves,  who  was  born  in  England  in  1801  and  died 
about  the  year  I86S.  They  hud  nine  children, 
onr  subject,  who  was  bom  in  May,  1836,  being  the 
fifth  in  age  and  the  only  one  who  ever  came  to 
Americit,  One  of  his  brotliers  went  to  Australia  and 
has  not  been  heard  from  since  1 873,  but  the  rest  of 
the  family  liave  remained  in  their  native  home. 

Our  subject  attended  a  school  which  was  sup- 
ported by  Lady  Cowper  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twelve  ycai-s  and  then  worked  for  four  years  on 
the  Cowper  estate,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  a  factory  in  Wales,  In  1853  he  came  to  New 
York  and  spent  several  years  there,  learning  his 
trade  and  spending  some  three  yeai-s  as  a  sailor.  In 
1861  he  left  the  city  and  bought  a  place  in  Canas- 
tota,N.  Y.  In  1863  he  married  Rosilla,daughterof 
Nathan  Baker,  who  was  born  in  ISi.S  and  is  the 
only  daughter  in  a  family  of  four  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living. 

In  1866  this  young  couple  migrated  to  Michigan, 
settling  in  Pettysville,  Livingston  County,  where 
Mr.  Peters  boughta  shop  and  somewhat  later  pur- 
chased eighty  acies  on  section  16,  Hamburg  Town- 
ship and  there  built  him  a  beautiful  home.  Three 
daughters  and  one  son  have  blest  this  union — Lil- 
ly, who  received  a  good  education  and  is  now  the 
wife  of -Charles  Burrows;  William  A.  who  resides 
in  Owosso;  Winnifred,  who  is  a  teacher  by  profes- 
sion and  Rota  who  is  at  home.  The  mother  of 
these  children  is  a  conscientious  and  active  mem- 
iier  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Besides  their 
own  children  this  excellent  couple  had  undertheir 


care  in  their  home  for  about  three  years  two  or- 
phan nephews,  who  are  the  only  relatives  our  sub- 
ject has  in  this  country. 

The  expei-ience  through  which  Mr,  Peters  passed 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  has  attached  him 
deeply  to  the  party  which  supported  the  adminis- 
tration during  that  tryingseason  and  he  is  a  worker 
in  its  ranks.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
besides  serving  three  terms  as  Township  Clerk,  yet 
he  is  no  politician  or  wirepuller  in  the  accepted 
sense  of  those  words,  and  has  refused  other  offices 
when  they  have  been  proffered  him.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Howell  Post,  No.  120,G.  A.  R. 

In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Twelfth 
New  York  Infantry  and  was  attached  to. the  Arniy 
of  the  Potomac,  passing  through  the  Peninsular 
campaign  and  \mng  active  in  tlie  tii-st  Iwittle  of 
Bull  Run.  ilei-ecelved  asunstrokeprevious  to  the 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  was  in  the  hospital 
wagon  at  the  time  of  that  engagement.  Through 
his  two  years  of  service  he  was  never  captui-ed  nor 
severely  wounded.  He  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
sturdy,  honest  Englishman,  who  lias  develojied 
along  the  lines  of  our  fi-ee  and  broad  national 
influence  into  a  true-hearted  American  citizen. 


W^si^  W.  RIKERD.  Of  all  the  good  fellows 
Ijflj  in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  none  are  more 
'-^^^  liked  or  popular  than  he  of  whom  we  write. 
(^  As  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Capital 
Lumber  Company,  our  subject  finds  his  time  and 
attention  occupied  to  the  fullest  extent  with  his 
business  cares.  He  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Oak- 
land County,  Mich.,  February  15, 1861.  His  father 
was  D.  W.  Rikerd,  a  native  of  New  York,  having 
been  born  in  Rheinbeck,  Dutchess  County,  where  he 
was  raised  and  educated.  Thence  he  came  to  Oak- 
land County,  this  .State,  about  1832-33,  and  loc- 
ated in  Troy  where  he  first  engaged  in  farming, 
then  removed  to  near  Birmingham,  where  he  was 
most  actively  engaged  in  business.  Here  he  was  a 
pioneer  settler  and  like  other  settlers  began  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder.     He  secured  a  tract  of  \sia.A 
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in  the  midst  of  which  he  built  a  log  house  and 
cleared  his  land  as  he  could,  planting  and  i-eaping 
until  he  had  the  whole  ti'act  under  the  finest  state 
of  cultivation. 

There  Mr.  Rikerd,  Sr.,  secured  and  partially 
improved  several  farms  and  in  1864  he  came  to 
Lansing  Township  where  he  purchased  between 
four  hundred  and  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  lie 
i-esided  on  this  farm  for  two  yeara  and  then  came 
to  the  city  of  LansiDg  where  he  has  ever  since 
lived.  He  now  resides  on  the  comer  of  Franklin 
Street  and  Capitol  Avenue.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  before  her  marriage  a  Miss  Harriet  E.  Case, 
bom  in  Birmingham,  tliis  State.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lyman  Case,  n  native  of  New  Yoi'k,  who 
Mettled  in  Birmingham  at  an  earl\'  (Ih.v  and  tliei-c 
died. 

Our  subject  was  reai-ed  and  educated  in  this  city. 
He  remained  at  home  and  while  tbei'e  was  engaged 
in  the  pui'suit  of  his  studies  at  school  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  In  1878  he  began  life  for  him- 
self as  a  clerk  in  Broas'  clothing  store  and  there 
lie  remained  for  Kve  years,  at  tlie  end  of  which 
time  belaid  off  for  one  year.  In  IHH.i  he  was 
ap]>ointcd  Deputy  Itevcnue  Collector  for  the  Sixtli 
Division  of  the  First  District  by  .lohii  B.  JIalony. 
of  Detroit.  Oui-  suljject  took  Jiis  position  July  i. 
of  that  ycai-,  and  was  the  first  Democrat  Ueputy 
Revenue  Collector  ever  appointed  in  Michigan. 
He  served  until  June  30,  1K89.  The  division  that 
lie  was  given  charge  of  embraced  Jackson,  Cal- 
houn, Ingham,  Genesee,  Clinton,  Shiawassee  and 
Oratiot  Counties. 

[n  1889  Mr.  Rikerd  liecame  connected  with  the 
lumber  company  with  which  he  is  now.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizei's  of  this  company  whicJi  took 
form  and  became  an  accepted  fact  in  February, 
188!l.  At  that  time  he  was  elected  fSe*retary  and 
Troasui-er  and  has  since  held  that  position.  The 
company  have  two  yards,  one  of  which  is 
at  North  Lansing,  willed  the  iMiehigan  Avenue 
Yards.  They  also  have  n  planing  mill  at 
North  Lansing  and  manufacture  sash,  doore,  blinds 
and  contractoi's'  supplies. 

Tlie  original  of  this  sketch  is  xVlaster  of  Cap- 
itol Lodge,  No.  66,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in  the  city  of 
Lansing.     In  liis  politieical  views  lie  is,  of  cbur^fe. 


a  Democrat,  as  would  be  understood  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  appointed  to  his  official  posi- 
tion under  that  party.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  County  Democratic  Committee  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  City  Committee,  having  been  sent 
to  several  State  and  county  conventions.  The 
lumber  company  with  which  he  is  now  connected 
and  which  owes  its  being  in  no  small  respect  to 
him.  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  Central  Mich- 
igan and  does  a  great  amount  of  business. 


ACOl!    STAilL.     One    never    realizes    the 

J  I  triith  of  tiie  saying  tliat  all  is  not  gold  that 
I  glitters  as  much  as  wlieu  standing  before 
the  enticing  window  of  a  hardware  store 
glittering  with  its  bright  pans  and  pails  and 
numerous  cooking  utensils  and  for  all  one  knows 
])erfectly  well  that  the  resemblance  to  the  ]>rccious 
metal  is  sj>ecions,  there  is  seldom  a  housewife  tiiat 
IS  not  fascinated.  One  <tf  the  most  noticeable 
hardware  establishments  in  the  city  of  J^nsiiig, 
attractive  in  its  arrnngement  and  having  the  largest 
stock  in  this  [xirtion  vt  the  county,  is  owned  and 
condiicted  by  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sket<5ii. 

The  building  in  which  Mr.  Stahl  's  store  is  located 
has  a  thirty-four-foot  frontage  and  is  one  hundred 
and  forty-six  feet  deep.  He  ocwipics  the  fii-st  floor 
of  the  building  luui  the  liasement  and  carries  a 
very  heavy  i-tock  t)f  the  goods  of  which  he  makes 
a  s|)ecialty.  Mr.  StflhI  has  been  in  the  business 
here  since  1881  and  is  now  generally  recognized 
as  among  tiie  most  piomiiient  men  of  the  city. 
The  building  which  he  occupies  he  erected  in  1887. 
It  is  a  fine  structure,  having  a  front  of  pressed 
brick  and  is  attractive  in  style  of  architecture  and 
while  not  overladen  witii  superflnous  ornamenta- 
tion, it  is  gi-aceful  and  niodeni.  The  trimmings 
are  of  Lake  Superior  stone,  which  gives  an  air  of 
solidity  and  permanency  to  the  building.  The 
windows  are  great  squares  of  plate  glass  through 
which  the  stock  16  displayed  to  the  gteatest  advant- 
age.   The   interior  is  feiegailti^  ftfilshdd  iil   hard 
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wood,  with  an  admii-able  polish  tliat  is  made  by 
four-eoat  work.  The  establishment  is  said  hy 
traveling  liardwure  nien  to  l>e  the  finest  in  its 
finish  and  the  waj'  in  which  it  is  kept  up  of  any 
establishment  that  they  have  ever  seen,  and  so 
scrupulously  nice  is  it  kept  in  every  detail  that  one 
seeing  it  for  the  firet  time  would  supiMjse  that  it 
was  just  finished.  Everytliing  i;*  thoiv^nghly  dusted 
every  day. 

The  second  floor  of  Mr.  Htalil's  building  iw  de- 
voted to  office  room  which  in  point  of  care  cor- 
responds to  tlie  rest  of  the  building.  Thv  third 
floor  comprise.^  a  very  good  hall  which  is  rented  to 
the  independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Elks  as  a  place  of  i-endezvous.  The  original  of 
our  sketch,  besides  this  business  of  which  we  have 
spoken,  is  also  interested  iu  the  City  National 
Bank  and  is  a  Director  in  tlie  l'e()ple's  Savings 
Bank  of  West  Bay  City.  Mr.  Stahi  is  also  the 
owner  of  another  handsome  building  which  was 
erected  in  1890  and  is  now  occupied  by  Marblei 
French  &  Co.  It  is  66x90  feet  in  dimensions  and 
three  stories  liigh.  He  owns  besides  considerable 
i-eal-estate  and  seven  dwellings  in  the  city,  also  a 
store  at  Amheret,  Ohio,  where  he  was  interested  for 
some  time  before  locating  in  Lansing.  Mr.  Stalil 
gives  bis  entire  attention  to  his  legitimate  business, 
which  is  that  of  hardwai*.  He  was,  previous  to 
coming  to  this  city  and  while  yet  in  Ohio,  Alder- 
man for  six  j'ears  in  Amherst  and  was  an  active 
member  upon  numerous  county  committees. 

Socially  Mr.  Stahl  is  connected  with  tbe  best 
lodges  of  the  place.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elks 
and  also  of  the  Indcjjendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  belongs  both  to  the  lA)dge  and  Encampment 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  also  the  I'niformed  Hank 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  besides  n 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Stahl  is  a 
believer  in  Christianity  in  its  purest  and  simplest 
form.  He  worships  with  the  Congregational  de- 
nomination and  is  a  member  of  that  chni-ch. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  August  23, 
J845.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865  and 
located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  While  still  in  the 
Fatherland  lie  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist 
;ind  on  locating  in  Cleveland  he  was  employed  in 
ft  machine  shop  and   foundry.     After  remaining 


there  one  and  a  half  yeai-s  lie  was  made  foreman 
and  had  the  supervision  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  He  I'emained  with  that  company  until 
1871,  when  on  account  of  ill  health  he  left  the 
business  and  started  in  the  liardware  business  at 
Amheret,  Ohio.  Six  years  later  he  sold  out  his  in- 
terest there  and  made  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland. 
The  pleasure  with  which  he  once  again  drew 
near  his  boyhood's  home  can  he  imagined.  Hie 
following  year,  1878,  he  went  to  Paris  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  the  exposition.  His 
trip  lo  Paris  was  made  with  his  family  and  tiiey 
extended  it  so  that  it  embraced  a  moat  interesting 
tour  through  other  parts  of  Europe. 

(hi  coming  to  Ijansing,  .lauuary  26,  1881,  31r. 
Stahl  immediately  hegaji  to  look  about  to  see  what 
opening  there  was  for  him  in  this  city,  lie  pur- 
chased two  stocks  of  hardware  and  soon  after  es- 
tablished himself  in  trade  as  aliove  related.  Since 
that  time  he  has  l)een  most  successful.  His  affairs 
are  carried  im  under  the  most  business-like  princi- 
ples. On  February  13,  1868,  Mr.  Stahl  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  Hessert,  at  that  time  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  like  himself  of  (ierman  hirth 
and  parentage.  She  was  born  in  (iermany  in  181,"). 
coming  to  this  country  in  1852.  and  locating  in 
the  cit\-  ill  which  Ijcj'  marriage  took  place.  This 
uniiin  has  been  lilest  hy  the  birtli  of  two  children 
— Louis  and  Frank.  One  of  the  sons  is  in  the 
store  and  proves  to  be  an  efficient  assistant  in  the 
conduct  of  his  father's  business. 


=^^^ll-^-i^li^^g=^- 


r,,_^^^O.N.  .J.\MES  B.  PCJRTEIi.  who  is  ex-Secre- 
^tW'  **''^  *'*  State,  and  a  prominent  man  resid- 
■■^^  ingin  Lansing,  was  born  in  Marceltus,  N. 
^  Y.,  September  7,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Seth  J.  Porter,  who  was  n  native  of  Willinni- 
ston,  Mass.,  and  educated  at  Auburn,  .\.  Y..  devot- 
ing himself  to  the  department  uf  tlieology.  He 
prepared  himself  for  the  Presbyterian  ministry  and 
soon  after  l>eing  admitted  to  the  Presbytery  was 
united  in  mari-iage  to  Miss  Cynthia  M.  Haiues  of 
Skaneateles, 
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Our  subject's  fathfr'a  first  charge  was  at  New 
Lisbon,  N.  Y.,  and  hie  last  charge  before  coming  to 
Michigan  was  at  Jauesville,  N.  Y.  His  advent  in 
tliis  State  was  made  in  the  fall  of  it<33,  at  wliich 
time  he  located  at  Kalamazoo.  In  1834  he  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children,  our  subject 
Iwing  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  K.  H.  Poi-ter  of 
tins  city  Iwing  bis  hrotlier  and  Mrs.  Julia  A,  Hay- 
denburk,  of  Olivet,  Mich.,  being  hii<  sist«r.  Ilis 
mother  lived  until  May  14,  1889,  her  deeeasie  tak- 
ing place  in  Ijansing.  sliebein<r  at  tlie  time  oighty- 
live  years  of  age. 

After  the  death  of  his   fntlicr,  .I.iiiito  ii.  woni  tn 
Otsego,    snlwequently    tinisliiug    his    education  at 
Allegan  Seminary,  after   which  he  was  engaged  in 
the  dry-goods  trade  at   Otsego,   being  one  of  the 
lirm  of  House  &  Porter,   the    firm  name  afterward 
lieing  Poi-ter  &  Eaton.     In    1850  he  was  elected 
Register  of  Deeds  and   County  Clerk  of  Allegan 
County,  which  position   he   held  continuously  for  ' 
ten  years.     In  1860  our  subject  was  elected  Secre-  ' 
tary  of  State  on  the   Republican  ticket  and  held 
the  oiflce  though  the  entire  war  |>eriod,  going  out 
of  offlco  in  January;  1867.  He  i-emovcd  his  family 
to  Olivet  in  1864,  being   Seci-etary   and  Treasurer   ■ 
f<ir   two   years   of    Olivet   College.     In    1866    he   ; 
moved  to  Lansing,  and    after  going  out  of  olflco 
he  engaged  in   the  real-estate  and  insurance  busi-   ] 
(less  in   which   ho  has  been  ever  since,  the  firm  be- 
ing  originally     that    of    .Jones    &    Porter.     The   ■ 
former,  Mr.  Jones,  is  cue  ot  the  oldest  men  in  the 
city,  and  has  witnessed  a   great  change  in  the  city 
of  Lansing  and  in  the  value  of  its  real  estate.  Our 
subject  has  not  interested  himself  to  any  extent  in   . 
politics  since  he  filled   the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr,  Porter  was  united   in  marriage  August  17,  ; 
1845,  to  Eunice  ,T.   House,  of    Otsego,  Mich.     By   i 
this  union  he  has  become  the   father   of  two  chil-   . 
dren,  both  sons,     Edgar  S.    is  residing  in  Lansing 
and  the  younger,  William  H.,    is  a  resident  of  this 
city.     Mrs.  Porter  was   born    in  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  E,  H.   House,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1837,  and  located  in  Otsego.  He  there  died 
in  18.53,  having  lieen  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  ■ 
in  that  part   of    the   county,     ISeing  Secretary  of 
State  during  the  war  i)eriod,   a  great  deal  of  extra  j 


work  was  entailed  upon  Mr,  Porter.  The  issuing 
of  commissions  was  his  work,  and  as  there  were 
several  thousands  and  large  con-espondence  with 
the  general  Government,   his    time  and  attention 

were  fully  occupied. 


'^Z  l.liKHT  CLAItK.  Tht'  I  Hi  ted  .Statics  of 
'&/-  [i     AmericJi,  as  a  nation,  liati  done  moit  than 

I  »  any  other  people  during  the  present  cen- 
[1^,  tury  to  foster  and  encoui-age  that  spirit  of 

inventive  genius  with  which  her  sons  .■'eem  to  Ik' 
imbued;  more  especially  in  connection  with  man- 
ufacturers and  inventions  that  tend  to  reduce  both 
manual  and  animal  labor.  This  tendency  has 
bi-ought  oin'  nation  to  the  front  as  one  of  the 
greatest  manufacturing  people  in  the  world  and 
we  could  hardly  have  hit  upon  a  happier  illustra- 
tion of  this  fact  than  in  the  improvements  which 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  firm  of  Clark  & 
Co.,,  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  whose  senior 
member  is  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of 
this  paiTigi-aph. 

The  carriage  works  of  tlie  firm  just  mentioned 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  following  gentle- 
men :  Albert  Clark,  E,  H.  Davis  and  A.  A.  Nichols, 
while  Frank  G,  C'lark  is  assistant  and  mechanical 
superintendent  and  J.  J.  frost  is  manager  of  sales. 
Mr.  C'lark  came  to  Lansing  in  1 863,  walking  thither 
because  he  had  no  money  to  ride,  and  he  at  once 
secured  work  with  Sprang  &  Ostrander.  As  he  had 
preriously  learned  the  tiade  of  carriage-making 
he  remained  with  them  as  a  journeyman  for  three 
years,  when  he  fwugiit  out  Mr.  Ostrander's  inter- 
est and  the  firm  continued  under  the  name  of 
Sprang  &  (^lark,  doing  business  where  the  large 
factory  <if  Clark  &  Co.  now  stands,  at  the  corner  of 
Grand  .tnd  Washtenaw  Sti-eets.  Mr.  Spmng  finally 
sold  out  to  L.  Frank  Clark  and  Warren  (Junnison, 
a  brother-in-law  of  our  subject,  and  the  firm  then 
t^'ok  the  name  of  A.  Claik  &  Co.  Those  gentle- 
men afterward  sold  their  interest  to  Dart  &  Davis, 
the  old  hardware  firm,  and  in  1881  Mr.  Nichols 
came  into  the  business,  since  which  time  the  mem- 
bei-s  of  the  firm  are  as  we  have  given  them  above, 
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This  flourishing  business  has  grown  from  a  little 
repair  shop,  which  it  was  in  1866,  to  a  business  of 
$200,000  per  annum,  with  an  investment  of  $125,-  ; 
000.  The  main  shop,  which  was  built  after  the 
fire  of  1886,  contains  the  workshops  and  machine 
room  and  is  a  building  80x80  feet  with  five  floors, 
wlierein  are  made  tlie  various  portions  of  wood 
ftnd  ii-on  work  necessary  in  the  manufncture  <if  the 
many  kinds  of  vehicles  which  are  made  by  this 
firm.  Here  about  thirty-flve  men  are  employed. 
We  next  come  to  the  smith's  room,  140x170  feet, 
entii-ely  equipped  with  the  latest  improved  ma- 
chinery, steam  hammers,  etc.,  and  where  thirty-  ' 
five  men  are  also  employed.  In  the  gear  room 
which  is  350x70  feet  are  paint«d  and  stacked  all 
the  gearing  for  every  kind  of  Iniggy  and  carriage 
made  by  the  flrai,  employing  tiiirty  men  in  this 
department.  In  the  liody  and  vaniishing  room  ai-e 
twenty-five  men  hard  at  work  on  buggy  bodies 
ready  for  finishing  and  from  thence  we  turn  to  the  ' 
trimming  room,  140x70  feet  with  astook  room  ad- 
joining. Fifteen  men  ai'e  employed  in  this  de- 
partment and  fine  work  iti  turned  out.  In  tlie 
shipping  room,  150x50  feet,  fi-om  fifteen  to  twenty 
men  are  busily  engaged  in  cmting  and  packing 
the  finished  orders  and  disbtii^ing  them  liy  rail 
and  road  to  all  iwtrts  of  the  I'liited  States.  The 
show  room  and  repositories  embrace  five  floors 
of  80x80  feet  each,  where  are  constantly  on  exhi- 
bition from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  vehi- 
cles of  every  description,  both  of  natural  and  ■■ 
painted  wood,  which  at  once  stamp  the  work  of 
Clark  ife  Co.  as  second  to  none,  and  a  credit  to  the 
beautiful  city  of  Lansing. 

'Hie  senior  menilier  of  the  firm  first  saw  the  light 
.luly  26.  1840;  his  native  home  tioing  in  Ingham 
Township,  this  county,  lie  is  the  son  of  Klias 
S.  Clark,  now  of  Dansville,  who  is  elsewhere 
sketched  in  this  volume.  Our  suhject  grew  up  ' 
on  the  farm  and  learned  his  trade  at  Dansviile, 
working  at  different  places  lM.'fore  coming  to  Lans- 
ing. He  was  married  October  14,  1865,  to  Miss 
Nellie  Gunnison,  of  DeWitt,  Clinton  County.  This 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Elihu  Ourinison,  who  was  an 
old  settler  and  a  wealthy  farmer  in  that  count\'. 
To  this  couple  were  born  two  children — Frank  O., 
who  has   lieen   graduated    from    the    AgricuHursI 


College,  taking  the  degree  of  B.  S.  in  1890,  and 
who  now  is  with  his  father  as  assishint  superin- 
tendent of  the  works  and,  Eva  Mae,  who  was  a  proin" 
ising  young  lady  of  twenty  years  of  age  when  her 
parents  were  called  upon  to  part  with  her,  she 
dying  March  30,  1890.  She  was  jUst  completing 
her  education,  being  a  graduate  of  the  High  liool 
here  and  having  almost  completed  a  course  at  Mt. 
Holy«*e  Seminary  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  she  being 
quite  accomplished  in  both  painting  and  music. 
The  Clark  family  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Universalist  Churoh  and  Mr.  Clark  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order,  although  not  active  in  its 
work.  He  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public 
movements  but  is  not  in  politics,  as  he  prefei's  h> 
devote  his  time  and  thought  to  his  duties. 


Jj  OIIN  TIKJMI'SOX.  To  l>e  descended  fi-om 
honoral}le  and  able  ])rogeuitors  has  long 
I  l«!en  considei-ed  a  source  of  honest  pride. 
'  Yet  this  feeling  has  not  lieen  cultivated  in 
this  countrj'  as  it  is  among  the  people  of  older  na- 
tions, where  the  heritage  of  rank  re-inforees  the 
heritage  of  character  in  the  popular  estimation. 
Still  among  our  best  families  we  find  a  disposition 
to  remember  the  acts  of  our  foi-efathers  and  to  en- 
coui-age  the  I'ecital  of  theii'  deeds;  and  in  remem- 
U'ring  Iheir  worth  we  are  incited  to  emulate  tlieir 

He  of  wjiom  we  write  was  born  in  Preble,  Cort- 
land County,  N.  V..  .lune  22,  1819.  He  came  of  a 
long  line  of  worthy  »w  .lei-sey  ancesKn-s,  as  the 
Thompson  family  has  been  a  noted  one  in  many 
j-eSpects.  The  great-grandfather,  .Archibald  Thom|>- 
son  was  liorn  in  Scotland,  and  wiien  coming  to  this 
country  landed  at  Amboy,  N.  -J.  This  emigration 
was  in  1716  and  he  was  accomp.inied  by  two 
brothei-s.  His  wife,  to  whom  he  was  imited  in 
1741,  was  of  Holland  stock,  and  among  their 
numerous  family  was  a  son  who  di«tinguished  him- 
self a^  Capt..John  Thompson  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.     He  whis  alsii  a  seafaring  man,  and    owned 
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and  i>peiiited  the  first  jjacket  whicJi  lau  between 
New  Brunswick  and  New  York.  Tlie  father  of  this 
s<in  was  a  prominent  and  influential  man  and  en-  ■ 
joyed  a  wide  acquaintance  in  his  daj.  Capt.  Join 
Thompson  liad  some  experiences  which  were  quite 
notewortliy,  a?:  lie  was  tnken  prisoner  by  ttie  Brit- 
ish and  held  ))y  lliem  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

lion.  I'hilip  K,  Thompson,  the  father  of  oui- 
snl)ject,  was  a  native  of  New  .lei'sey  and  was  born 
in  1 778  in  New  Bi'uuswick.  In  his  youth  tlie  fam- 
\]y  removed  to  Scoliarie  County.  X.  V.,  wliere  they 
lived  in  the  town  of  Fonda,  and  thei-e  Mie  younjf 
man  reninined  until  he  reached  his  majority.  He 
wtiK  then  married  to  Miss  Eunice  (.naylord,  and 
soon  after  this  happy  event  he  removed  to  Preble, 
Cortland  (.'oimty,  where  he  engage<I  in  farming. 

From  1»28  to  1846  the  father  of  our  subject 
(armed  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,and  aftei'ward 
lemoved  to  Medina  County,  Ohio,  wliere  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  I^ejiis- 
lalure.  (^ne  fact  which  is  worthy  of  note  in  re- 
spect to  this  recognition  of  liis  abilities  is  that  he 
was  the  lii'st  Altolitionist  wlio  was  evei'  elected 
fiom  that  county.  He  served  in  this  capacity  in 
IH48-49.  He  held  various  local  oftices  and  was 
universiilly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  intelligence 
whose  influence  was  broad  and  stroitgaiid  was  ever 
exereised  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  was 
a  ileacon  in  the Presbytf^i'ian  C'hurch  tor  moic  than 
half  a  century  and  his  religious  convictioiis  were 
deep  and  abiding.  After  his  retirement  from  active 
life  he  removed  to  Oberlin,  (thio,  where  he  found 
a  congenial  atmospliei-e.  religious,  intellectual  and 
political  and  tiiere  lie  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  April  1,  1859i  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  yeai-s.  He  was  twice  married  and  had  seven 
children  by  his  first  marriage  and  three  by  his  sec- 
ond. 

On  arriving  at  majority  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
canted  his  first  money  lalioriug  on  the  farm  for 
tl2  pei-  month.  After  that  he  look  an  academical 
course  at  Nuuda  Academy,  Nunda,  N.  Y.,  and 
eamed  his  way  by  working  on  the  farm  an<l 
teaching. 

When  this  young  m.m  Ijegan  life  for  himself  his 
capital  consisted  of  a  New  York  two  shilling  coin    '. 
witli  a  liole  in    it.     This   coin    which   was  worth   i 


about  twenty-live  cents  may  well  be  considered  a 
lucky  shilling,  for  accompanying  it  was  the'  good 
luck  that  is  sure  to  go  with  earnest  industry  and 
clear  "grit^"  Young  Thompson  had  ever  had  a 
desire  to  become  a  physician  and  at  one  lime  began 
readingmcdicine  but  for  lack  of  means  was  unable 
to  secure  a  professional  education. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1844  Mr.  Thompson  un- 
dertook teaching  in  the  district  school  of  Lima 
Township,  Washtenaw  County,  receiving  for  his 
l>rofessional  services  114  a  month.  He  prospected 
f<ir  some  time  before  determining  upon  his  pei-ma- 
ueut  home,  going  West  and  North  as  far  as  Min- 
nesota, and  South  as  far  as  Mississippi,  where  fur 
four  yeai^i  lie  engaged  in  teaching. 

In  the  fall  of  1851  the  young  man  returned  U> 
Michigan  and  in  February,  1853  he  purchased  the 
property  where  he  now  i-esides  on  section  1,  Green 
Oak  Township,  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  tliirty 
acres.  Here  he  devoted  himself  soul  and  Iwdy  t<i 
farming,  detennined  to  make  a  success  of  his  life 
and  to  i>roduce  a  itai'adise  out  of  this  wilderness. 

Mr,  Thompson  was  married  October  9,  1851,  to 
Miss  Annie  E,  (ilover,  of  Ontario  County,  N,  Y., 
and  to  their  home  came  six  little  ones,  all  of  whom 
have  grown  to  maturity,  and  all  hut  one  have 
taken  their  places  in  the  world  aud  are  doing  such 
work  as  fairly  entitles  their  parents  to  indulge  a 
pardonable  feeling  of  pride  in  the  careei's  of  their 
offspring.  Philip  G.  is  a  graduate  in  the  Michigan 
Slate  Normal  School  and  is  now  a  successful  farmer 
in  Dakota.  Sarah  C,  who  graduated  at  Oberlin 
College  has  now  passed  from  earth,  leaving  an  ir- 
reparable void  in  the  family  circle.  Mary  G. 
studied  at  Oberlin  and  subsequently  graduated  at 
the  State  Normal  School,  after  which  she  took  a 
medical  coui-se  at  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor  and 
is  now  pi-acticing  her  profession  at  Boulder,  Col. 
Gaylord  G.,  graduated  at  the  State  Agi-icultnral 
College  and  is  now  a  prosperous  attorney  at  West 
Superior,  Wis.  John  pui-sued  his  scientific  studies 
at  Oberlin  and  later  took  a  course  in  phai-macy  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  is  now  filling  a  responsible  position 
in  a  drug  store  at  Adrian.  Eunice  graduated  at  the 
Ann  Arbor  High  Scliool  and  is  still  at  home  with 
her  parents. 

The  father  of  this  interesting  family  has  always 
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been  of  a  studious  deposition  and  his  iiiHnence 
supplemented  by  the  sebolaetic  atmosphere  in 
which  they  grew  up  at  Oberlin  gave  to  each  of 
them  an  ambition  to  gain  a  thorougti  and  compre- 
hensive education,  and  it  may  indeed  be  said  that 
tliey  wei-e  sehoiai-s  in'the  b<ist  sense  of  the  word 
before  leaving  liome.  Nothing  seemed  a  sacrifice 
to  these  wortliy  parents  if  it  could  conduce  to  se- 
curing a  thorough  education  for  their  cliildi-en. 

Having  been  reared  a  Whig,  Mr,  Tliompson  soon 
went  into  the  Republican  party,  but  he  never 
aspired  to  office.  He  was  also  earnest  in  his  ad- 
vocacy of  tlie  cause  of  temperance,  and  by  church 
connection  was  a  Congregationalist,  until  that 
society  was  abandoned  in  his  neighborhood.  He 
has  three  hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  good  land, 
upon  which  he  has  a  fine  flock  of  sheep,  and  is 
successful  in  its  culture.  He  is  an  upright  man  and 
a  good  citizen,  who  began  life  on  the  bottom  round 
of  the  ladder,  and  by  his  industrious  and  pei'sever- 
ing  enei^y  liasflftflined  lo  the  possession  of  a  liand- 
somc  prO])erty. 


^■[■^••{•■tm^'****^ 


d[|()!IN  A,  RI-X'K.  Sfholnrly  men  and  tlio^e 
who  follow  a  retired  life  often  look  witli  ac- 
l|  tonishment  at  the  busy,  I'ushiiig  and  eutcr- 
.^_J)  prising  life  of  those  business  men  who  are 
known  among  their  mates  as  "hustlei-s."  Their 
activities  areso  vigorous  and  unabated  and  their 
push  and  perseverance  so  undaunted  that  the  won- 
der is  that  they  do  not  wearoutduring  their  early 
yeai-s  and  that  so  many  of  them  retain  their  vigor 
till  they  have  had  time  to  achieve  the  success  for 
which  they  are  working.  But  it  is  becoming  a 
conviction  among  many  tliinkei-s  that  while  activ- 
ity breaks  down,  it  also  builds  up  even  more  rap- 
idly,.and  that  to  live  most  fully  one  may  need  to 
live  most  energetically. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  a  promi- 
nent dmggist  of  North  Ijinsing,  and  the  junior 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Hedges  &  Reck,  besides  hav- 
ing chai'ge  of  the  North  Lansing  branch  of  the 
Lansing  Po8ti>fflce.  He  was  born  in  .'st.  Thomas,  On- 


tario, February  24, 1855.  His  father,  Stephen  Reck, 
was  a  native  of  Andelfingen,  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, where  his  grandfather  was  also  a  native  and 
the  town 's  Treasurer  for  twenty-five  years  or  more, 
besides  being  an  extensive  land-owner.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was'  in  his  father's  employ  until 
he  came  to  America,  in  1854,  when  he  located 
in  St.  Thomas  and  learned  tlie  trade  of  a  maible 
and  stone-cutter.  There  he  remained  in  this  busi- 
ness until  June,  1860,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 
with  his  family  and  established  himself  as  a  marble 
cutter  in  Ann  Arbor.  Thirteen  years  later  lie  re- 
moved to  Adrian  and  in  1878  came  to  Lansing 
where  lie  now  resides,  having  reached  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  He  and  his  son  are  both  devout 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Josephine  Mah- 
lenbrei.  She  is  a  native  of  the  same  town  as  her 
husband  and  son,  and  is  now  about  fifty-seven 
yeare  of  age.  Her  cliildren,  six  in  number,  are 
equally  divided  between  sons  and  daughters,  and 
John  is  the  eldest  of  the  nnmbcr.  This  boy  was 
ti  ve  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
well  i-ememlwi-s  the  trip.  He  took  his  education 
in  tlie  public  schools  of  this  State,  and  when  he 
tiad  readied  the  age  of  sixteen  entered  the  employ 
(if  ('.  A.  I..eiter  A  ('<».,  pliarmacisb^  After  serving 
witli  them  for  three  years  and  learning  the  pmcti- 
cal  details  of  the  business,  he  determined  toper- 
feet  himself  in  this  line  of  work,  and  therefore,  in 
1874,  entered  the  Pliai-maceutieal  Department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  and  worked  his  way 
through,  spending  his  days  in  work  and  his  nights 
in  study.  He  I'emained  there  till  just  before  the 
date  of  his  graduation,  in  1875,  when  he  took  a 
position  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  He  did  not  remain  there 
long,  neither  did  he  at  Adrian  and  St.  Louis,  Mich., 
whither  he  went  afterward,  and  it  was  not  until  he 
came  to  I-ansing,  October  27,  1875,  tliat  he  madf 
a  permanent  settlement. 

For  four  and  a  half  yeare  the  young  man  served 
F.  I.  Moore  h  Co.,  as  clerk  in  the  store  in  North 
Lansing,  where  he  is  now  proprietor-  He  then 
bought  them  out  and  in  June,  1879,  took  a  half 
interest  in  the  store  with  a  fine  stock  of  general 
drugs  and  medicine,  stationery  and  fancy  goods. 
In  September,  1885,  George  P.  Sanford,  who  was 
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tlifii  Posl miifiter  of  Lan.-iug,  appointed  himtotyki: 
I'liiirgo  iif  ihf  Noi'tli  Luiisirig  ofllcp,  which  is  a 
i>r«ncii  of  tlio  general  eityolflce,  and  in  this  capac- 
ity he  hiis  mtnained  fi-om  that  day  to  this. 

The  most  tventfiil  step  taken  by  tliis  gentieiuan 
)iii«  been  his  marriage  which  occurred  in  Lansing 
in  April,  1S82,  wlien  l»e  took  to  wife  Miss  Emma 
A.  (Jfttew.  who  wac  horn,  reared  and  educated  in 
limutford,  Canada.  He  tliiis  establislied  a  itappy 
liome  which  is  tlie  hnsv  man's  haven  of  I'est  when  lie 
would  retire  fi'om  the  toils  and  perplexities  of  the 
outer  world.  To  this  home  have  come  two  chil- 
dren— AValtei-  S.  and  Florence  M.  He  is  an  active 
inemhei  of  St,  Mary's  ('ath<ilic  Chnreh,  where  he 
iilso  servi's  jis  Trustee  luid  is  relied  upon  for  coun- 
sel and  liel])  in  nil  chuivli  work.  He  is  Secretary 
.if  the  Liiusiii^  Uranc'h,  No.  in,  of  the  Cat'KtIic 
MutuHl  Ueueftt  Association.  In  1K7M  he  wjis  upon 
the  DeiiKieratic  ticket  as  candidate  for  t'ily  Clerk 
of  Lausing.  l'<it  as  the  city  was  then  Ihorouirhly 
KeiHiblicaii  he  did  not  receive  tlie  eleclioii.  lie  is 
iietive  upon  city  and  ward  coiumitti't',-  uiid  is 
Cliairman  of  tiie  Fourth  Ward  C<.muiill(e  ..f  the 
Democratic  )).nrty.  and  lias    repeatedly  lieeii  luiule 


--^mnm-^^^^^M 


JjOHNV.  (HI.BKUT.  Many  .if  the  hiL-iae^.- 
men  of  Ifowell,  l.iving.ston  C:ounty,  are 
natives  of  the  Wolverine  State,  who  have 
taken  their  training  and  education  here 
and  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  institu- 
tions, past  history  and  fiiture  greatness  of  Michi- 
gan. They  take  a  pride  in  their  State  which  it  is 
scai-eel.v  iwssible  foi-  one  who  i»  an  alien  by  birth  to 
feel,  and  they  are  willing  to  work  for  its  iipbiiild- 
rng  and  pi-ospeiity.  Among  such  we  find  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appeai-s  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch,  who  was  born  July  8,  1843  at  I'nion  City, 
Branch  County,  Mich. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  .ioseph  M.  and 
Ursulla  (Valentine)  Gilbert,  natives  of  New  York 
and  Michigan  respectively.  The  father  was,  as  the 
son  is,  a  harness-maker  by    trade,    who    came    to 


Michigan  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Lenawee  County, 
remaining  there  for  some  time,  after  which  he 
lived  for  a  short  time  in  Indiana,  but  returned  to 
Michigan  in  1845  and  made  his  home  in  Pinckiiey 
this  county.  He  moved  to  Howell  in  March,  1852 
and  engaged  in  the  liarness-making  business  in 
which  he  continued  until  death  called  him  hence, 
November  9,  1867,  having  Iwen  bereaved  of  his 
wife  Mareh  7,  1868.  He  was  probably  the  fii'st 
President  of  Howell  and  was  a  prcnninent  man  in 
Iheraiiksof  the  Republican  party.  He  was  also 
identified  with  both  the  Masonic  oi'deV  and  that 
of  the  Odd  Fellows. 

In  1850  Joseph  M,  Gilbert  went  by  the  overland 
route  to  California.  He  remained  away  for  twenty 
months  and  made  a  siiecessful  trip,  engaging  while 
absent  in  mining  and  harness-making  and  coming 
back  much  inipi-oved  in  health.  He  bought  prop- 
erty on  Grand  River  Street  and  there  carried  on 
his  business,  making  his  home  on  Clinton  Street 
«lierc  hf  pui-cliased  a  pleai^int  i-esidence.  He  had 
M  family  of  eight  children,  three  only  of  whom  are 
now  living.  They  ai-e  named  .Tnlia  M.,  now  Mrs. 
Griltlth,  of  Mai-shali,  Mich,,  .fohn  A',  and  Ida  C. 
Mi-s.  Davis,  of  Stillwater,  Minn. 

.lohn  v.  Gilbert  who  is  now  carryinji  on  a  pros- 
l>erous  Inisiness  in  the  manufaeture  of  saddles  and 
harness,  and  is  also  United  States  Agent  for  |icn- 
sions,  received  his  early  education  in  this  city  mid 
learned  his  trade  with  his  father,  commencing  in 
.lune,  18jU.  His  pursuit  of  a  trade  wa-s  early 
bioken  up  bj-  the  excitement  and  movements  in- 
cident to  the  bi-eaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  This 
lH)y  of  seventeen  was  the  second  man  to  volunteer 
at  Howell  after  the  sound  of  that  "tlifit  gun"  at 
Ft.  Sumter  that  roused  tlie  North,  iiis  father  pro- 
tested against  his  going  to  the  war  on  account  of 
his  ■\-outh,  but  finally  gave  his  consent  and  the 
boy  was  mustered  into  service  July  1,  1861. 

Company  I,  of  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment 
was  the  company  with  which  young  Gilbert  went 
into  camp  at  Ft.  Wayne,  Mich,,  and  in  Oc- 
tober he  went  to  Washington  as  a  Corpora!  and 
wa-s  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Williamsburg,  Va,, 
the  following  spring.  He  was  wounded  in  the 
right  instep,  a  bait  passing  through  the  delicate 
nerves  of  the  foot  and  in  leas  than  two  hours  lock 
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jaw  had  set  in.  He  was  the  first  man  that  was 
wounded  in  his  company,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
return  home  in  July,  1862,  as  he  could  not  walk 
without  crutches,  fov  two  years. 

The  young  veteran  resumed  his  business  as 
a  liamess-maker,  being  employed  at  Jackson  and 
Other  places,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  18S3  he 
started  in  business  for  himself  at  Brighton,  and 
carried  on  his  work  there  until  his  love  for  his 
country  again  overcame  his  devotion  to  business 
and  he  re-enlisted  on  the  18th  ot  February,  1865, 
taking  the  position  of  saddler  in  the  Sixth  Michi- 
jjaii  C'avalry.  At  the  close  of  hostilities  this  rej;i- 
nient  was  ordei'ed  to  Ft.  Bridger,  Utah,  whcrt'  they 
were  discliai-ged,  March  25,  1866. 

As  Mr,  Gilbert  was  already  so  far  on  his  route 
to  the  coast,  he  decided  to  continue  on  the  direc- 
tion pointed  out  by  the  Star  of  Empire,  and  lie 
went  to  California.  He  worked  at  his  trade  for 
some  four  months  and  then  for  nine  montlis 
clerked  in  a  wholesale  and  I'ctail  cigar  and  tolwicco 
store.  He  then  resumed  his  trade  at  San  Jose  and 
remained  there  until  February  3,  1868,  when  he 
returned  home,  as  he  had  i-eceived  word  of  the 
death  of  his  father.  He  purchased  the  interest  of 
the  other  heirs  in  his  father's  business  and  estab- 
lishment and  hassjnce  carried  iton  himself,  having 
four  men  in  his  employ  and  making  his  factory 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 

The  attractive  home  of  our  subject  at  tlie  corner 
of  Bernard  and  Lake  Streets,  which  he  erected  in 
1880  is  presided  over  by  a  lady  whose  name  was 
Louisa  Edwards.  Their  marriage  took  place  in 
Detroit  m  June,  1876,  and  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  two  children,Jjrace  V.  and  liex  E.  The 
first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  l>ecererbei' 
3,  1868,  and  he  was  then  united  with  Miss  Augusta 
S.  Allen  of  West  Bloomfield,  Oakland  County, 
Mich.  She  became  the  mo'lier  of  three  children 
(only  one  of  whom  is  living,  Mary  A.)  and  died  in 
1874. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Gilbert  lead  him  into 
alliance  with  the  liepublican  pai-ty  and  he  is  also 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  with  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic.    He  is  still   suffering  from   the 


effects  of  the  wound  which  he  received  in  the 
battle  of  Williamsburg,  as  in  1883  he  had  in  con- 
sequence of  it  an  attack  of  locomotur  ataxy  and 
for  eighteen  months  was  laid  aside  from  active 
work;  alt  longh  he  is  now  much  relieved  he  is  still 
a  sufferer  and  finds  this  trouble  a  liindrance  in  the 
performance  of  his  work. 


<^  AMUEL  (1.  IIorGHTAMNG.  Tlie  fren- 
^^^  tieman  wliose  name  we  now  present  was 
\£-^  bom  in  Michigan  in  tJie  old  TeiTitorial 
days.  His  fiist  home  was  in  Livonia, 
Wayne  County,  aud  the  date  of  his  birth  Septem- 
ber 3,  1827.  His  parents  were  Garrett  and  Lydia 
(Gates)  Hough taling,  and  the  grandfather,  Richard, 
who  was  born  October  12,  1759,  man-ied  a  lady 
whose  birth  was  May  11,  1766. 

The  large  household  of  the  grandparents  of  our 
subject  consisted  of  five  sons  and  five  daughter, 
namely,  Mahala,  Hannah,  John,  I'eter,  Margaret, 
Garrett,  David,  Harry,  Henrj',  and  Elizabeth, 
Their  father  passed  fromeai-th  in  Oakland  County, 
June  13,  1834,  and  his  wife  followed  him  in  April, 
1853.  They  were  both  I'resbytcrians  in  their 
religious  faith  and  active  in  chureh  work,  Gan-ett 
Houghtaling  was  born  December  18,  1798,  in  New 
York,  and  left  home  when  only  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  learn  tlie  trade  of  a  bhusksmith.  He  married 
in  New  York  and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he 
settled  in  Wayne  County  about  the  year  1826. 

The  first  land  which  was  entered  by  the  father 
of  our  subject  consisted  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
sold  after  a  whjle  and  again  entered  eighty  acres. 
About  the  year  1830  he  moved  to  the  township  of 
Lyons,  Oakland  County,  where  he  entered  two 
hundred  acres  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and 
it  was  while  living  here  that  he  was  called  to  part 
with  his  faithful  wife.  He  afterward  exchanged 
that  property  for  a  farm  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston 
County,  and  upon  that  estate  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  he  died,  August  21,  184,^.  The  first 
wife  of  Garrett  Houghtaling  and  the  mother  of 
our  subject  and  of  his  brother  William,  died   in 
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1835,  and  the  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Rachel  Thompson,  liad  only  one  son,  George 
E.  She  survived  her  husJtand  and  was  afterward 
mairied  to  Alva  Preston. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  j'oung 
Houghtaling  made  his  home  upon  the  farm  and 
took  liis  training  in  the  district  school.  He  then 
began  to  work  for  himself  upon  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  his  father's  homestead,  whieli  he 
sold  about  the  year  1851,  before  removing  to 
Grand  Rapids  where  he  teamed  for  nine  years.  In 
1868  he  traded  his  house  and  two  lota  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  4,  Cliohoctah 
Township,  Livingston  Connty,  and  this  land  he 
put  into  condition  for  culture.  He  exchanged 
ninety  acres  of  swamp  land  for  thirty  acres  of  dry  | 
land  and  owns  a  round  hundred  acres.  Besides  j 
carrying  on  his  farm  work  he  has  operated  a  ; 
thresher  for  twenty  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, but  no  office  seeker.  j 

The  fli-st  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with  Ruth   ! 
E.  Taylor,  a  Canadian  by  birth  and  a  daughter  of   ■ 
j\braham  Taylor,  a  wagon-maker.     Two  children    I 
crowned  this  union.  La  Fayette  J.,  and  Frankie  E.    | 
(deceased).     The  mother  of  these  children  died  in    j 
February,    1858.     The    second    wife    was    Melissa   i 
I'almer,  and    the  marriage  took  place    February   ! 
10,  1861.     She  was  born  in  the  township  of  Brigh- 
t(ui.  November  4,  183y,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sally  (Lajie)  Palmer,  who  were  boni   in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  V.,  and  came  to  Michigan 
iu    tiie    spring   of    183.'),   making    their    home    in 
JirigJiton  and  entering  a  claim  to  eighty  aci-es  of 
land. 

In  1856  Mr.  Palmer  removetl  to  Cohoctah  and  ' 
tiiok  up  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
1 6,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  put  in  condition 
for  cultivation.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
township  and  an  earnest  Republican,  (although  at 
first  he  had  been  a  Whig)  and  his  neighbors  placed 
him  in  several  township  ofHees.  He  died  in 
Howell,  in  April,  1888,  and  his  widow  still  sur- 
vives. They  were  the  parents  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  namely:  George,  David,  Chris- 
ttipher  H.,  Andrew  A.,  Boroughs,  Melissa  and 
I'litebe  A.  David  and  Christopher  served  their 
country  in  the  Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  the 


latter  fell  at  Chattanooga  in  the  summer  of  1864; 
while  the  youngest  s6n,  Boroughs,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteeii. 

In  early  life  Mr.  Palmer  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch  and  later 
joined  tliechurch  of  the  United  Brethren.  He  was 
the  only-  son  of  his  parents,  Abel  and  Hannah 
(Smith)  Palmer,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1836. 
One  child  only,  a  daughter,  Ellen,  is  the  result  of 
the  second  marriage  of  our  subject.  He  has  ever 
been  prominent  in  social  circles  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 


=«>^S-^ 


JOHN  C.  IIAWES,  the  proprietor  of  the  Lans- 
ing Becoratum,  is  one  of  those  men  who 
have  helped  to  lay  the  foundations  for 
progress  in  the  artistic  part  of  home  making 
in  this  city.  His  well-known  taste,  discernment 
and  judgment  have  made  him  an  authority  in  re- 
gard to  questions  of  home  adornment,  and  he  has 
proved  an  educative  power  iu  Lansing,  Ingham 
County.  He  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  finest  work- 
men in  Michigan  and  his  business,  which  is  higli 
grade  decorating  and  fresco  work,  is  to  him  an  art, 
and  to  it  he  ha'*  devoted  a  lifetime  of  study  and 
pmctiee. 

Mr,  Ilawes  was  boni  January  1,  I8i)2  in  Conesus. 
Livingston  County,  N.  V.  At  the  age  of  nine 
yeai-s  lie  removed  to  Rocliester,tliat  State,  where  he 
continued  his  schooling,  graduating  in  1878  from 
Rochester  Collegiate  Institute.  While  still  a  school 
boy  of  fourteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  as  a 
decorator  and  frescoer.  He  carried  on  his  studies 
and  practiced  his  art  at  the  same  time,  and  in  that 
way  made  his  way  through  the  institute  and  at  the 
same  time  became  a  successful  designer  and  archi- 
tect. He  acquired  a  refined  and  intelligent  taste 
for  decorating  and  became  an  artist  in  different 
lines,  making  a  thorough  study  of  every  depart- 
ment of  his  work. 

Possessing  unusual  capabilities  and  determina- 
tion   Mr.    Hawes  easily   kept   ahead  of  his    class, 
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rtltliutiifli  liepractifcd  woi-kingiialf  of  escli  dajii.nd 
devoWil.tlie  othw  half  to  liiw  scbool  dutie.s,  while 
Ht  the  snnie  time  he  found  it  necessary  to  help  U> 
Hiistaiii  his  parentjj.  His  excellent  health  aided  him 
in  fairyiiis  on! this  plan,  altliuugli  he  gave  himself 
little  reft,  and  liis  mind  wasi  to  thoroughly  aroused 
that  he  numetimes  solved  diftienlt  prohlems  in  Im 
sleep. 

.Vftei-  graduation,  youiijr  llawes  continued  in 
the  decorating  line  and  l>eeame  well-known  as  a 
pi'oniinent  sind  aitistic  designer,  Iwth  in  Kocliestei- 
and  nt  Dansville.  At  the  latter  place  he  remained 
imtii  luf  ivmyved  to  Lansing  nnd  hnd  the  eontrol 
<ir  fully  half  of  the  high  grade  decoi-ating  which 
was  done,  lie  is  not  conscious  of  having  inherited 
histiksto  and  skill  but  believes  that  he  owes  his  suc- 
cess mainly  to  hard  work  nnd  thorough  conscienti- 
ous study. 

In  1890  Mr,  llawes  dedded  to  come  West  and 
pi-ospected  through  various  States,  making  a  tour 
of  the  prominent  Michigan  towns  and  finally  de- 
cided that  Lansing  offered  the  hest  opening  foj' 
his  work.  His  object  in  removing  to  the  West  was 
to  find  a  better  business  opening  as  he  had  leai'ned 
by  experience  that  the  East  was  overcrowded.  I  le 
therefore  made  his  [permanent  settlement  here  on 
November  22,  1890,  and  established  here  the 
Decoratum.  Besides  doing  artistic  work  in  the  lines 
of  sign,  fi-esco  and  genei-al- decoration  he  cai'ries  a 
well-selected  line  of  paints  and  oils,  wall  paj^ej'. 
curtain  and  window  goods,  as  well  as  artists'  ma- 
terials, and  has  the  only  special  and  complete  line 
<.if  high  grade  decorations  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Hawes  employs  some  scores  of  assistants, 
superintending  everything  himself,  but  employing 
artiste  both  Kast  and  West  to  do  his  woi'k.  He 
has  finished  some  of  the  ttnest  work  that  lias  ever 
l>eeu  seen  in  the  West,  and  the  decorations  of  the 
Hotel  Downey,  just  completed  by  him,  are  highly 
artistic  and  of  great  value  not  only  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  hotel,  hut  as  a  means  of  e<1ucation  to  the 
masses.  fSome  of  the  colors  which  he  pi-oduces  are 
unrivaled  and  are  almost  Pomi>eiian  in  their  bril- 
liancy and  durability.  At  his  place  of  business 
which  is  located  at  No.  3116  Washington  Avenue 
Xorlh,  are  submitted  all  plans  for  truly  high  grade 
decorations  wliich  are  desired  in  this  city.  A  seholai- 


and  a  polished  gentleman  .Mr.  Hawes  stands  liigh 
in  tlii-  social  circles  of  Lansing. 

The  lady  ivho  became  the  wife  of  Mr,  Hawes 
.June  «,  1879,  at  Lawrenccville,  Pa.,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Louisa  H.  Hatltaway.  Her  {tarente, 
Oreinus  and  Dorethea  (Loucks)  Hathaway,  were 
born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.  The  mother  died 
in  Huffalo.  The  father  who  was  a  sbniemason 
went  to  California  dnring  the  prevalence  of  the 
gold  fever  and  died  there,  lie  helped  to  lay  the 
brick  and  stone  work  on  the  Kverett  House  one  of 
the  oldest  buildings  in  Lansing,  Mr,  Loucks,  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hathawa_\-,  was  a  soldier  fai  the 
War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Hawes  had  her  nativity  in 
Cambria,  N.  Y.,  which  is  in  Niagara  County,  and 
received  her  education  at  Wheatfield.  Previous  t^i 
her  maiTiage  she  engaged  in  the  millineiT  business 
with  her  aunt  at  Middleport>  Mr.  Hawes  is  a  He- 
publican  in  his  political  views  but  is  too  busj'  a 
man  to  pay  much  attention  to  public  affairs. 

Seth  Hawes,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
farmernear  Rochester,  where  he  still  resides,  and  his 
wife  Kuby  Bevins,  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.  Grandfather  Cornelius  Pell  Hawes  was  born 
in  Peekskill  and  was  a  cooper  and  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  1812. '  The  great-grandfather  of  oui-  sub- 
ject came  from  England,  whence  the  family  trace 
tlieir  lineage  back  to  Fi-ance.  A  lithographic  poi- 
trait  of  Jfr.  Hawes  accompanies  this  sketj;;ii. 


HAKLES  W.  JSTEVENS.  is  the    managei-  of 

ethe  I^nsing  Artilical  Stone  Conij)an.\-.  This 
branch  of  business  was  established  here  by 
tlie  gentleman  whose  name  is  above,  in  1877.  It 
was  the  first  stone  that  was  ever  made  hei-e,  our 
subject  having  become  a^ijuainted  with  the  bnsi- 
ness  in  .hickson  in  1874  which  was  not  long  after 
the  invention  of  artilicia!  stone.  Believing  Lan- 
sing to  lib  a  good  point  in  which  to  introduce  his 
business,  he  came  here  and  lias  al]-ead,\-  lieen  veiy 
successful.  He  succeeded  beyond  his  most  sangu- 
ine expectations  and  soon  found  it  to  be  Ijest  to 


,  CO  by  Google 


K>UTRArr  AND  BlOGRAPHICAt  ALSUJt. 


431 


establish  a  stock  company.  This,  liowever,  proved 
to  be  an  unfortunate  step,  for  the  management 
passed  into  inexperienced  hands  and  the  business 
which  had  promised  so  well  did  not  prove  to  be  a 
success.  However,  on  their  failure  our  subject  was 
certain  that  a  most  prosperous  business  could  be 
built  up. 

After  the  closing  out  of  the  establishment  lueii- 
tioned  in  the  opening  paragraph,  our  subject  again 
opened  business  for  himself,  he  i-etainiiig  the  man- 
agement. Since  passing  back  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Stevens  it  has  continuously  gi-own  m  importance. 
He  now  has  associated  with  him  Messrs.  L.  C.  Blood 
and  W.  S.  Griswold.  Itiis  industry  comprises  the 
making  of  artificial  stones  whicii  arc  used  in  the  cit>c- 
tion  of  buildings,  laying  sidewalks,  etc.,  and  also 
sewer  pipes  and  added  to  these  are  all  kinds  of  or- 
namental work,  whicli  is  so  extensively  used  in 
cemeteries,  vases  and  stattiaiy. 

This  tliriviiig  company  of  stone- makers  now  Jiave 
contracts  for  getting  out  fancy  stone  for  fifty  build- 
ings in  this  city  and  employ  a  foi-ce  of  twelve  men. 
Outside  of  this  business  our  subject  has  made  a 
number  of  inventions.  This  new  process  of  making 
stone  affords  an  opportunity  for  making  many 
things  in  ornamental  and  imitation  rustic  work  for 
which  stone  has  never  before  been  employed.  It 
can  bemade  ofanycolorand  any  shape,  Thestone 
isgi'Ound  up  and  repressed  by  such  great  force  that 
it  is  liarder  than  the  original  blocks.  This  process 
Mr.  Stevens  has  procured  a  patent  upon.  He  has 
also  invented  aconduitmachine  for  making  a  com- 
liination  of  holes  for  electric  wires  in  a  continuous 
block  of  artificial  stone.  By  this  method  it  is  pos- 
sible to  solve  tlie  problem  of  placing  the  wires  un- 
derground for  electrical  motive  power.  The  stones 
are  pierced  with  any  number  of  holes  and  the  wires 
are  passed  from  one  to  another  as  desired,  in  one 
continuous  piece  without  joints.  Our  subject  has 
just  received  a  patent  for  this  valuable  invention, 
ile  has  also  overcome  the  ditflculty  of  making  pipe 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  great  possibil- 
ities for  tJiis  new  industry. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  Blacktnan  Township, 
Jackson  County,  this  State,  October  11,1851.  He  is 
a  son  of  John  Stevens,  who  en  joys  the  distinction  of 
being  the  oldest  settler  in  Jackson  County,  having 


now  reached  the  age  of  four-score  and  four  years. 
He  settled  in  that  locality  in  1829  and  still  lives 
on  the  same  farm  which  he  took  up  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  cleared.  It  has  never  changed  hands 
and  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He 
was  born  m  New  Hampshire  and  when  only  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  came  alone  to  the  woods  of  Mich- 
igan. Soon  after  coming  here  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  Stevens,  like  himself  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire.  To  them  came  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  still  living.  T!ie\'  were  ail 
brought  up  on  a  farm.  Botli  iMtieiit*  still  survive 
and  are  surrounded  by  a  portion,  of  theii'  children. 
Our  subject  attained  his  majority  while  still  at 
home.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district 
school.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  went 
into  the  stone  business  and  has  ever  since  followed 
it  giving  it  his  whole  attention.  Mr.  Stevens  has 
a  pleasant  home  of  his  own  in  Lansing,  a  charm- 
ing little  woman  presiding  thereover.  His  wife 
was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Edwinna  McCon- 
nell  of  Blackman  Township.  That  happy  event  in 
wliich  the  two  were  made  one,  was  celebrated  April 
4, 1882.  They  have  two  children  who  are  at  once 
the  joy  and  care  of  their  fond  parents.  They  are 
by  name,  Maurice  and  Howard. 


rm^^*^- 


Ij^jOBEUT  M.  LAMOUEAITX.  The  prosperity 
jlfei^  and  progressiveness  of  Ingham  County,  and 
di  IV  indeed  of  Michigan  itself,  is  largely  due  to 
the  unflagging  efforts  of  the  newspaper  men 
of  this  section,  who  from  the  time  the  first  printing 
press  was  set  up  in  the  Wolverine  State  have  per- 
sistently and  intelligently  called  the  attention  of 
investors  to  the  riches  to  bo  foimd  in  the  soil,  the 
waters,  the  mines  and  the  climate  of  Michigan. 
The  resources  of  the  State  were  here  just  as  much 
ill  that  early  day  as  they  are  now,  but  of  what  avail 
would  they  have  been  to  the  people  of  the  over- 
crowded East  had  they  not  been  advertised  in  the 
columns  of  these  newspapers.  It  is  therefore  with 
peculiar  pleasure  that  the  biographer  responds  to 
the  call  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  any  one  of 
the  newspaper  fraternity. 
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Mr.  l.amoi-eaiix.tlieediUirof  tlie  Iiigbiii])  (omiTv 
Hepvhlicaii;  wliit^li  is  published  at  Leslie,  wns  ijtini 
ill  Sleiil>en  County,  Ind., February  8.  I860,  his  lioii- 
nred  pai-eiite  being  Henry  and  Martlia  (Jones)  Iji- 
iiioreaux,  wliose  native  Stales  fire  New  York  iind 
Oliio  respectively.  Tliey  were  married  in  Angola, 
liid.,  and  now  make  their  liome  at  Battle  C'l-eek, 
Mieh.  Henry  Jjanioreaux  is  iu  moderate  uircum- 
Htances  and  carries  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  He  has  been  a  Itepiiblican  all 
his  life  but  has  never  lieen  in  otHee  as  he  preferred 
to  devote  himself  to  his  ehosen  vocation  an  a 
farmer.  Both  lie  and  his  good  wife  ara  earnest  and 
eonscientions  membei-s  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chiii-ch  and  the  parents  of  four  (children:  Charley 
Itobeil  M.,  Lee  and  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  child  in 
age  iu  liis  father's  family  and  gi-ew  up  uptm  the 
farm  in  fScott  Township,  Steuben  County,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  which  time  his 
parents  moved  to  Fennville,  Allegan  County,  Midi.. 
and  four  years  later  removed  to  Calhoun  County. 
The  district  school  gave  this  boy  his  elementary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  attendance 
upon  the  High  School  at  Battle  Creek.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  assisting  him  upon  his  farm. 
and  learning  practical  lessons  of  industry,  perse- 
verance and  thrift  until  he  reached  his  majority, 
wlien  he  determined  to  learn  the  printer's  trade 
and  entei'cd  the  office  of  the  Daily  Moon,  at  Battle 
Creek,  as  an  apprentice.  Ue  remained  in  that  ofliee 
Coi-  three  yeai*  and  subsequently  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Kalamazoo,  Decatiii',  and  S(»uth  Bend, 
Jnd. 

iSomewhat  later  the  young  printer  conceived  the 
idea  of  making  an  independent  start  in  the  news- 
IKiper  line  and  going  to  Augusta,  Mich.,  he  pur- 
chased the  Augusta  Chronicle,  which  he  published 
for  a  year  and  a  iialf,  after  which  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  the  Oalesburg  Mnterpriae,  at  Galesburg, 
Mich.  After  operating  this  paper  for  a  few  months 
Mr.  M.  Lamoreaux  went  to  Detroit  and  worked  on 
the  Evening  News  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he 
came,  on  New  Year's  Day,  1891,  to  Leslie,  and 
l>ouglit  out  the  Ingliam  County  SepvbltGan,  the 
organ  of  the  Republican  pai'ty  in  this  section,  hav- 
ing at  the  time  a  cirenlation  of  five  hundred.     By 


lii>  ))iiitIl!im'  h<-  look  fiitire  uliargei)f  the  paper  and 
is  now  sole  editor  iniil  jjropiietor. 

Mr.  Lamoreaux,  as  is  natural  to  one  iu  his  posi- 
tion, takes  a  keen  interest  in  public  aftaii-s  and  is 
esi>ecially  interested  in  the  movements  of  the  Re- 
publican i>ai-ty,  which  he  represents.  He  is  a  wanii 
advocate  of  temperance  and  a  member  of  tlie  order 
of  Good  Templars,  His  marriage  wliicli  took  place 
Heptemhei' 8,  1H9I,  brought  to  liis  liome  Clara,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Maria  (Connor)  Wickhani, 
of  Calhoun  County,  Mich.  Two  years  prior  to  hei' 
maniage  Mi-s.  Lamoi-eaux  was  graduated  in  sten- 
ography and  type-writiug  and  has  l»ecome  a  faith- 
ful partner  in  business  with  her  liusband.  On 
November  I,  1891,  Mr.  Lamoreaux  ventured  still 
further  in  the  journalistic  tide  and  took  possession 
of  tlie  Battle  Creek  Weekly  Call,  In  Battle  Ci-eek 
lie  has  taken  up  his  jjermanent  abode  witli  office 
and  household,  and  already  ranks  among  the  lore- 
in<)st  cilizeii''  of  the  plaw. 


,  of 


jkA  ICllAlil,  I)0"\VI).     Tlie  story  of  llif  |)oo 
ll      IW   '^"^'^  ^''"^  have    landed    on    the  shor 
11       <X:  America  without  a  dollar  in  their  pocketi 
*  but  who  have  through  the   wealth    of  our 

soil,  the  wonderful  resoui-ces  of  natui-e,  and  their 
own  inherent  qualities  of  enterprise,  industry  and 
perseverance  conquered  a  handsome  fortune  or  a 
comfortable  competency  is  a  long  and  varied  tale. 
Among  tliese  we  may  mention  the  one  wliose 
name  we  have  just  written,  who  was  honi  iu 
August,  1826,  in  County  Longford,  Ireland,  in  the 
towu  of  Barry,  and  whose  parents,  Pet<;r  and  Ann 
(Mullen)  Oowd,  were  also  born  in  the  same 
county. 

These  ])iirciit>  broii^'lit  up  to  mature  years  eiglit 
children.  iiiiiuiOy:  .Mary,  Patrick,  Bridget,  Ann, 
Michafl,  -Iftiues,  Catherine  and  Margaret,  and  all 
of  this  large  family,  with  the  exception  of  the 
daughter  Mary,  have  come  to  make  their  homes  in 
the  land  of  freedom.  It  was  m  1848  when  Mi- 
cliael  Dowd  came  to  the  United  States,  and  hi.-^ 
journey  occupied  five  weeks.   He  settled  in  Bi-ook- 
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lyn,  X.  Y.,  aiul  tliere  learned  and  practiced  the 
trade  of  a  iiiiusoii,  working  in  this  line  for  seven- 
teen years. 

The  Western  fevei'  now  took  i>ossessioii  of  Mr. 
Dowd,  and  in  tlie  fall  of  186S  lie  came  to  Midii- 
jran  and  itiirehaeed  eighty  iici'es  of  fine  land  on 
section  26,  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston  County. 
This  was  then  covered  with  forest,  which  he  had 
removed,  and  tie  has  brought  it  into  a  flue  state  of 
productiveness,  and  still  resides  upon  it.  His 
niaiTiage  with  3Iiss  Catherine  Ferrel  took  place 
-hme  18,  1852.  This  union  took  place  in  Brook- 
lyn, N.  V.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Dowd  was  Ed- 
win Ferrel,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  from 
Barry,  which  was  the  native  town  of  our  s»d)ject.  , 
Three  ehildroii  Uessed  this  union — Anna,  who 
nmrried  T'iniotliy  Murphy,  and  has  now  died; 
I'eter  and  Kdward,  Their  mother  passed  from 
cai-tli  in  1857,  and  will  lie  long  remembered  as  a 
faithful  wife  and  mother  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  lionian  Catholic  {huivh.  The  second  wife 
of  ou]-  ftuliject  was  l':iiza  Kinney.  tlaughU-r  of 
Christopher  and  .lane  (Midvey)  Kinney.  She  also 
i^  a  native  of  Barry,  Ireland,  and  had  come  to  this 
(■(nintry  some  time  Ivefore  lier  union  with  Mr, 
DoWd.  Her  six  childi-en  are  .lames,  Christopher, 
Sliiry,  Maigaret,  Uose  and  Catherine.  These  are 
all  Iteinjf  brought  up  in  the  faith  of  the  Itoman 
Cntholic  Church,  to  which  their  parents  liokmg. 


J'OHX  ]'.  LOCKWDOD  w;i^  horn  in  Oiitario 
County.^^V..  ill  ]H5;i.iind  (vom  lii.- ciirliesL 
years  has  been  conspicuous  tor  his  energy 
_  and  activity.  His  father,  .luini  C.,  was  bom 
in  Ontario  C'ouiity,  April  1!,  1810.  He  died  tlic 
day  the  fiiwl  shot  was  fli-ed  upon  Ft.  Sumter.  He 
was  a  farmer  and  surveyor  and  was  considei-ed  one 
of  the  best  matiiematicians  in  Ontario  County  and 
was  fr»i((uently  consulted  by  [arsons  who  had  diHi- 
eult  pi-oMems  l<i  solve.  He  had  an  enviable  repu- 
tation in  liis  s|)ecialiy.  which  was  that  of  surveying. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  in  her  maiden  day> 


was  Miss  .Julia  Phelps.  A  native  of  Connecticiit, 
she  was  Iwrn  at  Hartford  in  1816,  and  stilt  sur- 
vives, making  her  home  at  Oeneva,  N.  V.  Moving 
into  (ieneva  with  his  parent*  in  181)1,. lolin  1*. 
Lookwood  spent  the  next  fifteen  yeat^  of  his  life 
in  atteudaiiee  at  the  district  schools  and  in  work- 
ing in  machine  sho|>s.  While  living  at  (ieneva he 
lost  a  portion  of  his  arm  while  engaged  in  thresh- 
ing. This  necessitated  some  change  in  his  jdaus 
for  the  future  and  having  only  *1.S0  in  money  be 
determined  to  leaiii  the  art  of  telegi-aphy.  In  a 
short  time  he  was  sent  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Itailroad  and  remained  there 
until  the  day  after  (iarfield  was  sliot.  when  he  went 
to  Okemos  to  work  for  the  (iiand  Tnuik  Itsiilroad. 
While  thus  engaged  he  was  conducting  a  general 
grain  and  pi-oduoe  business  st  Kllm,this  State,  and 
after  remaining  in  this  place  three  yeai-s  and  five 
months  he  went  to  Pine  I>ake  and  took  charge  of 
the  station  at  that  |ilace.it  Iwing  known  as  Ha-^lett 
Park, 

Since  coming  to  Haslett  Park  Mr.  UK-kwo'>d  has 
been  one  of  tlie  bu.siest  men  in  the  eoiiiity,  besides 
performing  the  duties  of  an  operator,  building  up 
a  liiemtive  trade  in  the  general  merehandisc  line, 
it  being  run  under  the  firm  name  of  .lohn  P.  Lock- 
wood  it  Co.  He  also  deals  in  agricultural  iniple- 
mentti  and  buys  fai'm  i>roduct«  of  all  kinds.  Aside 
from  this  he  runs  a  flue  fa i-m  which  he  owns  on 
section  10.  of  .Meridian  Township,  He  is  Treasurer 
of  the  town.Khi])  luid,  although  a  stanch  Democrat, 
has  lieen  awaidcd  the  position  of  I'ostmaster. 

Mr.  lx>ckwood  is  a  thomugh-going,  wide-awake 
business  man  who  fully  deserves  the  success  which 
be  enjoys  and  the  coniforte  which  his  fine  fortune 
enable,-^  him  U>  )u-ocme.  An  idea  of  the  volume  of 
the  business  done  by  him  in  the  little  village  may 
lie  had  by  slating  that  during  the  year  1890  he 
|iajd  the  farmers  of  this  vicinity  ♦71,00(1  for  farm 
]»roducts.  <.>ur  subject  was  very  happily  married 
March  1,  1881,  t^i  Miss  Clara  Ireland,  of  (Jencva. 
N.  \.  She  is  a  daughb^r  of  .lohn  Ireland.  Two 
children  h:ive  l>een  torn  of  this  union — Edwin  M. 
wiiodied  when  twenty-one  months  old  and  Charles 
Park  Lockwood,  named  in  honor  of  Dr.  Park,  of 
Okemos;  the  last  child  are  born  1884,  just  before 
Cleveliiud's  election.     Mi-s.  Lockwood  has  been  a 
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member  of  the  Sandusky  Presbyterian  Church. 
Socially,  our  subject  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  familiar  with 
all  its  branches.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  is  well  informed  on  all  the 
issuses  of  the  day. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  review  may 
be  found  the  litiiographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Lock- 
wood. 


ffi_^ENRY    K.  PATIEKGILL. 

I|j|j  has  the  interests  of  the  place  of  his 


who 
i  resid- 
ence at  heart,  whether  it  be  in  an  humble  or 
i^j  prominent  way,  always  oomioands  the  res- 
pect of  every  right-minded  person.  In  an  edu- 
cational direction  there  is  an  additional  degree  of 
deference  paid  the  promoters  of  advancement,  for 
in  the  Republic  of  America  in  which  we  blend  the 
French  idea  of  equality  with  the  English  theory 
of  brotherhood,  we  realize  how  greatlj'  we  are 
indebted  to  our  public  school  system  for  many  of 
the  men  that  have  come  to  the  fore  in  public  as  in 
private  affairs.  The  gentleman  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sket<!h  is  a  noted  educator  in  this 
State  and  is  now  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Michigan  School  Moderator,  a  semi-monthly  maga- 
zine, that  is  published  for  the  use  of  teachers  and 
school  Boaids.  giving  much  valuable  information 
in  regard  to  school  paraphernalia,  as  well  as  the 
latest  theories  and  methods  as  used  by  the  most 
advanced  educators  of  the  day  in  foreign  lands  as 
well  as  our  own  country. 

Mr.  Pattengill  was  bom  in  Mt.  Vision,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  4,  1852.  His  fatlier  was 
the  Rev.  i*muel  G.  Pattengill,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  Lisbon,  Otsego  County.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  also  Lemuel  Pattengill,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
removing,  however,  to  New  York  where  he  was 
an  early  settler  in  Otsego  County.  Lemuel  Pat- 
tengill, Sr.  was  a  Captain  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
\Tas  wounded  at  Queenstown  Heights,  and  taken 
prisi,ner  by  the  British  soldiers  and  held  for 
two  or  ttiree  months  in   Canada,     t 


occurred  in  New  York  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  The  family  are  Eastern  in  their  antece- 
dents. 

Our  subject's  father  began  his  career  for  himself 
by  engaging  in  farming  in  New  Lislion,  thence 
removing  to  Lawrence,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm.  Always  of  a  deeply  religious  turn 
of  mind,  he  determined  to  devote  himself  to 
Oospel  work,  and  became  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  body  he  became  a  prominent 
member.  Later  he  went  to  Wilson,  Niagara 
County.  In  about  1863  he  became  Chaplain  in 
tlie  army  under  the  Christian  commission  and  he 
was  present  at  the  victory  of  Harper's  Ferry  and 
was  able  to  give  comfort  to  many  a  poor  fellow 
who  breathed  his  last  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and 

In  the  fall  of  1865  tlie  elder  Mr.  Pattengill  came 
to  Litchfield,  this  State  as  jiastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  remained  tliere  for  six  or  seven  yeare 
and  then  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  sup- 
plied churches.  Thence  lie  moved  to  Ithica  and 
thei-e  he  died  in  1875  at  tbe  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  voting, 
however,  for  tlie  man  that  he  believed  to  be  best 
fitted  for  the  position  and  one  that  he  felt  that 
had  integrity  and  principle  i-ather  than  a  man  who 
could    be  made  tbe    tool    of    unscmpulous   polit- 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Mary  Gregory.  She  also  was  born  in  Otsego 
County.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  liev.  Seth 
Gregory,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  located 
near  Lisbon.  He,  like  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
Baptist  minister  and  for  forty  years  had  a  charge  in 
one  place.  Mrs.  Pattengill  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  son.  She  has  reached  the  good  old 
age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  has  been  the  mother 
of  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  the  young- 
est, is  now  living. 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Otsego 
County,  N,  Y.,  after  which,  at  the  age  of  one  year, 
he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  AkiX)n,  Erie  County, 
whence  after  a  residence  of  five  or  six  yeai's  he 
removed  to  Wilson  and  as  soon  as  old  enougli 
attended  the  Wilson  Academy.  Removing  to 
Litchfield.  Mich.,  in  1865,  he  attended  the   Litch- 
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field  High  School.  After  that  he  went  to  Hudson 
and  was  a  graduate  fi-om  the  High  School  at  tlic 
age  of  seventeen  yeai-B.  In  1870  lie  entered  the 
I'nivei-sity  of  Michigan  in  wliicli  he  pui-sued  the 
literary  courae  for  four  yeai-s.  gi-aduating  in  1874 
and  taking  the  degree  of  Baclielor  of  .Science.  At 
the  commencement  at  which  he  was  graduated  he 
wa*i  one  of  foui'tecn  speakers  and  was  class  pro- 
phet. After  finishing  his  college  conrsc  he  deter- 
mined to  devote  himself  to  edncational  work  an<l 
went  to  St.  Louis,  wherelie  became  Superintendent 
of  the  Union  Schools,  holding  the  position  for  two 
years.  Thence  he  went  to  Ithaca  and  was  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  for  eight  yeai-s.  Dui-ing  his 
stay  i)f  eight  years  in  that  city  he  established  a 
High  School  and  interested  the  School  Board  in 
higher  educational  work  until  a  $2.'j,00(l  school- 
iMinse  was  built,  in  wliich  the  High  School  was  con  - 
ducted.  During  the  contemplation  and  building 
he  was  on  the  building  committee  and  at  the  same 
time  was  President  of  the  Village  for  two  terms. 
lie  was  also  President  of  (iratiut  County  Tcaelier?" 
AsNOciiition  for  eight  j-eai's. 

In  1884  Mr.  Pattengill  went  to  (inind  Rapids 
and  there  became  assistant  editor  of  tlie  School 
Moderator,  a  magazine  publl-lied,  for  the  use  of 
U'iU'liui-s  and  in  tlie  interest  of  eduaitional  afl'aii-s. 
llo  continuod  in  this  position  for  one  year  and 
then  liuuglit  out  the  i>Bper,  removing  his  oflice  to 
Lansing,  from  which  it  has  since  iieen  published. 
Tlie  magazine  was  first  printed  in  Grand  Rapids  in 
1 880  and  the  pui-cliase  was  made  by  oui'  subject  in 
1885.  Since  tiiat  time  it  lias  grown  from  a  sixteen - 
page  quarto  to  a  thivty-two-|«ige  qiiailo  magazine 
and  it  has  al8(»  increased  in  cii-culation  from  four- 
teen hundred  to  five  thousand.  As  Iwfoit  said,  it 
is  devoted  to  the  edueationftl  interests  and  estah-  ' 
lished  for  the  benefit  of  schools.  Tlie  liest  teachers  : 
and  educatoi-s  of  tlie  day  aie  contribiitoi's.  li^ides 
this  magazine  Mr.  J'attengill  publishes  a  number 
of  other  books.  f)ne  of  the  most  popular  is  the 
•'(!ivil  (ioverniiieut  of  Michigan, "  of  which  he 
himself  is  the  autlu>r.  Another  very  attractively 
written  and  jKipuhir  Iwoli  is  •■  Thoughts  f(>r  those 
who  Think,"  also  written  by  oui-  subject.  '-Tiii- 
Top  Pieces  for  Little  folks,"  a  '•  Manual  of  (hthog- 
raphy, "   a  "School  Song    Knapsack,"    and    "An 


Outline  for  Special  Day  Exercises  for  School." 
All  the  above  named  books  he  has  written,  and  also 
publishes  the  "  Michigan  Historical  and  (leogi-aph- 
ical  Cards  for  School,"  uix>n  which  he  lias  a  copy- 
liglit.  Numerous  other  works  that  l>ear  mxin 
educational  inattei-s  come  from  his  presses. 

In  1886  our  subject  filled  the  vacancy  of  Assisl>- 
ant  Pi'ofessor  in  EnglisJi  at  the  Agiicultnral  Col- 
lege. I'nder  liis  able  instruction  it  grew  into  one 
of  the  most  popular  coni-ses  in  tlie  college.  ]n 
I  1889  he  showed  liis  fearlessness  in  regard  to  public 
!  opinion  when  he  espoused  tlie  part  of  Prof.  Mac- 
Ewan  in  the  controvei-sy  or  ruption  in  the  school, 
and  at  this  time  he  attat^ked  the  Board  of  Control 
itjMin  their  action  regarding  Prof.  MacEwan.  Mr. 
Pattengill  is  an  enthusiastic  institute  worker  and 
has  been  appointed  by  the  State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  as  Conductor  of  Instituttis  and 
in  this  capacity  hll-^  done  serviw  in  one-half  the 
counties  in  the  State. 

The  original  of  oui'  sketch  was  married  in  St. 
Louis  in  1877,  his  bride  lieing  Miss  Lizzie  Sharp- 
Steen,  who  was  born  in  l*erry,  N.  Y.,  and  Is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mortimer  Sharpsteen,  also  a  native  of  New 
York.  She  came  West  when  a  young  lady  with 
her  parents,  locating  in  Iowa  and  later  settling  in 
(Imtiot  County,  where  her  father  was  an  earh' 
pioneer  and  farmer.  Mrs.  Pattengill  was  a  grad- 
uate fi-om  the  High  School  of  St.  lAiiiis,  and  is  a 
most  accomplished,  amiable  and  atti-activc  lady. 
.She  is  the  mother  of  four  children  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Lillie,  Victor  R.,  Margaret  I.  .and 
lial  M.  Mr.  Pattengill  has  a  beautiful  home  which 
be  erected  at  a  i-ost  of  of  i*7,0ltU  on  the  cornei-  of 
Townseiid  and  Lenawee  Streets  Ai-chitecturally 
it  is  finely  proportioned  and  artistic,  and  interior- 
ally  is  supplied  with  every  comfort  aud  conven- 
ience that  makes  modern  living  comi>arativelj-  so 
delightful.  It  is  aljovc  all  and  before  all  homely 
and  is  a  lit  place  for  the  development  of  true  cul- 
ture and  refinement.  The  editor  has  here  a  fine 
library  of  carefully-selected  works  of  the  best 
authors,  and  his  eliildren  are  made  to  i-eatize  that 
they  ai-c  the  heirs  of  all  the  ages  by  lieing  sur- 
rounded aud  made  familiar  with  the  tiest  though bi 
of  tlic  best  English  writers  of  early  as  well  as 
modeiTi  times. 
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Our  subject  is  connected  with  several  societies, 
being  lecturer  of  the  Lansing  Grange.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  Secretary.  In  his  politi- 
cal following  he  is  stanchly  Republican  and  being 
one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intellijrent  men 
of  the  vicinity  he  has  been  many  times  a  delegate 
to  county  and  State  conventions.  When  a  boy 
Mr,  Pattengill  was  severely  hurt  by  a  reaper.  For 
five  months  he  was  confiued  to  his  room  and  kept 
on  his  back.  This  accident  caused  a  slight  lame- 
ness which  undoubtedly  changed  the  course  of  his 
life,  as  his  early  home  being  on  the  lake,  he  pro- 
bably otherwise  would  have  been  a  farmer  or 
sailor. 


iM\\  R-''-F'MEl'INE  (HOUGHTON)  LANNING. 
///  ll\  ■^*  '^  ""^  unusual  thing  to  And  a  woman 
s  IS  who  has  been  brought  up  under  the  old 
'■'  regime  in  which  it  was  thought  unwomanly 

»ud  immodest  for  one  of  the  gentler  sex  to  interest 
herself  in  anything  outside  of  domestic  affairs  or 
such  gentle  occupation  as  writing  poetry,  to  step 
out  into  the  world  and  assume  duties  which  have 
always  been  considered  as  belonging  to  the  stei-ner 
sex.  She  of  whom  we  write,  although  having 
passed  tlie  meridian  of  youth  and  vigor,  has  as- 
sumed the  control  of  extensive  business  affairs  re- 
lating to  her  husband's  estate,  and  has  managed 
them  successfully.  Far  from  giving  her  a  mannish 
or  unwomanly  air,  she  has  dignified  the  work  that 
she  has  taken  up  and  given  it  a  grace  and  gentle- 
ness of  her  own. 

Mi-fl.  Lanning  is  the  owner  of  the  farm  located 
on  section  22,  Ilartland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  although  she  is  nearly  seventy  years 
of  age  she  oijerates  it  so  as  to  bring  her  in  a  good 
income.  The  lady  was  born  in  the  State  of  Xew 
York,  her  birthplace  beingrthetown  of  Hamburg, 
Eric  C'ounty,  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of 
Buffalo.  Her  natal  day  was  July  29,  1822.  Her 
father  was  Ezra  Houghton,  a  native  of  New  York, 


where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to 
Michigan,  however,  among  its  earliest  pioneer  set- 
tlers, directing  his  way  in  1833  direct  to  Washte- 
naw County,  where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land 
from  the  Government.  On  this  he  built  a  log 
house  and  bent  his  efforts  toward  improving  his 
tract.  He  had  succeeded  in  cleai'ing  ten  acres  and 
placing  thereon  some  improvements  when  he  sold 
out  his  claim  and  purchased  school  land  on  section 
16,  Webster  Township,  AVashtenaw  County.  There 
he  lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  placing 
valuable  improvements  on  the  tract  and  making  of 
it  a  comfortable  home  place.  There  he  died  after 
reaching  a  good  old  age. 

Our  subject's  mother,  in  her  maiden  days,  was 
Margaret  Queal,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to 
America  when  a  young  girl.  She  was  educated  in 
N^cw  York  State.  Her  husband  and  herself  were 
buried  side  by  side  in  Webster  cemetery.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  Mrs.  Lanning 
is  the  third  cliild  in  order  of  birth  and  also  the 
third  daughter.  She  came  to  this  State  with  her 
parents  when  but  eleven  years  of  age.  Tliat  was 
a  day  when  it  was  not  considered  mental  to  help  a 
neighbor  with  the  domestic  or  farm  work  and  to 
receive  in  return  pay,  and  our  subject  worked  out 
in  order  to  help  support  herself  and  family.  She 
was  a  capable  and  competent  young  woman  and 
early  made  a  reputation  for  being  one  of  the  best 
.housewives  of  the  country.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore one  of  the  young  men  of  the  neighborhood 
became  aware  of  her  virtues  and  attractions,  and 
December  22,  1839,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
W,  C,  Lanning,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  there  bom 
February  7,  1810.  With  his  parents  he  removed 
from  his  native  place  to  the  town  of  Enfleld,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  wheu  but  five  years  old.  There 
he  was  reared  and  educated,  coming  to  this  State 
when  a  young  man. 

The  young  couple  set  up  housekeeping  in  Hart- 
land  Township,  Livingston  County,  in  1840,  the 
same  week  iu  wliich  their  marriage  took  place. 
They  began  by  taking  up  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  from  the  Government,  which  is  the 
same  tract  upon  which  our  subject  now  resides. 
The  husband  cleared  a  spaec  in  the  tangle  of  under- 
briish  and  forest  trees,  and  built  a  log  house  and 
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set  about  improving  the  place.  From  time  to  time 
.'Kkliiig  a  few  aei-es  until  tlie.v  Ijetsime  tlie  owneiv 
of  tivu  hundi-ed  and  ten  aci-es.     Mr.  J^nning  made 

ill  the  lmpIo^  emeiits  that  weie  at  that  time  on  the 
[lace      He  died  m   Taniiarj    18H*)   aftei  a  lifetimi 

1  ent  in  an  effoit  to  secui'e  such  a  compettn(\  «l^ 
sh  mid  relieve  him  fiom  the  necessity  of  Inid  laboi 
In  his  >oHth  he  adhered  to  the  "\V  liiif  police  but 
tn  the  formation  of  the  Republican  piil^  tr^iis- 
ftired  his  allegiance  to  it.  lie  was  a  well  known 
md  well  liked  man  and  was  one  of  the  eailieat  set- 
tler*  in  thi'^  poition  of  the  conntry  He  was  a 
libeial  conttibiitor  to  all  good  and  ju  t  cau<sei 
lending  an  entouraginff  voiee  to  evcrv  progressive 
novement  that  promised  to  le  foi  the  benefit  of 
the  public 

(.)ur  sul)jeet  has  one  daughtei  lenessi  now  the 
wife  rf  'iquire  \escelius      Ihe^  reside  in  llartland 

rownship  on  piit  of  the  old  homestead  Mrs 
Tanning  owns  a  f^rm  of  One  bundled  and  Mxt^ 
1  les  nhich  is  the  oiigmal  plat  purchised  from  the 
(t  \  emment  (.)n  her  husband  s  death  she  was 
^I  punted  administiitiix  of  the  tatate  and  has 
smie  continued  tt  can>  on  the  business  incident 
to  the  farm  She  now  lents  the  plaee  devottnii; 
ber  elf  to  a  general  ovei"ight  and  the  placing  i  f 
investments.  She  has  done  exceedingly  well  in 
the  management  of  the  farm  thug  far.  It  is  grati- 
fying to  find  so  much  business  capacity  and  capa- 
bility in  one  of  the  gentler  sex,  and  Mr,  Lanning's  ; 
oonfldence  in  the  life-long  partner  of  hia  joys  and 
sorrows  has  proved  to  be  not  in  any  wise  misplaced.  ■ 


'.If^-jUSII  J.  KHA^■K,  M.  1).  is  one  of  the  pro- 
IWr  minent  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Lansing, 
%  Ingham  County,  where  he  was  born  Decem- 
"  ber  15',  1848,  one  year  after  the  capital  was 
here  located.  His  father  waa  Ilxilbert  B.  Shank,  a 
pioneer  who  felled  the  trees  where  now  the  most 
important  city  streets  are  laid  out  and  charred  the 
ffround  by  burning  out  the  stumjis  and  underbrush. 
His  home  was  where  his  son,  Dr.  Shank,  now  lives, 
on  Allegan  Street  between  Washington  and  Capitol 
Avenues.     Dr.  Shank  has  witnessed  the  metamor- 


phosis of  the  beautiful  I'ity  with  impoiiant  com- 
mercial interei't.s  from  the  crudest  pioneer  settle- 
ment. 

Receiving  the  ludiments  of  his  education  in  this 
iitv  Dr  Shank  when  a  youtli  was  sent  Iwtfk  to 
New  lotk  State  to  enjoy  the  advantages  offered 
at  Oakwood  Seminan — a  lieautifiil  educational 
institution  located  on  C  ayuga  I^ake.  After  read- 
ing with  his  f«ttliei  who  was  a  professional  man  of 
high  standing  he  entered  the  Medical  Department 
(f  the  Lnnersiti  of  Michigan  in  order  to  pursue 
hio  studies  m  that  line  under  the  best  conditions 
possible  He  took  an  advanced  three  years'  coui-se 
and  was  giiduated  in  the  Class  of  '71.  Ilia  in- 
dependence of  nature  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
w  hen  a  junioi  student  at  Oakwood  Seminary  he 
enlisted  in  the  ^\  ai  of  the  Rebellion  at  Auburn,  N. 
"i  111  Company  C  Ont,  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth 
Jiew  Yoik  Infantrj  He  was  mustered  into  service 
August  2  1864  aniT  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
Tames  River  Division  He  served  as  a  private  un- 
til the  close  of  the  wii.  He  was  present  at  the 
I  attle  of  Appomattox  Court  House  and  was 
tliiough  the  fleldon  Itailroad  raid  and  witnessed 
the  fall  of  Petersbuig  and  Appomattox. 

Aftei  being  mustered  out  of  service  he  returned 
home  and  began  the  study  of  his  profession,  as  be- 
fore stated,  reading  with  his  father.  After  gradu- 
ating he  came  to  Lansing  and  began  practicing 
which  he  has  ever  since  continued.  Fii-st  as  his 
father's  partner,  he  remained  with  him  until  his 
death,  Apnt  23, 1888.  After  that  sad  event  he  asr 
sociated  himself  with  Dr.  A.  S.  Hyatt.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  both  the  State  and  Lansing  Medical 
Societies.  For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 
j'resident  of  the  Board  of  Examining  Surgeons 
and  previous  to  the  formation  of  local  Boards  he 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  Hoard  of  examin- 
ing Surgeons  in  1876,  serving  until  1886.  In  1884 
!>!■.  Shank  was  appointed  as  Department  Com- 
mander, Michigan  Department  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  and  now  is  I'resident  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  Michigan  Soldier'w  Home.  He 
unites  a  regular  pi-actice  with  his  specialty,  which 
is  that  of  surgery,  he  having  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  finest  surgeons  in  this  portion  of  the 
State, 
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Socially  Dr.  Shank  is  in  constant  demand.  He 
is  Eminent  Commander  of  the  Ivansing  Knights 
Templar,  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  an  Ell(,  and  belongs 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  fact  is 
a  member  of  nuraerons  other  orders.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mias  Ella  E.  Williams,  of 
this  city  December  29,  1873.  Tliis  maiTiage  has 
been  blest  by  the  advent  of  one  daughter,  Ruth. 
J)i'.  Shank  is  an  exti'emely  jiopular  man,  greatly 
liked  by  all  who  know  him.  A  skillful  physician  and 
surgeon,  bis  sei-vices  are  in  constant  demand  by 
the  best  class  of  patrons  in  the  city. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  litfao- 
gi'aphic  porti-ail  of  Hr.  Shank,  ]) resented  in  connec- 
tion witli  thii'  biograpiiical  notice. 


^-=^^il-^-«^l^!#i 


GEORGE  VORCE.  The  owner  of  and  resi- 
.  dent  upon  the  tine  farm  located  on  section 
-j^j^  If),  I^i-oy  Township,  liiglinm  County,  if;  a 
pi'Ominent  man  in  this  section,  lie  is  a  native  of 
Xew  York,  being  bora  in  C'ayuga  County  May  2, 
1842.  He  is  the  sou  of  William  and  Celia  (Weber) 
Vorce.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
.State  and  his  mother  of  Connecticut.  His  paternal 
grandfather  is  said  to  have  been  a  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

Wlien  about  two  or  thi-ee  years  old  the  original 
of  our  sketch  was  brought  by  his  jmreiits  to  Ing- 
ham Connty,  this  State,  the  family  -settling  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Leroy  Township,  where  they  were  among 
the  early  settlei"S.  Our  subject's  father  liere  de- 
vot«d  himself  to  the  calling  of  agriculture  winch 
was  not  at  that  time  the  comiiaratively  easy  one 
of  the  present  day,  for  they  were  pioneei's,  and 
had  literally  to  hew  their  way  through  the  forests 
to  get  even  a  place  on  which  they  could  locate 
their  log  house,  which  was  the  first  home  they  liad 
on  coming  to  the  State.  The  principles  of  De- 
iiKicracy  are  those  that  were  dearest  and  nearest  to 
jMr.  Vorce,  Si',  The  theories  of  that  gentleman, 
however,  were  not  narrow  in  any  respect,  and  he 
sought  only  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large,  re- 
gardless of  party  prejudice.     Our  subject  is  one  of 


eight  children  bom  to  his  parents,  of  which  the 
names  following  are  those  tb at  still  survive:  Helen, 
John,  George,  lidward,  Susan,  William  and  An- 
drew. Helen  is  the  wife  of  A.  ('.  Wigant;  Susan 
married  William  Rouse. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  it  i.-i  our  pleasure  to 
give  this  short  sketch  in  outline  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  this  county,  and  his  experience  here 
is  that  of  many  pioiieei-s  in  this  portion  of  the 
country.  His  devotion  to  Ids  farming  intei-ests 
has  brought  him  large  returns.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  his  early  life  was  spent  in  rural  occupa- 
tion, for  there  was  much  to  he  done  in  those  days 
in  felling  timber,  making  the  roads  and  in  gener- 
ally improving  the  contour  of  the  land.  There 
was  not  so  much  seflshness  then  as  now,  or  per- 
haps one  may  better  say,  that  the  genei-al  good  at 
that  time  was  .ilso  the  individual  good. 

Although  well  endowed  by  nature  with  bright 
mental  qualities,  the  educational  advantages  en- 
joyed by  our  subject  were  not  brilliant.  He  has, 
however,  become  self-educated  to  such  a  degree 
that  he  passes  for  a  man  of  liberal  education.  A 
good  conversationalist,  he  is  also  genial  and  sunji.y- 
tcmpered,  having  the  happy  faculty  of  making 
one  fee!  at  ease.  In  February,  I86u,  Mr.  Vorce 
enlisted  in  Com|iany  (',  Eleventli  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  with  his  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Anny  of  the  C'umberland,  He  continued 
in  service  until  his  dischaige,  in  September,  IHGo, 
During  his  experience  as  a  soldier  he  was  detailed 
to  duty  as  guard  over  i-ailroads  and  trains  and  to 
do  general  picket  duty  in  Tennessee. 

On  leturning  from  the  war  our  subject  was 
married,  in  .August,  1871,  to  Miss  Marietta  Bain, 
who  wa."  Iioi'i)  in  this  State  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  Bain.  By  this  union  three  children  were 
t>om,  two  of  whom  are  living  at  tlie  present  time. 
They  are  Elmer  and  Lina.  Mr.  Voi-ceis  tJie  ownei- 
of  one  hundi-ed  imtcs  of  well-improved  land.  He 
has  erected  thereon  good  buildings,  having  a  pleas- 
ant home  and  charming  sm-ronndings.  He  devotes 
himself  to  general  fanning,  supplenienting  the 
products  of  the  soil  with  the  rich  returns  from  his 
live  stock.  A  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  our 
subject  has  always  ende^ivored  to  !«*  true  to  what 
he  believes  to  be  foi'   the  general  good,  irrespec- 
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tive  of  pai-ty.  The  original  of  our  sfeetch  has  been 
an  incumbent  of  several  township  offices.  For 
three  years  he  was  Higliwiiy  Commissioner,  and  lie 
has  also  served  as  School  Moderator  of  his  district 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  has  identified  himself 
witli  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  in  which  he  is  an  ac- 
tive memijer.  Truly  one  of  the  thrifty  tillei-s  of 
the  soil  in  Leroy  Township  Mr.  Vorce  also  com- 
mands tlie  respect  of  Jiis  fellow-townsmen. 


SLEE  COOK.  The  ]>e|)nty  Sheriff  of  Ing- 
ham County  is  at  tlie  present  time  a  resi- 
dent of  the  city  of  Lansing,  having  l>een 
here  since  ]S(>7.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  was  bora  at  Greenville,  Argentile  County, 
Quebec,  February  10,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of  Hiram 
L.  and  Lucinda  (Haynes)  Cook.  As  a  boy  he 
received  the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  at- 
tending school  at  Greenville.  There  seems  to  \k  a 
certain  element  in  the  atmosphere  of  Canada  tliat 
vitalizes  and  invigorates,  giving  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  America  a  freshness  au<i  clearness 
of  j>erceptioii  and  a  breadth  of  mental  caliber,  as 
well  as  strong,  sturdy,  physical  constitutions. 

After  finishing  his  education,  our  subject  went 
to  Upper  Canada,  locating  in  Westmeath,  Renfrew 
C'ounty,  where  lie  followed  the  trade  which  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  town.  It  was  that  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner.  He  followed  this  calling  some 
little  time  while  in  Canada,  liecoming  skilled  in 
his  workmanship.  In  1863  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Saginaw,  there  being  engaged 
at  once  in  building  a  sawmill  for  Messrs.  Sage  and 
McGraw.  In  the  latter  part  of  1864  he  temoved 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  while  there  was  engaged  in 
work  on  the  University  building,  assisting  in  the 
erection  of  an  addition  to  the  Medical  Department. 
In  1865  he  went  to  Jncicson  in  order  to  lielp  build 
the  Union  Block,  being  a  |)art  of  the  time  employed 
as  contractor  on  that  building. 

In  1867  Mr.  Cook  came  to  Lansing,  first  attracted 
here  by  the  fact  tliat  several  large  buildings  were 
lieing  erected  and  his  reputation  as  a  fine  workman 


at  once  secured  him  a  good  place  among  the  Car- 
penters'and  Builders'  fraternity.  The  first  build- 
ing that  he  was  engaged  upon  was  the  J^ansing 
House,  now  called  the  Downey  House,  and  since 
tliat  time  he  has  done  a  large  contracting  business. 
Some  of  the  houses  he  has  erected  are  the  Larned 
crockery  store,  the  series  of  stores  opposite  the 
Lansing  House,  and  a  numlier  of  buildings  on  Hon. 
.T.  E.  Warner's  farm.  He  also  took  the  contract 
for  tearing  down  the  old  State  Land  Office,  where 
the  Capitol  now  stands.  This,  however,  was  an 
unfortunate  uudei'taking  for  him,  for  while  en- 
gaged on  this  building  he  had  a  terrible  fall  by 
which  he  broke  and  permanently  crippled  his  right 
witst  and  Imnd,  also  his  riglit  leg  and,  injui-ed 
one  lung.  The  fall  \vm  froma  height  of  sixty  feet, 
and  it  is  a  mystery  liow  he  survived  at  all.  He 
suffered  other  injuries  and  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  business  in  consequence. 

Turning  to  new  fields  in  which  he  could  find  an 
occupation  that  his  length  was  equal  to,  he  be- 
came an  agent  for  sewing  machines  and  was  in  this 
very  suct^essfnl.  About  that  time,  liowever,  the 
municipality  was  organizing  tlie  firtit  police  force 
(1872),  and  our  subject  was  appointed  upon  this 
force,  being  the  first  uniformed  policeman  seen  in 
the  city.  He  continued  in  this  position  for  six  oi- 
seven  years,  holding  it  under  both  Republican  and 
Democratic  administrations,  which  fact  speaks  well 
for  his  popularity  as  a  man  and  the  fitness  that  his 
constituents  felt  he  had  for  the  jjosition.  -\fter 
withdrawing  from  tlic  police  forec  he  was  elected 
t'onstnble,  which  office  iie  also  l»cld  for  several  years, 
and  was  then  appointed  Depniy  Slieriff.  Wliile  still 
Constable  he  was  appointed  by  tlic  Council  as 
Chief  of  Police  and  also  ('it\-  JIarshal,  Iwtli  ofHces 
tieing  combined  by  a  Democratic  Council.  He 
served  in  that  caimcity  for  two  years,  at  tiie  end 
of  wbicii  time  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  Ing- 
ham County  poor  house,  which  }iosition  he  held 
for  tliree  j-eai's. 

For  reasons  not  known  to  the  writer  Mr.  Cook 
resigned  his  position  as  .Sui)eriu  ten  dent  and  mana- 
ger of  the  poor  house  and  returned  to  Lansing, 
where  he  purehased  a  store  known  as  the  I^ist  Side 
Grocery,  the  former  owner  being  Dr.  Hitclicock. 
Owingi  however,  to  the  sjclrnp-ss  of  his  wife  lie  was 
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obliged  to  sell  out.  and  after  a  time  went  into  the 
concrete  sidewalk  business  operating  tl)is  for  a  per- 
iod of  two  yeai-s.  He  tlieii  sold  out  his  business 
to  fl  flrin  who  yet  carry  on  the  work  under  the  firm 
name  of  Hagerman  &  Hopkins.  After  disposing  of 
this  business  our  subjeotfor  a  time  did  not  engage 
in  other  active  work,  devoting  liimself  to  tlie  recn- 
poration  of  his  health.  In  January,  1889,  he  re- 
ceived his  third  appointment  as  Deputy  Shuriff, 
and  still  serves  in  that  capacity. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  follower  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  held  all  the 
offices  in  the  lodge  to  which  he  belongs.  Our  sul)- 
ject's  domestic  life  has  been  very  happy,  made  so 
liy  a  wife  who  has  ever  been  to  him  an  inspiration 
and  a  help.  She  was  in  her  maiden  days,  3Iis« 
Klecta  Morehouse,  of  the  city  of  I^ansing.  They 
were  married  December  25,  1873.  The  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Har^-ey  Morehouse,  who  was  one  of 
tlie  oldest  settlers  in  this  cily,  having  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  lived  here  nearly  forty  j'ears.  His 
widow  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  at  lou- 
sing. Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one  daughter, 
Halla  Edith,  a  charming  miss  of  fifteen  _\eai-s  of 
age. 


JEREMIAH  -1.  BROWN  was  born  in  Lexing- 
ton, Richland  County,  Ohio,  August  9, 
1839.  His  father,  Abner  Brown,  was  born, 
in  November,  1818,  in  Marti nsburg,  Knox 
County,  Ohio.  Jio  was  a  genei-al  mechanic  and 
was  a  very  skillful  artisan,  lieing  a  builder  of  en- 
gines and  he  had  the  distinction  of  l>eing  one  of 
the  first  engineeis  to  run  over  the  Baltimore  *  Ohio 
Road,  'i'his  was  in  the  primitive  days  of  railioad 
construction  when  "strap  rails"  were  used. 

The  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  our  sketeh  was 
also  named  Jeremiah,  He  was  born  in  1791,  in 
llie  State  of  New  Jersey  not  far  from  Newark  and 
W.19  a  general  farmer.  His  decease  occurred,  June 
24,  1 867,  at  his  old  homestead  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
He  was  in  prosperous  circumstances,  being  the 
owner  of  a  beautiful  farm  and   was  welL-known 
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throughout  the  State,  He  was  the  father  of  eight 
children.  One  of  the  sons,  Abner  Brown,  and  the 
father  of  our  subject,  mari'ied  Rebecca  Sinkey,  who 
was  a  native  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  whei* 
she  WHS  bora  in  ISl.'*.  Her  decease  took  place, 
June  11,  1885,  in  the  city  of  Ijansing.  [■'rom  this 
marriage  there  w.-is  an  issue  of  five  sons,  as  follows: 
Jeremiah  J.,  Abraham  N.,  James  Foster,  Alexander 
U.  and  Abner  H.  Abraham  is  now  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  departments  in  the  (Government  print- 
ing office  in  Wasliington,  D.  C;  .Tames  resides  in 
J-ansing,  this  State;  Alexander  lives  in  Decatur, 
Ala.     One  son,  Abner,  died  in  his  eighth  year. 

The  original  of  our  skcte'h  lived  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-one  yeai-s  of  age,  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  until  18,");>,  when  his  father  moved  to 
Ijinsing,  and  there  he  enjoyed  the  advantage"* 
offered  in  the  district  school.  He  was  engaged  as 
a  student  until  the  lireakiug  out  of  the  war.  [wiying 
for  liis  tiiiti<)n  and  incidental  expenses,  by  doing 
work  as  a  tutor  in  mathematics.  On  the  firing  of 
the  fii-st  gun  .Mr.  Hrown  was  one  of  the  first  to  go 
to  the  front,  enlisting  in  the  fall  of  1861.  He  was 
in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Hun  and  at  White  Sul]i- 
hur  Springs,  also  at  Slaughtei'  Mountain,  at  Rap|in- 
lianock  Station,  flainesville  Station  and  in  the 
terrible  battle  at  Manassas.  Out  subject  bore  away 
with  him  nine  Iwttle  sears,  having  been  shot 
through  both  knees,  as  well  as  other  wounds.  l''or 
six  months  lie  was  in  hospital  in  Baltimore  and 
Ki-ederick  City.  Md.  His  most  serious  wound  was 
received  in  tl>e  battle  of  South  Mountain,  Md.  in 
1862.  He  was  finally  discharged  on  account  of 
disabilities  i-esulting  from  wounds.  Mai-ch  14,  186S. 

On  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Brown  entered 
the  Michigan  -VgriculturaJ  College,  wJiere  he  em- 
ployed liimself  industriously  for  one  year.  He 
then  clerked  in  a  mercantile  store  in  I^neing  and 
in  various  places  until  1H67,  when  he  opened  a 
genera]  store  at  Wacousta,  remaining  in  business 
there  for  one  year  and  thence  going  to  Tensing 
where  he  remained  for  one  year.  Fi'oni  that  plaw 
he  i-emoved  to  Okemos  and  has  remained  hert* 
ever  since.  He  is  doing  a  successful  liusiness  and 
has  a  line  stock  of  dnigs,  groceries    .and    Imzaar 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married,  in  1863, 
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to  Miss  Sai'ali  A.  MeOeorjie,  a  daufjiiter  ol'  William 
JfcGeorge.  Tliis  nmiablo  couple  ai-e  i-)nldle«i, 
liut  had  an  adopted  daiigliter  who  bore  tlie 
name  of  Lilly  A.  IJi-own.  She  was  a  most  exem- 
plary j'Oung  lady  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
Mrs.  Brown  is  a  meiiiboi-  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Chiii-ch  at  Okemos.  Socially  our  subject  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  Ijinsing  Lod^,  Xo.  33.  which 
he  joined  in  1867. 

Mr,  Brown's  ancestoi's  on  his  father's  i-ide  came 
from  Scotland.  On  the  motlier's  sidti,  tJiey  came 
from  Cork,  Ii-eland.  Politically  he  of  wliom  we 
wiite  is  a  stjincii  Uenioeiat,  although  broiiglit  up 
by  Kepublican  parents.  He  has  been  quite  promin- 
ently identified  with  the  politic."  of  Mei-idian  Town- 
jihip,  Ingham  County  and  was  the  Clerk  for  three 
yeai-s.  In  1H74  lie  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
holding  the  office  until  1882.  lie  was  again  elected 
in  1884  and  served  for  four  yeai-s.  Mr.  Brown  is 
an  intelligent,  wide-awate  man,  who  is  most  genial 
in  his  manner  and  popular  and  prosperous  in  his 
business  relations.  He  owns  one  of  the  prettiest 
homes  in  the  present  village  of  Okemos. 


@^©^_ 


^^  I>AM  FOERSTEIi,  proprietor  of  Koei-ster's 
^O     Brewery,  which  is  situated  at  the  foot  of 
//(  IS    Madison  Sti-eet,  l^ansiiig,  Ingham  County, 
1^0  on   the  banks  of  the  (rrand    River,    was 

horn  in  Canada,  at  Heidlebei^,  Waterloo  County, 
February  22,  1848.  His  father,  Louis  Foei-ster,  was 
a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  his  natal  year  being 
18(13.  He  had  two  hrothei-s  in  the  Napoleonic  wai-s 
who  were  killed  and  left  on  the  fteld  at  Moscow, 
lie  was  a  lock  and  gunsmith  in  <iei-many,  and 
came  to  the  New  World  in  1835,  after  his  mar- 
riage, and  located  at  Heidi  el  M?rg,  Canada.  He 
took  a  farm  in  the  woods  and  settled  ui>on  it  five 
mil&s  from  any  neighbor,  and  beginning  life  here 
in  a  L>ark  shanty,  worked  his  way  up  to  a  comfort- 
able eomijctency.  He  still  resides  upon  this  old 
homestead.  He  is  conservative  in  his  views  and  is 
a  member  of  the    Lutheran    ('liuich.     The  mother 


of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Zieg- 
ler,  and  she  was  born  in  Baden,  Gei-many,  and 
died  in  185y,  leavingtcn  children. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  our 
subject  lived  upon  the  farm  with  his  parents  and 
attended  the  common  district  school.  He  was 
then  apprenticed  for  two  years  to  the  brewer's  bus- 
iness at  Preston,  and  in  1866,  went  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  was  for  four  years  in  the  employ  of  a 
brewery  there,  ns  salesman.  In  1870,  he  came  to 
Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  Louis  G.,  he  purchased  a  brewery  and  op- 
erated it  until  1876,  when  he  went  to  Ligonier, 
Ind.,  and  there  rented  a  brewery  which  he  carried 
on  until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Lansing. 

Mr.  Foerster  now  purchased  the  brewery  which 
he  is  still  operating,  and  pi-oceeded  to  enlarge  and 
improve  it,  till  it  now  has  a  capacity  of  thirty-five 
liarrels  a  day.  He  has  also  erected  a  new  brewery, 
one  portion  of  which  measured  25x75  feet,  and 
the  other  jjart  24x60  feet,  and  aside  from  this  he 
haji  also  put  up  an  ice  house  and  storage  house. 
It  is  the  only  brewery  in  Lansing.  This  gentleman 
owns  a  fann  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
DeWitt  Township,  Clinton  County,  which  is  a 
finely  improved  condition  and  is  under  Mr.  Foers- 
t«r's  direct  superintendence.  He  raises  upon  this 
farm  an  excellent  grade  of  stock  and  horses  «i 
good  breeds.  Our  subject  was  married  in  ('inciii- 
nati,  Ohio,  in  1868,  being  then  united  with  Miss 
{■atlierine  Sjtaeth,  a  native  of  Hamilton,  Butler 
tiounty,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Spaeth. 
who  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  became 
an  early  settler  in  Ohio,  where  he  carries  on  his 
ti-ade  as  a  tailor  in  Hamilton.  This  man  was  so 
loyal  to  his  adopted  country  that  he  enlisted  at 
the  first  tap  of  the  drum  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first  volun- 
teei-s  to  join  the  ranks.  He  served  for  three 
montlis  and  then  re-enlisted  and  was  in  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  died  some  years 
ago. 

The  five  cliiklrcn  of  our  subject  arc  Charles  L., 
George  E.,  Ida  C.  K.,  Albert  V.  A.,  Lucia  II.  M. 
In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mr. 
Foei-ster  belongs  to  the  Capital  Lodge  No.  45,  and 
the  Encampment   No.   33.    He   is  also  connected 
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with  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  the  Red  Cross,  and  lias  been 
the  President  for  several  years  of  the  Arbeiter  So- 
ciety. He  aiao  belongs  to  tlie  German  Lciderlcranz. 
In  his  church  relations  he  is  a  Lutheran,  and  in 
fM)litics  is  a  Democrat,  being  frequently  a  delegate 
to  the  county  conventions.  He  is  also  connected 
with  t^e  Michigan  Stat*  Brewer's  ^Association . 


-^-^-^mmmmm^^-*-^ 


yjILLIAM  S.  HOLMES:;  Af  HON'.  The  high 
grade  of  the  educational  institutions  of 
,  ,  Michigan  has  forwarded  certain  industries, 
notably  those  of  the  manufacture  and  inti-oduetion 
of  musical  instruments,  which  may  now  be  found 
in  every  hamlet  in  tJie  Htatc.  The  best  class  of 
sucli  instruments  are  demanded  by  the  people  of 
wealth  and  cultui-e  who  now  form  so  large  a  por- 
tion of  tlie  population  of  this  State  and  among  the 
most  enterprising  firms  which  meet  this  demand  is 
the  one  which  we  have  named  at  the  liead  of  this 
paragraph.  These  gentlemen  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finest  wholesale  and  retail  music  house 
in  Lansing,  and  the  father  wlio  has  long  been  one 
of  the  men  of  wealth  in  this  city  commands  the 
respect  of  all  for  his  patriotic  servic'es  to  his  coun- 
try as  well  as  for  the  well-known  integrity  and 
ability  of  the  firm.  Besides  handling  musical  in- 
struments of  all  kinds  this  firm  supplies  sheet 
music,  song  books  and  sewing  machines. 

W.  S.  Holmes  the  senior  member  of  this  firm, 
was  bom  in  Unadilla,  Livingston  County,  Micii., 
in  February,  1840.  His  father,  David  Holmes,  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  thei-e  grew  up  a 
farmer.  At  tlie  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to 
America  and  located  upon  Long  Island,  whence  he 
removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  finding  work  in  a 
carpet  factory  and  in  that  city  he  found  his  wife. 
It  was  in  1837  when  lie  came  to  Michigan,  where 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land 
on  section  28,  in  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston 
County.  He  improved  this  property  and  remained 
upon  it  until  1866,  when  he  removed  to  DeWitt 
and  after  one  year  there  went  to  Greenbush  Town- 


ship, Clinton  County.  There  he  bought  a  farm  of 
sixty  acres  and  made  it  his  home  until  his  denth  in 
1884,  when  he  had  attained  to  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-four  years.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  Democrat  until  1854,  wlien  he  became  a  Republi- 
can, being  one  of  the  first  in  his  neighborhood  to 
j(tin  that  new  party.  For  fift_i'  yeai's  he  was  hon- 
iired  and  beloved  m  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Chureli. 
His  wife,  Lucretia  McConnell,  wasa  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  died  iu  Livingston  County  in  184.1. 

Of  the  five  children  of  this  family  four  grew  to 
maturity,  the  senior  memlier  of  this  firm  being  tlie 
\oungest  child.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
began  his  education  in  a  log  schoolliouse,  remain- 
ing at  home  and  working  on  the  faiin  until  Angust 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  at 
Jackson,  He  was  present  at  the  confiicts  of  the 
Wilderness,  Nye  Run  and  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  aud  on  May  12,  1864,  he  was  wounded 
while  making  a  bayonet  ehai'ge,  a  minie  ball 
passing  througii  his  body  from  left  to  right.  He 
was  kept  prisoner  on  the  battle-field  by  the  rebels 
three  days  and  was  then  retaken  by  the  Second 
Division,  Second  Army  Corps,  Tlie  Judicial  Square 
Hospital  at  Washington  was  the  place  where  he  was 
sent  on  the  18th  of  May  and  six  months  later  he 
was  sent  to  Little  York,  Pa.,  and  then  to  St,  Mary's 
Hospital,  Detroit.  He  continued  there  until  May 
18,  1865,  when  he  was  mustei'ed  out  as  Sergeant. 
While  at  Detroit  convalescing  he  was  permitted  to 
attend  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College,  from 
which  he  gi-aduated  in  the  spring  of  1865.  The 
wound  continued  to  trouble  him  for  a  long  while 
after  leaving  the  hospitah  He  engaged  for  one 
year  with  the  State  Insurance  Comp'vny  and  after- 
ward was  for  three  years  with  the  New  York  Life 
Insui-ance  Company,  traveling  through  Central 
Michigan. 

The  music  business  first  engaged  the  attention 
of  Mr,  Holmes  in  1870  and  iu  September  of  that 
year  he  put  in  a  stock  of  goods  in  a  7x9  room,  back 
of  Longyeai-'s  Bank  and  later  he  moved  into  the 
Opera  House  Block  at  its  completion.  During  the 
time  that  he  was  in  the  insurance  business  he  had 
bought  the  old  home,  a  property  which  comprises 
two  hundred  acres,  which  he  still  owns  and  has  a 
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tenant  upon.  In  Fulirunrv,  1878,  this  gentleman 
was  taki'n  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  was  so  pros- 
trated as  to  be  unable  to  attend  to  business  for  fix 
moiitliti.  His  brotlier  took  him  to  his  farm  and 
took  care  of  liini.  He  sold  his  muaie  stOie  and 
removed  ba«k  onto  tlie  farm  for  awhile.  In  1880 
he  represented  the  Ft.  Wayne  Company  and  woiked 
in  their  employ  for  a  year  at  a  salary  of  tl,5(H). 
After  this  he  lociit«d  in  Lansing  once  moi-e  estah- 
Itshing  himself  in  the  Opera  House  Block  whence 
he  removed  to  liLs  pi-esent  location  in  the  Snyder 
Block. 

The  (irm  carries  fiom  twenty-live  to  Hfty  pianos 
(if  the  iMst  makes,  sncli  i\»  the  Steinway,  Henry  F. 
Miller,  Hallett  &  Davis.  Ivti'i  &  Pond,  Emeison, 
Shoninger,  also  the  Kstey  and  Packard  organs  and 
all  kinds  of  musical  publications.  The  scwinja: 
machines  which  he  handles  most  pi-ominenth-  ai'c 
the  Standai-d  and  the  Helpmate.  They  keep  from 
leu  to  fifteen  men  on  the  road  in  their  employ. 
Upon  the  Ist  of  January,  1889  the  Ann  was  chaufjed 
to  the  style  which  appears  above.  After  one  year 
Mr.  C.  I-I.  Howe  came  into  the  linn  and  since  .laii- 
iiary  1,  1890  he  has  been  a  partner. 

Mr.  Holmes  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  | 
of  improved  land  in  LTnadiUa  Township,  which  he  ! 
rents  out  on  shares  and  has  eighty  acres  in  l>elta 
Township,  Eaton  County,  upon  which  he  also  has 
a  tenant,  and  in  Clinton  County  he  has  eighty 
acres  in  Watertown  Township  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  Reily  Township.  He  has  been  singu- 
larly favored  throughout  life  in  all  his_  transac- 
tions. 

The  marriage  in  llnadilla  Township  of  W.  S. 
Holmes  and  Miss  Adelia  E.  Howe  took  place  in 
1868.  This  lady  was  !K)rn  in  Illinois  but  had  her 
education  in  C'oldwater,  Mich.  Two  children  have 
blessed  their  home,  the  eldest  Robert  S.  waa  born  in 
Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
February  8,  1870,  and  has  spent  most  of  his  life  al 
Lansing.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the 
High  School,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  agp 
of  eighteen  with  the  honoi's  of  his  class  which 
numbered  twenty-one,  and  to  him  was  awarded  the 
salutatory. 

The  young  man  then  entered  the  Detroit  Busi- 
ness College  and  finished  the  course  .Tannary  1, 


18811  and  u|ion  the  same  day  formed  a  partnership 
with  his  father  under  the  (li-m  name  of  W.  S. 
Holmes  &  .Son.  He  has  traveled  some  on  the  road 
in  Southern,  Central  and  Eastern  Michigan,  making 
his  fii'st  trip  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  when 
he  made  the  best  record  of  any  man  in  their  em- 
ploy. He  lias  I'liai^e  of  the  musical  and  sewing 
machine  department  of  the  business.  In  the  real- 
estate  business  the  father  and  son  are  in  partner- 
ship, inider  the  style  of  W.  fS.  Holmes  &  Son,  but 
the  music  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the 
name  of  W.S.Holmes  &  Co.  The  young  man  is 
chorister  in  the  Baptist  Church  and  a  member.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Manard  Male  Quartette  of  Ijin- 
sing,  singing  liasso,  and  is  esteemed  a  fine  vocalist. 
The  daughter,  Jeuuie  L.,  is  still  at  home  with  her 
[>arents.  The  father  is  a  Trustee  in  the  Kiptist 
Chureh  aud  was  prominent  in  organizing  theSoutb 
Street  Jlission  Sunday-school,  of  whicii  he  is  the 
Sujterin  ten  dent.  Since  188C  his  political  efforts 
have  been  in  the  direction  of  the  I'lohibition  party, 
as  he  feels  that  otlier  questions  of  pnhlic  policj' 
should  lie  sultordinated  to  the  tremendous  task  of 
overthrowing  the  liquor  power. 


iff  ACOB  CONliAD.  This  flue  old  gentleman, 
I  who  has  been  a  successful  farmer,  is  one  of 
^i\\  the  popular  men  in  Genoa  Township,  Liv- 
■f^ff  ingston  County.  He  was  born  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Byron,  Germany,  July  16,  1822.  His  fa- 
ther, Charles,  and  his  grandfather,  Jacob,  Sr.,  were 
both  natives  of  Germany,  and  the  latter  was  a 
shoemaker  who  spent  all  his  days  in  the  old  coun- 
try. The  father  came  to  this  country  about  Chris- 
mas  time,  1832,  and  spent  some  thi'ee  years  in  New 
York  at  Albany,  and  Montgomery.  He  was  him- 
self a  poor  man  but  brought  with  him  from  the  old 
country  #400  which  belonged  to  his  sister.  He 
placed  it  in  a  bank  at  Albany,  N.Y.,  and  came  near 
being  defrauded  out  of  it  through  forgery. 

The  journey  Westward  was  made  by  boat  from 
New  York  to  Michigan  and  then  Charles  Conrad 
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came  on  foot  from  Detroit  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  Government  land 
on  section  23,  when  there  were  only  two  or  throe 
families  within  many  miles.  The  Indian  trail 
passed  his  house  and  the  red  man  was  his  frequent 
caller.  The  family  was  often  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  Indians,  but  no  molestation  occurred. 
The  father  built  a  log  house  and  cleared  up  his 
farm,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church 
and  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  his  good  wife,  whose 
name  was  Catherine  Norrice,  was  among  the  first 
members  of  the  church  here.  She  died  when  about 
sixty  years  old,  having  reared  four  sf)ns  and  two 
daughters. 

Our  subject  crossed  the  ocean  when  he  was  ten 
years  old  and  well  remembers  the  journey.  His 
education  was  carried  on  both  in  Germany  and  in 
this  country,  but  it  was  cut  short  by  the  necessities 
of  the  family  as  the  boys  had  to  leave  school  to 
earn  the  money  necessary  for  their  comfort.  For 
ten  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Benjamin  Wood- 
ruff and  began  with  the  monthly  sti[)end  of  |4, 
He  began  for  himself  at  the  age  of  tlilrtyyears.  In 
1852  Jacob  Conrad  went  to  California  by  water 
and  was  there  for  three  yeare,  and  in  the  San  Jose 
\alley  received  *3  per  day  foi  sowing  wheat  and 
aiso  worked  at  one  time  in  tht  Red  A\oodh  He 
was  economical  and  frugal  and  lecumulate  1  ■■omi 
money  which  gave  him  his  flr«t  hnantial  stait  , 

After  his  return  to  Michigan  m  1856  Jacob  C  on 
i-ad  was  united  in  maiTiage  with  I'lizal>eth  Don 
who  was  liorn  at  Albany,  Is  1  and  i-.  now  tht 
mother  of  two  sons  and  three  da  ugh  tei> — louis 
Henry, Caroline, Mariaand  Gustie  The  faim  ujjon 
which  our  subject  now  resides  he  ol  tamed  1"^  pui 
chasing  the  tax  title;  he  now  has  foui  hnndied 
acres  upon  which  he  is  carrying  on  mixed  farming 
making  wheat  his  princiijal  ciop  ^nd  p^\ing  con 
siderable  attention  to  stock. 

The  German  Luthei-an  Cliuich  ii  tht,  lelufioiis 
body  with  which  Mr.  and  Mr'*  Coniad  aie  con 
nected,  and  they  were  generous  helpei's  in  the 
project  of  erecting  a  house  of  woislup  donatini, 
*1 10  to  this  sacred  purpose,  Hi\  mg  been  a  W  lug 
Mr.  Conrad  naturally  became  a  Repubbiaii  and  i*  , 
now  considered  one  of  the  most  radical  of  that 


party.  He  ha**  been  ver^  successful  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings and  asciibes  his  prosperity  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  ever  determined  to  stick  to  what  he 
undertakes  until  he  makes  it  a 


-^#@ ^-^-r- 


^.^f  NDREW  MOTER,  a  prominent  pioneer  of 
'MO,    section    30,     Locke    Township,     Ingliam 
jll  is    County,  was  born,  July  18,  1845,  in  Ont- 
^?  ario,  Canada,    His  father,  Anthony  Moyer, 

was  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  mother,  Eliza- 
beth (Price)  Moyer,  was  born  in  the  beautiful  Mo- 
hawk Valley  in  New  York.  Our  subject  came  with 
his  parents  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  when  he  was 
a  lad  of  thirteen  years  and  here  the  family  located 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Moyer.  In  this 
home  in  the  unbroken  forest  his  parents  trained 
for  future  usefulness  four  children,  two  only  of 
whom  are  now  surviving,  his  sister  being  Lucy 
now  Mrs.  Maybeixy,  living  in  Canada.  There  is 
also  a  half  sister  now  Mrs.  Mary  A,  Stoton. 

In  the  woods  of  Ingham  County,  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood  taking  such  education  as  he 
could  obtain  in  the  district  schools.  After  he  was 
eleven  leai-s  old  he  found  it  necessary  to  devote 
himoclf  to  tht  laboi-^  of  tiie  farm  and  consequently^' 
hid  no  fuithei  Hihooling  His  first  marriage 
which  ottuned  m  1878  hiLUght  to  his  home  a 
1  iide  m  the  person  c  f  Stella  Harber,  who  bore  hiin 
two  chddren  (me  (f  whom  has  jiassed  to  the  other 
wot  Id  and  the  daughtei  I  izzie  is  still  living. 
Vftei  the  death  of  Mrs  Stella  Moyer,  Mr,  Moj'er 
was  mariied  in  Septembti  1886,  to  his  present 
wife  whose  maiden  name  was  Dora  Klunzinger. 
Mi^  Mo>ei  IS  a  native  cf  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich  and  a  daughtui  of  Lewis  and  Lena  Klunz- 
inger of  Inghim  County  Pwo  daughters  have 
blessed  this  hipp>  union  Beitha  L.  and  Jessie  A. 
One  hundred  and  hftj  five  aci-es  of  gix>d  land 
form  the  home  f  11  m  whicii  tins  successful  farmer 
his  m  an  excellent  state  tt  cultivation,  Ilis  polit- 
icil  ^  lews  alh  bim  with  the  Republican  party,  but 
his  fithei  WIS  t  Demxrit  in  his  convictions,  and 
was  an  earnest  and  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 
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The  homestead  of  Mr.  Moyer  is  universally  eon- 
reded  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  commuoity 
and  we  are  pleased  to  invite  the  reader's  attention 
to  a  view  of  the  place  presented  on  another'  page 
of  this  volume. 


^f  AMK8  H.  WILSON.  This  representative 
I  citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingliam  Coiint,V) 
^^|l  is  a  Wolverine  by  birth,  his  nativity  hav- 
^^^fJ  ing  been  in  Kalamazoo  County  on  the  ninth 
day  of  Mai-ch,  1841.  He  is  a  son  of  George  L,  and 
Rhoda  (Hazleton)  Wilson,  his  father  being  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  his  mother  having  been  born  in 
the  Empire  State.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
Scotch  stock  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  English 
lineage.  His  great-gi-and father,  Wilson,  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  pioneei-s  of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  with  them  came  this  son 
then  nineteen  years  old.  They  settled  m  the 
woods  in  LeRoy  Township  and  upon  the  farm  and 
in  the  district  schools  James  IL  Wilson  completed 
his  traming  for  life.  He  enlisted  January  1,  1862 
in  Company  D,  Foui-teenth  Michigan  Infantiy, 
which  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Young  Wilson  served  under  Gen.  Po|>e  and  par- 
ticipated in  the  campaigns  of  Farmington  and 
Corinth  and  the  siege  of  Nashville.  His  brigade 
was  then  transferred  to  Sherman's  command  and 
he  became  one  of  the  bi-ave  marchers  to  the  sea. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  siege 
of  Savannah  and  the  battle  of  Eentonville.  The 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Kenesaw  Mountain 
and  Stone  River  and  some  thirty  odd  engagements 
were  embraced  in  his  experiences,  besides  various 
skirmishes.  He  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Joe 
Johnston  and  finally  participated  in  the  Grand  Re- 
view at  Washington  and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  July  18,  1865.  He  received  four  gun- 
shot wounds  and  has  a  one  ounce  ball  still  located 
in  his  left  shoulder,  which  he  received  at  the  siege 
of  Atlanta.    As  a  partial  compensation  for  services 


rendered  the  Government  he  is  granted  a  pension 
of  ¥14  per  month. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  devoted  adherent  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  is  now  ofHciating  as  the 
officer  of  the  day,  and  has  served  as  Assistant  In- 
spector General  for  the  Michigan  Posts.  llis  mar- 
riage with  Delina  Brown  took  place  in  July,  1865. 
This  lady  is  a  native  of  Michigan  and  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Julia  Brown.  Her  father  lias 
passed  from  earth  and  her  mother  now  resides  in 
the  State  of  Washington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  daughters, 
Estella,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Stone,  and  Nellie, 
who  is  at  home. 

It  was  in  1868  that  Mr.  Wilson  established  him- 
self upon  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
served  as  School  Assessor  for  nine  successive  yeai-s- 
and  is  still  the  incumbent  of  that  otHce,  His 
politicia!  views  bring  him  into  affiliation  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  his  breadth  of  view  makes- 
him  an  earnest  helper  in  every  efloi*t  to  improve 
the  statutes  of  the  county,  no  matter  by  what  party 
the  movement  is  pushed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Wiiliamstown  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  In  his 
military  service  he  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
regularly  promoted  through  the  gmdes  of  Cor- 
poral and  Sergeant,  and  in  the  course  of  two  years 
to  that  of  Lieutenant  His  record  both  military 
and  civil  is  an  honorable  one  and  we  are  gratified 
to  present  his  biography  in  this  Aijjl-ji,  and  also  a 
view  of  his  fine  estate,  which  is  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved in  the  community. 


^.  ANIEL  C.  HURD.  Education  may  do 
I  Jj)  much  for  a  man,  but  it  is  an  old  saying 
^J^  that  wit  and  gumption  are  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  making  a  man.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  not  lacking  in  these  qualities, 
and  by  virtue  of  these  he  has  made  his  way  in  the 
world  and  attained  to  his  present  prominent  and 
enviable  position.     He  is  truly  the  architect  of  his 
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own  fortunes,  and  ie  a  self-made  man  both  in  edu- 
(tation  and  in  financial  standing'.  Beginning  at  tlie 
(out  of  tlie  ladder  lie  is  now  the  most  prominent, 
jKipuiar  and  entcr)>nsiDg  man  in  Noith  Lnneing. 
He  is  thg  propi'ielor  of  tliree  mei-eautile  houses  and 
nelln  dry-goods,  boots,  shoes  and  ch>thing.  He  is 
nhso  the  \'iee-President  and  Director  of  the  North 
Lansing  Milling:  Company. 

'["he  original  of  tliis  sketch  was  horn  in  Clinton 
County,  DeWitt  Township,  -January  '22,  1S47.  His 
father  was  Daniel  Huid  and  is  a  native  of  Rut- 
land, Vt.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  also  a  Aei- 
mont  man  and  of  some  pi-onunence  in  liis  imtive 
plaee.  Our  subject's  fathei'  was  by  catling  a  farmer. 
He  located  at  an  eaily  day  in  New  York  State,  in 
Castile.  Wyoming  t'ounty,  and  about  1845-46,  lie 
came  to  Mieiiigau  and  settled  in  DeWitl,  purclia.s- 
Ing  ft  new  farm.  He  at  once  bent  his  energies 
toward  improving  this  ti-aet  and  became  a  success- 
ful fHrmer.  He  was  a  man  of  native  ability,  in- 
telligence and  excellent  judgnientand  held  various 
positions  in  the  township  where  he  lived.  He  was 
.fusticeof  tlu'FeaceandSupervisor  and  was  greatly 
i-espected  by  his  Republican  constituents,  being  one 
of  the  most  ardent  supporters  of  that  party  in  his 
locality.  His  decease  occurred  in  1876.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  before  her  mairiage  Miss  Eliza 
Cone.  She  was  a  native  of  Rutland  County,  Vt. 
Her  decease  took  place  in  I>eWitt,  September  3(l. 
1890.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  six 
of  whom  lived  to  be  grown. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  child  in  oilier  of 
birth.  He  was  reared  in  I>eWitt  t'ounty,  tliis  State, 
and  received  what  education  he  enjoys  at  the  dis- 
trict school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  Tlie  first 
school  that  lie  attended  was  built  of  logs  and  was 
as  crude  as  an  institution  of  learning  could  well 
be.  He  received  his  education  in  three  different 
schoolhouses,  with  not  a  great  degree  of  difference 
l)etween  them  as  far  as  external  features  and  edu- 
cational advantages  were  t^iucci-ned.  but  as  a  l)oy 
he  had  as  much  fun  as  anyone  of  the  present  day 
could  desire.  Deer  were  plentiful  and  it  was  his 
especial  delight  to  nin  the  fleet-limbed  creatures 
down.  'Hie  Chippewa  tribe  of  Indians  were  still  in 
that  locnlity  and  he  had  an  acquaintance  with 
many  of  the  young  braves  of    the  trite  and  from 


them  he  learned  not  a  few  of  the  secrets  of  wood- 
craft. 

In  1863  Mr,  Hurd  came  to  Lansing  and  began 
attending  the  city  school  and  two  years  later  began 
clerking  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Robson  in  North 
Lansing.  For  seven  and  a  half  years  lie  remained 
with  this  house  asclerh.  He  then  attended  High 
Si'liool  at  North  lousing  for  two  years,  gaining 
much  tluLt  was  of  value  to  him.  In  1873  he  l)egaii 
business  for  himself.  He  had  no  resourees,  what- 
ever, but  his  credit  was  good  and  lie  was  sanguine 
of  success.  He  bought  a  stock  of  notions  and  from 
this  small  beginning  his  present  large  and  paying 
business  has  developed.  .  He  is  by  far  the  lai^;est 
merchant  in  the  city  and  also  one  of  the  oldest. 
He  oc-cupies  three  stores  which  are  well  filled  on 
their  five  floors  with  the  choicest  and  hest-scleclcd 
st<X!k  of  goods. 

Ml'.  Huid  is  one  of  the  organizei-s  of  the  Xorth 
Lansing  Milting  Company,  which  now  has  two 
mills  in  o|>ei-atiou.  They  are  constantly  running 
and  And  it  difttcult  to  supply  the  demand  for  their 
products.  Our  subject  owns  two  farms  in  DeWitt 
and  some  valuable  real  estat*  in  this  city.  HL" 
success  in  business  has  been  attained  by  the  closest 
application  to  his  affairs. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  niairied  in  the 
city  of  Lansing  in  1873,  his  hdde  being  Miss 
Augusta  L.  ]ngei«oll.  (She  was  lx»rn  in  VVatertown, 
Clinton  C'ounty,  this  State,  and  diedSeptenilter  28, 
1881.  This  mairiage  was  blest  by  the  advent  of 
one  child,  a  daughter,  wlio  is  named  Bessie  B. 
Our  subject  was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage, 
his  wedding  being  solemnized  April  Si.  1883.  This 
choice  was  Miss  Clara  Boosinger,  She  was  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  died  in  this  city  Mareh  24, 1891.  She 
also  left  one  child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Clarn.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  twen  accoided 
several  municipal  ofHces.  He  has  beei)  Alderinflu 
of  the  Fourth  Ward  one  term,  Iwginniug  in  I8K(I 
and  also  Supervisor  for  one  year. 

.Socially  our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  also  allied 
himself  to  several  societies,  lie  is  n  Fi-ee  and  Ac- 
cepted Mason,  having  attained  to  the  tioyal  Ai-ch 
degree,  also  aKnight  of  Pythias  and  had  held  ofiicial 
lK>sitions  in  most  of  these.     He  is  an    adherent  of 
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the  Republican  party  and  has  been  a  frequent  dele- 
gate to  both  county  and  State  conventions.  As  a 
business  man  his  constant  and  unwavering  energy 
is  without  parallel  in  this  city.  His  motto  has  ever 
been  '*the  best  is  always  the  cheapest,"  and  his 
stock  of  goods,  which  is  so  carefully  selected,  is 
suited  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons  and  at  the  same 
time  encourages  them  to  invest  in  the  best  class  and 
quality. 


y'lLLIAM  MERCER.  Some  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  honored  families  of  Living- 
„  ^  ston  County,  had  their  parentage  or  im- 
mediate ancestry  among  the  sturdy  middle  classes 
of  the  British  people,  and  inherit  traits  of  char- 
acter which  have  been  of  gi-eat  value,  not  only  to 
themselves  and  families,  but  also  to  the  coTimu- 
nity  among  whom  the'^  have  made  their  homes 
There  has  never  come  to  this  land  of  ours  fi-om 
foreign  climes  a  more  reliable  and  solid  class 
of  emigrants  than  was  sent  to  us  by  our  mother 
country — England — for  they  have  hroujrht  those 
noble  Anglo  Saxon  traits  which  have  helped  to 
build  up  and  develop  the  country  of  which  we  aie 
^o  justly  proud. 

Our  subject,  who  has  a  beautiful  farm  on  sec- 
tion 16,  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston  County, 
has  also  an  elevator  and  handles  grain  and  beans, 
being  one  of  the  "solid  men"  of  Hamburg  Town- 
ship. His  father,  Maj,  George  Mei-cer,  was  also  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  and  had  his  birth  in  Devon- 
shire, England,  in  1795.  He  was  a  son  of  William 
Mei-cer,  Sr.,  a  cloth  mei-chant,  who  had  wealth  and 
gave  to  each  of  his  four  sons  and  one  daughter  a 
liberal  education.  George  was  a  college-hred  man 
and  after  completing  his  schooling  remained  with 
his  father  until  1820,  when  he  came  to  America 
and  made  his  home  in  New  York  City,  embarking 
in  the  business  of  an  importer  and  jobber  in  cloth, 
but,  unfortunately,  he  was  not  successful  in  this 
endeavor  and  in  1833  he  decided  to  go  upon  a 
farm  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Ham- 
burg Township.  Livingston  County,  in    1836  and 


purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
9,  lived  there  about  five  years.  He  then  sold  out 
and  purchased -one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  op 
section  16,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1873. 

Pioneer  life  did  not  set  easily  upon  this  city- 
bred  man,  but  he  struggled  bravely  against  his  dif- 
ficulties and  encountered  hardships  with  a  noble 
spirit.  Not  being  successful  in  farming  he  took  a 
position  as  book-keeper  in  the  drug  and  dry-goods 
house  of  W.  S.  Maynard,  of  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
remained  for  fifteen  years,  although  lie  retained 
his  property  in  Hamburg  Township  and  increased 
it  to  four  hundred  aci-es.  He  was  married  October 
26,  1831,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Williamson,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Williamson 
was  a  merchant  who  came  to  Brooklyn  in  1825, 
and  remained  there  only  two  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  May,  1827. 

Maj,  Mercer  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  a  man  whose  true  Christian  character 
and  integrity  were  iiniversally  esteemed.  Both 
he  and  his  excellent  wife  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Chuieh.  His  political  views  led  him  to 
embrace  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
he  filled  the  responsible  offices  of  Justice,  Clerk  and 
SuiJervisor,  and  many  other  positions  of  trust  were 
occupied  by  him  with  credit.  He  died  in  1863, 
and  his  widow  followed  him  to  the  other  world  in 
1888,  and  all  that  remains  of  them  in  this  world 
lies  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Hamburg. 
They  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  The  eldest  son  is  in  Oregon  and  the 
others  in  this  county. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  bom  in  New  York  in 
1834,  and  therefore  was  a  little  child  of  two  years 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He 
attended  a  common  school  and  remained  with  his 
parente  until  1862,  at  which  time  the  farm  was  di- 
vided among  the  children  and  his  share  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  16.  He  went 
there  to  live  and  in  1867,  purchased  an  additional 
tract  of  eighty  acres  on  the  same  section.  His 
happy  man'iage  which  took  place  in  1862,  brought 
him  as  a  wife  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  Van  Home,  who  were  from  New  Jersey,  and 
were  the  parents  of  two   sons   and  two  daughters, 
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all  of  whom  are  living  in  HftDiburgli  Township. 
Mi-s.  Jfercer,  was  born  in  1838,  and  is  now  tlit^ 
mother  of  seven  children. 

George  E.  Mei-cer,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subjecl, 
was  graduated  at  the  Xormal  Suliool  at  \'alpai-aiso, 
!nd.,  in  1884,  and  now  makes  hie  home  in  Howell, 
Livingston  County.  Edwin,  tlie  next  son,  re- 
ceived liis  early  education  in  Howell,  and  was  for 
two  years  a  Student  of  the  I'nivei-sity  at  Ann  Ar- 
boi'  and  is  now  in  business  at  South  Bend,  Ind.; 
('harles,  who  attended  the  University  of  Michigan 
and  was  gi-aduated  from  the  South  Bend  Conimor- 
fial  College,  is  railroad  agent  at  Pettysville,  for 
the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  A  Northern  Michigan 
Railroad.  William  W.,  who  is  still  at  home  and 
has  been  thoroughly  grounding  himself  in  his  ele- 
mentary education,  is  soon  to  take  a  course  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  the  three  remaining  children  are  Klla, 
Kugeue  and  Frank.  The  political  views  of  our 
subject  have  led  him  to  iifHliate  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  he  is  a  man  who  prefere  the  quiet  i 
avocations  of  home  and  business  life  to  the  excite-  ! 
ment  and  uncertainties  of  the  political  arena. 


,^\  EOiitiE  E.  VVALKEK.  This  gentleman  and 
il!  ^™,  his  good  wife,  who  are  highly  respected 
%s^  memhei-s  of  society, have  many  warm  friends 
in  Locke  Township,  Ingliam  County,  and  Mr. 
Walker's  i-eputation  for  probity  and  honor  is  nn- 
doubted  by  all  who  know  him.  It  is  therefore  with 
sincere  pleasui-e  that  the  biographer  presents  to  the 
readers  of  the  Albijm  a  sketch  of  this  resident  of 
section  20,  who  was  born  May  14.  1824,  in  Berk- 
shire County,  Maas. 

The  paternal  grandfathei'  of  our  subject  fought 
for  his  country  in  the  War  of  1812;  he  had  a  sou 
(leorge  who  married  Rebecca  Bliss,  of  Massachii- 
settB,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  our  subject 
In  1835  <ieoige  E.  Walker  emigrated  with  his  fa- 
ther and  mother  to  tlie  Territory  of  Michigan  and 
they  made  their  first  home  in  the  woods  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  where  the  father  bought  land  from 
the  Government.     In  1876  the  father  "passed  from 


earth  and  the  mother  died  three  ^-ears  later.  They 
were  bom,  the  father  in  1798  and  the  mother  in 
1802.  The  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  are 
Francis  1>.  and  Ethel  M.  Their  pateilial  ancestry 
is  English,  and  on  the  mother's  side  they  are  also 
descended  from  British  stswk.  The  coming  of  the 
Walker  family  to  this  country  was  by  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  widowed  mtrther  with  two  sons  who  came 
with  the  Blymouth  Colony  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  he  of  whom  we  write  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  from  these  sons. 

Washtenaw  Comity  was  the  scene  of  the  early 
pioneer  life  of  this  young  man  and  the  early 
schools  of  that  section  provided  his  education,  but 
the  limited  curriculum  of  those  schools  has  l>een 
largely  supplemented  by  a  thorough  and  persistent 
eoui-se  of  reading  which  he  has  canied  on  througii 
life.  On  the  8th  of  February,  1855,  he  took  to  wife 
Eliza  Carpenter,  who  was  liorn  October  23,  1827, 
in  Steulien  County,  X.  Y.  Her  pareuts  were  Gar- 
ner and  Elizabeth  (Galloway)  Carpenter,  of  New 
.lei'sciy  and  Connecticut  respectively.  In  1834  Mrs. 
Walker  had  emigrated  with  her  parents  to  Living- 
ston County,  and  in  those  days  wolves  were  all  about 
the  home  and  would  even  look  in  at  the  windows. 
while  Indians  came  often  to  the  door.  Mi-s, Walker 
haw  two  brotiiers  and  a  sister  living — Alexander, 
Eastman  and  Susan  (Mrs.  David  Rol)erts).  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  original  pioneers  of  that 
county  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Genoa 
Township.  T'hc  father  died  in  1847  and  the  mothei- 
survived  him  for  thirty  years,  and  in  their  death 
Livingston  County  lost  a  highly  respected  pioneer 
family.     They  were  botli  of  English  descent. 

T'o  Mr,  and  Mrs,  Walker  have  been  born  seven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living — Dwight. 
Sarah  (Mrs,  Charles  Wightman),  Frank,  Geoi-ge  L,, 
Wealthy,  Alma  (Mi-s.  William  Voorhies).  Mr. 
Walker  was  drafted  into  the  army  September  21, 
1864,  and  Joined  Company  C,  FifteentJi  Michigan 
InfaiiLry,  whtcli  liecame  a  p&vt  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  under  Sherman's  command.  Our  sub- 
ject [Mvrticipated  in  nnmei-ous  skirmishes,  princi- 
pally in  North  Carolina,  and  i-eceived  his  honorable 
discharge  May  29,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Ingham  County  and  has  since  made  it  his  perma- 
nent home. 
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He  of  whom  we  wi-ite  had  settled  upon  the  fann 
which  he  now  occupies  in  the  spring  of  I860  and 
tiere  in  the  unbroken  forest  he  exiTerieiiced  the 
usual  Iini'dships  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  He 
now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  in  the  aecum- 
nlation  of  this  property  he  lias  heen  ably  assisteci 
by  his  wife  and  helpmate  who,  with  him,  is  most 
highly  respected  in  the  social  and  religions  cii-cles 
of  Locke  Township,  being  members  of  the  Baptist 
Chui-ch  whei-e  Mr.  Walker  serves  as  Deacon  and 
Trustee.  He  is  a  man  who  is  an  int«lligent  ob- 
server of  public  affaire,  and  his  political  convic- 
tions bi-ing  him  into  active  fellowship  with  the 
members  of  the  Republican  (lartv. 


,lpS)  OBEKT  MrSSO.N.  The  quiet  aniial-  of  thi 
i^K^  tivet- of  our  farming  people  do  not  itad 
dial  like  an  exciting  story  of  adventuie  hut 
^^  they  form  a  more  substantial  foundatun 
for  a.  belief  in  the  pi'esent  well-being  and  the  fiituie 
prosperity  of  our  liation.  We  are  always  pleased 
to  give  the  details  of  an  industrious,  honoi'abh 
life  which  has  made  the  quiet  viitues  of  industn 
and  perseverance  shine  forth  more  brightH  than 
l>efore.  Such  a  life  is  that  of  tJie  one  wlio^e  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 

Robert  Musson,  whose  fine  farm  of  one  huudrtfl 
and  forty  acres  is  situated  on  section  23.  Howell 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  a  native  of  I  m 
ccrfnshii'e,  England^  where  he  was  boiii  in  1H3I 
His  mother  iiore  in  her  maidenhood  the  mme  of 
Blizabeth  Winter,  and  his  fatlier,  John  Alusson 
was  a  boot  and  shoe  makej-  and  followed  tliat  trade 
through  life.  Of  their  eleven  childi^n  the  follow 
ing  are  now  living,  namely:  Thomas,  George,  Eliza 
Robert,  William  Henry,  Sarah  {Mrs.  SleafonI)  and 
.Joseph. 

Previous  to  his  coming  to  America  in  18o7  onr 
subject  had  received  his  education  in  his  natne 
land  and  being  now  a  man  of  mature  jeais  he 
came  to  Howell  Township  and  i)Hrchased  his  farm 
m  1863.  He  has  upon  it  a  commodious  and  ittrat 
tive  farmhouse  and  nlhqr  fine  farm   bwildings  be 


sides  the  improvements  which  one  always  delights 
to  see  upon  a  we  11- cultivated  farm.  Hs  has  an  Eng- 
lishman's true  love  for  a  fine  animal  and  takes 
pleasure  in  laising  Jersey  stock  besides  other  grades 
of  cattle  and  a  fine  grade  of  hoi-ses. 

The  happy  marriage  of  Mr.  Musson,  which  took 
place  in  1862,  broWght  to  his  home  and  hearthstone 
a  true  and  affectionate  helpmate  in  the  pei-son  of 
Mary  A.  Thom|)soii,a  fellow-countrywoman  of  his 
and  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  (Folley) 
Thompson.  Mr.  Thompson  was,  like  the  elder  Mr. 
Musson,  a  hoot  and  slioe  makei'  and  passed  his 
whole  life  in  his  native  land.  He  ami  his  good  wife 
liad  a  family  of  eight  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Mus- 
son, Mi's.  Rowett,  Moses,  Bone,  Sarah  (Mi-s.  Scott), 
Susan  (Mis.  Watton). 

The  children  who  gathered  about  tlie  ttreside  of 
om  subject  weie  -^ix  in  number,  namely:  Mi's.  W. 
Whipple  who  has  two  sons — Robert  and  Eben; 
Alls  ('eorgeCrotkei  who  has  four  children — Willie, 
Minnii  Buit  and  in  infant  unnamed;  Frank  is 
Mis   lames  Brewer   (icorge  R.  and  Maud. 

lilts  actnt  intelligent  farmer  takes  a  lively  in- 
teiest  m  even  niitter  which  conccros  the  welfare 
of  the  I'onnt^  ind  is  ever  willing  to  aid  with  his 
intlnenie  and  seivices  to  promote  any  movement 
which  IS  foi  tlie  upbuilding  of  the  cominntiity. 
His  political  \  lews  hring  him  into  alliance  with  the 
Demoiiatic  p^rt\,  and  his  religious  views  have 
mad(  him  a  Methodist,  and  not  only  he  hut  his 
wife  and  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
i-  pi'nopai  Chuich  and  earnest  workers  in  all  chiireh 
woik  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  all  his  life  and 
has  dont  heiOK  pioneer  work  in  clearing  up  and 
iiiltnatnia  his  fin<  farm. 


M\SS.  D  hNEELANIJ.  It  is  a  plea-^iure 
t(  '■ec  a  hard  working,  industrioiisand  en- 
terprising man  i-each  the  point  where  be 
can  la\  a^ide  the  anxieties  of  life,  and  the 
arduous  detail"  of  a  farmer's  career,  and  spend  bis 
latei  \ears  in  quiet  and  comfort.  The  city  of  How- 
ell Lont«in«  a  number  of  these  worthy  gentlemen, 
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and  among  them  there  is  none  more  highly  valued 
in  agricultural  and  social  circles  than  the  one  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Kneeland  was  born  in  Livingston  Coitntj', 
N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  is  directly  descended  from  War- 
reft  and  Fannie  (Hyde)  Kneetand,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  vStatc.  In  early  life, 
the  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  a  clothier,  but  after 
lie  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  he  settled  upon  a* 
fai'm  in  Oakland  County  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture. It  was  in  1840  that  he  removed  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Howell  Township,  where  lie  contin- 
ued to  carry  on  farming  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1848,  His  bereaved  widow  survived  him 
for  many  years,  wd  it  was  not  until  1876  that  she 
passed  from  earth.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  in  religion  a  Presbyterian. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
John  and  Sarah  (Benson)  Kneeland,  both  of  whom 
were  bom  in  the  Empire  State.  John  Knee- 
land pursued  agriculture  throughout  life  and 
brought  up  his  large  family  of  twelve  chiidren  in 
Livingston  County,  N.  T.,  where  he  also  ended  his 
days.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  for  some  years, 
came  to  Michigan  and  was  living  in  Howell,  when 
her  hfe  ended  in  1841.  Her  husband,  like  his  son, 
was  attached  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
traced  his  lineage  to  Irish  stock.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  Mr.  Kneeland  wei-c  Moses  and 
Sarah  (Dana)  Hyde,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  New  York,  where  they  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days 
and  reared  a  family  of  four  children.  Mr,  Hyde 
had  bejn  one  of  tlie  soldiera  in  Washington's  amiy 
in  which  he  held  the  ofHcc  of  Adjutant.  His  wife's 
father  was  of  French  descent,  and  was  one  of  tliose 
unfortunates  who  were  killed  at  tlie  massacre  of 
Wyoming. 

He  of  whom  wo  write  was  one  of  seven  children 
in  the  parental  home,  namely:  Sarah,  DeWitt  C. 
(deceased),  A.  Dana,  Minerva,  Harriet,  I^owis  B. 
-  and  Clara.  With  his  brotlier  DeWilt,  our  subject 
bought  out  the  rights  of  the  others  to  the  estate  of 
his  father,  and  proceeded  to  carry  on  the  farm, 
living  on  it  together  until  about  the  year  1875, 
whe:i  they  retired  from  active  life,  coming  to  the 
city  of  Howell  and  buying  four  lots  on  State  Street 


where  they  built  one  of  the  most  attractive  homes 
in  the  town.  The  old  homestead  contains  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land,  part  of  it  in  Howell 
Township,  and  part  in  Oceola  Township,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  improved  estates  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  being  well  stocked  with  cattle  and  sheep. 

DeWitt  C.  Kneeland  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Augusta  Walker,  and  they  had  one  daughter  Maude, 
who  is  an  artist  of  considerable  merit.  W^hile  upon 
the  farm,  one  day,  this  gentleman  went  into  the 
lott  of  his  barn,  where  a  board  broke  and  let  him 
fall  through  to  the  floor  below,  and  Tie  lived  only 
twelve  hours.  This  was  in  1876,  and  his  wife  died 
in  1889.  Since  her  pai-ents'  death  Miss  Maude 
looks  after  the  household  affairs  of  her  uncle,  who 
is  a  single  man.  The  two  brothers  were  owners  to- 
gether of  all  their  possessions.  Our  subject  helped 
to  organize  the  First  State  and  Savings  Bank  of 
Howell,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  therein.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  a  public- 
spirited  man,  and  at  the  time  that  the  railroad 
came  through  Howell,  he  was  liberal  in  giving  to- 
ward securing  its  advantages  for  his  town. 


^^^^UINCY  A.  SMITH,  LL.  B.,  was  Judge  of  the 
^^Mjj  Probate  Court  for  Ingham  County,  from 
(^^  January  1, 1885,  to  June  30,  1891,  at  which 
time  he  resigned.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  in 
1884  and  re-elected  in  1888.  His  law  office  in 
I^ansing  was  established  in  1887.  Judge  Smith  was 
born  at  Dover,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  October  5, 
1844.  He  is  a  son  of  Elijah  T.and  Caroline  (Fisher) 
Smith.  Socially,  as  well  as  legally,  our  subject  is  a 
potent  factor  in  whatever  circle  he  may  be  with. 
A  man  of  fine  intellect,  keen  perceptions  and  a 
facile  power  in  expressing  himself  he  seems  partic- 
ularly adapted  to  legal  work. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  a  small  town  a  short 
distance  from  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There  he  remained 
until  eight  years  of  age  when  with  his  parents  he 
removed  to  the  southern  part  of  Shiawassee  County, 
this  State.     The  family  located  literally  in   the 
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woods,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm.  Th«j- 
made  the  effort  to  draw  about  them  ay  ijood  a  clast" 
of  neighbors  a^  possible,  and  a's  the  work  of  clear- 
ing the  farm  progressed  advantages  beeame  moi'e 
attainable  in  the  district.  A  sctiool  was  built  and 
equipped,  crudely  enough  it  is  true,  with  the  para- 
phrenaliii  required"  by  the  student.  However,  few 
of  tlie  pupils  attended  the  disti-ict  school  longei- 
than  during  tlte  winter  montlis,  wlien  they  wevenol 
i-equired  by  the  necessai-y  farm  work  to  he  at  home. 
Judge  Smith  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-two  yeare  old  and  tJien  removed 
to  Owosso  whei-e  he  liad  the  benefit  of  the  pulilit- 
(schoolif.  He  had  previously  attended  the  High 
School  at  Corunnn.  Aftei-  coming  to  Owo-iso  he 
taught  in  the  winter,  attending  the  school  as  time  al- 
lowed until  lie  was  twenty-six  yeai-s  old.  He  then 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon,  W.  M.  Kilt^trick 
of  Owosso  and  aftei'  [■ending  in  his  office  for  two 
yeare  entered  the  law  department  in  the  l^nivei- 
sity  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  giaduated 
in  March,  1871,  and  lo<!ated  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Saginaw  City,  where  he  opened  an 
office  with  William  II.  Sweet  and  there  was  ad- 
mitted to  pi'actite  before  the  tench  and  l»ai\  in 
the  spring  of  1872  lie  went  to  Wichita,  Kan.,  and 
remained  nntil  the  fall  of  1874.  While  there  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  whole  block  eatt  of  the 
Santa  Fe  station,  but  sold  his  property  before  the 
IxKiin  and  thus  rti<l  not  make  as  liandsomely  as  did 
many  otliei-s. 

On    retui-niug   to   Michigan  from   his    \\'ehterii 
experience  he  settled  in  Williamston,  this  county. 
and  soon  after,  September  15,  1874,  was  united  in 
man-iage  to  Mie«  Carrie  E.  llogeiv.  She  is  a  daugh-    . 
ter  of  Hanis  1).  and  Charlotte  i-^  Rogers.     He  re-   | 
mained  in  Wiltiamslon,  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  pi-ofesaion  until  1884.     In  the  meantime  he  was 
several  times  elected  to  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
township.     He  was  Township  Clerk  and  Piesident  i 
of  the  village.     In  1878  he  was  nominated  as  Cir-   \ 
cult  Court  Commissioner  on  the  l')eniocrali('  ticket    - 
and    came    within    twenty-three    \-ot^is    of    being  . 
elected.  1 

In  1885  our  subjwt  removed  to  the  town  of 
Mason  and  was  there  a  very  successful  and  leading 
practitioner.  He  carried  on  the  practice  of  his  pro-  | 


feisioii  ill  connection  with  his  duties  as  Probate 
•hidge  and  in  December,  1887,  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  l^nsing,  making  his  family  a  home  in  the 
house  which  he  had  previously  built.  At  that  time 
he  had  no  intention  of  accepting  the  renomination 
of  Pi-obate  .ludge,  but  iieing  the  popular  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party  it  did  not  seein  wise  to 
decline  the  honor  which  was  thrust  upon  him  and 
he  was  again  re-elected. 

.judge Smith  isamemlier  of  the  Masonic  fratern- 
ity. He  also  belongs  to  the  independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  holds  a  prominent  position  in 
the  confidence  and  eateeni  of  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. The  domestic  life  of  our  subject  is  as  pleasant 
as  i3ossible.  nor  could  it  well  l>e  otherwise,  for  his 
amiable  and  cnltuied  wife  presides  with  charming 
dignity  over  his  elegant  home.  She  is  interestt^d 
in  all  that  interests  him.  They  have  two  daugli- 
tei-s  just  budding  into  womanhood,  named  Lottie 
L.  and  I^ena  R. 

As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Smith  is  engaged  in  a  genera! 
practice  and  has  participated  in  many  important 
cases  ill  the  Supi-eme  ('ourt  which  have  siied  histei' 
on  the  jurisprudence  of  the  State,  lie  is  a  careful. 
painstaking  lawyer  and  is  i-ecognized  .is  an  able 
pleader  and  eloquent  advocate. 


"^-s^E 


y  UED  .1.  COOK.  Our  subject  is  the  repre- 
sentative and  leading  member  of  the  firm 
of  Fred  .1.  Cook  &  Co.,  dealers  in  hardware, 
stoves,  implements,  lumber,  lath  and  shingles,  and 
although  he  is  very  young,  has  already  fiimly  es- 
tablished himself  in  a  good  and  lucrative  business 
in  the  city  of  Fowlerville.  The  energy  and  enter- 
prise that  has  pushed  Mr.  Cook  to  the  fore  at  s*> 
early  an  age  is  suie  to  accomplish  for  him  good 
things  in  the  future.  So  fertile  a  mind,  sec- 
onded by  so  good  a  judgment,  cannot  fail  U>  be 
made  of  use  in  the  service  of  State  and  country  as 
well  as  in  the  accumulation  of  riches. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State, 
having  first  opened  his  eyes  at  Byron,  Shia- 
wassee  County,  .June    II,  1868.    He   is   a  son  of 
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Jared  and  Sarah  M.  (Drake)  Cook,  natives  of  New 

■  York  and  Michigan  respectively.  Our  subject's 
father  was  formerly  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Byron,  later  in  the  same  business  at  Fowlerville, 
and  at  present  is  al  Byron,  where  he  takes  charge 
of  his  son 's  interest  in  a  lumber  yard.  Our  sub- 
ject's paternal  grandparents  were  Jai-ed  and  Aurilia 
(Straight)  Cook,  natives  of  New  York,  where  the 
former  was  an  extensive  farmer,  later  in  life,  how- 
ever, coming  to  Michigan  and  settling  in  Livings-  ' 
ton    County,  in   Cohoctah   Township,   wliere    he 

■purchased  one  section  of  land,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  upon  that  place  and  there  pass- 
ing awfty  to  the  better  world  January  29,  1849. 
The  old  gentleman  always  went  to  the  name  of 
Capt.  Cook,  as  he  held  that  office  in  the  State 
militia  in  New  York.  He  had  twelve  children,  who 
as  the  years  went  by,  scattered  and  formed  domes. 
tic  relations  of  their  own.  Politically,  he  of  whom 
we  write  was  a  Democrat. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  three  children 
born  to  his  parents,  .Tared  and  Sarah  Cook.     The  ; 
oldest,  Mrs,  F.  C,  Starkey,  is  a  lady   of  literary 
talents  and  an  elocutionist  of  extended  reputation. 
Following  our  subject  comes  J,  Frank,  who  is  em- 
ployed  as  clerk  in   his  brother's    cstablbhment. 
After  finishing  the  high-school  course  at  Fowlei'- 
ville,  he  of  whom  we  write  took  a  business  course   ; 
in    the    Detroit  Commercial   College.     lie  started    , 
out  in  life  as  a  clerk  in  Kuhn's  hardware  store  in    , 
Fowlerville,and  later  was  employed  by  E.  Bement  I 
&   Sons,  of  Lansing,  there   learning  the    various  I 
branches  of  the  business,  paying  particular  atten-  ' 
tion    to  the  sale  of  agricultural   implements  and  ] 
stoves.     While  with  them,  he  traveled  on  the  road   ! 

■  for  some  time  and  was  one  of   their  most   popular  , 
and  successful  salesmen. 

Since  engaging  in  his  present  business  Mr.  Cook  | 
has  been  favored  with  extraordinary  success.  He  | 
hni  a  very  large  stock  of  goods,  being  the  heaviest  ! 
dealer  in  Fowlervillc.  He  has  four  men  in  his  em-  ■ 
ploy,  who  have  all  they  can  do  to  keep  up  with  j 
:the  demands  of  the  business.  Our  subject  entered  '■ 
the  benedict's  ranks  in  1S90,  being  united  with  : 
Mifs  Jennie  M.  Miller,  February  19,  of  that  year. 
She  Is  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  Annie  (Nel- 
son) Miller,  of  Howell,  and  is  a  charming  woman   i 


of  great  capacity  and  capability,  made  to  be  an  in- 
spiration and  help  to  the  man  to  whom  she  has 
given  her  hand  and  heart.  Republicanism  has  in 
our  subject  one  of  its  strongest  and  most  ardent 
advocates  in  Fowlerville.  Every  plank  in  its  plat^ 
form  has  to  him  a  good  cause,  for  being.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  also  to 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  Mr. 
Cook  occupies  with  his  stock  a  fine  brick  store  in 
Fowlerville.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  young 
business  men  of  Livingston  County,  and  is  bound 
to  make  a  better  record  in  different  channels  ere 
the  world  hears  the  last  of  him. 


PRTHUR  CARPENTER.  The  intelligent 
young  farmei-s  of  Livingston  County  are 
the  bone  and  smew  of  the  community,  as 
their  strength  and  vitality,  their  enterprise 
and  energy  are  candying  forward  not  only  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  but  the  foundations  for  com- 
mercial success  thi-oughout  this  section  of  the 
State.  None  of  them  is  more  highly  prized  and 
more  justly  appreciated  than  he  wliose  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  narrative,  and  his  beautiful 
farm,  lying  on  the  slope  of  Pleasant  Valley  is  well 
adorned  and  improved  by  the  good  buildings  which 
he  has  placed  upon  it. 

William  Carpenter,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and 
the  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Will- 
iam, came  to  this  State  in  1836,  when  the  father 
was  a  lad  of  eighteen  years,  and  they  located  in 
Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County.  Here  they 
cleared  away  the  forest  and  turned  the  wilderness 
into  a  highly  cultivated  and  richly  productive 
estate,  and  here  the  grandfather  lived  until  liis 
death.  The  family  is  of  English  descent  and 
traces  its  lineage  through  generations  of  honorable 
ancestors.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed 
farming  in  the  township  of  Lyon,  Oakland  County, 
until  the  year  1887,  when  he  died,  being  then  sixty- 
nine  years  old.  His  bereaved  widow,  who  had 
borne  to  him  eight  children,  had  th^  nwiden  name 
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of  Catherine  Dolph,  She  is  still  living,  and  is 
heing  tenderly  eare<I  for  by  her  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate children. 

The  original  of  this  sketeh  grow  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  took  his  education  in  the  home 
and  in  the  district  school.  His  birth  took  place  in 
Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County,  September  30, 
1848,  and  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  1883, 
in  Green  Oak  Township,  Livingston  County, 
and  in  1886  he  exchanged  it  for  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies,  upon  section  22,  Brighton 
Township. 

The  most  notable  event  in  the  life  of  the  young 
man  before  us  is  his  marriage  in  1883  to  Miss  Ad- 
dle Ryder,  a  talented  and  intelligent  lady  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  in  their  home  they  enjoy 
the  companionsliip  of  congenial  minds  and  sym- 
jiathetic  hearts.  The  i>olitieal  views  of  this 
intelligent  gentleman  are  in  accordance  with  the 
declarations  of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  keeps 
himself  well  informed  as  to  the  movements  of 
national  affairs.  His  handsome  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  gives  abundant  evidence 
tliftt  he  undei^tands  the  business  of  a  farmer,  and 
that  he  lias  the  enterprise  and  energy  essential  to 
keeping  liis  estate  in  good  condition,  and  making 
it  aiiundantly  prodtnctive. 


"S^DWARD  0.    KELLEY.      Business  men    of 

\jpl  Lansing,  as  of  other  enterprising  towns, 
/Lr-^  are  its  hone  and  sinew,  and  draw  to  its  cen- 
tralizing influence  such  citizens  as  are  of  profit  and 
will  forward  its  prosperity.  The  genuine  push  and 
pereeverance  of  a  Westerner  is  shown  in  the  work 
of  the  gentleman  whose  porti-ait  appears  on  the 
opposite  page  and  whose  real-estate  and  insurance 
business  has  been  prosecuted  in  Lansing  for  some 
seven  years.  Hia  place  of  business  is  to  be  found  at 
Xo.  113  Washington  Avenue,  where,  as  repi-esen ting 
his  own  property  and  as  agent  for  a  nuratter  of  the 
Ijest  old  line  companies  of  fire,  life  ancf  accident 
insurance,  he  is  meeting  with  suecees. 


Mr,  Kelley   was   bom    in  Milton,  Pa.,  June  26, 
1828,  and  is  a  sou  of  Obadiah  and  Ann  (Orr)  Kel- 
ley.    In  his  native  home  the  boy  remained,  receiv- 
ing a  good,  common-school  education  until  after 
the  death  of  both  parents.     He  was  early  orphaned, 
as  his  mother  died  when  he  was  but  six  years  old 
and   he  had  scarcely  completed   his  iirst   decade 
when  he  was  deprived  of  a  father's  care  and  affec- 
tion.    He  remained  in  that  vicinity  and  for  a  few 
years   was    with    Mr.    Shields,  in    Lewisburg,  Pa., 
where  he  learned  the  foundation  of  business  enter- 
prise.    There    he  sojourned    uutil  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  after  whicli  he  spent  one  year 
in  Danville,  Pa.,  and  in  1849  determined  to  come 
West.     Arriving  in  Micliigan  lie  settled  in  Ilower- 
field,  8t.  Joseph  County,  tliis  State.     He  remained 
in  that  place  for  two  years,  engaging  in  the  furni- 
ture tiusiness  on  his  own  a.ccount,  and  also  buying 
in  that  vicinity  forty  aci-es  of  prairie  land  which, 
however,  he  never  cultivated. 
I        Looni,  Jackson  County,  Mich,,  was  the  next  home 
i   of  Mr.  Kelley  and  he  there  entered  into  business 
i   in  a  general  village  store.     In  1852,  in  Leoni  he 
'   was  united  in  mamage  with  Caroline  M.  liennett, 
I    daughter  of   Rev.  Aruna  Bennett,  of  Washtenaw 
County.     Mr.  Bennett  was  one  of  the  pioneere  who 
!    came  to  Michigan  in    1832  as  a  local  preacher  of 
I    the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     He  Ixiught  three 
iiundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  upon  it  he 
afterward  made  his  home  until  his  death.     Our 
j  subject  reiiiained  in  Leoni  until  1854  when  he  rc- 
i  moved  to  Grass  Lake  and  engaged  in  the  furniture 
j   business.     From  there  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1858 
j   to   take   a    position  as  clerk    in  the  ofHce  of    the 
I   Auditor-General,  under  I).  L.  Caise.     He  remained 
I    in  that  office  until  1878,  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
I  clerk  for  twenty  years,  and  in  the  meantime  inter- 
ested himself  in  Lansing  realty.     During  the  first 
three  years  after  he  resigned  the  olBce  of  clerk  for 
1   the  Auditor-General  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  and  carried  on  a  ninety-nine  cent 
store  on  Washington  Avenue,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  line  of  busi- 
ness in  which  we  now  find  him. 

The  political  views  of  Mr,  Kelley  in  his  early 
days  were  with  the  anti-slavery  branch  of  the  Whig 
jMirty  and  his  first  Presiijentit^l  ballot  was  east  (gv 
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John  P.  Hale.  After  that  he  entered  the  Republi- 
can party  to  which  he  was  attaiiidd  atfl3  -t^ite 
recently,  but  now  caMs  his  influence  and  vole  for 
fttJibitiition.  He  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Lansing  I-odge,  No.  66,F.  4  A.  M.  He  liaf 
two  cldldren  still  living  and  his  daughter,  Mary  E., 
died  when  fifteen  yeare  old.  Lillian  B.  is  now 
\rrs.  <■,  W.  W(X)d,  of  Lake  t'ity,  Mich.,  and  Anna 
L.  is  at  home.  The  beloved  and  honored  compan- 
ion of  his  youth  was  called  from  his  side  by  death 
.laniiary  24,  1890,  having  reached  tlie  age  of  fifty- 
nine  yeai'S.  Her  irreparable  loss  is  keenly  felt  by 
iier  husband  and  children,  but  her  beautiful  in- 
fluence remains  not  only  with  them  but  with  all 
with  whom  she  associated  during  her  lifetime. 


ijUv*^-^  ^ILLIAMBVLI  Mi<higan  is  known 
\l)i.  among  the  sisterhood  uf  States  as  Iiivmjf 
'^^^  among  hei  sons  inanj  titi7en«  of  noble 
(^^  chai"icter  and  high  lepute  whobe  public- 
spirited  sei  vices  and  aggieosive  and  fai  seeing  en 
terprise  have  raised  her  to  her  proud  position  as 
one  of  the  most  highly  cultured  and  prnspeious 
commonwealths  m  the  Noithwest.  To  such  sons 
the  State  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  all  who 
love  her  delight  in  reading  the  lecord  of  then 
hvee  rhe  man  of  whom  we  write  m  this  nketth 
has  made  his  mark  as  a  noble  son  of  Michigan  un<l 
Ine  helped  laiijeh  in  the  de\elopment  of  thi«  jiait 
of  the  State 

Samuel  H  Ball,  the  fathei  1 1  tlu  Hon  \\  lUiain 
Ball,  whose  home  is  in  Hamburg  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  was  a  farmer  and  had  an  excellent 
education.  He  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1803.  and 
came  to  New  York  when  but  a  boy  and  theie  in 
due  time  undertook  the  jirof&ssion  of  a  teacher. 
After  living  there  for  some  years  he  came  to  Web- 
ster, Waalitenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  bought  some 
land  to  which  he  afterward  added  until  he  secured 
three  hundred  acres.  Here  he  built  a  house  and 
barps  and  proceeded  to  improve  aij(}  cultivate  his 


land.  He  ^Mmed  Olive  Seeley  about  the  year  1829. 
Slie  was  one  of  nine  children  in  her  parental  home 
and  was  born  in  New  York  aliout  the  year  1806, 

■lames  Ball,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
jecti,  had  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  have 
now  passed  to  the  other  world.  The  son,  Samuel, 
had  Hve  children,  William  being  the  eldest  of  the 
flock,  his  natal  year  being  1830.  Samuel  Ball  died 
in  1878  in  Webster,  and  had  been  a  prominent 
man  thi-oughoiit  his  life,  liaving  been  Supervisor 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  prominent  worker 
in  his  early  life  in  the  ranks  of  the  Whig  party 
and  later  affiliating  with  the  Republicans.  His 
widow  still  resides  in  Webster,  Washtenaw  County, 
and  makes  her  home  with  t'harles  Rogers. 

William  Ball  has  a  collegiate  education  acquii-ed 
at  Albion  College  and  at  the  Univei'sity  of  Michi- 
gan. He  taught  for  ten  years  in  the  district  schools 
and  in  the  Union  School  in  Otisco,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  occupied  the  position  of  Principal.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  started  out  for  him- 
■-ilf  buying  eighty  acres  of  land  in  WebsterTown- 
Miip  alx>ut  the  year  1850.  He  came  to  Hamburg 
Township  in  1858  and  bought  three  hundred  acres 
on  sections  26  and  27.  Since  that  time  he  has 
addtd  by  purchase  until  he  now  has  five  hundred 
atre"  much  of  which  he  has  cleared,  and  upon  it 
he  has  built  bai'ns  and  a  pleasant  house  and  has 
set  out  flue  orehards. 

The  most  momentous  event  in  the  life  of  the 
*oung  man  was  his  marriage  in  1858  with  Catherine, 
daughter  of  David  B.  Powers,  a  New  Yorker,  who 
liad  two  children  of  whom  Catherine  was  tlie 
youngest,  being  boi'n  in  1838.  To  her- have  been 
liorn  one  son  and  four  daughtei-s.  Erwin  was 
miiried  in  18S4  to  Carrie  E.  Fisk,  daughter  of 
Iheodore  and  Edna  (Gardner)  Fisk.  This  lady  is 
an  only  child,  born  in  1865,  ■and  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Noi'mal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  where  she  com- 
pleted her  course  in  1883.  Tliey  have  three  chil- 
dren, Edna  C,  Florence  B.  and  J-cland  H.  Erwin 
Ball  is  Secretary  of  the  Washtenaw  County  Far- 
mei-s'  Association  and  f'orres)>onding  Secretary  of 
tlie  Fanners'  Club  at  Webster.  His  college  society 
is  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  and  he  has  served  as  both 
President  and  Secit>t«ry  of  that  fraternity.  He  i.s 
an  earnest  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
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party  and  a  hearty  promoter  of  every  movement   j 
which  looks  to  the  advamsemeiit  of    the  farming   ' 
eommimity,  fully  one-half  of  his  time  being  taken    i 
up    by    his    duties   as   Secretary    of  the  Michigan    ' 
Merino    Sheep  Breefer's-  Association,  which  office    . 
he  has  lield   for  Ave  years.     The  second  child  of 
<»uf   subject  js  Sarah,  who  is   the    wife  of   Louis 
Saundei'S,  of  Omalia,  Neb.,  and  has  two  children. 
Following  her  are  .lulia^  Kate,  (the  wife  of  Henry 
Queal,  living  in   Hamburg)  and    Alice    11.     Kate 
lis.s  one  son.     Erwin  is  a  gi'adnate  of  the  Agricul- 
tnrai  College.     The  tliree  older  daughters  have  all 
taken  their  diplomas  at  the  .State  Normal  of  Ypsil- 
anti.     Alice  H.,  the  youngest,  is  now  a  stndent  in 
the  same  institution. 

The  Hon.Mr.Ball  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Matrons  of  Howell  and  is  a 
member  of  No.  26,  Howell  Commaudery.     He  was 
one  of  the  charter  membera  at  Ann  Arbor  of  the 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon,  and  in  the  State  Grange  he 
is  a  prominent  member.     For  ten  years  the  State 
Agricultural  Society  has  been  favored  with' his  ser- 
vices as  one  of  its  Directors,  and  is  one  of  the   . 
Directors  of    the    Central    Michigan    Agricultural    ; 
Association.   The  Michigan  Live  Stock  Association 
has  made  him  its  Pi-esident  and  in  that  oflice  he 
has  shown  great  efficiency  and  breadth   of  view 
which  has  brought  this  association  to  the  front. 
He  has  also  been  President  of  the  Michigan  Merino 
Sheep  Breeders'  and  Wool  Grower's  Association  as  t 
well  as  occupying  the  same  office  in  the  Short-horn   ', 
Society  of  this  State,     Upon  the  Board  of  Directors  [ 
of  the  State  Reform  School,  of  Lansing,  he  has  [ 
shown  himself  most  judicious  and  aggi-essive. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Ball  as  a  leader  in  the  Eepub- 
lican  party  is  worthy  of  note.  His  early  training  ] 
made  him  a  Whig  but  after  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and  has  ever  ' 
since  then  been  identified  with  it.  His  services  as 
Supervisor  from  1863  to  1864  evinced  his  more 
than  ordinary  capacity  as  a  man  of  public  affaii-s 
and  his  fine  snperintiency  of  the  connty  schools,  to 
which  oflice  he  was  elected  in  1872,  made  him 
known  to  the  best  men  of  the  connty.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  legislature  in  1864  and  re- 
elected to  the  same  oflice  in  1866.  In  1880  he 
waa  again  re-elected  to  the  Michigan  State  Legis- 


lature, was  elected  Speaker  pro  tem  and  was  Act- 
ing Speaker  most  of  the  session  (the  Speaker  being 
sick).  In  1890  he  wassent  to  theStateSenate  and 
became  President  pro  tem  of  that  body,  and  by 
the  death  of  Lieut  Gov.  McDonald  he  became  au^ 
ing  LientenantJyfjvernor.  In  1890  his  party  placed 
him  in  the  field  as  candidal*  in  the  .Sisth  Congres- 
sional District  for  Member  of  ('ongress.  He  made 
a  fine  run  jjei-sonally  and  came  within  five  lumdi-ed 
i>{  mniiing  his  election,  but  as  that  was  tlie  year 
of  the  great  land  slide,  when  Michigan  went 
strongly  Democratic,  he  did  not  meet  witli  success. 
His  iH)pularity,  however,  is  undiminished  as  it  is 
liased  upon  a  tliorougji  knowledgeof  his  really  fine 
chai-acter,  which  is  notable  for  his  broad  and  dis- 
criminating judgment,  his  uprightness  and  com- 
prehensive reason. 


(^^HOMAS  W.  BREWER,  proprietor  of  the 
(/^^  Livingston  Herald  of  Howell,  Livingston 
^^^  County,  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which 
he  resides,  being  born  here  April  9,  1847.  His 
grandparents  were  among  the  first  settlere  of  the 
township,  his  grandsire  Peter  having  been  a  native 
of  New  York  and  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 
His  grandmother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Dorcas 
West  and  will  long  be  i-emembered  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  county  as  one  of  the  brave  pioneer 
women  of  the  early  days. 

Kbenezer  Brewer  was  the  father  of  our  subject 
and  had  his  birth  in  Wilson,  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y,  He  came  to  Michigan  in  early  boyhood  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  married  Charlotte  Thomas 
who  became  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  She  passed  away  from  eartli  in  HoweU  in 
November,  1857,  leaving  thi-ee  children,  two  sons 
and  one  danghter,  the  eldest,  Thomas,  then  being 
but  ten  years  of  age,  • 

From  the  time  he  lost  his  mother  the  lad  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resonrces  but  he  attended 
the  district  school  nearly  evei-y  winter  until  1863 
when  he  left  home,  although  only  a  little  over  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  took  his  place  in  the  rank^ 
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of  our  country's  defender.  He  joined  Company 
C,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry  and  served  until  June 
26,  1865,  when  he  wa^  di'icharged  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  on  account  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and 
returned  home  to  Michigan.  The  young  man  felt 
that  he  had  not  gained  the  education  which  he 
ought  to  have,  and  he  continued  working  on  the 
farm  in  summer  and  attending  the  district  school 
during  the  winter  months,  until  he  gained  his  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Brewer  now  found  his  health  insuHleient  to 
bear  the  heavy  toil  of  the  farm,  as  agriculture  still 
partook  very  largely  of  a  pioneer  character,  and  he 
tried  an  experiment  of  investing  in  a  patent  iight 
which  made  him  rich  in  experience  but  was  a  failure 
financially,  and  he  again  took  up  lii»  forniei  i.li.u 
pation.  His  marriage  upon  Mai-ch  27,  187^ 
brought  to  his  side  a  faithful  comi>aniou  in  the 
person  of  Mary  J.  Craig,  a  lady  of  Howell,  He 
continued  to  follow  agriculture  until  llie  beginning 
of  1874,  when  he  entered. theemploy  of  the  Howe 
Sewing  Machine  Company  and  followed  that  line 
of  business  until  1878  when  he  became  an  employe 
of  S.  Andrews,  remaining  with  him  until  August, 
1881,  when  lie  left  this  business  and  took  a  trip  to 
the  Western  frontier.  A  few  months'  stay  at  the 
Cheyenne  agency  in  Dakota  cooled  the  "gxi  west, 
young  man"  fever  in  the  veins  of  Mr.  Brewer  and 
he  returned  home  and  took  up  the  sale  of  sewing 
machines,  in  which  he  continued  until  1888, 

Mr.  Brewer  purehased  in  June,  1889  a  weekly 
local  newspaper,  the  Inter-Luke,  which  had  been 
published  by  the  Rev.  ]>.  W.  Hammond  of  Vernon, 
Shiawassee  County,  Mich.  He  published  the  same 
until  April,  1891,  when  he  sold  the  subscription  list 
of  that  paper  to  J.  A.  Keyes  of  the  Duraiid  Ex- 
press and  bought  the  subscription  books  of  the 
Livingston  Herald.  It  was  on  May  15,  1891,  that 
Mr.  Biewer  issued  his  Brat  number  of  the  Herald, 
which  he  had  enlarged  from  a  five-column  folio  to 
a  six-column  quarto.  His  paper  reeeived  a  hearty 
welcome  from  its  first  issue  and  with  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  county  and  large  acquaintance 
among  its  people  his  success  is  an  assured  one,  AU 
though  he  is  not  acquiring  great  wealth  he  is  filling 
H  useful  platie  in  the  community,  and  commands  the 
I^ect  of  all  who  know  bim,  Of  tb«  foor  childreji 


who  have  blessed  his  home  three  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, two  have  passed  away,  fieoi^  W.  and  Robert 
E.,  wliile  Alice  A.,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  and  Thoma.-* 
W.  Jr.,  a  sprightly  lad  of  thirteen  yeai-s,  still  re- 
main to  receive  theaffection  andr training  of  their 
fond  and  judicious  parents. 


'iill^^%^g^.tC^S»' 


OHN  W.  HARRIS,  a  prosperous  and  well- 
known  farmerresiding  on  section  34,  Putnam 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  a  son  of 
Henry  Harris,  a  native  Of  Kings  County,  Ire- 
land, who  emigrated  to  America  in  1825,  where  he 
worked  for  two  yeai>  in  New  Jersey  on  the  Dela- 
ware and  Raiitan  Canal.  In  1827  he  returned  to 
Ireland  and  married  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
Mary  Ryan,  who  was  born  in  Bally  Britton,  Kings 
County.  After  their  marriage  they  returned  to 
Americe,  where  Mr.  Harris  worked  on  a  railroad  in 
Pennsylvania  for  a  season,  and  then  worked  on  a 
farm  as  overseer  for  Joseph  Boneaparte  for  one 
year. 

Heniy  Harris  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of 
1829,  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  wild  land 
from  the  Government,  The  land  was  located  on 
the  section  where  his  son  now  i-esides,  and  th« 
patent  was  signed  by  President  Andrew  Jackson. 
Having  built  a  log  house,  he  removed  his  family 
into  it  in  December,  1 829.  At  that  time  there  was 
a  small  tamara<!k  log  house  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Cam- 
field  where  Pinckney  now  stands.  There  was  also 
a  sawmill,  which  was  built  by  Andrew  Knowland, 
of  Ann  ArlRir,  a  few  houses  and  two  stoi-es  in  that 
vicinity  on  Portage  River,  which  little  hamlet  died 
out  after  Pinckney  was  established,  and  there  is 
not  a  soul  now  living  who  was  here  at  that  time. 

The  father  of  oar  subject  was  poor  except  in  a 
brave  determination  to  provide  a  liome  for  his 
family,  and  a  wealth  of  physical  strength  which 
enabled  him  to  clear  his  land,  subdue  the  wild  for- 
ests, and  meet  the  exigencies  of  pioneer  life.  There 
were  then  plenty  frf  Indians;  and  wild  animals  and 
deer,  bears  and  wolves  were  about  the  door.  X<i 
roads  (except  Indian  trails  and  jMiths  whicji  could 
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be  followed  by  blazed  trees)  wei*  available  for  use 
and  the  market  was  at  Ypsilaiiti,  ihirty-eiglit  miles 
uway. 

Tills  early  pioneer  was  wide-awake  to  his  duties  j 
!is  an  American  dtizon,  and  walked  to  Ann  Arbor  - 
to  vote  at  the  first  election  which  he  attended  here, 
and  liis  next  opiiortnnity  was  in  a  house  west  of 
Hudson  Corners.  After  living  here  twenty-nine 
veal's,  lie  had  three  hundred  and  sixty  aci-es  of  ex- 
cellent land,  one  hnndred  and  thirty  of  which  he 
lijid  cleai'ed.  He  had  also  built  a  frame  house  which 
was  then  the  best  house  for  miles  ai-ound,  and  it  is 
still  standing,  as  is  also  his  frame  bam,  35x40  feet 
in  dimensions,  which  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  died  January  9,  1859,  but  liis 
widow  survived  nntil  April  20,  1883. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  this  pioneer  four  are  now 
living,  viz:  our  subject;  Mrs.  Michael  O'Conuell, 
of  Jackson;  Mrs,  James Moi'gan,  of  riiadilla  Town- 
ship; and  Thomas,  of  Lake  I'iew,  Miss.  The  par- 
ents were  devout  Catholics,  and  in  th<?  early  dajs 
services  were  held  in  their  house  for  twenty  years 
by  Father  Kelley,  who  at  that  time  was  located  at  1 
Wayne.  Waslitenaw  County,  and  who  uSiCdtoraake 
numberless  trips  on  horseback  through  the  woods 
between  Wayne  and  Milwaukee.  Henry  Harris 
look  an  int«i'est  in  politics,  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  tlen.  I^ewis  Cass.  He  filled  the  responsi- 
ble offices  of  Ovei"Seer  of  the  I'oor,  Township  Treas- 
urer, School  Officer  and  was  one  of  the  fli-st  jurore. 
He  gave  to  his  children  as  fair  an  education  as  cir- 
cumstances would  allow. 

•July  25,  1839  was  the  natal  day  of  onr  sub- 
ject. His  first  home  was  on  this  farm  where  he  now 
lives.  Here  he  i-eceived  his  early  education  and 
grew  to  manhood,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father 
took  charge  of  the  farm,  being  then  but  nineteen 
ycai-s  old.  In  the  course  of  time  he  bought  out 
th'^,  other  heirs  and  the  land  now  lielongs  to  him 
by  virtue  of  the  old  patents,  some  of  which  are 
signed  by  Jackson,  some  by  Van  Buren,  and  some 
by  John  Quincy  Adams. 

The  wedding  day  of  John  W.  Harris,  was  No- 
vember 27.  1867,  and  he  was  then  united  witji 
Agnes  Morgan,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Catlierine 
Morgan,  of  Unadilla  Township.  Mrs.  Harris  was 
bom  Mai-eh  2i>,  1847,  in  T'nadilhi  Township,  and 


she  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Harry 
Casper  aud  James  Morgan.  The  oldest  son  wa* 
born  October  27,  1868,  and  is  a  stenographer  in  the 
office  of  A.  C.  Walker,  at  Aspen,  Col.  He  was  a 
student  at  Pinckney  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen,  after  which  he  taught  one  term  and  was 
then  a  student  at  Dexter  and  at  the  Ypsilanti  Busi- 
ness College.  For  two  yeai-s  he  was  with  the  An- 
chor Manufacturing  Com[jany  of  Detroit,  and  then 
after  one  season  on  his  father's  farm  he  went  to 
Asi>eii,  Col.,  where  he  now  I'esides.  lie  was  mar- 
ried July20, 1891,  to  Carrie  Ketly,  of  Aspen;  James 
was  Tjom  July  23,  1870,  and  after  lieing  a  student  at 
Pinckney,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  teaehiug, 
and  then  received  tlio  appointment  from  Gov. 
Winans  to  lie  his  page  during  the  term  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  1891.  The  itai'ents  feel  justly  proud  of 
their  sons,  and  ai-e  happy  in  being  able  to  say  that 
neither  of  them  knows  the  taste  of  liquor. 

In  1878  Mr.  Harris  built  the  pleasant  home  on 
which  he  now  resides  at  a  cost  of  $1,500  besides  the 
labor  which  ho  himself  expended  upon  it,  and  in 
connection  with  this  house  Mrs.  Harris  boasts  the 
l)est  cellar  in  the  township.  They  now  have  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  one  hnndred 
and  ninety  acres  of  which  is  improved,  and  he  car- 
ries on  the  farm  himself,  havingalways  been  a  hard 
worker.  He  began  raising  thorouglibred  American- 
Merino  sheep  in  1874,  and  now  has  one  hnndred 
and  thirty  head.  He  has  also  fine  registered  Jer- 
seys andHolsteiiis,  and  in  horses  has  some  splendid 
animals,  which  trace  their  lineage  to  "Ambassa- 
dor, ""Tremont,"  "Louis  Napoleon  "  and  "Pasacas. " 
Among  his  twenty-three  hoi'ses  he  has  some  very 
valuable  ones,  and  the  dam  with  which  he  started, 
was  one  of  the  finest  "Clay"  mares  in  the  State  at 
tliftt  time,  she  taking  second  premium,  and  her  colt 
first  premium  at  Detroit  in  1879. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  are  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  both  of  their  sons  follow 
their  parents  in  religious  belief  and  life.  They  all 
l>elong  to  the  Father  Matthew  Temperance  Society 
of  St.  Joseph  Church,  at  Pinckney,  and  in  po.itical 
matters  the  father  has  ever  been  a  strong  supporter 
of  temperance  candidates.  He  has  also  been  use- 
ful as  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  sets  a 
grand  example  to  many  an  American-born  citizen 
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in  this  regard,  that  he  Dcver  for  the  sake  of  gain, 
or  to  get  work  out  of  his  bojs,  kept  them  out  of 
school  a  day  in  their  lives.  His  aim  has  been  to 
make  them  good  citizens,  and  to  train  them  in 
thorough  business  habits. 

The  Catholic  Church  at  Pinckney  had  for  its 
pioneer  priest  Fatlier  Kelley,  and  since  that  time  it 
has  be<!n  favored  with  tiie  ministrations  of  Fatliera 
Cuilen,  Puleers  and  Mutarh,  and  the  congregation 
now  has  one  hundred  and  eiglileen  families  con- 
nected with  it.  The  church  building  which  was 
completed  in  1868  by  the  Rev.  J.  Van  Genip,  was 
begun  in  1866.  The  priests  who  have  officiated 
since  its  dedication,  were  the  Rev.  Fathere  J.  Raf- 
ter, T.  Slflttery,  Herbert,  Duehig  and  Considine, 

Mr.  Harris  enjoys  telling  stories  of  his  father's 
early  experiences  in  the  pioneer  days.  One  of  his 
most  thrilling  adventures  was  when  he  and  a  liired 
man  were  cutting  liay  upon  a  marsti  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  home.  They  were  so  busy  at  their 
work  that  tliey  did  not  remember  to  listen  pru- 
dently for  the  approach  of  wild  beasts,  and  before 
they  knew  it  a  large  iiack  of  wolves  had  attacked 
them.  Tliey  kept  off  the  animals  by  haid  lighting 
until  tliey  reached  a  point  within  tliirty  i-ods  of 
homo,  when  the  wolves  wei-e  driven  off,  and  they 
arrived  safely  at  Ihe  bouse. 


||p!)DWIN  B.  CARRIER.  Among  the  promi- 
U*;  nent  and  most  influential  members  of  busi- 
'I'-— -^  ness  and  social  circles  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  is  our  subject  whose  business  as  stock- 
dealer  and  also  as  proprietor  of  the  egg  preserving 
establishment  are  among  the  active  enterprises  of 
this  city.  He  is  not  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
town  as  he  came  here  in  18S0,  but  he  has  shown 
himself  deeply  interested  in  developing  tiie  natural 
resources  and  stimulating  the  enterprises  of  this 
city,  and  has  made  himself  a  leader  in  various 
movomente  of  importance. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  13,  1832,his  parents  being  Bert  H.  and 
Emeline  (Hanchett)  Carrier.     The  father  was  a  na- 


tive of  New  York  who  removed  to  Rice  Creek, 
Calhoun  County,  Mich,,  in  1837  and  there  engaged 
in  farming.  He  bought  new  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  settled  where  there  were  but  two  fam- 
ilies within  a  radius  of  many  miles.  He  cleared  up 
a  farm  and  made  a  prosperous  home  out  of  this 
land  which  he  found  in  the  wilderness.  Under 
his  roof  the  earliest  religious  meetings  were  held, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Metho- 
dist Protestant  Chui-ch.  When  a  house  of  worahip 
was  to  be  erected,  he  with  David  H.  Miller,  Amos 
Hadden,  Caleb  Hanchett  and  David  Hanchett, 
were  the  heaviest  contributors  toward  building  the 
first  fi'anie  church  at  Rice's  Creek.  Previous  to  this 
they  had  been  privileged  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
schoolhouse,  as  Mr,  Carrier  was  most  of  the  time  an 
officer  of  the  school  district  and  also  of  the  town- 
ship. He  lived  on  the  old  farm  until  the  time  of 
liis  death,  February  II,  1884,  and  was  then  nearly 
four-score  years  of  age,  liaving  been  born  May  4, 
1807.  His  amiable  and  excellent  wife,  who  wasso 
true  and  helpful  a  companion  to  him  in  their  pio- 
neer experiences,  was  born  .Septeml>er  12,  i812  and 
died  May  26,  1877. 

Besides  our  subject  his  pai-enls  liad  three  chil- 
dren bom  to  tliem,  Oscar  M.,who  is  now  deceased; 
cilice  the  wife  of  Sidney  Thomas;  and  Orange  A. 
Edwin.  Carrier  received  most  of  liis  education  in 
Calhoun  County,  finishing  his  schooling  at  Olivet 
College,  after  wliich  he  taught  for  several  terms 
and  then  engaged  in  farming.  He  bought  a  faim 
in  Calhoun  County  and  took  as  his  wife  Miss  Cor- 
nelia Root,  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y,, 
wiio  wa^  born  there  November  26,  1831.  Their 
man-iage  took  place  iSepteinber  27,  1853.  Slie  is  a 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Pliojbe  Ann  Root. 

Mr.  CaiTier  continued  farming  in  Marengo 
Township,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  owned  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  flue  land,  eighty  of 
which  he  still  keeps  in  his  possession.  In  that 
township  he  has  held  many  of  the  offices  and  has 
served  with  especial  efficiency  as  Koad  Commis- 
sioner and  School  Inspector.  He  served  also  most 
olieerfuUy  and  satisfactorily  as  chorister  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  Rice's  Ci^eek  for 
twenty-live  years  and  has  been  a  member  of  that 
religious   body  since  he  was  ten  yeara  old.     The 
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work  of  a.  Sunday-sthool  Sut«i'iiit«iide»t  has  also 
been  liia  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  sv  oeutury.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  matters  of  public  iniporlance 
;ind  had  a  strong  faith  in  the  vitality  and  sound- 
ness of  the  Republican  party  to  which  Le  had  been 
long  attached.  Until  six  years  ago  he  became  a 
member  of  the^'rohibition  jiarty  which  he  now  eii- 
Ihnsia^tically  supports. 

Our  subject  ha-s  sold  a  pai't  of  his  farm  to  hi.-* 
daughter  and  her  husband,  Myi-on  Bolles.  who  livt: 
in  a  handsome  house  on  the  old  homestead.  Hr.  Car- 
rier has  built  for  himself  a  line  brick  residence  at 
the  corner  of  Seymour  and  Willow  Sti'eets  and  his 
brother-in-law,  William  E.  Robinson,  wlio  bought 
({uite  a  tmct  of  land  at  the  north  end  of  town  has 
built  for  himself  a  beautiful  home.  Near  the  home 
of  Mr.  Carrier  they  have  their  egg  establishment 
which  has  a  capacity  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dozen  eggs,  which  they  hold  in  vats  in  the  [wr- 
serving  liquor  until  they  desire  to  sell  them.  They 
live  building  up  a  line  tnule  in  tliiw  necc-sary  arti- 
i-le  of  commerce. 

Mr.  Carrier  has  also  made  a  sijet'ialty  of  buying 
and  selling  stock  and  has  engaged  iMirticularly  in 
letting  sheep,  having  had  a»  many  as  twenty-Hve 
hundred  sheep  lot  out  on  time.  The  lii-st  wife  of 
Mr.  CaiTier  died  January  31.  1888  leaving  n  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  namely;  Ella  May,  who  was 
born  July  3,  1858  and  is  now  Mr».  Bolles;  Wilbur 
().,  born  February  28,  1860,  and  is  now  a  IVesby- 
terian  minister  at  Wausau,  Wis.;  -Sai-ali  A..  lK)rn 
September  12,  1861,  now  Mi-s.  William  J.  Mc- 
Robei-ts,  of  Ironwood,  Mich.;  Merton  I!.,  lw)i-u 
February  20, 1866,  who  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
business  of  the  Lansing  ISpice  and  Extract  (Jom- 
pany;  and  Esther  M.,  wa.«  iKirnMay  13, 1868  and  is 
still  at  home.  Mr.  Carrier  Mid  the  members  of  his 
family  are  ideutified  with  the  members  of  the 
Pi-esbyterian  Chm-eh  of  this  city. 

The  present  Mrs.  Carrier  ]K>re  the  maiden  niimc 
of  8amh  McCollam,  and  was  bom  {September  12, 
184a,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter 
of  John  McCollam.  She  there  grew  to  matuiit*- 
and  taught  school  for  several  years  after  which  she 
married  Mr.  Elmer  fSlayton  of  that  place  in  1865 
and  came  to  Michigan  two  years  later.  Mr.  and 
Mrs,  Slayton  resided  at  Rice's  Creek,  where  he  car- 


ried on  a  farm  and  he  died  there  in  1885.  Her 
oldest  daughter  Ai'lone,  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Williams,  and  the  younger  daughter  Emma,  is  at 
home  with  her  mothei-. 


Il@'«@ll 


iF^ENNLS  COREV.  Among  the  old  settlers 
J  Jl)  now  become  the  retired  farmers  of  Ilam- 
{^J|*^  burg  Township,  Livingston  County,  we 
find  a  number  of  men  whose  abilities  and 
character  have  given  them  an  exceptional  standing 
in  the  community.  Their  migration  to  Michigan 
in  the  eaily  days  developed  through  hardship  and 
struggle  all  tluit  is  best  in  man,  and  by  their  pei-se- 
vei'ancc  and  sturdy  adhcrance  to  the  principles 
which  are  essential  to  success  under  such  circum- 
stances, they  attained  a  reputation  and  a  standing 
which  is  jiermanont.  Such  a  man  is  Dennis  Corey, 
wiio  resides  on  that  beautiful  section  <if  Hamburg 
Township,  which  lies  on  section  36. 

John  H.  Corey,  the  honoied  fatlicr  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1799.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  and  taught  for  many 
ycai-s,  although  he  was  by  avocation  a  farmer. 
Upon  leaving  his  native  home  he  went  to  Sai-a- 
toga,  N,  Y.,  and  remained  in  that  State  until  1831. 
when  he  uame  to  Michigan,  traveling  by  way  of 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Detroit  on  the 
boat  "Willian  Penn."  From  tliat  city  he  came 
through  the  forest  to  Nankin,  Wayne  County, 
where  lie  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  in  1836 
lie  bought  forty  additional  acres. 

Settling  on  the  eighty  acres  which  he  fli-st  pur- 
cliased,  he  proceeded  to  cut  logs  and  build  a  house. 
It  was  not  really  a  palatial  residence,  being  only 
J  8x22  feet  in  dimensions  with  log  walls,  stick 
chimney  with  clay-back  walls.  He  continued  to 
improve  his  property,  building  barns  and  houses 
and  setting  out  orchards,  and  in  course  of  time, 
having  made  this  property  quite  desirable,  sold  it 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Ma- 
son, Ingham  County.  This  was  a  new  farm  and 
upon  it  he  placed  a  house  and  barn  and  other  im- 
provements, and  having  thus   raised  its  value  sold 


,  Google 


468 


PORI'BAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


it  and  removed  to  Gmtiot  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased another  fai'm  and  remained  until  fhe  eiid 
of  his  days,  which  came  when  he  was  eighty-four 
years  and  two  months  old. 

About  the  year  1821,  John  Corey  had  married 
Miss  Paniey  Armstrong,  daughter  of  Jacob  Arm- 
strong, a  resident  of  New  York,  who  had  come 
from  Connecticut,  and  who  had  two  sons  and 
thi-ee  daughtcj-s,  of  whom  Pai-ney  was  the  third  in 
age  and  was  born  about  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century.  To  John  and  Parney  Coi-ej  wei-e 
given  six  ehildi'cn,  who  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween sons  and  daughtei-s,  and  of  whom  Dennis 
was  second  in  order  of  age,  being  bom  January 
18,1824.  She  died  about  the  year  1833.  After 
the  death  of  his  fii-st  wife  the  father  of  our  subject 
was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage,  being  joined 
to  Roxa  Ferguson,  daughter  of  James  Ferguson, 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  from 
\'ermont,  and  Roxa,  who  was  born  about  the  year 
1807,  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  nine  children. 
To  her  were  born  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  atill  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  )md  but  few  advan- 
tages for  an  education,  but  improved  those  few 
with  vigor  and  interest.  When  twenty  years  old 
he  began  for  himself  by  working  out  by  the  month 
in  Ann  Arbor,  He  had  a  taste  for  mechanics  and 
soon  attained  skill  in  that  department  of  work 
and  at  twenty-four  he  began  to  run  a  stationary 
engine,  and  in  J  850  had  accumulated  enough 
means  to  purchase  land,  buying  eighty  acres  in 
Hamburg  Township,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
twenty  more.  The  farm  was  not  in  a  very  good 
condition,  although  it  was  cleared,  but  had  upon 
it  poor  fences  and  neither  buildings  nor  orchards. 
Four  yeai-s  after  his  purchase  of  this  property  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Luzetta,  daughter  of 
Heman  Lake.  Mr.  Lake  had  a  large  family  and 
Luzetta,  who  was  the  eighth  child,  was  born  in 
1835.  To  our  subject  was  bom  by  this  union  one 
daugliter,  to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  his  mother, 
Parney.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Banghard 
^and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons.  Mrs.  Luzetta 
Corey  was  called  from  her  earthly  home  in  1858. 
Mr.  Corey  made  his  second  matrimonial  alliance 
in  1860,  taking  as  his  wife,  Catherine,  daughter  of 


"Peter  Corey,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  re- 
moved to  New  York  in  his  eai-ly  manhood  where 
Catherine  was  born  in  1824,  the  youngest  of  his 
five  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
well-known  integrity  and  reliability  of  Mr.  Corey 
has  given  him  the  universal  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  and  to  him  has  been  intrusted  for  twenty 
years  tlie  responsible  oflice  of  Treasurer  of  his 
school  district.  He  is  entcrest«d  in  political  move- 
ments and  voteft  the  I>emoci'atie  ticket  To  his 
son-in-law  he  has  consigned  the  management  of 
his  fai-m,  and  he  hat  built  for  himself  a  beautiful 
liome  whei-e  he  and  his  good  wife  dwell  at  peace 
with  all  the  world. 

'li^AYID  STODARD  is  a  prominent  farmer 
I  11)  in  Leroy  Township,  the  tract  which  he 
^^^  operates  being  located  on  section  34.  Like 
so  many  other  settlers  in  Ingham  County, 
he  is  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  his  natal 
day  having  been  January  13,  1830.  He  is  a  son 
of  Rensselaer  and  Hannah  Stodard,  who  were  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  He  was  the  third 
child  in  order  of  birth,  and  gi'ew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State  and  county.  From  earliest  boy- 
hood he  was  engaged  in  farming,  so  that  in  later 
yeai-s,  when  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resouixes. 
he  had  but  to  strike  out  for  himself,  the  experience 
being  already  his.  He  received  the  educational 
advantages  common  to  boys  at  that  time,  who 
lived  in  a  rural  district.  He  attended  the  district 
sclioois,  and  was  there  prepared  for  the  practical 
work  of  a  business  career. 

Naturally  of  a  bnght  and  assimilative  nature, 
the  original  of  our  sketch  acquired  more  in  actual 
and  practical  experience  than  over  his  text  books 
in  school.  He  has  been  a  deep  reader  from  young 
manhood  and  has  to  a  great  extent  made  up  the 
deficiencies  in  his  early  education,  being  an  intel- 
ligent and  well-informed  man.  February  22,  1851. 
Mr,  Stodard  was  married,  in  New  York  State,  to 
Miss  Amanda  Sackett,  a  native  also  of  that  State, 
and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Sackett,  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.     To  them  were  born  three  children,  who  now 
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hold  responsible  and  respected  positions  in  life. 
They  are  by  name  Burdett,  Curtis  and  Im<^ene, 
The  eldest  child  is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Mead.  Our  subject  enlisted  February  13,  1865, 
in  Company  C,  Eleventli  Michigan  Infantry,  He 
was  appointed  to  do  guard  duty  at  Chattanooga 
and  also  at  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  at  Knoxville. 
September  l^  1865,  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge and  returned  to  his  home. 

In  January,  1865,  our  subject  emigrated  with 
his  family  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  and  located 
in  I^roy  Township.  In  1873  they  removed  to 
the  present  farm  which  comprises  one  hundred 
acres  of  good  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a 
good  class  of  buildings.  His  residence  is  neat  and 
atli'ftetive  and  kept  up  in  excellent  order,  as  are 
also  the  bartis  and  outhouses  on  the  place.  They 
speak  more  for  the  mftnagement  of  the  owner  than 
pages  of  pereonal  eulogy  could  do.  His  fields  are 
well  tilled  and  he  owns  some  of  the  latest  and 
most  approved  labor-saving  machines  in  the  way 
of  agricultm-al  implemi^nts. 

Mr,  Stodard  is  worthy  of  greiit  praise  for  the 
success  that  he  has  made  of  life,  fur  he  has  had 
many  disadvantages  to  contend  with  and  no  aid 
whatever,  except  tbat  within  his  own  famili',  con- 
sisting of  kind  and  encouraging  words  from  bis 
partner  and  helpmate  in  life.  He  lias  been  very 
active  in  local  affairs  concerning  the  district.  He 
is  now  serving  on  the  School  Board  as  Modei'ator, 
Our  subject  has  cleared  two  farms,  and  the  place 
in  which  he  now  resides  he  enteri?d  upon  when  it 
was  entirely  unimproved. 


i^-R-l 


,*»,ffl  OLOMON  T.  LYON.  Although  death  has 
^^^  laid  his  chill  hands  upon  the  heart  of  Mr. 
'£/j|  Lyon  and  stilled  the  pulse  of  the  machine, 
"~  there  is  still  living  the  spirit  which  charac- 
terized each  act  of  his  daily  life  with  nobility  and 
beauty.  Although  not  a  native  of  this  State,  all 
of  his  thinking  years  were  connected  most  closely 
with  its  growth  and  development.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  Michigan  when  only  one  year  old 


and  here  attained  his  manhood  and  took  upon 
himself  the  holy  bond  of  matrimony,  establishing 
a  home  over  which  she  who  is  now  his  widow 
reigns, 

Mr.  Lyon  was  born  at  Pultney,  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  1,  1835.  His  boyhood  days  were, 
'  however,  spent  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  growing 
up  as  a  pioneer.  After  flnishing  a  course  of  study 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  district  in  which  he 
lived,  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  offered  by  the 
college  of  Michigan,  which  was  located  at  Kalama- 
zoo. After  finishing  his  college  course  he  taught 
school  until  1864.  At  this  time  he  enlisted  as 
Second  Lieutenant  bi  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment 
of  infantry.  1-ater  he  was  promoted  to  the  post 
of  Captain  and  served  in  this  ea|)acity  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Detroit 
and  received  an  honorable  discharge.  During  his 
war  experience  he  was  thrice  taken  prisoner.  He 
participated  in  every  battle  in  which  his  regiment 
took  part  after  entering  tlie  army  until  the  surren- 
der of  Gen,  Lee. 

After  Mr,  Lyon  returned  fi-om  the  war  for  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Tjivingston 
County  and  after  that  was  elected  the  County 
Clerk,  in  which  posititm  he  continued  for  a  ?pnce 
of  two  ^yean*.  The  organization  of  the  life  and 
flie  insurance  company  in  the  city  of  Howell, 
was  largely  due  to  his  influence  and  interest.  For 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  journalistic  work, 
having  purchased  in  1871,  in  partnership  with  J. 
D.  Smith,  the  Livingston  County  Beimblicart,  which 
he  conducted  for  two  years.  The  next  ten  years 
he  was  engaged  by  the  Johnson  Publishing  Co.,  of 
Xew  York  in  work  on  Johnson's  Natural  History, 
and  in  this  way  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  literary 
work  of  that  class. 

September  30,  1860,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Rumsay,  a  daughter  of 
William  C.  and  Permilla  (Henry)  Rumsay.  Prior 
to  her  maiTiage,  Mrs.  Lyon  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  a  period  of  sixteen  years  and  after  her 
marriage  she  taught  with  her  husband  one  year  at 
the  Union  School  at  Grass  I^ake,  Mich.  Mrs.  Lyon 
is  a  woman  with  unusual  educational  and  literary 
attainments.  Every  act  is  chai'acterized  by  delicacy 
and  refinement.     Capt.  Lyon  was  a  very  promi- 
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iient  man  in  the  county  in  nhidi  he  lived  and  om; 
of  tlie  bravest  soldiei-s  that  ever  went  out  ffojii 
this  diati-ict.  Ilis  death  occurred  Deeemljer  30, 
1S90.  Jle  left  n  wife  and  five  children  to  mourn 
hi«  \oein.  A  local  i«iper  say«  the  fnneral  of  t'aj>t, 
I^yon  was  lai^ely  attended.  The  [services  were 
con<liicted  in  accordance  with  the  ritual  of  the 
Union  ^'ct«rans'  Union,  while  members  of  the  Fifth 
Alichigan  act«d  as  i»all  trearei's.  The  command 
[tassod  earnest  resolutions  of  tribute  to  his  merit 
as  n  soldier  and  a  citizen  and  of  condolence  with 
hif  bereaved  family.  In  the  decease  of  C!apt.  L\i>n 
ii  brave  conii-ade,  a  tine  citizen,  a  loving  and  loved 
husband  and  father  has  answered  the  i-oll  call  of 
the  (-treat  Commander.  In  his  political  likinj;  he 
was  a  follower  of  the  llepublican  (>arty  and  he 
with  his  wife  was  a  memter  or  the  liaptist  Church. 
Tiie  little  brood  of  five  children  were  welcomed 
to  the  heai'ts  and  lieartlistone  of  their  parents' 
liome.  Tliey  are  by  name,  William  1).,  Abi$rail, 
.lames  A.,  Jennie  and  Mary  H.  Mi's.  Lyon's  pa- 
rents wei«  early  settlei-s  of  Micliisftn,  coming  ti> 
(ii-een  Oak,  Livingston  County,  in  ]HJ!(i.  At  that 
time  the  father  of  the  family  took  up  land  and 
elearinf;  ofi'  a  portion  of  his  tract,  built  a  log 
house.  He  remained  i>n  the  place  a  short  time 
and  then  removed  to  Oceola  Township  whei-e  he 
built  a  sawmill  and  acquired  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  lie  came  to  Howell  about  m4fi  and 
was  s<ion  after  elected  R«j(ist«r  of  Deeds  for  four 
years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was  elected 
County  Treasurer  and  held  this  jxeition  for  four 
years  also.  He  occupied  the  various  positions  of 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Sui>ervisor  for  a  numhei- 
of  years,  at  the  same  time  engaging  m  tlie  mer- 
cantile business.  With  his  other  business  he  con- 
nected that  of  insurance,  and  was  also  activel,\- 
engaged  in  municipal  affairs  until  old  age  came 
uixin  him  and  he  retired  from  active  ba«iness. 
His  wife  depart«<I  this  life  February  a.  1884,  'nic.\- 
reared  a  family  of  eight  cliildi-en,  the  widow  of  our 
subject  being  the  eldest.  Following  her  came  An- 
drew J,,  Boyal  H.,  William  D.,  Ijcwis  C,  Chauncy 
(i,,  Bci-t  C.,  and  Franklin  W.  The  parents  have 
been  connected  with  the  Baptist  Cihuix;]!  foi-  many 
years  and  have  been  generous  supporters  of  the 
(rospel  work  in  this  district.     Mrs.  Lyon's |jaternal 


gi-andfatlier  was  Klisha  Rumsay  of  Connecticut. 
He  came  at  «u  early  date  to  Michigan,  and  with  a 
man  named  Allen  laid  out  the  city  of  Ann  Arlior. 
Elisha  Rumsay  died  in  1827. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  the  late  Capt.  Lyon 
is  presented  on  another  page  and  perpetuates  thi^ 
lineaments  of  a  valiant  soldier,  whose  memory  will 
ever  lie  i-evered  by  his  countrynicn. 


S(_^  IKAiM  K,  KEKD.  .Studeiits  of  c^^onomics 
Y]j(j  tell  us  that  the  flnancial  prosperity  and 
JL^  indeed  safety  of  the  country  is  Imsed  upon 
^g]  the  simple  integrity  and  business  prompt- 
itude of  individuals.  If  all  men  realized,  as  they 
should,  the  obligations  which  rest  upon  them  to 
meet  every  financial  call  and  every  just  demand 
with  an  immediate  response,  no  amount  of  disas- 
tci's  ov  large  catastrophes  could  demomlize  the 
tinancial  standing  of  our  great  centei-s.  When  we 
find  a  man  who  does  realize  this  truth  and  makes 
it  his  aim  to  meet  every  pecuniary  demand  with 
promptitude,  we  honor  him  and  see  in  him  one  of 
the  safeguards  of  the  prosperity  of  us  all.  Such 
a  man  is  Mr.  Hiram  Iteed,  whose  home  is  on  see- 
ti<m  HI,  Marion  Township,  Jjivingston  County. 

I'hito    I..  Reed,    the    father  of   our    subject,  wa,'' 
born    in    Cortland    County,  N.   Y.,  in  1812,    and 
aft«r  receiving  a  common-school  education  started 
out  at  an  early  age   to   work  for  othei's,  choosing 
farming  as  his  life  work.     About  the   year  1833 
he  married  Martha  Messenger,  daughter  of  .lahial 
and  Mary  (Chaplain)  Messenger,  both  \ei-montei's 
by  birth,  who  had  two  sons  and  two  danghtei-s,  <if 
whom  Martha  was  the  eldest,  lieing  born  in    181 1. 
In  18-^6  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Micli- 
]gan  by  way   of  Canada,  and  when   they   passed 
through   Detroit  on   their   way  to  Jackson    they 
left  all  tiieir  goods   there,  which   were   unfortun- 
I  ately  destroyed  by  fire.     Reaching  Jackson,  they 
I  bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  which  they  after- 
ward sold  and  removed  to  Ingham  County,  where 
j   they  bought  eighty  acres  which  were  subsequently 
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exchanged  for  eiglity  acres  on  section  1,  Marion 
Townsliip,  where  the  father  still  lives  and  now 
lias  an  estate  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  a^res. 
Our  subject  is  tlie  eldest  son  in  their  family  of 
ttiree  daugliters  and  five  sons. 

riiilo  L.  Reed  and  wife  are  prominent  in  social 
and  church  circles,  being  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Churcli,  where  Mr.  Beed  is  an  Elder,  and 
was  for  many  yeara  the  efficient  and  much  be- 
loved Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  in  his 
school  district.  He  is  a  man  of  affairs,  being  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  lias  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  High- 
way Commissioner.  To  his  son  he  gave  an  excel-  , 
lent  common-school  education,  supplementing  it 
with  a  High  School  course  and  one  year  in  the 
University  of  Michigan.  At  twenty-one  the  young 
man  began  as  a  teacher  in  the  common  schools, 
after  which  he  was  called  to  a  position  in  the  vil- 
lage schools,  occupying  the  teaclier's  desk  for 
eighteen  years,  most  of  the  time  in  Marion  and 
adjoining  townships. 

The  happy  wedded  life  of  Hiram  Reed  began 
when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old  as  he  was  tlien  | 
united  with  Rebecca  E., -daughter  of  George  and  [ 
Rebecca  (Walter)  Tubbs.  These  parents  were  New  ! 
Yorkers  by  birth  and  had  nine  children.  Their  i 
daughter,  Rebecca,  who  was  boi-n  in  1847,  was  the  ; 
youngest  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  ! 
loin  five  (.hildien  namel>  Hiir^  E  Chailc-  P  | 
C  larence  A     Tulia  N  and  James  L 

Big  Rapids  was  for  one  \eai  the  home  of  jui 
sulject  and  he  afteiwaid  came  to  Miiion  and 
1  f  ught  the  farm  of  one  hundied  acies  upon  which 
he  now  lesides  Both  he  and  his  intelligent  (Htm 
[anion  aie  active  workers  in  the  Piesbyttiian 
(.hurch  "tt  Howell  Mr  Reed  is  a  teachei  in  the 
Bible  Class  of  the  INcith  Maiiun  Sundai  chool 
and  a  thoiough  going  Sunday  school  man  being 
theSecietai\  of  the  Livingston  tountj  Sunday 
Mhool  Association  He  is  a  membei  cf  the  Fiee 
ind  \ccepted  Masons  and  is  alio  connected  with  | 
the  Pations  of  Industry  and  the  1  irmti-s  Alliance 
He  IS  a  Demociat  m  piinciple  but  on  local  mat- 
ters \otcs  mdependenth 

^o  woik  of  Ml    Reed  s  is  moie  noith>  of  ccn 
sideration  than  what  he   has   done  in  connection   | 


with  the  schools  of  this  and  adjoining  townships. 
His  yeare  of  teaching  gave  him  an  insight  into 
the  needs  of  both  teachera  and  pupils,  and  pi-e- 
pai-ed  him  to  understand  better  the  duties  of  the 
people  to  the  school.  For  many  yeai-s  he  filled 
satisfactorily  the  office  of  Township  School  In- 
spector and  afterward  Township  Superintendent 
of  Schools.  His  influence  has  ever  been  for  pro- 
gressive methods  and  for  co-operation  between 
school  officers  and  teachers,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  School  Examiners  he  has 
been  of  great  service  to  Livingston  County.  He 
been  upon  this  board  for  eight  years  and  for 
three  years  was  their  Secretary  (an  office  which 
corresponds  to  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  other  States),  and  is  still  acting  as  Township 
School  Inspector. 

As  a  fai'mer,  Mr.  Reed  has  devoted  himself 
largely  to  fine  stock  and  fruit.  In  1889  he  bought 
thirteen  registered  Shropshire  sheep  and  has  taken 
much  interest  in  the  development  of  this  branch 
of  stock-raising.  He  now  has  over  twenty  of  this 
breed  and  has  sold  some  among  his  neighbors.  In 
1888  he  began  the  raising  of  fruit  and  planted 
one  thousand  peach  trees,  two  hundred  pear  trees 
and  quite  an  amount  of  small  fruits- — in  all  this 
work  showing  himself  efficient  and  successful. 


»^*)NOCH  SMllH  Although  having  pa-ssed 
11^  the  thiee  quartei  mile  post  on  the  centen- 
Jl^S  aiian  load  our  subject  is  still  a  very  active 
business  man  m  towlerville,  Livingston  County, 
beini^  a  capitalist  of  Kige  caliber,  who  loans  money 
on  faim  or  city  securities,  being  himself  a  retired 
faiK^r  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  having  been 
boin  in  Coitland  County,  August  10,  181 5,  and 
being  a  son  of  Robeit  and  Amaty  (Smith)  Smith, 
natives  of  Vhohaiie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Rhode 
Island  lespectively  Ihey  were  married  in  the 
first  named  State  m  whn,h  Robert  Smith  had  been 
reated  as  a  farmer  there  receiving  his  educaticn. 
Our  subject  s  fathei  engaged  in  the  agricultuiiil 
calling  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan,  which  step  he 
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took  ill  I s;iB,  SL'ttlin^  immediately  at  Wliitc  Oak, 
Iiifjiiam  County  and  eiigagiiifr  in  farminfr.  He 
hiiilt  a  log  house  on  the  ti-act  that  he  took  up  from 
the  Oovcmment.  This  was  later  substituted  by  a 
more  Multstantial  building  and  there  the  paients 
lived  mitil  their  decefli<e.  The  Democratic  party 
iw-eived  tlie  politieg.1  favoi'  of  liobert  Smith,  tliat 
tiannonizing  with  his  idea  of  personal  right  and 
liberty.  Our  subjcet'spateraal  graudparents  were 
Robert  and  (iraec  Smith.  Tiiey  were  of  English 
birth  and  aneesti-y  and  came  to  America  just 
liefoi-e  the  lievolutionary  War,  wliich  the  former 
joined  and  wiw  appointed  Orderly  Sergeant.  He 
secured  from  the  (joverument  six  liuiidi-etl  and 
forty  aoreis  of  land  and  touted  the  same  in  the 
township  of  CHncinnattuc,  Cortland  County,  N.  V. 
His  ohildi-en  wei-e  John,  Robert,  William,  Amoii, 
l^iiive,  Polly  and  Befsy. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  <ino  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  Those  now  living  are  Kntxh, 
Ai'sula,  who  is  now  Mrs.  I'ost,  Delilah,  who  is  now 
Mi-s.  Jewell,  William  H.  and  Willard.  Spending  his 
younger  days  on  tlie  home  fai-m  (mr  suiijeet  re- 
ceived the  advantages  to  be  enjoyed  at  the  distiict 
schools  in  the  vicinity.  He  remained  at  home  giv- 
ing his  father  his  time  as  was  then  customary  until 
lie  reached  his  majority,  after  which  lie  came  to 
Micliigan,  arriving  in  the  then  territory  duringtiie 
month  of  May,  when  everything  was  in  its  pristine 
beauty.  He  located  a  ti'act  of  land  in  White  Oak 
Township,  Ingham  County  and  then  returned  l-iast 
and  in  Sept«mlier  of  the  same  year  came  back  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents  and  their  children.  He 
located  eighty  acres  for  himself  in  tlie  heavy  tim- 
ber openings,  firat  building  a  li^  house  16x20  feet 
ill  dimensions.  Tliie  was  his  home  for  about  eigh- 
teen yeare,  although  he  later  erected  a  fine  resi- 
dence witli  accessory  buildings,  and  increased  his 
farm  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  upon  which 
he  kept  giaded  sheep,  blooded  horses  and  cows. 

Mr,  Smith  continued  to  reside  on  his  beautiful 
farm  until  18«3,  when  he  removed  to  Fowlerville, 
where  he  owns  some  property.  He  bought  a  resi- 
dence on  (Irand  River  Street  and  now  maki^  his 
home  there.  He  owns  a  fine  store  building  and  is 
now  erecting  a  double  brick  block  for  stores.  He 
also  owns  other  land  in  Livingston  Couiitj',  While 


still  engaged  in  farming  he  was  ele^'tcd  Ui  several 
official  positions.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
seven  yeai-s  and  Assessor  and  Constable,  holding  all 
the  school  offices  given  in  this  county, 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  was  mamed  in  184(1 
tti  Miss  ('arolme  Wright.  She  did  not,  however, 
live  long  to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  their  domestic 
life.  By  a  second  marriage  he  was  united  to  Miss 
Samh  J.  Wright  of  L'nadilla,  Livingston  County. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Walter  and  Hannah  (Hul)- 
l>ard)  Wright,  natives  of  Onondaga  County,  N.  V,, 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  IH.'iO.at  which  time  they 
settled  in  Lhiadilla.  The  father  was  a  fai-mer  and 
he  and  his  wife  continued  their  resider?  at  the 
place  that  they  at  fii'st  located  upon  until  their  de- 
cease. They  had  a  family-  of  ten  children.  They 
ai-e  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:  Betsey  A.,  Lydia, 
i>avina,  William,  Lyman,  James,  ■  Demi  is,  Daniel, 
she,  who  is  now  Mrs,  Smith,  and  Walter,  'llie  father 
was  a  l>emocrat  and  lioth  be  and  his  wife  with 
some  of  their  childi-en  wci-e  members  of  Ihe  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Oliuivh. 

Of  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  which  our  sub- 
ject has  I«xm  father,  nine  are  now  living,  having 
attained  manhood  and  womanhood  and  holding 
high  and  honorable  jjositions  wherever  their  lotj* 
ai-e  east,  lltey  are  Frank,  Mary,  Alice,  Burt, 
Belle,  Homer,  Hoi-toii,  Hoyd  and  Ford,  Fi-ank 
married  Miss  Agnes  Bakewell  and  is  the  father  of 
tliree  children — Yaple,  Temple  and  a  little  one 
who  is  not  yet  named,  Mary  married  Mr,  (>,  H. 
Mclntyi-e  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Glenn,  Ethel,  Benjamin  L.  and  Florence.  Alice  is 
now  Mi-s.  Stowe  and  has  two  children — Hazel  and 
Claude.  Burt  married  Millie  Carpenter.  Belle  is 
now  .\Ii-s,  Ijauglilin.  Homer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hattie  Bliss  and  is  the  father  of  tvn. 
children — Bliss  and  a  baby  not  yet  named.  Morton 
is  the  hu8ban<I  of  Miss  May  Wood;  they  are  the 
parents  of   one  child — Blanche. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  take  pleasure  in  here 
giving  ft  sketch  belongs  to  the  Prohibitionist 
party,  feeling  that  the  pi-inciples  that  that  party 
holds  are  the  ones  that  tend  most  to  the  purity  and 
long  standing  of  our  Govei-nment.  Foi'  many  years 
he  has  been  intimately  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  In  their  church  relations  he  and  his  wife 
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liflong  to  the  Metliodist  Eiiiscopal  deiioniinitlioii 
(if  wlikli  \yody  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees  at  Paikere' 
t'tunei-s  in  Iosco  Township.  Mr.  Smith  has  aceu- 
nuiUted  a  handsome  fortune  by  his  prudence  and 
foresight.  He  iias  a  vivid  retollection  of  tlie  dis- 
advantages of  pioneer  life,  of  the  days  when  he  was 
obliged  to  go  tO^)exter,  a  distance  of  tweiity-flve 
miles  from  his  home  to  market  He  also  remembeit* 
when  it  was  nothing  to  t)oast  of  to  kill  sevei-al 
(leer.  Although  sxifferijig  man)'  of  the  inconveni- 
ences incident  to  that  time  in  a  new  country  lie 
sayH  he  has  never  seen  the  time  when  he  went  to 
lied  liiingry  and  has  always  had  snftleient  clothing 
to  keep    himself  comfortable,  its  any   man   miglit 


&ON.  FKANK  U.  -lOlLNSON^Mayor  of  the 
J  capital  city,  is  one  of  the  most  pi'ominent 
retell  groc'Ci's  in  Central  Alicliigan,  having 
also  a  wholesale  department  of  fruits  and 
oysteif.  .\lthongh  he  is  (jne  of  the  liiisiest  of  men 
ill  lii.i  own  line  of  Imsiness,  he  is  loyal  tohisotHcial 
iliities,  and  gjvee  genei-onsty  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion in  that  dii'ectiun. 

Mayor  .Toliiisoit,  whose  ijortrait  appeaiw  on  the 
opposite  iMige,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  being  born 
April  21.  1K52.  lie  is  a  son  of  Daniel  B.  .lobnsou. 
who  was  one  of  the  early  pioneei-s  in  this  vicinity, 
coming  here  in  I84H  fi-om  Tompkins  County,  N. 
v.,  which  wa«  his  birthplace  and  early  home.  There 
be  married  inhisyoungnianhood  flaysMissElmina 
Topping.  With  her  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
he  came  West  and  entered  a  farm  just  north  of  the 
town,  it  being  partially  cleared.  He  c-oiitiuued  to 
live  there  until  l«Sfl,  and  the  old  farm  place  wa.s 
also  the  phicc  of  nativity  of  our  subject. 

Soon  aftei-  the  birlh  of  our  subject,  his  fnthei- 
puictmsed  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
within  the  city  Irmilf  of  Lansing,  and  ivmoved 
with  his  family  ii|K)ii  the  place.  He  continued 
farming  until  IHi)l,wlieii    lie  i-etired  from  active 


life,  detci 


liis  latter  da,' 


I   the 


serenity  of  peace  and  freedom  fi-om  business  i.'ares. 
His  wife  still  survives  and  is  liis loving  companion 
in  the  afternoon  of  life.  Prank  B.  .lohiison  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  lou- 
sing, linishing  at  the  Agricultural  (.'ollege,  aftei' 
which  he  tvok  a  course  in  the  business  college  at 
(irand  Rapids.  Soon  aftei'ward  he  commenced 
operating  in  small  fiuits  and  a  vineyard,  and 
continued  thus  engaged  for  ten  years.  He  then 
launched  into  his  present  business  at  his  jjreseut 
location,  and  has  continued  sticcessfully  ever  since. 

Prior  to  his  election  to  the  iMayoralty.  our  sub- 
ject was  elected  Alderman  fi-om  the  Sixth  Ward, 
and  served  for  four  years,  begnining  his  term  in 
IH«.i.  Ill  IHUOhis  poinilarity  as  a  man  and  the 
contidence  that  is  rejwsed  in  him  iis  a  pul)tic  sei- 
vanl.  was  evinced  by  his  election  as  Mayor.  In 
18S)i  lie  was  re-eleeted  and  holds  the  office  at  the 
present  time,  discharging  tlie  executive  function  in 
a  manner  that  is  highly  creditable  to  himself  and 
to  Hie  lity, 

Mr.  .loliiLsoii  wiif  manicd  December  211.  1K8H,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Overholt,  of  Vevay  Townsliip,  Ing- 
ham t'ounty.  Mrs.  ■lohnson  is  a  prepua^essing, 
agreeable  and  cultured  lady,  who  is  devoted  to  her 
family,  hut  who  is  thoroughly  convei-sant  with  the 
topics  of  the  times,  and  fond  of  the  liest  class  of 
literature,  and  appreciative  of  line  art.  S|ie  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters,  l^'raiu'  and  Floienco. 
Politically  Mr.  .lohnson  is  a  stancb  mid  influential 
1  )einocrat. 


.  ^^mmi-^^^^^^< 


OUN  BL'RNETT.  It  is  with  genuine  ple.as- 
ure  that  the  biographer  takes  u|)  the  theme 
of  a  life  which  has  blossomed  into  success 
and  broad  achievemoutsalthoughthe  clouds 
of  adversity  and  hai-dship  gathered  over  its  iiicet>- 
tioii.  When  one  sees  a  man  of  diameter  and  abil- 
ity in  jiosscssion  of  an  elegant  home  and  Farm,  en- 
joying a  just  meed  of  influence  and  standing  in  the 
community,  and  knows  that  he  has  leached  this 
point  from  :i  boyhood  which  piomised  nothing 
cscepl  through   his  own  nght   hand    aiid  sturd,\' 
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heart,  it  is  a  pleasure  also  to  recoi'd  that  that  boy- 
hood was  marked  by  acts  of  unflinching  indiistry 
and  brave  self  denial  for  the  sake  of  a  mother  and 
sisters,  and  that  his  success  is  not  due  to  iiiivlng 
wronged  othere  or  disregarded  the  claims  of  a 
common  humanity. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  H,  1830,  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Nelson  Buraett. 
a  btacksmitli  by  trade,  who  made  his  home  in 
Dntohess  County,  N.  Y.,  died  in  1844,  leaving  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Foreman,  in 
destitute  circumstances  so  that  the  boy  of  fourteen 
naturally  became  tlie  main  stay  of  the  family.  8he 
is  now  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  and  having  been 
a  professing  Christian  since  she  was  a  girl  of  nine- 
teen, can  look  back  with  gratitude  over  a  long  ex- 
perience of  the  goodness  of  God  who  has  carried 
her  triiimphantly  through  Jier  days  of  trial.  Her 
early  church  connection  was  with  the  Free  Presby- 
terians, but  she  is  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Eight  of  her  nine  children  are 
still  living  to  cheer  her  later  and  declining  years. 
The  ancestry  of  this  family  is  of  Holland  stock  and 
can  be  traced  back  for  many  generations. 

Our  subject  had  his  birth  in  the  village  of  East 
Rush,  N,  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  yeare  went  to 
live  with  an  uncle  who  died  about  the  same  time 
that  the  father  of  the  boy  passed  away,  so  that  the 
little  fellow  was  now  really  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  and  began  to  work  for  neighboring  far- 
tners,  receiving  17  per  month  for  his  work.  He 
contmued  thus  for  four  yeare  and  then  spent  two 
yeare  on  the  railroad,  wherc  he  was  foreman  and 
received  good  pay.  He  witnes'^ed  some  pretty 
lively  times  during  this  period,  as  railroading 
always  brings  with  it  a  rush  and  bustle  of  excite- 
ment which  to  a  farmer  boy  opens  a  new  vista. 
During  all  this  time  he  faithfully  sent  home  his 
earnings  for  the  support  of  hLs  mother  and  sisters, 
except  what  he  absolutely  needed  for  clothes  and 
schooling,  which  he  considered  equally  the  necessi- 
ties of  life. 

The  young  man  came  to  Michigan  in  1854,  and 
worked  for  five  yearh  at  a  good  salary  for  Gov, 
Kinifsley  S.  Bingham,  who  was  a  United  States 
Senator  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  was  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  duringthat  period.     In  1861  he 


purcltosed  his  present  farm  on  section  6,  Green  Oak 
Township.  This  was  then  all  wild  land,  he  had  to 
cut  down  trees  and  grub  out  roots  to  make  a  spot 
for  his  garden,  and  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  fence 
around  the  entire  farm  before  he  could  raise  a  crop, 
as  the  land  all  around  him  was  vacant  and  wild 
game  was  too  plentiful  for  crops  to  be  left  in  safety 
to  ttieir  tender  mercies.  He  split  every  lail  that 
was  used  iii>on  his  farm  and  built  a  log  house,  and 
his  only  team  for  thi-ee  yeare  wa.«  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  the  proud  i>os- 
sessor  of  a  horse.  He  jiaid  $10  an  acre  for  his 
land,  for  which  he  has  since  refused  $60. 

The  happy  marriage  into  which  he  entered  on 
tJie  7th  of  January,  1861,  united  him  with  Miss 
Margai-ct  Hawthonie,  a  native  of  Cou3it,\-  Down, 
Ii-eland,  who  came  to  America  with  her  father, 
Edward  Hawthorne,  in  1857.  They  made  their 
home  in  Brighton.  The  mother  having  previously 
died,  in  1840,  and  the  father,  who  was  a  linen 
weaver  by  trade  hved  until  the  year  of  1884. 

Our  subject  was  reared  a  Whig  but  wai  one  of 
the  first  to  join  the  Republican  ranks  soon  after 
the  organization  of  the  party,  and  trained  under 
the  banner  of  Gov.  Bingham.  Both  he  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  active  membei-s  of  the  Ptesby- 
terian  Church  at  Brighton.  He  raises  excellent 
stock  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Shropshire  lamb^. 
He  has  ninety-seven  acres  of  land  wliicii  he  ha^ 
himself  cleai-ed  and  improved. 


iTpjjOBERT  C.  MARSHALL.  The  owner  of 
\viic  the  finely-cultivated  tract  of  land  on  sec- 
J!'  \V,  tione  33  and  84,  Unadilla  Township,  Liv- 
'^)  ingeton  County,  is  he  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  son  of  Archibald 
and  Mai^ret  M.  (Craig)  Marshall,  botli  natives  of 
.Scotland,  the  former  a  weaver  by  trade.  Tbey  were 
married  in  their  native  land,  and  there  rcsided 
until  IH.'lSfWhen  they  came  to  America  and  settled 
at  Tarryville,  Conn.,  rcniaining  there  until  1838. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  on 
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tilie  farm  wliicli  our  Mulijent  now  owns.  At  firat  it 
c'umpri^ifcd  but  flfty-six  acres  of  wild  land.  Arelii- 
bald  Marshall  here  built  a  small  frame  lioiise  mid 
Itegtin  the  woi'k  of  tilling  the  soil,  it  lieiughin  fli-st 
iigrienltiirnl  ex[)erienee. 

Kitlier  our  subject's  father  was  endowed  with 
extraordinary  ability  as  a  farmer  or  uature  t^niilerl 
ii|)On  liis  efforts,  foi'  beginning'  with  so  little,  he 
was  the  owner  of  three  liundred  acres  of  good  land 
before  his  death,  and  had  one  hundred  and  lifty 
acres  under  cultivation,  lie  died  in  18f>6,  atthe 
iige  of  t.ixty-six  years,  ilis  wife,  our  subject's 
niotiiei-,  |ia^ed  away  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  yeai-s.  Th'ey  were  the  parent»tof  six  children, 
two  only  living  at  the  present  time.  The  religious 
training  received  by  our  subject  in  his  youth  was 
that  of  the  Presbyterian  Chureh,  his  parents  l>eing 
inemt)ei's  of  that  Itody,  the  father  \teu\g  a  liiieral 
.-idpporter  of  gos|)el  work.  Politicaliy  he  was  an 
active  Kepnblican,  and  his  judgment  was  recog- 
nized as  superior  in  the  county  in  goveninientat 
affairs.  In  18r)9  he  wais  Snpe.i-visor  of  the  town- 
^lii|t  of  Inadilla. 

Although  ijhysicftily  a  small  man.  of  delicate 
mold,  -^ivhibald  Maishall  was  a  sueeejis  as  a 
farmer;  not  that  he  employed  so  much  physical 
strengh  in  hiti  work,  I'athei'  bunging  fine  manage- 
ment to  his  aid  in  carrying  on  his  farm.  He  gave 
his  cliildren  the  liest  possible  educational  advant- 
ages that  could  be  obtained,  especially  the  younger 
ones.  Our  tiubjoct  was  l)orn  July  29,1833.  'Hic 
pliice  of  his  nativity  was  in  Connecticut,  and  he. 
was  born  shortly  after  the  family  arrived  in  Amer- 
ica. He  was  five  years  old  when  his  parents  came 
t()  Michigan.  He  distinctly  i-emembere  the  In- 
dians and  the  plenitude  of  game,  both  lai'ge  and 
!small.  Ills  parents  were  very  poor  on  coming 
here,  and  bad  to  borrow  money  to  buy  flour, 
jiovk,  etc. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  a  meagre 
ilistrict-school  education,  beginning  to  help  on  the 
farm  as  soon  a,*  he  could  do  anything.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  tweiity-six  years  of  age,  in 
the  winters  working  out  by  the  day.  In  18oS)  Mr. 
Marshall  started  for  l*ike's  Pe.ik,  a  ]>arty  of  eight 
setting  out  with  one  U*am.  About  one  hundi-ed 
miles  west  of    Ft.  Keaiiiey    they    joined    ii    large 


train  and  went  through  to  Plaeerville,  Cal..  it  tak- 
ing five  mouths  to  make  the  trip.  Our  subject 
started  out  for  work  on  the  middle  fork  of  the 
American  River,  and  thei'e  worked  for  a  coraitany 
at  inO  {>er  month  and  his  inward,  remaining  with 
them  for  two  months,  at  which  time  he  set  out  to 
work  for  himself  and  did  very  well,  Ju  the  spring 
he  went  to  Virginia  City,  Nev.,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  foui-  yeais.  It  was  a  i^ut-cess- 
ful  trip  financially,  and  our  suiiject  came  t>ack  to 
home  with  an  enlarged  experience  and  ricliCT  in 
IKH'ket. 

In  18(>li  Air.  Alai'sli.ill  united  liif^  late  for  better 
or  worse  with  that  of  Miss  ISelle  Ikirrett,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Bari-ett.  an  Knglishman,  who  later 
became  a  I'esident  of  this  fState.  iliv.  Zklarsliall 
was  born  in  I84(>,  and  died  in  August,  18811,  She 
was  the  mother  of  two  children — William  It.  and 
Fredei-ick.  The  oldest  sou  was  married  to  Sarah  L. 
Hopkins,  and  resides  on  the  farm  with  Lis  father; 
lie  is  the  jMtrent  of  one  child.  In  Octo!>er,  1883, 
Mr.  Marshall  again  married,  his  bride  l)eing  lliss 
Betsey  Denton,  a  daughter  of  David  S.  and  I^iura 
(Hunt)  Denton,  the  former  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  Massachusetts.  l>avid  ]>enton 
came  U.<  JMichigan  in  1836.  and  settled  at  Ann  Av- 
lior.  His  marriage  occurred  here  when  he  and  his 
wife  located  in  Unadilla  Township,  on  section  .'(3, 
after  it  had  been  slightly  improved.  He  died  in 
1 882,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  Mrs.  l)en- 
t<»n  still  survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  yeajv, 
and  makes  hei'  home  with  her  daugiiter.  Jfi-s,  Mar- 
shall, who  is  one  of  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living.  Mrs.  Marshall  was  born  February  13, 
1848,  on  the  old  homestead.  She  received  a  good 
education  and  spent  one  year  at  the  Ypsilanti  Nor- 
mal School.  The  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
present  wife  has  not  been  blessed  with  issue.  Mr. 
^larshall  owns  three  hundred  and  one  acres  of 
laud,  <me  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  He  devotes  himself  to  genei-al 
farming,  and  kee)TS  a  high  grade  of  stock.  Their 
iliurch  relations  are  of  the  Methodist  Epii^opnl 
denomination.  Socially  our  subject  has  Ijeeu  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity;  he  also  Iwlongs  to  the 
(iood  Templars.     Kver  keenly  interested  in  jioli- 
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tics,  he  Is  an  ardent  Republican.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  an  advocate  of  temperance  principles. 
Mr.  Marshall's  many  friends  regret  that  for  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  a  great  sufferer  from 
ill  health.  Tlie  owner  of  a  finely  improved  farm, 
he  lias  added  to  its  value  hy  thorough  underdrain- 
ing  and  adding  extra  buildings. 


i|=^REl>ERICK  MATHER.  All  the  nearest 
U^gi  and  dearest  associations  of  a  lifetime  are, 
/111  for  our  subject,  connected  with  the  State 
in  which  he  resides  and  the  greater  portion  of  his 
life  has  been  spent  upon  the  farm  of  which  he  is 
now  proprietor.  It  is  located  on  sections  19  and 
20,  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  and 
comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
very  fine  amble  land.  Mr.  Mather  was  bom  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  in  1835.  He  is  the 
son  of  Cfllvin  and  Marilla  (Neweomb)  Mather, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  respec- 
tively and  who  came  to  Mieliigan  in  1833  as  pio- 
neers, settling  in  the  township  of  Scio,  Washtenaw 
C'ounty,  whei-e  they  were  among  the  first  to  iind 
their  way  through  the  forests  to  a  liabitable  place 
in  tliat  county. 

Wlien  our  subject's  parent*  came  to  this  State 
tlie  present  i)eaiitiful  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  which 
justly  tajfcs  such  pride  in  its  hotels  and  fine  bnild- 
ing.^i  as  well  as  its  magnificent  colleges,  at  that  time 
boasted  only  a  log  house  which  served  as  an  hotel, 
so  that  their  first  impression  of  the  country  was  at 
least  not  misleading.  They  knew  wliat  they  must 
expect  and  were  brave  enough  to  face  the  inevil^ 
able  with  tlie  determination  only  to  conquer  all 
difiiculties.  In  1854  they  removed  to  tliis  town- 
ship and  county  and  settled  on  the  farm  which 
their  son  now  operates.  There  they  lived  until 
their  decease,  the  father  passing  away  in  1885;  the 
mother,  in  1872. 

Realizing  the  importance  of  good  thoroughfares 
Ml'.  Mather,  Sr.  as  a  man  of  advanced  ideas  upon 
the  subject,  was  appointed  to  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Road  C'ommissioner  and  maintained  that 


place  for  many  years.  He  was  also  Township 
Treasurer.  The  Democratic  principles  of  "Uncle 
Cal",  as  he  was  generally  called  by  his  friends 
were  of  the  most  pronounced  type.  He  was  a 
standi  believer  in  the  sovereign  rights  of  State 
and  the  red  tape  employed  in  monopolies  and 
trades  unions  of  the  present  day  is  enough  to 
make  the  loyal  old  gentleman  turn  over  in  his 
grave.  He  was  known  and  respected  by  all  in  the 
county  as  a  man  of  strong  personal  charm  as  well 
as  sterling  worth.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandsii-e 
was  Josiah  Mather,  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  the  East^ 
ei'U  States  and  his  father  was  a  gentleman  of  the 
cloth— the  Rev.  Moses  Mather,  a  native  of  England 
and  a  representative  of  the  Pi-esbyterian  Church  in 
which  his  son  Josiah  was  a  Deacon  and  to  whom 
belongs  the  credit  and  honor  of  having  founded 
the  Ogden  Church  iu  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  David  and 
Polly  (Price)  Neweomb,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  a  drover  by  calling  and  served  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing  i-eeeived 
his  education  in  his  native  county.  Practically  he 
was  educated  as  a  farmer.  He  came  to  this  place 
with  his  parents  and  has  ever  since  lived  on  the 
old  homestead.  Of  six  children  twm  to  his  par- 
ents five  only  are  now  living.  They  ai-e  in  order 
of  hirth  Frances,  who  is  now  Mrs,  Judd;  our  sub- 
ject; Wesley  N.,  who  died  during  the  war;  Jane, 
whose  present  name  is  Mrs.  Church;  Ellen  now  Mrs. 
Culver  and  Harriet,  who  married  a  Mr.  Richter. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  useful  and  important 
memlier  of  societj'  in  Handy  Township.  There  is, 
however,  one  direction  in  which  he  has  failed  to 
ol)serve  Scriptural  advice,  and  that  is  that  it  is  not 
good  for  man  to  be  alone. 

Devoting  himself  to  general  agriculture  Mr. 
Mather  pays  special  attention  to  the  raising  of 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs.  His  farm  is  a  very  beauti- 
ful example  of  what  agricultural  life  may  be  in 
the  fertile  lands  of  the  Wolverine  Stat*.  Having 
no  family  of  his  own  the  interests  of  our  subject 
are  naturally  much  bound  up  in  those  of  his 
brothers  and  sisters.  His  youngest  sister  Harriet 
previous  to  her  marriage  taught  school  for  some 
time,  having  been  carefully  educated  and  fitted  for 
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the  work.  She  now  has  a  very  happy  home  in 
which  are  three  children — Floyd,  Gladys  and 
Fi'ederick.  The  i«st  named  is  engaged  as  a  teacher, 
and  Floyd,  who  is  a  fine  musician  with  an  unusual 
amount  of  natural  talent,  is  engaged  in  teaching 
that  beautiful  art,  Mr.  Mather's  family  are  among 
the  hest  of  the  county,  ranking  high  both  socially 
and  from  a  monetary  standpoint.  They  have 
good,  substantial  buiIding^s  upon  their  place  and 
a  beautiful  orchard  that  yields  an  abundant  crop 
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ilL^ON.  AUGUSTUS  F.  FFBGUSON  was  born 
|r^  May  3,  1847,  in  the  township  of  Delhi, 
^^^^  Ingham  County,  where  he  spent  the  lii-st 
i^>  twenty-four  years  of  his  life.  Up  to  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  engaged  in  working  on  his 
father's  fai-ni  and  in  attending  the  district  school, 
hut  when  he  liad  reached  that  age  he  attended 
Trof.  Olds'  Academy  at  Lansing,  after  which  he  was 
cn<faged  in  the  study  of  medicine  for  two  yeaifi  in 
the  capital  city  with  Dr.  B.  F.  Bailey.  He  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  in  the  winter  of  1868- 
()9  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  became 
thoroughly  pretwii-ed  for  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Our  subject  first  located  at  Okeraos,  where  he 
practiced  for  a  while  before  entering  the  Michigan 
Homeopathic  College  at  Ijansing  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degiee  of  M.  D.  in  1872.  Re- 
turn ing  to  Okemos  he  engaged  in  the  pi-actice  of 
his  profession  and  six  years  after  flnishing  his 
medical  studies  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother,  J.  W.  Ferguson,  M.  D.,  who  had  just  grad- 
uated from  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  College  of 
CJleveland,  Ohio.  This  proved  to  bea  very  happy 
union  and  the  brothers  continued  together  until 
1 889.  Dr.  Ferguson  has  always  had  a  bent  for 
l>olitical  life,  being  an  enthusiastic  Democrat.  Tn 
1884  he  was  a  tandidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
loi  Repi'esentati\  e  to  the  Legislature  and  was  elec- 
Ud  \'\  a  liige  niajoi I ty, running  one  hundred  and 
(lahteen  \  ok--  nhtid  iif  hisiicket  in  liisown  town- 


ship. During  the  fii-st  session  of  his  legislative 
career  he  introduced  thirteen  bills,  the  majority  of 
which  became  laws.  Among  the  number  was  the 
anti-trust  bill,  which  had  for  its  object  the  preven- 
tion of  combination  by  any  two  or  more  individ- 
uals for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  price  of  any 
commodity,  excepting  therefrom  farm  products, 

Dr,  Ferguson's  efficient  work  in  the  interest  of 
the  agricultural  class  made  him  appreciated  by  Jiis 
coitstituency  and  he  was  re-uominated  for  a  second 
tenn  and  was  elected  by  an  increased  majority. 
]>urmg  the  session  of  1891,  Mr,  Ferguson  intro- 
duced seventeen  bills  and  two  joint  I'esolutions, 
among  which  was  a  bill  providing  for  a  uniformity 
of  text  books  in  the  public  schools,  and  a  medieal 
biJl  to  raise  the  standard  of  medical  education,  also 
a  bill  to  consolidate  the  boards  of  penal  institutions 
of  the  IStat«,  reducing  the  number  from  thirty-two 
to  eight,  a  bill  making  provision  for  tlie  Bertillion 
system  for  the  identification  of  criminals,  one  to 
provide  a  signal  in  all  places  where  the  milroad 
track  is  obscured  and  one  changing  the  test  of 
kei-osene  oil  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees 
"flash  test' '  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees  "lii-e 
tost"  It  is  estimated  that  tJiis  last-named  bill  will 
save  the  people  of  Michigan  about  $30(1,000  a  year 
and  at  the  same  time  secui-e  them  a  better  grade  of 
oil. 

While  Dr.  Ferguson  was  a  legislator,  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  on  several  important  committees 
and  was  tendered  the  chairmanship  of  the  Commit- 
trce  on  Ways  and  Means,  the  most  important  [Kisi- 
tion  of  the  House,  but  declined.  He  was,  however. 
Chairman  of  the  ('ommittee  on  Public  Health  and 
also  on  the  Committee  of  Municipal  Corporations, 
Upper  Peninsula  Mining  Schools,  Mines  and 
Minerals  and  Northern  Asylums.  He  has  always 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  leaders  of  his  party 
in  Ingham  County. 

Dr.  Ferguson  was  happily  married  in  1871  to 
Miss  K.ate  Hammond,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  S,  W. 
Hammond,  a  prominent  physician  of  Maisou,  this 
State.  Two  children  have  blest  this  union — 
C'harles,  who  is  a  promising  youth  of  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  Robert,  a  merry  lad  of  five  years.  Dr. 
Ferguson  is  a  member  of  tiie  Farmers'  Alliance 
(lud  is  proud  of  behmging  to  the  Agricultural  fra- 
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temity.  He  is  tlie  owner  of  two  farms,  one  com- 
piisingone  liuiitlred  and  twenty  acref  on  section 
15,  and  one  of  forty  aei-es  on  section  33,  in  Keridian 
'i'ownsbip.  These  farms  are  well  improved  aiid 
used  princi pally  for  stock-raising.  In  partnei-ship 
witli  his  brother,  he  is  intei'estfid  in  raising  stand- 
nid-bred  trotting  horses.  They  have  a  private 
one-half  mile  track  on  which  their  horses  are 
ti-ained.  Dr.  Ferguson  owns  twonty-sevcn  well-bred 
animals  and  is  also  interested  ivith  his  brotliej'  in 
r^veral  nioi"e.  He  also  hasahalf  interest  in  the  gen- 
ei'iil  mercantile  husines.^  (>f  John  Ferguson  it  Sons 
of  Okemos  and  strange  to  say  finds  time  in  which  U) 
engage  in  the  pi-actic*  of  his  pi-ofession  in  which 
he  has  gained  an  enviable  I'epiitation. 

Onr  subject  comes  from  a  family  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. His  father,  John  Ferguson,  who  is  a  ictii-ed 
farmer  and  merehant,  was  born  in  Ontario.  Canada, 
in  1816,  and  came  to  the  United  States  when  ahont  ' 
twenty-two  years  old.  He  located  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship in  1841  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  the 
county.  He  has  jiassed  throngh  all  tlie  hardships 
incident  to  pioneer  life,  but  has  lieen  prospered  in 
biisiness..  He  has  been  honored  by  election  to 
various  township  offices  and  is  well  known  in  Ing- 
ham County.  His  father,  also  named  John,  was  a  i 
native  of  Vermont  and  was  bom  in  1740.  He 
removed  to  Canada  in  an  early  day.  Robert,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  also  a  native 
of  Vermont,  but  went  to  Canada. 

A  lithogi'aphic  portrait  of  the  Hon,  Mr.  Ferguson 
ap])eflrs  in  connection  with  this  notice. 


•-i-^^tt®@i^l**=s- 
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^  HARLES  A.  HOLUSTOR.  T.>  be  the  son 
iJi  ^  of  a  pioneer  is  considered  an  honorable  dis- 
^^iS*''  tinction  in  Tjivingston  County,  and  when 
that  pioneer  was  one  who  built  up  the  community 
along  educational  and  i-eligious  lines,  and  thus  did 
effective  work  for  all  who  came  withiii  the  sphere 
of  his  Inlluence,  it  is  an  added  cause  for  congrat- 
ulation. The  Rev.  Algernon  S.  Hoiiist«r,  who  wa's  a 
native  of  Vermont,  Iwm  January  28,  ITitt!,  was  an 
p;|iis<:opal  minister  ru<1  n  scholarly  man,  who  at  an 


early  day  established  a  select  school  in  Troy,  Oak- 
land C!ounty. 

Ai*hibald  Hollister,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  a  native  of  (-on- 
necticut  and  was  descended  from  John  Hollister  of 
England,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1742. 
His  son  Algeruoii  entered  the  ministry  about  the 
year  1823,  and  was  one  of  the  early  missionary 
clergymen  of  Michigan,  coming  hither  in  1835  and 
locating  in  the  town  of  Troy.  In  1845  he  removed 
to  Green  Oak  Township,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death.  Januai-y  4,  1856.  IJis  beloved  and  faithful 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  .innie  Tenll. 
survived  him  for  many  years  and  died  in  1885  at 
the  age  of  eighty-fonr. 

Our  subject,  who  was  liorn  February  7,  ia2-"»,  at 
Paris  Hill,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  is  the  third  child 
in  a  family  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  six  of 
whom  are  still  living.  He  was  ten  yeare  old  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Michigan  and  has  therefore 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  the  Wolverine  State  and 
received  his  education  first  in  the  village  school 
of  Troy  and  aftenvard  in  his  father's  select  school, 
where  were  educated  a  number  of  men  who  have 
since  become  leaders  in  Michigan.  He  remained 
in  school  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  after 
which  he  taught  six  terms  and  it  was  in  1847 
when  he  purehased  the  farm  where  he  now  resides 
on  section  lit,  Oreen  Oak  Township,  this  county, 
which  had  then  only  about  seven  acres  cleared 
of  the  primeval  forest. 

The  bride  whom  Mr.  Hollister  took  to  hie  home 
in  June,  1850,  was  Eliza  J.  Miller,  of  Troy  Town- 
ship, Oakland  C'ounty,  and  after  marriage  the 
young  couple  settled  upon  the  fai'm  which  is  still 
the  family  home.  Since  that  time  there  has  l>een 
steady  progress  in  the  condition  of  this  property 
and  hard  work  has  been  done  upon  it.  It  is  now 
entirely  free  from  limber  with  the  exception  of 
fifty  acres,  and  is  in  a  highly  impioved  condition. 

Ml',  and  Mi's,  Hollister  consider  the  children  who 
have  blessed  their  home  as  the  richest  blessings 
which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  them,  and  the  only 
clouds  that  have  rested  upon  this  family  have 
been  through  the  death  of  two  of  it-*  menibei-s. 
The  oldest  daughter.  Marietta,  is  ntiw  the  wif<'  of 
Huhert  Twitchell,  a  farmer  in  Hamburg  Township 


mer  in  Hambiug  Township; 
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Millard  went  West  in  1875  and  died  at  Boise 
Citj,  Idaho;  Joseph  M.  also  went  West  in'  1881 
and  located  in  the  same  city,  where  he  is  now 
established  in  business;  Annie  has  passed  fiom 
earth;  Hattie  married  Walter  J.  .Scott,  and  live'5  in 
Salem,  Mich.;  and  Bessie  and  Grace  are  still  nndii 
the  parental'i'oof , 

nie  political  record  of  Mr.  Ilollister  has  been 
along  iiatiii'al  lines,  as  he  was  firet  a  Whig  and 
easily  drifted  into  the  Kepublican  party,  and  ai  he 
has  always  been  most  earnest  in  his  advocacy  of 
temperance  movements,  he  has  now  become  a  Pro- 
hibitionist. He  has  held  various  minor  offices 
within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  township,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  efficient  meni- 
hei's  of  the  Episcopal  ChHix;li  at  Hambuj-g,  Upon 
his  two  hundred  and  seven  aci'es  of  land  lie  raisew 
almost  all  kinds  of  stock  and  is  successful  in  all 
his  undertakings.  His  ability  and  character  aie 
such  a.1  to  earn  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of 
all    who    know    liini. 


|P%EV.  ALFRED  ALLEX.  In  nothing  dots 
lk|r  tlie  thoughtful  biographer  take  more  pleaf>- 
/4i  iV  Hi-e  than  in  recounting  the  life  story  of  a 
venerable  minister  of  the  cross  who  has  done 
pioneer  service  in  tlie  interest  of  humanity  and 
Christianity  and  is  now  patiently  waiting  for  the 
gi-eat  change  which  will  take  him  to  his  reward. 
Among  the  citizens  of  Williamstown  Township, 
Ingham  t'ounty,  we  are  gratified  to  lecount  the 
history  of  this  aged  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  a  meml)er  of  the  Detroit  conference, 
whose  name  we  have  just  given. 

Dr.  Samuel  C'.  Allen,  the  father  of  oui'  subject, 
was  a  native  of  New  .Teisey  and  wlipn  t(uitej'oung 
went  to  Pennsylvania  and  was  there  united  in 
mai'i'iage  with  Julia  Ann  Bicking,  Unto  them  were 
I>om  eleven  children  namely:  Alfi-ed,  Amanda, 
Catherine,  Pennington,  James  P.,  Sarah,  Elizabetli, 
(-ieorge  A.,  Samuel,  Franklin  and  Jolin  W. 

Tn  1831  the  }iarentsof  our  subject  came  to  Mich- 


igan and  settled  in  Macomb  County,  where  wolves, 
deer  and  bears  abounded.  Dr.  Allen  settled  on  a 
farm  but  as  he  desired  to  continue  practicing  his 
piofe'teion  foi'  which  he  had  Iteen  educated  in  Phil- 
idelphia,  he  removed  to  Paikston,  Oakland  County, 
^heie  for  a  number  of  >eans  he  enjoyed  an  excel- 
lent piactice.  He  made  his  final  home  at  Byron. 
Shiawassee  County,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
and  weie  deeply  moui'ned  especially  by  their  co- 
laboier»  m  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church,  tf> 
which  they  had  long  belonged.  He  was  a  .blaster 
Mason  and  highly  honored  in  his  order. 

Alfred  Allen  was  born  February  8,  18ia,  in 
Bi-andywine  Township,  t'hester  County,  Pa.,  and 
in  his  childhood  wandered  upon  the  banks  of  the 
i>e-autiful  stream  for  wliicli  tin*  township  was 
named.  At  the  age  of  twelve  \eai-«  he  came  tti 
Micliigan  where  he  i-eceived  a  loniinon  school  ed 
ucation  and  after  reaching  his  majoiit\  he  liegan 
work  as  a  local  minister.  He  also  taught  in  the 
district  schools  and  in  1843  was  leteived  on  trial 
in  Conference,  becoming  a  memltei  of  that  bod\ 
two  years  later.  His  fii'st  cii-cuit  wis  in  Flint  Cii 
cuit,  Genesee  County,  and  fiom  theie  he  ^sent  to 
White  Lake. 

In  1852oursubjectlocatedat  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
attended  a  course  of  medical  lectures,  as  his  own  fra- 
ilty of  health  had  led  him  to  an  interest  in  tliis  sub- 
ject. Having  regained  his  health  he  resumed  the 
ministry  in  1856,aud  followed  it  until  1877  when  he 
made  his  home  in  Williamstown  and  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  In  I88!t  he  sold  out  his 
business  to  Mr.  Charles  Williams  having  previously 
parted  with  his  farm  of  forty  acres.  Fie  now  owns 
a  fine  residence  on  High  Street  in  Williamstown. 

The  maiTiage  of  Rev.  ilr.  Allen  in  184il  united 
him  with  the  lady  of  his  clioice.  who  has  been 
through  life  his  true  companion  and  helpmate. 
Her  maiden  name  was  lx>uisa  J.  Hartwell  and  her 
fathei  was  I  M  Haitwell  for  whom  llartwenvillc. 
Sliiawflsaee  ( ouuti  was  iiaiiie<l.  One  child  has 
blessed  thii  union— Dell  JI. — who  is  now  Mr,*. 
(■eoige  I'enock  of  ^\  illiamstown.  Mr.  Allen  ha.s 
leen  an  influential  member  of  the  Masonic  order 
and  m  hit-  earh  dais  he  was  attached  to  the  Whig 
parti  and  ifteiwairt  transferred  his  allegiance  to 
tie  \    uiijiRepulb  u   party,  but  he  now  esteems 
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the  liquor  question  the  great  point  in  polilieal 
debate  and  lias  ennjlled  himself  amon^  the  Pi'olii- 
hitionists. 


PROF.  W.  A.  JOHNSON.  One  of  the  pecu- 
I  liar  products  of  our  modem  civilization  and 
an  outgrowth  of  our  modern  methods  of  do- 
ing business  is  the  business  college,  lliere 
is  so  much  greater  demand  for  the  help  which  may 
be  rendered  by  young  men  and  women  in  these 
days  than  formerly,  that  it  is  necessary  to  ^ve  them 
.111  acquaintance  with  tlie  methods  of  doing  Imsi- 
uess,  so  that  when  they  are  put  in  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility they  may  more  readily  fall  into  the 
rimtine  of  work.  It  is  not  claimed  tliat  the  busi- 
ness college  makes  a  business  man,  but  it  opens  his 
t'ves  to  see  what  is  to  be  done  and  tits  his  hand  to 
the  work.  I'l-aetical  expeiience  must  do  the  i-est 
of  the  work  and  will  do  it  if  supplemented  hy  a 
(juick  brain  and  willing  hand. 

'J'he  proprietor  of  the  Interlake  Business  Col- 
lege of  Lansing,  was  bora  Maich  o,  1851,  at  Clarks- 
field,  Huron  County,  Ohio.  His  fatJier,  the  Kev. 
L.  S,  Johnson,  was  born  in  Northamptonsliire,  Eng- 
land, in  1819,  and  came  to  America  when  a  boy  of 
twelve.  The  grandfather,  William,  was  a  native 
of  North  Buckley,  England,  and  was  a  fine  work- 
man in  his  line,  being  a  successful  cabinet-maker. 
contractor  and  builder,  and  lie  during  his  lifetime 
accumiilatedalarge  property.  In  1831  he  removed 
to  this  country  and  located  in  l-lssex  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  contract  the  ague, 
which  decided  him  to  remove  from  that  locality. 
Tie  brought  his  family  to  t>liio,  wliere  he  died  about 
the  time  they  arrived  at  Cleveland,  leaving  his  wife 
with  five  children  in  an  almost  destitute  condition, 
Mt'  he  had  lost  his  propeit\.  This  bi'ave  woman 
struggled  through  the  task  of  rearing  her  children 
in  the  midst  of  poverty,  and  lived  lobe  over  ninety- 
years  old  hefore  her  death  which  took  place  in 
Avon,  Lorain  County,  Ohio. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
I'ldest  of  thip  family  :nid   thirofore    iipf^n   Inm  fell 


the  brunt  of  the  burden  of  helping  his  mother  in 
her  efforts  to  support  the  family,  and  his  opiwrlu- 
nities  for  education  were  consequently  exceedingly^' 
limited,  but  he  pei-severed  in  his  effoi-ts  to  gain 
learning,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  began  teaching. 
lie  was  intensely  religious  in  his  cliaracter  and 
early  became  a  preacher  of  the  Ciospel,  receiving  a 
license  from  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to  which 
he  was  admitted  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  there 
remained  a  member  for  foi-ty  years. 

The  Kev.  Mr.  Johnson  preaehed  at  many  points 
all  through  Northern  Ohio  and  held  an  impoi-tant 
IHJsition  in  the  Conference.  He  was  a  strong  Abo- 
litionist and  was  one  of  a  notable  four  wlio  with- 
stood pro-slavery  resolutions  when  introduced  into 
the  Conference  .and  voted  steadfastly  against  them. 
His  last  veal's  were  si)ent  upon  his  farm,  and  he 
died  there  in  Fairlield  Township,  Huron  Ctoimty, 
Ohio,  in  the  month  of  October,  1 887,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  of  Ht.  Hope,  at 
lousing. 

Sarepta  R.  JStickney  was  the  maiden  name  of  tlie 
wife  of  tlie  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson.  Her  birthplace  was 
in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  her  father,  Albin 
.Stickney,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Vt.,  in  the  year 
1786,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  American  Army 
during  the  War  of  1812.  The  Western  fever  had 
it."  effect  upon  him  at  an  <ytrly  date  and  in  1815  he 
located  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  thence  re-' 
moved  to  ^ivon,  Lorain  C'ounty,  where  he  settled 
ujjou  a  farm  and  resided  until  hia  death.  He  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  abilityand  chaitietei', 
lieiug  possessed  of  unfailing  industry  and  i^erse- 
verance,  true  moral  integrity  and  honesty  of  pur- 
pose, lie  accumulated  a  large  property  and  was  a 
money  loaner,  but  such  wei*  his  convictions  of 
I'ight  and  wrong  that  when  money  evei'ywliere  wa« 
commanding  ten  or  twelve  jiereent.  he  never  asked 
nor  would  receive  a  cent  more  than  six  |>er  cent. 
This  good  man  {lassed  to  bis  heavenly  reward, 
February  7.  IHH7.  His  wife,  wlm  was  born  in 
Tyringham,  Mia^..  bore  the  iiiaiden  imnie  of  Clar- 
issa Moon. 

The  Stickne>'  family  is  notable  in  the  earl.y  an- 
iials  of  our  country,  as  its  firet  member  came  Ut 
Amciica  in  164;i.  His  name  was  William  and  he 
was  horij    iii  PVampton.  in   (he  Parish  of  -Stickney 
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ill  JjHicasliire.     He  located  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  and  i 
tliei-e  spent  the  i-emainder  of  his  days.     His  son.  I 
Amos,  who  was  also  born  in  England  about  the 
year  1635,  set  up  the  first  fulling-mill  in  Ameiica.    [ 
He  lived  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  and  his  son  Benjamin    j 
was  the  father  of   .Toseph,  whose  son  Moses  was 
bolTi  in  BoxfoiMi  and  served  through  the  lievoiu- 
tionaiy  War,  dying  in  Springfield,  Vt.     His  son    , 
J^muel,  who  was  txtrn  in  Boxford  and  died  in   i 
Franfalin,  N,  Y.,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sul)-  ; 
ject.     Mrs.  Sarepta  Johnson  now  resides  with  her  I 
son  in  Lansing  and  is  the  mother  of  five  ehildi-en. 

'riie  brother  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are: 
A.  W„  tlie  head  of  the  Snmuel  Lilbum  Com- 
pany, dealers  in  butter  and  eggs  at  Ottuniwo, 
Towa;  Oory  K.,  who  died  in  1887;  Clara,  now  . 
Mi's.  CarTOll,  a  graduate  of  the  National  Nor- 
mal School  at  Lebanon. Ohio,  and  Ada  K..  whu  is  a 
stenographer  and  typewi-iter  foi'  K.  Bement  &  .Sons, 
of  Lansing,  having  graduated  at  the  Interlake 
Business  College.  Mi-s.  Cavi'oll  has  had  an  exten-  ■ 
wive  experience  as  a  teachei'  in  the  South  and  East 
and  now  has  charge  of  the  Normal  Department  of 
the  Tnlerlake  Business  College,  )>einfi  a  proficient 
in  stenogi-aphy  and  tyijewriting  and  one  of  the 
finest  Normal  teachei-s  in  the  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  sijeut  his  boyhood  in   • 
Northern  Ohio,  wlierever  his  father  was  located  at  | 
the  time  as  a  preacher  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
.ittended   the  Western  Keserve  College  foi-  a  year, 
jiiid  became  a  fluent  reader  of  (ireek  and  Latin, 
liftving  begun  the  study  of  liatin  at  the  age  of  ten 
yeai-s.     When  at  the  age  of  thirteen  lie  removed 
with    the    family  to  Milan,  he  engaged  to  work 
through  the  summer  in  Stowe's  Nursery,  but  after  ' 
his  father  settled  upon  the  farm  in  Fairfield  he  had 
a  more  certain  abiding  place  tliTOUgli  the  rest  of 
bis  boyhood,  and  studied  at  home,  using  all  his 
leisure  in  the  pursuit  of  the  sciences  and  the  lan- 
guages, and  at  tlio  age  of  seventeen   he  was  pre- 
|>ared  to  teach.     He  took  an  additional  term  at  the 
Western  Reserve  Normal  School  aud  then  having 
passed  an  examination,  began  teaching  at  Republic,   ' 
Seneca  C'onnty,  Ohio. 

The  fii-st  endeavor  of  the   young  teacher  was 
made  in  a  district  school,  where  he  taught  six  days  ; 
in  the  week  and  "hoarded  around."     Being  the   i 


eldest  son  of  the  family  he  had  heavy  responsibil- 
ity in  the  carrying  on  of  the  farm,  and  while  he 
was  away  teaching  he  employed  a  man  in  his  place. 
At  that  time  he  received  $40  a  month,  and  although 
paying  a  man  he  managed  to  save  1100,  the  first 
considerable  sum  of  money  he  ever  possessed.  The 
next  summer  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and  in 
the  fall  undertook  the  "toughest"  school  in  Huron 
County.  In  this  Haitland  Center  School  a  "free 
fight"  was  pi-ecipitatcd  by  a  rebellious  pupil  within 
the  first  five  days,  but  the  teacher  most  efl'cctually 
subdued  the  mutiny  and  after  that  peace  reigned 
supreme  and  it  was  a  most  successfiil  session. 

In  1870  Mr.  .Johnson  went  West,  stopping  in 
Vermillion  County,  111.,  at  State  Line  City;  there 
he  took  employment  upon  a  faim  until  October,at 
$22.50  jjer  month,  aftet  which  he  passed  examina- 
tion and  taught  for  six  months  at  Marysville  in 
that  county.  The  next  summei  he  engaged  in 
tiaininji!  standard-bred  horses  in  which  avocation 
he  was  successful  financially.  He  thus  alternated 
teaching  in  the  winter  with  business  in  the  summer, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1872  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  com,  and  diii  well  in  it.  During  that 
spring  he  joined  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at 
Blue  Grass  City.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  went  ns 
far  north  as  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  worked  in  the 
harvest  field  at  Fai-mington,  Dakota  County,  Minn., 
operating  a  Marsh  harvester  and  threshei',  and 
somewhat  later  he  returned  to  Ohio. 

In  1873  Mr.  .lohnson  came  to  Michigan  and  l<i- 
cated  in  Lansing  Township,  where  his  father  had 
over  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land,  and  where 
the  young  man  engaged  to  cut  off  the  timber  from 
forty  or  fifty  aci-es  and  sell  it  to  the  Lake  Shore 
it  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  While  doing 
this  lumbering  he  kept  bachelor's  hall  and  remained 
here  until  1874,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio  aud 
taught  through  tlie  winter  in  the  home  school.  In 
March  of  the  following  year  he  went  to  Texas, 
journeying  by  the  Ohio  River  to  Mempliis  and  then 
crossing  Arkansas  on  horseback.  He  went  there 
exi>ecting  to  go  into  the  sheep  business,  and  he  ex- 
plored the  grand  prairie  at  Duval's  Bluflf,  Ark.,  and 
then  went  on  to  Dallas,  Texas,  and  from  there  to 
Ft.  Worth.  There  he  fitted  out  with  others  for  an 
expedition  and  went  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Rio 
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(iraude  some  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant 
in  Western  Texas.  At  tliat  time  the  Mexicans  and 
Indians  were  raiding  the  frontier.  They  remained 
there  three  or  four  months  and  at  one  time  he  rode 
nine  hnndi-ed  miles  in  eighteen  days,  and  having 
lost  the  pack  pony  which  carried  their  provisions 
the  party  was  obliged  to  go  thirty-six  hours  with- 
out food. 

Having  tlioroughly  explored  the  State  iie  eamo 
North  in  June,  1875,  passing  through  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  after  reaching  Iowa  purchased  a 
st«am  thresher,  which  was  the  first  one  ever  intro- 
duced into  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  He  operated  it 
near  McGregor,  that  county,  and  threshed  that 
fall  over  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  grain.  Again 
he  taught  through  the  winter  and  in  the  spring  of 
1876  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  Ashland  County 
became  acquainted  with  the  lady  who  is  now  Mrs- 
Johnson.  During  the  next  year  he  handled  agri- 
cultural implements  in  Iowa,  and  again  engaged  in 
operating  a  thresher  and  in  the  winter  he  under- 
took another  school  with  a  had  record  and  subdued 
it  thoroughly. 

RetuiTimg  to  Ohio  in  the  spring  of  1878  he 
was  married  April  21,  at  Jeromeville,  to  Emily 
L,,  a  daughter  of  Justis  Wetherbee,  of  Ashland 
County,  By  a  former  marriage  Mrs.  Johnson 
had  one  child,  Stella  M.,  who  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated by  her  stepfather,  and  after  graduating  at 
Jeromeville,  becaine  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stewart,  of  Colum- 
bus, Ohio.  She  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Inter- 
lake  Business  College  and  has  had  a  successful 
career  as  a  tcaclier  in  said  institution.  For  two 
years  Mr.  Jolinson  held  the  principalship  of  the 
school  at  Jeromeville,  after  which  he  successively 
presided  in  the  same  capacity  over  the  schools  of 
Mohican  and  Sterling,  and  in  1886  he  came  to 
Tensing  with  his  brother  to  begin  the  business 
which  has  since  constituted  his  life-work,  and 
which  has  grown  to  he  the  oldest  and  largest  Com- 
mercial College  in  Central  Michigan.  This  school 
was  founded  in  1867  by  Henry  P.  Bartlett,  and 
later  it  became  the  property  of  W.  A,  and  C.  E. 
Johnson,  who  materially  broadened  its  curriculum 
of  studies,  increased  its  facilities  and  multiplied 
its  patrons.  During  the  following  year  he  had  the 
great  grief  of  losing  his  brotlter  and  in  the  spring 


of  1888  he  was  joined  in  the  management  of  the 
school  by  Mr.  M.L.  Miner  who  had  had  experience 
in  business  colleges  in  Philadelphia,  Ypsilnnti  and 
Albion.  This  partnership,  however,  lasted  but  a 
year,  since  which  time  our  subject  has  been  the  sole 
proprietor.  Besides  the  branches  which  are  neces- 
sai'y  in  business  life,  the  graces  are  not  overlooked 
and  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  students  is  regarded 
as  truly  as  their  fitting  for  work. 

Both  theory  and  practice  are  considered  in  this 
model  school  and  the  college  has  a  bank  of  its  own 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000  of  college  cur- 
rency. It  is  conducted  on  the  plan  of  a  regular 
National  Bank  and  each  student  does  an  actual 
banking  business.  Genuine  business  transactions 
are  carried  on  and  rapid  and  legible  business  pen- 
manship is  insisted  upon.  Voice  and  physical 
culture  are  not  overlooked,  and  the  system  of 
shorthand  used  is  one  of  the  most  complete  as  well 
as  simple  that  is  known. 

When  our  subject  was  in  Iowa  he  joined  a  com- 
pany of  one  hundred  that  started  from  Sioux  City 
to  the  Black  Hills,  in  1876.  He  had  $80  in  tlie 
outfit  but  was  detained,  and  being  two  days  late 
failed  ot  meeting  the  party.  As  he  heard  rumors 
of  Indian  outbreaks  be  did  not  push  on  alone  to 
join  them,  and  itwas  well  for  him  that  he  did  not, 
as  the  whole  party  was  massacred  and  the  teamster 
escaped  alone  to  tell  the  tale.  But  as  Mr.  John- 
son's friends  liad  seen  his  name  published  in  the 
list  of  those  who  had  stai-ted  they  for  a  short  time 
mourned  him  as  dead.  While  teaching  in  Sterling, 
Ohio,  he  and  all  his  family  were  sick  at  one  time 
with  typhoid  fever  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  to 
which  he  belonged,  came  to  their  rescue  and  earned 
them  with  most  brotherly  kindness  through  this 
period  of  trial.  This  experience  liaa  bound  him 
more  closelythaii  ever  to  this  order,  in  which  he  is 
Past  Chancellor.  He  has  also  been  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  of  their  fJi-and  Lodge  and 
is  at  present  District  Deputy  Grand  Chancellor,  and 
is  Past  Captain  of  Lansing  Division  No.  l.'J,  U.  R. 
K.  P.  In  the  Masonic  order  the  Professor  is  a 
lioyal  Arch  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Lansing 
Ix)dge,  No.  33,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  is  also  Past  Re- 
gent of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  Chainnan  of  the 
Committee   on    State  of  the  Order    of  its   Grand 
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C'oimcil.  Ilo  owns  one  liundred  and  t.Hentv  acres 
upon  section  30,  Lfltishig  Township,  wliicli  is  an 
improved  fai-m  with  buildings  iipon  it.  Upon  this 
property  he  has  placed  a  tenant  and  he  resides  at 
the  comer  of  Ottawa  and  West  Streets.  His  chil- 
dren are  L.E.  W.,MaiorK.,aod  CarrollE.  Both  lie 
and  his  wife  iielong  to  the  (.'enti-al  Methodist  Epis- 
I'Opfll  Chureh. 

Prof.  Johnson  is  One  of  the  strongest  and  most 
|)ramiueiit  Democrats  in  Lansing  and  east  bis  first 
Presideutial  vote  in  1»72  for  Hoi-ace  IjJreeley.  fol- 
lowing it  in  tlie  next  two  campaigns  l).v  voting  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket.  In  1880  lie  was  Chair- 
man of  tlie  Democratic  Executive  Committee  in 
Ashland  Connty,  (Jliio,  and  voted  for  Haneixjk  ami 
again  in  1884  was  a  membci-  of  the  Committee  al 
(,'leveland,  ile  was  Mayor  of  Jeromes ville  for  two 
years  and  for  tlie  same  space  of  time  wa.^ Township 
Clerk  at  Mohican.  In  1889  he  was  candidate  for 
Alderman  in  a  Strang  Keputilican  ward  and  al- 
though he  was  defeated  he  brought  hi.s  opponent's 
majority  down  low.  In  the  J^egislature  iti  18!)1 
he  was  appointed  C'oi'i-espondi  ng  Clerk  of  the  Houmc 
of  Itepresentatives  of  the  State  of  Micliigau.  Tlii.'s 
])opular  gentleman  is  a  practical  liusiiiess  man  imd 
makes  a  success  of  every  enterprise  In  which  he 
engages. 


llUt.  *'''^1*^'  ^-  STONKH.  An  Amei'ican  by  birtli 
r  sul>jeet  has  a  splendid  inheritance  from 
his  parents,  who  are  of  Tentonic  ancestry, 
the  mental  and  physical  qualities  of 
which  he  is  possessed  and  the  distinctive  traits 
■  that  have  insured  iiis  success.  He  wa.s  horn  July 
27,  18i{3,  in  Sparta,  l-ivingstou  County,  X.  Y..and 
is  a  sou  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (l>ean)  Stower.  Sam- 
uel Stoner  was  of  Uei-man  parents  who  came  from 
the  Fatherland  and  settled  in  New  York  State. 
The  whole  family  were  engaged  in  the  calling  of 
agriculture. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  only  child  Iwrn 
of  his  parents'  union.     In  188(1  he  was  brought  to 


Michigan  hj-  liis  mother,  who  settled  in  the  town 
of  Brighton,  Livingston  County,  where  she  again 
married,  her  second  husband  being  George  Camrou 
and  by  this  marriage  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eliza- 
ijeth,  was  born.  Mr.  Camron  died  in  Cohocteh 
Township,  and  our  subject's  mother  passed  away 
fram  this  life  in  December,  1882.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Dean  and  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  there  being  thi-ee  sons  and  the  daughter. 
Our  subject  was^  denied  tlic  advantages  of  educa- 
tion but  has  made  an  effort  to  supply  the  defi- 
cieiicy  by  wide  reading  and  study.  When  but  seven 
yeai-s  of  age  he  began  to  be  self-supporting,  work- 
ing hy  the  day  and  month  from  that  time  on  until 
he  was  twenty-five  years  old,  being  engaged  chiefly 
on  farms  iu  Livingston  and  Oakland  Counties, 
this  State.  In  1864  he  determined^to  experience 
tlie  sweetness  of  possession  and  purchased  his  first 
eighty  acre's  of  land;  this  he  still  resides  ujxtn.  It 
is  located  on  section  6,  Coliocton  Township,  and  he 
has  improved  it  until  it  is  one  of  the  most  attractive 
spot"  in  the  township.  He  lias  added  another 
eighty  acreS'  in  the  same  section.  It  has  not  been 
Mr.  Stoner's  policy,  however,  to  make  himself  land 
poor,  believing  that  he  is  as  fully  entitled  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  possessions  as  are  those  who  may 
come  alter  him.  He  has  erected  a  fine  residence 
upon  his  place,  which  is  a  model  of  comfort  and 
neatness,  both  in  style  of  architecture  and  in  inter- 
ior arrangement;  he  has  also  good  barns  and  out- 
liouses. 

At  the  time  of  Mr,  Stoner's  settlement  upon  his 
farm  he  had  only  tlOO  in  money  to  purchase  the 
man_\-  things  that  are  indispensable  to  agricultural 
life.  In  his  political  liking  our  subject  is  a  BepHl>- 
licaii,  although  in  starting  out  in  life  he  allied 
himself  witii  the  Democratic  party.  Since  186(1  he 
has  east  his  vote  and  influence  witli  the  ftrst^named 
imrty.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  Mareli 
24.  IS-IS,  to  Miss  Rebecca  It.  Warner,  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.  Slie  is  a  daughter 
of  Iiw  and  Laura  (Foster)  Warner.  The  former  was 
a  (Jhristian  minister  and  came  from  New  York  to 
settle  in  the  Wolverine  State  at  an  early  day.  He 
was  liorn  in  Van  Buren,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y,. 
NovemlKsr  10.  1809,  and  was  left  fatherless  at  the 
age  of  nine  years.     Feeling  a  calling  to  pastoral 
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work  when  a  young  man  he  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  in  1839,  settling  in  Brighton  in 
1849.  On  his  deatii,  in  1887,  he  left  a  widow  and 
five  children ;  they  are  as  follows:  Henry,  Jndson, 
Rebecca,  George  and  Obediah.  Eliza  died  at  the 
age  o(  thirty-nine  years;  all  were  married  and  have 
families  of  their  own.  The  widow  still  survives. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  father  of  seven 
children  whose  names  ai-e  Warner  I.,  Claric  H., 
Charles  E.,  Martin  I.,  Frank  A.,  Andrew  D.  and 
Lilly  M.  (Iharles  and  Martin  died  in  infancy.  Our 
subject  and  tiis  wife  are  associated  in  meml>ersliip 
witli  the  United  Bretliren  Church  of  wliich  they 
are  active  and  consistent  membei-s.  They  are  good 
citizens  and  desirable  aequsitions  to  society. 


ORLANDO  B.  STILLMAN  is  iirobftWy  one  of 
tiie  best  known  men  in  Alaiedon  Township, 
Ingham  County.  He  is  a  general  farmer 
and  tlie  owner  of  a  fertile  and  productive  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  located  on  sec- 
tion 3.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Groton,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  March  6,  1825.  His  fatlier  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  his  natal  day- 
having  been  Septemiier  20,  1800.  He  was  a  brick- 
maker  byti-ade,  and  in  1832  he  went  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  the  college  town  of  Oberlin.  While  there 
he  made  the  flrat  brick  ever  used  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  it  was  he  who  made  the  brick  for 
the  first  building  of  Oberlin  College.  At  tlie  time 
of  his  advent  into  the  little  place,)t  contained  only 
four  dwelling  houses.  On  tlie  crest  of  the  wave  of 
Westward  cmigmtion,  he  started  witli  his  family  for 
Michigan  with  an  ox-team  and  "prairie  schooner" 
in  1841.  When  Teeumseh  was  reached,  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow  compelled  him  to  leave  his  wagon  be- 
hind and  proceed  with  a  sled.  When  he  reached 
Alaiedon  Township,  he  had  left  only  $5  in  money,  i 
two  cows,  and  a  canister  of  powder.  The  ta  was 
spent  for  a  yoke  of  three-year-old  steers  that  were 
so  weak  they  could  hardly  walk,  but  by  careful 
nursing  on  the  part  of  tlie  family,  our  subject's  ' 
father  was  enabled  to  exchange  them  the  follow-  1 
ing  spring  for  a  fine  yoke. 


On  flret  coming  to  the  State,  tlie  father  of  the 
original  of  our  sketch  suffered  many  discourage- 
nieuti!.  The  membera  of  his  family  alteraately 
shook  and  burned  with  fever  and  ague.  At  one 
time,  and  during  the  harvest  season,  eight  out  of 
tlie  family  of  ten,  were  on  the  invalid  list.  In 
1852  Mr.  Stillman  caught  the  gold  fever  and  went 
to  California  by  the  overland  route,  the  journey 
taking  nearly  six  months,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
walk  over  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  He 
worked  in  the  gold  fields  for  a  time  until  taken 
sick,  and  when  well  he  secured  a  [Kjsition  in  a  brick- 
yard in  San  Fi-anciseo.  His  skill  soon  manifested 
itself  and  tlie  company  offered  him  a  very  tempting 
salary  to  remain,  but  he  was  longing  to  rejoin  his 
dear  ones  at  home,  and  soon  came  back  to  his  old 
liome,  where  he  died  in  1862. 

Before  coming  to  Michigan,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  spent  one  year  in  the  preparatory  school  at 
Oberlin,  where  he  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  Knglish  branches.  On  coming  into  the  town- 
ship with  his  father,  Alaiedon,  Meridian,  Delhi  and 
Lansing  were  combined,  and  possessed  but  forty 
voters,  Mr.  Stillman  being  personally  acquainted 
with  them  all.  The  woods  were  alive  with  wolves, 
deer  and  bears.  Orlando  B.  Stillman  became  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher  after  he  had  been  in  Michigan 
for  four  years,  a  younger  brother  having  taught 
the  firstsehool  in  the  district  in  a  frame  bam,  built 
soon  after  the  family  came  to  this  State. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  1,  1852,  to 
Minerva  J.  Freeman,  a  native  of  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  marriage. 
They  are  Henry  A.,  Orlando  J,,  Rosalind,  Daniel 
C.  and  Roy  V.  The  first-born  dates  his  years  from 
December  9,  1852.  He  was  married  to  Esther  Post. 
and  is  now  a  farmer  in  this  township.  Orlando  .1., 
was  born  September  9,  1854,  and  died  when  in  hi;- 
seventh  year;  Rosalind  was  born  September  9, . 
1856,  and  married  H.  C.  Guile,  a  farmer  'of  Alaie- 
don Township;  Daniel  C.  was  born  January  28, 
1865,  and  married  Emeline  Wilkins;  Roy  V.,  who 
was  bom  October  12,  1870,  is  still  at  home  and  un- 
married. 

Mrs.  Minerva  Stillman  died  in  1873,  and  our 
subject  was  again  married,  his  bridle  being  Mi^s 
Mary  A.  Bowdish,  of  Mason.     Mrs.  Stillman  is  a 
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member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  this  place,  and  a 
mOBt  efficieiit  worker.  Our  subject  is  a  charter 
memherof  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Okemos,  hay- 
ing been  thus  connected  since  lie  waa  twenty-seven 
years  old.  Politically  his  sympathies  are  strongly 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  local  political  history  of 
the  township.  He  Las  been  Supervisor  for  six 
ycara,  Townsliip  Clerk  for  four  years,  and  is  still 
.Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  position  he  has  held  for 
seven  yeai*. 

Mr.  Stillman's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eunice  Call.  She  was  bom  in  Massachusettii,  June 
23,  1802.  Her  grandfather,  Levi  Call,  was  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  her  mother's  name  in  her 
maiden  days  was  Pnrrington,  Her  great-grand- 
mother was  a  Ii^ench  Huguenot,  and  settled  in 
South  Carolina.  Our  subject's  mother  died  April 
6,1862,  and  the  father  April  1,1862.  EUshaStiU- 
man,  the  grandfather  of  Orlando  StiUman,  was  boru 
in  1778,  and  died  in  Auroi-a.  N,  Y.  It  is  said  that 
two  brothei-s  by  the  name  of  StiUman  came  to  this 
country  from  England  during  the  old  French  War 
and  from  them  all  those  in  the  United  States  ai-e 
descended.  Our  subject  is  in  prospei'ous  eii-eum- 
stances,  and  knows  how  to  enjoy  life.  He  has  a  fine 
libniry  which  contains  standai'd  works  in  all  classes 
of  literature.     He  is  also  well  posted  as  to  current 


§Mmi^i^^^m 


eHARLES  A.  PHILLIPS,  a  retired  farmer, 
residing  in  the  town  of  Howell,  Livingston 
County,  was  bom  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y,,  February  5,  1831,  He  is  the  son  of  Zebedee 
and  Clarinda  (Wright)  Phillips,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  early  learned  the  duties  incident  to 
fanning  life,  that  being  his  father's  calling,  and 
being  naturally  of  a  progressive  tendency  our  sub- 
ject supplemented  the  principles  of  agriculture 
that  he  had  learned  from  his  father  by  bringing 
science  to  bear  on  every  possible  occasion,  and 
the  result  is  that  he  has  been  succ'cssful  to  a  very 
great  degree. 

As  a  boy  our  subject  received  the  rudiments  of 


a  good  education  and  was  bound  out  while  yet  a 
lad  to  a  farmei',  agreeing  to  stay  with  him  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  to  receive  SfclOO  in  money  and  two 
suits  of  clothes.  Our  subject  fulfilled,  his  part  of 
the  contract,  but  the  {gentleman  to  whom  he  was 
bound,  at  the  expiration  of  four  years,  sold  out, 
and  the  lad  received  t75  instead  of  the  *100.  with 
two  suits  of  clothes.  Shortly  after  leaving  this 
l)lace  he  was  taken  sick  with  the  typhoid  fever 
and  was  obliged  to  spend  all  he  had — a  little  for- 
tune to  him — for  medicine  and  in  doctor  bills. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Phillips  went  to  Penn^lvanifl  and 
for  eighteen  months  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  then  returned  to  Wyoming  County,  N,  Y., 
whei-e  he  te'amed  for  one  winter,  the  next  spring 
renting  a  farm  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
until  he  came  West  in  October,  1854.  Upon 
his  advent  into  this  State.  Mr.  Phillips  pui-cliased 
land  in  the  western  part  of  Howell  Township.  .  It 
was  thickly  timbered  and  the  work  of  clearing 
seemed  an  almost  herculean  task.  Before  long, 
however,  a  clearing  was  made  and  he  erected  a  log 
cabin  that  boasted  the  magnificent  dimensions  of 
12x18  feet.  A  home  thus  secured,  he  cut  the  tim- 
ber from  forty  acres,  which  he  cultivated,  planting 
and  reaping  to  good  purpose,  so  that  later  he  was 
enabled  to  erect  a  very  good  house  and  afterward 
sold  the  same. 

In  1865  Mr.  Phillips  pui-chased  land  at  what  is 
called  the  Six  Comers  on  the  Grand  River  Road. 
It  is  a  pretty  village,  containing  a  post-office,  store 
and  blacksmith  sliop,  schoolhouse  and  a  number  of 
nice  residences.  There  he  lived  until  1887,  when 
he  came  to  Howell  and  purchased  three  lots,  which 
are  delightfully  located  in  the  prettiest  residence 
portion  of  the  town.  Here  he  erected  a  fine  lai'ge 
house  where  he  now  lives,  and  he  and  his  Wife 
thoroughly  enjoy  their  home  comfort.  Mr. 
Phillips  has  held  various  offices  in  the  township 
gift.  He  has  been  School  Inspector,  Road  Com- 
missioner and  has  filled  various  other  offices. 

In  1853  our  subject  entered  the  ranks-  of  the 
benedicts,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  El- 
vira Button,  a  native  of  Ham ilton,Madison  County, 
N.  Y,  She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  tjaphina 
(Foote)    Button,    natives    of    Connecticut.     Mrs. 
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Phillips  19  one  of  three  children,  the  eldest  being 
fl  son.  Urlaudu,  who  now  I'esides  in  Oalifornia,  and 
the  youngest,  h  daughter,  Muriu,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
I'olter,  ftnd  lives  in  Whiteside  County,  IlL 

Mr.  Phillips  is  a  i*rohibitionist  and  (Jmnger, 
lielonging  to  Howell  Lodge  No.  90.  He  is  Assist- 
ant Steward  of  his  lodge  at  the  present  time  and 
has  held  all  tlie  otKces  in  tlmt  iiody.  He  and  his 
wife  are  attendants  upon  and  membere  of  the 
Methodist  tpi-scoiMil  Cliuuh  Ht  stirted  out  in 
life  without  any  resom»H,s  whatevei,  but  with  n 
■-tiong  detci  mination  to  do  his  btst  in  evervthing 
!k  imdeitook  and  that  liest  iM'ing  « up  piemen  ttd  bi 
im  tvcelleut  judgment  he  lia--  not  onl>  madea'iiK. 
ce-.--  of  lift  himself  but  has  }  een  the  means  of  help 
fill  maiij  others  to  a  bett^i  state  of  being  He  wa.- 
onginallf  aRcpublii'an  in  his  pobtical  l>elief  but 
later  in  life  joined  the  Piohibition  ]jait>  on  sen 
tml  pimciple*  i  man  to  whom  light  piiuLiple  i- 
paiamount  it  v-  said  of  him  b^  all^hoknon 
him  that  hi**  woid  i''  a^  good  «■<  his  note  Ht  has 
hosts  of  friend"  l>eing  genial  and  tomiMnionable, 
waim-heaited  and  lojal  He  is  of  a  libeial  nituiL 
ind  thost  in  need  ne'iei  tuiii  iwn  fii  m  liim  tin 
aided 

In  connettion  with  thih  biogtii  hicil  notiti  the 
leadei  will  find  the  lithogiaphic  p  itt  it  t  Ali 
Phillips  and  liis  estimabk  wift 


^^flU^HHSALl)  CAMPliliLL.  Tlie  owiierand 
(MOi  i-esident  upon  the  fine  farm  located  on  see- 
Ijl  *  Hon  33,  Hartland  Township,  Livingston 
(^  County,  is  one  who  had  i-eached  patriarchal 
yeai-s,  his  natal  day  having  been  January  15,  1819. 
He  is  of  Hcoteh  birth  and  a ncestiy,  inheriting  from 
his  pai-ents  a  vigorous  body  and  a  clear,  keen,  logi- 
cal mind.  He  was  born  in  Argyieshii*,  Island  of 
Jura,  Scotland.  Mr.  Campbell  has  had  more  varied 
experiences  than  tlie  majority  of  men,  even  at  hie 
age,  having  been  a  seaman  for  a  number  of  years, 
visiting  many  parts  of  the  world  and  coming  in 
contact  witii  a  great  many  clas.ses  of  (leople.     He 


is  now  retired  from  acti\'e  work  of  all  kinds,  and 
is  living  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  rest  and  [wace  of 
the^afteruoon  of  life. 

Our  subject's  father  was  N'eil  Campbell,  a  na- 
tive of  the  "same  island  as  was  his  sou.  By  trade 
he  was  a  tailor,  and  came  to  Nova  Scotia,  where 
he  continued  to  follow  his  calling,  and  remained 
for  the  rest  of  his  Jife.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  before^herjnarriage  a^Miss  Nancy  McClean,  a 
native  of  the  same  place  as  was  the  father.  She, 
like-her  liusband,  died  in  Nova  Scotia.  Our  suli- 
ject  was  reared  by  his  grandjMirents,  his  grandfa- 
ther being  Hector  McClean.  ^  He  was  adopted  into 
this  family  at  six  moutlis  of  age,  and  remained  un- 
til fifteen  years  old,  at  which  time  he  went  to 
No\  Scot  a  d  gain  was  i-e-nnitod  to  his  par- 
ents t  vl  0  I  e  as  n  stranger,  not  having  seen 
tliei    f  fa     \      He  made  his  home  with  them 

for  w  t  n  le  oting  himself  to  the  learning  of 
ship  I  Id  g  a  d  vas  engaged  in  siii|t  cai-|jenter's 
work  there  for  six  years. 

Vmm  Nova  Scotia  our  subject  went  to  Livei'- 
pool,  England,  as  ship  carpenter  on  board  of  a  sail- 
ing-vessel, and  in  this  capacity  he  made  three  trijiw. 
During  one  of  the  voyages  he  was  vast  away  on 
Sable  Island,  and  during  the  nine  daj'sthat  he  was 
oast  away,  they  ran  out  of  provisions,  and  were 
obliged  to  eat  molasses,  cmnberrtes  and  hoi'sellesh. 
At  still  another  time  lie  was  cast  away  in  Devil's 
Hay,  and  was  there  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
[or  two  weeks,  but  on  being  picked  up  went  Itack 
to  Nova  Scotia,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Buf- 
falo, N.  V,  During  his  cai-eer  as  a  seaman  he  mode 
several  trips  to  Scotland  and  li-eland,  and  is  thor- 
ouglily  familiar  with  the  geography  of  tlie  Atlnn- 
lic  Ocean. 

Tlie  original  of  our  sket-cii  had  just  fifty  cents  in 
his  pockets  when  he  landed  in  Buffalo,  and  he  be- 
gan at  on(«  Ui  look  for  work  at  his  trade  in  ashi|>- 
yard,  but  not  being  able  to  secui-e  emjjloyinent,  he 
shipped  as  a  sailor  on  1-ake  Krie.  He  sailed  for 
three  niontlis  during  which  time  he  was  promoted 
to  the  (itlfce  of  First  Mate.  His  run  was  from  Clii- 
eagd  ti>  Buffalo,  and  he  held  the  position  for  nine 
years,  at  various  times  iieing  mate  and  pilot. 
Wearying  of  the  sea,  he  gave  up  his  berth  and  came 
to  Saginaw  in  1846,  purchasing  forty  aci-es  of  laud 
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in  what  is  now  East  Saginaw  and  tliei-eon  lie 
erected  the  first  frame  houseever  built  in  the  place. 
Here  his  son,  James  C.  was  born,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  fii-st  white  child  born  in  East 
Saginaw. 

In  1852  our  subject  sold  out  his  real  estate  inter- 
ests in  Saginaw  and  bought  the  place  where  he  now 
resides  in  Livingston  County.  There  were  at  the 
time  of  his  purcliase,  very  few  improvements  on 
ttte  place,  only  about  twenty  acres  being  cleared 
and  improved,  and  bearing  only  a  tog  hotise.  Mr, 
Campbell's  marriage  took  place  September  12, 1846, 
the  lady  whom  he  made  his  wife  being  in  her 
maiden  days,  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Coburn,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  Berwicltshire,  August  29,  1825. 
She  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Coburn,  She  was  reared  in  Scotland 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  with  her  parents 
she  emigi-at«d  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
Cleveland,  at  which  place  she  met  our  subject  and 
consented  to  be  his  wife.  They  are  the  parents  of 
live  children,  one  daughter  and  four  sons.  They 
are  by  name:  Donald  N,,  James  C,  John  B.,  David 
C.  and  Margaret  A.  The  eldest  son  was  bom  in 
Haginaw  County,  in  1847.  He  died  in  the  late  war, 
being  at  the  time  at  the  hospital  in  Detroit.  James 
C.,  who  as  before  stated,  was  the  first  wliite  child 
bom  in  East  Saginaw,  first  saw  the  liglit  of  day 
Upcember  5,  1860.  He  is  now  in  California,  and 
is  Superintendent  of  a  gold  mine  in  Brownsville, 
Yuba  County.  John  D.  was  liorn  in  Hartland  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  this  State,  July  9,  1853, 
and  is  now  practicing  his  profession  as  a  physician 
in  Taylor,  White  Pine  County,  Sev.  David  C. 
was  i)Om  where  his  parents  now  reside,  in  1856, 
He  is  now  a  praotieing  lawyer  in  Bozeman.  Mont. 
Margaret  A.,  who  was  born  in  1859,  in  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  is  the  wife  of  Artliur 
W,  Newman,  and  she  and  her  husband  make  their 
home  with  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch. 

He  of  wnom  we  write  has  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  good  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  retired  from  the  active  pursuit  of 
his  agi'icultural  calhng.  He  is  and  has  been  for  a 
number  of  yeara,  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
Mr.  Campbell's  life  on  tlic  water  has  been  a  very 
varied  experience,  not  being  confined  to  the  high 


seas.  For  four  wintci's  he  served  as  watchman  on 
tlie  Mississippi  on  a  boat  that  ran  from  Cincinnati 
to  New  Orleans.  For  his  services  he  received  164 
a  month  besides  his  board  and  wasliing.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  first  one  to  respond  to  the  temperance 
teachings  of  Father  Mathew  when  the  latter  was 
holding  meetings  in  Queenstown,  Ireland.  He  af- 
terward aeted  as  an  agent  for  emigrants  in  Ireland, 
finding  locations  for  them  in  this  country, 

Arthur  W.  Newman,  the  son-in-law  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  Ix)ni  in  Brighton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  this  State,  June  21,  1866.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  place,  and  November  23,  1887,  mar- 
ried tlie  only  daughter  of  our  subject.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  thus  far  with  the  advent  of  one 
child,  Anslie  N,,  who  was  born  January  29,  1891. 
Mr.  Newman  is  running  the  fai-m  for  his  father-in- 


RA  W.  CASE,  is  a  leading  dry-goods  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Brighton,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  where  he  has  been  in  business  for 
forty-four  years  and  consequently  is  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  this  locality,  liaving  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  transformation  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
contour  of  the  county,  and  in  the  pliases  of  society 
that  liave  succeeded  each  other  in  the  history  of 
the  town.  Althougli  he  was  reared  in  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  bom  in  Oswego  County,  of 
the  same  State,  March  21,1819,  and  has  attained 
more  than  the  usually  allotted  three-score  and  ten 
years  of  age.  His  is  no  uninteresting  history,  as  he 
is  familiar  with,  and  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the 
growth  of  two  states,  besides  having  had  the  prog- 
ress of  the  nation  under  his  intellectual  eye. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Case,  a  native  of 
Biiode  Island,  who  was  tliereborn  Mai-ch  14,  1782. 
The  Case  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  having  come 
from  the  motlier  country  before  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Samuel  Case  was  by  calling  a  farmer  and  re- 
moved to  New  York  State  from  his  native  State, 
and  there  lived  for  some  years.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1838,  settling  in  Hamburg  Township,  Liv- 
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ingstoii  (.'ounty.  Ijeing  one  of  the  original  settlers, 
fliid  Ijeeoniiiig  possessed  (if  considerable  Ooveni- 
iiieiit  land.  Prior  to  iiis  coming  to  this  State,  he 
had  an  accident  which  I'endered  liim  a  cripple  for 
life.  While  hunting  in  Oswego  Connty,  N.  V., 
Iioth  of  liis  feet  were  frozen.  He  did  not  give 
iDUch  attention  to  fanning  but  followed  the  occu- 
|)alion  of  shoemaking.  He  was  twice  married,  his 
(irst  wife  heiug  Catherine  (,'randat,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  Xovember  18, 1782,  and  by  her  he 
liecaine  the  father  of  seven  children.  Her  deatli 
took  place  .Inly  2f>,  181(1,  and  not  a  great  while 
ul'ter  he  married  Clarissa  (.'randal,  a  sisterof  his  fii^st 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Counecticnt,  February  27, 
1795.  There  were  twelve  children  by  thin  union. 
<(nly  six  of  these  however,  lived.  He  died  April 
16.  1854,  in  t^tambiug.  His  wife  survived  him 
II  number  of  yeare,  passing  away  November  9,  1871. 

Ira  Case  is  the  fifth  in  older  of  birth  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  was  boin  and  I'eai'ed,  on  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  Palermo,  Oswego  Countj,  N.  Y.  The 
county  was  quite  new  and  hi?  first  school  days  were 
spent  in  a  log  schoolhonse  wliidi  was  about  one 
mile  distant  from  his  home.  The  first  school  that 
he  attended  had  no  doore  or  windows.  It  boasted, 
however,  a  gi'eat  flreplac«,  and  slab  seats  were  so 
arranged  tliat  the  mistress  could  command  without 
ti-Quble,  each  pair  of  eyes.  He  did  not  enjoy  many 
educational  advantages  until  aft«r  fifteen  yeais  of 
age  at  which  time  his  experience  was  wholly  pi'ac- 
ticfll.  He  then  went  on  the  Erie  Canal,  driving 
the  horses  in  the  tow  path  and  was  thus  employed 
for  four  or  five  years  nntil  finally  he  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  steersman.  He  was  engaged  on 
the  canal  iKiat  during  the  summer  and  nent  to 
school  winters. 

Mr,  Case  finally  pin-chased  a  canal  Iwat  with  tht 
money  he  had  earned,  being  at  the  time  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He,  howevej-  ran  hii 
Ivoat  but  a  few  years,  when  he  met  with  an  aeci 
dent  and  his  boat  was  sunk.  In  1840  he  cami 
West  to  Michigan,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
father  who  had  preceded  him  hither  by  two  \eai-« 
Here  he  remained  for  two  years  when  he  'igain  ran 
a  boat  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
returned  to  this  State  and  worked  for  his  brothei 
for  four  yeai-s  in  a  store  in    Hamburg  Trwnship 


about  four  miles  west  of  whei-e  he  resides.  His  abil- 
ity a--'  a  young  man  soon  made  itself  felt  and  he 
was  given  office  in  the  local  government,  teing 
made  under  Sheriflf  and  constAble  in  Hamburg 
Township.  The  country  was  then  very  new,  and 
wild  game  was  plentiful,  Indians  c«me  through 
and  camped  in  the  vicinity. 

Our  subjetit's  brother,  selling  out  his  interest  in 
Hamberg,  they  came  to  Brighton,  where  the  former 
engf^ed  in  business.  Ii-a  Case  clerked  for  his  brother 
and  about  two  years  later  purchased  a  half  interest 
in  tlie  business,  which  they  wnducted  until  the 
brother's  death  in  1867.  J'revioustothis  time  our 
subject  had  purehased  an  interest  in  a  dry  goods 
stock  in  pai-tnership  with  Patrick  itonley,  the  firm 
conducted  a  thriving  business  for  some  time.  The 
firm  continued  to  transact  business  until  1884. 
when  Mr.  ('ase  purchased  the  entire  stock  and  now 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  pioneer  mer- 
chant of  Brighton  and  the  oldest  merchant  in  Liv- 
in^ton  County.  He  0(«upics  a  two-story-briek 
block  which  is  filled  with  a  general  line  of  goods 
that  have  been  selected  with  great  care  and  discrim- 
ination. He  carries  a  line  of  goods  that  is  suited 
entirely  to  the  demands  of  his  customers. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  Febru- 
ary 16,  1853.  His  wife  in  her  maiden  days  was 
Fidelia  S.  Kddy,  born  July  26,  1831,  in  Ontorio 
(^ounty,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  tjie 
parents  of  seven  children,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows: .Jasper  W^.,  Nellie  K.,  Alta  E.,  Mabel  E.,  Myi- 
tie  W,,  Baitaw  1.  and  ('lio  S.  The  eldest  son,  who 
was  iiom  .iuly  31,  18.'>4,  is  now  deceased,  as  is  the 
next  child  who  was  bora  September  19, 1856.  Alta 
E  was  born  December  21,  1858,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  E.  Placeway,  editor  of  the  Argus  in  the 
city  of  Brighton,  this  State,  Mabel  whose  natal 
day  was  March  1,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  •loscph  Pat- 
teison,  who  is  the  editor  of  the  Nortliei'it  Democrat 
of  Grayling,  Crawford  (bounty,  this  Stat«.  Myi-tie, 
wa«  born  ,lanuary  19,  1865,  and  remains  at  home 
with  hci'  ])arents.  Bartaw,  whose  natal  day  wa* 
September  23,  1869,  clerks  in  his  father's  store. 
( ho  S.,  who  wns  born  March  27,  1874,  is  stil!  at 
home;  he  graduated  from  the  Brighton  High  School 
it  the  age  of  sixteen.  Besides  their  own  family. 
Ml .  and  Mrs.  Case  reared  a  niece  whose  name  was 
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Amelia  V.  C'anipl>ell.  Shewas  born  May  19,  184(1. 
and  was  about  four  years  of  age  when  she  entei-ed 
our  subject's  family.  She  mftrried  and  died  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,  III. 

Our  subject  is  an  old  liiic  Democrat,  hut  takes 
kindly  to  the  new  doctrine,  lie  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Brigfiton  for  eig'hlecn  years  and  in  earlj 
daye  while  holding  that  office  transacted  a  gi-eat 
deal  of  business.  He  lias  at  vaiions  tinier  l)een  a 
delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions,  and  to 
other  conventions,  Mr.  Case  is  ntiw  the  owner  of 
H  Mmall  farm  near  Brighton,  and  lini>  for  iionie 
years  owned  various  farms.  His  residence  in  the 
city  is  a  model  of  neatnessand  elegance.  His  home 
is  a,  line  building,  well  located  in  the  midst  of  a 
beautiful  lawn  and  sun-oiinded  by  fine  shade  tiees. 
Aircredit  shoidd  be  given  to  the  man  who  lieginning 
life  without  any  advantages  raises  himself  to  so  en  - 
viable  a  position  as  liae  our  su[)ject.  He  iNJgan  on 
on  the  tow-path  at  ilO  a  month  and  has  never  rec- 
eived Ute  ("lighteiit  assistance  in  a  pecimi.ir^'  ivny 
during  his  career,  but  has  foujrht  his  own  way 
thi'ontrh  life. 


,^W^^  RS.  DKBOIiAH  lil.AISTKIi,  wirlow  of 
///  it  ^'*'''*'''*  Cilaister,  who  came  to  ttiis  city  in 
ijj  ''  1872,  resides  in  a  handsome  and  atti-activc 
''  home  at     No.    402   Walnut  Street.     This 

large  brick  edifice  was  erected  by  Mr.  (ilal^tll  in 
1876.  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  city,  'I'hat  gen 
ticman  was  bom  in  England.  September  H  182b 
and  being  natur,il!y  of  a  roving  dis(Kisition  he 
came  to  the  I'nited  States  and  Canada  several 
times.  He  made  his  tii-st  trip  when  he  was  twenty 
seven  yeai's  old  and  during  that  visit  he  *ui>ei 
intended  the  stone  work  of  the  Pai'liament  Iioum 
at  Ottawa.  While  still  residing  in  Ilngland  hi. 
was  married,  February  H,  !847,  to  MissDelonh 
Brough.  Sbe  was  the  daughter  of  C.iiit  ("^1t^1 
Brough. 

In  1864  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (ilaister.  with  then  m\ 
younjjcer  children,  came  to  this  country  and  ■■ettle  1 
in  Ottawa,  Canada.    The  eldest  fum  had  iiri'\'iousli 


come  to  <'aii:id;i.  After  living  m  Ottawa  four 
yeai-s  they  came,  ill  I8CH,  to  the  State-  setthng  in 
Detroit,  where  Mr,  Glaister  took  Oiarge  of  put- 
tlfig  in  the  stone  work  of  the  nt>  hall  T^eav- 
ing  Detroit  he  went  to  Kttsbnig,  Pa.  to  huild  the 
TVinity  Chureh  and  Chapel,  as  he  ha<l  taken  the 
conti-act  for  that  building.  Returning  to  Detroit 
he  became  one  of  the  contractors  for  the  present 
Slate  Capitol  at  I^Ausiug.  In  consequence  of  this 
new  engagement  lie  removed  to  this  city,  which 
he  found  so  pleasant  a  home  that  he  decided  to 
permanently-  locate  here.  After  a  few  yeai-s  he  de- 
termined tf>  retire  fi-om  active  business  and  did 
not  fill  his  time  with  conttacts.  although  he  built 
the  stone  w<irk  of  the  |Htstoltice  now  in  iisi'  in 
I^nsing. 

Mr.  (ilaister  owned  two  store  buildings  on  Mich- 
igan Avenue  and  two  houses  on  Walnut  Street, 
which  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and 
also  a  good  house  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  which  is  still 
in  the  family.  This  useful  and  intelligent  gentle- 
man made  his  mark  among  men  of  Lansing  and 
his  loss  was  greatly  felt  when  he  w,as  called  away 
liy  death,  March  22.  1887.  lie  was  pKiminently 
identified  with  tlie  Indo]>endent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  while  living  in  Liverpool  was  cou- 
nei'ted  with  tlie  Druids.  Before  coming  to  this 
country  this  excellent  couple  were  connected  with 
the  church  of  their  fathcj'j^the  established  church 
of  Kngland — and  after  coming  here  continued 
Iheir  relations  with  the  Kpiscopal  Chuix'h. 

Six  children  survived  the  father,  the  eldest  soji. 
WiUnm  I)  having  died  in  1877  at  the  age  of 
twent\  nine  ^tai--  the  next  son  in  age  lieaiing 
the  name  of  RKhaid  passed  awa\  in  lanuan 
I8«a  It  the  age  of  thutv  nme  Those  who  aie 
now  living  aie  Isal)eila  I  widow  of  Henr\  Ilait 
ley  of  Minneapolis  Annie  Mrs  fdwin  Vshley  "f 
Ithata  till- Stite  Joseph  (  icsiding  m  I  anting 
hbzabeth  I)  wifeofDi  Reddings  of  Manthesfei 
Mah    flud  Oinli  I     niti  ol  Mi      \    1-men    (ftlin 

Mt\ 

Th»  mothci  of  thee  childien  wa-  bom  in  tt  hilf 
Haven   (  umberland  Cou^t^    England   in  182J      n, 
the  id  ot  June     ind    w-i-    the    daughtei    of  Capt 
Biough   whr    t<n     >\fr    fort\    yeai-s  was  i  tea  ta)>- 
lain.     When  quite   a    girl    Miw    Bi^ough  went  to 
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Liverpool,  wlieie  she  resided  until  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Glaistei'.  This  noble  and  etticiLnt  woman  has 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  wlio  know  her 
and  she  is  carrying  on  successfuUv  the  estate  which 
has  come  into  her  hands  M  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. 


^^  HARLES  D.  COWLES.  The  pioneers  of 
(ll  ^  Injrham  County  are  a  class  of  men  who,  for 
^to*  sturdy  integrity,  thorough-going  industry 
and  uniiauTitied  entei-prise,  will  compai-e  favorably 
with  any  class  of  men  wliom  we  may  name.  They 
did  not  come  to  the  West  with  the  expectation  of 
finding  a  i-oyal  road  to  fortune,  and  they  had 
enough  good  sense  to  linow  that  that  road  does 
not  exist  for  tl)e  honorable  and  upright  man. 
Tlicy  did  hope,  however,  and  their  hopes  were 
i-ealized,  to  make  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  which 
in  time  should  "  blossom  as  the  rose,"  and  where 
they  might  place  the  feet  of  their  children  on  the 
high  road  to  independence  and  a  comfortable 
competency. 

Among  the  older  residents  of  this  county  we  arc 
l>leased  to  name  Mr.  Cowles,  of  Lansing,  who  camo 
here  April  6, 1868,  having  been  born  in  Johnstown, 
Barry  County,  Mich.,  October  11,1843.  His  par- 
ents, Jason  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Cowlee,  were  from 
the  East,  his  father  having  been  born  in  Panton, 
Vt,,  April  1,  1796,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Michi- 
gan in  1833,  having  taken  to  wife  Miss  Lydia 
Shepherd,  a  native  of  Vermont.  They  came  to 
the  new  West,  hoping  that  the  change  might  ben- 
efit the  heal*^h  of  tills  lady,  but  she  did  not  survive 
many  years  as  she  died  in  Joncaville,  Mich.,  in 
1837.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Johnson 
and  to  her  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony in  1841.  She  was  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y., 
November  1,  1813,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  tlio 
early  days. 

The  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  by  occupation  for 
many  years  a  merchant  and  also  for  a  long  period 
of  ycTvrs  was  in  the  employ  of  East«ni  capitaliBfs, 
who  desired  to  have  him  locate  lands  for  them,  us 


well  as  to  attend  to  other  business.  Throughout 
his  life  in  Michigan  he  had  in  his  possession  a  fine- 
farm  in  Barry  County,  He  went  to  Battle  Creek  in 
18.54  in  order  to  give  his  son  a  better  opportunity  for 
education  and  there  he  remained  until  his  death, 
March  4,  1862,  He  had  four  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  all  of  whom  have  passed  from  earth,  and 
our  subject  is  the  only  child  of  his  mother,  who 
died  in  Bedford,  Calhoun  County,  July  14,  1876, 
although  her  home  had  been  for  some  years  with 
her  son  in  Lansing,  Mich, 

Having  completed  his  education  at  Battle  Creek, 
young  Cowles  spent  one  year  on  the  farm  and 
then  I'csponded,  as  did  so  many  other  brave  boys, 
to  the  call  for  help  sent  out  by  Abmliam  Lincoln 
when  the  country  needed  her  sons.  He  enlisted 
July  22,  1862,  in  Company  D,  Seventeenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  and  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  placed  in  Burnsidc's  Ninth  Army 
Cor[>8,  and  his  first  battle  was  at  South  Mountain, 
Md.,  which  took  place  September  14,  1862,  Three 
days  later  they  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
and  were  also  in  the  siege  of  Fredericksburg. 
Being  transferred  to  the  department  of  the  Cum- 
berland he  went  with  his  i-egiment  to  Mississippi 
and  was  stationed  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  imtil 
its  surrender,  July  4,  1863.  He  participated  in 
the  campaign  and  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,.Tuly  1 6  to 
20.  Returning  in  August,  1863  toKcntucky,hewas 
left  at  Crab  Orchard  on  detached  dnty,  rejoining  his 
regimental  Annapolis,  Md.,  April  2, 1864, and  was 
with  It  until  he  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  May  6,  1 864.  He  was  reported  dead 
at  that  time  as  he  was  lost  sight  of,  having  been 
sent  from  the  field  to  a  temporary  hospital.  He 
was  afterward  removed  to  Harwood  Hospital  in 
Washington  and  thence  to  H*.  Mary's  in  Detroit. 
He  received  his  discharge  at  Harper's  Plospltal  at 
Detroit  on  the  last  day  of  January,  1865,andthen 
returned  to  Battle  Creek,  as  he  wished  to  devote 
himself  to  a  more  thorough  course  of  study. 

After  two  years  of  study  Mr.  Cowles  engaged  in 
various  avocations  till  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1868 
as  Clerk  in  the  Auditor  General's  otflce,  where  he 
remained  most  of  the  time  until  1879.  He  was 
elected  City  Clerk  and  held  that  office  for  three 
terms,  being  the  flrat  man  who  ever  held  over  in 
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that  ofllce  during  three  teiins  in  Lausiiig.  After 
being  relieved  from  official  duties  he  weitt  West 
and  since  his  retnrn  haw  heen  in  the  news  liiisinciw 
most  of  the  time.  " 

Among  the  notable  events  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  chronicle  in  the  life  of  Mr.  C'owles,  is  his 
marriage,  A\>f\]  27.  1871,  at  IJedfoiti,  Mich.,  to 
Emma  F...  daiigbter  of  William  T.  Hamilton.  Tbih 
iinioii  bap  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  bean* 
tiful  daughters.  The  eldest,  Jnlia  E.,  has  l>eeii 
called  to  a  bettei'  and  a  hrightei'  world,  hnt  Mar'i 
E.  and  Lois  M.  are  still  the  joy  and  comfort  of 
their  ])areiit6.  The  (irand  Army  of  tlie  Republic 
is  an  organization  in  whieli  Mr.  Cowles  feels  n 
keen  interest  and  he  has  btn-n  Adjutant  of  the 
Post  for  three  terms.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  aiid  in  connection  with  it' 
work  he  is  a  member  of  the  committ^'e  which  eai- 
ries  on  a  miision  in  the  southern  iwrt  of  the  city. 
In  every  sphere  of  life  this  gentleman  i*-  n-efnl 
and  efficient  and  his  example  and  influence  arc 
well  adapted  to  I)enef1t  the  rising  geneiatioii  while 
his  example  of  patriotic  devotion  to  his  conntry 
is  well  worth  i-eciting  for  the  edification  of  the 
generation  who  have  grown  up  since  those  days 
when  our  hearts  Iffiat  in  anxiety  for  the  honor  of 
on  I-  Hag. 


yEORCiE  D.  BENJAMIN.  The  owner  of  a 
-,  fine  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  located  on  section  33,  Handy 
Township,  l^ivingston  C'ounty,  onr  subject  by  his 
progreseivenoss,  natural  ability'  as  a  man  and  high 
standing  as  a  business  man  is  one  of  the  represents 
ative  i>eople  of  tlic  township.  When  he  jiorcliased 
his  land  in  1880  it  was  jjartialiy  improved.  Since 
then  he  has  clenrpd,  planted  and  built  until  it  is  a 
model  among  the  line  agricultural  places  <if  the 
region.  His  home  is  all  that  money  sup|>leinei]ted 
l)y  taste  and  good  sense  can  make  it. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  u  native  of  Yates  County,  N. 
W,  and  was  born  November  i!t,  1837.  He  is  n  son 
of  William  and   Abigail    (Shelby)    Benjamin,  nat- 


ives of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
Ciime  to  this  Slate  in  1838,  being  one  of  the  earl- 
iest settlyj-s  ill  this  township.  He  located  on  secl- 
tion  l-i,  there  liought  one  himdred  acres  whereon 
he  remained  for  eighteen  years  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  moved  to  Conway  Township 
where  he  is  still  farming  at  the  age  ot  ninety.  Tlic 
mother  tMi^sed  awa\  from  Ihi*  life,  in   IH.jH. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  David  lienj- 
amin,  wa^  a  native  of  New  York,  a  phyician  In 
pi-ofession  but  a  farmer  liy  calling.  He  wa-  the 
head  of  a  large  fainil_\'  and  was  a  J^emoerat. 
William  Itenjamin  ii-  the  father  of  fourteen 
children,  lialf  of  wh.,m  are  still  living.  They 
are  -lane,  now  Mr.-.  Ray;  \lfreda,  who  i-  .Mrs. 
Wo<tdard:  our  snliject;  Siilly,  now  Mrs.  BKm-II; 
John.  Albei't  and  .\melia,  wlio.-e  married  name  is 
((Ids.  The  father  i.-  a  Democrat  in  his  [)olitical 
likmiTs.  The  original  iif  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
the  boine  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  at  twenty  yeai's  of  age.  working  by  the 
month  and  following  this  course  of  procedure  for 
one  year,  when  he  purchased  part  of  his  father's 
place,  or  sixty  acres  in  Handy  Township.  He 
lived  there  four  years  and  then  married,  after 
whieh  he  moved  to  Handy  Township  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  on  shares  for  one  season. 

On  coming  to  this  township  he  bought  eighty- 
ai'ies  on  section  24. and  lived  on  that  section  for 
two  years,  but  later  traded  this  purchase  for  a  saw- 
mill which  lie  ran  for  one  year  and  tins  in  turn  be 
traded  for  a  farm  in  Ray  'f'ownsiiip,  Ingham 
County,  and  was  tliei-e  engaged  in  agricultural 
business  for  five  yeai-s.  after  wiiieli  fie  went  to 
Danby  Township,  Ionia  Count;-,  and  there  ran  a 
saw  mill  foi'  three  yeai-s.  He  then  returned  to 
Handy  Town8lii|»  and  purchased  a  mill  in  Iosco 
Townsiiip,  running  the  same  for  three  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  traded  that  mill  for 
his  present  farm,  which  is  a  fine  tract  liearing  the 
best  of  buildings.  He  here  devotes  himself  to  geu- 
Ci'al  farming,  supplementing  the  products  of  the 
earth  l)y  his  stock  interests,  of  which  he  has  some 
(it  the  finest  grades.  There  is  a  fine  orehard  upon 
his  place,  that  is  at  the  present  time  in  its  best  and 
most  haleyon  period  of  productiveness. 
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February  12,  1859,  the  original  of  our  Bketch 
was  united'tn  marriage  to  Miss  Elinor  Knowles,  a 
native  of  Wayne  Countj',  N.  Y,'  Her  parents  were 
Mattliew  and  Polly  (Tupper)  Knowles,  natives  of 
Ireland  and  New  York  respectively;  the  mother 
died  in  1851,  The  father  came  to  this  country 
when  a  boy,  in  company  with  a  brother  John,  liis 
father  being  a  wealthy  man  who  was  a  siiip  owner 
in  Ireland.  Mrs,  Benjamin  is  one  of  fonr  child- 
ren, only  two  living  at  the  present  time.  They 
are  the  lady  who  is  the  life  partner  of  our  subject, 
and  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Weller. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  the  proud  parent  of  two  sons- 
Burnett  B.'and  Edwin  II.  The  former  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Fowlerville  Union  School  and  has  been 
a  teacher.  The  sons  are  both  Masons,  the  elder 
having  taken  the  seventh  degree.  He  of  whom  we 
write,  belongs  to  the  Deniocratic  party.  He  is  a 
Farmera'  Alliance  man,  also  belonging  to  the 
Grange.  He  has  been  a  generous  contributor  to 
all  measures  that  promise  to  be  for  the  advantage 
of  and  improvement  of  the  portion  of  the  country 
in  whiclt  he  lives.  Mrs.  Benjamin  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  home  they  are  the  posses- 
sors of  bears  every  evidence  of  the  culture  and 
rertnement  that  characterizes  its  occupants.  Books 
and  magazines  are  here  found  and  arc  the  daily 
companions  of  our  subject  and  his  family. 


^^HKODORE  DIETZ.  A  native  of  tlte  great 
af^^  metropolis  of  America,  our  subject  is  of 
^i^  German  ancestry.  His  father  was  Pet«r 
Dietz  and  liis  mother  Charlotte  Dietz,  both  natives 
of  the  Fatherland,  They  had  emigrated  to  this 
land  which  promised  freedom  and  speedy  wealtli, 
when  young  people.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his 
native  city  until  he  reached  the  age  of  five  years,  at 
wliich  time  his  parents  removed  to  Washtenaw 
County,  Mich.  There  the  family  remained  for  Ave 
year.',  or  until  our  subject  was  ten  years  of  age. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Ing- 
liani  County,  and  8ettle<f  iri  Leroy  Township,  ao 
that  as  will  be  readily  seen  the  greater  portion    of 


our  subject's  experience,  covering  more  than  forty 
years,  has  been  associated  with  the  progress  and 
history  of  the  district  in  which  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Dietz'  family  being  energetic  and  ambitious 
people  were  soon  in  the  van  of  travelers  and  finan- 
cial succBse,  They  were  regarded  as  among  the 
most  prominent  people  of  their  district.  They 
itotti  passed  away  in  this  township,  having  been 
the  parents  of  nine  cliildren  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Henry,  Cornelius,  .tnd  Theodoie. 
Tlie  confidence  and  resjiect  that  our  subject's 
father  enjoyed  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
appointed  to  several  township  oftices,  having  at 
one  time  been  the  Supervisor. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  familiar  with  all  tlie 
phases  of  pioneer  life,  having  passed  through  tlie 
various  experiences  with  his  parents.  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  this  township.  Here  he  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school  and  although  he 
had  not  the  advantages  of  a  libeial  education,  has 
made  np  for  deficiencies  to  a  great  extent  by  his 
individual  efforts.  In  February,  1860,  our  subject 
WAS  married  to  Mary  C.  Taylor,  who  bore  him  two 
children.  These  little  ones  did  not  long  survive. 
The  mother  too,  passed  away  and  in  1866  he  was  a 
second  time  married,  his  bride  being  Mary  Rix,  a 
sister  of  Hiram  Eix,  Jr.,  of  Leroy  Township,  for 
whose  further  history  see  sketch  in  another  part  of 
this  AiJiusi.  The  marital  relation  in  this  case  has 
been  very  hannonious. 

Tliere  are  nine  living  children  that  have  been  the 
fruit  of  this  second  union  of  our  subject.  They 
are  by  name  Leroy,  Arthur.  Helen,  Rockwell, 
Henry,  Robert,  Theodora,  Catherine  and  Cornelius, 
all  young  people  whose  gift*  of  splendid  physiques 
liave  been  blest  by  the  additional  advantage  of 
large  mental  capacity.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  land  which  has  been 
well  improved  and  is  in  a  first-clnss  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  has  served  in  various  offices  in  the 
township,  having  been  Highway  Commissioner. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in 
politics,  casting  his  vote  and  the  weight  of  his  in- 
fluence with  that  party.  Tlie  fine  farm  of  which 
he  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  speaks  more  elo- 
quently  than   any   wordy  praise  can  do  of   the 
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good  qualities  of  the  man — his  industry,  the  taste 
that  finishes  his  work  and  the  careful  management 
that  enables  liim  to  accomplish  so  much. 


jlkif  the  noteworthy  British- American  citizens  of 
Ji  M  Colioctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  we 
"'  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  present  the  por- 
tiait  and  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Wriggels worth,  whose 
departure  from  the  scenes  of  eartli  was  deeply  re- 
gretted by  all  wlio  had  come  within  the  scope  of 
liis  acquaintance.  He  was  born  Mareli  26,  1834, 
ill  Nottinghamshire,  Kngland.  His  father,  John 
AVriggels worth,  who  wa«  a  butcher  in  England,  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  a  widow,  had  one 
(laughter  by  lier  previous  marriage,  and  presented 
to  Mr.  Wriggelsworth  a  son,  who  is  our  subject, 
'I'lie  motlier  did  not  leave  hcrnativelaud,  butdied 
in  England,  and  tlie  father's  second  wife  was  Sai-ah 
(Shaw,  who  bore  him  four  sons  and  one  dauglttei'. 

In  the  spring  of  1852  the  family  migrated  to  the 
I'nited  States,  and  settled  first  in  the  Genesee  Val- 
ley, N.  Y.  tn  1853  Mr.  Wriggelsworth  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Cohoetah  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  later  went  to  Argentine,  Gen- 
esee County,  tills  Htate,  piireliasiug  eighty  acres  of 
land  upon  which  he  lived  until  his  death,  May 
9,  1873.  His  wife  still  survives  and  is  making  her 
home  with  her  children. 

Upon  the  farm  of  his  father  in  England,  young 
Wriggelsworth  grew  to  maturity,  and  upon  com- 
ing to  this  country  he  engaged  with  his  father  in 
farming.  In  1855  he  cjime  t«  Cohoetali  Township, 
and  for  three  years  worked  by  the  month,  and  af- 
terward rented  the  eighty  acres  on  section  3,  wheie 
his  widow  now  makes  her  home.  At  the  end  of  five 
years  he  had  so  prospered  as  to  be  able  to  buy  tills 
property,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
til at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  some  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres.  His  decea»»  occurred  Octo- 
ber 18,  1890,  and  he  was  truly  missed  not  only  in 
Jiis  private  capacity  as  a  farmer,  but  also  as  a  citi- 


zen, and  especi'illy  in.  his  Oiflce  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  which  lie  had  served  for  twenty  yeara. 
He  was  drafted  into  tlie  army  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  promptly  furnished  a  substitute. 

Mrs.  Wriggelsworth,  who  boi'e  the  name  of 
Nancy  J.  Hadsall,  was  born  July  3,  1844,  in  Lu- 
zerne County,  I'a.,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Jane  (I>ymand)  Hadsall.  She  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1855,and  settled  inf'o- 
hoctah  Township,  where  the  father  still  i-esides.  He 
served  the  cause  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadsall  had  nine  children  and  eiglit  of 
them  they  had  tl»e  pleasure  of  rearing  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.  The  second  son,Gordon,  Ikas  (tassed 
from  earth,  and  those  who  are  living  are  Milt^jn, 
JIary  E.,  Perry,  James,  Nancy  J.,  Evert  E.,  Becker 
L.  and  Ellen.  The  marriage  day  of  Mr.  and  Miv. 
Wriggelsworth,  was  March  3,  1861,  and  thi-ough 
the  past  thirty  years  they  have  experienced  a  long 
period  of  domestic  happiness.  Ten  of  their  twelve 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Sarah  A,,  Mary 
E..  Schuyler  (;.,  John  E.,  Orlando,  Carrie  L.,  Ken- 
yon  K.,  i>oi'a  It.  and  liirtie  and  Myrtle  (twins). 
One  son,  Frank  L.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three; 
Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Fay,  and  Mai'y  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Hiram  (iilland.  Besides  his  farming 
property,  our  subject  left  to  his  family  the  elevator 
which  is  doing  a  flourishing  business  at  the  railroad 
station  of  C'ohoetah.  He  was  highly  honored  and 
respected,  and  his  widow  shares  in  tlie  same  degree 
of  esteem. 


eHARLES  FOSTER.  For  the  jjast  four  years 
a  resident  of  Okemos,  our  subject  is  a  re- 
tired farmer  and  is  still  tlie  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  excellent  laud  in 
Meridian  TownsJiip,  Ingham  County,  He  wad 
born  on  the  4th  of  October,  1824,  in  Kiugsr 
clere,  Hampshire,  England.  His  father,  Jesse  Fos- 
ter, was  boi'n  in  the  place  above  named  in  1786, 
and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a  small 
farm  and  renting  two  large  ones  near  by-  Four' 
generations  of  the  Foster  family  rented  the  same 
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faiTiis.  Jesse  Foster  died  in  1852.  He  was  the 
father  of  thirteen  chilflren,  wliose  names  are  as 
follows:  Mary,  Ann,  lx>uisa,  Harah,  Rebecca,  John, 
Alartha,  Charles,  William,  Hester,  Kliza,  Charlotte, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  eldest  of  the  children  iianied  above  married 
John  Saltmarsh  in  England;  she  died  and  he  mar- 
ried her  sister  Sarah;  they  emigiated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  Meridian  Township.  Ann 
lived  until  twenty-four  yeai-s  of  age;  Lonisa  mar- 
ried John  Jennings  and  is  now  deceased;  Rebecca 
l)ecame  the  wife  of  Chariot  Tovery  and  is  now  a 
widow  living  in  Meridian  Township;  Martha  mar- 
ried George  Appleton,  of  England;  William. died 
when  twelve  years  of  age;  Hester  was  united  in 
marriage  to  W^llliam  Barrett, of  England;  Elizabeth 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1852  and  married 
C'hristopher  Nicliols;  she  also  is  deceased.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  prior  to  her  marriage  Mies  Char- 
lotte Harlot  and  bovn  in  Stratfteld  Saye,  England, 
when  the  Dnke  of  Wellington  owned  this  as  his 
country  place,  in  17H4;  .she  died  in  1834. 

The  oi'iginal  of  0«r  sketch  worked  on  the  farm 
of  hiK  fathei  until  he  wis  twenty  live  ytais  of  ige, 
(■pending  most  of  hi'-  time  (.aiing  foi  and  heiding 
■*heep  The  stewaid  of  the  estatt  endeayoiedto 
prevail  upon  the  \  oung  man  to  icmain  and  ton- 
tinue  th(  management  of  ttu  faim  which  hi-^  fathei 
had  so  long  and  favorably  cared  for.  but  the  jjrom- 
ises  of  the  New  World  held  out  to  a  young  man  and 
aspiring  emigrant  were  not  to  he  i-esistcd.  Before 
he  sailed  he  was  married  to  Miss  ('hristian  Nichols. 
Mai-ch  H,  1850.  Their  wedding  trip  was  the 
journey  across  the  ocean  to  their  new  home.  Mrs. 
Foster  was  born  in  Berkshire,  England,  March  24, 
1829.  Her  father,  Samuel,  was  a  wood-turner  and 
brush-maker  and  died  in  Berkshii'e  in  1876  at  tlie 
age  of  eiglity-one  years,  llei'  mother's  maiden 
name  waf  Sarah  Ta^y-lor.  Aftei'  landing  in  New 
York  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Foster  came  directly  to  I'ontiac, 
Mich.  At  this  place  he  Iwiight  a  few  indispens- 
able tools  and  household  goods  and  loading  them 
into  a  wagon  drawn  by  ox- teams  they  started  on 
the  tedious  trip  for  the  farm  now  owned  hv  them. 
.  The  firet  year  our  subject  was  ill  a  gi-eat  jmrtion  of 
the  time  with  fever  and  ague  and  life  in  the  new 
rountry  was  fwrticnlarly  hard  for  him,  as  he  knew 


so  little  of  pioneer  farming.  It  was  especially  dif- 
licult  for  him  to  become  a  good  choi)per,  hut  by 
industry  and  economy,  as  the  yeare  liave  gone  by, 
lie  has  amassed  a  fair  fortune  and  has  given  suh- 
st^ntial  aid  to  his  children  and  is  still  in  prosi>er- 
ous  cii'cuin stances,  ranking  among  the  solid  farmers 
(.if  Ingham  County. 

Ten  children  have  Iteeu  born  to  this  coiiple. 
'Ihey  are  William  C,  Henry  N.,  Thomas  B.,  Agnes 
H.,  Charles  S.,  John  C,  Walter  J.,  Ella  C,  Clifford 
C.  and  Bertram  (J.  William,  who  was  bom  Jan- 
uary 12,  1852,  died  in  his  fourteenth  year;  Henry, 
who  was  bom  Mai-ch  1.^,  1854,  manied  Emma 
llerre,  of  Meridan  Township;  they  have  three  chil- 
dren—Kidney, Nellie  .and  I^na.  'ITiomas  B.,  born 
Angiist  li),  1855,  died  in  his  twenty-sixth  year; 
Agnes  S.,  who  was  bom  December  15,  1856,  mar- 
ried Edward  Blair,  now  of  Manistee,  this  Stale; 
they  have  three  children — (Charles,  Ethel  anii  Ben. 
Charles  S,,  born  3, 1858,  married  Mary  Khun;  their 
children  are — Burr,Williftm,  Roy,  Ard, Edward, Ros- 
etha  and  Norman.  John,  who  was  bom  February  2, 
1 860,  married  Jenny  Cook,  of  Meridian  Township; 
two  children  aie  now  living — Kittie  and  Ruth. 
jWrs.  John  Foster  died  February  2,  1890;  Walter, 
wlio  was  born  in  1862,  married  Emma  Ai-mstrong, 
of  -Miiir;  she  died  July  26,  1890.  This  son  was 
educated  at  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  for 
ft  time  and  finally  entered  the  Medical  ]>epartment 
of  the  University  at  Wooster,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1885.  He  is  now  a 
physician  at  I.Aingsburg,  this  State.  He  was  mai'i-icd 
again  in  1890  to  Miss  May  OIney,  of  Pine  ].^ke; 
Ella,  who  was  born  October  3, 1863.  married  Aaron 
Roby,  of  Bath;  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren— Edith  and  Miirle.  who  died  July  22,  1891. 
Clifford,  born  October  2,1865,  married  Olive  Shif- 
fer,  of  Bath.  Bertram,  horn  July  -S,  1868,  died 
when  two  veal's  of  age. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  iif  Oke- 
nios  for  about  forty  years.  Politically,  Jlr.  Foster 
is  a  Republican,  having  the  most  abiding  faith  in 
the  platform  of  tlmt  party.  Always  having  been 
interested  in  the  raising  of  sheep,  Mr.  Foster  has 
found  them  to  l>e  very  profitable.  He  was  a  she|v- 
lierd  in    liis  younger  days  and  has  dealt  (juite  ex- 
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tensively  in  them  lor  many  yeai-s.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly the  best  posted  man  on  this  subject  ill  MeridiRu 
Township.  The  family  of  which  onr  subject  is  head 
is  a  most  estimable  one,  and  the  position  they  oc- 
cupy in  this  towusliip  is  eiiviftble. 


-^^D#n|| 


^IDAM  SlIAITH  In  t 
*Oi  gentleman  who  In  foi  i 
///  !!-    successful   fftrmei   in    1 1 


licit    of  thi 
V  ^Cirs  been  i 
;  ton    Co«nt> 
(^  and  is  now  located  on  eection  29  Coliottah 

Township,  may  i>e  toiind  nu  illnsti-atton  of  the 
worth  of  good  prlne^ple^  and  habits  of  indii^tri 
and  pradence.  He  hart  not  mheiited  wealth  thit 
falls  to  some  Inen,  but  lias  fought  his  wa\  Ihiongli 
life,  provided  onl\  with  the  advantages  that  a 
beneficent  nature  has  gianted  him  He  was  born 
in  Bavni'ia,  f!erman>  near  Seiblitz  Novembei  9 
i8.32,  and  is  a  son  ol  Adam  and  Maigaret  (Rink) 
Shaller,  Reared  tt  agricultural  woik  1  efoie  len\ 
ing  the  Fatherland  he  was  overseer  for  a  nobleman 
■who  possessed  a  fine  estate.  After  his  marriage  lit! 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  but  life  in  the 
New  World  opening  up  an  alluring  vista  befoi-e 
him,  he  with  his  family  left  t-Jermany  about  Sept- 
ember 1,  1848.  They  took  vessel  at  Bremen  and 
after  a  journey  of  seven  weeks  and  thi-ee  days, 
landed  at  New  York  and  proceeded  in  a  few  weeks 
to  Michigan.  Their  first  stop  was  made  at  Tetls- 
l>oro,  Washtenaw  ('ounty. 

In  the  last  week  in  December,  1848.  the  family 
to  which  our  subject  belonged  located  on  eighty 
acres  of  .section  29,  ('ohoetah  Township,  wlieie 
tJie  father  of  the  family  died  in  August,  1850,  at 
the  age  of  lorty-ftve  years.  At  his  decease  he  left 
to  his  widow  one  son,  our  subject,  the  parents 
having  lost  one  daughter  pi-evions  to  coming  to 
this  country.  Our  subject's  mother  was  thrice 
married,  ber  first  union  being  with  a  Mr.  Kreil. 
By  him  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
two,  Adam  and  Margaret,  reaching  years  of  ma- 
turity but  remaining  in  their  native  Land.  Her 
second  husband  was  John  Shodel  and  by  this  mar- 
riage three  children  were  born  who  reached  ma- 


turity. Eli  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Eliza- 
l)eth  Zahan  also  died,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter 
—Adam  and  Margaret.  By  the  third  marriage  she 
became  Mi-s.  Shaller.  She  passed  away  from  this 
life  in  August,  1872,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  j'ears. 
She  was  a  woman  of  large  natui'e  and  of  keen 
mental  ind  moral  twaeption*  She  has  been  i  life 
h  ng  memliei  of  the  I  uthei-an  Chuich 

V--  IS  the  tuattm  m  (Telman^  cm  cul  jtct 
1  Htned  a  a;ood  piactical  education  in  his  native 
t  Hgue  Reaicd  on  i  faim  at  tlie  age  of  twent\ 
one  he  begin  life  foi  himself  en  eighty  ac^ies  of 
land  belonging  to  the  hcmestead  taken  up  by  his 
fithei  m  tohoctflh  lownship  He  assumed  the  ciie 
and  support  if  hi*  niothei  ind  l>ought  out  his 
sistei  « inteitst  m  the  estate  Ihe  place  upon  which 
the  family  oiiginall\  settled  <u  Loming  here  has 
evei  -nnte  been  his  home  Ht  hai  added  tw 
hundied  and  eighty  acies  tiince  being  caie  taker  cf 
the  eitate  and  has  cleai-ed  vei  one  hundred  and 
sixty  iciea  At  two  diffcieut  times  he  sold  Ian  i 
aggiegatme  one  hundied  and  tight\  itie=  so  that 
hi"  f aim  now  comprises  tw  hundred  and  eight* 
aci-es. 

For  the  past  year  Mr.  Shaller  has  resided  on  the 
farm  across  the  road  from  the  old  homestead.  This 
is  finely  improved  with  handsome  buildings,  his 
residence  being  pleasantly  Located  on  n  command- 
ing eminence  and  containing  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  also  has  excellent 
barns  and  shelters  for  his  stock  of  whicli  be  is  very 
proud,  tie  has  raised  scime  <if  the  finest  cattle 
ever  seen  in  his  comnmnity,  sjiaring  no  tremble  or 
expense  in  pi<wuring  the  finest  grades. 

February  II.  1866,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabetli 
Lahring,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Octo- 
ber 28,  1837.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Agatha  (B^ngbiner)  Lahring,  natives  of  Germany, 
the  father  born  near  Hanover  and  the  mother,  near 
Wittenbei-g.  Tlieir  marriage  took  place  after  they 
came  to  this  country  and  their  first  home  was  made 
in  the  city  where  Mr.  Lahring  was  employed  in  a 
sugar  factory.  In  1839  they  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Holly,  Oakland  County,  where  they 
resided  until  tlie  death  of  the  father,  which  occur- 
red about  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
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The  family  bom  to  this  worthy  couple  comprised 
five  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  John  F., 
Elizabeth,  Henrietta,  Charlotte  and  Sophia.  Mr;!. 
Shaller's  father  is  one  of  six  children  born  to  his 
parents.  They  are  Margaret.  Henry,  Harmon, 
John  Fi-ederick,  Lewis  and  Catlierine. 

The  domestic  life  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  it 
is  onr  pleasure  to  here  give  a  sketch  in  outline,  ha> 
l>een  of  the  liappiest  iiatui-e.  His  wife  is  an  excel 
lent  and  amiable  housewife  and  a  good  manager, 
so  that  the  interior  economy  is  carried  on  as  per- 
fectly as  the  policy  which  has  made  the  outer 
agricultural  work  a  success.  Thi-ee  childi'cn  have 
l)een  fK>rn  to  this  wortliy  couple.  They  are  Fred 
W.,  John  H.  and  Clara  J.,  the  latter  of  wlium  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty -three  years.  Mr.  Shaller  is  a 
good  citizen,  loyal  to  his  adopted  country  and 
anxious  that  the  best  measures  should  be  adopted 
for  the  advancement  of  every  department  in  the 
locality  in  wliicli  lie  lives.  Althougli  his  inclina- 
tions in,chuich  matters  are  for  his  own  denomina- 
tion and  that  to  which  he  was  brought  up — the 
Lutheran — he  is  a  generous  contributor  to  all 
churches.  He  is  a  Itcpublicau  in  politics  and  in 
his  personal  life  is  an  example  of  uprightness  and 
pitrnightforward,  simple  Iionor. 


Jjr^^lLLIAM  J.  MINER  Most  generally  liiiown 
as  the  proprietor  of  the  livery  stable  in 
'^'^  Fowlerville,  Livings  ton  County,  Mr.  Miner 
is  also  engaged  in  business  as  operator  of  the  steam 
sawmill,  located  near  the  t»ack  of  the  Detroit, 
l^ansing  ite  Northern  Kailroad,  which  is  an  industry 
that  adds  greatly  to  tlie  enterprise  of  the  commun- 
ity giving  employment  to  a  number  of  men  and 
making  current  a  large  amount  of  money.  Mr. 
Miner  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having  been  born 
in  Conway  Township,  Livingjiton  County,  Nov- 
ember 7,  1846.  He  is  the  son  of  Ezra  and  Annie 
M.  (Skidraore)  Miner,  natives  of  New  York.  (Jur 
subject's  parents  emigrated  to  the  West,  casting 
their  lot  with  the  pioneers  whose  unceasing  efforts 
have  made  Michigan  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 


:  fertile  of  Stales.  About  1842,  he  settled  in  Hart- 
land  Township  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 

Ezra  Miner  moved  from  his  fii-st  location  in 
Hartland  Township  to  Conway,  where,  securing 
eighty  acres  of  woodland  he  at  once  engaged  in 
farming.  First  clearing  a  space  in  the  midst  of 
the  timl«r  he  laid  the  monarchs  of  tlie  forest  low 
in  order  to  erect  a  log  house  for  his  family.  He 
l>artially  improved  the  fai-m  and  in  1887  he  sold  it 
and  removed  to  Handy  Township  from  Corunna 
and  here  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming.  He  is 
a  strong  adherent  of  the  Democi-atic  party.  He 
and  iiis  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  childi'cn  wlio 
-are  living.  They  are  Emily,  Mehitable,  William 
■I.,  Frank  M.,  Selden  S.  and  Henry  li.     The  eldest 

I  daughter  is  now  Mrs,  Convei-se;  Meliitable  is  Mi-s. 
I>aws'in;  Frank  is  a  farmer  in  Livingston  County; 
Selden  S.  is  an  attorney  at  t'orunna,  Shiawassee 
County,  liolding  tlie  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney 
for  the  county;  Henry  Jl.  is  a  farmer  in  Osceola 

i  County,  this  State.  Another  son,  Fioyd,  was  a 
druggist  and  a  wholesale  and  tetail  grocer  at  St. 
Ignace  on   tlie  Mackinaw  Strait.     Thei-e  he    was 

[   drowned  July  S,  1885,  by  the  ca^)sizing  of  a  sail 

I  boat  in  which  three  others  besides  himself  met  an 
untimely  end.  Although  only  about  a  mile  from 
shore  they  were  never  any  of  tliem  found. 

Our  subject  remained  at  liome  until  twenty-one 
yeai'S  of  age.  As  a  boy  he  received  the  advant- 
ages common  in  the  public  scliools.  He  was  raised 
a  farmer  and  assisted  his  father  with  that  work  as 
long  nfi  he  was  under  the  [Ktrental  loof.  On  start- 
ing out  for  himself  after  i-eaching  his  majority,  he 
liegan  farming  in  Cohoctah  Township,  thiscountj', 
securing  eighty  acrw*  of  land.  For  four  yeare  he 
devoted  his  attention  and  enei^ies  to  this  traet 
and  tlien  sold  out,  going  to  Corunna  where  lie 
remained  for  three  months.  He  then  returned  to 
Cohoctah  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  where  h((  remained  for  twelve  yeaiv, 
during  which  time  lie  was  engaged  in  general 
farming.  After  si»ending  so  long  a  time  upon  the 
place  it  can  well  be  imagined  that  he  parted  ti  itlt 
it  reluctantly.  He,  however,  felt  that  commei-cial 
life  was  more  suited  to  his  years  and  temperament 
and  on  selling  his  place  came  to  Fowlerville  where 
lip   lifls   wince   engaged   in   his    pi-esent    business. 
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Aside  from  his  teams  and  fine  tunioute  he  lias  two 
very  good  busses  that  are  used  in  conveying  trav- 
elers to  and  from  station  and  hotels.  He  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  ten  good  horses  and  a  large 
number  of  fine  turnouts. 

Mr.  Miner  huilt  liis  steam  sawmill  this  last 
spring  (1891).  He  already  employs  eight  men 
Mild  does  a  tliriving  business.  He  has  ten  acres  of 
land  lying  inside  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town 
and  &  fine  residence  on  Grand  River  Street.  This 
is  presided  over  very  gracefully  by  his  wife,  who 
was  before  her  mairiage  Miss  Emmie  Daly,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Daly  of  Cohoetah  Township,  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miner  were  united  in  the 
lx)nds  of  matrimony  Mait-h  9,  18G9,  They  liave 
one  child,  a  sun,  Fred  L.  The  social  relatione  of 
our  subject  are  firmly  laid  in  the  mciiiliersbip  with 
the  Masons  and  as  one  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Vnited  Workmen.  Potitieall.\',  he  inherits  a  faitli 
in  the  Democratic  creed.  Mr.  Miner  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the   villajrc. 


»-#!'^!#-? 


JAMES  M  MONROE.  A  prominent  citizen 
of  Lero>  Township.  Ingham  County,  he 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  lias 
the  interest  of  the  community  at  heart,  not 
onh  becauw  lie  is  an  integral  part  of  that  commu- 
nity, but  from  a  humanitanan  and  a  sectional 
standpoint,  taking  pride  in  everything  that  shall 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  people  with  whom  his 
lot  is  cast.  He  is  the  owner  and  resident  upon  sec- 
tion 14,  Leroy  Township,  and  a  native  of  Living- 
ston County,  this  Stat«,  being  there  l>orn  Decem- 
ber 4,  1838. 

The  original  of  our  ."ketch  is  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Luana  (Hicks)  Moni'oe.  His  ptiteriial  grandsire  is 
said  to  Have  tieen  a  li evolutionary  soldier.  His 
parents  emigrated  to  the  Wolverine  State  and  here 
settled  in  the  early  '30s.  Their  fii-st  home  was 
made  in  the  depth  of  the  woods  where  they  were 
the  fii-st  settlers  in  that  region.  Francis  Monroe, 
our  subject 's  father  still  survives,  making  his  home 
in  the  city  of  Howeil.     He  is  in  his  seventy-eighth 


year,  and  has  been  the  father  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  seven  still  survive.  They  are  Henry  0., 
Francis,  James  M.,  Norton  M.,  (Jeorge,  William 
and  Lucinda.  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Morgan. 

In  eaily  days  Francis  Monroe  served  as  Presi- 
dent of  Livingston  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  wae  one  of  the  Board  who  first  organized  the 
Central  Fair  in  Lansing.  In  his  |)olitical  liking  a 
Itepublic«n,  he  was  ever  loj'al  to  his  party.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State  and  county.  He  received 
the  education  common  to  the  lads  of  his  time. 
whicli  means  that  he  al)sorhed  a  practical  amount 
of  knowledge  regai'diiig  the  three  r's.  Since  that 
time  his  broader  experience  has  added  to  Ills  self 
culture  to  a  gi-eat  degree,  and  for  a  short  time  he 
attended  scliool  at  Howell.  It  was  a  select  institu- 
tion of  learning. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
thi-ee  times.  The  third  time  he  joined  Compan.>- 
( '•.  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  aud  with  im  regiment 
was  assigned  to  duty  ill  the  Ai-my  of  the  Potomac. 
He  fought  in  the  siege  of  Yoiktown  and  in  the  Iwtt- 
tle  of  Williamsburg,  where  he  received  a  bayonet 
wound  above  the  knee  cap  on  the  left  leg.  He  was 
also  in  the  battle  of  Five  Oaks,  where  he  had  three 
bullets  shot  through  his  clothing.  He  was  also  in 
the  battle  of  Peach  Orehard  and  in  that  of  Chan- 
tilly,  liesides  pai'ticipatiiig  in  the  battle  of  Malvern 
Hill;  he  was  also  at  Harrison's  landing,  and  was 
engaged  in  several  minor  skirmishes.  In  addition 
to  his  previous  wounds  he  received  a  sunstroke  at 
Harrison  Landing,  aud  confined  to  the  hospital  for 
a  time,  being  finally  discharged  November  17, 1862, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  native  State. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  married  on  the  2d  of  July, 
1863,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth,  a  daughter 
of  Edmund  AUehin,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
in  another  part  of  this  Album.  Three  children 
are  the  fruit  of  this  nnion.  They  are:  Elmer, 
wlio  is  married  and  resides  in  Weberville;  Lottie; 
and  Lulu,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Leonard.  Lot- 
tie is  the  wifeof  Alpheus  Townsend.  Besides  these 
children  of  their  own,  they  have  also  an  adopted 
son,  Arthur  A.,  who  is  a  child  of  our  subject's 
brother,  Geoi'ge  Monroe.     The  children  are  young 
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men  an<l  women  of  marked  ability,  and  doubtless 
in  a  time  of  emergency  in  wliich  the  country  was 
tliveat«ned  would  be  as  i-eady  as  was  their  father  to 
give  the  best  they  had  for  its  safety. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
I'arm  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land.  This  is  well  tilled  and  improved,  bearing  a 
pleasant  home  and  well-stocked  baJ'ns  and  granaries 
with  places  for  stjjck.  Socially  Mr.  Monroe  is  popu- 
lar and  well  liked,  being  genial  and  having  at  his 
command  a  fund  of  bright  andinteresting  inci- 
dents to  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  self-made  man,  and  is  emi- 
nently the  architect  of  his  own  fortune.  A  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  belief,  our  subject  believes 
fnlly  in  the  future  success  as  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  Government  reigning  under  his  party.  For  a 
number  of  yeai-s  past  he  has  been  School  Director, 
and  has  also  served  as  School  Assessor.  His  war 
experiences  ai-e  kept  bright,  and  his  interest  in  his 
comrades  undiminished  by  his  membership  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  his  religious 
relations  Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Weberville, 
To  him  belongs  the  credit  of  having  estab- 
lished the  first  Sunday-school  in  that  church 
and  he  has  for  a  long  time  served  as  il«  Su- 
perintendent. He  has  also  been  one  of  the  chief  i 
promotere  of  the  interest  in  the  church.  Our  sub- 
ject's record  is  that  of  a  good,  loyal  and  honor- 
able man,  and  one  who  cannot  fait  to  be  well  pleas-  '. 
ing  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man. 


fl 


ARTIN  VAN  BUREN  ii 


™    ant  of  one  of  our  illustrious  early  presi- 
4  dents.    When  death  arrested  the  pulse  of 
*  him  whose  name  is  at  the  head   of  this 

sketch,  society  lost  one  of  its  most  genial  and 
whole-souled  members,  the  agricultural  calling  one 
of  its  most  enlightened  and  advanced  workers  and 
his  home  the  spirit  that  uplifted,  encouraged  and 
advanced  the  interest  of  his  family.  That  he  was 
highly  regarded  is  attested  by  the  honors  paid  at 


the  last  sad  rites,  wlien  from  far  and  near  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  gathered  to  pay  the  last 
tribute  of  i-espect  and  to  recount  in  tender  words 
the  many  kind  and  gracious  acts  that  made  his  life 
a  tale  not  i-ead  in  vain. 

Jfr.  Van  Buren  was  born  April  7,  1826,  in  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1855 
and  settled  in  Handy  Township,  where  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  fine 
land  on  section  22,  He  made  many  impi-ovements 
upon  the  place,  feeling  that  the  perfection  of  each 
little  personal  domain  led  to  the  improvement  aud 
beautiflcation  of  the  whole.  He  took  an  active 
interest  in  all  that  pertained  to  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  county,  not  selfishly  but 
loyally  and  humanely.  He  was  an  active  worker 
in  the  Baptist  Chui-ch,  of  which  he  had  been  a 
Trustee  for  some  years. 

Mr.  Van  Buren 's  parents  wei-e  Rudolplius  and 
Hannah  (Brott)  Van  Buren,  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
who  after  their  marriage  settled  in  New  York. 
Their  son  Martin,  after  reaching  manhood  was 
joined  in  the  matrimonial  relation  to  Miss  Sarah 
<>.  Dunn,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Christina 
(Gardner)  Dunn,  natives  of  Maine.  The  former 
was  engaged  in  the  lumbering  business  in  his 
younger  days  and  came  to  Michigan  in  1855,  set- 
tling in  Handy  Township.  Here  he  engaged  in 
farming,  following  this  calling  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  November,  1877.  The  mother 
still  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  her  son, 
Joshua  Dunn.  She  has  reached  patriarchal  years 
and  is  venerated  by  all  who  know  her.  Eighty- 
seven  years  of  age,  she  represents  both  generations 
now  living.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
.Tosliua,  Mrs.  Van  Buren,  Mellen,  of  Fowlerville; 
and  Elijah.  Our  subject  has  had  two  children — 
Ida,  now  Mi's.  D.  A.  French,  resides  in  Chicago, 
111.;  George  M.  still  makes  his  home  under  his 
father's  roof. 

The  widow  of  our  subject  is  deeply  interested  in 
church  work,  being  associated  with  the  Baptist 
denomination.  She  was  formerly  a  memherof  the 
Christian  Temperance  Union  and  is  now  a  teacher 
of  the  Bible  class,  her  pupils  being  the  older  mem- 
bei's  of  the  ehui'ch.  For  tlie  last  four  years 
she  has  been  a  Deaconess  in  the   Baptist  Church, 
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A  lady  of  largo  intellectuality  and  the  highest 
liioral  and  spiritual  aspiratiouH,  »he  is  loved  ami 
leapected  bj-  alt.  Her  liome  is  the  abode  of  t«n- 
ileniess,  gentleness  and  raei'oy  to  the  unfortunate 
and  tried  little  ones  of  the  Mast«i\  Martin  Van 
\'aii  .Buren  was  in  politics  a  Demoerat.  His  de- 
■■easm  occurred tSepteniber  iil,  1880. 


^'=^^^m^"^$m^^^^=^< 


lip^KANK  PARKER.  Death  chose  a  shininj^ 
|I=KV|  mark  in  taking  for  it.-i  target  he  whost' 
'§[  '  name  is  above,  and  one  which  is  a  .•;yn- 
onyin  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  for  so 
many  j'ears  lived  for  all  that  is  genial,  enterprising 
imd  progressive.  The  regards  tliat  were  shown  hini 
at  interment  prove  how  gi-eatly  his  loss  was  felt  in 
the  community.  Hostin  of  friends  followed  him  Ut 
his  last  resting  place,  and  many  were  the  kindly 
words  spoken  of  his  i>ast  life  and  incidents  retold 
that  redound  to  liis  ei-edit  and  honor. ,  He  left  a 
widow  who  still  lives  on  the  farm  on  section  iP,  of 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  County.  There  she 
conducts  most  successfully  flie  agricultural  work 
that  her  husband  began. 

Mr.  Frank  Parker  was  born  in  Hambnrg,  Mich., 
in  1852,  and  was  reared  a  fai'mer  l>oy.  He  attended 
school  iu  the  city  of  Howell,  remaining  at  home 
with  his  parents  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of 
age.  His  parents  wei-e  Edward  and  Martha  ( Holt) 
Parkei",  natives  of  the  I-^stern  States.  They  were 
early  settiei-s  in  Oceohi  Township,  wlieie  they 
are  now  living,  owning  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  township.  They  have  a  family  of  five  chil- 
di-en,  our  subject  being  second  in  order  of  birth. 

On  leaving  home  the  original  of  this  sketch 
worked  out  on  farms,  continuing  to  be  thus  em- 
ployed until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Maria  Riddle  of 
Ueeola  Township.  Then  he  rented  a  place  wliidi 
he  worked  on  shares  for  one  year,  after  which  he 
purchased  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  widow.  It 
comprises  forty-two  acres  and  is,  considering  it^s 
size,  one  of  tlie  most  piodiictive  tracts  in  the  vicin- 
ity. They  moved  upon  the  place  in  1875,  and 
continued  to  farm   until    1884,  when  he  went  to 


work  for  his  fathci-in-law  in  Oeeola  Township, 
They  had  been  there  only  three  months  and  three 
days  when  the  terrible  calamity  that  caused  his 
death  occurred.  He  was  out  in  the  field  plowing 
on  the  24th  of  June.  1W84.  when  a  terrific  shower 
and  thunder  ^storm  came  up.  He  took  his  team 
from  the[plow_and  went  to  the  edge  of  the  woods 
and  while  standing  under  a  ti-ee  was  struck  by 
lightning  and  almost  instantly  killed. 

In  his  ideas  of  fJovernmentaJ  right  and  justice, 
Mr.  Parker  was  a  follower  of  the  Repul)lican  party, 
lie  was  a  most  _wortliy  man  and  is  greatly  missed 
by  his  bereaved  family.  Mr.  I*arker's  widow  lived 
prior  to  her  marriage  in  Osceola  Township,  where 
she  was  born  April  1 1 .  1853.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  .\ndre"-  aud  Mai'Sfaret  (Stuai-t)  Riddle,  both 
natives  i.if  Scotland,  where  they  were  also  nmrried. 
llei'  fatiier  was  by  ti-ade  a  blacltsinith  and  was  en- 
gaged in  wt)i-k  at  liis  trade  in  his  native  land  be- 
fore coming  to  i^merioa.  Mr.  Riddle's  father  had 
preceded  him  to  this  country  having  settled  some 
time  befoie  his  coming  hither  in  Oeeola  Township 
and  being  among  the  very  early  settlei-s  there.  He 
afterward  sent  for  his  wife  and  two  children,  they 
making  the  journey  across  the  Atlantic  alone. 
That  was  in  the  day  of  sailing  vessels  and  the  voy- 
age was  a  veiy  long  and  tedious  one,  but  they 
finallj'  reached  this  county  safe  and  well,  An- 
drew Riddle  Sr.  remained  in  this  county  until  his 
death  aud  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  prominent 
men  ()f  his  day.  He  Iiad  a  large  family  who  at- 
tained honorable  positions  in  life.  Andiew  Riddle, 
-Ir,  is  still  living  in  Oeeola  Township  and  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  large  farm.  He  has  there  a  black- 
smith shop  and  carried  on  blacksmithing  and  farm- 
ing together  until  too  old  to  have  so  great  care 
and  resign  SI  bility.  He  is  now  retired  from  active 
labor  and  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  is  comfortably 
situated. 

Mrs.  Parker  and  her  bi-otiier  William  ai-e  the 
only  childi-en  of  her  father's  family  who  are  now 
living.  The  latter  is  a  fanner  in  Oeeola  Township. 
After  herhusband's  death  Mi-s.  Parker  returned  to 
her  home  in  Howell  Township  whei-e  she  conducts 
her  fann  of  forty-two  acres  and  is  engaged  in 
raising  horses,  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs.  She  has  a 
family  of  four  eliildren  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
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Andrew,  Jessie  M.,  Chavles  S.  and  Claude  B.  The 
eldest  soil  is  a  stationary  engineer  by  profession, 
having  run  the  same  engine  for  the  last  three 
years;  Jessie  M.,  is  now  clerking  for  William  Mc 
Pherson  &  Sons  of  Howell;  Charles  S.  and  Claude 
B.  are  their  mother's  assislants  in  caring  for  the 
farm.  Mrs.  Parker  grows  fruits,  in  which  she  is 
very  successful — peaches,  pears,  plums  and  small 
fruits.  She  is  an  active,  enterprising  womai,  (ind 
highly  respected  liy  nil  who  know  lier. 


it^M  ANLY  II.  SHEIfMAX  was  l>om  January 
/r  li  ^'  ^^*^'^^  ^'^^-  Morris,  Livingston  County, 
ijl  't  N.  Y.  His  father,  Josiah  Sherman,  was  a 
■  native  of  tiie  same  State,  l>orn  in  the   year 

of  1800,  and  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  The  mother, 
who  is  of  Oiei'man  descent,  was  born  in  New  Jer- 
sey during  the  same  year  and  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ruth  t!ari'.  The  ancestors  came  from 
Knglaud  originally,  and  were  three  brothers — 
John,  James  and  Morgan,  and  from  these,  who 
came  over  during  the  Revohitionaiy  War,  all  the 
Shermans  in  the  United  States  liave  sprung. 

Manly  H.  Sherman  was  but  six  years  old  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  where  the  father  carried  on  weaving  for  the 
firet  two  years  and  then  sold  his  little  home  and 
bought  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Wheatfleld  Town- 
ship, where  they  resided  for  seventeen  years. 
Manly  H.,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  of 
eleven,  remained  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-three,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  years 
old  he  attended  tlie  district  school. 

Being  converted  to  Christianity  at  an  early  age, 
and  aspiring  to  the  ministry,  our  subject  became 
dissatisfied  with  his   education    and  attended   the 
High  School  at   Owosso  for  five  terms,  and  then   , 
took  one  tej-m  at  Ypsilanti  High  School,  preparing  I 
himself  for  college.     Owing  to  overwork  and  ex- 
posure and  consequent  ill-health,  the  young  man    ' 
finally  gave  up  the  prospect  of  a  collegiate  course.   I 
During    the  war   his  brother  Josiah   entered    the 


army  as  a  membei  of  the  Ihiid  Michigan  Infinti> 
He  died  at  Chattanooga  Maich  23  1865  ^nd 
willed  to  our  subject  his  'small  estate  with  whith 
he  pui-chased  eight}   acres  of  land  from  his  fathti 

In  the  fall  of  1866  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Elthea  Russell  of  Ypsilanti  daugh 
ter  of  Jonathan  Russell  i  farmer  He  w^  itill 
determined  to  have  a  more  thorough  educatitn 
and  entering  Mayhew's  C'ollege,  at  Albion,  took  a 
liusiiiess  coui'se.  He  sold  the  farm  in  order  to  edu- 
cate himself  and  carry  his  family  exjwnses,  and  he 
llien  went  to  work  upon  a  farm. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Sherman  took  place 
June  22,  1870,  the  bride  being  Helen  Burdick. 
of  Meridian  Township,  daughter  of  Robert  Bur- 
dick. One  daughter  is  the  result  of  this  man-iage. 
Helen  B.,  who  was  bora  in  1876,  and  is  at  home 
with  her  ^jarents,  where  she  is  still  pursuing  hei' 
literary  and  musical  education. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  tliat  Mr.  Shei'man  was 
disappointed  in  his  educational  plans,  he  linally 
Joined  the  Michigan  Conference  and  for  some 
time  devoted  himself  to  the  ministry  of  the  {gos- 
pel. Twenty-two  years  ago  he  removed  to  Oke- 
mus  and  for  one  year  carried  on  a  drug  store. 
Selling  that  out,  he  went  to  Jackson,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  undertaking  business,  contracting  a 
debt  of  about  $4,000.  He  gradually  gained  in 
popularity  until  he  had  a  large  share  of  the  under- 
taking business  in  that  city,  and  in  two  and  one- 
half  years  he  cleared  over  12,000.  He  then  bought 
out  the  drug  business  of  G.  A.  Hurd,  of  Okemus. 
and  carried  it  on  for  one  year. 

The  next  enterprise  of  Mr,  Sherman  was  in  the 
line  of  farming,  in  which  he  was  unfortunate,  and 
he  then  returned  to  Jackson  and  was  there  engaged 
in  service  for  others,  and  finally  went  into  the 
drug  and  grocery  business  at  Okemus,  After  a 
Are,  which  destroyed  his  store  and  stock,  he  rebuilt 
and  is  now  prosperous  in  his  business  and  is 
running  a  drug  store  and  grecery.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Wheatfleld  before  the  plank  road  was 
established  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  since  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  and  in  this  religious  home  his  wife  is  also  an 
active  member.  He  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  .17. 
F.    &  A.  M.,  at  Jackson,  Lodge  No.    229,   I.    O. 
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0.  F.,  at  Okemos,  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  at  Lansing,  to  tlie  Good  Templars  and 
to  the  Knights  of  Labor  and  is  a  Granger.  He  is 
also  connected  witli  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  a 
patriotic  man,  being  deeply  interested  in  Ameri- 
can prosperity. 

All  through /his  early  years  Mr,  Sherman  was  a 
Republican,  and  for  a  time  was  attached  to  the 
Prohibition  party,  but  has  now  returned  to  his 
former  connection.  His  mother  died  in  1880,  at 
Wlieatfield,  and  his  father  passed  away  in  1882. 
They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy  and  three  were  called  hence  after  reach- 
ing maturity. 


||L  &  A.  HUDSON.  It  is  not  now  an  unusual 
Wjy  thing  to  find  ladies  launching  into  business 
(fc^^  for  themselves  and  making  a  striking  suc- 
(^  cess  in  their  chosen  calling.  The  two  ladies 
who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  Hudson  House  in 
the  city  of  Lansing  could  not  well  fail,  however, 
to  elicit  the  smile  of  Fortunatus,  for  so  clever  are 
they  and  SO  pleasing  in  manner  as  to  make  their 
place  an  attractive  and  homelike  resort  for  gentle- 
men and  ladies.  The  firm  is  composed  of  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Hattie  (Hudson)  Bowie  and  Miss  Allie 
.    Hudson. 

The  ladies  are  of  English  parentage,  their  father, 
Martin  Hudson,  being  a  native  of  Berkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  there  born  May  4,  1819.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  land  until  a  child  of  ten  or  twelve 
years  and  then  with  his  parents  came  to  America. 
They  located  in  Rogersville,  Ohio,  on  a  farm, 
where  the  young  man  was  reared,  but  as  soon  as 
he  had  a  voice  in  his  own  afFaii's  he  began  service 
as  a  bell  boy  in  the  old  American  House  in  Cleve- 
land, gradually  working  up  in  the  business  and 
finally  set  out  for  himself  as  the  propriettir  of  a 
hotel  in  Huron,  Ohio,  Later  he  removed  to  Milan, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  in  the  hotel  business  until 
he  came  to  Lansing  in  1859.  He  brought  his 
family  hither  by  stage  frOm  Jackson.  He  had 
been  here  previously  and  had  leased  the  old  Lan- 


I    sing  House,  which  he  mn  until  it  was  burned.     He 
!    then   became   the  proprietor  of   the   old    Benton 
\    House,  now  known  as  the  Everett  House.     This 
;    he  continued  for  about  two  years  and  then   took 
i    charge  of  the  old  Eagle  House,  which  he  later  pur- 
'    chased,  changing  its  name  to  the  American  House, 
I        When  the  new  Lansing  House,  now  called  Hotel 
j   Downey,  was  completed  Mr.  Hudson  furnished  the 
I   place  and  opened  it,  giving  a  grand  house-warming 
I    as  the  inaugural  affair.     He  conducted  it  for  about 
eleven  years,  from  1864  to  1875,  and  then  sold  his 
interest  in  it  to  N.  G,  Isabelle,      Latei'  he  built  the 
j   Hudson  House  on  the  site  of  the  old  American 
,   House.     This  building  is  a  fine,  large,  substantial 
ediiice,  well  furnished  and  conducted  by  him  until 
his    death,  which   occuiTed    March    15,  1889,     He 
was  at  the  time  sixty-nine  years  of  age.     He  was 
of  a  geniai,  whole-souled  nature  and  greatly  liked 
by  all  who   came    in    conta,ct    with    him.     In   his 
political   liking  he  was  a  strong  Republican  and  of 
course  in  his  position  tlie  weight  of  his  influence 
was  not  small.     He  was  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Michigan  Hotelmen's  Association  and  for  many 
yeai-s  was  one  of  its  most  prominent  membera.   He 
took  an  active  stand  in  the  workings  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  was  a  represent- 
ative   to    the    Grand  Lodge    almost  every   year. 
For  one  term  he  filled  the  position  of  Alderman 
from   the  Third  Ward,  but  resigned   the  place  at 
the  end  of  the  second  year.     The  last  two  months 
of  his  life  he  spent  at  Harper's  Hospital  at  Detroit 
and  there  died.     Although  he  was  not  connected 
with  any  religious  body  his  inclination  was  strongly 
toward  the  Episcopalians. 

The  mother  of  our  subjects  was,  previous  to  her 
marriage,  Miss  Elizabeth  (^i-ask,  an  English  lady, 
who  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Lynn,  vShe  came  to 
America  with  her  mother  when  but  eleven  years 
of  age  and  was  married  at  Florence,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 6,  1843.  She  died  .September  23,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Cliurah  and  a  devoted  Christian 
woman  with  high  ideals  of  right  and  honor,  iShe 
was  the  mother  of  five  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  E.  Herbert,  Winthrop,  Lester,  Hattie  H. 
and  Allie  L.-  The  eldest  son  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  over 
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tlirfe  yi-niv  in  the  Civil  War.  He  is  now  s  i-esideiit 
(if  Chk'agu.  Wiutlirop  died  in  !87ri  in  1-ansiiig. 
l^'ster  is  in  business*  in  Lanijiiig. 

Hattie  and  Allie  were  botli  lioni  in  Lausinjf  and 
wei'u  liere  reared  and  educated.  After  their  father'^ 
deatli  tUev  became  the  po'«e»<aoii'  of  the  Iliid^uii 
Hoii-*e  and  have  ninte  l)e*)ii  itjs  proprietors*,  and 
^>:ll^•^to  wlio  (ome  here  iiiffd  no  diminntioii  of  fare 
and  attention  fioni  time-  paisl  tt  is  run  in  llr<t- 
liass  it\le  and  it-  a  populai  le^oit  for  the  I>e8t  peo- 
ple of  the  plaie  and  of  tho^e  wlio  are  sojoui-uinfi: 
heie  foi  a  shoit  time  Miss  Hattic  was  married 
Vugiist  «  1881  to  £lair\  \  Bowie,  a  native  of 
I'oitland  Me  lie  came  to  I  ansing  a  ,vounf(  man 
and  now  lias  cliaige  of  the  llndson  in  eom^mny 
«ith  hiN  wife  and  sistei  in  law  Tlie  subjects  of 
tliii  •■ketoh  aiv  Ixith  i-egulai  tittendants  of  the  Epiis- 
copal  Ohnrcb  and  if  ladies  could  liavf  politics 
theirs  would  be  Republican. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  iw  invited  to  Die 
lithographic  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Hudson. 
found  in  connection  witb  this  sketcli. 


|»>IIJ,1AM  B.  EAiiEH. 


Frominent   in  a^i 
he  who 


\rJl'    cultural    and    church  cirelea 

y^J  name  we  have  just  given,  whose  splendid 
farm  is  to  be  found  on  section  7,  in  f  )ceola,  his  na- 
tive township.  Here  he  was  born  November  6, 
1849,  and  his  father,  .Jacob  M.  Eager,  was  a  native 
of  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  had  his  earl,>- 
training  and  education.  Thence  he  came  to  Oce- 
ola  Township,  Livingston  County,  in  1847,  locat- 
ing where  his  son  William  now  lives.  Here  he 
took  up  from  the  Government  one  hundred  and 
twenty  aoi-es  of  wild  land  and  proceeded  t«  chop 
logs  with  which  to  build  a  home.  After  improv- 
ing this  place  he  removed  to  Miliington  and  there 
engaged  in  the  milling  business,  but  aftersix  .years 
removed  to  Howell,  where  he  now  residei^.  He  is 
an  earnest  iiepublican  in  his  political  views' and 
most  wisely  and  judiciously  has  filled. the  office  of 
.liislice  of  tJie   Peace  for  many    vears.     He  is  an 


actue  and  ettitient  memlici  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chiiulnnd  helpfd  to  l)uil(l  tin  first  churcli  that 
was  evci  eiectod  tn  Howell 

Ihe  gi-andfathei  of  oui  subju.t  also  bore  the 
name  of  W  B  ^..agei ,  and  camt  to  Michigan  from 
Oi-ange  (ount\  ^  1  dniing  the  saine  year  in 
which  hLi  son,  Tatob  lemottd  hither.  He  also 
lookup  land  heu  althongh  lie  leturned  to  New 
Yolk  foi  a  whili,  but  lamt  back  to  this  State  and 
bete  spuit  the  lemaindei  of  hl^  >  eai's,  dying  at  a 
good  old  age  The  maiden  name  of  the  grand- 
inothei  of  olu  lubjett  wa.<t  Mooie.  and  his  moth- 
erV  maiden  nami  was  Jf^inih  ( omfort,  was  also 
horn  in  Oiange  tonnt\  N  \  and  is  still  re- 
maining in  bfe  to  lie  Hie  (onifoit  and  inspiration 
of  hei  thildien  Of  hei  foui  sons  and  one 
daiightet  ill  aie  !n  in^  extept  one  that  died  in  in- 

Ibe  >iLaiiiftl  (1  lhi-.-.kft<.ii  "  1-  icared  in  bisua- 
livi.  lionu  and  temained  undei  the  parentnl  roof 
iiiilil  hi.  leached  the  age  oJ  twenty-live  years, 
wliui  he  was  united  m  maiiiagi  t)<>tober  U,  1874. 
to  L.uiia  Walkei,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
homo  of  the  bride's  father,  Mr.  Ilobert  Walker,  of 
whom  our  readei-s  will  be  pleased  to  know  more, 
and  they  will  find  a  brief  sketch  of  him  on  another 
page  of  this  book.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  Oceola 
Township,  and  had  her  birth  in  1855.  The  young 
couple  remained  with  Mr.  Eager's  parents  for  one 
_\'ear  after  marriage,  and  then  built  for  themselves 
a  home  on  section  8,  Oceola  Township,  and  there 
carried  on  general  farming  for  eight  yeai-s,  aftei- 
which  they  removed  to  the  <i!d  homestead  where 
thej-  now  reside. 

Four  manly  sons  have  lieew  gmnted  to  this  cou- 
ple and  to  them  they  liave  given  the  following 
names:  Lyman,  Robert,  .Tames  L.  and  Arthur  P. 
One  hnndred  and  twenty  aci-es  of  Mr.  tiager's 
farm  is  situated  on  .-section  7,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  acres  on  section  8,  and  all  is  under 
cultivation  with  the  exception  of  sixty-live  acres 
which  remain  in  timber.  For  eleven  years  he  has 
been  operating  a  threshing  machine,  and  he  bought 
a  new  steam  thresher  this  fall.  He  keeps  some  very 
flue  cattle  and  now  iias  tliree  liead  of  thorough- 
bred Holsteins  and  keeps  from  one  liundred  and 
twenty-flve  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  sheep  the 
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year  round.  He  also  has  flT«  roadsters  and  draft 
horses,  and  everything  about  his  farm  is  in  excel- 
lent condition. 

The  Republican  party  is  the  political  organize^ 
tion  with  which  Mr.  Eager  finds  himself  in  har- 
mony.    He  was  Township  Clerk  in  1889  and   1890    i 
for  seven  yeai-s  was  a  school  dii-eetor.     He  is  a  i 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  has  I 
held  offices  in  that  body.     Both  he  and  Mrs.  Eager  ' 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work.  ; 


'.inVENJAMIN  SHOWERMAN.  New  York  has 
ll^C  sent  many  of  her  sons  as  pioneers  to  Mich- 
I'f^jl]  igan  and  almost  invariably  they  liave 
^^s=^  proved  good  citizens,  to  whom  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  owes  unspeakably  much.  He 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  one  ot 
the  many  wlm  came  hither  at  an  early  day  and 
have  been  instrumental  in  the  general  upbuilding 
and  perfecting  of  the  Slate.  He  now  resides  on 
section  15,  Wheatland  Township,  Ingham  County, 
whei-e  he  has  a  pleasant  home  that  promises  to  be 
a  haven  of  rest  and  peace  to  his  declining  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  William  Shower- 
man,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
there  man'ied  to  Gertrude  Morrison,  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  Monison,  a  native  of  the  same  C'ounty. 
To  the  elder  Mr.  Showemian  and  his  wife  were  bora 
five  sons  and  two  daughters  that  enjoyed  ordinary 
educational  advantages.  They  remained  in  New 
York  xintil  the  death  of  the  father,  who  throughout 
life  was  engaged  as  a  farmer.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  militia  in  the  Empire  State  and  was  ready 
k»  bo  called  upon  in  time  of  need. 

Our  subject,  Benjamin  Showerman,  was  born 
April  5,  1824,  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
but  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  and  thei-e  he  grew  to  manhood. 
His  experience  was  much  the  same  as  that  of  other 
young  men  of  his  day  and  age.  On  reaching 
manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Shuk, 
a  native  of    Gi'eene  County,   N.   Y.,  their  mai- 


riage  ceremony  being  performed  April  28,  I848,in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Nine  children  have  come 
to  these  fond  parents,  their  names  being  Mary  E,, 
Melvin  B.,  Catherine  G.,  John  W.,  Louisa,  Ed- 
ward A.  and  Jennie.  The  two  latter  are  deceased. 
In  1861,  when  the  future  of  Michigan  was  estab- 
lished and  sure  to  be  a  success,  our  subject  came  to 
the  State  and  located  in  Wheaton  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  securing  eighty  acres  of  land  uijon 
which  he  began  here  as  a  farmer.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.     All  of 


j  this  he  has  cleared  and  broken,  now  having  one 
]  hundred  and  ten  acres  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation. A  good  orchard  has  been  set  out  that  now 
i  yields  an  abundant  crop  of  the  most  luscious  and 
■  tempting  fruit.  A  comfoi'table  and  tasteful  dwell- 
j  ing  has  been  erected,  also  good  barns  and  out- 
I  houses,  most  of  this  work  having  been  done  by  his 
own  individual  efforts. 

Politically,  Mr.  Showerman  is  a  believer  in  the 
principles  of  Democracy,  and  all  the  tenets  of  that 
platform  have  to  him  a  i-eason  and  a  right  for 
being.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  tiie  Peaceand  hasoffieiated  in  that  capacity 
thus  far  most  satisfactorily.  A  genial  and  pleas- 
ant tempered  man,  our  subject  is  popular  with  all 
who  know  him. 


^p?\lLBERT  J.  DANIEl^.  There  is  probably 
1(1  ^_,  no  man   more  trnly  and  justly  respected 

*^^^  and  beloved  bj'  the  community  in  general 
m  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  than  he 
whose  name  we  have  just  given.  He  has  ever 
stood  for  the  right  in  every  line  of  thought  and 
has  maintained  a  sturdy  Christian  character 
throughout  his  whole  career.  His  kindly  intei-est 
in  hisneighborhood  has  deservedly  gained  the  good 
will  of  all,  and  his  upright  dealings  have  com- 
manded their  respect 

Gilbert  Daniels,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  Maith  22,  1797,  in  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son  of  James  Daniels,  a  soldier  in 
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ttie  Revulutioiiai'i'  War.  His  good  wife,  Mavgurct. 
(Dutelier)  !*aiiiel»,  wa,*  also  a  native  of  Montgom- 
ery (.'ovinty.  and  was  liorn  April  2,  IMOII.  Aft^r 
mairiage  tliey  removed  to  Orleans  County,  where 
they  resided  until  1834,  when  they  «ime  to  Miclii- 
gan,  and  wittled  upon  forty  acres  of  wild  land  in 
I 'nadilla  Township.  Here  the  father  of  our  suli- 
jt*t  erected  a  log  shanty,  wliioli  he  covered  with 
iiark,  and  until  they  di»tx>vei-ed  the  splendid  living 
.-ipring  which  is  now  well-known  tltey  drank  from 
the  creek.  'ITiey  came  here  liefoi-e  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  county,  and  there  wei-e  then  only  six 
families  of  whites  within  what  is  now  the  limits 
of  the  township,  hut  Indian.-  adounded  all  about 
them. 

Somewhat  later  a  bett«r  liou.-^c  was  hnill  upon 
the  farm,  and  there  these  parents  lived  for  a  niiin- 
bei'  of  yeai-s.  after  which  our  subject  built  a  oozy 
home  for  them  on  liis  farm,  where  the  mother  died 
March  SO,  1869,  and  the  father  passed  from  earth 
February  17,  1875.  The  mother  was  a  member  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Chui-ch  at  Plain  field,  and 
tliejj  had  but  one  child,  oui'  subject.  He  was  born 
October  12,  1823.  in  Montgomery  County,  X,  V., 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan.  Here  he  attended  a  school  taught  by 
('ornelia  Williams,  now  deceased.  His  father  had 
twenty  shillings  in  money,  a  cow  and  a  hog,  as  iii- 
personal  wealth  when  he  came  to  this  new  home. 
The  son  remained  be  neat  li  the  parental  i-oof 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-seven  yeara. 

The  happy  wedding  day  of  Oilbert  J.  Daniels 
was  December  LI,  1850,  and  he  then  took  to  wife 
Chloe  M.  Beale,  a  daughter  of  Emery  and  Hophi-o- 
nia  (Rice)  Beale,  both  New  Yoi'kers  who  came  to 
Michigan  among  the  Hi'St  settlei's  and  made  their 
home  in  Lima  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  In 
1835  they  came  to  this  township  and  made  their 
home  in  Plain  field  for  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  The  father  and  mother  of  Sirs.  I>aniels 
had  eleven  children,  three  only  of  whom  are 
now  living,  and  after  her  motliei-'s  death  her 
father  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mi's.  Topping. 
who  brought  him  no  children.  Eugene  Beale,  the 
brother  of  Mi-s.  Daniels,  is  now  the  I'ostmaster  at 
Ann  Arbor. 

The  wife  of  our  subject  was  liorn  September  12, 


1882.  in  New  Yoi-k,  aiid  was  so  well  prepared  by 
her  attendance  upon  public  school  as  to  be  able  tti 
teat^h  after  coming  to  Michigan.  After  marriage 
they  settled  upon  their  farm  on  section  21,  L'nadilla 
Township,  and  in  time  added  to  the  first  eightj' 
acres  until  they  had  one  hundi-ed  and  fifty-one 
acres,  and  eighty  acres  more  came  to  their  shai-e 
after  the  death  of  the  father.  Upon  this  farm 
they  lived  from  1850  until  1888,  and  they  then 
i-etired  from  active  work  arid  made  theii'  home  in 
Oregoiy,  where  Mr.  Daniels  now  resides,  as  he  lost 
his  faithful  wife  in  January.  1890. 

Of  the  eight  children  granted  to  him  and  bis 
companion,  six  still  survive:  Fred  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Ella  Wood;  Mary  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Fitch  Montague;  Emma  J...  who  resides  upon  the 
homestead;  Nettie  C.  wlio  lives  in  California; 
Ceorge  B.,  deceased;  Gilbert  E.,  who  lives  upon 
the  homestead;  Josephine,  living  on  tlie  farm;  O. 
Adolphus,  deceased.  To  all  of  these  children  Mr. 
Daniels  has  afforded  excellent  opportunities  for 
education.  Oeorge  was  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arboj- 
High  School,  and  also  took  a  course  in  pharmacy 
at  the  State  University.  Nettie  is  a  graduate 
of  the  High  School  and  of  the  State  Uni- 
versity, and  is  now  filling  a  responsible  position 
as  teaclier  at  a  salary  of  11,250  per  annum. 

The  father  of  these  young  people  was  in  his 
early  years  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  and  was  instrumental  in  ei-ccting  the 
bouse  of  worship  at  Plainfield,  giving  it400  toward 
the  building  fund.  He  had  it  removed  to  its 
pi'esent  position,  and  sustained  it  there  for  several 
yeai-s,  and  while  in  connection  with  that  denomi- 
nation he  was  Class-Leader  and  delegate  many 
times  to  tlie  annual  conference.  He  was  a  delegate 
at  Spriugfleld,  Ohio,  when  the  c'onference  was 
split  upon  the  slavery  question.  He  is  now 
connected  with  the  I'resbyteriau  Cliurch  at 
Plainfield,  und  lias  been  a  leader  of  a  Bible  class 
for>ear-. 

This  gentleman  is  thoroughly  interested  in  edu- 
cational efforts,  and  ha.-  lieen  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  He  has  been  identified  with  both 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  the  (iood  Templai's, 
and  in  the  latter  society  he  filled  responsible  posi- 
tion".    In  Uh  early  manhood  he  was  a   Democrat, 
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n  account  of  the  slavery  question  left  the  i>iirt\' 


for  the  Republic 
jfreat  interest  centers 
saloons,  and  is  a  proiw 


■  feels   that  llie 
nt  ajjaiiiMt  tlif 
iced  IVdhihitionir-t. 


Jf  OHN  W.  WRIGHT  has  Ijeen  a  pioneer  in  hiis 
branch  i)f  business  in   Howell,   Livingston 
■    County,    IJe  is  a  manufacturer  of  sash.  dooi> 
and   blinds,   besides    doing    planing.     His 

place  of  business  is  located  east  of  the  Detroit, 
lousing  ii  Northern  Iteilroad.  lie  edteblished 
this  business  in  1869  and  it  was  the  ttret  of  the 
kind  in  the  place.  He  has  not  Iteen  without  dis- 
couragements, for  m  mH  he  was  burnt  out  and 
the  cineration  cost  him  some  $2<),(K)fl.  I'ndaunted 
by  this  loss  he  set  al)ont  erecting  a  new  plaee  of 
business,  and  stocl^ed  it  with  the  finest  maehineiy. 
The  present  shoj)  owned  by  Mr.  Wright  has  a 
frontage  of  sixty  feet  and  is  ninety  feet  in  depth. 
The  steam  engine  which  is  the  motive  power  run- 
ning his  macliinery,  lias  a  tweiity-five-hoi'Se  powei". 
If  a  workman  is  Itnowii  by  jiis  chips,  one  must  con- 
clude that  our  subject  does  a  very  extensive  busi- 
uesii,  and  indeed  he  keeps  a  large  number  of  hands 
employed  and  turns  out  the  best  quality  of  work. 
He  of  whom  we  write  was  iiorii  in  (^nonda{i« 
County,  X.  Y,,  November  IS),  1826.  His  jmrents 
were  James  and  Cynthia  (t'lark)  Wright,  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  former  wjis  a  builder  and 
added  to  his  work  as  a  farmer  that  of  acoiitiwitor. 
In  the  early  days  he  came  to  Michigan  settling 
herein  I83(i,  at  which  time  the  Wolverine  State 
plainly  showed  the  source  tiinn  which  its  pseudo- 
nym was  derived,  for  wolves  prowled  through  the 
foiKsts,  making  the  environs  of  the  settlements  liid- 
eoMS  in  the  night-time  with  their  barks  and  cries. 
He  settled  in  Iosco  Township,  Jjvingston  County, 
and  thei-e  engaged  in  farming.  He  lived  to  reach 
the  good  old  age  of  fourscore  and  four  years.  His 
w^e  passed  away  in  1856.  Prior  to  his  Heath  he 
had  acquired  a  flne  farm,  c^mipiising  four  hnndivH 
and  forty  aci'es  of  laud  and  was  considered  one  of 
t&e  well-to-do  farmer- of  thi*  county.     HJs  father 


and  our  subject's  grandfather  was  William  Wright. 
He  located  at  an  early  day  in  Dutchess  County,N. 
Y..  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming.  His  gi-and- 
fatiier  was  one  of  three  brothel's  who  came  fi-oni 
England  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  William, 
was  a  Major  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and  dur- 
ing bis  service  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Brit- 
ish ti'ooijs  and  held  for  a  long  time  on  board  the 
Jersey  prison  ship,  .lames  Wright,  our  subject's 
father,  was  honored  by  the  contidence  and  respect 
of  the  people  wherever  he  went.  He  was  for  some 
time  in  Iosco  Township  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Commissioner.  He  moved  to  Howell  in  187.S.  Of 
the  family  of  nine  sons  and  three  daughtCi'S,  eight 
children  are  uow  living — William,  Isaat;,  Walter, 
John  W..  Klisha  C,  Thomas,"  l,.eonard  and  Philip. 
Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  as  a  farmer 
\n)\  andaltliouglithe  setiet'-of  stientifii  and  pi-at 
tical  agrKultnial  life  weit  earh  inculcated  in  his 
young  mind  he  itteived  a  good  education  and 
I>eing  natuialU  a  biight  ^oung  man  assimilated 
all  tint  came  within  the  scope  of  hi-  acquirements 
Aitui  Imi'-hmg  fithtHil  he  taught  foi  tinee  teims  m 
Living^iton  (  ount^  and  tlitn  turned  his  attention 
tofaimiugon  on  txtenstve  bcuIc  the  tiact  which 
he  cultivated  beint,  located  in  Iosco  Township 
Theie  he  fanned  eight  hundred  and  forti  acies 
and  Has  thus  tngaged  foi  eighteen  \eai-s 

Oneof  the  most  feitile  tiacts  in  the  (-ount\ — 
Ml  Wright  s  faini — was  well  suited  foi  nicwt  ex 
tensne  and  piolific  cultivation  Ht  had  elected  a 
line  home  thereon,  whicli  was  comfortable  and 
conveniently  armnged.  He  made  a  speciality  of 
tine  stCK'k.  Even  at  that  time  he  was  engaged  in 
the  luinl>er  business,  ()wiiing  a  steam  sawmill  at  a 
distanc'e  of  six  miles  from  Howell.  This  mill  he 
also  lost  by  lii-e,  entailinga  loss  of  *l,O0().  He  was 
in  the  lumber  business  for  seven  years  and  was 
very  successful. 

While  living  in  Iosco  Township  he  was  honored 
'  by  the  elec'Uon  to  every  ofHce  in  the  gift  of  the 
j  township  excepting  thatof  Collector  and  Constable 
and  at  the  time  iie  removed  to  Howell  seven  ofHces 
were  made  vacant  by  his  departure.  In  185(1  Mr. 
j  Wright  was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Disbi-oe,  a 
I   native  of  this  State.     Seven    children    have    blest 
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this  union.     They  are  by  name,  Helen,  Lewis  A., 
Hester,  Seth,  Frank,  Fred  and  Erny  B. 

Politically  he  of  whom  we  write  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party,  its  free  trade  principles  ap- 
pealing to  his  commei-cial  interests.  Socially  be  is 
a  member  of  the  Masons  and  is  also  a  Knight 
Templai-.  Mr.  Wright  has  a  fine  home,  located  on 
East  Street.  It  is  beautifully  located  and  sur- 
rounded with  shade  trees.  Interiorally  it  is  fur- 
nished and  decorated  most  beautifully  and  yet  not 
too  fine  for  daily  use.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  county  and  is  conspicuous  for 
his  energy  and  go-ahead-itiveness. 


ji  AMUEL  A.  TELLER.  Prominent  among 
intelligent  and  prosperous  stock- raisei-s 
I  farmers,  and  well  known  throughout 
Cohoctah  Township,  this  county,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch.  His  fine  farm  with  its  excellent  improve- 
ments forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of 
CoJioctah  Township.  Mr,  Teller  was  born  October 
22,  1834,  in  Girard,  Erie  County,  Pa.  He  is  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Rosalinda  (Porter)  Teller  and  a  grand- 
son of  Henry  Teller,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  His  ancestors  catne  to 
tills  country  from  Scotland  and  the  old  gentleman 
himself  was  a  merehant  and  a  large  landowner. 

Mr.  Teller's  great-gran dfatJier  emigrated  from 
Scotland  and  here  reared  three  sons,  whose  names 
were,  Remsen,  Henry  and  James,  some  of  whom 
participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Wash- 
ington. Our  subject's  grandfather  served  in  the 
War  of  1812  as  Captain  of  artillery  and  carried  on 
a  lai^e  mercantile  business  in  New  Tork  City,  He 
was  very  fond  of  horaes  and  raised  some  of  the 
finest  breeds  known  at  that  day.  He  died  in 
Schenectady,  N.  T.  He  was  a  Universalist  in  re- 
ligion, which  at  that  time  was  a  new  creed.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a  Democrat,  believing  in  the  party  in 
the  original  meaning  of  its  name.  He  was  the 
father  of  three  sons — Henry,  James  and  Remsen, 
and  also  of  three  daughters — Caroline,  Rebecca  and 


Maria,  all  of  whom  lived  to  have  families  of  their 
own.  Our  subject's  father  was  born  in  Albany, 
January  1,  1802.  He  was  a  self-educated  man  and 
was  reared  a  farmer. 

Henry  Teller,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  left  home 
and  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  T.  About  1822  he  removed  to  Girard, 
Erie  County,  Pa.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  to  which  he 
added  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  4,  1888,  he  aggregated  a  property  of 
five  hundred  acres.  His  son,  Henry,  is  now  the 
owner  of  the  homestead.  The  father  was  active 
in  politics.  Originally  a  Democrat,  the  issues  con- 
cerning Kansas  caused  him  to  change  and  he  be- 
came an  active  and  stanch  Republican.  He  was 
an  ardent  Abolitionist  and  one  of  tjie  original 
members  of  the  Republican  |)arty.  During  the 
jearsof  1860-61  he  served  in  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  an  uncle  of  Senator  Teller, 
In  his  private  life  the  senior  Mr.  Teller  suffered 
much  sadness.  He  was  thrice  married.  His  first 
wife  bore  seven  children, of  whom  six  grew  to  years 
of  maturity.  They  are  Isaac  M,,  Jasper  N„  Samuel 
A.,  Henry  R.,  John,  Louisa  and  Mary.  Isaac  ser- 
ved in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  was  engaged 
in  the  engineer  corps.  Henry  fought  under  Sher- 
man and  John  was  killed  at  Savage  Station,  Va.,  in 
1862.  He  was  brevetted  a  First  Lieutenant.  The  first 
Mrs.  Teller  died  May  23, 1843.  She  was  a  devoted 
Christian  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  Presbyterian 
doctrines.  The  second  wife  was  Jane  Cross,  who 
bore  him  one  child,  Margaret,  Mrs.  Jane  Teller 
died  in  May,  1865.  The  third  wife  who  still  sur- 
vives, was  before  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Delia  Pat- 
terson. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  bom  in  Girard,  Pa., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Clark) 
Porter,  who  were  natives  of  Eastern  New  York, 
The  former  was  a  miller  by  occupation.  He  and 
his  wife  both  passed  away  in  Girard,  Pa.  They 
were  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  creed.  The 
father  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  belief. 
He  is  well-known  as  an  uncle  of  Fitzjohn    Porter, 

Mr.  Samuel  A.  Teller  was  brought  up  on  the 
home  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  o!  Girard,  Pa.,  afterward  entering  tire 
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High  Seliool  nt  Madison,  Wis.  At  the  age  of 
eigliteon  lie  left  home  and  engaged  ai'  a  teaelier, 
first  at  Prairie  du  ('liein.  In  1858  lie  came  to 
Cohocitah  Towiisliip  and  located  on  section  1;). 
He  bought,  tlie  following  .year.  <ine  hundred  and 
sixty  acien  on  section  22.  and  there  resided  for 
foiu-  years.  From  that  plaee  he  moved  to  section 
21,  where  he  bought  five  Imudi'ed  and  sixty  acres 
which  he  l>ent  his  effoi-ts  toward  clearing  and  im- 
proving. In  I8H(I  he  csme  to  the  place  whereon 
he  now  resides,  which  is  located  on  section  22. 
He  here  owns  one  hundred  find  foity-foiir  acres  of 
well-cnitivated  and  arable  land. 

For  some  years  the  original  of  <.>ur  sketch  has 
served  as  .liistice  of  the  Peace  and  still  holds  that 
office.  Formerly  a  Republican,  he  ia  now  an  ad- 
hei-ent  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  gentleman 
knows  what  it  is  to  .fnffei-  bereavement  in  the  fam- 
ily. His  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Jan- 
uary 3,  1857,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  .lames 
and  Mary  Wil kins,  died  May  II,  1863.  She  left 
one  child,  a  son,  Willard  E.:  she  was  a  memln'r  i)f 
the  United  Urethi-en  Church,  Decemlwr  24.  IH7(I, 
OHi'  subject  again  assumed  the  matrimonial  relation, 
his  bride  Iteing  Miss  Klizn  liowers,  who  was  l>orn 
in  Oneida  County.  N.  Y..  in  18.50.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  .lohn  and  Mnry  (Cole)  Bowers.  By 
this  marriage  five  children  have  come  to  bless  the 
estate  of  tlieir  ijarents.  'i'hey  are,  John  A.,  Ella. 
Edward  l>..  Marv  R.  and  Mabel  E, 


-^^^^S-^"i^S^#^ 


.i^^lMOTIiy  WAR>'EB,  who  has  lived  in  Brigli- 
iti^!i  **"'  Township,  Livingston  County,  sinci- 
■■^^''  1837,  is  ft  native  of  Livingat^m  County.. 
N.  Y,,  and  was  torn  in  the  township  of  l.avonia, 
Heptemiwr  !!),  18151,  ,\ltIiongh  he  has  reached 
more  than  three-score yeai-s  and  ten  usually  allotted 
to  man,  he  has  lost  none  of  his  intei-est  in  life.  His 
father  was  Dute  AVarner.  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
who  emigratftd  to  \"i'rmont  and  thence  to  New 
York.  .U  an  early  day  he  moved  his  family  to 
Michigan,  but  returned  to  New  York  in  a  short 
time,  where  he  sjwnt    the    remainder    of    his    life. 


Our  subject  was  in  his  nineteenth  year  when 
he  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents  in  1837. 
His  manliness  having  been  early  developed  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  time,  although  it  was  so 
wild  here,  his  parents  left  him  behind  on  then- 
return  to  New  York  and  since  that  time  he  has 
heie  made  his  residence. 

Our  subject  I>egan  his  career  by  farming  land  on 
shares.  There  were  but  three  settlers  in  this  vicin- 
ity in  1837  and  young  as  he  was,  and  inexperi- 
enced in  organization,  Mr.  Warner  was  called  upon 
to  assist  in  organizing  the  township,  and  in  giving 
its  name.  In  those  early  days,  things  were  as  prim- 
itive as  possible  and  had  it  not  Ijeen  for  the  haid 
,  labor  required  in  i-edncing  the  fields  to  a  pro<luc- 
tive  state,  one  with  artistic  instincts  could  have 
reveled  in  the  wilderness  of  sylvan   beauty. 

Although  our  subject  was  never  much  of  a  hun- 
ter, he  has  frequently  seen  as  many  as  thirty-six 
deer  in  a  drove  that  seemed  to  rec'Ognize  in  him  a 
"friend,  so  mildly  did  they  turn  upon  him  their 
beautiful  eyes.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  frc- 
quentlj-  exchanged  beads  fop'  venison  with  the 
Indians.  He  pm-chased  his  fli-st  land  about  184;>, 
It  was  located  on  section  27, and  was  entirely  unim- 
proved. He  bent  his  energies  and  efforts  toward 
bringing  it  to  a  cultivated  stal«,  and  has  ever  been 
fthard  worker. 

In  1847.  Mr.  Warner  was  united  in  miirriiige  U, 
.Miss  Lucretia  Jones,  who  wasanative  of  New  York, 
having  come  hither  with  her  (wu'ents  in  an  early 
day.  They  are  the  iwrent'*  of  six  children,  whose 
names  ai'e  as  follows:  (Jeorge;  Henry;  John,  who 
is  dece.ased;  Louisa;  Lottie,  also  deceased,  and  Al- 
fred. The  young  people  who  ai-e  still  living,  ai* 
intelligent  and  industrious,  being  worthy  represen- 
tatives of  that  cla.-*  of  people  who  accomplish  most 
in  the  world.  They  make  a  comfortable  and  plea- 
sant home,  each  member  of  the  family  doing  his  or 
hei-  utmost  to  I*  an  inspiration  to  the  l>est  work 
and  thought  for  those  with  whom  they  are  associ- 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was,  previous  to  1884, 
a  Republican,  and  since  that  time  has  transferred 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democi-atic  party  feeling  that 
in  its  principles  and  platform,  there  ai-e  more  and 
lu'tter  advantages  ff.r  the  agiiqultural  class  than  in 
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any  other.  The  confidence  and  respect  that  the 
people  of  the  coinmunity  repose  in  him  of  whom 
we  write  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
appointed  to  several  offices  of  importance  in  the 
gift  of  the  township.  For  two  years  he  was  Town- 
ship Treasurer,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  a  Road  Commissioner  for  three  years  and 
during  the  term  of  his  office  did  efficient  service  in 
putting  in  a  good  condition  the  arteries  that  cairy 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Our  subject  is  the  owner 
of  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  has  been  the 
proprietor  of  six  hundred  acres,  but  has  disposed 
of  all  but  his  present  holdings.  At  one  time  he 
owned  a  half  interest  in  the  old  Woodruff  gnst- 
mill,  which  was  built  at  an  early  day  and  which 
stands  near  where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Warner  has 
been  a  successful  farmer  and  indeed,  were  his  labor 
and  industry  not  thus  rewarded,  one  would  ques- 
tion justice  and  equity.  It  is  said  that  we  shall 
eat  bread  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  there  is 
nothing  sadder  than  to  see  early  labor  and  indus- 
try go  for  naught  in  the  afternoon  of  life.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  in  a  position  to  thoi-oughly  en- 
joy tlie  going  down  of  the  sun,  and  his  niany 
friends  wish  for  him  that  the  sunset  may  Iw  as 
broad,  bright  and  enduring  as  possible.  He  has 
been  dividing  his  property  among  biscliildren  pre- 
paring for  the  end. 


y>lLLIAM  8.  TURNER.  The  part  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the  excellent  farm  lo- 
^  „  cated  on  section  29,  Wiiliamston  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  is  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  the  son  of  Richard 
Turner,  whose  father  was  Stiles  Turner,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  who  at  an  early  day  removed  to 
New  York  and  in  18.31  came  to  Jackson  County, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  His  wife,  before  her  marriage,  was 
Deborah  Morton  and  unto  them  were  born  ten 
sons  and  three  daughters.  In  early  days  Stiles 
Turner  was  a  sailor  but  devoted  the  latter  part 


of  his  life  to  farming.     He  died  at  the  eaily  age  of 
t   forty  years  and  his  wife   passed  away  about  1853. 
:   All   that  was  mortal  of  him    was  laid  to  rest  at 
'   Mt.    Hope    Cemetery   as   was   also   his    wife    who 
I    died  in  the  city  of    I^ansing,     Mr.  Turner  was  in 
I   Cuba  at  the  time  of  the  insurrection,  when  the  ne- 
j  groes  tried  to  overturn  the  Government. 
1        Our  subject's  father,  Richard    Turner,  was  bom 
in  Sew  York,    .lanuary    11,   1814.     He    came    to 
Jackson  County,  settling  in  Lima  Center,  when  a 
lad  of  seventeen   years    of  age,  being  independent 
j   and  supporting  himself  by   working  on  a   farm, 
j   He  was  married  in  that  county  in  1849  to  Miss 
I  Kuphemia  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Smith,  a  na- 
1  tivo  of  Germany,  who,  after  emigrating  to  Amer- 
•   ica,  removed  from   New  Jersey  to  New  York  and 
finally  settled  in  Jackson  County,  Mich,,  later  com- 
ing to  Ingham  County,  where  his  decease  took 
■   place.     His   wife    was    Elizabeth  (Smith)  Smith. 
They  reared  a  large  family. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  eight  children  born  to  his 
parents;  they    are   Florence  E,,  Augustus,  Libby, 
Frank  N,,  William  S.,   Hattie,  Kate  E.   and  John 
M.     Our  subject's  father  came  to  Lansing  when  it 
i    was  all  woods,  and  at  one  time  was  lost  in  the  for- 
est where  the  State  Capitol  now  stands.     In  1837 
he  came  to  Ingham    County,  but  soon  returned  to 
'    New  York  and  there  I'emaiued   until    1842,  when 
he  returned  to  Ingham  County  and  worked  at  his 
'   trade  as  a  carpenter,  assisting  in  erecting  the  first 
frame  house  ever  built  in  Jvansing.     He  was  var- 
'   iously  employed  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
I   April  8,  1888.     His  wife  and  family  still  reside  at 
I    the  homestead    in    Wiiliamston    where  the  father 
settled  in  1866,     He  and    his  wife  were  ardent  be- 
lievers in  Prohibition  principles. 

Our  subject,  William  S.  'Turner,  was  bom  March 

7,  1858,   in  Lansing,  and  was  engaged  in  school 

work  and  in  assisting   his  father  until  twenty-one 

i  years  of  age  when  he  took  a  trip  to  California  and 

was  gone  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 

Ingham  County  and  has  since  been  employed  in 

cultivating  the  old  homestead.    He  was  married 

December  29,    1886,  in  Emmett  County,  Mich,,  to 

Arvilia  Long,  daughter  of  Asbury  T.  Long,  a  na- 

j   tive  of  Ohio,  who  had  removed  from  the  Buckeye 

j   State  when  a  young  man.     He  was  there  married 
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to  Jaiie  Moore,  a  daughter  of  William  Moove,  and 
a  native  of  Ohio.  To  them  were  born  four  sons 
and  four  daugliteifi.  In  ISTd  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  first  at  Lansing  where  he  resided  for 
six  years,  when  he  went  to  Emmett  County  where 
he  now  resides  at  Harbor  Springs.  He  served  , 
through  tho  late  rebellion.  ; 

Our  subject  'and  his  wife  ai'e  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  whoso  name  is  Hazel.  Their 
home  life  is  very  pleasant,  Mrs.  Turner  having  a 
genius  for  making  all  about  her  comfortable  and 
happy.  Socially  Mr,  Turner  is  a  Master  Mason, 
belonging  to  Williamston  I^odge,  No.  163.  He  has 
held  most  of  the  offlees  in  the  Masonic  lodge  and 
is  at  present  Senior  Deacon.  Politically  he  ia  a  > 
Republican,  having  the  greatest  faith  in  the  future 
of  that  party. 


White  Oak  Township,  Ingham  Conntj-.  has 
a  handsome  estate  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
aci-es  of  land  in  an  excellent  stale  of  improvement. 
He  has  lived  in  this  county  for  many  years  and 
has  done  much  to  build  up  its  institutions  and  to 
aid  in  its  development.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  his  portrait  and  the  following 
brief  account  of  his  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1^11:1,  and  in  that  vicinity  received  his  education 
and  was  r^red  to  niauliood.  He  came  to  this  place 
before  his  marriage  and  when  about  thirty-three 
years  of  i^^.  The  bride  whom  he  brought  to  his 
home  was  Abigail  Harris  and  to  her  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Ella  A.,  who  married  Thomas&il 
liam  and  Grant  G.,  who  took  to  wife  Nettie  Smitli 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  childitn 
which  occurred  May  .3,  1882,  Mr.  Carter  waa  id 
1887,  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Kmeline  Hicock 
whose  maiden  name  was  Smith. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Barzilla  Carter  was 
a  native  of  the  Wooden  Nutmeg  State,  as  was  also 
the  mother  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Carrey 


To  them  were  born  eight  children,  two  daughters 
and  six  sons,  (ieorge  being  the  youngest  of  the 
family.  Only  two  of  this  household  are  now  sur- 
viving. Joseph  T,  married  Olive  Fuller,  a  native 
of  Connecticut;  Cinderella  married  Ezra  Clark,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight 
children;  Norman  B.,  who  was  bom  in  Connecticut 
married  Mentha  Braddisli,  who  is  the  mother  of  two 
children;  William  H.  was  boni  in  Connecticut  and 
married  Harriet  Ilanan,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren; Lorenzo  D.  was  bom  in  Connecticut  and 
married  LuniaBeardsley;  Russel  A.,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  in  1811,  married  Rebecca  Quacken- 
Imsh  for  his  fii-st  wife;  Mary  R..  who  was  bom  in 
New  York,  married  Heman  Harris;  oiir  subject 
completes  the  family  cii-cie. 

(ieorge  Lewis  Carter  has  made  a  success  of  agri- 
culture. His  broad  acres  yield  him  a  handsome 
income  and  upon  his  farm  he  raises  many  fine 
specimens  of  stock,  as  he  makes  stock-raising  his 
main  business  and  deviates  himself  especially  to 
thorough-bred  cattle,  hogs  and  horses.  He  now 
lives  near  the  old  homestead  where  he  firet  located; 
there  was  a  log  house  and  liarn  on  the  place  when 
he  settled  there.  At  that  time  wild  animals  were 
abundant  throughout  this  part  of  Michigan  and  he 
has  seen  many  packs  of  wolves  and  herds  of  deer. 
Mr,  Carter  cast  his  first  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  and  he  has  been  from  that  day  to  this  a 
consistent  Republican.  His  wife  is  an  earnest  and 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureli 
in  which  she  finds  a  broad  field  for  activity  and 
use  f  nines.". 


g^T-r^'- 


,|L  ON  VION/O  1  miSBLt:.  Among  the 
Wjl)  native  sons  of  the  Vt  olveriue  State,  we  can 
ifc^^  point  to  few  whoie  record  is  more  lionor- 
(^)  able  ind  more  blight  than  that  of  him 
whose  namt  we  here  piesent.  His  private  life  is 
unexceptional  and  hi-,  public  life  is  marked  witii 
more  than  oidmar\  luctew  for  of  the  nineteen 
times  when  his  name  ha*.  Iwen  before  the  people  for 
theji  -uffiages  he  has  been  successful  sixteen  times, 
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altliongh  on  many  occasions  hie  party  was  in  the 
iniDority.  His  home  is  in  Cohoctah  Township, 
Livingston  County,  and  his  birth  was  in  Howell, 
Ocliolior  12,  1840.  His  pai-cnts  Kzi-a  and  TiHCtnda 
(niompsoii)  Frisbee,  were  native?  of  Montgomery 
and  Herkimer  (bounties,  N.  Y.,  respectively . 

Roswel!  Frisbee,  the  grandfather  of  onr  snbjcct, 
wa-s  of  Welsh  origin,  and  a  farmer  in  Canaan,  Col- 
umbia County,  N.  Y..  wlio  served  in  the  War  of 
1812,  His  good  wife  Pha?l>e  Dorr,  who  bore  Ut 
liim  six  children,  was  of  English  descent  Tlieir 
children  were  Susan,  Edward,  Ezi-a,  .Tndith,  Alex- 
ander and  Pha'lie.  He  entered  the  regular  arm_\- 
of  the  United  States,  and  died  in  Florida  during 
tlie  Seminole  War. 

The  father  of  our  subjetn  was  born  Au^u^t  14. 
1812,  in  Canaan,  Columbia  County,  N.  V.,  and 
passed  his  boyhood  upon  a  farm;  after  he  reached 
the  age  of  seven  yeai^s  he  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle,  with  whom  he  continued  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  He  settled  on  tiiree  hundred  and 
twenty  aeres  of  laud  near  where  Howell  now  stands 
and  nineteen  years  later  removed  to  Cohoctali 
Township,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  In  hit- 
eai'lier  years  his  ]x>litical  affiliations  were  witii  tlie 
Whig  party,  and  later  he  became  a  Republican  and 
a  Greenbacker,  while  his  religious  convictions  have 
brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Universalist 
Church,  His  thi-ee  childi-en  are,  Alonzo  T..  Mar- 
garet E.,  now  Mrs.  Vaudercook,  and  Edward  A. 

Alonzo  T.  Frisbee  received  an  excellent  educa- 
tion through  the  facilities  afforded  by  Michigan's 
admirable  school  system,  and  completing  his  course 
at  the  Howell  High  School,  there  took  the  highest 
honoi's  of  his  class.  Heentered  Biyanttlr  Stmttou's 
Commercial  College,  and  was  graduated  fiom  this 
institution  in  February.  IHGi.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  entered  into  an  arrangement 
to  work  for  his  father,  and  thus  continued  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  yeai-sold,  when  upon  settling  up 
their  accounts  it  was  found  that  the  neat  sum  of 
*2,000  was  his  as  the  result  of  his  seven  years  labor. 
The  ^-oTing  man  t<iok  a  tour  through  the  States 
of  Iowa  and  Minnesota  prospecting  for  a  new 
home,  but  tiiiall\-  decided  that  Michigan  was  giHKl 
enough  for  him.  and  here  he  has  since  I'cmained. 
Jn  1871  he  went  to  Isabella  County,  expecting  to 


buy  land  from  the  Indians,  as  the  Government  had 
issued  titles,  hut  not  succeeding  in  this  plan,  he 
purchased  instead  four  hundred  acres  on  the  school 
section,  and  four  years  later  returned  there  and  ol>- 
tained  of  the  Indians  some  Ave  hundred  aei-os  more. 
There  he  lived  for  three  years  in  true  pioneer  style 
and  besides  improving  his  own  land  and  buying 
and  selling  farms  in  Isabella  County,  he  built  a 
store  and  established  a  flounshiug  trade  with  the 
Indians  and  a  few  white  settlers.  His  first  home 
there  was  a  mere  log  shanty,  roofed  witli  basswood 
troughs  and  coi-ked  with  moss.  His  fii-st  wheat 
ciop  yielded  him  twenty-three  bushels  to  the  acre. 
.  It  had  been  cleared  by  the  help  of  the  Indians,  and 
it  was  put  in  without  plowing,  as  the  gi-ain  was 
simply  sowed  on  the  gi-ound,  and  di-agged  over 
thi-ee  tirncs. 

In  IH7H  a  request  came  to  Mr.  Frislwc  from  bis 
parent*  that  he  should  return  to  the  old  home- 
stead and  take  care  of  them  in  their  declining 
jcar*.  Realizing  that  he  owed  them  a  debt  of 
gratitiule  which  he  could  nevet  repay,  he  rented 
his  farm  in  Isaliella  County  and  returned  to  his  old 
home  whei*  he  still  resides  and  faithfully  cares  foi- 
his  parents  in  their  <jld  age.  To  him  they  have 
deeded  the  homestead,  and  he  now  carries  on  farm- 
ing operation--  there.  He  waji  recently  married  tii 
Anna  B.  Listermau,  and  they  enjoy  the  societj-  of 
his  parents.  He^s  an  agreeable  gentleman  of  pol- 
ished manners,  and  make*  friends  with  all  whom 
lie  meets. 

The  official  life  of  our  subject  began  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  when  he  served  as  Clerk  and  afterward 
was  foi"  live  terms  Supervisor  of  C^ohoeton  Town- 
ship, and  for  three  terms  Supervisor  of  Notaway 
Township,  Isabella  County.  He  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  in  1882,  and  in  1888  and  l«9flhewas 
elected  Registrar  of  Deeds  of  Livingston  County, 
which  office  he  now  fills.  His  early  voting  was 
with  the  Republican  party  until  1875,  when  he 
allied  himself  with  the  Greenliack  party,  and  is 
now  a  Democrat.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneer  Green- 
backers  of  the  Slate,  believing  that  law  makes 
money,  and  not  the  material  of  which  it  is  made; 
that  gold  and  silver  are  too  expensive  and  cum- 
bersome for  moneji",  and  that  the  gi-eenback  is  a 
representative  of  value  and  also  of  our  national 
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struggle  when  it  came  into  existence.  He  believes 
that  llie  greenback  is  a  token  to  the  people  tliat 
they  had  done  something  for  their  Government. 
and  is  redeemable  by  all  as  n  token  of  its  worth  in 
labor  and  mateiial. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  bom  November 
5,  1815,  in  Herl^imer  County,  N.Y..  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Margaret  (Mon-is)  Thompson. 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  Mr.  Thompson 
was  an  extensive  farmer  and  miller,  and  owned 
some  thi-ee  tliousand  aeres  where  Howell  now 
stands,  and  x>a9sed  from  eartli's  activities  about  the 
year  1840.  With  all  of  Mr.  Frlsbee's  successes  in 
life,  he  has  also  had  his  misfortunes,  principal 
amonjf  whicli  was  that  caused  by  a  tornado  that 
swept  over  liis  farm  in  Isabella  County  on  the  lOtli 
of  vSeptember,  1878,  which  laid  his  farm  waste,  de- 
stroyed his  store  and  loft  nothing  behind  but  ruin 
and  desolation.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  judgment, 
and  is  often  asked  to  settle  estates  for  his  neigh- 
boi-s,  and  is  of  a  generous  and  liberal  natui-e,  ever 
havmg  an  open  hand  for  the  necessities  of  othei-s. 


.|.  jMLhlAM  IT.  McENALLY.  Justice  of  the 
\/vil  ■P''^^  "'^^  Pension  Attorney,  at  Williams- 
VW  town,  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  John, 
whose  fatlier,  Terrance,  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  and 
settled  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.  Here  the  emi- 
grant man-ied  and  reared  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  His  son,  John,  was  born 
there  in  1805  and  made  it  his  home  until  the  year 
of  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  Mt  Vernon, 
Ohio,  a  few  months  before  his  demise. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  his 
native  county  to  Lydia  Dimm,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Dimm,  a  Pennsylvanian  of  German  descent. 
The  children  of  Rev.  John  McEnally  were  Charles 
P.,  William  H.,  -John  C,  Mary  C,  Jlartha,  and  one 
wlio  died  in  infancy.  The  father  was  a  Methodist 
minister  liaving  had  his  education  at  Baltimore, 
Md.  and  being  a  member  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 


ence.  He  died  in  1845  and  the  mother  was  after- 
ward married  to  John  Chamlterlain  by  whom  slie 
had  six  children.  She  later  removed  to  Clyde, 
Ohio,  where  she  died  in  1883. 

Our  subject  was  born  July  31,  1839,  in  Lycom- 
ing County,  Pa.,  and  when  fifteen  years  old  went 
to  Toledo  where  he  worked  in  a  hotel.  Two  yeai-s 
later  he  went  to  Chicago  and  secured  a  position  aw 
newsboy  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  in  whicli 
he  continued  for  two  years  and  then  took  a  situa- 
tion on  the  Mississippi  River  as  cabin  boy  and 
porter  on  a  steamboat  plying  between  St.  Ix)uis 
and  LaSalle,  and  foi-  one  season  between  St.  Ixiiiis 
and  New  Orleans. 

The  young  man  i-etimied  home  in  18(ill  and  in 
October,  1861  enlisted  in  Company  Ci,  Seventy- 
second  Ohio  Infantry  and  served  ujitil  Novemlier 
11,1865.  He  entered  18  Firet  Corporal  and  was 
promoted  to  a  Sergeancy  and  after  two  years'  ser- 
vice was  detailed  as  Orderly  under  Gen.  McMillan, 
whom  he  served  until  the  close  of  his  term.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  battle  of  .Shiloh  and  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  ijouisville  for  two  weeks,  after 
which  he  was  at  home  during  a  ninety  days'  fur- 
After  returning  to  his  regiment  the  young 
soldier  took  part  in  the  following  battles:  Ft.  Gib- 
son, Mississippi  Spring,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Vicks- 
burg,  the  siege  of  Jackson,  and  the  battle  of  Bran- 
don. His  regiment  belonged  to  the  Sixteenth 
Army  (Jorps  under  A.  J.  Smith,  and  tiiey  were 
known  as  Smith's  Guemllas  or  the  Wandering 
Triire  of  Israel.  T'ley  made  a  twelve  hundred- 
niile  march  after  Gen.  Price  and  at  the  battle  of 
Guntown  our  subject  was  taken  prisoner,  but  after 
five  days  made  his  escape  and  traveled  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  miles  to  join  his  regiment.  He 
was  recaptured  at  Pontotoc,  Miss,  by  the  guerrillas 
but  Teas  paroled  and  continued  on  his  way  to 
MempRis.  He  was  then  engaged  in  Itattle  at  Tu- 
pelo, Spanish  Fort  and  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  at 
Meiiden,  Miss,  helped  in  receiving  the  surrender 
of  Dick  Taylor's  men,  soon  after  which  they  were 
mnstei-cd  out  at  Vicksburg.  Our  subject  liad  two 
brothers  in  the  service,  one  in  the  Eighth  Ohio 
Infantry  one  in  the  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry. 
For  one  year  after  the  close  of  the  war  Mr-  Mc- 
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Enally  was  engaged  in  farming  near  his  home  in 
Ohio,  and  in  1867  he  came  to  Leslie,  Mich.,  and  on 
Chiistmas  Day  of  the  following  year  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Delamater,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Elizabeth  Delamater,  natives  of  Canada.  Tlie 
only  child  of  tliis  marriage  is  Cora  E.,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  firusselback  and  resides  in  Williamstown.  Her 
mother  died  in  1874  and  her  father  was  again  mar- 
ried in  1882  to  Flora  E.  Hills,  a  daiighter  of  Mr. 
•lohn  E,  Hills  who  is  a  fanner  near  Holly,  N.  Y. 
This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  bii-th  of  one  son, 
Arthur  W.  Mr.  McEnally  is  senior  A'ic*  Com- 
mander in  the  Grand  Army  of  the?  Republic  and 
has  been  .Tustice  of  the  Peace  for  fourteen  years, 
liesides  filling  the  olfice  of  Village  Clerk  for  five 
yeai-s.  He  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  active  in  the  support  of  the  party. 


JOHN  B.  PARK,  M.  D.  The  characteristics 
which  distinguished  our  subject's  ancestors 
mark  the  representative  of  the  present 
_  genei-ation.  As  Scotchmen  ever  liave  and 
always  must,  he  must  go  to  the  bottom  of  things, 
— know  the  reason  why  and  philosophize  on  every 
subject  that  he  takes  up.  As  intimated  above,  the 
ancestors  of  the  gentleman  whose  sketch  we  here 
give,  on  his  father's  side  came  originally  from 
Scotland.  His  grandfather,  .\lexander  Park,  was 
H  native  of  New  Jersey  and  combined  the  trade  of 
carpentry  with  his  calling  as  a  fanner.  Our  suli- 
ject's  grnnjdmother,  Maria  Van  Bergen,  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  David  Park,  who 
was  born  near  Whitehouse,  N.  .J.,  in  June,  1822. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-breeding 
and  died  in  the  old  home  in  187.3.  Ur.  J.  B.  Park 
was  born  in  Blairstown,  N.  .1.,  May  6,  1851.  He  is 
one  of  six  children  born  t«  David  and  Mary  A. 
(Crane)  Park,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  Paik 
was  bwn  iij  June,  1821  and  died  at  Whitehouse,  N. 
J.,  October  13,  1891.  Our  subject  remained  at  home 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  dividing  hi^  time 


between  work  on  the  fann  and  attendance  at  dis- 
trict and  select  school.  In  1867  be  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  spent  one  year  in  attendence  at  Prof.  M. 
\.  Paik's  sclioo!  in  Lansing,  after  which  he  spent 
two  summers  in  the  Lansing  High  School,  teaching 
during  the  winter  terms  of  1868-(!3  and  '69-7(»  in 
Clinton  County,  when  lie  was  very  successful  in 
his  work. 

lietui'niug  to  the  old  home  m  New  .lei-scy  in 
1870  the  subject  of  our  sketch  commenced  study- 
ing medicine  with  Dr.  Pennington,  under  whose 
tutelage  he  prepared  himself  for  admission  to  the 
rnivcreity  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  entered  in 
the  fall  of  1871.  This  institution  has  a  high  rep- 
utation in  its  medical  department  throughout  the 
I'nited  States  and  from  it  Mr.  Park  graduated 
witli  the  degree  of  M.  D.  in  I87H.  He  first  located 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Evartstown, 
N.  .1.,  and  after  a  few  months  moved  to  I^nsing, 
Mich.,  where  he  remained  about  a  year.  In  Octo- 
ber. 1874,  our  subject  moved  to  Okemos  where  he 
ha-t  ever  since  lived,  having  acquired  a  wide  re- 
putation as  a  skillful  and  successful  practitioner  in 
medicine  and  surgery. 

Dr.  l*ark  abandoned  tlie  Ijachelor  lanks  in  1876. 
Ills  union  with  Miss  Emma  Everett  took  place  the 
22nd  of  March  of  that  year,  'I"he  lady  was  a  native 
of  Ijin'-ing  Township  Together  they  enjoyed 
Imt  ont  veai  of  domestic  happiness,  Mrs.  Emma 
Paik  s  decea'te  occurring  August  5,  1877.  Two 
yeats  later  the  Doftoi  again  entered  into  the 
matrimonial  relation  His  nuptials  with  Miss  Mary 
F.  Phelps  weie  solemnized  March  2,  1879.  Mrs. 
Man  Park  is  a  native  of  Okemos  and  a  daughter 
of  Noah  Pheltts  an  old  resident  of  Meridian 
Township  Ingham  Cuutity  and  one  of  its  most 
prominent  and  piogiessiie  farmers.  Dr.  Park  is 
theownei  of  a  fine  tiact  of  land  comprising  one 
handled  and  ten  acres  on  actions  2,  3,  9,  and  10 
ill  ilaiedon  Township  \  large  poition  of  this 
tract  was  impiacticable  for  cultivation  at  the  time 
of  hi-  puichase  but  h\  putting  in  two  miles  of  tile 
he  has  leclaimed  seventy  acres  which  was  before 
consideied  unpiofitable  swamp  land. 

Dr  Paik  isa  member  of  the  Fsamer's  Alliance 
of  Okemos  and  atllli^te<i  with  the  Fi-ee  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons  of  Okemos.  belonging  to  Lodge  No. 
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-252.  and  at  present  holds  the  offlt-e  of  Worshipful 
Master.  Politically  he  oaste  the  weight  of  his  vote 
and  influence  with  the  Democratic  party  and  is 
one  of  the  most  active  representatives  of  tliat 
political  botly  in  this  vicinity.  JHe  is  now  Clerk 
of  Meridian  Township,  and  lias  l>eeii  urged  to  ac- 
cept other  iKwitions,  but  having  only  a  general 
interest  in  politics  has  declined.  Mi's.  Parlt  iw  a 
member  of  Congi-egational  Church  of  Lansing. 
She  is  an  oatimahle  iady  who  commends  hei-self 
most  graciously  to  whoever  she  meet".  Dr.  Parlt 
is  visiting  Physician  of  tlie  Poor  House  of  ingham 
County.  Both  professionally  and  financially  he 
has  been  very  successful.  Hi*  home  is  in  an  atti'ac- 
tive  and  comfortable  brick  hou^e  which  he  hns 
built  since  coming  to  Okemos. 


J/AMIiS  BEAN.  .Most  men  find  the  success- 
ful pui-siiit  of  agriculture  sufficient  to  em- 
ploy theii-  time  to  the  exclusion  of  ()lhci- 
intei-ests,  but  he  of  whom  we  write  unites 
successfully  with  this  occupation  that  of  a  livery- 
man and  mei'chant,  l>eing  located  in  Fowlerville, 
Livingston  County,  where  he  has  a  large  patron- 
age in  both  branches  of  his  employments.  He  is 
a  native  of  Ontario  Township,  Wajne  County. 
N.  Y,,  being  thei'c  born  Ifecember  2.'>,  1849,  and  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Watei'S)  Bean,  native?  of 
Kngland,  their  marriage  having  taken  place  in  that 
country,  after  which  tliey  t^me  to  Americfi  in 
1836,  and  settled  in  Wayne  County,  whei'e  the 
father  was  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1856,  when  thei-e  was  a  spirit  of  unrest  pci'- 
vadiug  eveiT  branch  of  social  and  commercial  life, 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  foreign  lands,  the 
elder  Mr.  Bean  removed  his  family  to  Michigan 
!iTid  settled  in  Toswj  Township,  where  he  engaged 
iu  farming.  Thence  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
there  remained  for  ten  yeara,  returning.  Iiowever. 
to  Michigan,  whei-e  his  decease  took  place  in  1888, 
sni-viving  his  wife  by  eight  years,  she  having 
passed  away  in  1880.  Our  subject's  father  had 
great  faith  in  Bepublican  punciplcs.     He  and  his 


wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are:  Mary,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Press;  .Tohu.  .Tames;  Sophronia,  Mrs. 
Roney. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  this  State 
which  in  his  boyhood  was  stimulated  to  secure  the 
best  advantages  in  this  .direction,  and  therefore  at 
comparatively  an  early  period  in  its  history  it 
compared  favorably  with  older  States  in  an  educa- 
tional point  ol  view.  Mr.  Bean  was  reared  on  the 
houic  fann.  His  start  out  in  life  for  himself  was 
at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  when  he  realized  that 
the  welfare  of  another  person  depended  upon  his 
enei^y  and  progress  in  a  business  way.  In  1862 
he  pledged  his  faith  and  protection  to  Miss  Chloe 
Lockwood.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in 
Iosco.  Slic  is  a  daughter  of  Zacheus  and  Eliza- 
beth (Traej-)  Lockwood.  natives  of  New  York, 
whoeame  to  Michigan  in  184,'),  and  settled  in  Iosco 
Township,  Livingston  County.  Here  they  engaged 
in  farming,  being  reasonably  successful  in  that  line 
of  woik.  Mr.  Lockwood  afilliated  with  the  Demo- 
ciatic  party  and  gave  them  the  weight  of  his  vote 
and  influence.  Both  parents  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  here,  and  here  passed  away.  Four 
children  that  were  born  of  this  union  are  now  liv- 
ing. They  are:  Mr.«.  Bean,  John;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried \.  Smock:  and  .lenny,  who  is  now  Mrs, 
(ioi-ttm. 

After  marriage  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
was  engaged  in  fai-ming  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Marion  Township.  He  lived  on  the  same  for  eight 
yeai-s.  and  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Fowlerville, 
where  he  engaged  in  tlie  livery  business,  also  being 
the  proprietor  of  the  Commercial  Efotel.  I^ater  he 
engaged  also  in  the  mei-cautile  business.  As  is 
evident,  he  is  a  man  of  varied  capabilities  and 
of  broad  plans.  He  has  built  a  double  brick  store 
on  (-Irand  Avenue  that  adds  gi'eatly  to  the  value 
of  the  property  in  that  vicinity.  He  is  now  build- 
ing another  handsome  block  adjoining  the  fii-st, 
which  is  to  contain  two  stores. 

The  owner  of  two  fine  i-csidences  in  Fowler- 
ville, Mr.  Bean's  own  home  is  indeed  a  charming 
place;  attractive,  commodioiis  and  elegant  in  all 
its  appointments,  it  compares  favoi-abiy  with  the 
most  modern  residences  in  our  metropolitan  cities. 
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The  ovmer  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  aad  forty 
acres  of  land  near  Fowlerville,  as  will  readily  be 
conjectured,  Mr.  Bean  finds  but  little  time  to  give 
it  his  personal  attention.  It  is,  however,  success- 
fully cari'ied  on  and  yields  him  a  handsome  in- 
come. Besides  his  property  in  Fowlerville  our 
subject  owns  two  stores  at  Byron,  which  bring  him 
a  generous  rental. 

He  of  wliom  we  write  has  been  the  Incumbent 
of  manj'  positions  and  offices  within  the  township's 
gifts  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  membei's 
in  the  village  Council.  Our  subject's  family  com- 
prises only  one  son,  Ira,  who  married  Miss  Ida 
Ripley,  He  is  a  druggist,  engaged  in  busine^  in 
Deti-oit.  Mr.  Bean  is  a  Democrat  in  political  fol- 
lowing. Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  men  and  active  promotei-s  of  the 
interests  of  this  jilace. 


EDWARD  WILLIAMS.  Among  the  British- 
American  citizens  who  we  doing  good  work 
'  in  Tyrone Townahip.J-ivingston  County,  if' 

the  alKive  named  who  owns  and  operates  a  faimun 
aecticm  l.t.  He  seems  to  possess  all  the  qualities 
necessary  to  prosixrity  in  this  line  of  work,  being 
industrious,  thrifty  and  observing,  noting  every 
change  in  the  condition  of  the  soil  and  in  the 
climatic  influences,  and  Iwing  quick  to  take  advan- 
tage of  each. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  bom  in  Monmoutli, 
England,  September  4,  1809  and  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Ann  (Williams)  Williams  both  natives  of 
Monmouthshire.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade  and  he  and  his  good  wife  brought  to  man's 
and  woman's  estate  seven  sons  and  four  daughters 
Our  subject  and  his  eldest  brotlter,  Thomas,  both 
reared  families  and  two  of  the  daughters,  Elizabeth 
and  Ann  each  had  two  children:  Elizabeth,  Mi-« 
Combs,  having  a  son  and  a  daughter;  and  Ann, 
Mrs.  Wright,  having  two  daughters. 

The  family  all  remained  in  their  native  home 
with  the  exception  of  Edward  Williams  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1850.  spending  five  weeks 


upon  the  Atlantic  and  landing  in  New  York  in 
June  of  tliat  year.  He  had  heard  in  his  native  home 
of  the  weaith  of  climate  and  soil  of  the  fair  State 
of  Michigan,  and  hither  he  came  at  once  making 
his  home  in  Waterford  Township,  Oakland  County, 
where  he  rented  a  farm  for  three  years.  In  tlie 
spring  of  1853  he  removed  to  the  home  which  he 
now  occupies  on  section  15,  Tyrone  Township, 
pm-chasing  at  that  time  sixty  acres,  to  which  lie 
has  added  by  purchase  until  now  he  has  ninety 
acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  improved  and  richly 
productive. 

The  marriage  of  Edward  Williams  and  Hai-ah 
Roberts  took  place  June  17,  1844.  Mrs.  Williams 
is  a  daugliter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Roberts) 
Roberts.  To  her  were  bom  in  England  two  chil- 
dren, Ann,wifeof  George  Lockwood,and  William, 
and  three  were  bora  after  the  migration  of  the 
family  to  this  country,  who  were,  Geoi^e,  Eliza- 
Ijeth  who  died  unmarried,  and  Mary  who  was  llio 
wife  of  PZrnest  Winters  and  is  now  deceased.  Mi's. 
Sarah  Williams  was  called  away  fi'om  her  earthly 
duties  and  cai-es  January  31,  1882,  and  her  loss  has 
been  most  deeply  felt  by  her  family  and  friends. 
She  was  an  earnest  and  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  useful  in  society. 
'Iliis  family  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and 
efficient  in  the  township,  as  the  father  is  looked 
upon  as  a  leader  in  many  ways,  and  all  of  tlie 
household  liave  well  fitted  themselves  for  splieres 
of  usefulness.  The  son-in-law,  Kmest  Winter-, 
served  his  conntr\  for  over  three  yeai>  m  tin 
Third  Michigan  Infantry. 

(\4l  ARIIN  JOHN  McPHEHSON  was  born  in 
I  |\\  Howell,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  May 
/  'l  1,  1841,  Ho  was  the  third  white  male 
child  boni  in  the  village  of  Howell.  His 
patents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  (Riddle)  Mc- 
Phei-son,  natives  of  Scotland.  They  came  from 
Scotland  to  Livingston  County  and  settled  in 
what  is  now  the  village  of  Howell,  in  the  year 
1836. 

Our  subject  attended    school   in    Howell    until 
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fourteen  yeai's  old.  After  thvi  lie  attended  tlie 
State  Normal  Mehoo!  at  Ypsilnuti,  Mich.,  for  tw<i 
>'ears,  from  September,  IBS.Ijto  June,  1857,  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1857-58  lie  taught  a  district 
weliool  in  the  townshi|)  of  Handy,  Livingston 
County.  In  April,  1858.  he  entered,  as  clerk,  the 
store  of  which  l^is  father  and  Itrothcr  (W.  Mcpher- 
son, Jr.,)  were  proprietoiy,  and  continued  in  tlieir 
employ  until  January  1.  18li4.  when  lie  iK-canic  a 
member  of  the  finn. 

The  style  of  the  linn  at  thai  time  lnjianu'  \V. 
McPhei-son  it  Sons,  since  which  time  altliough 
there  Iiave  l>een  chauges  in  its  menibei'ship  the 
name  of  the  firm  has  remained  unchanged.  'I'he 
business  was  established  by  \Viliiam  McPhoi-son. 
Sr.,  in  1843.  It  has  since  then  gi'owu  to  con'i- 
spond  with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  population 
in  the  county  until  it  now  tic<.'upies  three  iarge 
stores  and  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  business 
houses  in  the  county.  The  Arm  is  noted  for  its 
honorable  business  methods.  Bcisidcs  iiis  husinei^t 
interests  in  Howell  Mr.  Mcl'licisim  is  a  |iartner  hi 
the  firm  of  G.  .S.  Bnr^ess  A  Co..  in  Briirhton.  Mich.. 
and  special  partner  in  liie  fiiiii  <if  M.  H.  Milis  .t 
Sons,  Topeka,  Kan. 

.iugust  14,  1872,  .Mr.  .\k-Pher.-uii  wus  niiui  ied  to 
Miss  Frances  P.  Foster,  ii  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
(iustavus  L,  and  Caroline  (Rasch)  Foster,  ilr. 
Foster  being  at  that  time  pastin'  of  the  Presliyt-ei'- 
ian  Chureh  in  Howell.  Mr.  McPherson  has  always 
been  a  Repnblican  in  politics.  His  lirst  vote  for 
President  was  cast  for  Abraham  I>incoln  in  1864. 
He  is  a  memlier  of  the  Presbyterian  Chureh  of 
Howell,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  is 
gi-eatly  interested  in  Simday-achool  work  and  has 
been  Superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday 
school  since  1868. 

^ylLLlAM  H.  FALNCK  A  traveler  passing 
along  the  highway  near  section  27,  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  cannot  but 
notice  the  highly  cultivated  farm,  beautiful  farm 
residence,  and  exeelleut  outbuildings  belonging  to 
Mr.  Fannce,     He  came  hei-e  forty-four  years   ago 


when  there  was  no  Fowlerville  and  no  postoHice 
and  when  all  this  district  was  a  densely  timbered 
iegion,and  here  lie  has  made  hismark  and  has  done 
splendid  pioneer  work. 

t)ur  subject  is  a  native  wf  New  Bedford,  Bristol 
County,  Mass.,  and  was  born  in  1819.  Hisparents 
.lames  and  Rebecca  (Hathaway)  Faunce,  were  also 
natives  of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  the  father  who 
was  a  farrnei'  there  was  a  son  of  Nathan  ieland 
Abigail  A.  (Snell)  Faunoe.  James  and  Rebecca 
Faunce  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  six  of 
these  have  passed  over  the  dark  river.  Those  who 
are  siill  living  are;  our  subject,  Sumner  and  John. 

Having  received  his  education  in  Massachusetts, 
our  subject  remained  at  homo  mitil  the  age  of 
liftecn.  when  be  liegan  woi-king  for  neighboring 
farmers  and  later  entered  the  ship  yard  at  New 
Bedford,  where  he  remained  for  seven  yeai-s  and 
was  also  employed  in  the  same  line  of  work  in 
Xew  York  City.  .VfU'r  u  lire  which  desti-oyed  his 
liusiuess,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  pnix'hasing  land, 
established  a  home  and  brought  to  it  lii^  bride  Julia 
A.  Boweu,  who  was  then  living  in  Handy  Tuwn- 
ship.  The  young  man  then  proceeded  to  swing 
the  jiK  and  clear  tiie  forest  trees  from  off  his  land. 
Four  children  blessed  this  union,  and  three  of  these 
have  i)assed  to  the  better  woi'id.  The  son  Sumnei' 
M.  is  married  and  is  living  near  Atchison.  Kan.. 
upon  a  farm.  The  mother  of  that  son  was  earl.\' 
taken  from  her  husband  and  child  glassing  away 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  yeai's.  The  second  wife 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sfiphia  J.  Andrews  has  one 
daughter,  named  Retta  K. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Sophia  .1.  Faunce  are  1a)- 
renzo  D,  and  Permilia  (Andrews)  Andrews  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  the  Fmpire  State,  Livingston 
County,  N.  V.,  was  the  family  home  and  these  par- 
ents weic  blessed  with  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living  namely:  Russell  A.,  Mary  A.,  Mrs. 
Wright;  Mrs.  Faunce  and  Harriet  A.,  Mre.    Perry. 

James  Oi-son  Faunce,  the  brother  of  our  subject, 
who  has  now  passed  to  the  other  world,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  was  wounded  by  a  shot 
through  the  right  arm  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Run  and  taken  prisoner  during  that  conflict.  For 
nine  months  he  was  kept  prisoner  in  the  Andereon- 
ville  prison  pen  but  was  finally  exchanged.     Our 
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subject  has  held  the  office  of  School  Director  for 
sixteen  years.  He  has  built  the  beautiful  home  in 
which  he  now  resides  and  bas  placed  upon  his  farm 
the  outbuildings  which  so  well  adorn  it,  Mr. 
Faunce  has  been  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church 
for  some  fifteen  years  at  Fowlervilie,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  its  most  efficient  and  reliable  mem- 
bei-s.  His  political  views  have  brought  him  into 
affiliation  with  the  Republican  party  and  he  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  our  country. 


"^^mwm^^mmm^ 


y>lLLlAM  Mcpherson,  .)«.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Inverness, 
,_,  „  Scotland,  March  9,  1834.  His  parentswere 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Riddle)  Mel'herson.  They 
came  to  this  country  in  1886  and  settled  in  Howell, 
Mich.  The  village  at  that  time  boasted  but  one 
frame  building,  a  liotel,  whicli  also  contained  the 
county  offices  and  a  general  stoi'e. 

Mr.  McPherson's  father  was  by  trade  a  black- 
smith and  pureued  that  avocation  until  1843,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  was 
a  nian  of  exceptional  business  ability,  and  was  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  excellent  judgment  and 
good  common  sense.  With  the  hearty  co-opei-ation 
and  assistance  of  his  sons  he  built  up  and  extended 
his  business  until  having  established  an  enviable 
reputation  for  progressive ness,  honorable  dealing, 
and  integrity  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  merclianta  in  the  interior  of  the  State. 
At  an  earlj'  day  in  the  histoid  of  the  town  he  and 
his  wife,  who  died  September  7,  1874,  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Howell,  of  which  they  were  ever  after  honored 
members.  They  weie  always  active  in  every  effort 
to  promote  the  moral  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  they  lived,  and  the  influence  of  their  exam- 
ple and  of  their  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  is 
best  shown  in  the  character  of  the  children  who 
revere  theii  memory.  On  the  1 6th  of  March,  1891,  ■ 
,nded  by  his  eight  children,  four  sons  and    i 


four  daughters, William  McPherson,  Sr.,  died,  loved, 
respected  and  mourned  by  all  who  knew  him. 

During  the  boyhood  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
he  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as  the  vil- 
lage school  afforded  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
entei-ed  his  father's  storein  the  capacity  of  a  elei-k. 
In  1856  he  was  admitted  as  partner  with  his  father 
in  the  mercantile  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
William  McPherson  &  Co.  Later  his  brothers,  M. 
J.  and  E.  G.  became  associated  with  the  firm,  the 
name  of  which  was  changed  to  William  McPherson 
&  Sons.  For  several  years  Mr.  McPherson  has  been 
largely  interested  in  pine  and  timber  lands  in 
Michigan  and  other  States,  besides  conducting 
stock-raising  and  general  farming  on  several  fine 
farms  in  Ingham  and  Livingston  Counties.  He  has 
also  for  the  past  thirty  years  been  an  extensive  lo- 
cal dealei-  in  wool.  These  varied  interests  requir- 
ing so  much  of  his  time,  he  decided  to  retire,  on 
.January  1,  1884,  from  the  mercantile  business. 

Upon  the  I'emoval  of  his  brother  Alexander  to 
Detroit  in  1890,  Mr.  McPherson  became  partner  in 
and  assumed  the  management  of  the  banking  house 
of  Alexander  McPhereon  <Ss  Co.,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  his  brother  in  1865.  In  politics  Mr. 
McPhei'son  is  a  stanch  Republican,  having  cast  his 
first  Presidential  ballot  for  John  C,  Fremont.  In 
188.5  he  was  appointed  State  Railroad  Commissioner 
by  Oov.  Alger  and  served  during  his  administra- 
tion. He  was  a  delegate  from  the  Sixth  C^ongress- 
ional  District  to  the  Republican  National  Conven- 
tion held  in  Chicago  in  1888,  and  was  chosen  bj' 
the  State  delegation  to  represent  Michigan  on  the 
committee  which  was  to  formallj-  notify  President 
Harrison  and  Vice-President  Morton  of  their  nom- 
inations to  their  respective  oftices.  He  has  often 
been  a  delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions 
and  has  represented  his  constituents  with  a  dignity 
that  has  redounded  to  his  own  honor  and  credit. 

In  1859  Mr.  McPhei-son  married  Miss  Jennie 
M.  Ranney,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  A  lady  of  intel- 
ligence and  refinement,  Mrs.  McPherson  dispenses 
the  hospitalities  of  their  beautiful  home  with  grace 
and  dignity.  They  have  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  are  still  living, 
the  eldest  son  having  died  in  1878.  in  his  nineteenth 
year.     From  his  parents  Mr.  McPherson  inherited 


_c=b,  Google 


,  Google 


OtA4d.W'  ^/i".  bfUAA^-i^i'^i-r-—^ 


,  Google 


PORTKAIT  AND  BIOGKAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


535 


habite  of  untiring  energy,  persistence  and  strict  in- 
tegrity, those  sterling  qualities  wltich  have  made 
the  Scotch  character  so  famous  in  song  and  story. 
To  these  eharaetei-istics,  no  doubt,  is  due  the  suc- 
cess which  has  so  generously  rewarded  iiis  labors. 


,^^,H,.,>-,^^#^^,^^^ 


J/  AMES  M.  SKINNER.  Tlic  business  men  of 
J^nsing  have  accomplished  a  g'reat  work  in 
forwarding  the  interests  and  developing 
_^  the  resources  of  this  beautiful  city,  and 
none  have  done  more  for  its  prosperity  than  those 
who  have  engaged  in  building  its  fine  dwellings 
and  business  blocks.  By  their  taste  and  skill,  their 
enteiprise  and  energy,  they  have  made  this  town 
in  its  external  appearance  to  correspond  with  the 
well-known  spirit  of  energy  and  culture  which 
pervades  the  ranks  of  ite  citizens, 

Mr.  Skinner,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Skinner  &  Maghar,  contractors  and  buildei-s,  has 
has  been  in  this  line  of  business  since  1886.  He 
was  born  in  Windsor  Township,  Eaton  County, 
Mich.,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1863.  His  hon- 
ored parents  were  Ormal  D.  and  Lydia  M.  (Reeves) 
Skinner.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Eaton 
County,  and  one  of  the  early  settlej-s  of  that  re- 
gion. The  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Ormal  D.  Skinner,  hewed  his  own  way  with  his 
trusty  ax  from  Eaton  Rapids  to  his  farm.  He 
cleared  the  trees  from  the  tract  of  land  which  he' 
had  purchased  and  made  of  it  a  fine  farm,  where 
his  son  lived  for  many  years.  The  father  passed 
from  earth  in  1873. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  James  Skinner 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cai'penter  with  Eugene  Wil- 
cox, who  lived  in  the  country.  Previous  to  that 
time  he  had  been  gaining  his  education, first  in  the 
home  schools,  and  then  in  the  city  High  School. 
He  spent  one  year  in  Jackson  after  learning  his 
ti-ade,  since  which  time  he  iias  made  his  home  in 
Lansing.  When  he  first  came  to  the  city  he 
worked  until  1886  with  Fuller  &  Wheeler,  and 
after  that  dale  he  began  making  contracts,  and 
act*d  upon   his  own  responsibility.     He  entei-cd  | 


into  partnership  with  Mr.  Magliar  t 
residences  of  H.  H.  I^rnai-d  and  C.  C.  Hopkins, 
the  two  handsomest  homes  in  the  city.  He  also 
entered  into  arrangements  to  build  the  library  at 

Olivet,  a  building  worth  *2o,000  and  known  as 
the  Leonard-Beerage  Memorial  Library.  This  is 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  State,  and 
is  a  great  credit  to  the  rei)utation  of  Mi'.  Skin- 
Besides  these  prominent  buildings  which  we  have 
mentioned,  Mr.  Skinner  has  built  a  large  number 
of  smaller  houses  and  lias  an  extensive  business, 
keeping  from  twelve  to  fifteen  meu  busy  all  the 
time.  He  lias  a  fine  home  at  No.  418  Ottawa 
Sti-eet  West,  and  other  real  estate  in  the  city.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Miss  Myj'tle  E.  Baker  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  April  18,  1888.  This  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  .Tames  U.  Baker,  of  this  city,  who  was  an 
early  resident  of  Lansing.  He  is  now  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Northern  Michigan,  and  has  a 
high  reputation  as  an  active  business  man. 

In  connection  with  this  brief  biographical  sketch 
the  reader  will  notice  a  litbograpliic  portrait  of 
Mr.  Skinner. 


lU^  ARRIS  HENRY.  One  of  the  mo.st  boautifiij 
W)i  homes  in  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
^^  County,  may  be  found  upon  section  20.  it 
{^;  is  situated  upon  a  small  farm  of  forty  acres 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Henry  and  is  exceptionally  fine 
in  its  situation  and  adornments.  This  genlleman 
is  a  native  of  Steuben  County,  N.  V.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1830,  and  he  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Polly  (Goodrich)  Henry,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State. 

The  iiarents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
1834  and  became  early  settlers  of  this  county,  mak- 
ing their  home  in  Brighton  Township,  whence  they 
removed  to  Howell  Township  in  1848.  Of  their 
family  of  eleven  children  six  are  now  living — 
Isaac,  Harris,  Jane,  Maria,  Marilla  and  Emily. 
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Aft^r  fourteen  years  i>t'  life  iipwii  (lie  fariii, 
whert*  his  advaiita{(es  were  linute<j  by  the  district 
(whiKt!  iiurriculiim,  Ilarnx  Henry  began  woikiiig 
for  otIierH,  at  which  lie  continued  until  lie  went 
home  and  took  charge  of  his  father's"  farm,  aw  liis 
pai-entti  wei-e.  then  in  their  declining  yeai's.  It  was 
iigroed  among  the  children,  with  the  conseot  of 
the  )>arenUj,  that  this  sou  should  take  upon  himself 
the  care  of  hif  parents  thi-ou$^lioiit  tlieir  lifotiine 
and  when  they  died  tlie  liome  farm  should  be  hi:i'. 
In  the  coui-M  of  time  lie  f^old  the  old  place  and 
purcha»cd  anotlier  in  (ieiiesee  County,  where  he 
found  opportnnities  for  brick-making,  in  which  he 
engaged  and  worked  iu  this  line  of  business  foi- 
sonu"  six  years,  t>otli  there  and  in  this  county. 
Since  that  time  he  has  l)een  engag'ed  in  farming 
and  most  of  the  time  has  iieen  iu  HowellTownship. 

The  marriage  of  this  enterprising  and  progitssi  ve 
farmer  with  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
Adelia  Phillips  by  name,  took  place  in  !«59.  She 
was  a  daughter  uf  (iayland  and  Margaret  l*hillips, 
and  after  her  union  with  Mr.  Henry  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  thi-ee  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Jennie,  Kugcne  and  Plinn  (1.  .len- 
nie  married  Mr.  Brondage  and  hiis  tln-ee  children — 
Lena,  Etna,  and  an  infant  unnamed;  Eugene  wa« 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hose  Hook, 

Mrs.  Adelia  Henry  died  in  iHS2,  and  by  his  sec- 
ond marriage  Mr.  Henry  brought  to  his  home  Ml-s. 
Alzina  Fitch,  the  (laughter  of  Hiram  and  Rachel 
(Kenyon)  Stephens.  Mi'.  Stephens  oame  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  185(P,  and  settled  ()n  sec- 
tion 20,  of  Howell  Townshi|),  where  he  continued 
his  former  avocation  of  farming.  He  had  a  One 
property  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which 
he  put  in  a  fii'st^class  condition  and  he  and  his 
good  wife  lived  there  until  his  death.  They  were 
Iioth  connected  with  the  Methodist  t'hureh  and 
were  useful  in  this  relation.  Of  their  nine  children 
six  are  now  living,  named  as  follows:  itfadison, 
Mrs.  Henry,  John.  Abbie  and  Lucinda;  the  follow- 
ing are  deceased — .Tulia,  Henry,  Samuel  and  Tres- 

Mrs.  Henry  was  l>orn  in  Jefferson  County,  N.  V., 
and  there  received  her  education.  When  quite 
young  she  was  married  to  Franklin  E,  Stewart,  a 
native  of  New  York  who  came  West  in  1850  and 


mode  his  borne  upon  forty  acres  of  land  on  section 
2(1,  Howell  Township.  After  living  here  for  two 
years  tiiey  sold'  their  property  and  returned  Ea^t. 
But  three  years  later  they  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  on  section  20.  upon  forty  acres  of  land 
where  Mi's.  Henr>'  now  lives.  After^Mr.  Stewart*.-; 
death,  which  took  place  in  J867,  his  widow  wa-; 
united  in  ntarriage  with  Alpheus  Fitch,  a  New 
Yorker.  He  died  in  1882  after  which' she  i>ecamf' 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Henry;  she  is  an  active  and  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  I'roteatant  Church  and  is 
useful  in  its  communion.  Mr.  Henry  is  an  earnest 
iMjliever  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  although  he  does  not  seek  ofllcial  positions  he 
is  intelligently  intei-ested  in  the  movements  of  his 
party  and  ever  ready  to  cast  his  vote  for  its  pri>s- 
perity. 


•-^-^^I^'*@IE 


j^^KOK.  WILLIAM  H.  HAWKES.  Belonging 
to  the  English  nation  and  an  outgrowth 
of  the  great  manufacturing  class  which 
fosters  a  spirit  of  gi-eater  progress,  ad  vancc- 
it  and  originality  than  is  elsewhei'e  found  iu 
British  life,  Prof.  Hawkes  since  coming  to  America 
h.ns  developed  latent  qualities  that  make  of  hitn 
as  loyal  and  ardent  a  subject  of  I'^nele  Ham  and 
almost  as  chaiitcteristic  a  one  as  natives  of  New 
England  itself.  He  was  iKiru  in  I>erhy  (.'ity,  ]>ei- 
byshire,  England,  August  !>,  18.'>il,  and  is  a  son  <jf 
James  and  Mary  (Lightfoot)  Hawkes,  natives  of 
England.  Mr.  Hawkes,  Sr.,  was  engaged  in  boiler- 
making,  cai'iying  on  a  large  inannfactor.y.  lb' 
came  to  America  in  1W67,  first  locating  in  Mcdin;i. 
N.  Y.,  but  being  most  importantly  engaged  in  his 
business  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  In  imiil 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Allegan  County, 
where  he  piirchaxed  a  large  farm,  ile  is  now  liv- 
ing iu  Anil  Arboi",  retired  from  the  active  pui'snits 
of  farm  !al)or. 

Oui'  subject  is  one  of  Hve  children  Iwrni  to  his 
parents.  He  is  the  eldest;  Arthur  E.  folloivs  him. 
then  Julia  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  H.Clark;  Elizabeth 
K.,  now  Mi's.  George  Stimson;  and  Richard  E.  Our 
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subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  William  Hawkes, 
who  was  a  shepherd  in  the  old  country.  He  died 
at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His 
wife  was  Rebecca  (Thomas)  llawkes.  They  reared 
a  large  family,wliosename8ai-e  as  follows:  William, 
Sarah,  Ann,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Richard, Thomas,  John, 
James  and  Emjna.  The  great-grandparents  were 
Richard  and  Julia  Hawkes,  the  former  being  a 
wealthy  landowner.  They  had  a  family  of  four 
childi-en — .John,  William,  James  and  Richard.  Our 
subject's  matcnial  grandparente  were  Ricliard  and 
Mary  (Raynor)  Lightfoot,  natives  of  England. 
The  former  was  an  English  squire  and  a  lai^e  land- 
owner. He  had  a  family  of  nine  children  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Ann,  Harah, Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Julia,  Emma,  Rebecca,  Eliza  and  William.  The 
preceding  progenitor  on  this  side  of  the  family 
was  John  Lightfoot^  He  also  was  a  lai-ge  land- 
owner and  the  father  of  four  children — .Tohn,  An- 
drew, James  and  Richard. 

Prof.  Hawkes  began  working  at  the  foundry 
business  when  eight  years  of  age  and  early  mas- 
tered the  trade.  He  was  also  engaged  in  farming 
when  twelve  years  of  age,  carrying  on  his  father's 
place  until  he  was  eighteen  and  at  the  same  time 
he  attended  school  at  Plain  well,  Allegan  County, 
this  .State,  graduating  therefi-om  in  1878,  After 
finishing  his  course  in  this  institution  he  accepted 
a  position  as  fii-eman  on  the  Grand  Rapids  <fe  Indi- 
ana Railroad  and  thus  continued  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  teacliing  school 
during  the  year  of  1880.  The  following  summer 
he  was  employed  in  the  spring  works  in  Kalamazoo 
and  then  went  to  the  Ann  Arbor  High  School, 
graduating  in  the  classical  course  in  1883.  He  was 
not  contend  with  his  acquirements  and  enlei-ed  the 
Univereity  of  Michigan  from  which  lie  gi'aduatcd 
in  1887  and  soon  after  was  called  to  take  charge  of 
the  schools  at  Birmingham,  Oakland  Coiiuty,  this 
State.  He  remained  there  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  CAme  to  Howell  and  is  now  Superintend- 
ent of  the  public  schools  in  the  city. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  united  his  fate  for 
better  or  woi-se  with  that  of  Miss  Fanny  Stimson, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Their  nuptials  were  solemn- 
ized in  J887  on  the  27th  of  November.  Mrs. 
Hawkes  is  a  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Mary  (Sutton) 


Stimson,  natives  of  Canada  and  of  English  descent. 
The  lady  is  one  of  a  large  family  which  comprised 
ten  children.  They  are  by  name  William,  John, 
Philip,  George,  Fanny,  Fred,  Minnie,  Joseph,  Mil- 
ton and  Mabel. 

The  married  relations  of  liim  of  whom  we  write 
have  been  of  the  pleasantest  nature.  He  has  a 
beautiful  home  and  a  pleasing  and  attractive  wife. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  children — Janet  H.  and 
Minnie  M.,  who  are  pleasing  little  ones  with  large 
promises  for  the  future.  Politically  our  subject  is 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously 
his  sympathies  and  associations  are  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  is  also  actively  engaged  in 
Sunday  school  work,  having  a  large  class  of  young 


JERRY  C.  CALLl'l"  is  the  name  of  ft  well- 
known  man  in  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  was  born  in  Shelby,  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  .luly  23,  1838.  His  father, 
David  C.  Gallup,  was  born  in  Brattlehoro,  A't., 
September  2,  1800.  He  was  a  butclier  and  farmer 
in  an  early  day,  when  he  settled  in  New  York. 
When  our  subject  was  six  yeai-s  old  his  father 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Redford.  Waj'ue 
County,  where  he  remained  until  1849,  when  the 
family  removed  to  Mei'idian  Township,  purchas- 
ing a  farm  on  section  4. 

Disposing  of  the  ti'act  above  mentioned,  in  a 
short  time  Mr.  Gallup,  Sr.,  bought  a  farm  in  Bath 
Township,  which  he  also  sold  in  a  few  years.  He 
then  moved  back  into  Meridian  Township  and 
purcliased  a  farm  on  section  3,  wiiere  he  lived 
until  18^6,  when  both  parents  came  to  live  with 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  death  of  lioth  oc- 
euiTcd  while  inmates  of  his  family,  in  1874,  their 
decease  being  only  twenty-one  days  apart.  Mr. 
Gallup  lives  on  a  fine  tract  of  six  acres  of  land  on 
section  27. 

When  our  subject  was  only  twelve  yeai'S  old  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself.     His  opportunities 
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to  obtain  an  education  were  of  tlie  most  ineaKi'*' 
nature,  never  attending  school  aflei'  lie  was  four- 
teen yeai-s  old.  On  arriving  at  this  age  he  worked 
on  the  farm  lor  two  .yesi-s,  and  then  engaged  to 
drive  a  team,  hauling  freight  between  Okemoisaiid 
Detroit.  11^  continued  this  work  until  September 
M.  IHBI.  when  he  enlisted,  and  going  to  the  fi-ont, 
.'ierved  nntil  the  22d  of  February,  I86r».  He  was 
nmsigncd  to  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  I'otomac  and 
wtiii  in  all  the  hard-fought  ttattlef  with  that  di- 
vision. For  one  year  he  was  Brigade  <;ommi!«ary- 
Scrgeant,  after  whieli  he  took  a  tmpemumei-arj' 
jMBsition  and  finally  received  an  lionoi'ahle  dis- 
charge. Comljig  home  from  the  war,  lie  devottHi 
himself  to  farming  one  year,  after  which  lie  went 
to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  wn.0  thu.'^  engaged  six 
years,  five  yeai-sof  which  time  he  held  the  jjosition 
of  section  IkiSw. 

AVearying  of  railroad  work,  our  siibjeet  I'esiiiued 
hiii  tmde  as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  lias  thus 
Ikeen  s'teadily  engaged  since  I87(>.  With  a  view 
to  making  a  home,  Mr.  Gallup  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lydia  K.  Tolman,  of  Okemos. 
Their  marriage  was  solemnized  February  11,  1864. 
Mrs.  (lalliip,  however,  did  not  long  survive,  her 
deeeatie  occurring  the  following  September. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  plater  contracted  a 
mairiage  with  Miss  Lucy  Ktillman,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Ktillman,  of  Alatedon  Township,  Tliei- 
were  united  April  29,  1866.  The  names  of  their 
three  childi-en  ai-e:  Frank,  who  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  assists  his  father  at  home;  ljena,wlio  is  a  charm- 
ing miss  of  eighteen;  and  I>.  Verner,  who  is  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  Socially  Mr.  Gallup  is  a  member 
of  several  secret  societies.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  tlie  Masonic  l^odge  of  Okemos,  having  been  in- 
itiated in  the  Capital  Lodge.  No,  66,  of  I^ansing, 
in  1863.  He  is  also  a  charter  memtier  of  the  Car- 
l)enter's  Union,  of  I^neing,  and  a  cliai-tei-  memtiei- 
of  the  Okemos  Alliance.  He  keeps  alive  his  remi- 
niicences  of  war  times  by  his  association  witli  the 
(irand  Anny  of  the  Repnblic,  and  was  faithful  to 
the  Knights  of  Laiwv  as  long  as  that  organization 
maintained  its  footing  in  Okemos.  Politically  he 
is  a  Democrat,  He  has  l>een  an  ineumlient  of  sev- 
eral township  offices,  having  been  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  for  twenty-one  year^  Director  in  his 


sc-lioul  district.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  I'erious 
(iallup,  was  iMjrn  in  Vermont  in  an  early  day.  It 
is  supgiosed  that  the  family  to  which  he  l>elongg  are 
descended  from  one  of  three  hi'othei's  who  came 
from  Ii-eland.  .Terry,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is 
a  genial  .incl  whole-sonled  man,  who  is  well  in- 
formed on  the  events  of  the  day,  and  who  has 
manv  friends  in  all  ela.sses  of  society. 


^.--.-...-^^^^^i-^V-. 


A.N  JACKSON.  The  village  of  Phiofeney 
J  is  proiul  t^i  (-(lunt  am(.>ng  its  citizeiy*  a 
iber  of  retired  farmci"s  who,  after  lives 
toil,  having  by  industry  and 
eiite]i)rise  accumulated  a  comfortable  conipetencj\ 
arc  now  taking  tlieiv  comfort  in  this  village. 
Among  them  there  is  none  moi"?  honored  than 
Dan  .lackson,  whose  sterling  integiity  and  earnest 
advocacy  of  every  movement  in  favor  of  religion 
and  morality  have  given  him  the  respect  of  all 
and  have  eanied  for  him  the  gratitude  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated. 

Dr.  (\vrus  Jackson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Connet^tient  in  1787,  and  having  been 
guadiiated  at  Yale  ('ollege  and  taken  a  professional 
coui-se,  became  a  physician,  which  calling  he  fol- 
lowed of  well  as  that  of  a  farmer.  He  married 
.lane  O"''^'*^-  *  native  of  Pike  County,  Pa.,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  IJ,  <  Juick,  a  farmer.  Dr.  Jack- 
son's father, . Joseph  Jackson,  was  also  a  farmer  and 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  while  two  of 
his  sons  served  their  country  faithfully  in  the  War' 
of  1812. 

The  parents  of  onr  subject  were  united  in  mar- 
riage February  9,  1811,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  very 
soon  removed  to  New  York  where  the  f«)llowing 
year  they  purchased  a  fai-m  in  Lyons  Township, 
Wayne  County,  and  there  remained  until  death 
called  them  hence,  the  father  dying  in  1865,  and 
tlie  mother  September  H»,  1872,  she  being  of  gi'eat 
age,  having  been  born  in  I7K8.  They  were  the 
parents  of  fen  children  and  five  of  them  are  now 
living. 

The  mother  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  de- 
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voiit  and  consistent  in  her  religious  duticiK  and  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Chiii-ch.  Before  his  deatli 
tlie  father  of  our  subject  took  up  a  large  traet  of 
land  ill  Michigan,  sixteen  Jiundi-ed  and  eighty  aci-cs 
in  all,  it  fwing  all  wild  Government  land,  'llic 
Democratic  party  commanded  the  allegiance  of  Dr. 
.Iflcl^on,  who  was  active  in  every  political  issue. 

Our  subject  "was  one  of  twins  who  were  Ixini 
.luly  2,  181!t,  in  Lyons  Township,  Wayne  t-ounty, 
N.  Y.  There  Jie  i-eceived  the  Iwst  advantages  to 
Iw  procnred  in  tiie  district  schools  and  took  tlie 
iisxial  tmiuing  given  to  n  fanner's  l)oy.  He  grew 
to  nianliood  npon  liiw  father'is  farm  and  started 
out  for  himself  in  1843,  being  then  a  young  man 
of  some  twenty-four  years.  1  [e  decided  that  the 
West  was  the  best  place  for  liim  and  he  came  U' 
Stockbridge  Township,  [ngham  County,  Mich., 
locating  upon  three  hnudi-ed  and  twenty  atires — '■ 
the  iirst  tract  of  land  entei-ed  from  the  (i<»vern- 
ment  in  fnghnm  County — which  was  given  him 
by  his  father,  which  land  was  the  south  half  of 
section  1,  in  that  township,  and  upon  which  he 
found  no  improvement-i.  The  young  man  drove 
his  team  thi-ough  from  New  Vork  to  hiK  new  homo 
in  Michigan. 

New  Year's  D.ty.  IMi.  niarkf<l  n  grest  eiiocli  in 
the  life  of  our  subject,  for  t!ie  union  was  then 
solemnized  between  him  and  a  lady  he  had  found 
in  his  new  Michigan  home  and  whom  he  had 
chosen  as  his  life  companion.  Her  maiden  nsime 
wan  .luliza  S,  Backus;  she  was  the  daughter  of  O. 
.1.  and  Diantha  (King)  Backus,  from  (leuesec 
County,  N,  Y,,  where  she  was  t)orn  May  IH,  ]82(i. 
Her  father  was  a  Verniouter,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  18.37  and  settled  in  ruadilla  Townshiii. 
where  both  he  and  his  g<K>d  wife  remained  until 
called  away  by  death. 

Two  of  the  three  children  born  to.Iuiiza  (Btwkus) 
.lackson  are  now  living,  namely;  Albert,  who  was 
born  November  10,  1844  and  who  married  Tillie 
Bi'own  and  with  her  and  his  one  son  lives  iu  tliis 
township;  Orla  R,who  was  born  October  25,1M47, 
niaiTied  Ella  Brown  and  lives  in  Putnam  Town- 
ship. Oscar  A.,  who  was  boni  .lanuary  2,  185", 
died  April  2.5,  1871.  The  mother  of  these  sons 
[lassert  away  from  earth  April  Iti.  187i!. 

The  second  marriage  of  Jfr.  -Tacksou  took  place 


Mareh  ID,  1878.  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Jennette  (Pratt) 
V\'ood,  widow  of  William  W.  Wood,  and  daughter 
of  Miles  and  I'raiia  (Cooley)  Pi-att,  natives  of  \'er- 
montand  Connecticut  i-espeetivdy.  .ludge  T.  M. 
Cooley  is  an  uncle  of  Mi's!  Jackson,  and  her  pai-eiits 
were  united  in  New  York  and  died,  the  father  in 
Wisconsin  and  the  mother  in  New  York,  'lliey 
had  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  siti'- 
viving. 

Mrs.-Iaekson  was  born  May  23,  183i>,  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  having  lieen  married  there  in 
18;V2,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  a  per- 
fectly unbroken  farm  in  Windsor  Town8hi]j,  Eaton 
(.'(unity.  Her  first  husliand  was  active  in  clearing 
and  improving  his  farm  but  was  killed  accidentally 
Novemlwr  il,  I8(>H.  at  a  shooting  matt-h.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children  but  none  of  them 
are  now  living, and  she  has  no  children  by  hersec- 
»)nd  marriage. 

After  clejiring  and  breaking  about  out-  Ijiiiiilicd 
and  sixty  acres  and  fencing  in  his  whole  half  sec- 
tion Mr.  .lackson  built  a  small  brick  house  18x24 
feet,  and  somewhat  later  erected  a  bam  measuring 
■'t2x4ti.  for  which  structure  he  had  to  draw  the 
lumber  from  Flint.  He  was  not  thoroughly  coii- 
t«nted  ill  Michigan  and  after  seven  yeai-s  exper- 
ience here  he  sold  his  fai-ni  in  t8.'>(»  and  returned 
to  New  Vork,  where  he  made  his  home  upon  a  farm 
of  one  hundi-ed  and  forty  acres  in  Orleans  County. 
a  tine  property  for  which  he  jiaid  ^7.(K1().  Two 
years  later  he  detennined  to  return  to  the  We.-it 
and  sold  his  New  York  pi-operty  and  came  Iwick  U} 
Michigan.  In  1853  he  l>oiighta  farm  in  Hamburg 
Township.  Livingston  County,  and  remained  ujion 
it  until  186;"),  when  he  found  a  sale  for  it, 

III  1860  this  gentleman  came  to  the  village  of 
Piuckney  and  a  year  later  pur'cliased  a  farm  one 
mile  south  of  the  coiporation.  paying  ♦I3,<i(M!  for 
a  handsome  tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty  aciits. 
Here  he  devoted  himself  t<j  the  cultivation  of  his 
farm  until  1878,  buying  an  additional  tmct  of  two 
hnndi-ed  and  forty  acres  a  little  farther  south  at  a 
cost  of  *12.l)(lO.  This  new  farm  he  deeded  U>  his 
two  sons. 

Since  April,  1878,  3!r.  Jackson  has  retired  from 
active  work  and  has  made  his  home  in  Pinckney. 
He  and   his  giio<l  wife  are  active  membei*  of  the  ■ 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  greatly  interested 
in  Sunday-school  work,  and  Mrs,  Jackson  has  been 
for  many  yeai-s  a  teacher  tlierein.  She  is  also  a 
useful  member  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  in  which 
she  tiolds  the  responsible  office  of  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Jackson  is  Trustee  and  Steward  in  the  church  and 
in  both  of  these  responsible  positions  his  well- 
known  integi'ity  and  sound  judgment  give  him 
the  eonfldence  of  those  who  are  associated  witli 
him  in  chureh  fellowship,  lie  is  a  wan  of  broad 
intelligence  and  deeply  interested  in  tlie  great 
affairs  of  the  world  outside  his  county  and  State. 
He  took  great  pleasui-e  in  attending  the  centennial 
exposition  at  I'liiladelphia  in  1876  and  loolu  for- 
ward witli  intense  interest  to  compniing  the  out- 
look lie  then  ol)tained  in  regard  to  the  world's  in- 
dustries with  what  he  hopes  to  gain  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  Chicago,  in  18513.  The  affairs  of  education 
in  tlte  township  have  always  awakened  au  interest 
in  this  gentleman  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
local  School  IJoard.  He  was  for  fifteen  years  agent 
for  tlie  Livingston  County  Insurance  Company. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  been  strong 
advocates  of  tempei-aiiee  and  cordial  workei-s  in 
diflei-ent  societies  wliich  have  been  organized  to 
fight  the  saloon  power.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  liis 
political  views  and  has  held  the  office  of  Higliway 
Commissioner  in  both  Hamburg  and  Putnam  Town- 
sliips.  He  was  one  of  the  old-time  Assessors  of 
Stockbridge  Townsliip.  The  twin  sister  of  our 
subject,  Mai;garet  L.  Jackson,  married  Mr.  Ii-a 
Crousc,  November  11,  1846,  and  moved  to  Hart- 
land  Township  where  a  farm  was  given  them  by 
her  father.  She  died  May  2,  1876,  leaving  one 
son.  Frank. 


^m  LBERT    G  U  N  S O  L  L  Y .       The     general 

'@/LJ[|    public  rejoicing  in  commercial  circles  over 

//mi   the   magnificent  and    unparalleled  crops 

^J  that  almost   all    portions  of    the    United 

States  have  yielded  this  year  (1891)  indicates  how 
groal  a  power  the  agriculturist  is  in  the  country. 
Without  him  as  a  productive  factor,  the  manufac- 


tures, of  which  we  make  so  much  and  for  which 
our  legislation  seems  chiedy  to  be  exercised,  and 
finance  generally  would  be  crippled  as  it  has  been 
in  past  yeara.  The  State  of  Michigan  is  more  than 
royally  represented  in  the  successful  agiicultural 
year,  cereals  and  fruits  flowing  into  the  markets 
from  this  direction  in  a  luscious  and  golden  stream. 
He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  many  who  lias 
reason  to  lie  congratulated  on  the  state  of  the 
season  and  country, 

A  resident  on  section  25,  Leroy  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  native 
of  Wayne  County,  N,  Y.,  there  being  bom  October 
y,  1819.  He  is  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
(Stansel)  GunsoUy,  his  father  being  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  liis  mother  of  New  York.  Both 
his  fatlier  and  !iis  paternal  gi-andsii-e  were  soldiers 
in  the  Kevolutionaiy  War,  his  father  being  only 
foui'tcen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted. 

Ill  1833  he  of  whom  we  write  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  was  at  the 
time  only  fourteen  years  of  age  and  the  wildness 
of  the  country  was  not  as  serious  a  con  side  I'ation 
as  to  older  and  more  thoughtful  minds.  To  be 
sure  he  had  to  work  hard  in  hewing  down  the 
trees,  helping  to  make  roads  and  in  plowing  and 
planting  and  in  the  old-fashioned  and  laborious 
harvesting,  when  the  flail  was  used  in  threshing 
out  the  wheat.  Ttiere  were  rainy  seasons  and  dull 
seasons  in  which  the  game  with  which  the  forests 
abounded  could  be  chased  and  streams  known  only 
to  our  subject,  where  tlie  fattest  and  most  luscious 
of  trout  were  to  be  caught,  and  poor  as  tlie  coun 
try  was  in  resources  for  housekeeping,  after  one  of 
these  expeditions  the  mother  would  set  out  a  table 
(iovered  with  game  that  was  fit  for  a  king. 

The  family  were  among  the  flrst  settlers  in 
Plymouth  Township  and  there  our  subject  attained 
manhood,  isolated  to  a  great  degree  from  his  kind 
and  necessarily  thrown  back  upon  nature.  He  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  his  youth',  attending 
school  but  one  winter.  Since  that  time,  however.  ■ 
he  has  read  and  studied  by  himself,  so  that  he 
i-anks  well  as  an  intelligent  man.  He  was  married 
to  Lucy  M.  Jackson,  Mareli  1,1846,  Sheborehim 
five  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Isaac. 
deceased;   Jane;    Mary;    Julia,    and  Henry,    de- 
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t-eHsecl.  .Jane  married  Samuel  Daly  and  Mar^-  is 
tlie  wife  of  Charles  WajfOiier.  Aftei'  tlie  defease 
of  his  fii-st  wife  he  wwf  a  second  time  nian-ied,  the 
rei-eniony  Iteing  solemnized  April  12,  1869.  The 
l)resent  wife  was  ftn-mei-ly  Mi-s.  Kmeline  Turrell, 
widow  of  the  late  t'rederiek  T'lnrell  of  In^liam 
t'oiiiity,  who  was  killed  in  tlie  late  wai-.  Rj-  this 
union  tlierehav^  l*en  two  c-liildi-en — Alhertll.and 
Xorah  A. 

Mr.  <"liiusoH,v  tii-t  Lame  to  In}i;ham  (.'ounty,  iu 
1846,  aud  has  l>een  residme  heie  the  ffreater  part 
of  tlie  time  since  then  lieinif  one  of  the  oldcNt 
})ioneers  of  Leroy  Township  He  i»  the  owner  of 
eighty  aeies  of  land  and  Iwiufif  an  industi-ions  and 
hard-workiiiff  man  he  hat-  iteen  suoeessful  in  aetni- 
mulating  a  eomforbible  toilune.  Our  isubjeet  iias 
served  in  several  local  olfiees.  He  has  been  Ilij^h- 
way  (Commissioner  in  the  eoiintv.  Mrs.  (4nnsolly 
is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having  been  iKini 
in  Wayne  County,  .lanuary  12,  1833.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Kiipert,  early  settlei-s 
in  Ingham  ('<iTinty.  Oiir  snbjet't  favors  the  prin- 
ciples of  Proliibitioii.lK'litiviufi  tlie  fntiire  pi-osper- 
ity  of  tlie  country  depends  upon  its  purity  in  mor- 
als and  that  it  cannot  lie  strong  in  this  respect 
while  so  gi^eatfl  temptation  as  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  intoxicants  is  liefoi'e  the  youth  iif  the 
conntry.  An  excellent  financier,  he  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  tlie  licst  business  men  in  the  com- 
nninity.  He  with  hi»  wife,  who  is  an  intelligent 
and  estimable  lady,  are  among  the  most  honored 
and  highly  respected  members  <if  society-  in  Leioy 
Township. 


.^ig^gii  ^  a  ^  nc^^i^v 


y^H.LIAM  11.  McMillan.  Uom  Seplem- 
l>er  21,1841.  in  Schenectady  Connty,N.Y.. 
„  ^  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  Isaac 
and  Jane  (Comlis)  McMillan,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Oursubjecfsgrand- 
father  on  the  paternal  side  came  to  the  T'nited 
States  in  Colonial  days  and  served  in  liie  Revolu- 
tionary War.  His  children  iirc  as  follow>:  .lames, 
John,  Alex.  Isaac,  Willinm,  Samuel  and  .lane. 


Isaac  McMillan  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He 
was  horn  January  14,  171t5,  and  was  called  ont  in 
the  straggle  of  1812.  He  died  August'  14,  18»1, 
at  the  patriai-chal  age  of  ninety-five  yeai-s.  His 
wife  died  febinar^  i  1877  at  the  -lae  of  sixt^ 
seven  \  eii-s  and  six  months  She  was  tin,  motliei 
of  foui  childien — Susannah  \lexandei  C  Roheit 
J.  and  ^^llltam  H  I'm  i  to  hi«  maiiiagt  with  the 
ftlxjve  mentioned  lad(  oiii  subjett  s  fathii  had 
lieen  mained  and  h\  thai  unKm  liecame  thi 
jmi-ent  of  one  child  a  son  whose  name  was  Hugh 
The  familv  to  which  oui  subject 'lelongs  moved 
to  Livingston  ( oiinti  \  ^  in  IHiH  and  camt 
to  Michigan  the  followinj,  hint  Ihei  Hnded  in 
Deti-oit  in  'Novemliei  of  the  same  teat  and  located 
on  one  bundled  aties  on  secticm  16  which  Ihc 
fathei  impioved  and  wheieon  he  icsided  until  his 
death      Oui  subject  s  matenml  mindsuewns  Tohn 

The  oiiginal  of  out  sktUli  nn-  na  !  m  \(  i 
York  and  thcK  leceived  a  common  ihfl  «duc«i 
tion.  Duiing  the  bittei  part  of  the  wai  when  thi 
cadi  was  made  toi  le  infoi ctmenb-  the  \oung  man 
enlisted  Stptemliei  b  1 864  in  C  ompau)  K 
Twentt  hrst  Michigan  Infantl^  He  was  a  pirtiei 
pant  in  se^ei-al  battles  thtt  made  memoiable  that 
last  yeii  The  batth  of  Xasin  ille  deepl\  lmprev^ed 
him.  He  was  also  piesent  at  the  liattle  ot  Rentoii 
ville,  N  C  and  piilieipated  m  thetxiand  Reviewnt 
Washington  iftei  his  disthaige,  whieh  took 
place  the  List  week  in  .lime,  be  was  engaged  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  continuing  in  that  until  his 
mother's  demtli. 

After  the  decease  of  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
he  liegaii  farming  on  the  old  homestead  whicli  he 
now  owns.  He  has  served  in  several  township 
offices,  and  has  always  filled  thetie  [lositions  to  the 
Silt isf action  of  bis  constituents  and  to  his  own 
credit.  He  inherits  Republican  principles  and 
go^'ern  mental  theories.  His  father  was  foimerlv  a 
Whig,  though  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  was 
a  Republican. as  is  our  subject.  He,  however,  favors 
i'roliibitioii  principles,  laying  great  stress  iijiun 
this  as  one  of  the  issues  of  the  future.  Socially 
he  lielongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
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Miss  Alice  Norton,  who  was  bom  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daug'hter  of  Gilbert  and 
Celia  B.  Norton,  of  the  same  .State.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  Mrs.  McMillan  was  a  teaoher  and  caiueto 
Michigan  in  that  capacity,  unattended  by  relatives, 
as  her  father  had  died  in  her  native  State.  Her 
mother  passed  away  in  Michigan.  Her  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  in  one  of  the  battles 
i-eceived  a  bayonet  thrust  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  died.  He  and  his  wife  wei-e  the  parents  of 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  Mr,  William  H. 
McMillan  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents 
of  live  children,  wliose  names  are  Herman  I., 
Emma  R,  Ijouis,  Jane  (.'.  and  William,  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McMillan  are  highly  respected  membei-s 
of  society  in  Cohoetah  Township,  and  few  social 
gatherings  are  complete  withont  their  genial  pres- 
ence to  briglitcu  and  animate  tlie  occasion. 


^^  i.HKKT    U.    THOMPSON.       Among    the 
(tayLJ     county  officials  of  Livingston  County,  who 
///  ifi    make  their  home  in  Howell,  we  find  no  one 
(^C  who  is  more  deservedly    popular  on  ac- 

count iKjth  of  character  and  long  acquaintance 
than  the  Deputy  Registrar  of  Deeds,  whose  name 
we  have  just  given,  for  lie  is  a  native  of  this  little 
city  and  having  grown  up  here  and  shown  himself 
a  man  worthy  of  Cj^teem  and  regard,  has  taken 
his  place  among  the  best  citizens  of  this,  the  county 
seat  of  Livingston  County. 

The  natal  year  of  this  gentleman  was  1S47  and 
lie  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Eocelia(Ward)  Thomp- 
son, Ijoth  of  whom  came  to  this  State  from  New 
York.  The  father  had  been  a  farmer  before  com- 
ing to  Michigan,  but  upon  settling  in  Howell  in 
1836  he  built  a  furnace  in  the  central  part  of  town 
near  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  &  Northern  Michigan 
Railroad  depot  and  carried  it  on  thi-ough  life  and 
in  connection  carried  on  farming  extensively-.  Both 
parents  died  in  1852.  The  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  Moses  and  Margaret  Thompson,  were  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  after  coming  to 
Michigan  in  1836  they  settled   upon  a  farm  in 


Howell  Township,  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days.     Of  their  nine  children  three  are 

,  now  in  life:  Randolph,  Lncinda  and  Jane.  Moses 
j  Thompson  was  the  son  of  a  Scotchman  who  settled 
I    in  Pennsylvania. 

i  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Rocelia  (Ward)  Thompson, 
I  were  David  and  Sarah  Ward,  who  reared  a  family 
i  of  eleven  children  in  New  York.  Of  that  number 
[  the  following  are  now  living,  namelyt  Rollin, 
Ulysses,  Stephen,  Richmond,  Diana,  Mandevillc, 
I  Ursulla  and  Herschel.  Edward  and  Rocel.a  (Ward) 
J  Thompson  were  earnest  and  devoted  members  of 
;  the  Baptist  Church  and  brought  up  their  three 
I  children  in  the  faith  and  worship  of  the  Christian 
j  religion.  The  lirother  and  sister  of  our  subject  are 
Alvaro  and  Mary,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Thompson. 

Edward  Thompson  kept  a  number  of  meu  in  his 
employ  at  the  fumace  and  on  the  farm  and  his 
furnace  was  notable  as  being  the  first  one  estab- 
lished in  the  county.  His  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  lay  within  the  village  limits  and  the  liest  part 
of  Howell  is  now  built  upon  what  wa.s  the  Thomp- 
son farm.  This  gentleman  laid  out  an  addition  to 
the  city  which  is  known  as  Thompson's  Addition. 

■  He  donated  a  half  block  of  ground  for  the  county 
buildings  and  upon  this  land  has  been  placed  a 

■  beautiful  edifice.  He  also  gave  the  grounds  for 
the  iirst  cemetery.  His  own  beantiful  residence 
which  he  erected  on  Mill  Sti-eet  remained  his  home 
until  death.  He  was  an  eai-ly  settler  who  did  much 
for  the  improvement  of  Howell,  and  was  a  man  of 
principle  and  integrity,  whose  influence  was  as 
powerful  in  an  unconscious  way  as  it  was  helpful 
by  intent.  As  property  increased  in  value  in 
Howell  he  of  course  grew  in  wealth  and  became 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  in  the  place. 

After  taking  what  schooling  he  couJd  secure  in 
the  public  schools  of  Howell,  Albert  Thompson  at- 
tended college  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and  later  took  a 
business  course  at  Ames  Business  College,  N.  Y., 
gi-aduating  in  1865,  After  farming  for  twent,v 
yeai's  upon  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Shiawassee 
County.  Mich.,  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  Howell 
in  December,  1889,  to  accept  his  present  position. 
He  filled  a  number  of  minor  offices  in  Shiawassee 
County  and  was  also  Supervisor  for  three  terms 
and  was  Township  Clerk  for  five  terms,     His  mar- 
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riage  in  1868  brought  to  his  home  a  true  helpmate 
and  companion  in  the  person  of  Miss  Emily  Ham- 
mond of  this  county,  whose  pai-ents,Zina  and  Olive 
(Carpenter)  Hammond,  were  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State,  Four  lovely  children  have  blessed 
this  union  and  ai-e  growing  up  to  be  the  comfort 
and  compaiiionsof  their  parents.  They  are  named, 
Lyman,  Rose,  I^illie  and  Alvaro,  The  Republican 
party  is  the  political  organization  with  which  Mr. 
Tliompson  iinds  himself  in  sympathy  and  he  is  an 
earnest  worker  for  its  success  on  all  occasions.  He 
is  a  prominent  man  in  the  social  order  which  is 
known  by  tlie  magic  initials  of  K.  O.  T.  M. 


JOSEPH  BOVVDISH  HUJ.L,  M,  D  whose 
portrait  appeal's  on  the  opposite  itage  was 
born  in  Fairfield,  Franklin  Connt>  \  t 
January  25,  1824,  and  is  tlierefore  at  this 
writing  (1891),  less  than  sixty-eight  years  <  Id  IIi-v 
|)aternal  grandfather  was  of  English  descent  while 
on  his  mother's  side  he  comes  of  French  ancesti  y 
Both  Grandfather  Hull  and  Grandfather  Bowdish 
(originally  si>elled  Bowditch),  wei-e  Colonels  m  the 
Revohitioiiary  War,  and  the  latter  was  Sheiifl  of 
Franklin  County,  Vt.,  for  several  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  name  of 
of  Timothy  Hull,  was  married  to  Orrisa  Bowdish 
and  they  remained  in  Vermont  until  Ma>  I8i6 
when  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Leoni,  Jackson  County.  At  the  time  of  then  it 
moval  hither  Joseph  B.  was  a  lad  of  twelve  >eais 
and  he  had  attended  a  good  common  school  in  the 
Gi-een  Mountain  State.  After  coming  heie  he  did 
not  receive  much  benefit  from  the  schools  of  Leoni 
as  they  were  inferior  to  the  schools  of  \ermont 
He  was  a  pupil  in  a  select  school  for  two  terms  and 
pursued  his  studies  with  private  teachers,  expecting 
to  complete  his  education  at  Middlebury  College 
Vermont,  His  father  engaged  in  busine-*  ai  an 
hotel-liceper.  for  a  short  time  and  subsequently 
operated  as  a  farmer  and  merchant  until  he  died 
in  1840. 
The  death  of  his  father  clianged  our  'fubjCLt  e 


life  from  study  to  labor,  as  the  support  of  his  . 
mother  and  the  six  children  (two  boys  and  four 
girls)  devolved  upon  themselves.  Their  whole 
wealth  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  unimproved 
h»nd  wortli  about  *600.  When  Joseph  B.  was  fif- 
teen year's  old  he  taugiit  school  in  North  Adams, 
Hillsdale  Ciounty;  lie  had  a  large  number  of  pu- 
pils— about  sixty — twenty-five  of  them  being  over 
twentj'  years  of  age  and  several  preparing  them- 
selves for  teachei-s.  F'or  several  years  he  followed 
the  profession  of  teaching  and  studied  as  circum- 
stances would  permit  or  necessity  required.  In 
1844,  his  health  being  poor,  he  visited  his  native 
place,  hoping  to  recuperate  his  strength.  While 
there  he  taught  in  his  native  town. 

In  the  spring  of  1845,  finding  his  health  not  im- 
proved hut  I'ather  the  revei-se,  our  subject  returni^d 
to  this  Stflte  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Brown, 
having  previously  read  for  a  short  time  with  Dr. 
^  Meekei  Soon  afterward  an  accident  happened 
which  determined  htm  to  study  medicine  and 
surgei  \  elsewhere.  A  hunter  named  Scott  had 
leen  ill  for  some  time  and  upon  ivcovery  his  first 
set  was  t<>  unload  his  gun  which  had  l>een  loaded 
during  his  sickness.  Severaltimeshe  tried  unsuc- 
cessfulh  to  fire  it  off.  ImjKitient,  lie  bi-ought  the 
gun  hea\  il>  down  upon  the  floor  when  it  was  dis- 
thaiged  and  the  Imll  passed  thi'ongli  tlie  under 
jaw  ol  liquely  across  the  face,  back  of  the  nose  and 
lodged  in  the  skull  above  the  inner  a  igle  of  the 
e\e  Dr  Brown  was  sent  for.  but  altlioiigli  an  ex- 
cellent physician  he  was  no  surgeon  and  upon  ex- 
amining the  wonnd  lie  fainted.  Our  suhject  at- 
tended tht  man  and  extracted  the  bullet. 

"Not  liting  able  financially  to  study  away  from 
111  me  and  having  an  (ipportimjty  to  secure  a  posi- 
tun  la  entered  the  st-rvices  of  Jlessi's.  Goss,  Darl- 
ing \.  Bakh,  who  contracted  to  build  several  miles 
of  lailioad  between  Kalamazoo  and  New  Bufl'alo 
«  n  the  Michigan  Central  line.  Fie  spent  about  two 
and  tne  half  .years  with  them.  Iiaving  charge  of  a 
stoie  and  keeping  the  company's  accounts.  His 
leieuie  time  was  devoted  to  study  and  without  in- 
tttfeiing  nith  his  other  business,  he  accumulated 
and  lead  quite  a  medical  library.  During  this  time 
he  sent  all  his  money  to  his  mother  excepting  the 
little  which  was  neceseary  for  his  personal  expenses. 
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■    Upon  leaving  tite  Huploy  of   the  company  lie  eu- 

gaged  in  tlie  mcj'cantile  business  at  Comstock, 
near  Kalamazoo,  but  i-eniained  tljere  only  a  sliort 
time. 

We  next  find  ])i',  Hull  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
entered  the  oHlee  of  Prof.  .1.  Adams  Allen.  Tliis 
gentleman  was  then  Professor  in  the  Indiana  Med- 
it-al  College  at  T-aPorte,  subsequently  Professor  in 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity, and  at  the  time  of  his  deatli  President  of  Kush 
Medical  College,  in  Chicago.  Having  become  ac- 
quainted with  Prof,  Allen  while  residing  in  KaLi- 
mazoo,  our  subject  chose  him  as  liis  preceptor  iiiid 
attended  a  eoui-se  of  lectures  at  LaPorte,  "Wlien 
Prof.  Allen  was  elected  to  a  Chair  in  the  Michigan 
University  our  subjet^t  attended  two  coui'ses  of 
lectui-es  there,  graduating  April  21,  1852.  He  then 
retui'ned  to  his  old  home  in  J..eoni  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

After  residing  in  Leoni  thi-ee  years  l>r.  Hull  wag 
married  to  Emily  Hewitt,  an  estimable  and  intelli- 
gent lady,  the  daughter  of  .lephtha  and  Mary 
Hewitt,  of  Leoni.  After  their  marriage  the  young 
couple  w;ent  immediately  to  lAnsiiig,  where  they 
still  reside.  The  Doctor  soon  became  recognized 
as  a  thorough  physician  and  his  practice  grew  rap- 
idly, spreading  over  an  area  of  country  twenty 
miles  in  diameter.  He  is  now  in  active  practice, 
having  all  he  wishes  to  do.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  himself  and  wife  three  now  survive,  viz: 
Jesse  Butler,  who  was  graduated  with  honors  in 
medicine  apd  surgery  in  the  medical  department  of 
Michigan  University  in  1886;  Laura  P.,  who  is 
studying  music  at  the  American  Consei'vatfli-y  of 
Mnsic  in  Chicago;  Harriett,  who  is  now  f(mr teen 
ycirs  old  Hnd  in  tbi' -liitiH.i' Cla.-s  of  tJie  !_in^iiLg 
lliirli  Si^hool. 

Ill  1851  the  Docloi-  \yH>  :it  llu-  i-oiivi-iition  licld 
in  Jackson  when  the  Kepublican  party  sfii'mig  into 
existence  under  the  oaks  of  the  beautiful  city.  He 
continued  to  vote  with  that  p.arty  until  1874  when 
he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  course  taken  by  the 
Government  in  dealing  with  the  whisky  revenue 
thieves.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  Democrat  and 
has  re])resented  this  party  aw  a  delegaUi  to  cit\-, 
county  and  State  conventions.  Because  he  re- 
fused to  vote  the  Republicaii  ticket  he  was,  in 


1876,  i-emoved  from  the  Examining  Board  of  Pen- 
sions and  a  Republican  put  in  his  place.  He  had 
held  the  olfice  of  Examining  Surgeon  for  Pensions 
since  1862,  having  received  his  commission  from 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Dr.  Hull  has  filled  the  oftice  of  Aldemian  four 
years,  also  tliat  of  Su{)erintendent  of  the  Poor  for 
Ingham  County,  and  Director  of  the  Poor  for  the 
city  of  Landing,  County  Physician,  and  Pliysician 
of  the  State  Reform  School.  He  is  now  a  member 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  SecTctary  of  the 
Lansing  City  Medical  Society.  In  1864  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  United  States  Army  and  reported  at 
the  Clay  (ieneral  Hospital  in  Louisville,  Ky.  Soon 
after  he  was  directed  to  report  for  duty  to  the 
First  Battalion,  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Barber 
commanding.  This  battalion  was  doing  duty  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
Geti.  George  U.  Thomas  commanding.  Our  subject 
i-etained  his  p<)sition  until  the  close  of  the  war 
when  he  returned  to  his  home  and  i-esumed  his  pro- 
fession. Early  in  the  war  he  was  appointed  hy 
Gov.  Blair  Examining  Surgeon  for  the  draft  in 
Ingham  County,  which  service  he  performed  and 
examined  nearly  three  thousand  persons. 

In  1870  the  Doctor  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
State  Insiirance  Company,  which  was  nearly  in  its 
death  throes,  but  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  I.  H. 
Bartholomew,  its  President,  he  reorganized  the 
company  and  placed  it  on  a  solid  foundation. 
After  being  with  the  company  nearly  two  years  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession.  The  com- 
pany afterward  concluded  to  cease  doing  business, 
and  re-insured  its  policies,  paid  all  indebtedness 
and  died  an  Jumorable  death.  Soon  after  coming 
lu  Laiisinij'  tlic  Dcx'toi-  joined  the  Masonic  fmter- 
nity  and  i.*  now  II  member  of  Lodge  No.  66,  also 
of  Cliapter  No.  S),  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Prom  his 
boyhood  Dr.  Hull  has  been  a  firm  temperance  man, 
nsing  no  tol)acco  or  alcohol  in  any  form,  except  as 
a  medicine,  and  has  constantly  used  his  influence 
to  snp])ress  thoir  use  wherever  and  wJienever  he 
could  consistently".  .\] though  wiien  young  his 
health  was  delicate,  by  adopting  regular  and  tem- 
perate habitii  his  health  has  improved  and  is  now 
good,  excepting  that  lie  is  afflicted  with  rheumatism 
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irhicli  prevents  much  pbj^dcftl  labor.  He  and  hie 
wife  joined  tlie  I'l-^byterian  Cliui'cli  soon  after 
coming  to  tliis  city,  and  now  they  witli  all  their 
children,  belong  to  that  organization.  Mrs.  Hull 
has  engaged  with  the  church  in  many  benevolent 
undertakings  and  the  poor  have  always  found  re- 
lief tlirougli  Jier  exertions. 


c::" 


J""  OSKI'II  HlDKIi.  Thei'e  is  probably  no  man 
nioj-e  proniimmt  tor  intelligence  and  chai-ac- 
ter  witliin  the  confines  of  f4enoa  Township, 
Livingston  County,  tiian  he  of  wliom  we 
write.  His  success  may  well  be  attributed  to  his 
intelligence,  his  good  management  and  hard  work, 
and  he  has  the  univei'sal  esteem  of  the  community. 
He  was  born  in  DeKalb  Township,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  25,  1817.  His  father,  Joseph 
Rider  (Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Rockland  County, 
N.  Y.,  was  of  Holland  descent.  This  parent  was 
bereaved  of  his  father  and  mother  when  quite 
young  and  was  bound  out  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
tmde  in  New  York  City  and  therefoi-e  received 
but  little  education.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812  having  gone  as  a  volunteer  from  DeKalb 
to  Ogdensburg,  and  later  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  received  a  payment  of  $150  as  a  pens^ion  from 
the  Govenimeut. 

The  father  of  oiir  subject  came  to  this  State  in 
1833  and  settled  in  Milfoid  Township,  Oakland 
County,  upon  fifty  acres  of  land.  In  1 835  he  came  to 
this  county  and  i-esided  with  his  son  until  his  death 
which  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife 
boi-e  the  maiden  nameof  Sai'ah  Peck,  and  she  was 
i-eared  in  New  York  Her  childien  were  Martha,  Je- 
mina,  and  oiir  subjett,  besides  one  who  died  when 
(juite  young.  TJie  motlici  pissed  from  earth  about 
the  year  1830,  being  stiU  in  middle  life,  and  her 
death  was  caused  b^  a  cancer 

The  education  of  our  sul>ject  was  taken  in  the 
district  schools  afte.r  he  w.is  ten  years  old,  and  lie 
came  West  in  18?.1  l)y  way  of  water  to  Detroit, 
find  then  by  team  to  Oakland  Ckmnty.     After  two 


years'  residence  there  he  came  to  this  locality  and 
t(MA  up  one  haadred  and  twenty  s««sof  CiOTeni- 
ment  land.  He  exchanged  one  horse  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  woi'ked  for  his  neighbors  to  gain  the 
money  to  obtain  another  yoke.  There  were  then 
only  three  houses  in  the  townsliip,  but  he  soon 
added  anotlier  to  the  settlement.  The  Indian  trail 
passed  his  house  and  the  savages  were  frequent 
callei'S.  lie  could  talk  their  language  and  they 
ti'aded  him  venison  for  commodities  which  lie 
could  furnish.  Wild  game  was  abundant  and  heoc- 
casionally  brought  down  a  fine  animal,  but  nevei- 
devoted  himself  to  hunting.  It  took  live  days  to 
go  to  Deli-oit  and  back  witli  ox-teams  as  was  nec- 
essary to  obtain  supplies. 

Mr.  Rider  carries  on  mixed  fanning  and  raises 
large  numbers  of  stock  and  at  one  time  made  a 
specialty  of  Short-horn  cattle.  In  October,  185S, 
he  was  awarded  the  diploma  for  the  bestcultivated 
farm  in  the  county.  This  was  given  him  at  the 
Livingston  County  Agricultural  Fair.  He  now 
has  two  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land  having 
given  to  his  son  some  sixty  a^res.  His  mairiage 
Mai-cli  19,  1840,  united  him  with  Isabelhi  M.  Fish- 
back,  wiio  was  born  in  Depuyster,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1824. 

Mi's.  Rider's  parents,  Jacob  and  Klsie  (Steams) 
Fishback  wei'e  from  New  York  State,  who  came 
hei-e  in  183i!  and  lived  in  Genoa  Township  for  one 
year  and  afterward  removed  to  Marion  Township, 
where  they  carried  on  a  farm  of  one  liundrod  and 
twenty  acres.  The  father  died  when  sixty-four 
years  old  from  consumption  and  the  mother,  who 
retained  her  faculties  most  wonderfully,  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Her  eight  sons 
and  six  daughtei-s  all  grew  to  yeai-n  of  maturity 
and  one  of  these  daughters  is  now  uinety-foiu'  _veai-s 
old  and  ic  living  in  tlie  State  of  New  York.  The 
niotJier  was  a  I'resbyterian  in  her  religious  belief. 

Ten  children  came  to  Mess  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  seven  of  them  reached  the  age  of  maturit_v. 
George  W.  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Andrew  J., 
owns  a  commei-eial  college  in  Trenton,  N.  J. ;  he  also 
runs  two  large  cranberry  bogs  yieldingabout  three 
thousand  bushels  a  year;  Albtsrt  J.,  is  a  farmer  in 
Handy  Township;  Klsie,  Mrs.  Milton  Pettybone,  is 
the  wife  of  a  clothing  merchant  in  Flint;  Isabel  ha^ 
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married  a  music  teacher  and  dealer  in  musical  in- 
struments at  Stanton;  Henry  D.,  is  a  farmer  in  tliis 
township;  William  is  at  home  and  Nettie  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  E.  r>.  Millis  of  Webberville. 

The  church  connection  of  this  family  is  with  tlie 
Free  Will  Baptists  aud  Mr.  Rider  is  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  views.  He  was  only  twenty-one  yeai-s 
old  when  he  was  elected  Assessor  and  he  shortly 
became  Township  Clerk,  and  ufterward  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  great  many  yeai^s.  lie 
has  held  office  nearlj-  all  the  time  since  lie  reached 
his  majority.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Genoa 
Grange  and  has  held  oflice  as  Overseer  and  Chap- 
lain. He  ei-ected  his  neat  frame  residence  in  185.S 
and  his  two  large  barns  were  huilt  in  1850  and  in 
1887.  He  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  culture 
of  trees  and  has  many  of  them  upon  his  place. 


■  — ^^^^^^^■^■'^^e^^^so 


J[  S.  GRISWULI)  is  a  farmer  on  section  7, 
HartlandTownship,  Livingston  County,  this 
i  ytate.  He  was  born  in  Chemung  County, 
'  Tv,  Y.,uear  the  (.ity  of  Elmira,  his  natal  day 
being  December  21,  1823.  His  parents  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  his  father  being  Henry 
Griswold,  who  was  born  in  New  York  and  there 
reared  on  a  farni.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  an  eai-ly 
day,and  in  18;^()  settled  in  Hartlnnd  Township, 
Livingston  Coimly,  upon  the  section  where  he  still 
lives.  He  at  once  bnilt  a  frame  house  which  cou- 
ijisted  of  a  single  room  having  the  inodect  dimen- 
sions of  16x18  feet.  He  with  his  family  at  once 
lient  their  energies  toward  clearing  up  the  place 
and  making  it  a  productive  and  tit  place  for  liiibi- 
tation- 

At  the  time  that  our  subject  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  this  State,  one  saw  more  Indians  than  white 
men,  and  wild  animals  skulked  and  glided  through 
the  shadowing  boughs  of  the  trees  of  the  forest, 
Henry  Griswold,  our  subject's  father,  died  on  his 
home  place  September  17,  1877.  During  his  life- 
Lime  he  H-ns  !in  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the 
Whig  party.  He  occupied  a  number  of  positions 
in  local  office,  having  'been  Justice  of   the.  Feaos 


several  years,  and  also  held  several  school  offices. 
He  was   a    member   of    the    Methodist    Episcopal 
Chureh    for  fifty   years,   and    was   always  a  gen- 
erous worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Gospel.     He  held 
various  offices  in  tlie  church  and  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  growth  of  that  denomination 
in  this  vicinity.     He  was  well  known  throughout 
the  country  as  a  hard-woiking  man,  with  an  innate 
appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  truth.     Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather,  Elisha  Griswold,  supposed  to 
have  lieen  born  in  Connecticut,  died  while  yet  a 
!    young  man.     Our  subject's  motlier,  whowasbeforc 
j    her  marriage  Miss  Elizabeth  Snell,  was  born  in  New 
I    Yoi'k  State,  in  Chemung  County.  She  died  in  1 878. 
i       ilenry  (iriswold  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
i   eight  cliildren,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  eid- 
!   est.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place  until  twelve 
years  of  age.     His  first  school  days  were  passed  in 
;    learning  the  three  R's  in  a  frame  schoolhouse  not 
:    a  great  distance  from  his  home.     After  coming  to 
I    Michigan  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he 
^  continued  school  in  Hartland  Township,  remaining 
at  home  under  his  father's  roof  until  he  was  of  age 
■   after  which  he  clerked  in  a  general  store  at  Par- 
shallville,  Hartiand  Township,  remaining  there  in 
i    all  for  a  [wrlod  of  about  six  yeai-s. 

The  origiii.ii  of  our  sketch  was  married  October 
2«,  I8;"iu,  liis  In'ide  iMjing  Esther  Mason,  who  was 
born  ui  Kochester,  N.  Y,,  October  25,  1825.  Aft-er 
settling  in  life  our  subject  located  in  the  village  of 
Pai-shallville,  where  he  van  engaged  in  a  general 
store  until  1866,  then  took  a  partnership  and  con- 
tinued with  the  Hrm  until  1888,  when  they  sold 
out  the  stock,  hut  our  subject  still  owns  the  build- 
ing. For  twcnt\-live  yeara  he  had  the  position  of 
Postm.istci'  in  the  village  of  Parshallville,  was  Su- 
pervisor for  two  yeai-s  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
eight  yetiis.  He  has  served  in  all  the  offices  of  the 
School  Board  times  witiiout  end. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
erence.   After  selling  out  his  interests  in  the  vil- 
j   lage  he  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  at  present 
!    resides.     His  home  is  built  on  the  site  of  the  old 
homestead  of  his  father.    His  present  residence  was 
erected  at  a  cost    of    SiS.oOU,  and    wtntains    every 
comfort  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.     It  is  a 
I  ten-room   dwelling,  that  is  furnished  with   large 
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closetfi  aiKl  lieatfid  witli  n  fiiniiico.  It  is  fiiiislied 
throughout  most  beautifully  with  natural  wood, 
and  is  furnished  comfortably,  not  too  good  for  use 
or  perfect  enjoyment.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  spread  away  about  the  place  and  are  dotted 
with  shade  trees  of  the  clioicest  varieties.  It  also 
has  a  fine  orehar^.  Our  subject  also  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  section  5,  and  all  of  his 
realty  possessions  are  under  cultivation.  He  is 
engaged  qujte  lai^ely  in  the  breeding  of  stock, 
having  from  twenty  five  to  fifty  head  of  cattle  to 
dispose  of  each  \eai  There  is  a  tenement  house 
upon  his  plaio  that  !■•  occupied  by  an  able  assistant 
in  liH  agiicultuiil  woilt  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
ftii  the  imitnts  of  oue  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Ella  She  is  tht  wife  of  C  A.  Parshall,  who  is  en- 
gaged 111  the  milhng  business  in  the  village  of 
Haitland  iim  subject  has  two  good  barns  upon 
Ins  place  each  10x5(1  feet  m  dimensions  and  hav- 
ing bHBements  with  «olid  stone  foundations.  These 
he  built  at  a  cost  of  $1,^0(1.  Mr.  Griswold  is  one 
of  the  substantial  ind  -.olid  men  of  Ilartland 
lownship  He  1"  ])iiblH-'-iiirit<;d  and  pi-ogrtssive 
and  lias  ever  l)een  ready  to  give  a  helping  hand 
and  encouraging  word  to  any  good  cause  that 
promis<is  to  be  for  the  lienetit  of  the  people. 


^^1  HARLES  Tl'RRELL.  We  are  pleased  lo  pre- 
||[  p  sent  the  name  of  a  highly  respected  farmer 
^te^  who  resides  on  section  3,  Leroy  Township, 
Ingham  County,  and  who  was  bom  in  Wayne 
Connty.  Mich.,  July  11,1 840.  His  parents,  both  New 
Yorkers,  were  Chauncy  (deceased)  and  Elea.noi- 
Turrell,  the  latter  being  the  grand-daughter  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  With  his  parents  our  sub- 
ject came,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  to  Ingham 
County,  Mich.,  traveling  in  wagons  with  oxen  as 
the  motive  power.  They  became  among  the  first 
pioneers  of  Leroy  Township,  making  their  home 
two  miles  south  of  Webberville  and  later  moving 
on  to  the  farm  now  owned  by  their  son. 

The  surviving  children  of  this  family  arc  Ann 
E.,  wife  of  Henry  Wilber,  Charles,  Lucy  J.,  wife  of 


Isaac  Dove,  and  Jefferson.  The  father  who  was  a 
1  Democrat  in  his  political  convictions,  died  during 
!   the  days  of  the  Civil  War. 

j        Having   received  his  education  in  the  district 
'   schools  of  Ingham  County,  Charles  Tui-rell  took 
up  his  life  work  as  a  farmer,  but  on  the  day  he 
I   readied  his  majority  he  enlisted  in  the  anny  of  his 
I   country,  joining  Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  In- 
;    fantry,  and  being  assigned  to  Bumsides'  army.    He 
:   fought  in    the  battle  of   James    Island    where  his 
j    bi-othei-,  Frederick,  was  killed,  and  took  part  in  the 
conflicts  of  liull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam  and    Fredericksburg.     His  regiment  re- 
inforced Graat's  army  at  Vicksbui^  and  took  pai-t 
in  the   battle  of  Jackson  and   also   was  active  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the    Wilderness,  Spottsylvania, 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  taking  part   in   the  last 
charge  of  the    rebel   works  at    Petersburg.     They 
took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  and 
were  honorably  discharged  July  SO,  1865. 

Henry  Turrell,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  the  father 
died  at  Annapolis.  Md.,  a  victim  of  typhoid  fever. 
This  patriotic  family  sacrificed  not  only  the  father 
but  two  lirothei-s  in  the  service  of  tlieii-  country, 
and  their  mourning  is  mingled  with  joy  that  they 
were  able  to  do  so  much  for  the  cause  of  the  Union. 
The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  May  10, 
1868,  and  his  bride,  Emeline  Starks,  is  a  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Rebecca  Starks,  both  of  whom  have 
passed  to  the  other  world.  Only  one  child,  a  son, 
Hiram,  came  to  blefs  this  heme  and  he  has  be(n 
called  from  life.  The  bereaved  parents  have 
adopted  twosons,  Elsworth  and  Willie,  and  to  them 
they  have  given  true  pai'ental  care  and  training. 
.  The  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  in 
an  excellent  slate  of  cultivation  and  besides  attend- 
ing to  his  own  agricultural  pursuits  our  subject 
has  found  time  to  serve  his  township  as  Highway 
Commissioner,  to  which  he  was  elected  upon  the 
.    Republican  ticket. 

He  of  wliom  we  write  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  F.  Turrell  Post  No.  93,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Web- 
berville, which  was  named  in  honor  of  his  brotlier, 
Frederick,  who  fell  at  James  Island  while  charging 
the  rebel  force,  Charles  Turrell  receives  a  pension 
from  the  Government  of  i6  a  month  and  his  life 


,  Google 


5S0 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


history  is  replete  with  mcidents  of  bravery  as  a 
soldier  and  worth  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Ingham  County  Pioneer  Association  and  com- 
mands  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  both  for 
his  own  sake  and  for  that  of  his  family  whose  lives 
will  ever  be  cherished  as  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  county. 

SEYMOUR  E.HOWE,  a  farmer  on  section  5, 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  County,  is 
the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  came 
to  this  place  In  1836  and  has  since  made  this  his 
residence.  'Ilie  first  house  in  which  he  lived  was 
built  partially  of  logs,  the  other  part  being  a  frame 
dwelling.  PriOF  to  Mr.  Howe's  purchase  of  the 
place  this  buildingwas  used  as  an  liotel,  and  doxibt- 
less  many  are  the  travelci-s  who  in  pioneer  days 
found  it  a  very  refuge  of  rest  and  comfort.  Our 
subject  continued  to  use  it  as  a  residence  for.  some 
eighteen  yeare  and  then  built  his  commodious  and 
attractive  farmhouse  where  liis  family  enjoyts  all 
the  comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Howe  was  bom  in  Elba  Township,  Gen- 
esee County,  N.  Y., -September  19,  1817.  His  father 
was  Seth  and  his  mother  Aclisah  (Washburn) 
Howe,  natives  of  Connecticut.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children  and  of  these  our  sub- 
ject was  the  uitith  in  order  of  birth.  The 
mother  died  in  1819,  while  the  son  of  whom  we 
write  was  still  young.  His  father  was  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Methodist  persuasion  and  for  forty 
years  his  home  served  as  a  place  of  worship  for  the 
people  in  the  locality  in  which  he  lived.  In  the 
early  history  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
progress  was  not  so  mpid  as  in  pioneer  days  in 
Michigan,  the  latter  having  been  benefited  by  the 
progress  in  the  East,  preacher  Seth  Howe  called  the 
people  together  for  spiritual  instruction  which  he 
gave  according  to  his  understanding.  Two  years 
after  the  decease  of  his  first  wife  he  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Dunning, 
By  this  union  there  was  one  child.  Our  subject's 
father  died  when  seventy-flve  years  of  age. 


The  original  of  our  sketch,  when  a  child  six  yeai's 
of  age  went  to  live  with  an  older  brother  and  re- 
mained with  him  assisting  in  the  farming  and  en- 
I  gaged  in  painting  until  lie  was  sixteen  years  of 
■  age.  Later  he  visited  Washtenaw  County,  tliis 
State,  where  a  brother  and  sister  were  living. 
While  there  he  worked  at  caniage  bnilding,  and 
later  took  up  clock-making,  carrying  on  this  last- 
named  business  in  partnership  with  a  brother. 
After  remaining  several  years  in  Michigan  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  New  York.  He  pledged 
himself  to  remain  with  his  father  as  long  as  that 
parent  lived,  and  fulfilled  his  pledge. 

Mr,  Howe  entered  the  matrimonial  relatiousliip 
March  26,  1846,  his  bride  being  Miss  Phebe  A. 
Boutell,  who  was  bom  August  31,  1822.  She  wa.^ 
a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Boutell, 
natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Newport,  R.  T.. 
respectively.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  calling, 
and  for  some  time  lived  in  Batavia,  N.  Y,,  connng 
thence  about  1808.  He  was  at  that  time  a  large 
farmer.  Mrs.  Howe  is  the  only  child;  her  mother 
passed  away  from  this  life  in  1828,  and  seven 
years  after  the  father  married  a  second  time,  his 
wife  being  HaiTiet  Jane  Ketchem.  By  this  union 
there  were  three  children,  only  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  whose  name  is  Ira  Boutell.  When  but  six- 
teen yeara  of  age  he  went  into  the  hardware  busi- 
ness at  Batavia,  N.Y,,  and  later  received  a  Captain's 
commission  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  A  brave 
and  heroic  soldier,  he  received  promotion  to  the 
mnk  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Now  a  resident  at  St. 
Ijouis,  Mo.,  he  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  re- 
tail gi-ocery  business  and  has  been  greatly  pros- 
pered, being  considered  one  of  the  very  wealtiij' 
men  of  that  city. 

Mrs.  Howe  was  educated  at  Middlebury  Acad- 
emy, N,Y.,  and  in  her  younger  days  was  a  teacher. 
At  the  time  of  solemnizing  their  marriage  Solomon 
.Tudd  dtliciated.  They  commenced  housekeeping 
at  Pembrook,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  on  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  part  of  which  was  owned  by  Mr,  Howe's 
father.  Tliey  remained  with  him  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  the  13th  of  June,  1852.  After  that 
Mr.  Howe,  with  his  brother,  El)enezer,  built  and  ran 
a  steam  sawmill  for  two  yeara;  in  the  meantime  he 
bought  his  bi-other's  interest  in  the  mill.     This  he 
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liimlly  trndod  f..r  an  hotel  at  Busliville,  Gwiest* 
County,  N.  Y".,wliifh  lie  i-an  as  a  tenipevanoe  liouee. 
They  also  owned  a  grocery  at  the  same  place,  but 
at  the  expiration  of  the  first  year  they  traded  then- 
property  there  for  a  farm  at  Caryville,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  remained  for  one  year,  when  they  sold  and 
came  to  Howell/ Township,  tiiis  State,  in  1856,  set- 
ting out  from  New  Vork,  (October  14,  of  that  year. 
They  brought  five  small  children  with  them,  liav- 
ing  been  the  parents  of  nine  ehildi-eii,  six  of 
whoni  are  now  living. 

Tlie  flret  few  yeare  that  our  subject  and  his  fam- 
ilj'  spent  in  this  State  were  yeai's  of  hardship  and 
denial.     Mr.  Howe  was  obliged  to  work  out  for 
other  people,  as  his  new  fai'm  would  not  support 
himself  and  family.     Sorrow  also  came  to  them 
for  their  family  was  afflicted  with  sickness  and  two 
of  his  children  were  taken  away.     The  names  of 
the  children  whose  presence  has  come  as  a  blessing  : 
to  their  parents  are  Alice  C,  Eugene  E.,  Martha 
A..  Ellen  F.,  Willie  C,  George  F.,  Ida  L.  and  Ada 
E.     Willie   C.  died   in   New  Tork   in    1854.  wJiile 
still  an  infant;    Ada  E.,  who  was  born  March    19.   - 
1863,  died  September  22,  186.S;    Mary  J.  died  Oc- 
tober, 4, 1863,  when  twelve  years  old;  Alice  0.  was   : 
educated  at  YpsiJanti   Normal  School  and  there  , 
i-eceived  her  certificate  as  a  teacher  in  1869.     She 
has  made  teaching  her  life-work  and  is  greatly  be-   . 
loved  at  Wyandotte,  Wayne  County,  this  State,  by   ,' 
many  who  received  her  instruction  during  fifteen 
years  of  educational  work  in  that  place;    she   has 
also  taught  in  other  places  and  is  considered   one    ; 
of  the  laest  teachers  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
For  the  past  few  years  she  has  been    engaged   in 
school  work  in  the   district  in  which   her  father  i 
lived,  unselfishly  giving  up  any  ambition  that  she    I 
might  have  for  a  broader  sphei'e  in  order  to  be  able    | 
to  be  with  her  parents  in  their   declining    years,   i 
Eugene  E.  married  Adelphia  Hill;  he  is  the  father    ■ 
of  three  daughters — Mary  J.,  Ada  E.  and  Alice  A.    j 
He  is  a  farmer  in  comfortable  circumstances  and    I 
lives  very  near  his  father's  place;   Martha  A.  is  tJie 
wife  of  A.  S.  Person ;  she  is  mother  of  four  children 
— Myrta  M.,  Seymour  H.,  Cornelius  G.  and  Annie  ■■ 
B.     They  live  in  the  village  of  Howell.     Willie  C.   j 
married  Ruby  Hill;  he  is  the  father  of  two  children,  \ 
daughters — Noi-ah  B.  and  Bertha  M.,  and  lives  just  j 


north  of  his  farm.  George  V.  mairied  Norah  Hart; 
they  have  one  child,  whose  name  is  Stanley;  they 
reside  in  the  village  of  Howell.  Ida  L.  married 
Dr.  Abrams,  of  I>ollar  Bay,  this  State,  All  the 
members  of  the  Howe  family  have  fine  farms  and 
good  homes. 

Mr.  Howe  has  given  his  children  every  educa- 
tional advantage  possible.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  father 
having  been  so  connected  from  youth.  He  has  held 
various  positions  in  the  church  and  has  been  a 
generous  supporter  of  that  body.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Pi-ohibitionist  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  the  county. 


i(  RA  V.  REEVES.  Putnam  Towuship.  Living- 
I  ston  County,  contains  a  class  of  intelligent 
_i  and  well-educated  farmers  who  have  seen  much 
of  the  world  and  whose  choice  of  a  home  in  this 
locality  is  founded,  not  upon  a  narrowing  igno- 
rance of  wliat  else  the  world  can  offer,  but  upon  a 
full  comprehension  of  the  advantages  of  this  re- 
gion over  many  otJiera.  Among  these  men  of 
broad  mind  and  experience  in  life  we  may  name 
the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 

Howell  Reeves,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Ovid.  N.  Y.,  October  II,  1777,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Wood,  who  was  bom  October 
n,  1783  and  died  ,Iuly  11, 1816.  After  her  death 
he  was  again  married.  By  the  first  marriage,  from 
which  our  subject  is  descended,  thei-e  were  eight 
children,  viz:  Mehitable,  Mary,  Charles  W.,  Sai-ah 
Geoi^e,  Kitsie,  .lames  and  .John  D,,  the  last  named 
being  the  only  survivor.  Howell  Reeves  died  No- 
vember 7,  18.53,  having  had  three  children  by  his 
second  marriage— Gabriel  P.,  Elizabeth  and  How- 
ell— all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Oeoi^  Reeves,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  February  II,  1809,  near  West  Town,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  He  married  Lavinia,  daughter  of 
James  Lane,  and  she  was  bora  July  6,  1807  in 
Orange  County,  The    solemnization  of  this  union 
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took  place  April  22,  1829,  and  they  I'esided  in 
Orange  County  until  the  death  of  the  wife  which 
occurred  about  1831.  8he  left  ont;  child,  our  sub- 
ject. The  father  again  married,  February  6,  1832, 
choosing  lis  his  wife  Martha  Eliza,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Roe)  Allison,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  was  bora  August  31,1813,  and  became  the 
mother  of  ten  children. 

The  family  made  their  home  in  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  until  they  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
spring  of  1836,  establishing  themselves  in  Lima, 
Washtenaw  County,  where  the  father  kept  an  hotel 
for  a  short  time  and  operated  a  farm  until  the  fall 
of  1 837,  when  he  removed  to  Pinckney,  moving 
his  family  into  the  second  frame  building  which 
was  ever  ei-ect«d  in  that  village,  being  a  store  and 
hotel  combined.  These  two  conveniences  to  the 
public  were  operated  by  him  and  wei-e  the  fli-st  in 
the  village.  In  thoaedays  the  well-known  writer, 
Caroline  Matilda  Kirkland  and  her  husband,  Will- 
iam Kirkland,  resided  in  this  viUage  and  they  are 
well  remembered  by  our  subject. 

During  the  two  years'  residence  of  the  family  in 
Pinckney  the  father  built  a  brick  addititm  to  the 
hotel,  which  is  still  standing.  In  1839  he  bought 
the  mill  site  and  farm  upon  whi,cb  our  subject  now 
iivea  and  on  it  built  a  flouring-mill  in  addition  to 
the  sawmill  which  was  already  there.  In  the  former 
he  put  (our  runs  of  stones  and  <jperated  both  mills. 
In  addition  to  this  tie  erected  a  residence  intn 
which  he  i-emoved  in  1839.  He  had  a  farm  of  six 
hundred  acres  .and  during  his  lifetime  he  cleared 
off  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  it,  making 
his  home  here  until  1877,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  which  lie  spent  in  California  in  1849. 

George  Reeves  was  successful  in  his  business 
operations  and  was  a  prominent  man,  taking  a 
lively  interest  in  politics  and  besidefi  being  oue  of 
the  earliest  Sui^rvisors  of  the  township,  served  for 
a  long  while  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  political 
afHtiations  are  with  the  Democratic  party  and  he 
was  esteemed  a  leader  among  men  of  that  shade  of 
political  belief.  He  died  in  April,  1877,  and  his 
wife  is  also  deceased.  The  year  after  the  death 
of  this  gentleman  the  mill  in  which  he  had  taken 
so  much  interest  in  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  siibject  of  our  sketch    was   seven   years   of 


age  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  to  which  he  came 
by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal,  making  an  unusual!_v 
slow  trip  as  he  was  laid  up  for  three  weeks  at  a 
bridge.  He  attended  school  at  Pinckney  but  made 
frequent  visits  hack  to  New  York.  In  the  spring 
of  1849  he  joined  his  father  in  making  up  a  party 
to  take  an  overland  trip  to  California.  They 
started  from  Michigan  in  a  wagon,  going  to  Joliet, 
III.,  then  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  spent  a  week 
laying  in  supplies,  whence  they  traveled  to  Lex- 
ington, Mo.,  where  they  bought  cattle.  From  that 
point  the  real  journey  began,  crossing  the  Kaw 
River  at  Topeka,  then  moving  toward  the  Platte 
River,  east  of  Ft.  Kearney,  then  to  the  South  Pass 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  on  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
From  this  city  the  party  moved  north  around 
Great  Salt  Lake  to  the  valley  of  the  Humboldt 
River  and  following  Green  Horn  "cut-off,"  the 
party  arrived  in  the  Sacramento  Valley  at  Deer 
Creek.  They  kept  on  until  they  reached  Feather 
River,  locating  on  Long's  Bar,  where  they  staid 
most  of  the  wint«r  working  in  the  mines.  In  the 
spring  our  subject  went  to  Yuba  where  he  made  a 
business  of  keeping  a  restaurant  for  a  short  season. 
Thence  he  went  to  Butte  Ci'eek  and  located  a  claim 
which  is  known  as  Reeve's  Bar  which  they  worked 
till  August,  1850,  when  they  determined  to  return 
Jioroe.  There  were  four  of  them  working  this  claim 
and  although  they  took  out  $200  per  day  every  day 
they  became  so  homesick  that  they  could  no  longer 
remain  there  and  came  home.  The  journey  out 
across  the  plains  occupied  from  March  27  until  Oc- 
tober, but  they  returned  bj'  the  way  of  Panama. 
They  considered  the  trip  on  the  whole  to  have  been 
a  successful  one.  During  this  experience  the 
the  father  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  cholera 
but  his  life  was  spared. 

After  remaining  at  home  a  year  tlie  young  man 
made  arrangements  with  his  fatlier  to  take  and 
carry  on  the  mill  property  which  business  he  con- 
tinued until  the  fire.  He  became  interested  in  bee 
culture  some  four  years  ago  and  now  ships  honey 
to  Bay  City,  having  some  forty  hives  of  bees.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonging  to 
the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Knights  Templar  and 
has  been  Senior  Deacon.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  and  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
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He  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  ofllce 
he  has  held  for  seventeen  years.  He  hasaliiio  served 
as  School  Inspector.  His  father  was  Postmaster  of 
Pinckney  in  1839  and  held  the  commission  of  Aid 
to  Gen.  Brown,  of  the  Michigan  militia. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  never 
taken  to  himself  41  wife  but  makes  his  home  on  the 
old  homestead  with  his  sister's  family.  His  many 
friends  would  be  pleased  to  see  him  suiTOundod 
by  a  family  of  his  own  and  I'Cgret  that  so  noble 
a  man  should  not  have  chosen  to  iiave  made  some 
one  wciman  happy  by  liis  eompani(mship. 


*       ItelLLIAM  S.  CALKINS.     It  is  ever  agrate- 
A\  ^  ///    f  ul  task  to  lay  a  wi-eath  of  memorial  green 


V 


upon  the  grave  of  one  who  has  fought 
nobly  the  battles  of  llfi^  and  by  his  strong  right 
arm  has  upheld  the  banners  of  religion  and  moral- 
ity, making  tlie  world  better  for  his  having  lived 
in  it.  Such  a  tribute  we  gladly  offer  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
brief  biographical  notice,  and  whose  porti-aitia  pre- 
sented in  connection  witli  this  sketch. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lansing,  Mr.Calkins 
came  to  this  city  in  1847,  at  which  time  the  capital 
was  located  hero,  and  at  once  engaged  in  bnsincss 
with  Mr.  Norris,  carrying  on  a  pottery.  However, 
for  many  yeai-s  prior  to  his  demise  he  was  engaged 
in  selling  lands  for  the  late  James  Turner,  and  was 
also  in  business  as  a  fire  insurance  agent,  making 
the  latter  his  special  line  of  work  during  the  last 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  born 
in  Peruington,  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  February  11, 
1K14,  and  there  received  a  thorough  and  compre- 
hensive education.  In  1836,  he  and  his  father 
lame  West,  and  settling  in  South  Lyon  Township, 
l)akland  County,  Mich.,  proceeded  to  clear  a  farm 
Having  subdued  this  tract  of  land  with  their  ixes 
they  removed  thence,  in  1847,  to  what  was  at  that 
time  the  little  city  of  tvftnsing. 

After  a  residence  in  Lansing  of  about  foit^  two 
years,  Mr.  Calkins  died  November  8, 1889  smcereH 
mourned  not  only  by    his    family,    bat  by  all  who 


had  known  his  faithful  life  and  unswerving  integ- 
I'ity,  He  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch,  in  whose  communion 
he  had  found  strengtii  and  comfort  since  he  was 
sixteen  years  old.  He  was  one  of  the  first  six  who 
organized  a  church  in  I^nsing  and  was  always  a 
stanch  and  active  member.  He  officiated  in  the 
Central  Methodist  Kpiacopal  Church  as  Trustee, 
Class-leader  and  Steward  until  on  account  of  his 
healtii  he  could  no  longer  fill  those  oflices.  For 
five  yeai-s  before  his  death  be  wa.s  neatly  hetplcss. 
Pohtically  he  was  a  Republican. 

On  August  30,  1875,  Mr.  Calkins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Martha  Stedman,  who  still  sur- 
vives liim.  and  whose  porti'alt  is  also  presented  on 
an  accompanying  i>age.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Francies,  and  she  was  bom  in  SugarGi-ove, 
Warren  County,  Pa.,  October  20,  1834,  being  a 
daughter  of  Seth  A.  and  Carlara  (Fox)  Francies. 
When  she  was  quite  young  her  father  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Bruce,  Macomb  County, 
this  State,  when  she  was  eleven  years  old.  He 
was  a  shoemaker  and  found  in  the  West  a  better 
opening  for  his  trade.  In  her  early  womanhood 
she  married  Charles  H.  C.  Mosher,  of  Ray,  who  died 
in  the  army;  she  was  afterward  united  in  marriage 
with  Mr.  Kingsiey  Stedman,  who  died  in  Lapeer 
in  1869.  Since  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Calkins,  she 
has  lived  in  the  house  where  she  now  resides.  She  lias 
an  adopted  son,  Mr.  A.  A.  Mosher,  of  this  city,  who 
is  witli  tlie  Lansing  Lumber  Company.  Since  she 
was  ft  girl  of  twenty,  Mi's.  Calkins  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church.  Notwith- 
standing tlie  varied  experiences  through  which  she 
has  passed  and  the  afflictions  which  have  fallen  tti 
her  lot,  she  is  still  vigorous  and  active,  bearing 
few  marks  Of  the  yeai-a  which  have  fallen  to  her. 


W 


ALTER  A.  CLARK.  Perhaps  there  are  no 
more  enterprising  and  cultured  residents 
of  Livingston  County,  than  those,  who, 
like  our  subject — -one  of  the  first-class  farmers  in 
Marion  Township,  are  natives  of  this  very  county 
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and  descended  from  Sew  York  parentage.  The 
agriciilturnl  intereats  of  New  York  have  l>eeii  for 
so  long  a  time  highly  developed  and  in  a  nourish- 
ing eundition  that  the  animus  of  the  farmers  in 
tlmt  seetion  leads  to  a  higher  standaid  in  regard 
lo  llie  onltivatiou  of  the  soil  and  the  improvement 
and  the  beautifying  of  the  farm  homo  than  is  t« 
I*  found  in  many  other  parts  of  our  country. 
Public  sentiment  thus  secured  among  the  agrieul- 
tnral  al&s'  does  not  cease  within  its  limits  but  d<!- 
scends  to  their  children  even  when  they  are  born 
in  the  "wild  and  wooly  West." 

The  residence  of  our  subject  on  .section  9,  pre- 
sent? a  pleaffln^  appeaiance  and  is  the  se-jit  of  ii 
ilnely  cultivated  farm.  Mr.  Clark  was  boin  uii 
section  17,  Marion  Township,  in  1850.  and  his  fa- 
ther, Lyman  Clark,  a  fannei-  and  carpenter,  was 
lioru  in  New  York  in  1«03.  Tlie  father  received 
as  good  an  education  as  the  common  schools  af- 
forded and  was  united  in  marriage  in  182fi  with 
[^dia  Wallace,  a  daugliter  of  George  and  Lydia 
(I^wrence)  Wallace.  These  parents  were  from 
Ma8»ichusetts  and  had  five  children,  the  daughter 
Lydia  being  born  in  1«()6. 

Lyman  Clark  came  Michigan  in  1836  and  l)Ouglit 
some  land  in  Washtenaw  County  and  afterward 
came  to  Maiion  Township,  Livingston  C'ountyand 
here  puix^hased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
he  afterward  sold  and  lx»«ght  eighty  acres  which 
pleased  him  better  on  section  1 7.  Somewhat  later 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
tions 9  and  I(>.  tie  here  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1874.  His  good  wife  with  whom  lie  had 
lived  so  many  yeai-s  in  closest  union  and  harmony 
was  not  separated  long  from  him  but  followed  him 
to  the  grave  in  1875.  He  was  a  Uepuhiican  in  his 
political  convictionB  and  consistently  cast  his  vote 
for  the  success  of  that  party.  Both  he  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject  were  devotedly  attached  to 
the  liaptist  Church  with  which  they  were  in    com- 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  received   the  ' 

advantages  of  a  common-school  education  and  re-  , 

raaiuing  at  home  with  his  parents  assisted  liis  fa-  ] 

ther  through  his  youth  and  when  he  became  a  man  I 
undertook  the    management  of  the    farm.     Home 
three  years  previous  to    his   father's    decease    he 


brought  home  lo  his  giarenta  a. daughter  in  the 
l)ei-son  of  Maggie  A.  Twiilej-,  daughter  of  -lames 
and  Rebecca  (Lound)  Twilley,  These  parents  were 
from  Lincolnshire,  ?^nglsnd,  and  Maggie  who  was 
born  in  1852  was  the  youngest  of  tlicir  five  chil- 
dren. 

Our  subject  and  bis  intelligent  a 
have  l)een  blest  with  five  children 
trude  L,,  Lawrence  T.,  Briggs  L.  i 
and  n  tl  e  la  n.^  a  d  ed  t 
Cla  k  tak  deej  i  d  al  d 
}0  g  people  p  on  se  well  to  ew 
a    d  oflo  t.  of  tl  e     |  a  e  t         the 

Ihe  Ke|    bl  can  ]  hitfo  n 


,ndca{>able  wife 
:    Ethel  R.,  Ger- 
ind  Walter  Buri'. 
M     1  d  M 
tore  t  and    tl 
wa  d  th    affect 
le     bel  alf 
declarat 

I  od    ]   ett     tho  o  gl  Iv  tl  0  ]  ol  t  cal   dea     of  M 

I I  k  wl  o  I  a    eve     1    w     a         tell  ge  t       te  e 
a  d  /eal  fotle      ce       fl      (atadlal 
ate       town  Ipplt  totwte        lei 
filleltle    L.pon    ble  office  of    Tow     1   p  frea.  u 
fnd              of  lie  l>i  ecto-sof  tie  \oncnltn  ftl        1 
lloiticultTiial  Societies  of  the  connt.\. 


^I^UtBKUT  WALKER.  There  is  probably  no 
lb*!  family  in  Oceola  Township  better  known 
!*^  Al  for  integrity,  fair  dealing,  enteiprise  and 
^1^  intelligence  tiian  the  one  i-epresented  hy 
the  name  at  the  head  of  this  pai'agraph,  and  it  is 
one  of  thase  which  have  hel{}ed  to  make  Living- 
st<in  County  a  center  for  all  good  influences  anci 
a  county  which  is  known  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  en- 
terprising sections  of  Michigan. 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  X.  Y.. 
in  the  township  of  Manchester,  October  ;j.  18«2. 
He  is  a  son  of  Henson  and  Matilda  (Arnel) 
Walker,  both  natives  of  Maryland,  of  whom  our 
readers  will  l>e  pleased  Ih)  leani  more  in  the  lifi> 
sketch  of  their  sou,  Thomas  A.  Walker,  upon 
another  paj-e  of  tliis  Ai.nr.M.  Robert  is  the  sixth 
son  and  eighth  child  in  this  household,  and 
was  only  three  yeai-s  old  wiien  he  made  hi;- 
entrance  into  the  State  of  Micliigau  with  his 
parents.     Here  he  took  his  first  schooling  in  a  log 
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schoolhouse  in  Oceola  Township,  and  never  went   ; 
outside  the  bounds  of    this  township  fov  liis  edu-    ; 
cational  advantages,  yet  he  made  such  a  thorough    j 
application  of  what  he  here  learned  and  studied   i 
to  such  good  advantage  under  the  thorough  yet 
aomewhat  restiicted  drill  and   curriculum  of   the 
Oceola  schools  that  he  obtained  a  comprehensive 
and  common-sense   preparation   for  the  Ijattle  of 
life.     Ho  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  death    ! 
of  his  father,  assisting  him  in  every   way    in   his 


he  has  put  some  $1,500.  This  was  built  in  the 
place  of  the  one  that  was  burned  to  the  ground  in 
187L  He  is  deeply  interested  in  every  movement 
which  tends  to  secnre  the  best  interests  of  the 
farming  community,  and  with  this  end  in  view  he 
is  a  hearty  worker  in  the  Grange.  In  the  Baptist 
Church  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  most  highly, 
esteemed  and  prized  as  being  earnest  workers' 
whose  truly  Christian  spirit  makes  them  helpful  l<) 
all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 


name  of  her  who  became  the  companion  of  our 
subject,  Fidelia  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N,  T,,  January  31,  1832,  Her  parents, 
Enos  and  Laura  (Mason)  Cole,  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  she  was  the  first-born  of  their  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Cole  was  a  boat  , 
builder  in  his  younger  days,  but  finally  abandoned 
that  occupation  and  followed  farming.  He  came 
to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  loc'ated  in  Green  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  took  up 
land  from  the  Government  and  transformed  it 
into  an  improved  farm.  He  came  to  Oceola  Town- 
ship in  1850,  and  there  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
remained  until  tliey  passed  from  earth,  she  at  the  i 
age  of  forty-two  and  he  when  sixty-six  years  old.  ] 
Their  daughter,  Kdelia,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  our  subject  in  1852.  Her  youngest  brother, 
Arthur  Cole,  was  the  youngest  Probate  Judge  ever 
elected  m  the  county.     He  took  his  seat"  m  1885. 

For  awhile  after  their  mai-riage  the  young  couple 
remained  with  the  parents  of  the  bride  and  then 
purehased  the  farm  where  they  now  reside,  whioli 
is  the  old  Cole  homestead.  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  have  blessed  this  union:  I^^ura,  the  wife 
of  William  B,  Eager,  whose  biography  is  to  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  I,,yman,  who  mar- 
ried Hattie  McMillan  and  resides  in  Oak  Grove 
Township,  Livingston  County;  Mason,  who  mar- 
ried Jessie  Rumsey  and  resides  in  Howell  Town- 
ship; and  Thomas,  who  married  Etta  Hardy  and 
resides  with  her  parents. 

Besides  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  our  ; 
subject  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  land  j 
in  Howell  Township,  most  of  which  is  highly  cul-  j 
tivated.    Into   his  attractive  and  pleasant  home  | 


---^1— ^#©- 


JOHN  F.  .SALTMARSII.  The  gentleman 
whose  biograpliy  we  have  (he  pleasure  of 
here  presenting  has  probably  handled  more 
_^  land  in  Ingham  County  than  any  other 
man.  In  his  younger  days  he  did  an  extensive 
business  in  ti'ading  and  exchanging  farms;  he  has 
also  broken  up,  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  acres 
of  new  land,  having  bi-oke  over  six  hundred  acres 
by  contract.  He  was  iKjrn  in  London.  England, 
January  8,  182H.  His  father,  John  Saltmai-sh.  was 
a  merchant  and  green  grocer  in  the  world's  metro- 
polis and  continued  to  follow  tliat  business  until 
he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1838,  He  was 
prosperous  in  Europe  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
wai-s  in  1838,  when  his  business  suffered  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  come  to 
the  United  States  for  economic  reasons, 

Mr.  Saltmarsh,  Sr.  proceeded  almost  immediately 
to  Michigan  whicli  was  at  that  time  particularly 
conspicuous  because  of  its  recent  admission  to  the. 
Union  as  a  State.  He  fii-st  settled  in  Pontiac  but 
8|)eHt  the  year  in  prospecting  and  in  1839  came  to 
Meridian  Townsliip,  Ingham  County,  three  years 
after  Lansing  was  located.  He  purchased  on^i 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  farm  that  his  son 
at  the  present  time  owns  and  which  was  then  a 
dense  wildeniess.  He  was  one  of  the  flrat  settlei-s 
in  the  township.  Our  subject's  father  knew 
nothing  about  farming  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  he  was  determined  to  learn  and  when 
in  Pontiac,  after  he  had  located  his  land,  he  took 
a  job  of  chopping  twenty  acres  of  wood  in  order 
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that  Ii6  might  boetime  a  sfood  woodsman  and  he 
fuon  Irei'ami'  familial'  wiLh  the  different  pharie,-*  of 
pioneei'  life.  His  son  remembers  Imving  seen  him 
wime  home  from  T^an^ing  carrying  one-lialf  bushel 
of  Malt  on  his  liack.  Politically  lie  waf  flrst  a 
Democrat  and  then  liecame  «  liepuhlimn.  but 
finally  settled  down  fli-mly  in  hin  IX-motJi-atii- 
principles.  He  wae  Justice  of  the  P«ace  for  many 
^■ears  and  when  his  decease  owiiiTed  while  living 
in  Vii^inia,  May  12,  1H88,  his  lof*  as  a  citizen  was 
keenly  felt.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  prior 
lo  her  marriage  a  Miss  Mary  Foster,  a  sister'  of 
Charles  Foster  of  Okemos. 

ihi  t|ie  hi'eaking  out  of  the  war  llie  oiigiiial  of 
oui-  sketch  left  his  fai-m  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
acres  and  went  to  the  front.  He  enlisted  in  1861 
in  tlie  First  Michigan  Infantry  and  sei-ved  for  a 
period  of  three  yeai-s  and  sixty-five  days,  being  as- 
signed to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  in  many  a  hard-fought  battle  and  learned 
to  brave  shell,  shot  and  powder.  He  was  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  second  tiattle  of  Tt\ill  linn  and  was 
at  Antietam  and  Noutli  Mountain.  From  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  fai-ming  until  188(1 
and  then  went  to  A'irginia  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-flve  acres  in 
Surrey  County.  This  is  a  fine  fruit  district  and 
one  year  he  had  a  net  income  of  IH(H)  fioni  his 
pear  crop.  He  I'einained  in  Virginia  for  four  yeais 
and  still  owns  the  farm. 

Mr.  Kaltmarsli  was  married  six  yeai-s  after-  the 
war  to  Mrs.  Kllen  M.  Kuhn,  widow  of  Martin 
Kuhn,  of  Livingston  County.  Two  children  have 
been  l>orn  of  this  union— John  A.,  whose  natal 
day  was  Octolier  '24,  187(1  and  fSarali  L.,  bom 
February  2,  1872.  Both  are  at  home  with  their 
parenbit.  Our  subject  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to 
Virginia  l^odge,  No.  77.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
membei-s  of  the  Farmei-s'  Alliance.  In  their  chnreh 
a^ociations  they  are  memln'i-s  of  the  Methodist 
ICpiscopal  body  at  Okemos.  Politically  he  if  ah 
Independent,  usually  voting  the  Repulilican  ticket. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  rugged  and  strong 
man  both  mentally  and  physically.  He  never  had 
any  sickness  until  the  last  year  of  the  war  and  was 
considered  by  the  men  of  his  regiment  as  the  one 
who  could  endure  the  greatest  hardslii|)s.     In   in- 


telligence be  IS  far  in  advance  of  the  avemge 
farmer.  He  ha?  :i  natuml  aptitude  for  mechanical 
work  and  can  L'epair  any  machine  in  short  order. 
He  is  the  owner  of  a  tine  farm  of  five  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acies  in  Ingham  County,  most  of  which 
lies  in    Meridian  Township. 


^^1  J.  TOWNLKY.   is  the  owner  of  a  tine  farm 
^fPl     lo™t6<'    i"    Hartland    Township,    Living- 
1'  '^    ston  County.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York 
i^  having  ijeen   l>oni   in    Tompkins  County, 

July  27,  1825.  Oue  subject  is  one  of  the  pioneei's. 
however,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  having  come 
hei-e  with  his  parent*"  in  I8.'(t).  From  that  time  to 
this,  he  has  seen  the  phenomenal  growth  in  popu- 
lation and  improvement  in  every  aspect  of  life. 
There  are  now  large  and  l>eautiful  cities  on  the 
liordeis  of  streams  that  were  formerly  but  a  place 
where  the  deer  cami 
country  that  then  li 


to   quench  their  thii'st.     The 
tld  only  malai'ia  and  ague  for 


irly  settlers,  is  now  di'ained  and  irrigated  si 


e  time  healthful   and  n  pr'olifii- 


Benjamin  Townley,  a 

was  one  of  the  men 

812,   hence  to   him 


that  it  is  at  the  i 
agricultural  region. 

Our  subject's  father  i 
native  of  N'ew  Jersey,  He 
who  served  in  the  War  of 
all  honor  is  due  as  being  one  to  sacrifice  home 
comforts  and  to  run  the  chances  of  war  for  tiie 
preservation  of  the  dignity  and  unquesiohed 
rights  of  his  countiy.  He  was  a  shoemaker  hy 
tiade  and  was  the  proprietor  of  a  large  manufact- 
uring business  in  Tompkins  County,  keeping  busy 
from  thirty  to  forty  hands  in  his  shop  at  that 
place.  His  manufactures  wei-e  shipped  to  New 
York  City  once  a  week,  and  at  that  day  it  was  i^oii- 
sideR'd  a  very  large  institution.  He  carried  on  the 
business  as  long  as  he  i-emained  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  but,  like  many  othci-s,  when  the  report." 
of  the  wonderful  fertility  and  riches  in  timber 
lands  and  ores  wei-e  brought  to  the  Empire  State, 
he  saw  by  vision  large  opportunities  forhissons  in 
the  future  of  that  Stat«  and  here  came  in  1836, 


,  Google 


l-ORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


settling  in  Ilai-tlaiid  Township,  Livingston  (.'onnt.v, 
at  which  time  he  looted  on  section  H. 

At  the  time  of  locating  in  this  State,  Mr.  Town- 
ley'y,  >Sr.,  farm  wan  a  [lerfec't  wilderne(*s.  Tall 
trees  lowered  overhead,  and  the  spaces  lietweeii 
were  a  tangle  of  nhrubs  and  vines  ttii-ougli  which 
■«udded  mbbita,  while  fiom  the  limlia  of  the  over- 
towering  trees  sci'eeched  owls  and  wildcata,  and 
to  the  neighboring  lirook  eame  the  mild  eyed, 
lieet-linibed  deer.  Tltey  secured  the  land  directly 
from  the  Government,  cleaivd  a  place  in  the  mid^t 
of  the  forest  and  with  the  ti-ees  that  they  thus 
felled,  built  a  log  house,  not  imposing  in  style  of 
architec-ture  or  finish,  but  --tiU  a  home  in  the  new 
country.  They  were  obliged  to  makeiiian>  make- 
fhifte  in  erecting  even  tliif  bumble  altodc.  The 
imly  way  of  procuring  nhinglc-  wa.'  to  make  tliem 
as  best  they  could,  by  hand,  and  tools  were  neither 
plentiful  nor  easily  accessible.  Undaunted  by  the 
many  inconvenience*  that  they  had  to  put  up 
with,  they  bent  every  energy  toward  improving 
their  place  and  succeeded  in  making  it  very  home- 
like and  comfortable.  All  tlic  commodities  of 
life  that  they  i-oiild  not  raise  on  their  own  farm 
had  to  l»e  purcliai^ed  at  Detroit,  but  the  younger 
members  of  tlie  family  considered  it  an  event  to 
he  l<x)ked  forward  to  witli  delightful  anticipation, 
to  go  to  town  on  hoiineback,  even  though  they  had 
to  ciome  back  laden  to  the  point  of  stifling,  with 
meal  bags,  and  the  iiumei-ous  [jaekages  that  would 
bring  delight  to  the  family  at  home,  simply  h^^cause 
they  came  from  a  stoi'c. 

Mr.  Townley,  Sr..  died  on  his  farm  in  Living- 
ston t'ounty  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  In 
politics  he  was  an  old  line  Deraocmt.  n  follower 
of  Clay  and  (lalhonn.  His  wife  was  before  mar- 
riage a  Miss  Ketsy  lieeves,  one  of  the  g<K(d  old 
names  of  New  -lerscy  fame.  !She  was  the  life-long 
companion  and  heli>er  of  her  husband,  and  like 
him,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  yeai-s.  They 
reared  a  large  family  of  children,  nine  in  number, 
having  two  daughtei's  and  seven  sons.  Of  these 
our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth  and 
the  third  son. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  wa-i  only  eleven 
years  old  when  with  his  parents  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  the  writer  can  imagine  with  what  delight 


lie  viewed  the  wilderness  with  boyish  eyes,  it  being 
filled  with  all  kinds  of  large  and  small  game.  His 
young  mind  had  no  thought  of  the  toil  that  was 
was  necessary  to  transform  that  tangled  mass  of 
beauty  into  the  orderly  appearance  of  civilized 
life.  Indeed,  what  to  him  were  long  days  spent 
in  hoeing  the  cornfield  or  in  building  rail  fences, 
or  in  chopping  wood  to  lie  used  in  the  winter  in 
the  great  fireplace,  when  there  was  a  pioapeet  be- 
fore him  of  days  of  coon  hunting,  or  a  swim  after 
a  hard  day's  work  in  tlie  pools  oi'  the  streams  that 
lie  alone  knew.  Wei'e  there  no  pleasuj-es  in  those 
earlj  days?  a»k  the  Itoys  of  those  days  as  Holmes 
affectionately  calls  the  a^^iociates  of  his  school  days, 
even  after  they  weie  matured  and  gray  headed 
men.  Our  subject's  fli-st  school  days  nej-e  spent  in 
New  York,  but  after  coming  to  this  State,  he  at- 
tended the  school  held  in  the  log  schoolhousi- 
which  the  settlti-s  made  all  haste  to  erect,  and  for 
which  they  obtainetJ  a  teachei'  in  llarthind  Town- 
ship, and  although,  perhaps, he  wa8uot"ci'ammed" 
with  the  scienc*)s  and  classi<»  as  are  oiu"  collegiann 
of  to-day,  he  there  obtained  a  good  knowledge 
i  of  Knglish.  and  was  well  drilled  in  tlie  liule  of 
Thiee. 

Our  subject  remained  under  his  fntliei'>  roof  un- 
til after  liis  death,  taking  care  of  the  old  gentle- 
man during  liis  lust  sickness.  He  was  married  No- 
vember 22.  18r>I,  his  bride  being  Mary  E.  Wiswold, 
who  like  himself  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
having  lieen  born  in  Chemung  County,  April  13, 
1  H'i-Z.  She  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  second  daughter.  She  came  to  tins  State 
witli  her  i>arents  wlien  four  years  of  age  but  when 
a  young  girl  was  by  them  sent  bai-k  to  New  York 
to  be  educated,  making  her  home  while  there  with 
her  mother's  sistei'.  In  1H47  she  returned  to  this 
State  and  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  until  her  mar- 

On  taking  to  himself  a  wife.   Mr.  Townley    hi- 
cated  where  he  still    resides.     He    has  made  many 
impr()vements   on    the    place.     Neat    fences  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  rail   fences.     A  fine  or- 
chard has  been  planted  that  yields  an   abundance 
■    of  luscious  fruit,  and  shade  trees  of  various  kinds 
i   and  having  a  l)eautiful  variety  of  color,  have  been 
j  planted  in  symmetrical   and   artistic  ()rder.     Mr, 
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and  Mra.  Townley  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  the 
elder  who  bears  the  unusual  name  of  Kress,  was 
born  in  this  townsliip  and  county,  .January  24, 
1856.  He  was  here  educated  and  became  popular 
and  well-known  among  the  people  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  1888,  he  was  elected  Treasnrer  and  in 
1890  nad  1891  was  given  the  position  of  Super- 
visor. He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  prefer- 
ences. He  is  still  on  the  bachelor  list,  but  is  too 
eligible  to  long  remain  so.  The  second  son  is 
Wells  G.,  born  on  the  old  homestead,  as  was  his 
brother,  in  Hartland  Township,  Livingston  County, 
October  24,  186S,  He  was  reared  at  home  and  is 
an  intelligent  and  interesting  young  man. 

Our  subject's  farm  comprises  two  hundi-ed  and 
fifty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  Here  he  is  en- 
gaged in  doing  a  general  farming  business.  He 
has  some  very  fine  grades  of -horses  in  whose  breed- 
ing he  is  particularly  interested.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference. 
He  has  been  elected  to  several  local  offlces,  having 
served  as  Road  Commissioner,  and  in  other  school 
ortiees.  His  farm  boasts  a  natural  advantage  en- 
joyed by  but  few  agriculturists.  There  are  two 
flowing  wells  sixty  feet  deep  upon  the  place  and 
fi-om  them  he  watei-s  the  place  with  cool  and  liv- 
ing streams. 


>^^^^m-^^m^^^^< 


riL,  ON.  THOMPSON  GRIMES.  Among  the 
ifjjl  prominent  and  repi-esentative  men  of  Pinck- 
:l^^  ney,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  who, 
^^'  while  of  Eastern  birth,  have  made  them- 
selves thoroughly  Western  men  in  their  interest, 
influence  and  lifework,  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
the  miller  and  farmer,  whose  names  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  short  sketcJi.  He  was  born  November 
10,  I8;i4.  in  Cortland  County,  N,  V.  His  father 
being  James  Grimes  and  his  mother  Elizabeth 
Whitney,  natives  of  New  York  in  which  State  they 
made  their  home  through  life. 

The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  also 
had  the  trade  of  a  millwright.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  took  trart  in  that  conflict,  but  did  not  re- 


ceive any  wound  therein.  They  were  blest  with  a 
family  of  nine  children,  Ave  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. By  the  death  of  his  mother  our  subject  was 
left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  eight  years  and  from 
that  time  on  felt  that  he  must  take  care  of  himself. 
He  picked  up  what  education  he  could  and  making 
his  home  with  a  married  sister  worked  out  by  the 
month  and  also  learned  the  valuable  trade  of  car- 
riagemaker. 

The  young  man  came  to  Michigan  in  1847, 
making  his  first  stopping  place  in  Waterloo  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  where  he  contracted  the 
fever  and  ague.  Six  months  later  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingston County  and  for  two  years  worked  at  his 
ti-ade  in  Pinckney.  After  five  years'  service  with 
an  employer  he  bought  out  the  business  and  car- 
ried it  on  for  a  number  of  yeai-s.  He  iinally  sold 
out  his  interest  in  this  line  and  entered  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  father-in-law,  in  which  he 
continued  for  some  time  and  after  dissolving  that 
connection  he  operated  a  farm  until  two  years 
ago.  He  then  bought  an  interest  in  the  flouring 
mill  known  as  the  Pinckney  Flouring  and  Custom 

This  ttouiTShing  mill  hiu"  a  capacity  of  seventy- 
five  barrels  per  day  and  Mr.  Grimes  and  his  pai^t- 
ner,  Mr.  Mann,  have  built  up  an  excellent  trade  so 
that  the  mill  is  kept  running  the  year  round.  It 
is  fitted  for  water  power  bnt  also  has  a  fifty-horse- 
power engine  so  that  steam  can  be  used  in  emerg- 
encies. Four  men  are  constantly  employed  to 
keep  the  mill  in  operation  and  the  market  for  its 
product  is  lively  all  along  the  Air  Line  &  Grand 
Trunk  Railroads,  between  Jackson,  Detroit  and 
Port  Huron.  'ITie  firm  also  shi])s  to  points  outside 
of  Michigan, 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Grimes  took  place  New 
Year's  Day,  1850,  and  ho  was  then  united  with 
Miss  Emily  M.  Mann,  an  accomplished  and  intelli- 
gent lady,  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Lucy  (Whittle- 
sey) Mann.  Mr.  Mann  was  a  native  of  New  York 
and  became  a  pioneer  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  as 
he  came  here  among  the  early  settlers  and  in  his 
day  was  a  prominent  business  man  in  Pinckney, 
taking  an  earnest  interest  in  politics  and  concern- 
ing himself  for  the  welfare  of  the  Republican 
party.     To  him  and  his  good  wife  were  born  eight 
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children,  tlii-oe  of  whom  ai*  now  living.  Since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Mann  his  wife  has  continued 
to  niHke  lier  home  in  this  villas;e,  Tlieir  daiighwr 
Mrs.  (irimes,  was  Iwjrn  in  New  Yoi-k  April  ITi, 
1833. 

The  hand  of  Providence  \ia»  denied  childi-en  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (-Irimes  but  they  have  not  l)een  eon- 
tent  to  live  without  little  ones  in  their  home  and 
have  i-eai-ed  some  three  or  four  children,  in  whom 
they  lake  a  tender  interest  and  for  whom  they  have 
provided.  Mr.  (irimes  has  been  a  member-  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  also  of  the  Good  Temp- 
lars as  well  as  the  Masonic  order.  Political  mat- 
ters have  ever  interost«<1  his  mind,  as  he  was  in 
youth  a  Democrat,  hut  since  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  paity  he  has  affliliat«d  with  that 
line  of  political  thoujilit.  Altliough  the  township 
has  always  been  J>emocratic,  yet  this  gentleman's 
personal  po|)ularity  has  been  such  as  to  place  him 
several  timed  in  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility. 
For  several  years  lie  has  served  as  .Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  his  incnmbency  of  that  office  has  tended 
to  the  promotion  of  peai*  and  goodwill  amon^  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  lias  also  l>een  placed  in  the 
position  of  Townshi])  Clerk,  whci-e  his  rocoi-d  van 
most  excellent. 

The  bi-oadcr  experience  of  .Mr.  Grimes  is  U)  lie 
foiind  in  his  work  in  the  State  IjCgislaturc,  to 
which  he  was  elected  and  where  he  served  in 
1879-8(1.  lie  was  a  personal  friend  of  the  lion. 
Zach  Cliandler  and  helped  to  elect  that  gentleman 
to  his  last  term  in  the  liiited  States  Senate.  His 
handsome  farm  adjoining  the  village  of  Pinckne.v 
comprises  ninety-five  aei'es,  all  of  which  is  under 
cultivation  and  upon  it  lie  has  himself  placed  ex- 
cellent improvements,  lie  also  has  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land  in  Unadilla  Township,  to  nil  of 
which  he  devotes  considerable  time,  ))esides  super- 
intending the  operations  of  the  mill. 

Mr.  Grimes  started  out  for  himself  as  a  child 
without  means  and  with  no  one  to  hell)  limi  s"*! 
has  made  an  honorable  record  and  has  gained  suc- 
cess in  life  besides  being  of  great  service  U.y  his 
fellow -citizens.  For  many  yeai-s  he  has  l>een  ujTOn 
the  Village  School  Board  and  besides  prepaiing 
and  presenting  to  the  legislature  Mie  bill  iucorp- 
(n-ating  the  village  of  Pinckney  be    was   fur   three   ^ 


yeai's  tlie  President  of  tlie  Village  Board  and  is  at 
pi-esent  filling  tlie  same  oiHcc.  He  has  lieen  Trea- 
surer of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  Masonic  order  and 
has  alM.)  filled  the  same  posititm  in  Pinckney 
('ha|)ter. 


--^^^[K^'^i^^" 


LMKI{  E,  CliANSTON.  Among  tlie  nieji 
to  whom  the  t-ownship  of  Tyixme,  Living- 
ston t'ounty,  owes  much  of  its  prosperity 
as  an  agricultural  center  is  the  one  whose  name  is 
now  given.  He  was  bom  in  this  township,  August 
28,  ISe."),  and  is  a  won  of  David  ().  niid  Siuah 
(Beebe)  Cranston.  The  grandfather,  Eli  t'raTiston, 
was  a  farmer,  and  l>8vid  was  reared  ufiou  a  farm 
neai'  Kingston,  N.  V.,  and  l)ecame  a  very  suceess- 
fid  farmer,  having  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts 
a  handsome  fortune  ajid  an  estate  of  over  four 
hnnd]'e<l  acres.  His  home  farm  In  the  western 
j.iart  of  Tyrone  Township  is  one  of  the  richest  and 
best  improved  in  the  county.  He  was  always  a 
I)emt*i-at  in  his  political  views  and  was  placed  by 
his  neighliors  in  various  lo<'fll  office*.  He  reared 
to  maturity  two  of  his  four  children — onr  subject 
and  T'essie  A.,  wh.i  became  the  wifi-  of  Pierce 
.Slicker. 

The  motlier  of  oin'  subject  was  bom  in  Living- 
st<in  County.  N.  Y.,  September  12,  1838,  being  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sarah  ((llark)  Beebe.  Mr. 
Beebe  was  born  in  1816,  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  wife  wasa  native  of  {-lenesee  Ciounty. 
To  them  were  gi'anted  twelve  children,  only  Ave 
of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  viz:  Sarah 
B.;  Ileuiy  S,.  *ho  died  in  Libby  Piison;  Mailha 
Buck;  Nancy  and  Amos,  deceased.  The  father 
of  this  family  i-emoved  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Michigau,  where  he  made 
his  home  in  (!)sceola  and  in  other  localities,  but 
finally  spent  his  last  days  in  Fenton,  where  he  died 
about  the  year  1862.  His  widow  survived  him 
until  August,  18311. 

Our  worthy  sultjecl.  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  the  farm  and  studied  in  the  distiict 
school, supplementing  that  course  by  nHigh  School 
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education.  Upon  attaining  Lis  majoiity  he  began 
life  for  lii;raself  upon  two  hundred  ucres  of  land 
situated  on  section  21,  Tyrone  Township.  It  was 
in  April,  1888,  tliat  he  bouglit  one  hundred  acres 
where  he  now  resides  on  section  22,  and  lie  lias 
here  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  productive 
farms  in  the  township, 

Sarah  Page,  a  native  of  Lyons  Township,  Oalt- 
land  County,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Fan- 
nie (Meade)  Page,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
March  11,  1885.  In  his  early  cai-eer  Mr.  Page  was 
»  substantial  farmer  and  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
his  township.  He  now  manages  an  hot«l  at  Argen- 
tine, Mich.,  and  has  an  honorable  war  record,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  ranks  and  risen  to  the  position 
of  a  Lieutenant,  By  his  fii'st  wife,  who  was  the 
motiier  of  Mrs.  Cranston,  be  had  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  The  two  children  of  our  subject 
and  his  faithful  wife  ai*  Elsie  L.  and  David  O.. 
and  to  these  little  onea  are  given  faithful  and  af- 
fectionate care  and  training,  and  the  fond  parents 
may  well  cherish  the  hope  that  they  will  grow  up 
to  be  of  value  to  the  community  and  an  honor  to 
their  progenitors. 


|SAAC  T.  WRIGHT.  In  every  community 
ijl  there  are  some  good  men  and  women  with 
,li  whom  every  one  claims  relationship  through 
the  bonds  of  affection,  and  we  find  no  couple  in 
Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  who  are 
more  beloved,  and  who  seem  to  be  nearer  in  the 
bonds  of  sympathy  to  their  neighboi-s  than  "Uncle 
Wright  and  Aunt  Harriet,"  as  our  Subject  and  bis 
good  wife  are  universally  called.  To  them  all 
know  that  they  may  come  sure  of  a  cordial  greet- 
ing and  a  kindly  word,  and  confident  that  when 
the  time  of  trouble  or  of  special  joy  di-aws  near 
the  sympathy  of  these  good  friends  will  be  theirs. 
The  farm  of  our  subject  is  situated  on  sections 
26  and  27,  yandy  Township,  and  comprises  an 
extent  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  upon  which 
Mr.  Wright  has  lived  now  for  some  twenty-three 
years,  and  which  be  baa  greatly  improved,  He  was 


bom  in  Greene  County,  N.Y.,  November  29, 1812, 
and  lias  now  nearly  reached  his  four-score  years. 
His  itarents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Houk)  Wright, 
were  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  were  there 
united  in  marriage.  They  carried  on  a  farai  in 
Greene  County,  that  State,  before  coming  to  Mich- 
igan in  1838.  The  Western  home  was  in  Iosco 
Township,  where  they  carried  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  and  upon  this  old 
homestead  they  reared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  there  spent  their  later  years.  Two  only 
of  their  offspring  are  still  in  this  life — our  subject 
and  his  sister,  Lucy,  Mrs.  Acker,  of  Woodhull, 
Shiawassee  County.  The  father  was  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  views  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  in  his  church  connections  was 
a  Methodist.  Ills  fatlier's  name  was  William  and 
his  mother  was  a  Miss  Lyon,  both  being  natives  of 
New  York.  William  Wright  was  a  soldier  in  tiie 
Revolutionary  War  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
British, 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  his  education 
and  practical  training  upon  bis  father's  farms  in 
Onondaga  and  Greene  Counties,  N.  Y,,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  at  which  time  the  father  divided 
the  property  with  liim,  and  Isaac  sold  his  portion 
and  came  to  Iosco  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  purcliased  eighty  acres  of  land  for  JI200,  It 
was  ail  timber  land,  and  after  cleai-ing  off  the 
trees  he  exchanged  it  for  another  tract  in  the 
same  township,  and  later  came  to  the  place  where 
he  now  lives.  He  has  chopped  trees  since  he  was 
nineteen  years  old  until  within  a  few  yeare  of  the 
present  date. 

In  1835  Isaac  T.  Wright  took  to  wife  Miss  Har- 
riet Terry,  who  was  bom  in  1815,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  New  York,  preparing  herself  for  a  teacher, 
and  filling  that  position  for  a  number  of  years. 
Her  parents,  Norman  and  Sarah  (Works)  Teny, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  and 
Mm.  Terry  bad  a  family  of  four  childrren,  but 
only  one  besides  Mrs.  Wright  survives,  namely: 
Sarah  A.  Smith,  of  Bath,  Mich. 

Isaac  Wright  had  four  children  in  all;  his  son 
George  married  Arimantha  King  and  has  one 
child  living,  Bessie;  they  have  lost  three.     They 
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live  upon  the  old  homcgtead  in  Iosco  Township. 
His  son,  Thomas  (i.,  who  has  now  departed  this 
life,  leaving  seven  orphan  children,  married  Sai-ah 
L&mreux,  who  died,  leaving  four  chlldi-en — Isaac, 
Mih),  Mary  and  Thomas  J.;  and  his  second  wife, 
Rosella  Crowfoot,  who  is  also  deceased,  left  three 
— Sarah  E,,  Harriet  E,,  and  Floyd  O. 

The  offlce  of  Roadmaster  has  been  filled — and 
well  filled — by  our  sitbject,  and  he  has  also  been 
Commissioner  of  Highways.  Both  he  and  his 
good  wife  are  earnest  and  useful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  lias  served 
as  both  Steward  and  Class-Leader.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  this  religious  body  since  his  eighteenth 
;iear,  and  Mrs.  Wright  has  also  been  connected 
with  the  chureh  since  she  was  seventeen.  In  the 
early  days  of  his  residence  in  this  county  he  had 
to  go  to  Dexter  to  market  and  mill,  which  was  a 
journey  of  twenty-flve  miles  to  be  taken  over  the 
roughest  kind  of  loads.  In  hii  days  he  killed  a 
great  many  deer  and  is  the  only  man  in  this 
county  who  ever  shot  a  white  deer.  In  those  days 
everything  in  the  line  of  grain  and  food  was 
scarce  and  expensive,  as  they  had  to  be  broiip;lit 
by  team  from  so  great  a  distance.  For  liis  first 
two  barrels  of  flour  he  paid  $36,  and  for  his  flr^t 
barrel  of  salt  he  was  obliged  to  expend  %i.  He  is 
still  a  to.ll  man,  measuring  six  feet  in  height, 
and  when  a  young  man  weighed  two  hundi'ed 
pounds.  He  is  a  constant  worker  and  his  facul- 
ties are  yet  undimmed  by  age,  and  it  is  the  praj  ei 
of  all  who  know  him  and  his  good  wife  that  they 
may  long  be  .-•pared  to  shed  abniad  their  benefiui'iit 
influence. 


yipi!)  DMUND  ALLCIHN.  The  County  of  Kent, 
fe  England,  is  the  place  of  nativity  of  the 
/I'— ^  gentleman  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 
opposite  page  and  whose  biography  we  here  briefly 
record,  Moi'e  than  three-quartei-s  of  a  century 
have  passed  since  he  made  his  appearance  in  the 
world,  his  natnl  day  being  February  25, 1815.  He 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Mercy  (Hawkins)  Allchin, 


his  parents  both  being  natives  of  Kngland.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  tlie  pay  schools  of  his  native 
land.  He  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a 
pi'ogressive  Englishman,  however,  had  he  not  taken 
advantage  of  the  desultory  coui-se  of  study  that 
he  enjoyed  to  make  experimental  discoveries  for 
himself  in  literature  and  the  sciences,  and  by  his 
self-imposed  curriculum  has  acquired  a  position 
which   i-anks  him  as  an  intelligent  and  well-read 

In  1831  when  ouv  subject  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  witli  an  elder  brother,  William,  emigi-ated 
to  America,  taking  i>a8sage  at  London  in  a  sailing 
vessel  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  extending  over 
seven  weeks  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  resided  for  a  short  time.  From  there  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Monroe  County,  N,  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  period.  In  1837  when  the  subject  of 
the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State  was  being 
agitated,  our  subject  canie  to  Ingham  County,  lo- 
cating fli-st  on  section  33,  I>eroy  Township,  In 
order  to  penetrate  to  the  land  which  they  had 
taken  up  they  were  obliged  to  cut  away  the  timber 
for  a  distance  of  six  miles. 

thi  reaching  their  tract  our  subject  cleared  fifty 
acres  of  land  and  there  he  built  the  first  frame 
barn  in  l^eroy  Township.  He  resided  upon  this 
ti-act  for  six  yeai-s,  thence  removing  to  White  Oak 
Township  where  he  staid  for  several  years.  In 
1847  he  settled  on  his  pi-esent  farm  which  is  located 
on  section  23.  I.*roy  Township.  At  the  time  of 
his  purchase  about  twenty  acres  hadlwen  improved 
and  tlie  balance  he  has  cleared,  broken  and  culti- 
vated himself.  On  his  advent  into  the  country 
Indians  and  wolves  weif  a  more  frequent  sight 
than  the  face  of  a  white  man  and  octrasioually  a 
bear  waji  seen.  He  is  now  tlie  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land. 

In  1835  -Mr.  Allchin  was  united  in  mariiage 
to  Miss  Ann  C.  Angell,  who  bore  him  eleven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living;  they  are  by 
name  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Anan  H.,  Levi  S,,  Es- 
ther, Anna  and  Arloa.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
.Ituiies  Jloiii-oe;  Esther  married  Alpheiis  Bixby; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  William  Marsli;  Arloa  mari-jed 
A.  H.  Llbbie. 
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Mrs.  Ann  C.  Allchin  died  in  1888,  Our  subject 
three  years  later  was  a  second  time  married,  his 
bride  being  Mrs,  Mary  C  Sowle,  the  widow  of  EH 
h.  (Sowle,  of  Livingston  County,  Mich.  Their 
nuptials  were  solemnized  October  20,  1890.  Mrs. 
Allchin  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  bom  November  5, 1829.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Karah  Birch,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  Mr.  Allchin  lias  served  in  a  public 
(capacity  for  a  long  time,  having  been  School  Di- 
rector and  Assessor  of  his  school  district,  High- 
way Commissioner  and  also  Jnstic-e  of  the  Peace. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  active  representatives  of 
pioneer  days  in  Leroy  Township  and  can  recall 
many  incidents  of  pioneer  adventure.  He  was 
formerly  a  Whig,  but  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
party  became  a  Republican.  Now,  however,  he 
votes  with  the  Prohibitionists. 

Having  passed  his  days  in  the  hardest  labor  of 
pioneer  life,  Mr.  Allchin  is  now  enjoying  the 
knowledge  that  his  early  efforts  have  given  liim  a 
comfortable  support  for  his  declining  years.  He 
rests  content  in  the  knowledge  of  a  life  well  spent. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Chnreli  for 
over  half  a  century  and  was  the  prime  mover  and 
main  supporter  in  the  building  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Webberville,  Tngham  Conntv. 


y>  J.  MILLS,  M.  D,,  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  August  1,  1830,  and  is  a 
_,  „  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Dicker- 
son)  Milts,  natives  of  Albany  and  Scliolmrie  Coun- 
ties, N.  Y.  Our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer, 
that  being  his  parent's  occupation  in  life.  While 
he  was  still  a  small  child  they  removed  to  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  about  the  year  of  1833,  wliei-e  the 
father  engaged  in  fanning  and  at  his  trade  as  a 
millwright,  in  1J*4.")  thcv  j'einoved  to  Washtenaw 
County,  i,yndon  Tow(i.".bi|i.  There  Mr.  Mtlb 
Sr.,  purchased  some  land  and  remained  for  a  per- 
iod of  two  jears.  In  18-18  he  removed  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  settled  in  the  township  of 


Conway,  whei-e  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  clear- 
ing up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

On  first  settling  on  the  ti-act  of  land  above  men- 
tioned Mr.  Mills,  Sr.,  built  a  log  house,  18x24  feet 
in  dimensions.  He  was  also  obliged  to  cut  out  his 
own  i-oads  and  hew  down  the  timber,  the  nearest 
neighbor  being  at  a  distance  of  tliree-quartors  of  a 
mile  from  him  and  no  roJid  between  the  places.  It 
was  fifteen  miles  to  Howell,  but,  although  the  dis- 
advantages were  many  there  is  something  to  be 
said  on  tlie  other  side.  Game  was  plentiful  and 
in  the  early  days  of  their  struggle  in  the  State 
doubtless  they  would  many  times  have  gone  hun- 
gry had  deer,  rabbits  and  squirrels  not  been  so 
plentiful.  The  nearest  school  was  two  miles  from 
where  our  subject's  parents  lived  and  at  best  was 
but  a  crude  affair,  the  rod  [ilaying  an  important 
part  in  school  discipline.  In  pioneer  fashion  our 
subject  was  not  to  be  put  out  by  such  small  con- 
sideration, but  immediately  set  aliout  making  a 
road  to  the  school.  The  nearest  church  was  at 
Howell. 

Mr,  Mills  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow-pioneers  and  was  honored  by  many  town- 
ship offices.  He  held  that  most  important  office — 
School  Director  and  Trustee — for  a  number  of 
yeai-s.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church.  He  was  a  Whig  in 
early  years  and  later  became  a  Republican.  When 
death  took  him  from  amidst  his  associates  he  was 
greatly  missed.  His  wife  is  now  a  resident  of 
Howell,  living  there  with  her  son,  W.  J,  She  is 
eighty-five  years  of  age  and  still  retains  her  facul- 
ties very  well.  She  has  been  the  mother  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  eld- 
est is  Mi's.  Hannah  Tucker  of  Conway,  l^ivingston 
County;  Wesley  J.,  who  i"  our  subject,  and  Mrs. 
Dalinda  J.  nitclicock;  the  husband  of  the  last 
named  lady  died  in  Libby  prison  a  victim  of  the 
cruelty  and  rapacity  of  the  Confederate  soldiers. 
Mrs,  Hitchcock  is  now  a  resident  of  Howell. 

Dr.  W.  .1.  Mills  when  n  lad  attended  school  in  a 
log  stihoolliouse  with  benches  made  of  split  trees. 
Indeed,  the  whole  school  outfit  was  as  crude  as 
well  as  could  lie  imagined  at  the  present  time.  He 
was  obliged  to  go  two  miles  through  the  woods  in 
order  to  reach  the  schoolhoi,ise,  and  under  these 
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diaad vantages  lie  acquired  a  knowledge  ot  the 
three  R'e.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  helping  his  father  clear 
and  improMC  the  farm.  He  then  learned  the  coop- 
er's ti-ade  and  was  engaged  in  that  business  in 
Conway,  Livingston  County,  for  eight  years. 
While  engaged  in  this  calling  he  pursued  a  course 
of  medical  study,  taking  up  the  Eclectic  system, 
and  in  order  tliat  he  might  have  time  for  study  and 
appliances  to  use,  the  greatest  self  abnegation  was 
j'equired.  Later  he  studied  the  Homeopathic  sys- 
tem, reading  with  Dr.  E.  J.  Bates,  of  Fowlei-ville, 
this  county,  and  during  the  years  of  1863-64  at- 
tended lectures  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  finally  gradu- 
ating at  the  Detroit  Medical  College  in  1864.  He 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  company 
with  Di'.  Huntington  of  Howell,  the  gentlemen 
continuing  as  partners  for  two  and  one  half 
years. 

For  the  past  twenty-seven  years  the  original  of 
our  sketch  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and 
popular  practitioners  in  Howell.  He  has  been  suc- 
ceasful  also  in  a  financial  way  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  brick  block  on  Main  Street  oppo- 
site the  court  house.  It  comprises  four  stores  with 
offices  in  the  second  story.  He  also  erected  four 
fine  houses  in  the  city,  thi-ee  of  which  he  has  sold 
at  a  very  fair  profit.  The  Doctor's  residence  ison 
the  comer  of  State  and  Summit  Sti-eets  and  is  a 
large  house,  24x60  feet  in  dimensions  with  a  fine 
bara  and  outbuildings.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  vel- 
vety lawn  and  rare  and  beautiful  shade  trees.  Dr. 
Mills'  religious  views  are  those  of  the  Seventh  1 
Day  Adventists;  being  an  ardent  upholder  of  their 
theories  and  practice.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
the  Publishing  Association,  presided  over  by  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  and  which  is  located  at  ; 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Profiting  by  the  Scriptural  assertion  that  il  is 
not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  our  subject  was 
married  September  1,  1856,  his  bride  being  Mi'^ 
Adeline  I.  Hatch,  of  Allegany  County,  N.  \  She 
is  a  daughter  of  H.  S.  and  Maria  (Iloyt)  Hitch 
Tlie  home  and  social  life  is  such  as  to  promote  the 
growth  of  the  best  traits  of  the  individuil  iinl 
family  character,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  the  pi- 
1'Onte  of  one   daughter,  Carrie  E.   Mills,  who  at-  j 


tended  the  Ypsilantl  State  Normal  School  after 
which  she  entered  the  college  at  Battle  Creek. 
Miss  Carrie  has  been  engaged  as  teacher  since  she 
was  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  was  State  Secretary 
of  the  International  Tract  and  Missionary  Society 
and  was  sent  to  Texas  and  Washington  Territory 
in  behalf  of  this  association.  She  was  also  in  Port- 
land, Ore.,  and  while  there  was  preceptor  of  the 
Adventists  School  for  four  veal's.  Our  subject's 
wife,  Mi-s.  Adeline  Mills,  died  April  1>),  1865.  By 
a  second  marriage  he  was  united  to  Mrs.  Annie  M. 
Katlibun,  of  Highland,  Oakland  County,  Midi. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bush  of  the  same 
place.  One  daughter,  Adeline  L,  was  the  fruit  of 
this  union.  She  is  a  bright  and  handsome  young 
lady,  now  attending  college  at  Battle  Creek,  this 
State.  Mrs,  Mills  passed  away  from  this  life  to  a 
better  world  November  11,  1890. 

Onr  subject  ia  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  this  county.  In  polities  he  is  a  rank 
Prohibitionist  and  has  been  such  since  1882,  al- 
though foi-merly  he  aifiliated  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  belongs  to  the  HomenpathicStateMed-. 
ical  Society  and  has  been  so  connected  for  yeare 
pa^t.  He  is  one  of  the  membera  of  the  Board  of 
CetiHUi  and  also  belongs  to  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee. In  1887  he  suffered  a  liackset  in  his  business 
by  being  burnt  out,  but  immediately  set  about  re- 
building. He  belongs  to  the  Livingston  County 
Pioneer  Society  and  i^  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  county,  giving  lilwrally  for  all  measures  that 
promise  improvement  and  taking  a  deep  intei'est  in 
matters  that  }iertiiin  to  county -or  State. 


ft_  E\I\X  PRESTON.  The  representative  of 
IjjjJ  Tfaiuily  thathasbeen  notable  in  the  annals 
J^^^  of  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  and  Michigan 
t,^  oui  subject  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
bucolic  life  on  his  fine  farm  in  Williainston  Town- 
ship Ingham  County,  He  is  the  son  of  Ira  S.  Pres- 
ton a  nitnt  of  New  York  who  was  there  married 
to  MiBS  Chloe  Buck,  wiio  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
She  was   a    daughter    of    Jonathan    Buck,    who 
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lived  and  died  in  the  latter  Statfi  The  fatliei 
of  Ira  Pieston  and  also  the  gi-andfather  of 
our  subject  was  David  Preston  who  di'itinguished 
him?(4f  as  a  Continental  soldier  in  the  Revolution 
ary  War,  wlule  his  brotliei'  was  vn  the  opposing 
side. 

(Jur  subject  is  one  of  tlirce  children  born  to  his 
pai-ents.  The  eldest,  Joseph  P.,  is  now  a  Method- 
ist minister  and  resides  in  Lyons,  Ionia  County, 
this  State.  Adelia  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  .S,  Stebbins, 
was  an  early  settler  in  Howell,  Mich.  Tlie  youv^- 
est  is  he  of  whom  we  write.  When  a  \'oung  hoy 
he  was  left  motherless  and  liis  father  was  i^ain 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  Parsons  of  Howell.  From 
this  union  three  children  were  born — Gardner,  Ida 
M.  and  Jude. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  bom  May  12,  1 
1835,  in  Perry  Township,  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y. 
and  when  nine  years  of  age  came  to  Michigan  with 
his  parents  and  when  about  fifteen  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  his  first  o<.!Cupation  being  that  of  a 
stage-driver  from  Flint  to  Haginaw,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  18.55-56  he  attended 
the  Mtate  University  and  graduated,  taking  a  degree 
as  Surveyor  and  Civil  Engineer  in  1856.  After 
finishing  his  course  in  college  our  subject  went  to 
Fowlerville,  Livingston  County,  and  there  became 
identified  with  the  Spiritualists  as  a  medium.  He 
has  now,  however,  adjured  spiritualistic  doctrines 
having  ascertained  the  truth. 

In  1857  our  subject  entered  the  regular  wivice 
being  one  of  the  First  Regiment  and  enlisting  in 
New  York.  His  first  expedition  was  in  Central 
America.  His  milirary  career  records  promotion  and 
many  exi>eriences  in  various  States,  lie  tlieii  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  RelwUion  and  at  the  Imt- 
tle  of  Dull  Klin  Ins  legiment  wns  ordered  to  join 
McClellan's  forces  under  (jen.  Sykes,  While  in  the 
battle  of  Harrison's  Landing,  July  16,  18fi2,  our 
subject  received  a  ball  in  tlie  right  leg  whicli  he 
still  carries;  he  also  received  a  bayonet  wound  in 
the  right  knee  at  Savage  Station.  Later  he  was 
authorized  by  Gov.  Blair  of  Michigan  to  raise  a  com- 
pany; securing  thirty-three  men  he  reported  and  was 
consolidated  with  others  into  the  Twenty-sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  our  subject  going  out  as  Ser- 
geant-Major  of  the  I'egiment,   He  was  promoted  to  j 


the  post  of  Lieutenant  March  3,  1863.  June  19, 
1863,  he  was  incapacitated  for  service  by  sunstroke 
while  on  the  Black  Watei-  march  and  I'eceived  his 
diwhaige  December  3,  1863,  and  wa*  transferred 
to  the  Bethany  Reserve  Corps  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  staff  offi- 
cer to  Capt.  A.  H.  Perry.  He  served  until  Decem- 
ber 4,  1864,  when  he  resigned  and  came  home. 

Eager  for  the  much  needed  rest  Mr,  Preston  set- 
tled in  Jackson  County,  where  he  went  to  work  at 
his  trade  as  a  mason,  there  being  many  evidences 
of  ills  industi-y  in  the  residences  and  blocks  of  the 
city.  Ill  186y  he  went  to  Lyons,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  waa  engaged  in  building  both  residences 
and  public  buildings.  He  worked  at  his  ti-ade  un- 
til 1872  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  assisted  hi 
the  rebuilding  of  the  city.  His  marriage  had  taken 
place  in  1862,  in  Jackson  when  be  was  united  to 
Betsey  A.  Tanner,  a  daughter  of  JIartin  Tanner  of 
that  place.  From  this  union  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  have  been  born.  The  eldest 
Charles  A,  is  in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  working  for  an 
electric  light  company;  Stella  who  is  now  Mr«. 
Bunker  resides  in  Williamston;  Frank  L.  is  one  of 
the  firm  of  the  electric  light  company  iu  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  and  is  doing  well.  The  youngest  child, 
Kate  was  adopted  by  her  uncle,  Warren  Tanner, 
and  now  resides  in  Jackson  County. 

Mrs.  Preston  died  January  15,  1873,  and  aftfr 
tbe  death  of  their  mother  the  children  were  leared 
by  tlieir  uncles.  In  1873  tlie  original  of  our  sketch 
assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Advent  College  at 
Battle  Creek  and  then  went  to  Duluth,  working  as 
assistaut  surveyor  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
from  Duluth  to  Puget  Sound.  He  continued  there 
from  1874  to  1H85  when  he  received  the  news  of 
the  death  of  his  father  and  came  home.  The  next 
year  he  settled  in  Locke  Township  on  afarm  where- 
on be  lived  until  April,  1890,  and  the  following 
yeai'  was  married  to  Amanda  Shaw,  a  daughter  of 
•lonathaii  Stilson  of  Oakland,  this  State  and  an 
early  settler.  The  wedding  journey  was  accomp- 
lished with  horse  and  buggy,  their  destination  be- 
Chicago,  where  our  subject  laid  brick  for  three 
weeks  for  *4  per  day.  While  tliere  he  was  appointed 
fipecial  Police  iu  Woodland  Park.  He  at  that  time 
invested  what  be  bad  in  real  estate.     Soon  after 
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the  World's  Fair  was  located  in  Jackson  Pai'k 
and  the  greater  number  of  his  lots  being  located 
not  far  from  that  site,  he  sold  at  a  very  handsome 
profit.  He  returned  to  Lansing,  Mich.,  and  invested 
*6,nOO  in  a  farm  and  the  rest  of  his  fortune  in 
i^ood  real  estate  and  stock,  also  lending  *13,00l), 
»i7,0fl()  at  6  per  cent,  and  $6,000  at  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  Preston  is  socially  a  member  of  th»!  tJood 
Templars  and  also  belongs  to  Eli  P.  Alexander 
Post,  No.  203,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
erited  in  progress! \'e  movemenis  and  is  a  power 
in  the  community  wherein  he  at  present  lives,  not 
finly  because  of  his  financial  standing,  but  for 
his  ability  in  other  dii'ections. 


-j4-»^-^-g 


■  birtli  ( 


subject 


*(in.\   .M.  J'dT'J'S.     IJe  whost' 
||    hca.t    of  tliis  skctcl 

I  of  that  empij-e  upon  wliii'li  (lie  sun  never 
(j^g^  sets,  and  wlia*e  standing  among  the  nations 
is  at  the  jM'esent  time  the  lirm  and  nnmoved  one 
of  centuries  jmst  of  wise  government,  successful 
comlmt  and  lai^  commeif'ial  interest*i.  Mr.  Pott* 
is  just  on  the  border  land  Ijetween  the  years  of 
iiale  vigor  and  patriarchal  age,  haviug  been  born 
iu  England,  January  23,  1826.  He  came  to  this 
■State  in  1833,  and  now  lives  on  section  9,  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  two  hundred  acres  of  fertile,  finely- 
cultivated  land,  wJiicli  under  his  eai-e  has  been 
made  to  blossom  like  one  of  the  agricultural  gar- 
dens of  Central  and  Southeni  England. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Mary  A.  (Weaver)  Potts,  natives  of  England, 
Thev  came  with  their  family  to  this  country  and 
proceeded  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  where  with 
tiieir  flock  of  six  youths  and  maidens  they  located 
in  Milford,  Oakland  County,  iu  1833.  There  the 
father  took  up  two  quarter-sections  of  Govern- 
ment land.  It  was  densely  timbered  and  the  work 
<if  making  a  home  was  begun  by  felling  timber 
which  was  hewn  and  mortised  for  a  cabin.  Later, 
when  the  work  of  clearing  had  progressed,  they 
built  a  fine  stone  residence  and  good  barns,  mak- 


ing a  beautiful  homo  of  the  former  droary  and 
unruly  tangle  of  trees,  ufiderbrusJi  and  vinea.  He 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  mo?t  prominent  men 
of  the  county,  whose  financial  condition  gave  him 
precedence  in  matters  requiring  pecuniary  aid  for 
the  development  of  the  country.  Our  subject's 
gi-andparents  on  the  paternal  side  were  William 
and  Mary  (Martin)  Potts,  agricultui-ists  in  Eng- 
land, of  whom  our  subject's  father  was  one  of  five 
children. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Potts  were 
Henry  and  Mi's.  Weaver,  who  were  farmers  in 
England.  The  mother  was  one  of  a  large  family. 
Mix  children  came  to  enliven  the  dreariness  of  the 
pioneer  home  and  made  in  themselves  a  little  set- 
tlement about  their  parents.  They  were  Mary  A, 
William,  Robert,  Francis,  John  and  Susan,  Francis 
and  Susan  are  now  deceased.  All  were  reared  iu 
Oakland  County,  and  there  made  their  homes,  ex- 
cepting him  of  whom  we  writ*. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
bent  his  efforts  toward  helping  to  clear  the  same, 
assisted  by  his  older  brothers,  whose  pride  in  their 
place  was  one  with  that  of  the  father.  Our  sub- 
ject's youug  shouldei-B  were  ea.rly  fitted  to  the  har- 
ness, for  he  began  to  work  when  seven  yeara  old, 
and  has  ever  since  continued  the  ways  of  industry 
and  prudence  learned  in  his  early  youth,  and  now 
in  his  declining  years,  with  his  faithful  companion 
who  has  been  his  loving  helpmate  throughout  life, 
he  enjoys  the  hard-earned  fniits  of  hie  youthful 
labor.  Twenty-four  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
under  his  father's  roof,  and  then  he  began  life  for 
himself,  purehasing  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
was  at  the  time  partially  improved,  in  the  town  of 
C'ommeree,  Oakland  County.  There  was  a  imucity 
of  improvement  about  the  place,  it  bearing  but 
one  miserable  log  house  and  nothing  besides  to 
gladden  the  eye  with  the  reminder  that  they  were 
living  in  a  civilized  land,  excepting,  as  the  wife 
says,  a  straw  stack  looming  up  against  the  western 
lioi'izon.  ITiey  lived  on  that  place  for  some  years, 
A  mushroom  springs  up  in  a  night,  but  an  oak  is 
the  gi'owth  of  centuries.  So  all  good  work  takes 
time  and  patience,  and  years  passed  before  the 
place  bore  the  semblance  of  a  "down-east  farm," 
with  well  cleared   pastures,  neatly  built   fences,  a 
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comfortable  house  and  commodious  well  filled 
barns.  It  was  accomplished,  however,  and  then 
ouv  subject  solcl  the  place  in  order  to  purchase  the 
estate  wheron  lie  now  lives. 

On  coming  to  his  present  location,  Mr.  Potts 
found  a  repetition  of  his  other  experience,  but  in 
a  modified  degree.  The  largest  town  near  their 
i-esidence  —  Fowlerville  —  contained  no  churches, 
hut  there  was  a  frame  schoolhouse.  On  their  place 
was  a  log  house  and  in  this  Ibey  lived  until  1883, 
when  on  the  completion  of  a  flue  frame  house, 
which  our  subject  liad  erected  upon  a  com- 
manding elevation  overlooking  the  entire  coun- 
try, which  is  picturesque  in  the  extreme  in  its 
diversity  of  feature,  they  left  the  log  house  to 
make  their  home  in  the  more  comfortable  and  com- 
modious new  one. 

Mr.  Potts  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eme- 
liza  Sly,  their  nuptials  being  celebrated  March  14, 
18.50.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Eliza- 
beth (Crawford)  Sly,  natives  of  New  England, 
who  removed  to  New  York,  making  their  home  in 
Ontario  County,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
farming.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  J832,  and 
settled  in  Commei-ee  Township,  Oakland  County, 
where  they  lived  until  their  decease.  Their  fam- 
ily comprised  but  two  children — Mary  A,  Patten, 
of  Oakland  County,  and  Mi-s,  Potts,  Mrs,  Potts 
had  nine  half-brothers  and  lialf-sisters,  1-Ier 
father  was  a  Whig  in  polities.  Our  subject,  politi- 
cally, favors  the  Republican  party,  and  gives  his 
vote  and  influence  in  that  direction.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  Mr.  Potts  having  thus  been 
connected  since  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  a  greater 
part  of  that  time  in  an  official  capacity.  Mrs. 
Potts  has  been  a  church  member  since  fourteen 
years  of  age.  Of  the  family  of  six  children  that 
have  been  born  to  this  worthy  couple,  only  two 
are  now  living.  They  are  Mary  E.,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  George  M,  Crawford,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children— Spencer  G,  and  Eva  M.;  and  John  W., 
who  married  Katie  Haven,  and  which  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  one  child,  Pru- 
dence, The  four  who  have  been  laid  away  in  the 
arms  of  death  are  Adella  and  Adelbert,  twins  of 
ten  and  fifteen  months  of  age  eacii;  Susan  X.  and 


Eva  E.  A  prominent  man  in  i 
measures,  Mr,  Potts  is  libeial  to  a  fault,  giving 
generously  of  his  store  both  to  public  enterprises 
and  to  needy  individuals.  He  is  a  strong  tem- 
pei-ance  man,  and  his  principles  in  regard  to 
moral  and  religious  matters  are  of  the  most  tena- 
cious character. 


iIPj^iURT  BRAYTON.  There  is  perhaps  no  fam- 
Ir^Xi  "y  ^^  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County, 
if®)/)  '^^'*^'^  '^  more  highly  respected,  not  only 
^^^^  for  character,  but  also  for  talents  and  at- 
tainments tlian  the  one  represented  by  the  name  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  Their  social  standing  in 
the  community  is  exceptionally;  good,  and  their 
value  as  citizens  is  shown  by  the  influence  which 
they  exert. 

Mr.  Bray  ton's  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  is  situated  on  section  21,  Howell  Township, 
A  beautiful  residence  and  fine  outbuildings  mark 
the  spot  and  the  thoroughly  cultivated  acres  show 
the  hand  of  a  careful,  conscientious  and  intelligent 
farmer.  Both  house  and  barns  show  that  no  ex- 
pense hai  Iteen  spared  to  make  them  attractive  and 
convenient  for  the  comfort  of  the  family  and  of 
the  stock,  which  is  being  raised  upon  the  farm. 

Tliis  gentleman  was  born  December  18,  1836,  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  his  parents,  Ira  and  Esther 
A.  (Louk)  Bi-ayton,  being  natives  of  tliat  State, 
who  were  married  in  Steuben  County,  where  they 
carried  on  a  farm  for  some  yeai-s  before  removing  to 
Ontario  County.  The  family's  migration  to  Mich- 
igan took  place  in  September,  1838,  and  for  six 
yeaiis  they  lived  on  section  9  of  this  township,  af- 
ter which  they  removed  to  section  22,  I^ater  Mr. 
Brayton  transferred  his  interests  to  Oceola  Town- 
ship, where  he  carried  on  a  brickyaid.  He  also  owned 
a  grist  and  saw-mill  in  IJowell  Township,  He  was  at 
that  time  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  the  county, 
and  employed  a  large  number  of  men.  He  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  thorough- going  business 
man  of  integrity  and  ability  and  his  enterprise 
brought   him   into  prominence.     He  at  that  time 
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-owned  some  six  liuiidred  aci-cs  of  iaiid.  Both  he 
and  his  good  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Bai>- 
tist  Church,  and  in  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
a  R«pub!ican.  He  died  in  Kent  County,  Mieh,,  in 
1889. 

The  parents  of  this  pioneer  were  Nathaniel  and 
Patience  (Carriiigton)  Brayton,  who  had  a  fine 
faim  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  upon  which  were 
reared  seveu  sturdy  and  stalwart  sous.  Nathaniel 
Brayton  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mehitable  (Wal- 
lace) Brayton,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Ira  Bray- 
ton had  a  family  of  six  children,  only  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Patience,  wow 
Mrs.  Bennett,  of  Detroit;  Burt,  and  Nathaniel,  liv- 
ing in  Kent  County,  the  owner  of  a  flourishing 
flouring-mill. 

The  joys  and  trials  incident  to  the  life  of  a  farm- 
er's boy  were  the  experiences  of  Burt  Biayton  in 
his  early  years,  and  he  had  the  usual  fun  and  drudg- 
ery which  are  to  he  found  in  going  to  the  district 
school.  He  improved  well  the  advantages  which 
he  received,  and  thus  obtaiued  a  thorough  common- 
sense  education,  and  as  a  young  man  he  lived  for 
some  six  years  in  the  village  of  Howell,  where  he 
carried  on  the  busine^ss  of  a  photographer.  He 
then  removed  to  this  farm,  where  he  now  i-esides, 
and  for  a  few  yeai^s  made  his  home  in  a  log  house. 

It  was  upon  the  30th  of  September,  1860,  tliat 
he  took  the  step  which  was  decisive  in  its  re- 
sults, as  it  made  for  him  a  home  by  bringing  to 
his  "side  a  bride  in  the  person  of  Mary  J.  Park, 
of  Howell,  the  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Lusina 
(Coates)  Park.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Bi-oome  and  Steuben  Counties,  N.  Y.,  i-espectively, 
and  were  married  in  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  Park 
carried  On  the  vocations  of  farmer  and  lumbei-man, 
and  superintended  sawmills  and  rafted  lumber  in 
the  forests  of  his  native  State,  His  life  ended 
while  he  was  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  his  wife 
afterward  removed  West  with  her  family,  coming 
to  Michigan  in  1855  and  settling  in  Oakland 
County.  Somewhat  later  she  removed  to  Living- 
ston County  and  made  her  home  in  Howell  Town- 
ship, where  she  lived  until  death  called  iier  away. 
She  had  a  bright  family  of  thi-ee  children,  Mrs. 
Brayton 's  brothers  l>eing  William  P.,  of  iiigham 
County,  and  John  Q.,  of  lousing.    Mr.  Park  was 


in  his  lifetime  an  advocate  of  tlie  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  declaiution  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
his  wife  was  pi-ominent  as  a  useful  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  father  of  Mr,  Park  was  Thomas,  and  his 
mother  was  Abigail  Farland,  both  of  Eastern  birth. 
They  had  a  family  of  nine  children  who  grew  up 
on  the  farm  to  man's  and  woman's  estate.  The 
IKirents  of  Mra.  Park  were  Ransom  and  Patience 
(Britten)  Coates,  both  New  Y'orkers.  Mr.  Coates 
was  a  merchant  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1855, 
and  settled  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  in 
Wayne  County,  Heliad  a  family  of  nine  children, 
and  while  living  in  the  East  was  a  man  of  consid- 
erable official  importance. 

Seven  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr. 
an<J  Mi's.  Bravton,  and  of  this  iiumbei'  the  eldest, 
Carrie,  has  married.  The  names  of  the  otliers 
are  Hermia  K.,  Ira  E.,  Mary  E.,  William  P.,  Claude 
A.  and  Ivy  L.  CaiTie  is  now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Pell, 
and  she  has  had  four  lovely  children — Hazel  \.. 
Audrey  J.,  Burt  G.  and  Bi'ayton,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Her  home  is  upon  a  farm  in  Howell  Town- 
ship. The  four  daughtei-s  have  aj-tistic  talents 
which  tliey  have  developed,  and  their  skill  and 
taste  are  well  known  and  highly  appreciated  by 
their  friends,  and  to  all  the  family  has  been  given 
musical  talent,  which  has  aided  greatly  in  adding 
to  the  attractions  of  their  happy  home,  and  to  their 
usefulness  as  memt)ers  of  society.  A  fine  grade  of 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  is  to  be  found  upon  this 
fine  farm,  and  its  proprietor  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  pi-ominent  and  reliable  farmers  in  Liv- 
ingston County. 


-^#^- 


Jl  OHN  DUN.NING.  A  life  well  spent  and 
I  duties  well  performed  deserve  a  serene  and 
I  happy  recess  in  the  afternoon  of  life,  pre- 
,^^_J/  parative  for  the  greater  activeity  to  begin  in 
the  other  dawning.  Our  subject  has  retired  from 
the  active  labor  incident  to  farm  life,  having  for 
years  been  a  successful  mei-ehant  in  Unadilla  Town- 
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ship,  Livingston  County.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Martha  (Taylor)  Dunning,  the  former  a  native 
of  Connecticut  and  a  faraier  hy  calling,  who  was  a 
loyal  and  brave  soldier  in  the  Continental  army 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  subject's  motlier  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  having  been  bom  near 
Auburn.  She  died  in  1828  and  her  husband  in 
1833.  They  wei-e  the  parents  of  six  children,  live 
of  whom  are  still  living. 

.Tohn  Dunning  was  born  Jnne  2,  1812,  in  the 
township  of  Byron,  Genesee  County,  N,  Y.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  that  county,  enjoying  in  his 
boyhood  but  limited  advantages  as  regards  educa- 
tion. He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age  liis  father  gave  him  his  time 
and  he  hired  out  by  the  month  to  the  nearest  far- 
mer. At  the  small  wages  of  112  per  month  he 
thus  worked  until  twenty-three  yeai-s of  age,  saving 
what  he  could,  and  in  the  fall  of  1835  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Waterloo,  Jackson 
County,  and  then  went  back  to  New  York.  In  the 
spring  of  1837  he  came  to  Michigan  to  stay. 

Going  to  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County,  our  sub- 
ject worked  for  a  month  for  his  board  and  then 
went  to  work  for  Church  &  Norton,  peddling  fan- 
ning mills  through  tlie  country,  continuing  to  be 
thus  occupied  for.  five  years,  during  which  lime 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Norton  &  Wakeman. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  service  here  he  was  en- 
gaged for  thi-ee  years  in  Dexter  as  a  clerk  and  then 
went  into  business  for  himself  at  Reeves  Mills, 
March  1,  1846.  Thefollowing December  he  moved 
his  stock  to  the  village  of  LTnadilla  and  continued 
in  the  merchandise  business,  carrying  a  general 
stock  until  1884,  having  an  experience  in  this  line 
extending  over  thirty -eight  years.  Since  the 
above  mentioned  time  our  subject  has  been  in  no 
active  business. 

In  March,  1846,  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hettie  Howell,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a  child. 
They  settled  in  Dexter  in  1835-36.  Mrs.  Dunning 
died  August  12,  1866.  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  a  daugh- 
ter, Flora,  the  wife  of  A.  H.  Watson  aad  lives  near 
Unadilla.     She  has   three  children,  all   boys,  of 


whom  our  subject  is  very  proud.  Two  of  the  boys 
are  now  attending  the  High  School  at  Ionia.  Our 
subject  was  again  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Susan 
Doty,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  She  died  in  1882 
without  issue.  Not  belonging  to  any  church,  Mr, 
Dunning  has  for  years  been  a  supporter  of  two 
churches  in  Unadilla.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  |}olitics,  being  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican. His  first  vote  was  cast  in  -1836,  for  Presi- 
dent on  the  Whig  ticket. 

Although  nearlyeightyyearsof  age,  heof  whom 
we  write  still  enjoys  good  health  and  has  a  robust 
constitution.  He  has  always  been  tempemte  in  his 
habits  and  a  man  of  unexceptional  morals.  He 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  onl\  daughter.  Our 
subject,  having  a  large  capital,  make  a  J  a  I  m 
income  by  loaning  money.  He  own  stotk  n  th 
Detroit  Gaslight  Company,  has  stock  tl  lank 
in  that  city  and  is  also  interested  a  lank  t 
City,  Kan. 


ihm  **^"  I'*^^^^^^  SCOFIELD,  one  of  the  rep- 
I  jl\  resentative  pioneer  women  of  Locke  Town- 
(*  14  ship,  Ingham  County,  making  her  home  on 
■■'  section  3,  was  boni  in  Niagara  County,  N. 

Y.,  June  17,  1816.  Her  father,  Israel  G.  Atkins, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  her  mother, 
Fannie  Knight,  was  born  in  New  York.  Her 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  her 
maternal  gi-andfather  served  under  Washington  in 
the  Itevolutionary  War. 

When  still  a  small  child  our  subject  removed 
with  lier  parents  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  wa,* 
there  reared  to  womanhood,  being  given  thorough 
training  in  both  book  lore  and  domestic  science. 
It  was  upon  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  that  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Stephen  Scofleld,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1809,  and  was  a  son  of 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  Scofleld,  He  had  grown  to 
manhood  in  his  native  State  and  was  a  man  of 
fair  education,  yet  practically  a  self-made  man. 
By  him  she  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
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living, namely:  Grace, the vrife of  Lewis  Bii(iger,o( 
Shiawassee  Cotinty ;  Ellen,  wife  of  S.  F.  Smith,  Mayor 
of  Owosso;  Henry  W.,  who  lives  in  Locke  Town- 
ship; Marian,  wife  of  Arthur  Watkins,  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Israel  G.,  who  died  in  a  hospital 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  while  serving  hia  country  dur- 
ing the  Civil  War. 

In  1842  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ycofield  migrated  to 
Ingfaam  County,  Mich.,  and  hei-e  settled  upon  the 
farm  wliere  Mi's.  Bcofleld  now  resides.  Like  mo)-t 
pioneere  who  made  their  homes  in  this  unbroken 
forest  they  had  hardships  and  privations  to  en- 
counter. They  first  erected  a  log  house  and  in 
that  resided  for  more  tlian  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
llie  present  attractive  i-esidence  was  built  by  Mr. 
Scofield  and  he  did  a  gi'eat  amount  of  pioneer  work. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  polities  and  served  his 
township  for  some  time  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  departed  this  life  October  9,  1869,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  in  his  death  the  county  lost 
one  of  her  best  citizens. 

The  widow  of  Mr.  Scofield  resides  upon  the  val- 
uable estate  which  he  left  to  his  family,  and  in  her 
advanced  years  she  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life 
well  spent  in  usefulness,  and  is  surrounded  by 
friends  and  neighboi-s  who  prize  her  character. 
She  is  identified  with  the  ITniversalist  Church  and 
has  ever  been  a  vsilued  inemhcr  of  church  and  so- 
cial circles. 


>=:=^^^il'^t-l^l^^^^=< 


aOL.  .H>nS  A.  SilANJSOX.  Although  of 
J,  alien  anceatiy,  our  subject  and  tlie  family' 
'  to  which  he  belongs  have  been  conspicu- 
ous for  the  services  they  have  rendered  their 
counti'y,  both  in  the  Colonial  times  and  during 
the  more  recent  strife  between  the  North  and  Soutli. 
Now  living  a  quiet,  bucolic  life  upon  his  farm  on 
section  10,  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County,  he 
whose  portrait  ap])ears  on  tlie  opposite  page  was 
born  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tymochtee  Creek,  October  19,  1826.  He  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  (.,'.  and  Ruth  (Ailgire)  Shannon. 
The  fatlier  was  horn  in  Ireland  and  was  a  son  of 


Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (Shepherd)    Sliannon,    na- 
tives of  County  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Patrick  Shannon, 
came  to  America  a  short  time  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  espousing  the  cause  of  his  adopted 
country,  did  good  service  in  that  war.  He  served 
under  the  direct  command  of  Washington  and 
was  with  him  in  that  winter  that  will  ever  be 
memorable  in  American  history,  which  was  spent 
in  terrible  suffering  at  Valley  Forge.  He  was  a 
man  of  large  means,  but  his  great  heart  could  not 
endure  the  sight  of  suffering  that  could  be  re- 
lieved by  his  pocket  book,  and  he  spent  his^sub- 
stance  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  soldiers, 
so  that  when  the  war  was  over  he  was  left  with 
very  little.  With  his  wife  he  then  returned  to  Ire- 
land for  a  short  time  to  settle  their  property  and 
convert  it  into  money.  It  was  while  they  were  on 
that  trip  that  our  fubjeot's  father,  Joseph  Cresap 
Shannon,  was  born.  The  grandfather  then  came 
liack  to  America  and  settled  in  Kentucky,  where 
iiis  son  was  reared,  and  whence  he  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  being  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  therein.  After  that  war  was  over, 
Joseph  C.  Sliannon  apprenticed  himself  to  a  tanner 
in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and  remained  with  him 
for  two  yeai-s.  During  his  apprenticeship  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  our  subject's  mother,  who 
was  a  native  of  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  and  they 
were  married  befoi'e  a  great  while. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject's  father  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  work  upon  his  father- 
in-law's  farm  for  a  few  years  and  then  located  in 
W'yandot  County,  where  he  entered  land  and 
also  built  a  tannery.  At  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
our  subject  his  parents' nearest  neighl>or  lived  at 
a  distance  of  two  miles.  Joseph  C,  Shannon  l^ecame 
so  popular  with  the  Wyandot  tribe  that  they 
conferred  upon  him  the  unusual  honor  of  making 
him  a  chief.  He  attended  their  council  meetings, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  so  favored  proved  to  be 
a  great  protection  to  him  and  his  family.  Our 
sul)ject  has  inherited  the  title  of  chief  m  the  Wy- 
andot tribe,  and  is  to-day  entitled  to  that  dis- 
tinction. 

Joseph  C.  Shannon  latei  removed  to  Ft  Findlay, 
Ohio,  where  he  started  a  store.     He  was  afterward 
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elcLtfll  {  ount\  Auditor  and  was  serving  in  thai 
npatilv  when  he  dtopped  dead  on  the  ground 
whicii  i*  now  used  »>>  the  cemet^n  in  Findlav 
Ohij  111  debase  <xK.uiied  in  Mai  1836,  and  his 
lod\  lie  intciied  m  that  lemetery  It  wat- a 
memorable  and  teriible  iccasion  foi  our  Bubject 
who  WHS  with  hiB  fftthei  nt  the  time  of  hi**  death 
Hi-i  mothei  had  died  in  laiH  and  i*  inteiied  in 
Uiandot  Count\  Hi-  tathei  wai  aftei  that 
twice  married.  There  were  three  children  by  the 
tii«t  marriage.  By  the  second  marriage  there  was 
i)ne  son,  C.  ('.  Shannon,  now  deceased,  who  wa^  a 
soldier  in  tiie  late  war.  He  left  several  children. 
By  tlie  tiiird  marriage  there  were  three  children,  two 
daughteiv  who  died  in  .youth,  and  one  son  by  nam:> 
Hiram  StroUier  Shannon,  asilversmith  by  trade;  he 
lives  in  Minerva,  Ohio,  where  he  ke»ps  an  hotel. 
The  immediate  branch  of  the  family  to  which  our 
snbbjeet  belongs  comprises,  besides  him^^tf,  a  sis- 
ter, Samh  R,  who  married  David  Longshore,  and 
and  whose  home  is  now  in  Iowa.  Our  subject's 
brother,  Capt.  Joseph  0.  Shannon,  who  now  reside* 
in  Nebraska,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  tiie  Re- 
bellion. 

As  a  boy  lietweeu  the  ages  of  six  and  ten,  our 
subject  spent  many  days  with  the  Wyandot  In- 
dians. Ho  learned  their  customs  and  also  became 
familiar  with  their  language.  Being  a  favorite 
with  the  hi-aves,  he  was  taught  to  use  the  bow  and 
ari-ow  with  the  skill  and  expertness  of  one  of  their 
own  tribe.  He  went  with  them  on  two  memorable 
journeys  to  Kt.  Wayne  and  Detroit  He  was  only 
t«n  yeai-s  of  age  or  thereabouts  when  his  father's 
death  occurred,  and  was  after  that  sad  event  sent 
to  live  with  his  mother's  sister,  a  Mi's.  Kachael 
Murphy,  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio.  With  her  he 
made  his  home  until  he  was  about  sixteen  years 
<if  age.  He  i-ememhers  that,  as  a  boy,  it  was  far 
gi-eatei-  pleasure  for  him  to  follow  the  Indians 
about,  to  hunt  and  fish,  than  to  go  to  school, 
but  while  in  Delaware  County  lie  was  in  atten- 
dance at  the  little  log  schoolhpuse  for  about 
three  months  eaeii  winter.  The  teacher  that 
he  had  must  have  adapted  himself  admirably 
to  the  temperament  of  his  little  pupil,  for  here 
lie  l>ecame  fond  of  his  studies,  and  so  great  a 
reader  that  it  wbjs  his  delight  to  lie  in  front  of  the 


blazing  logs  in  the  fireplace  and  devour  anj'thing 
that  came  within  his  reach.  At  the  age  of  sixteen 
be  successfully  passed  an  examination  and  received 
a  license  to  teach.  His  career  as  a  teacher  began 
immediately,  and  for  his  services  he  received  *10 
per  month  during  the  first  term.  He  afterward  at- 
tended Granville  College,  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
nntil  his  senior  year,  managing  to  teach  at  the  same 
time  during  vacations.  He  had,  however,  over-esti- 
mated the  strain  that  his  constitution  could  endui'e, 
for  his  health  failed  him  and  he  wits  obliged  to  leave 
school.  His  college  course  up  to  that  time  had 
been  paid  for  by  working  upon  the  farm  uonneetcd 
with  that  institution  and  also  by  teaching,  which 
he  followed  for  nine  years. 

In  1850,  when  about  twenty-three  or  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  Mr.  Shannon,  having  recently 
been  converted,  became  a  Methodist  preacher  m 
the  North  Ohio  Conference.  Those  were  days  of 
tlie  itinerancy,  when  a  preacher  traveled  about  on 
horseback,  carrying  with  him  only  what  he  could 
take  in  his  saddlebags,  and  when,  there  being 
comparatively  few  churches  in  the  countrj',  the 
schoolhouses  or  private  residences  were  the  places 
of  meeting.  He  traveled  all  over  Northwestern 
(Jhio,  and  was  stationed  in  Toledo  for  a  year,  al- 
though his  Hrst  year  was  spent  in  Bryan,  Williams 
('ouuty.     He  was  at  Fostoria  for  two  yeai-s. 

On  March  26,  1854,  Mr.  Shannon  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  M.  Bassett,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Ohio, 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Wood  C^ounty. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Erie  County,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary 16,  1832.  By  this  marriage  there  have  been 
horn  four  children,  whose  names  are;  Anna  A., 
liillian  E.,  Alpheius  O.  and  Katie.  The  eldest 
daughter  was  born  in  Waterville,  Lucas  County, 
Ohio.  .June  29.  1856.  She  married  Otto  Caple  and 
they  live  in  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County. 
Their  children  are:  Harry,  who  was  bom  in  Indi- 
ana, August  21,  1877;  i,il!ie  K.,  tiorn  in  Indiana 
April  I,  187!);  -John  A.,  born  in  ^'evay  Township, 
Ingham  County,  April  2,  1886,  and  Ruth,  also 
horn  in  this  township,  January  9,  1887,  The  sec- 
ond daughter.  Lillian  K,,  lx)ni  Mareh  4,  1860,  in 
Fostoria,  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  married  Edward 
B.  Caple  January  19,  1887,  and  lives  on  section 
ICi,  of  this  township,     Alpheus  G.,  born  in  Ohio 
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in  1862,  died  in  February,  1866.  Katie,  who  was 
bom  in  1873,  died  in  that  same  year. 

In  Wood  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  became  con- 
nected witli  the  military  committee  that  made  ita 
headquarters  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  His  talent  in 
speech  making  was  in  requisition,  as  he  made  an 
apppeal  for  volunteers  throughout  the  State.  He 
himself  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Infan- 
try, Company  A,  and  was  made  Captain  of  the 
Company.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek, 
Mo.,  in  1861,  before  he  had  become  a  soldier,  and 
his  patriotism  taking  Bre,  lie  seized  a  musket  and 
entered  the  thick  of  the  flght.  He  now  says  that 
he  wanted  to  prove  whether  he  was  brave  enough 
to  stand  under  the  lire  of  the  enemy.  After  enter- 
ing the  army  in  1862,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  and  was  under  Buraside's 
command,  having  received  his  commission  as  Cap- 
tain July  15,  1862.  His  services  having  received 
honorable  mention,  he  was  promoted  by  Gov.  Tod 
to  the  rank  of  Major,  May  13,  1863.  He  had 
studied  civil  engineering  and  was  enabled  to  as- 
sist O.  M.  Poe,  now  living  in  Detroit,  in  laying 
out  the  fortifications  at  Knoxville.  Tenn. 

Previous  to  this  Mr.  Shannon  had  been  detached 
from  the  regiment  and  was  on  (ien.  Buraside's 
staff,  but  while  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  foi-ti- 
fication  he  was  transferred  to  the  staff  of  Gen.  Till- 
son.  After  the  plans  for  this  work  were  com- 
pleted, he  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  their 
construction  according  to  the  specifications  that 
had  been  made.  To  relieve  the  troops  that  were 
worn  with  excessive  duty  he  was  ordered  to  em- 
ploy negi'O  labor  in  constructing  the  fortifications 
and  January  6,  1864,  he  received  an  order  to  or- 
ganize a  regiment  of  colored  heavy  artillery.  The 
regiment  was  lo  consist  of  twelve  companies  of 
one  hundred  anil  fifty  men  each.  It  received  the 
name  of  the  First  United  States  Colored  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  our  subject  was  appointed  its  Col- 
onel, As  is  so  frequently  the  case  where  worth 
and  merit  receive  their  i-eward  and  promotion, 
our  subject  was  not  spa.i-ed  the  pain  of  jealous 
shafts.  Gen.  Tillson  did  all  he  could  to  belittle 
his  work  and  loyalty,  but  our  subject  came  out  of 
the  affair  with  Hying  colors  and  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  Lieutenant-Cotonel  May  11,  1864, 


and  to  the  i-ank  of  Colonel  November  4,  1864. 
On  January  15,  1865,  while  in  the  line  of  duty, 
our  subject's  horse  stumbled  and  fell,  and  rollling 
over  him,  crushed  the  bones  of  the  chest,  and  by 
this  catastrophe  he  was  ruptured  and  otherwise 
disabled.  Thus  incapacitated  for  active  work,  lie 
offered  his  resignation  Maj'  13,  186.'>.  It  was  ac- 
cepted, and  he  returned  to  his  home. 

Previous  to  his  entering  the  army  our  subject 
had  studied  law,  and  after  his  return  home  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  practice 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  It  was  a  grati- 
fying tribute  to  his  ability  as  a  man  and  an  atlor- 
torney  that  so  early  in  his  career  lie  should  be 
elected  Pi-osecuting  Attorney  for  Wood  County, 
Ohio.  Tliere  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  until  he  was  stricken  down  with  sick- 
nesss  in  1884.  His  removal  to  his  present  home 
took  place  in  1885.  He  is  now  retired  from  act- 
ive life  and  makes  his  liomc  with  his  daughter. 
His  wife  still  lives  and  is  the  faithful  companion 
of  his  iays  of  trial  as  she  has  been  of  his  days  of 
success. 

In  his  experience  during  the  war,  when  there 
were  so  many  incidents  of  oppression  and  wix)ng 
done  by  the  soldiers  on  both  sides,  Mr.  Shannon 
gave  a  brilliant  example  of  the  maghaminity  that 
should  ever  cliaiiicterize  a  true  soldier  and  a  gen- 
tleman. The  helpless  and  oppressed  never  tunied 
away  from  him  without  succor  or  encouragement, 
and  offenders  against  the  weak  and  helpless  were 
most  summarily  dealt  with. 

The  following  letter  is  a  copy  of  an  order  by 
our  subject  to  one  of  the  Southern  men  wlio  had 
in  his  possession  a  little  negro  boy,  whose  mother 
was  very  desirous  to  have  him: 

"HiiQBS,  FoBAtiisd  ExrKiiiTios, 

Atchleys  Mill,  Sevier  Co,.  Tenn,, 

.Tanuary  3d,  1865. 
"Mb,  Du«an:~ 

The  bearer,  Minnie,  desires  to  get  possession  of 
her  little  boy,  Frank,  I  regard  her  claim  as  better 
founded  than  yours.  She  wishes  to  send  her  boy 
school.  You,  I  understand,  have  said  that  no 
Yankees,  or  others,  should  take  him.  If  she  is  not 
allowed  peaceful  possession  of  her  own  child,  I 
shall  send  and  take  him  by  force  of  arras." 

(Signed)         John  A.  Shannon, 
Col.  Comdg.  Foraging  Expedition. 
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^i^RANK  A.  BURKHART.  Among  the  sons 
U^g'  of  the  Empire  State  who  have  by  their  lives 
jlK  of  integrity,enterpriseand  success  in  Micli- 
igaii  ln-onglit  eredit  upon  l)Oth  the  State  of  tlieir 
birth  and  ihe8tat«of  their  ado|)tion,  we  are  pleased 
to  mnkc  mention  of  Mr.  Bnrkhart,  wlio  was  horn  in 
December,  IH.^2,  In  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Hiss 
lionored  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia  (Hagedorn) 
Bnrkhart,  removed  to  this  State  wlieii  he  was  an 
infant  of  one  year,  and  bi-oiijrhl  him  with  tliem. 

IJui  auVijet't  was  liroiiglit  up  upon  liis  fatlier's 
fnim  and  reoeived  an  ordinary  district-school  edii- 
citlion,  which,  although  not  broad  in  its  soope  wan 
thorougli  in  its  drill,  and  gave  him  an  excellent 
foundation  for  future  attainments  and  a  gotxl  prcjj- 
aration  for  tlie  work  of  life.  Upon  attaining  liis 
majoiitv  the  young  man  started  out  f<»r  himself. 
farming  fifty  nt'i-es  of  land  on  section  .S3,  ('iilidctiili 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  lie  !<till  rc- 
tiides.  'Phis  has  l)eeu  his  home  with  the  exception 
of  six  years,  ti-om  April,  1^84,  to  A|)ril.  1  Kill),  when 
he  was  carrying  on  a  gi'Ocery  and  provision  luisi- 
nese  in  Howell,  after  which  time  hy  returned  to  the 
faiin. 

In  the  spring  of   IH7J    Mi'.   Ihii'kliait  |jiirflifl>('<l 
eighty    .acres  of  timber  land    adjoiuing  hi>   |>ru|).   j 
erty    on    the  north,  and  of    thai   bo  has  clenreri    i 
sixty  a<'i-es  and  has  since  added  to  it   forty  iicres    i 
more.     In  IH85   he  bought  one  hundred  m-rcs  on 
section   28,  in  the  Township  of    liowetl,  most    ()f 
which  is  now  improved.     This  property  has  been 
gained  by  iiia  own  endeavors,  and  in  addition  Mi'. 
Burkhart  owns  a  house  and  lot  in  Howell. 

Carlie  G.  Alliiwii  was  tlie  name  in  maidenhood 
<it  the  wife  of  oui-  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  August  16,  1874.  This  intelligent  and 
interesting  lady  wa*  Iwra  in  the  township  of  Put- 
nam, this  county,  March  16, 1857.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter  of  James  and  Doi'Othy  (Hines)  Allijon.  who  re- 
["ided  at  Pinckney.  whei-e  Mr.  Allison  followed  the 
double  calling  of  a  miller  and  a  farmer.  The  three 
children  who  sni-vive  of  the  five  who  blessed  this 
home  are  Addie  IJ.,  Claud  A.  and  Kthel.  Mrs. 
Burkhart  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  she  was  twelve  .leai-s  old 
and  she  is  active  in  the  sei-vice. 

The  native  liome  of  Mr.  Allison  was  in  Orange 


County,  N,  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  May  7,  1878.  He 
was  but  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died  and 
be  then  lived  with  an  uncle,  George  Reeves,  and 
came  with  him  to  Pinckney  about  the  year  1834. 
In  18.S6  he  assisted  hLs  uncle  build  Reeves'  Mill 
and  he  continued  to  reside  in  Pinckney  until  his 
death  which  occurred  .luue  1,  1864.  He  left  a 
widow  and  five  children.  Hia  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  now  living  but  his  wife  died  Septem- 
ber 17,  1879,  at  the  a^c  of  fifty  years,  having  been 
bom  Mai-ch  8,  1825,  in  Ticondert^  County,  N.  Y. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  W.  Hines,  a  blacksmith,  who 
came  to  Washtenaw  County  in  1828,  and  latei' 
came  to  Iosco  Township,  Livingston  County. 
James  Allison  was  the  son  of  William  Allison,  who 
was  born  April  5,  1791,  in  Orange  County.  S.  Y., 
and  his  wife,  Sarah  Roe,  who  was  born  February  3, 
18!);').  She  brought  him  Ave  sons  and  two  daugh- 
teis,     TliL'  family  is  of  Irish  origin. 

I'poii  the  fine  farm  of  Mr.  Burkhart  a  specialty 
i^  made  of  the  raising  of  Merino  sheep,  and  a  fine 
tloik  may  Iteseen  there  in  good  condition  and  well 
cai-ed  for.  Mr.  Bnrkhart  is  a  man  whose  intelli- 
gence and  judgment  is  respected  by  his  neigiiboi-s, 
and  in  his  political  views  he  afflliates  with  the 
liepublican  party,  but  he  c^res  nothing  for  office 
and  ha.'i  never  sought  the  political  o.reua, prefening 
the  enjoyments  of  home  life  and  the  pleasure  to 
be  fiiund  u(ion  the  farm. 


——«#*— 


HIJ,()  STREKT.  Nowhere  in  tbe  township 
|i  Jl;  of  Tyi'One  and  scarcely  in  the  county  of 
^^'^     Livingston  can  a  home  be  found  more  at- 


V 

jj  ti'active  and  delightful  than  that  of  Mr.  and 
Mifs.  Philo  Street,  and  in  tliis  fact  we  have  again 
a  proof  that  i)hysical  ability  is  not  the  prime  fac- 
tor in  the  flttAJnment  of  domestic  order,  comfort 
ftu<L  delight,  for  the  cultured  and  thoughtful 
wonntn  who  ju'eaides  over  that  home  has  l)een  in- 
capacitated for  more  than  twenty  years  from  a^:-- 
tlve  work,  yet  she  has  made  a  success  of  her  home. 
Philo  Sti-eet  is  a  son  of  Stephen  B  and  Sallie 
(Way)  Street.     His  father  was  bora  October   12, 
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1806,  near  Hartfoi-d,  CVniii.  At  ttie  ajjf  of  four 
yeare  he  lost  his  father  and  after  tliat  time  In- 
lived  among  strangeii?.  I'poii  attaining  liis  ma- 
jority he  removed'  to  liarien.  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
and  theit!  engaged  in  peddling  and  farming,  and 
also  bought  and  sold  stocl(.  In  the  spving  of  183!) 
he  came  by  lake  to  the  Wolverine  Wtate,  and  made 
his  home  on  one  liundred  and  Misty  acres  of  land 
on  section  17,  Tyrone  Township,  this  county. 
From  this  forest  land  he  cleared  the  trees,  and 
u^X)!!  it  lie  raised  fine  crojis  and  continued  to  live 
here  until  his  death,  June  7,  i  868. 

The  father  of  our  sulyeot  was  a  Republioan  in 
his  political  views,  and  especially  active  in  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  his  party  during  the 
t!ivil  Wai'.  He  served  nn  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
some  time  and  began  life  with  little  means  except 
his  innate  abilities  and  cliaracter.  His  marriage 
took  plnoe  in  Krie:C'ounty,  N.  V.,  and  to  him  and 
his  wife  Snllie  were  liorn  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  were  taken  fivm  theii-  arms  h^-  death  dui-- 
ing  childhood,  and  seven  lived  to  older  years. 
They  were  named:  Phtebe.  Prudie,  Pliilo,  Henry, 
Sai-ah,  Hiram  and  Ktt«. 

February  !i,  1838,  was  the  natJtl  day  of  Pliilu 
Street,  who  was  born  near  IJarien,  N,  Y.  lie  wac 
two  yeai-s  of  age  when  he  came  to  tliis  State  with 
his  parents.  He  grew  xip  njKtn  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides,  and  received  the  ordinary  advantages 
of  the  district  school.  He  was  twenty-three  years 
old  when  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  his 
fli-st  effort-  were  in  working  by  the  month  and  on 
shares  for  others.  He  now  owns  eighty  nci-es  of 
the  old  Jiomeetead,  to  which  he  hais  added  fifty 
aci'es  more,  and  upon  liis  farm  he  has  placred  a 
eomfoitable  handsome  house,  and  most  excellent 
and  commodious  bams.  The  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  commend  themselves  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Street,  and  he  is  also  strongly  in 
favor  of  prohibitory  acti<in  in  regai-d  to'  the  sale 
of  intoxicating  liquoi's. 

The  happy  manied  life  of  this  gentleman  be- 
gan March  10,  1862,  and  his  bride,  was  Martlia  L., 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Lovisa  (Brooks)  Dexter. 
This  lady  was  bt)rn  in  Tyrone  Township,  Mareh 
9,  1839,  and  her  parents  are  natives  of  Chili,  Mon- 
roe  County,  N.  Y.     They  came  to  Michigan  in  the 


full  of  1«38,  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of 
Mr.  Dexter,  Mareh  26.  1879.  The  religious  pro- 
clivities of  Amos  Dextei-  were  in  tlie  direction  of 
Ihc  Protestant  Methodist  Chui-ch,  but  later  in  life 
lie  liecame  a  Free  Methodist.  His  wife  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  as  himself,  and  having 
i-eared  t«  raatuiity  four  sons  and  eight  danghtei-s 
she  ijftssed  hei'  last  days  in  Tyrone  Township.  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mi's.  Street  are  active  and  devoted 
members  of  the  Congregational  Cliorcli,  .■iiid  tliey 
have  bj-ought  up  their  one  daughter,  Stella,  whit 
is  now  Mrs.  .1.  M.  Ita-ker,  in  this  faitli.  Mrs. 
Street  was  thrown  from  a  wagon  by  a  runaway 
team  in  .lune,  1870,  and  was  seriously  injured,  the 
lower  joint  of  the  spine  l>einj|:  broken.  She  was 
»  confirmed  invalid  three  years  and  has  never  en- 
joyed good  healtli  noi-  Iwen  able  to  labor  much 
since  that  disaster  oveitook  her.  She  is  possessed 
of  many  natural  talents  and  is  much' above  the 
avcj-age  in  intelligence  and  refinement.  Heing  of 
an  active  mind,  she  could  not  be  content  in  idle- 
ness, and  during  the  jNist  eight  yeai-s  she  has  em- 
ployed her  time  and  talents  quite  pi-ofltal>ly  as  a 
taxadermist.  She  now  possesses  one  of  the  most 
valuable  private  collection  of  birds  in  the  county, 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  her  labor.  The  speci- 
mens of  her  mounted  birds  and  fowls  attest  her 
skill  and  are  of  gi^esit  intei'est  to  all  students  of 
natuifil  hfslory. 


1^^ 


rS.  A\'ID  V.  SMITH  is  a  general  farmer,  liv- 
I  |1)  ing  upon  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
^^^  acresin  Meridian  and  AlaiedonTownshii>s. 
He  was  hoi-n  in  Schoharie  County,  neai' 
Middleburg,  N.  V.,  .lune  6,  1834.  Mis  father.  Kli 
Smith,  was  bora  in  the  same  place  in  1806,  and 
was  also  a  fanner.  In  1837  he  moved  into  Wash- 
tenaw County  arid  there  remained  for  a  few  years 
and  in  1 840  enme  to  Ingham  County  and  settled 
in  Alaiedon  Township  i-n  what  is  now  known  as 
the  PeiTy  Stevens  farm. 

During    Ihe    seven    years    Eli    Smith    remained 
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upon  his  farm  in  Ingham  County  he  made  a  num- 
ber of  improvements  upon  the  place.  At  that 
time  thei-e  were  but  few  eettlers  in  the  township. 
From  tliat  place  they  moved  into  Clinton  County 
find  there  remained  for  eight  yeara.  Thence  he 
went  to  Kliiawassee  County  where  the  father  died 
in  188.5.  Our  subject's  mother,  Sally. (Scran ton) 
Smith,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  she  died  in 
Alftiedon  Township  in  November,  1851.  Oursub- 
jeiit's  grandfatlier,  Noah  .Smith,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation.  This 
branch  of  the  .Smith  family  is  of  English  and 
Scoti'h  ancestry. 

During  his  younger  days  David  helped  with  the 
farm  and  attended  the  district  school  when  an 
opportunity  pi'esented  itself.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  commenced  taking  care  of  himself,  working 
as  a  day  laborer  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years 
old.  At  that  time  the  auspicious  event  of  his  mar- 
riage occurred.  Tlien  wedding  was  celebrated 
April  14,  1863.  Oui  subjects  bride  was  Misa 
Lydia  -Jane  Holden  daughter  of  Tobias  Holden,  a 
farmer  and  mechanic  of  Alaiedon  Township.  She 
was  born  January  la,  1838,  m  Dearborn,  Wayne 
County,  this  State.  Hei'  father  was  foreman  of 
the  mechanics  and  carpenters  who  constructed  the 
fort  at  Detroit.  He  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1806,  and  died  in  his  eighty-third  year. 
The  first  American  ancestor,  Randall  Holden,  came 
to  the  I'nited  States  and  settled  in  Norwich,  R,  I., 
in  1642.  The  coat  of  arms  is  still  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  Mrs.  Smith's  mother  was,  before 
her  marriage,  Harriet  Lewis.  Her  decease  occur- 
red in  1862.  She  was  a  cousin  of  William  C. 
Bouek  who  was  Governor  of  New  York  in  1786. 
Mi-s.  David  .Smith  was  educated  in  the  Detroit 
public  schools  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  cul- 
ture and  has  a  decided  talent  in  the  composition 
of  metrical  literatui-e.  Mr.  and  Mre.  Smith  have 
been  blest  with  two  children. 

The  son  and  daughter  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  by  name  Ida  May  and  Lewis 
H.  respectively.  The  former  was  born  October  6, 
1864.  She  married  Charles  C.  Case  who  now  lives 
in  the  State  of  Washington;  they  have  one  child 
—Robbie,  who  is  four  years  old.  Lewis  H.,  a 
farmer   in    Alaiedon    Township,   who   was  born 


May  13,  1868,  married  Flora  Webster  of  Kne 
Ijake;  they  also  Itave  one  child,  Ida  Pearl.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Blue  lx>dgc  No.  252,  of  Okemos.  He 
is  also  a  Royal  Arch  Masou  of  the  Williamston 
Chapter.  Politically  he  is  an  enthusiastic  Demo- 
crat and  has  always  tekeu  an  active  interest  in 
county  affairs.  He  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  very  hospitable  people  and 
are  representatives  of  that  class  whose  pleasure  is 
in  making  this  world  a  happier  and  brighter  abode. 


^r^jILBERT  CUSHMAN  \  geneial  farmer  on 
III  (=.  sections  9  and  10,  Mr  C  uishman  has  learned 
^Jl|  the  secrets  of  nature  and  wience  m)  thor 
oughlyas  toinsuresuccessinhis  dealings  with  these 
fickle  deities.  His  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  which  is  fan,  ■irible  land.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County,  this  State, 
December  25,  1836.  He  is  a  man  of  Charles  Gush- 
man  who  was  a  nati\  e  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
there  born  in  1792  He  n  as  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith  and  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  man, 
purchasing  a  farm  north  of  Lansing  in  DeWitt 
Township,  Clinton  County.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlera  in  that  township  and  there  died  in  his 
sixty-third  year. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
during  whicli  time  he  attended  the  country  school 
and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  His  health 
failing  him  at  that  time,  he  went  to  California, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  during  which  he 
regained  his  health  to  a  great  extent.  On  return- 
ing to  his  home  he  was  manied  in  December,  1862, 
to  Miss  Bertha  Cornwell  of  Delhi  Township.  She 
died  August  5,  1880,  and  two  years  later,  Nov- 
ember 9,  our  subject  was  married  to  Olive  Joy  of 
Meridian  Township.  Two  children  were  boni  of 
this  union — Bertha  born  April  25,  1884,  and  Lena, 
June  10,  1866. 

After  the  first  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of 
whom  we  we  writing,  he  moved  to  a  farm  'which  he 
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ovned  comprising  forty  acres  near  Delta  and  tliei-e 
remained  for  thre$  years.  He  tben  sold  an  A  moved 
upon  an  eighty-acre  tract  near  by  where  he  re- 
mained four  years.  On  selling  the  place  above 
[spoken  of  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of  which 
there  was  only  about  twenty  acres  cleared  at  the 
time.  He  has  improved  this  erecting  a  comfortable 
and  conveniently  an-anged  house  which  is  now 
about  seventeen  .years  old.  He  has  also  added 
good  barns  and  outbuilding  and  the  place  pi-eients 
a  neat  and  attractive  appearance  He  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  har<4  work  in  oider  U  gel  his  pio 
perty  in  the  shape  that  it  now  i^ 

Gilbert  Cnshman  is  not  connected  with  an\ 
religions  body.  His  wife  is  -i  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  C'hm'cli.  He  is  i  menibei  of  the 
Farmers' Alliance  at  Okemci  this  State  as  i-  ^l«o 
his  wife.  A  J>emocrat  in  politics  he  h&i  always 
cast  the  weight  of  his  vote  and  influence  with  that 
party,  but  lias  no  ambition  to  h  jid  township  ufflee 
He  and  his  wife  ai-e  representative  people  if  the 
township  and  are  intelligent  and  refined 

Mrs.  ('ushman  was  bom  in  Oakland  Couiitj 
Mich,,  December  29,  1854.  When  she  was  a  small 
child  her  parents  moved  into  Meridian  Township. 
this  coimty.  She,  is  n  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Diantha  Joy  and  her  father  now  makes  his  home 
with  her.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer.  The 
lady  was  formerly  a  teacher,  having  a  record  of  , 
thirteen  terms  successfully  dischai^d  in  Ingham, 
(Clinton  and  .Shiawassee  Counties.  She  also  taught 
one  term  at  Ilendeiison,  Mich.,  and  wherever  she 
has  been  her  praises  as  an  educator  may  be  heard. 


EB.  HtJSLEY.     Many  of  the   native  sons  of 
the  Wolverine  Slate  are  now  active,  enter- 
•  prising   business    men    and    farmers.     This 

fact,  coupled  with  the  wonderful  prosperity  and 
advances  which  have  been  made  in  every  depart- 
ment of  living,  emphasizes  the  truth  that  Michi- 
gan is  becoming  one  of  the  mature  States  in  the 
sisterhood  of  commonwealths,  and  that  it  can  no 


longer  bn  classed  among  the  younger  of  the  nuiii- 
l.>er.  .\mong  these  sons  who  are  thus  honoring  the 
home  of  their  birth  we  are  ple-ased  to  name  Mr. 
Iloslej-. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Deerfield 
Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich, and  his  natal 
day  was  Febi-uary  20,  1845.  He  now  has  his  resi- 
dence on  section  18,  (.)ceola  I'ownship,  and  his 
home  has  been  in  Michigan  throughout  life,  with 
the  exception  of  four  yeai-s'  i-esidence  in  Texa«. 
whither  he  went  in  1884,  with  three  thousand 
head  of  sheep.  On  his  journey  he  lost  fifteen 
hundred  sheep  during  a  stormy  period  of  less  than 
nine  days,  and  the  experiment  was  a  most  disas- 
Irous  one  to  him  as  he  lost  in  all  some  111,500, 

riie  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  New- 
York  and  was  ft  farmer  by  occupation.  His  name 
was  William  Hosley,  and  he  was  married  in  Liv- 
ingston (,'ounty,  Mich.,  to  Hliza  11.  Beach,  who 
li\ed  to  complete  seventy  years.  The  grand- 
father, Joseph  Hosley,  was  also  a  New  Yorker  by 
biith,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  very  early  timei^, 
becoming  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Livingston 
County,  taking  up  land  on  the  section  where  our 
subject  was  born.  He  lived  to  exceed  etghty-foui' 
years.  Four  daughters  and  three  sons  were  giantcd 
to  the  parents  of  our  subject,  and  they  are  all 
living  and  have  established  homes  of  their  own, 
and  no  death  has  occurred  among  their  children. 
The  mother,  Eliza  Hosley,  was  the  first  of  tile 
family  to  l>e  called  from  eailh,  and  when  she 
passed  away  she  left  behind  her  twenty-five  grand- 
children who  will  ever  cherish   her  memory. 

Mr.  Hosley  is  the  third  child  and  second  son  of 
his  parents,  and  as  he  had  his  education  in  the 
pioneei'  days,  his  schooling  was  obtained  in  a  log 
selioolhouse,  after  which  he  went  to  Howai-d  City 
for  further  opportunities.  He  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
Christmas  Day,  18fi8.  His  bride,  Martha  Lawther, 
was  born  in  Howell  Township,  this  county,  Febru- 
ary '^  1844,  and  she  was  the  first-born  of  her  par- 
ents, James  and  Amarilla  (Harmen)  Lawther. 
These  were  early  pioneers  in  Michigan,  having 
come  from  their  native  homes  in  New  York  and 
Congecticut  respective l,v  tci  Genesee  County. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hosley  are  the  happy  parents  of 
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two  daughters  and  one  son,  and  to  all  of  them 
they  are  giving  excellent  opportunities  for  a 
liberal  and  thorough  education.  William  J.  is  a 
graduate  of  tlie  Ypsilanti  Business  College;  Nellie 
will  be  graduated  in  the  fall  of  1891  at  Ypsilanti, 
where  she  is  studying  short-hand  and  type-wril^ 
ing,  although  her  previous  education  had  fitted 
her  tor  teaching  in  the  district  schools,  and  she 
bad  considerable  experience  in  that  line.  May, 
who  is  now  a  young  girl  of  thirteen,  is  still  at- 
tending school  and  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Hosley  has  a  handsome  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  is  well  improved.  He  is 
a  stock-buyer  and  shipper,  and  handles  from  tliree 
tliousand  to  five  thousand  sheep  every  year.  One 
year  lie  shipped  seven  thousand  to  the  Texas 
maricet,  but  now  malies  Buffalo  and  Chicago  hi'^ 
objective  points.  He  Iiandles  the  best  stock  that 
can  be  found  and  is  a  first-class  judge  of  the 
horse.  He  has  a  pair  of  Abdallah  stallion-  and 
lias  some  of  the  fastest  and  Ixist  bred  hoi-ses  in 
the  county.  His  jwlitical  views  are  in  accordance 
witli  the  declarations  of  the  Democratic  parly, 
and  he  is  intelligently  intei-ested  in  public  move- 
ments as  lie  feels  is  the  duty  of  every  patriotic 
citizen.  For  two  yeare  he  was  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  has  held  other  offices,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  schools.  He  was  also  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  eight  years  and  has  l>een 
Town  Clerk. 


4^^  ILBERT  I.  SARGENT.  The  beautiful  farm 
[//  ,— -  which  beai'i  the  suggestive  name  of  Maple 
*^jl'  Ridge raim,is located  on  section  26, Handy 
rovin«hip,  Livingston  County.  The  place  is  a 
model  of  igticultural  neatness  and  productive- 
ness, its  good  feature*-  in  this  direction  being 
beautified  by  the  taste  and  judgment  of  its  owner, 
who  came  to  this  plaice  in  1839  with  his  parents 
and  grandparents  He  now  farms  two  hundred 
acre*  and  finds  that  the  best  methods  and  the  latest 
improvements  in  agricultural  ways  are  those  that 
bring  him  the  largest  returns. 
Mr  ^l^nt  la  a  native  of  Rutland  County,  Vt,, 


being  there  born  March  23,  1836.  He  is  a  son  of 
Ii-a  and  Harriet  (Ray)  Sargent,  who  were  also  na^ 
tives  of  Rutland  County,  Vt,  nie  former  was  a 
carpenter  and  millwright  and  followed  his  calling 
until  he  came  West,  at  which  time  he  settled  on  a 
part  of  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
son.  It  was  at  that  time  heavily  timbered.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandfather  came  West  at  the 
same  time  and  settled  in  the  same  section,  contin- 
uing t-o  live  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1871.  His  wife  was,  prior  to  her  marriage.  Miss 
Lydia  ('liurchill  from  Vermont.  She  preceded  him 
to  the  better  land,  passing  away  in  186"2.  They 
had  a  lar^  family  and  each  member  was  obliged 
to  do  his  or  her  share  to  make  ends  meet.  Politi- 
cally the  old  gentleman  was  a  Republican.  His 
son  and  our  subject's  father  was  engaged  m  farm- 
ing and  working  at  his  trade  until  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1842.  He  was  a  Whig.  The 
wife  still  survives  and  makes  her  liome  with  tlie 
gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing.  She  has  at- 
tained to  a  good  old  age,  being  seventy-eight  years 
old.  Four  children  came  Co  brighten  the  house- 
hold life:  They  are  Emily,  now  Mi's.  W.  A.  Dor- 
rance,  of  Deerfield,  this  county;  our  subject;  George 
F..  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  Everett  D.,  of  Howell 
Township. 

Gilbert  I.  Sargent  was aflforded  all  the  advantages 
in  an  educational  way  tliat  could  be  obtained  at 
that  early  day,  that  is,  he  learned  the  three  R's  in 
a  log  schoolhouse  in  his  district.  He  has  always 
remained  on  the  farm,  after  reaching  his  majority 
taking  possession  of  the  pla«e  to  which  he  has  since 
added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  He 
lias  also  other  flue  property  in  the  city  of  Howell 
where  it  is  liis  intention  to  soon  erect  an  elegant 
home  and  retire  from  the  proprietorship  of  his 
fann.  Success  has  crowned  his  efforts  in  this  in- 
dustry and  he  has  taken  advantage  of  the  means 
which  he  lias  to  enjoy  as  much  as  possible  .the 
pleasures  of  life,  having  traveled  quite  extensively 
and  having  learned  much  of  the  resources  of  our 
counti-y  from  pereonal  observation. 

"Lives  shall  not  miss  their  counterparts  and  each 
shall  meet  its  own."  Mr.  Sargent  met  his  fate  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Sarah  Foster,  of  Iosco  Town- 
sh^,  this  county.     She  was  a  daughter  of  Martin 
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R  and  Susan  (Hallack)  Foster,  early  settlers  of  tliis 
State.  Theii'  marriage  was  solemnized  in  Januaiy 
1862.  Aft«r  a  number  of  years  of  wedded  happi- 
ness the  wife  died  in  1879.  After  some  time  our 
subject  was  again  married  to  Miss  Belinda  Dyer, 
of  Callioun  County,  this  State.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Orvil  and  Lucinda  (Andrews)  Dyer,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  eame 
West  to  Michigan  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Calhoun  County.  There  they  resided  until  death 
claimed  them  for  his  own.  Mrs.  Sargent  is  the  only 
child  of  this  couple.  No  children  have  gi'acod  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife. 

The  beautiful  farm  which  is  owned  by  Mr.  Sar- 
geflt  is  given  largely  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  shows  his  pro- 
gressive tendencies,  however,  by  affiliating  with 
the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Grange.  Of  the 
first-named  body  he  has  been  Vice-President  and  is 
enthusiastic  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
masses  of  the  people  who  are  laborers.  Agenerous- 
spirited  man  he  has  given  libei'aUy  of  his  store  to 
the  upbuilding  of  churches,  schoolhouses  and  roads. 
The  farm  upon  which  he  at  present  resides  com- 
prises two  hundred  acres,  and  is  represented  by  a 
view  on  another  jiage.  A  sojourn  in  its  pleasant 
home,  that  is  suri-ounded  with  trees  and  rolling 
lawns,  and  dewy  meadows,  would  be  an  ideal  one 
to  the  urbanite.  we^ry  of  tlie  daily  stiuggle. 


=p.^_|-^| 


J^AVIDU.  l>U'riX>N.  This  respited  farmer 
)|)  residing  on  section  5,  Unaditla  Township. 
^  Livingston  County,  is  a  son  of  David  D«t- 
ton,  St.,  a  native  of  Connecticut  who  was 
bovu  August  i,  1792  and  of  Vashti  Langdon,  who 
was  born  in  Southington,  Conn.,  Septembei'  27. 
1795.  This  worthy  couple  were  married  Novem- 
ber 27,  1816,  in  Southington.  The  grandfather, 
Moses  Dutton,  of  Southington  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  afterward  an  officer  in  the 
State  militia.  In  his  later  yeai's  he  removed  his 
family  tD  Chautauqua  County,  N.   Y.,  where  he 


was  a  pioneer,  and  died  in  1855,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-four  years. 

The  Dutton  family  originated  from  tlii-ee  broth- 
ers wlio  came  to  Connecticut  from  Denmark  in  the 
early  Colonial  days.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father, Asahel  I^angdon,  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith in  Southington  and  died  in  1852,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six.  His  was  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
ps  the  Langdons  have  been  known  since  the  found- 
ing of  the  colony.  After  marriage  David  and  Vashti 
Dutton  removed  to  Vienna,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  became  pioneers  and  lived  until  1834, 
when  they  came  to  Michigan.  While  in  Oneida 
County  Mr.  Dutton  operated  both  a  sawmill  and  a 
farm. 

Upon  emigrating  to  Michigan  the  Dutton  family 
settled  in  Lima  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  but 
in  1837  made  their  home  on  section  5,  Unadilla 
Township,  this  county.  It  was  then  all  wild  land 
and  after  building  a  log  cabin  the  young  man  pro- 
ceeded to  fell  the  trees  and  prepare  the  land  for 
tillage.  Red  neighbors  were  more  plentiful  than 
white,  and  wild  animals  abounded.  He  had  but 
little  more  means  tlian  enough  to  buy  forty  acres 
of  land,  and  after  improving  this  he  added  to  it 
eighty  acres  more  of  forest.  He  was  a  temperate 
man  in  his  habits,  never  using  either  liquor  or 
tobacco.  He  tookalively  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters voting  witli  the  Republican  party,  and  was  for 
a  number  of  years  Assessor  of  Unadilla  Township, 
Both  he  and  his  excellent  wife  were  charter  mem- 
bei-s  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliureh  at  Plainfield.  He 
died  May  29,  1867. and  his  faithful  companion  sui-- 
vived  liim  until  l>eceml>eL-  21,  188L  Fourof  tlieir 
nine  children  are  now  living. 

David  O.  Dutton  was  born  April  Vi,  1827,  in 
thieida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  therefore  seven 
years  of  age  when  the  family  emigrated  to  Mich- 
igan, where  he  acquired  a  limited  education  in 
the  log  schoolhousc.  He  had  to  make  himself  use- 
ful uix>n  the  farm  while  very  young,  and  helped 
to  fence  tlie  first  field  here  when  so  small  that  he 
and  his  brother  were  barely  able  to  carry  a  rail 
between  them,  Hardshii>s  and  privations  were  his 
lot  through  all  those  early  years,  and  many  a  night 
he  went  to  sleep  crying  from  hunger.  He  was 
faithfully  devoted  to  his  .parfents  and  cared  for 
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them  and  made  his  homo  with  them  until  the  day 
of  their    decease. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr,  Dutton  began 
April  13,  1852,  when  at  the  home  of  his  bride's 
l>ai-ents  in  Iosco  Township  he  was  married  to 
Mercy  Jane  Wright,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
IJeboi-ah  (Bullis)  Wright,  natives  of  New  York, 
where  they  were  born  in  1799.  Mr.  Wright  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  his  grandfather,  William 
Wright,  was  a  lievolutionary  soldier.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wright,  came  to  Michigan  in  18o0,andafter;?(jend- 
ing  two  yeare  in  Iosco  Township  they  removed  to 
Ingham  Countj',  and  after  a  few  yeai-s  made  their 
final  liome  on  eighty  acres  of  unbroken  soil  in 
Woodhuli  Township,  Shiawassee  County.  Mrs. 
Wright  i>assed  from  earth  June  19,  1882,  and  her 
husband  died  August  12,  1886.  Tliey  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
living.  Mrs.  Dutton's  birth  took  place  April  7, 
1834,  in  the  village  of  Jordan  N.  T.,  and  she  was 
sixteen  yeare  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Mich- 
igan. She  received  her  education  at  the  pai-cntal 
fireside,  and  was  well  trained  in  both  domestic  and 
book  learning. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dutton  have  been  horn  four 
children,  namely:  Cliarles  O,,  bom  March  15,  1853, 
and  married  to  Jane  Longneeker;  George  11.  born 
June  5,  1858,  who  took  to  wife  LillieMapes;  Asa- 
hel  L.,  bom  February  15,  1863.  and  married  to 
Minnie  Glenn;  Orin  .T,  born  July  24,  1868,  who  is 
unmarried  and  has  devoted  some  time  to  teaching. 
Mr.  Dutton  has  two  hundred  and  twenty-live  aci-cis 
nearly  all  under  cultivation.  On  another  itage 
appears  a  view  of  his  residence  which  was  built 
in  1861.  He  also  put  up  the  other  buildings  on 
the  farm  and  is  still  actively  carrying  on  the  work. 
The  Protestant  Methodist  Church  is  the  religious 
organization  with  which  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  actively  connected  and  Mr.  Dutton  has  served 
as  Class-Leader,  Steward  and  Trustee,  besides  being 
a  worker  m  the  Sunday-school,  as  he  at  one  time 
superintended  the  school,  and  his  wife  has  been  a 
teacher  therein.  He  has  ever  kept  up  his  interest  in 
political  matters  and  is  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  served  Ills  township  botli  as  High- 
way Conimissionerand  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  heie.    In 


his  principles  he  is  a  strong  temperance  man.  Dur- 
ing all  Mrs.  Duttou's  married  life  she  has  never 
kept  hired  help  although  she  was  not  blessed  with 
daughters  to  assist  her. 

Charles  R.  Dutton,  a  brother  to  our  subject,  was 
a  member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan 
Infantry  and  served  almost  three  years.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  was 
captured  and  retaken,  and  was  killed  before  Peters- 
burg, Jane  17,  1864,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  child 
Carrie  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Bowers  of 
Handy  Township.  The  eldest  brother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  Timothy  Dutton  and  was  killed  Septem- 
ber 21,  1840  by  a  horse  falling  upon  him.  His  sis- 
ter Jane  E.  was  bui-n^d  to  death  March  22,  1838, 
in  the  log  house  on  this  farm.  Allan  C.  is  now  a 
retired  physician  living  at  Eaton  Kapids  Mich ;  Asa- 
iiel  L.  is  a  farmer  of  Unadilla  Township.  This  is 
a  family  of  true  patriotism,  as  all  the  sous  who  did 
not  enter  the  army  sent  substitutes  which  they  pro- 
vided personally. 


^?^USTAV  J.  BAKTCKIi.     From    the  earliest 


G 


if  "W  history  there  has  been  a  medium  and  repre- 
^JJ(  sentative  of  values  current  in  use  in  com- 
merce, and  money  changers,  as  they  were  called  in 
classic  days,  or  bankers,  as  they  are  now  more 
generally  known,  set  up  their  stalls  with  balances 
in  the  niidst  of  every  market  place.  Shylock  wa> 
not  b.y  any  means  the  first  usurer  to  demand  the 
pound  of  flesh,  but  we  aie  all  willing  in  the  time 
of  need  to  pay  the  pound  to  relieve  pressing  and 
present  necessity,  to  whatever  verge  of  despei  ation 
it  may  later  push  us.  The  German  people  have 
been  among  the  foremost  in  commercial  circles  in 
reaping  a  rich  harvest  from  the  banking  business 
and  many  of  the  largest  and  most  important  bank- 
ing institutions  are  carried  on  by  Germans. 

Mr.  Baeleke,  who  is  a  banker  in  the  village  of 
Brighton,  Brighton  Township,  Livingston  County, 
although  an  American.by  birth  and  bringing  up. 
having  been  born  in  Genoa  Township, thiscounty. 
June  7, 1842,  is  of  German  parentage.     His  father 
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was  also  Gustav  Ba«toke,  a  native  of  Germany, 
there  bom  in  1804.  He  came  to  America  in  1836 
and  soon  proceeded  to  the  infant  State  tfiat  received 
the  distinctive  name,  the  Wolverine  (State,  because 
of  the  great  numi)er  of  wolves  fonnd  tliore  in  the 
early  day.  lie  came  to  this  country  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  finding  a  demand  for  liis  services  in 
New  York,  as  an  ai-chitect  and  builder.  About  the 
time  that  Michigan  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as 
a  State,  general  attention  was  attracted  naturally 
in  this  direction,  and  Mr,  Baetcke.  finding  extensive 
emigration  liither,  deteimined  to  himself  come 
to  this  State  and  coming  West  by  boat,  landed  in 
Detroit  July  4,  1836. 

Our  subject's  father  located  in  Genoa Towusliip, 
Livingston  County,  and  there  took  up  a  tract  of 
Government  land  having  concluded  to  engage  in 
farming.  The  country  was  quite  new  and  he  was 
one  of  the  first  settlere.  He  at  once  bent  his  effoiis 
to  clearing  and  improving  his  fann,  having  before 
him  the  ideal  of  the  beautiful  farms  in  the  Father- 
land. He  was  a  successful  farmer,  cultivating  to 
the  highest  extent  the  tract  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, and  after  the  German  fashion,  making  it 
yield  him  successive  crops  in  the  same  season.  He 
was  a  highly  respected  citizen  in  the  locality  and 
much  esteemed,  not  only  for  his  acknowledged 
business  ability,  but  for  his  courteous  and  gentle- 
manly dealings  with  his  associates.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  was  very 
influential  in  organizing  the  first  church  of  that 
denomination  in  Genoa  Township,  not  only  en- 
couraging it  by  word  and  deed,  but  by  making 
himself  one  of  its  chief  supporters  during  his  life- 
time. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Mias  Ann  C.  Hartman,  like  her  husband,  a  German, 
but  having  preceded  him  to  this  country  by  one 
year,  coming  to  America  in  1835.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing and  although  quite  advanced  in  years,  is  in  tlic 
full  possession  of  her  faculties  and  quite  vigorous. 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
helping  on  the  good  work  of  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel  by  word  and  deed.  She  has  been  the  mo- 
ther of  throe  children,  but  only  two  of  these  are 
now  living,  our  subject  and  R.  E.  Baeteke. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  the 


farm  which  his  father  purchased  and  cleared  on 

coming  to  this  State.  The  mdiments  of  his  edu- 
cation were  aoquired  in  the  district  school  of  the 
vicinity,  namely, — in  the  log  school  house,  where 
the  assortment  of  books  was  heterogeneous,  and 
the  birch  switch  was  a  more  subtle  pereuader  than 
the  eloquence  of  the  teacher.  He  enjoyed  besides, 
one  term  of  school  at  Howell  aud  he  also  received 
the  advantage  of  one  tenn  in  the  German  school, 
perfecting  the  knowledge  of  his  father's  tongue 
which  he  had  leai-ned  in  the  home  circle,  and  which 
he  has  since  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage 
to  him  in  the  conduct  of  liis  business.  About  the 
time  he  of  whom  we  write  became  of  age,  he  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  his  regi- 
ment January  4,  1864,  it  being  the  Twenty-second 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  served  until  September 
20,  1865.  His  I'egiment  meantime  was  brigaded 
with  the  First  Midiigan  and  Mechanics'  Corps  for 
aboiit  four  montlis.  They  joined  Gen.  Sherman 
and  mai'ched  to  Atlanta,  from  which  place  they 
went  with  Gen.  Thomas  to  Chattanooga  acting  as 
his  headquarters  guard. 

After  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Baeteke 
resumed  his  early  avocation,  that  of  farming,  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  this  he  continued  to  pur- 
sue until  Maroh,  J891,when  he  moved  to  Brighton, 
having  purchased  the  bank  in  the  ]H-evious  month. 
This  institution  was  established  by  Dr.  B.  H.  Ijiw- 
son  in  1871,  Jt  is  now  conducted  as  a  private 
mstitution  and  under  the  i)resent  management 
merits  the  confidence  that  it  enjoys.  It  is  operated 
under  the  firm  name  of  G,  J.  liaeteke  &  Co.,  and 
although  it  is  in  its  infancy,  under  the  present 
regime  it  has  already  acquired  a  high  standing, 
not  only  in  the  immediate  locality,  but  throughout 
the  surrounding  country  and  especially  among  the 
agricultural  class  with  whom  our  subject  has  been 
associated  for  years. 

He  of  whom  we  wjite,  inaugurated  his  domestic 
felicity  in  1874,  at  which  time  he  married  Amelia  F. 
Gartner,  who  was  born  near  Detroit.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  B,  F.  Gartner  who  was  a  boot  and  shoe 
manufacturer,  and  died  February  3,  1888.  Mr.  and 
Mi-s.  Baeteke  are  the  parents  of  tjiree  children 
who  are  Leora  C;  Clara  A.,  and  Gustav  G.  Our 
subject  is  a  Bepubiican  in  his  political  afiiiiatiou. 
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Hehasbecn  Supervisor  of  Genoa  Township forflvc 
terms  and  has  served  in  tlie  capacity  of  Ti-easnrer  for 
two  terms.  He  has  several  times  been  delegate  to  tlie 
State  Oonventioiis,and  in  1888,  was  the Kepubiican 
candidate  for  the  Probate  Judgeship  for  this  county. 
His  party  was,  however,  in  the  minority  to  the 
number  of  about  four  liundred,  and  in  consequence 
ho  was  defeated,  although  at  the  expense  of  only 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  votes.  Socially  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. In  his  church  relations  he  is  a  meml>er  of 
the  Lutheran  denomination  in  this  town,  audi)  one 
of  the  most  generous  supporteis  of  that  body  in 
this  placf.  Mr.  Baetcke  is  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acj-es  of  good  land  on  sections  23 
and  26,  of  Genoa  Township,  Upon  it  are  the  best 
of  improvements. 


eAPT.  WILLIAM  M.  HORI'ON.  We  are 
X»leased  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
our  readere  a  citizen  of  Handy  Township, 
Livingston  County,  who  stands  higli  in  tlie  estima- 
tion of  his  neig-hbors  and  is  justly  considered  one 
of  the  most  prominens  men  in  the  oounty,  He  is 
a  progressive  and  successful  fanner,  whose  splen- 
did estate  of  two  hundred  and  three  aci-es  lies  on 
section  3,  Handy  Township,  and  his  beautiful 
home  which  he  erected  in  1885,  is  admired  as  one 
of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  ngrictdtural  por- 
tion of  Livingston  Count*-.  I'lMjn  Ins  farm  lie  lias 
a  beautiful  orchard  whicli  i.*  exceedingly  pi-odnct- 
ive  and  most  thoroughly  cultivated. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Hartland  Township, 
this  county,  and  is  a  son  of  John  G.  and  Charlotte 
(Ormsby)  Horton,  both  natives  of  the  Empire 
State,  The  father  came  to  Michigan  as  long  ago 
as  1836,  and  settled  upon  a  fai-m  in  Hartland 
Township,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  there.  While 
living  on  the  old  homestead  he  was  afflicted  by  the 
loss  of  his  wife  and  he  moved  to  t)ceota  Township 
somewhat  later  and  there  he  died.  In  those  early 
days  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  Uetroit  for  his  sup- 


plies and  thus  had  a  trip  of  fifty  miles  to  market. 
He  was  exceedingly  useful  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  his  township  and  was  also  a  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  rode  the  cii-euit. 

This  pioneer  couple  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  but  our  subject  and  his  sister  Mary,  Mi«. 
Robinson  of  I^ansing,  are  all  that  remain  of  that 
once  happy  household.  The  parents  of  John  G. 
Horton  were  William  L.  suid  Eunice  Ti-acey  Hor- 
ton, both  of  whom  were  born  in  New  York. 
.  William  Horton  was  a  farmer  who  made  liis  home 
in  Wisconsin  about  the  year  1850,  and  was  there  . 
engaged  in  farming  until  called  from  earth's  activ- 
ities by  the  angel  of  death.  Four  sous  and  three 
daughters  filled  this  home  and  three  of  them  aiv 
still  living,  namely:  Sai-ah,  Mrs.  Nichols;  Char 
lotte,  Mi-s.  Sheppard,  of  Missouri;  and  Carrie,  Mi-s, 
Harmer,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  JUr.  Horton  wac 
William  Ormsby;  he  and  his  wife  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  brought  up  upon  their  farm  two 
daughters,  Charlotte  (Mrs,  Horton)  and  Laura  (Mrs. 
Keslei-).  They  were  people  of  deeply  religious  con- 
victions and  earnest  life  and  Mr.  Ormsby's  views 
on  political  question  led  him  into  alliance  with 
the  Whig  party. 

After  growing  up  upon  the  farm  and  taking  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Oeeola  Township, 
young  Horton  enlisted  when  only  nineteen  yeai-s 
old  in  the  service  of  his  country,  joining  Com- 
pany E,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Regiment.  He 
entered  as  a  private  but  during  the  three  years  of 
his  service  lie  was  regularly  promoted  to  the  offi- 
ces of  Coi-poral  and  First  Lieutenant,  and  placed  in 
command  in  a  colored  regiment  and  continued 
with  that  body  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  whs 
more  tlian  ordinarily  favoied  as  lie  received  no  in- 
juries with  the  exception  of  two  scratches  from 
rebel  bullets.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Mine  Run 
and  all  through  the  campaign  of  the  Wilderness, 
Cold  Harbor,  siege  of  Petersburg.  Reames  Station, 
and  in  many  skirmishes,  and  with  his  colored  regi- 
ment he  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Richmond  and 
was  present  when  Lee  surrendered  t-o  Grant  at  Ap- 
pomattox. 

Having  received  liis  honorable  discharge  at 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  Capt.  Horton  came  home   and 
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devoted  himself  to  i'ecm)evating  his  healtli  and 
pi-epariiig  for  future  usefulness.  During  the  sec- 
ond winter  he  taught  school  in  Oceola  Township, 
and  then  for  two  years  studied  at  Albion 
after  which  he  attended  the  Commercial 
(irand  Rapids,  whei-e  he  leai-ned  telegi'aphy  and 
received  his  diploma.  He  now  took  a  position  as 
telegrapher  at  Rockford  on  the  Grand  Rapids  & 
Indiana  Railroad  and  after  one  year  took  the  sta- 
tion at  Fowlerville  for  the  Detroit,  Lansing  & 
Northern  Road.  Here  he  served  for  thirteen  years, 
after  which  he  gave  up  i-ailroading  and  devoted 
himself  to  agriculture. 

The  bride  wlio  came  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Hortou 
111  1873  was  Loana  L.,  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Clarissa  t^Maelt)  Leavens,  New  Yoi-k  people,  who 
came  t*»  Michigan  about  1867  and  made  their  home 
near  Coruniin,  Shiawassee  County.  After  nwliilc 
tJiey  removed  into  the  city  of  Conmna,  biil  later 
made  tlieir  home  in  Fowlerville.  until  eailed  hence 
by  death.  Their  three  eliildi-en  were  Mi!*.  Hortoii, 
Emory  and  C'lara  (Mrs.  Fexer).  -lay  <!.  is  the 
name  of  the  little  son  wln>  has  come  to  brighten 
the  little  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Ilorton  and  in  his 
training  and  education  the  parents  were  united  in 
true  parental  solicitude.  Mr.  Horton  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
He  has  well  filled  the  ofHce  of  Supervisor  of  the 
township  and  upon  the  School  Board  has  done 
much  for  the  cause  of  education. 


\f[  OHN  C.  PHILLIPS,  of  Okemos,  is  a  siioe- 
I  maker  by  trade.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
^K^li  of  Verona,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1821, 
'^^  and  hence  is  now  able  to  look  back  over  a 
period  of  seventy  years  of  progress  in  which  society 
has  been  lieneflted  by  the  discoveries  in  science  and 
arts,  and  the  broadened  view  which  the  general 
public  are  taking  of  life  in  its  broader  aspect. 

Our  subject's  father,  Joab  Phillips,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1792.  Ho  was  origin- 
ally a  farmer  but  later  in  life  learned  the  carpenter's 


and  joiner's  trade  and  worked  at  that.  He  died  in 
Stockbridge,  Mich.,atagood  old  age.  Themaideo 
name  of  our  subject's  mother  was  Ruth  Case.  She 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1793,  and  died  in  1865.  When 
the  original  of  our  sketcli  was  about  five  3-ears  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  when 
old  enough  he  was  induced  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
trade.  Never  having  received  any  educational 
advantages  up  to  the  time  of  learning  his  trade  he 
sought  to  make  up  for  this  lack  of  opportunity  by 
attending  a  night  school  where  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  a  common-school  education.  He  re- 
mained in  Lockport  engaged  in  his  trade  until  his 
twenty-third  year,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ksther  L.  Phillips,  of  the  same  place,  a  lady  bear- 
ing the  same  family  name  but  in  no  way  related 
to  him.  Three  children  were  born  of  tliis  marriage 
— Abiier  P.  was  born  in  1847;  he  is  now  living  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  his  daughter,  Ida,  is  now  keep- 
ing house  for  Jier  gi-andfather,  and  to  lier  Mr. 
PhilliiJS  is  devotedly  attached;  .John  A.,  born  in 
1858,  is  a  telegraph  operator  and  the  head  of  a 
large  family. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  left  New 
York  and  bought  a  fine  farm  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  acres  north  of  Ann  Arbor, 
this  State.  He  lived  there  for  nearly  twenty-thi'ee 
years,  spending  a  portion  of  the  time  engaged  at 
his  trade  m  Stockbridge.  He  finallj-  sold  his  farm 
and  in  1868  bought  a  place  adjoining  the  Michigan 
State  Agricultural  College.  He  kept  this  for  about 
twenty-two  yeai-s,  improving  it  greatly,  and  on 
selling  it  he  moved  to  Okomos,  where  lie  has  lived 
at  four  differenttimes, coming  here  finally  in  1889. 
Mr.  Phillips  lost  his  wife  in  1881. 

During  the  war  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
an  enthusiastic  Union  man.  lie  enlist«d  twice  but 
for  personal  reasons  was  induced  to  hire  a  substi- 
tute each  time.  He  was  finally  drafted  but  was 
thrown  out.  The  hire  of  his  substitutes  and  ex- 
jjense  attending  his  drafting  amounted  to  over 
*1,360,  Mr.  Phillips  has  now  a  very  fine  farm  in 
Williamston  County  where  he  intends  to  reside  in 
the  near  future.  He  is  allied  with  several  frater- 
nities among  which  are  the  Odd  Fellows,  which  he 
joined  in  Milan,  the  Free  Masons,  of  which  he  be- 
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came  a  member  in  Stockbridge,  the  "No  Nothings" 
and  the  Fenians  in  Linden.  In  politics  ho  is  now 
an  Independent  although  he  has  l>een  conneet«d 
with  the  Republican  party  and  was  once  elected 
Town  Clerk  of  Stoekbridge.  He  now  votes  for 
tlie  best  man  iri-espeetive  of  party.  Mr.  Phillips 
has  passed  through  some  stormy  scenes  in  life's 
battles  but  has  always  been  honorable  and  upright 
in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men. 


J"]OSEPH  H.  W 
are  so  many 
1    successful  in 
_  '    life  in  the   -^ 


,  WILCOX.  The  fact  that  there 
I  many  men  who  have  not  only  been 
commercial  and  agricultural 
;  Wolveiine  State  but  who  have 
accumulated  large  fortunes,  speaks  well  for  the  re- 
soui-ces  of  the  State  as  well  as  the  accumulative 
ability  of  its  inhabitants  He  of  whom  we  write  i^ 
a  capitalist  of  no  mean  itaudmg  bem^  a  powei  in 
commercial  circles  not  onh  m  the  immediate 
vicinityof Howell  Li\ing8t  nLountt  butthrough- 
out  the  county.  He  is  a  native  cf  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.  and  wis  there  bom  November  7 
1809.  Heis  ason  ff  Toseph  ind  Sibvl  (Wnght) 
Wilcox,  natives  of  Ehode  Ishnd  and  Connecticut 
^  respectively.  The  fatliei  was  a  fanner  and  had 
seven  children.  Of  these  onl\  oui  subject  la  now 
living.  The  family  names  however  in  otder  of 
birtb  are  Harry,  John  SalH  Hairiet  Toseph  H 
Marvin  and  Delilah  Oui  subject  s  paternal  grand 
father  was  Matthew  Wilcix  a  native  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. He  also  was  a  famiei  and  a  soldiei  m  the  Wai 
of  the  Revolution.  The  Wilcox  family  are  of 
English  ancestry  and  their  progenitors  are  of  the 
most  honorable  standing  in  tlie  mother  country. 

Reared  a  farmer  lad,  our  subject  did  not  enjoy 
many  of  the  benefits  of  advanced  education. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  and  acquired 
there  what  was  necessary  to  a  practical  business 
education.  He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his 
father  with  the  general  farm  work  until  he  was 
twenty-four  years  of  age  and  was  then  engaged  in 
fanning  on  his  owp  account  and  also  employed 
himself    at  carpenter    work.     His  first  real-estate 


deal  was  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  and  there  he 
farmed  until  1854,  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

On  coming  into  the  State  the  original  of  our 
sketch  settled  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the 
;    townships  of  Iosco  and  Marion,  living  on  the  same 
j   until   1865,  when  he  moved  to  Howell  and  pur- 
:   chased  a  house  and  four  lots,  also  eight  acres  of 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  village.     This  last- 
named  tract  he  platted  and  divided  into  city  lots, 
calling  it  the  Wilcox  Addition  to  Howell.     He  has 
built   three    houses    and    bought   and    sold   many 
others  since  coming  to  the  village, 

In  1866  Mr.  Wilcox  opened  the  first  lumber 
yard  in  Howell  and  continued  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  four  years  when  he  sold  out.  He  also  had 
charge  of  the  railroad  survey  from  Howell  to  Lan- 
sing and  is  the  only  man  in  Howell  who  gave 
money  t«  the  building  of  that  road.  He  was 
elected  a  Director  of  the  road  was  most  generous 
in  his  donation  not  only  of  money  but  of  land 
foi  the  earthing  foiward  of  the  enterprise.  He 
was  als()  a  Director  of  the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor 
Railioad  and  hlled  the  same  position  on  the  How- 
ell t  Lansing  Railroad  giving  his  time  and  atten- 
ti  n  ftr  about  thiee  jears  to  the  woi'k.  It  is  an 
mdisputatle  fact  that  Ml  Wilcox  has  done  more  to 
id\inte  the  mteiests  <f  lailroad  enterprise  than 
an>  man  m  tit  ctiinti  He  has  Ijeen  the  one  to 
tall  meetingi  tike  sulsciiptions,  collections  and 
endeavor  in  even  jtossible  way  to  interest  the 
]  efple  at  laige  m  opening  up  the  country  by  i-ail- 
load 

He  f  whom  we  write  was  for  many  years  a 
middleman  ii  the  woe  1  interests,  buying  the  clip- 
pings of  wool  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  and 
shipping  to  Kastern  manufacturers.  November  13, 
1833,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Bush,  of  Pompey,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Content  (Grimes) 
Bush,  natives  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  there 
a  farmer  and  the  head  of  a  family  that  numbered 
twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living. 
They  are,  Mi's.  Wilcox,  Mrs.  Wright,  Romaine, 
Thomas,  Mrs,  Strickland,  Mrs.  Wicks,  Isaac,  Will- 
iam and  Mrs.  Miller.  The  three  who  are  deceased 
ftie   Alexander,  Charlotte  and  Lester.    Mrs.  Wil- 
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cox's  paternal  grandfather  was  Cohrad  Ru!<l).  ii 
Revolutionarv  soldier  of  German  birth  and  parent- 
age, having  come  to  America  when  eighteen  years 
of  age.  His  wife  was  Mfiry  Watson.  He  was  the 
ownsr  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  and  a  very 
wealthy  farmer  for  his  time.  His  family  numbered 
twelve  children.  The  fathei'  of  Content  Grimes 
Bush  was  Thomas  Grimes,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Greenfield  ftrimes,  both  natives  of  the  Eastern 
States.  They  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  were 
daughters. 

Our  subject  had  a  family  of  five  children;  they 
are  Candace  who  died  in  infancy;  William  II., 
Calvin;  Charles  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  Rosette.  The  eldest  son  married 
Laura  Smith  and  by  this  union  is  the  fatlier  of  five 
cliildren — Charles,  Joseph  H.,  Belle,  Mott  and 
Maude.  Calvin  married  Mary  J.  Horton;  Rosette 
is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  F.  Peavy  and  is  the  mother 
of  six  children — William,  George,  Homer,  Calvin, 
Edith  and  Ethel.  Politically  he  of  whom  we  write 
ftfDlates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  with  his 
wife  has  been  identified  with  the  Chiistian  Chui-eli 
for  many  years  and  they  have  been  liberal  sup- 
port^irs  of  that  body  in  the  city.  Mr.  Wilcox  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  the  enter- 
prises of  the  community  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  both  far  and  near. 


JAMES  M.  CHRISTIAN.  Now  in  the  mend- 
lau  of  his  life  and  his  business  success,  he  of 
whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
citizens  in  i^eroy  Township,  Ingham  County, 
where  he  is  known  as  a  pioneer,  whose  efforts  in  a 
philanthropic  way,  as  well  as  the  building  up  of  a 
fortune  for  himself,  are  known  and  recognized  by 
all  who  are  willing  to  render  justice  to  a  good 
man.  He  residss  on  section  27,  Leroy  TownsJiip, 
where  he  has  a  beautiful  home  and  all  the  comforts 
of  rural  life! 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Onondaga  County,  March  17, 
1833.     He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Good- 


win) Christian,  his  father  a  native  of  New  York 
Sl^te,  Our  subject's  Grandfather  Christian,  and  a 
brother  were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  while  still  in  early  boyhood  he  was  incul- 
cated into  the  mysteries  of  agricultural  life.  The 
advantages  of  education  were  unfortunately  denied 
him  almost  entirely,  he  receiving  the  rudiments  of 
what  he  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  He  is 
in  education  as  in  financial  standing  a  self-made 
man,  having  by  nature  a  fondness  for  books  and 
being  a  thoughtful  and  careful  reader.  To-day  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  fine  library,  and  the  latest  works  in 
the  best  class  of  literature  are  found  on  his  reading 
table. 

Accepting  Hoi-ace  Greeley's  advice  to  "go  West- 
young  man."  he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  Countj',  on  his  pres- 
ent farm.  His  constancy  of  nature  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  he  has  never  since  moved,  although 
there  must  have  been  many  discouragements  at 
various  times  in  his  career.  He  settled  in  the 
woods  and  cleared  up  the  farm  by  chopping  down 
the  trees  and  burning  out  the  slumps.  He  htw 
made  it  what  it  is  to-day  by  the  hardest  effoi'ts  and 
has,  besides,  done  much  pioneer  work.  The  town- 
ship had  only  forty  voters  when  he  came  here  and 
he  has  witnessed  its  growth  to  Its  present  fine  pro- 
portions. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  instituted  a  home  Jan- 
uary 1,  1868,  and  placed  thereover  as  mistress  his 
wife,  Caroline  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Natlian  Jones, 
who  was  formerly  a  pioneer  in  Leroy  Township, 
Ingham  County.  As  the  yeai-s  jMJSsed  by  little  ones 
grew  up  around  them  until  their  family  numbered 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pi'es- 
ent  time.  They  are  Mary,  Jenny,  Wealthj',  Ii'a, 
Blanche  and  Florence.  The  first  named  is  the  wife 
C.  F.  Teachout;  Jenny  ia  the  wife  of  G.  IX  Mann, 
and  wealthy  is  the  life  companion  of  William  Wy- 
gant.     The  younger  children  are  still  at  home. 

The  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
fertile  and  productive  land,  Mr.  Christian  has  made 
his  place  a  model  farm,  giving  to  it  constant  and 
unceasing  attention.  His  present  competency  he 
has  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts,  as  when  he 
began  life  as  a  young  man  be  had  but  19  in  money 
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to  start  out  with.  Our  subject  is  a  member,  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  in  favor  of  every  meas- 
ure that  promises  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  class 
to  which  he  belongs,  believing  that  legislation 
should  look  as  much  to  the  betterment  of  the  agri- 
culturists as  to  that  of  the  manufacturers,  Mr, 
Christian  has  served  in  positions  of  public  trust, 
having  been  Highway  Commissioner  for  several 
years,  during  which  time  he  accomplished  much  in 
improving  the  condition  of  these  avenues  of  tralfie 
and  travel,  and  was  Township  Superintendent  for 
Ave  years.  He  lias  also  been  School  Moderator  for 
many  years  and  is  a  progressive  man  in  regard  to 
educational  matt«i-».  For  many  years  he  and  his 
■wife  have  been  associated  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  And  he  is  now  acting  as  Class-Leader 
and  also  does  the  work  of  the  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  chui-ch.  He  of  whom  we  write  haa  acquired 
his  success  in  life  by  a  steady  adlierence  to  a  fixed 
outline  of  purpose.  He  is  justly  classed  among  the 
intelligent,  public-spirited  and  enterprising  agricul- 
turists of  Ingham  County. 


^^EORGE  SCHREPFER.  The  annals  of  the 
II!  ~.  poor  boys  who  become  rich  men  are  to  be 
^^11  found  everywhere  in  America  and  nowhere 
more  than  in  the  rich  and  fertile  West,  for  here  it 
is  that  the  virgin  soil  gave  of  lier  wealth  to  the 
sturdy  seeker  after  success.  It  is  not  alone  to  the 
native-bom  that  this  good  fortune  has  come,  but 
many  who  came  from  the  older  countries  of 
Europe  (where  generations  of  hardships  and  pov- 
erty had  disheartened  the  people)  have  found  in 
the  New  World  the  prosperity  which  they  never 
could  have  looked  for  at  home. 

Our  subject  who  is  now  a  prosperous  resident  of 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  was  born 
August  5,  1832  in  Byran,  Germany,  his  honored 
parents  being  Henry  and  Catherine  8chrepfer,  who. 
upon  their  farm  reared  five  children  to  maturity. 
Tho3e  children,  Christie,  Barbara,  Rachael,  George 
and  John,  have  all  established  homes  and  families 


I    of  their  own,  but  our  subject  is  the  only  one  that 

has  crossed  the  ocean  and  found  his  home  in  the 

United  .States.     Before  coming  to  America  he  took 

I   the  advantages  of  a  thorough  German  education 

;    which  is  given  to  every  son  of  Germany,  and  at 

the  age  of  nineteen  he  decided  to  emigrate  and 

upon    reaching   this   country,  made    his    home  in 

Philadelphia.     After  one  year  in  that  city  and  two 

I   years  in  Baltimore  he  decided  to  make  a  visit  to 

the  old  home  and   spent  the  winter  Of   1858-59 

;  in  Germany. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of   1859  that  our   subject 

returned  from  his    native  land  and   came    to  De- 

,    troit,  whence  he  journeyed  to  Howell,  by  stage, 

j    bringing  with  him  his  intended  wife,  to  whom  he 

was  married  the  following   year.     Subsequent  to 

I    this    happy  event  the    young  husband  purchased 

I   forty  acres  of  land  upon  which  he  now  resides  on 

j    section  29,  Cohoctah  Township. 

I        This  land  was  covered  by  dense  forests  and  the 

!    young  wedded  couple  moved  into  their  log  hut, 

which   had    but   one    door  and  one  window,  and 

there  they  lived  in  humble  contentment  for  many 

1  a  year.     Prosperity  attended   the   efforts   of  Mr, 

I    Schrepfer  and  he  was  able  by  economy  and  thrift 

I   to  accumulate  a  large  property.     He  at  one  time 

I   had  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  eighty  of  which 

i   he   gave  to  his  son,  and  he  has  himself  with  his 

I   strong  right  arm  cleared  the  trees  from  about  one 

hundred    and    twenty  acres,  and    has  placed  sub- 

i    stantial    and  fine    improvements    upon    hia  fai-m. 

!   His    beautiful   residence   and    good  barns  form  a 

striking  contrast  to  the  little  log  house  in  which 

I  he  and  his  wife  made  their  first  home,  but  in  the 

new  home  there  is  no  more  happiness  and  content- 

!    inent  than  was  to  be  found  in  the  humbler  abode, 

j        The  happy  marriage  of    George  Schrepfer  and 

I   Mary  Read  took  place  in  November  1860  and  the 

bride,  who  was  bom  September  25,  1838,  is  a  daugh- 

;   terof  NicholasandKnutguintc(Bar)  Head.  Mr.and 

1    Mrs.  Read  reared  to  maturity  three  sons  and  six 

!    daughtere  and  one  son  and  four  daughters  came  to 

,    America.     Their  mother  died  in  Germany,  but  the 

father  came  to  Michigan  and  ended  his  days  here, 

I    He  lost  one  son  in  the  Franco-Prussian  War  and 

I   another  son  still  resides  in  Germany. 

I        He  of  whom  we  write  has  ever  cherished  a  warm 
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regard  for  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and  during 
tlie  dark  days  of  the  Civil  War  he  showed  him- 
self a  loyal  citizen,  afld  enlisted  Mareh  29,  1865, 
in  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  in  August,  1866,  and  then  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  farming  operations. 

The  ten  children  who  were  born  to  George  and 
Mary  Schrepfer  are:  Henrietta,  John,  Maggie, 
Henry  M.,  Mary  E.,  Fred  R.,  Anna,  Carrie  P., 
Laura  and  James.  Henrietta  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
Hetehler,  and  Maggie  is  Mi's.  George  Bush.  The 
youngest  son  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
Fred  R.  has  established  his  own  household.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  devout  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Chui'ch  and  have  proved  themselves 
botji  active  and  liberal.  This  successful  man 
landed  in  New  York  with  but  *1  in  his  pocket 
and  liis  success  in  life  can  only  be  attributed 
to  his  unfli^ging  and  persistent  industry,  liis  wise 
foi-ethought  and  his  prudent  thrift.  He  has 
adopted  the  political  views  of  the  Republican 
party  and  is  active  in  promoting  its  success,  but  is 
in  no  sense  a  politician. 


i?^  THOMAS  HILL,oneof  the  prominent  cilizens 
{i^\\  '^^  Lansing,  and  a  practical  and  intelligent 
V^/  machinist,  is  engaged  in  the  plumbing,  steam 
and  gas  fitting  business.  He  was  born  in  Edinburg, 
Votland,  or  rather  in  Kirkcaldy,  a  suburb  of  that 
city,  his  natal  day  being  March  27,  1843.  His 
father,  Peter  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Edinburg,  was 
also  a  machinist  and  in  1845  removed  to  Ghent, 
Belgium,  where  he  was  engaged  to  put  up  some 
flax-mill  machinery-  He  was  in  that  line  of  work 
for  three  years  «iid  then  was  employed  three  years 
longer  by  the  same  company  in  building  locomo- 

In  .  352  Peter  Hill  came  to  America  and  located 
for  one  year  in  Milwaukee,  but  finding  business 
dull  there  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  Kellogg's  machine  shop,  building  marine   j 
engines.     He  was  afterward  in  the  employ  of  the  ! 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  eleven  years  later   j 


put  up  a  machine  shop  of  his  own.  He  and  his 
estimable  wife  still  reside  in  Detroit.  He  is  a  Uni- 
tarian in  his  religious  lielief,  and  a  Republican  in 
politics.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Goodall  and  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  being  the 
daughter  of  Capt.  Goodall,  who  followed  the  whal- 
ing business  through  life,  and  after  his  death  his 
son  stepped  into  his  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Hill 
have  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughter. 
From  the  age  of  two  until  he  was  eight  yeare 
old  Thomas  Hill  lived  in  Belgium  and  studied  in 
the  Belgian  schools.  He  then  sailed  from  Antwerp 
with  his  parents  and  after  being  seven  weeks  on 
the  ocean  landed  in  New  York  city,  whence  the 
family  went,  as  we  have  seen,  fii-st  to  Milwaukee 
and  afterward  to  Detroit.  He  attended  school  in 
that  city  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  plumber,  serving  with  Dudley  & 
Holmes  of  Detroit  for  three  years  and  six  months, 
after  which  he  worked  for  them  six  months  longer 
and  then  left  the  business  to  engage  with  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Railroad  as  fireman,  but  after  a  few 
months  he  went  into  the  shops  of  that  railroad 
eorpoi'ation.  After  an  apprenticeship  of  three 
years  in  the  machinery  business  under  S.  A.  Sweet, 
the  master  mechanic,  he  worked  at  the  trade 
in  difl'erent  shops  and  then  went  as  engineer  on  the 
lakes  for  five  seasons,  during  which  time  no  acci- 
dents befell  his  boat. 

In  October,  1871,  our  subject  went  into  the  City 
Hall  of  Detroit  aa  engineer,  and  was  the  first  one 
appointed  in  the  new  City  Hall  in  which  he  served 
for  throe  yeai-s  and  four  months.  Next  he  went 
to  Jackson  and  entered  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Michigan  Central  liailroad  and  after  two  years  was 
appointed  by  the  hoard  of  State  Auditore  as  engi- 
neer of  the  State  Capitol.  Tliis  board  consisted  of 
D.  C.  Holden  of  Grand  Rapids,  Secretary  of  State, 
Col.  McCi-eaj-y  of  Flint,  and  Gen.  Partridge  of 
Bay  City.  Receiving  this  appointment  in  1879, 
he  eame  here  at  once  and  took  charge  of  his  post 
and  received  the  appointment  with  every  success- 
ive term  \intil  the  Democratic  party  came  into 
power.  In  1883  Mr.  Hill  was  made  engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Capitol  and  grounds  and 
had  under  his  care  the  whole  building  with  the 
su peri n tendency  of  some  thirty  men.  He  held  this 
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po^iition  until  February  1,  IHSH.  He  made  improve- 
n)«nb4  ill  llie  macliiiiery  from  time  lo  time,  and 
wliiic  lie  endeavored  to  inanajfC-  tilt-  entire  bii&iiiesf 
on  eeonpmie  yrineiples  he  pvicceeded  in  giviiifr 
entii-e  satiftfaction  to  every  one.  He  liad  more 
tlian  ordinary  system  in  his  work,  and  every  man 
tinder  his  superintendenoy  understood  what  dutie* 
were  expetited  of  liim  and  that  lie  was  relied  on  to 
see  that  it  was  done.  No  lime  could  be  wasted 
And  no  work  neglected  but  everything  went  as  it 
were  by  clockwork,  although  the  mainspring 
was  in  the  character,  mind  and  determination  of 
Mr.  Hill. 

A  few  weeks  after  leaviu-;  the  employ  of  the 
State  All'.  Hill  oiiened  the  biisinesf  which  he  is  now 
earrying  ou.  He  has  a  pleasant  home  at  the  corner 
of  Capitol  Avenue  and  Lenawee  Street,  over 
which  his  wife,  who  was  Miss  Ixiuii^  W.  Sullivan 
(if  Detroit,  pi-esideN  with  grace  and  dignity.  Tiiis 
lady  was  reared  and  edui'at^d  in  her  native  city 
and  is  a  daughter  of  l^wrence  Sullivan,  who  Ite- 
fore  his  deatti  was  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Doti'oit. 
The  maniage  of  Mr.  ajid  Mrs.  Hill  t(K(k  plac«  in 
Detroit  October  19,  1864,  and  they  have  six  inter- 
esting childi-en,  namely:  Mand  E.,  I^ouise,  Stewart 
(ioodall.  Pearl,  Eva  and  Harry  Connant.  Mr.  Hill 
is  identified  with  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1,  V.  A  A.  M. 
of  Detroit  and  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Lansing, 
being  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Knighti  of  the 
Maccabees  in  this  place.  He  is  a  sti-ong  Republican 
in  ilia  convictions  and  is  frequently  made  a  dele- 
gate to  county-  and  State  conventions.  He  is  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  breadth  of  view  and 
his  intelligence  and  affability  make  him  a  most 
agreeable  eompanion. 

A  litliographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hill  is  presented 
in  connection  with  this  biographical  sketch. 


^^^EORiiE  W.  COLEMAN,  D.  D.  S.  Eor  the 
iff  (SS)  ^*  twenty  years  the  gentleman  whoise 
^^JS  name  is  at  tlie  head  of  this  sketch  has  been 
in  possession  of  the  largest  practice,  as  a  dentist, 
in     Lansing,  Ingham     County.      He  here  opened 


his  office  September  lH.  1872,  and  during  that 
time  has  alleviated  mueh  suffering,  and  e.xtracted 
inan>  a  wicked  molar,  that  by  it's  excrutiating 
suigc'  of  pain,  rouses  one's  whole  nervous  oi'- 
ganization  into  a  state  of  I'evolt  and  rehcUiou. 
Peihaps  the  day  will  come  when  we  will  learn  to  take 
'.uch  good  care  of  onr  teeth  that  dentists  will  have 
no  occasion  for  the  practice  of  tlieir  profes^on, 
imt  thej'  will  always  lie  remembered  kindly,  even 
in  sueh  a  blessed  state,  for  the  good  they  have 
done. 

Dr.  Coleman  was  l>orn  in  liattle  Creek,  Michi- 
gan, February  ;1.  1«48.  He  is  a  son  of  William  H. 
and  Lucretia  (Merritt)  ('oleman,  and  received  his 
education  in  his  native  place,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  office  of  lir.  Oeoi^  P.  Holmes,  iiaving 
bound  himself  to  the  doctor  for  a  period  of  three 
lears  in  order  to  learn  the  profession  of  dentistry. 
He  uHH-eover  paid  $HW  for  the  privilege  of  study- 
ing under  tlie  doctor  for  the  first  year.  At  the 
sc*<»nd  year  he  received  small  renumeration  for 
the  services  that  he  was  able  to  give,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  was  released  by  Dr.  Holmes 
from  his  bond.  He  then  entered  the  Cincinnati  Col- 
lege of  Dentistry  and  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '71. 

Thus  prepared  for  the  pi-actice  of  his  profession, 
he  located  at  Olivet,  Michigan,  wliere  he  set  up  his 
lii'st  operating  chair.  This  was  a  common  rocker, 
a  bona  tide  operating  chair  being  an  extravagance 
tiiat  he  could  not  at  tliat  time  afford.  However, 
he  Iiegan  witii  the  determination  of  working  his 
way  up,  and  indeed,  he  was  very  successful,  re- 
maining in  Olivet  until  August,  1872,  after  which 
he  came  to  I-ansing  and  located  in  the  block  where 
he  now  is.  He  has,  by  his  attention  to  business, 
and  his  skill  in  his  profession,  built  himself  up  a 
practice  that  pays  handsomely  and  has  also  gained 
a  prominent  place  among  his  professional  brethren. 

Dr.  Coleman  has  practiced  continuously  since 
coming  to  the  city,  witli  the  exce[)tion  of  two  ami 
a  half  years,  when  iie  was  in  the  f^^nsing  National 
Itank,  the  latter  part  of  which  time  he  held  tin; 
IKisition  of  Receiving  Teller,  but  resnmed  his  pr<j- 
fession  without  a  break  in  bis  large  practice.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  State  Dental  Associa- 
tion and  keeps  well  abreast  of  the  times  in  all, 
things  pertaining  to  his   profession.     During  this 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


599 


month  (August,  1891)  he  is  attendance  on  the 
Association  which  meets  this  year  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie, 

The  original  o!  our  sketch  took  upon  himself 
the  responsibilities  of  married  life  March  27,  1872, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Emily  Mc- 
Donald, a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  R.  Mc- 
Donald, residents  of  Battle  Creek.  MiB.  Coleman 
is  a  lady  of  exceptional  attainments,  being  talented 
and  accomplished,  besides  having  a  striking  per- 
sonal attractiveness.  At  the  time  ot  their  mar- 
riage, she  held  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Battle 
Creek  High  School.  Our  subject,  with  his  wife,  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  &nd  he 
is  therein  an  usher,  also  holding  the  office  of  Sec- 
retary of  the  Sunday-school.  They  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Gertrude  Louise,  who  is  an  attractive  miss, 
gifted  with  a.  bright  mind  and  pretty,  gracious 
manners.  Dr.  Coleman  is  a  man  of  high  reputa- 
tion and  one  who  is  liked  by  all. 


'^i^^  ^  1  ^  I^^Eii 


JfOHN  A.  MASTIC.     Tlie    gentleman    whose 
name  is  at  the  iiead  of  this  sketch  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  located 
on  section  26,  Handy  Township,  Livingston   ] 
County.     He  came  here  when  twelve  years  of  age,  ' 
in  1844,  his  parents  having  emigrated  westward  at  | 
that  time.     He  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N.  Y. 
in   1833  and  is  a  son  of  Asa  and  Sophia    (Ray) 
Mastic,   natives  of  Vermont  and  married  in   the 
same  State.     The  father  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith 
and  followed  his  calling    in  the  East.     He  only 
lived  two  months  after  coming  to  Michigan,  his 
decease  taking  place  when  he  was  forty-four  years 
of  age.     His  wife  survived  him  by  many  years,  her   i 
death  occurring  in  September,  1885,  and  her  inter-   | 
ment  taking  place  in  Handy  Township.     One  of  a   I 
family  of  eight  children,  our  subject  is  tiie  second   i 
in  order  of  birth.     They  are  Charles,  who  resides   | 
in   Lansing;    William    whose  home, is  in  Vermont;   ; 
Jane,   who  became  Mrs.  Steward;  Deliah,   wlio    be-   i 
came  Mrs.  Hall;  and  Mary,  who  is  Mrs.  Hoyt. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  scliools   j 


of  Handy  Townsliip  and  on  becoming  twelve  years 
of  age  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  de- 
pendent upon  himself  for  both  food  and  clothing. 
He  firat  began  to  work  out  for  farmei-s  and  later  in 
life  came  to  this  place,  in  1861  pui-ehasing  forty 
acres.  He  later  added  forty  acres  nioi-e,  only  five 
acres  of  the  last-named  tract  having  been  cleared 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase.  On  making  his  first 
investment  in  real-estate  here  a  cool  review  of  his 
position  showed  him  to  be  possessed  of  only  $50 
outside  of  the  bare  land.  He  had  no  team  and  no 
"farming  implements,  but  had  a  strong  constitution , 
a  keen-edged  ax  and  a  young  wife  who  was  in  her- 
self an  inspiration.  Together  they  set  to  work 
and  besides  rearing  a  family  made  of  their  place  a 
beautiful  home.  Our  subject  is  now  considered 
one  of  the  successful  fanners  of  this  township. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  doing  a  good- 
Samaritan  kind  of  work,  aside  from  what  lie  has 
accomplished  that  has  been  above  mentioned.  He 
has  reared  two  families  besides  his  own — that  is 
seventeen  people  in  all  that  he  has  clothed  and 
supported.  In  1860  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Caroline  Hoyt.  She  died  in  1880 
leaving  a  family  of  seven  children.  They  are 
Julia,  Frank,  Charles,  Bert,  Lydia,  Carrie  and  May. 
Julia  is  now  Mrs.  C.  Barry  and  is  tlie  mother  of 
two  children — Avery  and  Fred — and  a  resident  of 
Handy  Township.  Frank  married  Alice  Coleman 
and  has  one  son — Leaon;  they  reside  not  a  great 
distance  from  the  home  place.  Charles  married 
Lucy  Barber;  they  are  tlie  parents  of  one  daughter 
— Maude,  and  reside  in  Fowlerville.  Bert,  Lydia 
and  May  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Mastic  was  a  second  time  married,  Mrs.  Me- 
linda  Mann  becoming  his  wife.  By  her  previous 
marriage  she  was  the  mother  of  three  children-— 
Frank,  Minnie  and  Fred.  The  eldest  son  married 
Tinnie  Barry;  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter 
whose  name  is  Belle.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Fellows.  By  the  present  marriage  our 
subject  is  the  father  of  two  children — John  R.  and 
Gracie.  The  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  our 
subject  is  held  in  the  community  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  elected  to  the  most  honorable 
offices  and  which  are  the  pride  of  American  dis- 
tricts— those  of  the  school  and  educational  inter- 
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(wt".  Hf  lias  heeii  nn  inouinbont  of  these  p<>.4iti<)nM 
(*)*■  tlio  [Mtst  eighteen  yeai-s  and  lias  lieen  IWIi- 
maiitev  for  twenty  yeni-s. 

In  1877  Mr.  Mnstie  ei«cted  npon  liis  place  one 
of  the  l)est  hons^  in  the  township.  It  is  commod- 
ioHB  and  comfortable  and  pi-ovided  with  all  the 
conveniences  that  ave  so  necessary  to  i-ob  farm  life 
of  its  drudgery.  He  has  good  hams  and  outbuild- 
ing and  his  land  is  in  a  high  irtate  of  cultivation. 
A  iine  orchard  set  out  .vear^  ago  i«  now  a  source  of 
iioth  pleasure  and  profit.  Here  the  original  of 
our  skettrli  is  engaged  in  breeding  horses  of  piiri- 
bkiud  and  raising  cattle,  sheep  and  hogn. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  in  his  jjoli- 
ticnl  folloiving  a  Democi-at  and  an  ai'dent  l)eliever 
in  free  trade.  He  is  public  spirited  to  a  degree 
and  many  of  the  improvements  of  the  township 
have  Iwen  greatly  forwai-ded  by  his  euterprLsie, 
having  helped  to  build  roads,  stthool-hoiises  and 
churches.  On  moving  into  his  first  i-esidence, 
which  is  the  log  cabin  above  mentioned,  he  lived 
at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  nearest  neigh- 
lK)r,  the  country  lietween  them  being  a  thickly 
wooded  tract.  Personally  Mr.  Mastic  is  a  genial, 
whole-souled  man  who  is  popular  with  his  acquaint- 
ances and  associates.  He  is  five  feet,  six  inches  in 
height  and  weighs  about  two  hundred  pounds,  and 
is  a  man  of  great  strength  and  endurance  as  can  lie 
conjectured  from  the  amount  of  work  which  he 
has  accomplished. 


'•^^=^-^^^^ 


J  11  KR(JMK  W.  HAND.  The  life  sketch  which 
li  we  now  lay  before  our  readers,  is  that  of  a 
ll  man  who  has  made  his  infiuence  felt,  not 
^_J  only  during  the  quiet  days  of  peace,  but 
when  the  dark  clouds  of  war  hung  over  onr  land. 
At  that  time  he  joined  hand  in  hand  with  his 
ncigliboi-s,  and  upon  the  battle-field,  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  his  comrades  in  defense  of  the 
old  Hag,  and  he  now  feels  that  the  country  foi- 
which  he  fought  is  dearer  to  him  than  if  he  had 
remained  at  home  in  her  hour  of  distress. 

This    gentleman    lives    upon    a    lieautiful  and 


well-cultivated  farm  of  Hftj-  acres,  situated  u|)on 
section  lit,  Howell  Township,  Livingston  (.Vjunty. 
I'pon  it  ra»y  be  seen  substantial  farm  buildings  and 
hei-e  is  mised  a  fine  grade  of  stock,  among  which 
we  may  name  full-blooded  Holsteiit  cattle  and 
graded  Short-horns  as  well  as  Hambletonian  and 
other  thoroughbred  horses. 

The  nativity  of  Mr.  Hand  wat  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y.,  April  30,  1«.S6,  and  his  iiarents 
were  Eben  and  I^usina  (Fuller)  Hand.  The  father 
was  a  contractor  and  builder  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  183.^,  and  having  settled  in  the  village  of 
Brighton  was  active  there  in  his  work  heii  g  the 
principal  builder  in  Brighton  for  many  years.  His 
death  ocviu'red  in  IS'IS.  Four  of  his  nine  children 
now  survive,  namely:  Lurinda  (Mrs.  Ogden), 
Rhoda,  Josephine  (Mrs.  Pryor)  and  our  subject. 

The  village  of  Brighton  was  the  scene  of  tin; 
boyhood  and  early  edutiation  of  Jerome  Hand  and 
he  i-esided  under  the  parental  roof  until  aftei- 
his  fathei''s  death.  He  then  worked  out  for  neigli- 
lioring  farmers  until  his  enlistment  in  Company  I, 
Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry  in  1865,  He 
was  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Mission  Ridge,  Ixjokont 
Mountain  and  Ctiickamauga,  and  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  July  18,   ISGH. 

\ttev  his  return  from  the  seat  of  war  Mr.  Hand 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  township  of 
Handy,  Livingston  County,  and  aft«r  living  upon 
it  two  yeai's  disposed  of  the  same  and  pureha.sed 
the  property  where  he  now  lives  and  which  he  has 
highly  improved  since  it  came  into  his  hands.  His 
neighljors  have  raised  him  at  diffei'ent  times  to  the 
ofHces  of  Road  Commissioner  and  Drainage  Com- 
missioner and  in  Ijoth  positions  he  lias  done  excel- 
lent service  for  the  township. 

The  marriage  ceremony  for  Jeivjine  W.  Hand 
and  Miss  Elma  Coonradt  was  |)erformed  at  the  home 
of  the  hride  in  1857.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Klizabeth  (Cogsdell)  (Coonradt.  both  of 
whom  were  boni  in  New  Brunswick.  N.  V.  Mr. 
Coonradt  was  a  farmer  who  came  West  in  183(5 
after  his  marriage,  and  settled  in  the  townsliip  of 
Milford,  Oakland  County  and  engaged  in  fanning. 
He  came  into  this  township  in  1867  and  settled 
upon  section  19,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
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and  lived  until  his  death  whicli  took  place  in  1875. 
Hit-  widow  survived  him  for  three  yeare  and  left 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Maiy  (Mrs.  Hunt),  Cfttherine(  Mrs.  IjOck- 
wood),  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Weaver),  Malinda  (Mrs. 
Hayes),  Ix>usia  (Mre.  Mann),  Leonard,  Eima  (Mi-s. 
Hand),  and  Hannah  (Mi-  Bu->h)  Mi-i  Sei^ei 
is  deceased. 

To  the  home  of  Mi  and  Mi-  Hand  tnoihilditn 
Ijave  c-ome  and  tltt\  Iteai  the  namet-  of  Seliut  D 
and  (.'alvin  L.  Tlie  ]iiincipk-  of  tlie  Uemoiialit 
I>arty  are  tiiose  winch  in  the  judgment  of  Mi 
Hand  are  bast  adapted  to  heciiie  thi  well  beinjjr  of 
the  citizent:!  of  oni  cunntiv  and  to  insure  the  pitf 
perity  of  the  nation  He  is  tnaident  audLfScient 
member  of  the  Gnnd  Vmn  of  the  Republu  and 
delights  in  its  reunion  He  lias  a  plea»>ant  hou"*- 
and  lot  in  the  village  of  Howell  but  prefers  to  re- 
side upon  his  farm  which  he  is  actively  earryiiiff  on. 


J-^UNAI.D  M.INTYRE.  Our  .*Libject  ha.s 
j]j  abandoned  active  business  life  wliik^  yet 
at  an  age  that  he  can  eiijoy  the  pleasm-es 
that  his  large  resoni'ces  can  give,  and  in 
this  he  shows  a  wisdom  greater  than  that  displayed 
by  the  majority  of  men. 

He  was  born  in  Monl^meiy  County,  N.  Y., 
September  19,  1831.  He  is  a  son  of  -lanies  and 
Mary  (McCall)  Mclntyre,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire (State.  Our  suliject's  father  wns  there  an  ex- 
tensive farmer,  but  f  oixiMceing  great  opportunities  in 
the  new  State  of  Michigan,  he  came  West  and  set- 
tled in  I'nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County, 
first  taking  up  a  (|uai-ter  section  of  (Jovernment 
land  of  the  class  that  is  known  as  oak  openings. 
On  his  newly  acquired  tract  be  erected  a  log  house 
which  he  made  his  residence  until  death  overtook 
him,  January  m.  1872.  His  wife  survived  him 
iinttljuue  1,  18t^;i. 

Our  subject's  patinial  grandsire  was  Donald  Mc- 
lntyre, whose  natal  day  was  July  16,  1759.  His 
wife   was    Ann     Mclntyre,  and    tliey  were    both 


natives  of  Scotland,  where  the  former  was  engaged 
as  a  shepbei-d,  but  after  coming  to  America  he  be- 
came a  farmer.  They  were  the  jtarents  of  eleven 
children,  one  of  whom,  .lohn  Mclntyre,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionaiy  War.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
oiih  nine  however,  now  living.  They  are  Don-aid, 
lane  Petei  Ann.  Hugh,  llora,  Mary,  James  and 
(anet  I  he  Lwo  who  are  de<'eased  are  Eliza  and 
Ruth 

Iheieligious  training  in  the  homestead  wa^  tliat 
of  the  I'reibyterian  denomination,  both  jiarenls 
being  membei-s  of  that  hoUy.  The  father  of  the 
fimilj  Has  a  Whig,  but  in  later  yeai-s  liecame  a 
Kepnblitan  He  was  honored  liy  several  positions 
within  the  gift  of  the  township  and  was  greatly 
lespected  <tB  a  man  of  integrity  and  good  financial 
stan<ling.  Our  suhjccl  was  raised  on  the  home 
farm  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
six  years  of  aa:e.  He  received  a  lil>ei'al  education, 
attending  select  schools  in  Ann  Arbor.  After 
tinishing  his  course  of  study  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Ingham  County,  this  State,  Iteing 
tlius  employed  both  l)efore  and  aft«r  man-iage. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  made  his  fii-st  pui-chase  of  land  in 
White  Oak  Toivnship,  Iiighaiu  County,  in  1868. 
It  comprised  eighty  aci'ea  of  land  and  he  built 
thereon  a  flue  hewed  log  liouse.  He  later  added 
other  land  and  impi-oved  this  so  that  it  liecame 
regarded  as  one  of  the  best  fai'ms  in  the  district. 
He  raised  tine  cattle  and  sheep  upon  the  place. 
( )n  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  our  subject 
enlisted  in  Company  A.  of  the  Fii-st  Michigan 
Engineei's  and  Mechanics  Uegiment,  being  mus- 
tered into  service  in  December  1863.  After  a  varied 
and  interesting  service  he  was  honorably  discharg- 
ed and  returned  home  October  1,  186.%  lie  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  memorable  march  from 
Atlanta  to  tlie  sea. 

After  returning  from  the  war  he  sold  his  |)lace 
and  moved  to  the  city  where  he  purchased  prop- 
erty in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  and  upon 
which  be  now  lives.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
in  18o8  to  Miss  Olive  M.  Herrick  of  Waterloo, 
Jackson  County,  this  State.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  M.  and  Sarali  E.  (Newman)  Herrick, 
natives  of  Kew  York  where  the  former  was  a  boot 
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and  shoe  maker.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1845  and 
settled  in  Waterloo,  engaging  soon  after  in  farm- 
ing. Of  eight  children  which  were  bom  to  this 
conple  only  four  are  now  living,  Isaac  N.,  William 
S.,  Sai-ah  E.  and  Olive  M.  The  parents  died  in 
.lackson  County,  after  a  long  association  with  the 
niembers  of  the  Presbyterian  religious  body.  The 
fllfthei-  was  originally  a  Whig  but  later  became  a 
Republican. 

The  original  of  onr  eket^h  has  a  family  of  Ave 
eliildren.  They  an?  George  H.,  Anna  M,,  Ella, 
Flora  B.  a  id  Donald.  The  eldest  son  married 
Mary  Smith;  they  are  the  ^veate  of  four  children 
(Jlenn,  Ethel,  Benjamin  H.  and  Josephine.  This 
son  is  a  farmer  by  calling  and  also  a  poJitician ;  he 
is  now  Supervisor  irf  the  township.  Anna  M.  is 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Smitli;  she  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren (irover,  Letiia  and  Mclntyre;  her  husband  is 
also  eii^agert  in  farming.  Ella  is  now  Mrs.  I.  J. 
King  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  I^ee  and 
Erma.  Mr.  Mclntyre  is  an  uncompromising  Re- 
publican. He  is  a  member  of  the  Union  Veteran 
I'nion.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  has 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  having  had 
nothing  to  begin  with  but  what  he  made  by  his 
own  efforts. 


^^1  RK  HELEN  L.  M.  LAKE.  One  of  the 
B  11,  most  potent  factors  in  the  civilization  of 
§  is  any  section  of  our  country  is  to  be  found 
"  in  the  character  and  inluence  of  its  women 

of  education  and  reftnement.  Not  only  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  them,  but  all  who  live  in  their 
vicinity,  are  insensibly  elevated  and  refined  by 
knowing  that  such  women  are  in  their  midst.  This 
is  trebly  true  when  such  characters  add  to  their 
influence  the  power  of  a  gentle  and  amiable  dispo- 
sition, which  is  effective  by  its  very  apparent  lack 
of  aggressiveness,  for  it  arouses  no  opposition 
and  leads  the  way  to  higher  things. 

Such  a  character  do  we  find  in  the  widow  of 
George  B;  Lake,  whose  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  all 


who  knew  him  when  he  passed  from  earth  in  1884. 
This  gentleman  was  bom  in  Howell  Township, 
Livingston  County,  in  1845,  and  was  the  son  of 
Rial  and  Mary  F.  (Bui-t)  Lake.  His  father  was  an 
educaeor,  being  at  one  time  a  professor  in  a  school 
of  high  standing  in  Philadelphia.  Vermont  was 
his  native  State  and  lie  came  to  Michigan  in  1838, 
settling  in  Howell  Township,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  through  all  his  later  years, 

Tlie  education  of  George  B.  Lake  was  carried  on 
ill  the  schools  of  Howell  and  was  supplemented  by 
home  instruction,  which  fitted  him  admirably  for 
his  matriculation  at  the  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor.  He  took  there  a  course  as  Civil  Engi- 
neer and  i-eceived  his  diploma  in  1869.  Subsequent 
to  his  graduation,  Mr.  A.  A.  Robinson,  who  was  a 
classmate  of  his  at  the  university,  wrote  him,  beg- 
ging that  he  would  come  to  Kansas,  where  he  (Mr. 
Robinson)  had  secured  a  position  on  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  Mr.  Ijike  joined  his 
friend  and  became  Assistant  Engineer  in  1869.  In 
1871  the  young  man  had  advanced  to  the  position 
of  Division  Superintendent  of  the  Atchison,  To- 
peka &  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  five  years  later  he 
became  Superintendent  of  Track  and  Bridges,  In 
1878  he  took  the  position  of  principal  Assistant 
and  Consulting  Engineer,  and  in  1884  he  became 
Chief  Engineer  of  the  same  road.  During  the  same 
year  he  was  taken  sick  at  his  home  in  Topeka,  Kan., 
and  died  of  pneumonia. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lake  had  taken 
place  on  Christmas  Day,  1878,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  they  had  two  beautiful  children,  George 
B.,  Jr.,  and  Helen.  After  her  husband's  death  Mre. 
Lake  returned  to  her  home  in  Howell.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Z.  H.  and  Lutheria  (Johnson) 
Mai-sh,  both  of  wliom  were  natives  of  the  old  Bay 
State.  Dr.  Marsh  received  his  medical  education 
at  Jefferson  College,  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
took  his  diploma  and  practiced  his  profession  for  a 
short  time  in  a  small  town  called  Ware  Village,  in 
Massachusetts,  before  removing  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  remained  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  until  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Howell,  Besides  carrying  on  his  profession  here 
he  established  the  first  regular  drug  store  in  Howell, 
which  he  managed  for  twenty  yCars,  after  which 
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time  liis  liealtli  failefi  and  lie  retired  from  active 
lif*!.  He  lian  now  reached  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty  .yeai-s  and  was  bereaved  of  hw  lieloved  and 
faithful  mfe  in  1887.  Of  their  thi-ee  children  hut 
two  are  living,  Mrs.  Ijike  and  !ier  brother,  Edwin 
J.  Mai-sh,  who  is  a  lawyer  at  (irand  Kapids, 

Since  Mrs.  Lake's  return  to  Howell  slie  \\a»  built 
a  fine  greenhouse,  the  only  one  in  the  county,  and 
has  established  a  flourishing  business  in  cut  flowers 
and  [MJtted  i)laub^.  She  also  looks  after  her  farm 
in  the  township  and  lias  pi-oveii  hei-self  a  thoi-ough 
and  systematic  business  woman.  The  home  in 
which  she  and  her  children  reside  on  Hubble  Street 
is  the  scene  of  a  haimoiiious  household  and  a  hos- 
pitable abode.  She  is  a  lady  whose  education .  botli 
literary  and  musical,  made  her  a  true  helpmate  and 
n fitting <tom pa ni on  to  the  talented  and  highly  edu- 
cated gentleman,  with  whom  she  had  the  happiness 
to  s|>end  the  brief  years  of  tlieir  mariled  life.  She 
has  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  Jjiusing  and  1 
also  taught  music  in  Big  liapids,  Mich.,  and  j 
whei-ever  she  has  lived  and  in  whatever  cii-cle  she  ' 
has  inijvcd  she  has  been  alike  IvelovM  and  prized- 


EitWAIil)  CCIIAPIN,  one  ot  tlie  promiitent 
attorneys  of  the  city  of  l.ansing,  Ingham 
■  County,  has  his  office  at  Tfo.  108  Michigan 
Avenue  West,  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tiw  of  his  profession  since  1873.  He  is  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  was  horn  in  the  city  of  New 
Haven.  June  3,  1844.  His  father,  Rev.  S.  S.  Chapin. 
is  a  clergyman  of  the  Kpiscoi>al  Church,  and  his 
mother,  who  died  in  187ft,  was  .hilia  (Coan)  Cha- 
pin.  X'^ntil  fifteen  yeai-s  of  age  Mr.  ('hapin  lived 
live  years  in  New  Haven,  two  in  New  York  City 
nnd  eight  near  Norwich.  Conn.,  and  then  came 
West  with  his  jiarents  and  located  in  the  city  of 
Marshall.  Mich.,  where  his  father  had  lieen  called 
to  the  rectorship  of  the  Kpiscopal  ChniX'h  of  that 
lity.  Mr.  Chapin  as  a  boy  attended  school  in  Con- 
necticut and  in  the  city  of  Mai-shaih  aiid  gradua- 
ted at  Kacinc  College.  Racine,  Wis.,  receiving  the 
degree   of  Bachelor  of-Art-s   in    the  class  of  1867. 


After  finishing  his  college  lite  he  was  connected 
with  the  State  Department  ot  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan until  1871.  He  then  entered  the  law  offlceof 
Mcssi-e.Dart  &  Wiley,  in  l^nsing,  and  was  admitted 
to  pi-actice  in  1873  when  he  opened  an  office  and 
has  continued  in  practice  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Chapin  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Couit  Commis- 
sioner for  foin'  years,  and  was  also  City  Attorney 
for  the  city  of  Lansing  for  a  like  numlier  of  years. 
In  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Republieaa,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order;  lie  a  memlier  of 
the  Epi8COi»al  Chui-ch,  and  foi'  many  yeai-s  has 
been  one  of  the  Wardens  of  St,  Paul's  Chui-ch.  of 
I>ansing.  Mr.  ('hapin  was  married  on  April  22. 
1H74.  to  Klla  K.King,  of  -New  York  City.  They 
have  three  eiiildren;  Cornelius  King.  Boy  J>ike- 
inan  and  Mabelle  Kosc.  Sirs.  Chapin 's  father,  Mr. 
.lames  W,  King  made  his  home  in  l^ansingfrom  1871 
Hntil  his  decease  in  1884.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Hannah 
S,  King,  is  still  living,  and  resides  with  Mr.  Chapin 
andhis  wife.  The  Chapin  family  and  the  Coan 
family  were  all  of  New  Kiigland  stock,  as  wejv 
also  the  families  of  Mr.  and  King.  For  the  last 
four  years  Mr.  Chapin  has  been  i-onnected  with 
the  legal  department  of  Ihe  Minnea|>oIis,  St.  Paul 
it  Sault  St  Marie  Railway  company,  and  for  the 
last  two  yeai-s  has  l>een  one  of  the  directoi-s  of  the 
People's  Saving  Bank  of  West  Bay  City.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  businei's  in  connection  with  the  i-ail- 
riMid.  he    has  given    liis  attention    to  geiierii!  law 


^sSKORGE  W.  FREKJIAN.  The  maniifactui- 
'It  =f  ing  intei-estjs  of  fiansing  form  a  very  con- 
^^S  sideraiile  factoi-  in  tlie  development  of  the 
resourees  of  this  city  and  section  of  this  State. 
The  wealth  of  Michigan's  mines  and  forests  could 
never  have  been  transmuted  into  gold  had  it  not 
lieen  for  the  touch  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  which  ' 
ii)  this  instance  consisted  of  the  inventive  genius 
and  enterprising  spirit  of  the -men  of  the  State. 

Our  suhjectj  who  is  the  Secretary  and  Manager 
of  the   -Vnderson    Road  Cart  Company,  is  one  of 
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these  men,  bright,  shrewd,  enterprising  and  intelli- 
gent, who  have  helped  to  chsnge  our  State  fi-om  a 
wilderness  to  a  populous  center.  He  organized  the 
eompany  in  which  he  is  interested  and  is  a  thor- 
ough and  practical  manufacturer.  He  was  born 
in  LockiK>rt,  N.  Y.,  Marcli  12,  1844,  'his  father, 
Robert  Freeman,  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
later  becoming  a  farmer  in  New  York. 

Robert  Freeman  emigrated  from  the  East  to 
Farmington,  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  there  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  until  1855,  when  he  i-emoved  to 
Prairieville,  Barry  County,  and  made  that  his  final 
home,  as  he  passed  away  before  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  man  who  was  deeply 
interested  in  public  matters  although  he  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  them,  but  voted  the  Demo- 
cmtic  t!cket,and  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  F^piscopal  Chiu-eh,  His  wife, 
who  was  of  Welsh  descent,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  A.  Chapman.  Her  father  died  in  New 
York  and  she  lived  until  1885,  when  she  passed 
away  in  Michigan.  Eleven  children  have  called 
her  mother  and  six  of  these  are  now  living,  two 
sons  having  lost  their  lives  in  the  Civil  War. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  a  little  fellow  of  some 
three  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Micliigan,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  about  eighteen 
miles  from  Detroit,  and  he  was  eleven  yeai-s  old 
when  he  went  to  Barry  County,  where  lie  studied 
in  the  district  schools  and  early  went  to  work  upon 
the  farm.  After  his  father's  death  he  undertook 
the  management  of  the  old  fann,  which  consisted 
of  eighty-flve  aci-es,  a  tract  of  land  which  he  still 
owns  and  which  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
In  1863  he  became  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Regis- 
trar of  Deeds,  being  in  the  department  wliich  had 
charge  of  the  Abstract  of  Titles.  Here  he  remained 
for  one  year  only,  as  his  patriotic  impulses  led  him 
to  give  up  his  office  and  enlist  in  the  service  of  his 
country. 

The  young  soldier  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany E.  Fitty-flrst  Wisconsin  Infantry,  being  mus- 
tered in  at  Madison,  Wis.,  and  serving  until  the 
close  of  the  war  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  His 
regiment  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  raiding 
and  took  part  in  Price's  raid.  Mr.  Freeman  was 
detailed  as  clerk  in  the  Adjutant's  Department  and 


i   served  there  for  some  time.     In  the  spring  of  1865 
he  was  ordered  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  where  he 

;  was  mustei-ed  out  and  discharged  under  the  special 
'   order  in  July,  1865.     The  i-egiment  was  returned 
to  Madison,  from    wliich  point  they    dispersed  in 
!    August. 

j  The  oil  fever  was  now  at  its  height  and  the 
■  young  soldier  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  speculated 
I  for  awhile,  but  as  he  did  not  make  a  fortune  he 
1  soon  returned  to  Barry  and  again  entered  the  olflce 
j  of  the  Registrar  of  Deeds.  Here  he  continued  for 
I  five  years  and  in  January,  1871,  he  was  appointed 
I  Clerk  in  the  State  Department  under  Mr.  Stryker, 
!  in  1872,  and  finally  became  chief  clerk  in  his  office. 
I  He  served  for  four  terms  under  Messrs.  Httyker, 
I  Holden,  Jenniso,  and  Covant,  making  sixteen 
I  yeareof  faithful  service  in  this  office.  In  January, 
i  1887,  Mr.  Freeman  received  the  appointment  to 
I  the  office  of  Executive  Clerk  under  Gov.  Luce,  and 
I  by  virtue  of  his  appointment  he  was  also  Secretary 
I  of  the  Board  of  Pardons.  This  jxisition  he  filled 
j  until  October,  1887,  when  he  i-esigned  his  office  to 
!  enter  business. 

Mr.  Freeman  became  an  incorporator  of  the 
Anderson  Road  Cart  Company,  October  18,  1887, 
and  was  at  once  elected  its  Manager  and  Secretary 
t>eing  a  large  stockholder  and  one  of  the  Directors. 
The  business  has  been  greatly  enlarged  and  they 
now  manufacture  a  full  line  of  tlie  caits,  making 
a  specialty  of  road,  ti-ack  and  speeding  carts,  and 
turning  out  from  forty  to  fifty  vehicles  a  day.  It 
is  a  thorough  manufacturing  institution  and  makes 
every  part  of  every  vehicle  in  its  output. 

The  happy  home  of  our  subject  is  at  the  corner 
of  Ottawa  and  Claypole  Streets  and  the  lady  who 
is  the  presiding  genius  became  Mrs.  Freeman  In 
Grand  Rapids  in  1867,  her  maiden  name  was  Carrie 
A,  Mead,  and  she  was  born  in  Pishkill,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Finch  Mead,  who  became  an  early 
settler  of  Micliigan,  where  he  still  carries  on  a  fine 
farm.  Three  children  have  crowned  this  union; 
the  eldest  (George  L.,  is  already  a  young  business 
man  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Road  Cart  Com- 
imny,  while  Edith  E,  and  Joe  B.  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  Freeman  belongs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  to  the  Royal  Ai-- 
canum  and  to  the  Pofesters.    His  wife  its  tut  earnest 
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and  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
in  which  she  occupies  a  position  of  usefulness  and 
influence.  The  declamtions  of  the  Republican 
party  embody  the  political  views  of  Mr.  Freeman 
and  he  is  most  earnestly  and  devotedly  attached  to 
his  party.  He  is  Chairman  not  only  of  the  Ward 
Committee,  but  also  of  the  City  and  County  Com- 
mittee and  has  frequently  been  a 
county  and  State  conventions. 


ilL  ENRY  G.  REYNOLDS,  M.  S.,  thfi  Secretary 
\ljij  of  tlie  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  was  born 
iO^  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  4,  1851.  The 
(^0  advent  of  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Reynolds 
family  to  the  United  States  dates  from  1634,  at 
which  time  he  came  from  England.  The  family 
name  was  spelled  for  several  genei'ations  Rayuolds. 
but  was  changed  to  Reynolds  by  the  father  of  our 
subject  because  of  the  conflicting  claim  made  to 
the  mail  that  came  for  him  by  another  man  of  the 
same  name.  The  fii-st  definite  Ijnowledge  we  have 
of  this  family  begins  with  the  history  of  the  Kev. 
Peter  Raynolds,  a  Congregational  minister,  wlio 
was  born  November  26,  1700,  and  died  May  11, 
1768.  He  left  a  son  who  was  known  as  Deacon 
John  Raynolds.  His  birth  took  place  in  Enfield, 
Conn.  His  son,  Jaines  L.  Raynolds,  was  also  born 
in  Enfleld  and  was  an  officer  m  the  War  of  1812. 
From  him  descended  James  L.  Reynolds,  the  father 
of  Henry  G.  He  was  born  in  Enfteld,  Conn.,  June 
7,  1811. 

.Tames  L.  Reynolds  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Ohio  in  1833  and  settled  in  Massillon, 
where  he  was  employed  as  a  merchant  for  fifteen 
yeai-s,  afterward  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
spent  fifteen  years,  successfully  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  In  1866  he  retired  from  act- 
ive labor  and  his  decease  occurred  in  California  in 
1873.  Henry  G.  Reynolds  spent  the  firet  fifteen 
years  of  his  life  in  Chicago  and  was  a  student  for 
one  year  in  the  High  School  of  that  city.  In  1866 
be  entereti  the  Michigan  ^tatc  Agricultural  Col- 


lege at  Lansing.  Fi-om  this  institution  he  grad 
uated  in  1870  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Science  and  in  1873  his  Alma  Mater  honored  him 
with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science. 

After  graduating  Mr.  Reynolds  spent  nearly 
three  years  in  Eiu-ope,  traveling  and  enjoying  an 
advanced  course  of  studies  in  the  labratory  of  Dr. 
Freseniiis  at  Wiesbaden  in  Geimany.  He  then  lo- 
cated at  I  )id  Mission,  Mich.,  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  fruit-grower  until  called  to  his  present  jiosition 
in  1885.  While  at  Old  Mission  he  was  especially 
intei-ested  in  apple  and  pear  culture. 

On  September  24,  1874,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Fi-ances  Llewellyn  of  Mexico,  Mo, 
Mi-s.  Roynolds  was  born  February  28,  1850,  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  Her  father,  Robert  Jjlewellyn,  *as 
born  in  Bimiinghim,  England;  iier  mother,  Abi- 
gail Knott,  was  iK>rn  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  but  was 
of  English  ancestry.  The  mother  of  Henry  G. 
Reynolds  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  ("ireen 
Duncan,  and  was  born  January  4,  1819,  at  Massil- 
lon, Ohio,  of  which  her  father,  James,  was  the 
founder.  He  was  a  man  of  recognized  ability  and 
great  executive  power,  having  sterling  business 
qualities  and  a  profound  interest  in  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  State.  He  is  still  remembered 
in  Massillon  as  a  man  to  whom  the  city  is  indebt- 
ed for  many  of  the  privileges  it  now  enjoys.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  earliest  developera  of  the  Upper 
Michigan  mining  district,  in  the  region  of  Negau- 
nee.  He  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  May  2, 1789, 
and  died  in  Chicago,  Mareh  15,  1863.  Mi-s.  R«!y- 
nolds  is  stili  living  and  resides  with  her  son  at  the 
Michigan  Agricultui'al  College. 

Mr,  and  Mi's.  Henry  (a.  Reynolds  are  the  parents 
of  six  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Fred- 
erick L.,  Robert  L.,  Duncan  L.,  Jessie  !>.,  Margaret 
V.  and  Graham  L.  Frederick,  who  was  l)oni  De- 
cember 21,  1875,  and  Robert,  born  June  25, 
1877,  are  student*  in  the  Agricultural  College; 
Duncan  was  boin  October  2,  1879;  Jessie,  April 
22,  1883;  Margaret,  October  30,  1885,  and  Graham 
October  5,  1887.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Agriculture  from 
1879  to  1885.  Both  he  and  Jiis  wife  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Churcli  of  Lansing.  In  poli- 
ties he  is  independent.     He  is  a  strong  believer  in 


y  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUai. 


the  industrial  system  of  the  college.  During  his 
Secretaryship  he  prepared  and  puWished  it  general 
index  of  the  agricultural  reports  of  Michigan  from 
1849  to  1888,  inclusive.  This  work  has  been  ap- 
preciated by  all  who  have  had  occasion  to  refer  to 
these  volumes. 

In  connection  with  this  biography  will  be  found 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Reynolds. 


i#+*i 


tOBEUT  M.  POUTER.  Ho  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  in  Hillsdale  County,  this 
State,  in  the  township  of  Litchfield,  Deceni- 
"'  ber  12,  1851.  He  was  only  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and 
was  engaged  in  clerlting  in  a  drug  store  at  Quincy. 
Thence  he  was  employed  in  a  dry-goods  store 
where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  was  then 
clerk  in  the  dry-goods  house  at  Litchfield,  remain- 
ing there  also  two  years.  His  advent  into  Will- 
iamston,  Ingham  County,was  made  in  1875  and 
since  that  time  he  has  here  made  liis  residence. 

On  first  coming  to  William ston  our  subject 
was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store 
and  remained  tliere  for  six  yeai-s.  He  then  came 
into  the  hardware  store  in  the  year  of  1881  as 
clerk  for  Mr.  Jessup  and  has  since  been  engaged 
here.  In  1878  Mr.  Porter  wasmarried  in  WiUiam- 
ston  to  Flora  J.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Clark, 
the  mother  being  Margrette  (Shaw)  Clark.  They 
were  natives  of  Leroy,  Genesee  <'ounty.  N.  Y. 

This  union,  which  has  been  a  very  happy  one 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children — 
Clarence  11.  and  Howard  C,  both  of  whom  are 
at  home.  Mr  Porter  is  a  Mastei'  Mason  being  a 
member  of  WUliamston  Lodge  ^i  153  Ptlitieally 
he  is  a  Demociat  and  has  held  office  under  his 
party  in  the  ^  illage  of  \\  ilhamston  for  the  past 
two  years.  He  ha«  been  Township  Cleik  for  six 
yeai-s  and  is  the  piesent  incumbent  of  that  position 
Our  subject's  fathei  Robeit  AI  Pdtei  was  one  (f  ' 
the  founders  of  Albion  {.  o liege  and  he  of  whom  I 
we  write  holds  a  life  schoHiship  there  and  aKi.  a 
life  scholarship  in  Hillsdale  College  wliich  was  pur- 


chased by  his  father.  A  brother  of  the  senior 
Robert  M.  Porter,  was  a  Representative  in  the 
United  States  congress  from  Minnesota  and  a 
brother  of  our  subject's  mother,  ,Tfl<.'ob  Stokes,  van 
a  member  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  here  give  a  some- 
what extended  notice  of  the  parents  of  the  gentle- 
man of  whom  we  are  writing.  His  father  wa.s 
Robert  M,  Port«r,  a  native  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  who, 
in  an  early  day,  came  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich. 
and  followed  milling  in  Homer  tor  a  number  of 
yeai-s.  He  afterward  went  to  Litolifield,  Hillsdale 
County,  and  there  mn  a  mill  known  as  that  of 
Fowler  &  Porter.  He  then  went  to  Scipio  Town- 
ship and  was  the  proprietor  of  a  large  establish- 
ment known  as  the  Porter  Mills,  loiter  he  went 
to  Burr  Oak,  St.  Joseph  County,  and  there  ran  a 
mill  and  finally  located  in  Quincy,  Bi-anch  County, 
and  was  there  engi^ed  in  the  milling  business  with 
a  Mr,  Rogers,  continuing  in  this  connection  until 
his  decease,  whicli  occurred  in  1883. 

Robert  Porter,  Sr.  was  married,  in  Pliiladelphin. 
to  Miss  Fanny  Stokes,  a  native  of  that  city.  She 
died  in  1859  in  Scipio  Township,  Hillsdale  County, 
Midi.  To  this  couple  were  bom  four  children- 
Jacob  M.,  Henry  C,  Harriet.  Robert  M.  nnii 
Fremont  C.  Our  subject's  father  was  nearly  all 
his  life  engaged  in  milling.  He  was  a  Master 
Mason  which  was  greatly  to  liis  advantage  in  pio- 
neer days. 


ORTON  M  MONROE.  A  goodly  number  of 
vet^'iins  of  the  late  war  that  were  drawn 

,  fiom  Ingham  Countystill  surviveand  offer 
a  bright  example  to  the  young  men  who  are  com- 
ing up  to  diT  of  the  disinterested  loyalty  that 
prompted  them  Ui  throw  all  into  the  balance  with 
the  chance  of  wai  for  at  that  time  there  was  no 
Tssurince  in  fait  api>arently  small  chance,  of  any 
lemunei-ation  fi  r  «et vices  and  it  was  certain  that 
many  would  sacrifice  their  lives.     (Jur  subject  was 
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one  of  the  most  valiant  of  the  regiment  that  went 
oat  ir<m  bis  iuitiv«  State,  And  that  was  detailed  to 
duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  gentleman  who  now  owns  the  model  fann 
located  on  section  34,  Lei-oy  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Livingston  County,  this  State.  He  was  bom 
•  September  23,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Iguana  (Hix)  Monroe.  He  is  a  bi-other  of  J,  M. 
Monroe,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in  another  part 
of  this  Album.  Beared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  during  his  boyhood  life,  school  duties  and 
farm  duties  were  shared  with  the  balance  in  favor 
of  the  latter,  for  at  that  time  there  was  much  to  be 
done  to  put  the  land  in  a  productive  state  and  la- 
bor was  not  easy  to  be  had.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing as  soon  as  he  was  able  and  old  enough  to  do 
the  lightest  work,  and  although  he  is  not  among 
the  older  men  of  the  State  he  can  still  recall  many 
pioneer  experiences  relating  to  his  youthful  days. 

The  writer  doubts  whether  there  is  any  other 
nation  tliat  has  such  extensive  readers  as  ai-e  the 
Americans,  and  although  Mr.  Monroe's  education 
would  not  be  considered  at  the  present  time  a  lib- 
eral one  he  made  up  the  deficiency  in  this  respect 
by  broad  and  general  i-eading.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man  and  a  good  convei-sationalist,  August  14, 
1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty- 
second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  fought  in  many 
of  the  battles  of  the  late  war  which  are  already 
celebrated  in  history,  and  as  time  pa^es  will  stand 
out  more  prominently  in  the  history  of  the  nation. 
He  was  a  participant  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
and  was  there  wounded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  minie 
ball,  after  which  he  was  in  the  hospital  for  a  short 
time.  He  was  discharged  from  active  service  De- 
cember 8,  1863,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michi- 
gan and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  State. 

After  returning  from  the  army  Mr.  Monroe  was 
married  December  28,  1864  to  Miss  Caroline  Sim 
mons,  a  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Nancy  Simmons 
of  New  York  State.  This  worthy  couple  have 
been  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose  name 
are  as  follows:  Fred  L.  married  Miss  Lrra  I 
Hubbard,  and  I'csides  on  the  home  farm ;  Nel- 
lie A.,  Lewis  N.  and  Harry  A.  The  daughter 
is  now  the  wife  of  Ci.  W.  Stowe.  The  original  of 
our  sketoli  farms  eighty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is 


in  Leroy  Township.  Heis  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist IVotestxilt  <Jhnreh  and  morally  his  character 
and  standing  is  witliout  reproach.  He  is  of  a  ])ro- 
gressive  tendency  and  seeks  to  encourage  every- 
thing that  tends  to  have  a  refining  aud  elevating 
influence,  both  in  this  family  and  in  general  social 
relations.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Republican 
and  the  success  of  his  party  is  as  dear  to  him  as 
though  he  were  personally  intei-ested. 


-  -  -■{•^.-t.^.^^^^.^-i.r- 


jjp^RANK  W.  SIIUMWAY,  M.  D.  We  are 
1^^  pleased  to  present  the  life  sketch  of  this 
/!!,  professional  gentleman,  who  has  made  his 
mark  and  established  his  reputaion  in  Ingham 
County.  His  father,  Charles  Shumway,  was  bom 
in  1822  at  Evans'  Mills,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
and  i-emoved  while  still  a  young  man  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  medicine  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  later  came  to  Jackson  County,  Mich., 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Napoleon.  After  a  number  of  years  he  removed 
to  Lowell,  Kent  County,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1869. 

Dr.  Charles  Shumway  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
Bunton,  were  the  pai-ents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Charles  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  book  and 
stationery  business  in  New  York  City;  Frank  W., 
our  subject,  and  George.  The  father  carried  on  a 
drug-store  at  Lowell  in  connection  with  an  exten- 
sive practice  which  reached  through  almost  every 
section  of  Kent  County  in  those  early  days,and  he 
was  considered  a  pioneei'  all  through  that  region. 

Christmas  Day,  1856,  was  the  primal  date  in  the 
life  of  our  subject  and  he  was  bom  in  Lowell, 
Mass  fl  1  en  a  little  child  of  three  years  he  lost 
his  father  Lj  death  and  ^ew  up  under  the  care 
ind  guidance  of  i  l"  mother.  They  have  always 
lemaiued  to^^thei  and  she  now  makes  her  home 
w  th  him  In  the  course  of  time  he  and  his  mother 
removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  afterward  to  Ionia  and 
finally  to  Lansing,  where  our  subject  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  C.  M.  Haden.  He 
afterward   studied   in   Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was 


,  Google 


610 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


graduated   from  the  Western   Reserve    College  in 
1881  aad  from  the  Medical  Department  of  Woos- 
ter  University  in  1881.    He  had  naturally  chosen  j 
the  Western  Reserve  College  as  lii&  Alma  Mater  as 
his  father  had  acquired  his  education  there,  , 

Williamatown  becume  the  scene  of  the  young 
Doctor's  first  efforts  to  establish  a  practice  and  his   ! 
success  has  been  pronounced.     He  has  added  to  his 
social  prestige  aud  influence  by  a  matrimonial  al-    | 
liance  with    lone  W.  Grossman,  daughter    of   the 
Hon.  D.  L.  Crossnian,  of  whom   mention   is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  work.     This  marriage  took  place 
in   October,    1888,  in  Williamgton.     Dr.  Shnmway 
owns  a   I'esidence    in    I^nsiiig   and    some    fifteen 
building  lots  in  that  city,  liosides  a  residence  on 
Grand    River   Hti-eet    E.,  and    other    pi-oi)erty   in    , 
Wiliiamstown.    He  is  a  Mason  of  both   the   Blue 
Lodge  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  and  is  Past  Com- 
mander of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  at  Will-  , 
iamston,  and  has  been  Village  Health  officer  for   j 
four  yeai-s.     In  politics  he  has  made  himself  one    I 
with  the  Republican  party  and  is  an  earnest  sup-   I 
porter  of  the  principles  and  policy  of  lliat  body. 


ri7  £E  GRAND  CLARK.  Could  an  old  set- 
I  f@  tiers'  meeting  be  held  at  some  convenient 
jl-i-^v,,  point  in  Hartland,  Livingston  County, 
where  all  the  men  who  have  lived  in.  this  State  and 
county  from  its  earliest  settlement  could  meet  anil 
talk  over  the  experiences  of  by-gone  days,  manj' 
would  be  the  interesting  adventures  and  danger- 
ous risks  eucountei-ed.  Although  our  subject 
would  not  bo  the  oldest  of  these,  liis  would  be  no 
un  in  tews  ting  tale.  He  is  now  one  of  the  substan- 
tial farmei-s  located  on  section  11,  of  Hai-tland 
Township,  Livingston  County.  He  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of 
Kingsborough,  November  25,  1814. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Elislia  Clark,  a  native 
of  Connectictil;  lie  was  a  shoemaker,  and  afterward 
liecame  a  maker  of  gloves  and  mittens.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  about  forty^ix  years  in  New   York 


(state.  The  mother  of  our  subject  lived  to  be 
seventy-six  years  of  age,  her  decease  taking  place 
in  her  native  State.  They  were  the  pai-ents  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  dauglit«rs.  All  but 
one  of  these  are  still  living.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  the  second  cliild  and  son,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  place  whei'c he lemaiued  until  twenty-  . 
three  years  of  age. 

Our  subject's  fii-st  mari-iage  took  place  December 
1,  1837.  His  bride's  name  was  Catherine  M.  Vro- 
uian,  a  native  of  the  same  State  with  himself. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sous  whose  names  are 
aa  follows:  William  H.,  Wellington,  Edward  N., 
Laiison  E,,  Ai-thur  R,  and  Lorenzo  ti.  William 
H.  is  a  resident  in  Hartland  Township,  and  here 
operates  a  farm;  Wellington  resides  in  Owosbo; 
Edward  lives  in  Hartland  Towusliip;  Lanson  wlio 
served  asa  soldier  in  the  late  war,  died  in  1889; 
Arthur  and  Lorenzo  both  reside  in  Hartland  Town- 
ship. The  mother  of  these  children  died  Septem- 
ber 14,  1850.  She  was  laid  away  in  all  t«ndeniess 
in  Hodges  cemetery.  'Hie  oldest  child  at  the 
time  of  her  death  was  fom'teen  years  of  age. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Clark  kept  house  with  his 
family  of  six  boys,  the  youngest  iieing  only  two 
years  old  at  tlie  time  of  his  mother's  death.  It  was 
quite  a  struggle  for  him  to  flU  the  place  of  mother 
as  well  as  father  for  his  motherless  little  ones,  and 
many  were  the  womanly  duties  tliat  he  was  obliged 
to  perform.  Mondays  hegave  up  to  the  neccessar\' 
domestic  work,  washing,  ironing  and  baking,  At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  again  married,  his  wife 
being  in  her  maiden  days  Abigail  G.  Bussey,  a 
native  of  New  York,  who  came  to  this  State  with 
her  parents  in  the  spring  of  1843. 

After  our  subject's  first  marriage,  he  located  in 
Ontario  County  in  the  tt»wn  of  ^'ictor,  N.  Y., 
where  he  for  three  yeai«  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
tiude;  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  located  in  this  county  and  township,  where  he 
now  resides.  At  the  time  of  liis  advent  here,  only 
seven  acres  of  the  place  were  improved  and  a  little 
old  log  house  had  been  eiected  b^  some  pievious 
owner.  He  was  to  woik  tlie  fiim  on  shares,  and 
w  continued  for  about  iight  \eii-s  it  the  end  of 
which  time  he  purchased  it  going  into  debt 
to    the  extent    of    *700    and    paying    the   ex- 
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orbitaiit  iiil^i-est  wliidi  wiis  at  tlmt  titno  do- 
inaiided.  Ho  did  not  fully  tilear  the  place  from 
encumbrances  until  1860  and  for  twenty  yeavB 
made  the  original  little  old  log  house  his  home, 

Mr.  Clark  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  line,  productive  land,  most  of  which  is 
lUKier  cultivation,  lie  is  doing  a  general  farming 
hnsiness,  paying  especial  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  certain  kinds  of  stock.  He  keejis  about  two 
liundred  head  of  sheep,  which  are  good  breeds  and 
always  bring  a  good  market  price.  Mr.  Clark 
came  here  a  jjoor  man  and  with  a  large  family  to 
take  care  of  and  suffering  many  disadvantages,  it 
took  some  time  to  establish  him  in  a  good  financial 
jKttition.  He  well  deserves  the  lespect  and  confi- 
denee  that  his  neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen 
accord  him,  having  been  thi-oughont  life  a  self- 
sacrificing,  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  one 
who  has  never  deviated  from  the  principles  of 
trntli  and  honor,  whatever  mtiy  have  been  the 
temptation.  He  lias  been  awarded  several  local 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  township,  having  lieen 
Road  Commissioner  and  I'ath-master  f<)r  a  number 
of  yeai-s.  He  is  a  liepublicnn  in  his  political  pref- 
rence  and  in  his  religious  relations  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 


^?*")EORGE  HICKS.  One  of  the  best  known 
'II  j^=.  families  in   Putnam  Township,  Livingston 

V^lll  County,  is  represented  by  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  opening  of  this  par- 
agraph. His  father,  Amos  Hicks,  was  a  Massa^ 
chusetta  farmer,  and  his  mother,  Mary  Love,  a  na- 
tive of  England  whence  she  ^as  brought  to 
America  when  an  infant.  They  moved  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  1825,  and  settled  in  Washte- 
naw County,  near  Ann  Arbor,  when  there  was  but 
one  log  house  in  what  is  now  that  Ijeautiful  uni- 
versitj-  town.  The  father  settled  his  family  upon 
an  unbroken  farm,  lo  which  they  had  come  in  a 
wagon  diiiwn  by  an  ox-team.  Our  subject  was 
then  an  infant  in  his  motiier's  arms,  and  in  cross- 
ing the  Maumee  River  the  wagon  gave  a  lurch  and 


thi-ew  mother  and  infant  out  into  the  deep  mud. 
The  wagon  whee!  passed  over  the  child  and  buried 
him  but  when  he  was  extricated  and  washed  he 
was  found  to  have    sustained  no  injury. 

Indians 'abounded  in  those  days,  and  there  wore 
but  few  whites  near  them.  The  savages  wei-e 
friendly  and  neighborly,  and  the  family  had  many 
interesting  experiences  with  them,  but  never  any 
difficulties.  Mr.  Hicks  remembers  seeing  over  one 
hundred  canoes  with  Indians  in  them  upon  the 
Huron  River  at  one  time.  The  father  was  a  great 
hunter,  and  provided  the  family  abundantly  with 
wild  meats.  He  died  in  1833,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  about  twenty-three  years  ago.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  four  of  whom 
ai-e  still  living. 

Tlie  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  6, 
1824,  and  as  he  was  born  in  New  York  State  just 
licfoi-e  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  the  West,  he 
did  not  have  the  optxirtunities  for  education  that 
had  lieen  given  to  his  older  bi-others  and  sisters, 
foi'  a  poor  man  in  pioneer  times  must  take  what 
ho  could  get  and  not  what  he  would  wish;  but  he 
wa.s  .«ent  lor  a  short  time  to  a  sulscription  school, 
and  received  home  training  in  true  principles  and 
in  love  for  his  country,  as  his  father  had  been  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  hoy  grew  up  in 
the  wild  woods  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  began 
to  work  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough  to  do  so. 

When  eighteen  years  old  the  young  man  went 
to  Ypsilanti  to  leitm  the  blacksmith  trade,  and 
worked  at  it  for  three  years,  after  which  he  was 
employed  by  various  farmers  in  Washtenaw 
County  until  he  became  a  victim  of  the  California 
fever  in  1850,  and  went  by  the  way  of  Panama  to 
San  Francisco.  He  was  very  sick  upon  his  trip 
out,  suffering  from  Panama  fever,  and  was  forty- 
live  days  out  of  sight  of  land,  but  in  the  mines  lie 
was  fairly  successful,  and  was  gone  for  two  years, 
coming  back  by  way  of  Nicaraugua.  When  he 
started  for  home  fi-om  Califoniia,  after  he  left  the 
mines  he  was  met  by  a  man  upon  a  mule  who 
stopped  him  and  questioned  him,  and  then  passed 
on.  Two  miles  further  on  he  met  him  again,  and 
the  third  time  he  met  him,  and  he  evidently  in- 
tended to  rob  him,  hut  for  some  reason  let  him  go. 

Upon  returning  to  Michigan  Mr.  Hicks  bought 
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eighty  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  re- 
sides, finding  it  partly  improved  and  upon  it  a  log 
house.  He  had  had  enough  of  a,  roaming  life,  and 
being  detei-mined  to  remain  in  Michigan  he  estab- 
lished ahome  by  taking  to  himself  a  wife  March  10, 
1853.  Mrs.  Hieks  was  born  in  New  York  sixty- 
two  years  ago,  and  in  her  maidenhood  was  known 
as  Lucy  A.  Lowell,  whose  fatlier,  Joseph  Lowell, 
was  an  early  settler  near  Scio,  Washtenaw  County, 
'I'lie  home  farm  is  now  ail  finely  improved,  and 
they  had  one  liundred  and  sixty  aci-ea  in  Sand- 
stone Township,  Jackson  County,  which  they  have 
given  to  their  son, 

Mr.  Hicks  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  hard  WoHc 
in  Livingston  County,  Michigan,  and  all  the  buiM- 
ings  upon  his  place  have  been  put  up  by  him,  and 
he  drew  with  his  team  from  Saginaw  County  every 
stick  of  lumber  which  went  into  his  residence.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  as 
follows:  Maiy  F.,  born  February  27,  1854,  now 
tlie  wife  of  Sharon  Swarthout,  of  Anderson,  and 
mother  of  three  children  ;  George  Henry,  born 
June  3(1,  1856,  who  married  Nettie  Thompson;and 
lives  in  Jackson  County  ;  Charles,  born  September 
I,  1861,  who  married  Eva  Hendec,  and  lives  in 
Jackson  County,  and  has  one  child;  Herbert  M.,  born 
June  5,  1865  ;  and  Emma,  November  6,  1868,  who 
both  live  at  home.  To  all  of  these  children  the 
parents  have  given  the  best  educational  advantages 
which  were  witliin  their  ability  to  procure,  and 
although  deprived  of  such  opportunities  in  his 
own  childhood,  the  father  has  appi-eciated  them 
for  others,  and  in  his  position  as  member  of  the 
School  Board  he  has  been  ettlcieiit  and   judicious. 

Polities  have  ever  interested  this  intelligent 
gentleman,  and  in  his  early  days  he  voted  the 
Whig  ticket  and  later  the  Republican,  but  is  now 
atiJliating  with  the  People's  party.  He  was  urged 
to  run  as  a  candidate  for  Supervisor  upon  that 
ticket,  but  declined.  He  still  caiTies  on  the  farm 
himself,  but  he  and  his  good  wife  are  both  suffer- 
ing the  effects  of  having  worked  too  hard  through 
all  their  younger  years. 

Mrs.  Hicks  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Phebe  (Ives)  Lowell,  botli  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Vermont,  who  removed  to  New  York   in    1818, 


and'there  made  their  home  until  1837,  when  they 
came  to  the  Wolverine  State  and  settled  in  Web- 
ster Township,  Washtenaw  County,  upon  a  farm 
from  which  they  i-emoved,  somewhat  later,  to 
Marion  Township,  this  county,  and  the  father 
died  there  forty  years  ago,  while  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  some  eighteen  years,  and  died  in 
Ingham  County.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living,  Mrs. 
Hicks  was  born  September  3,  1829,  in  Victor 
Township,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  After  coming 
to  Michigan  she  attended  both  district  and  select 
schools,  and  thus  prepared  hei-self  for  teaching, 
which  she  pui-sued  for  some  time  in  Ingham 
County. 


"^^©*@l^^^-* 


\|^AKLY  H.  SEXTON.  So  many  men  in  these 
I  jl)  days  of  large  chances  have  made  more  than 
r^  handsome  competencies,  having  begun  with 
,  [^  nothing  on  starting  out  in  life,  that  such 
cases  have  ceased  to  be  remaikable.  The  qualifi- 
cations, however,  necessary  to  bring  about  such 
success  can  never  cease  to  be  worthy  of  our  admira- 
tion. He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  our  sketch 
is  one  of  the  army  of  pushing,  aggressive  men  wlio 
are  never  satisfied  unless  they  can  attain  the 
highest  position  that  can  be  aimed  for.  Mr. 
Sexton  started  out  in  life  without  money  or  intlu- 
ence,  but  by  the  exercise  of  his  fine  executive  and 
financial  ability  he  succeeded  in  amassing  a  hand- 
some fortune,  and  attaining  a  social  position  in 
the  community  in  which  he  has  cast  his  lot  that  is 
second  to  none.  He  is  universally  known  through- 
out this  vicinity  as  a  capitalist  of  undeniable  abil- 
ity. 

Mr.  Sexton  is  a  native  of  Sherburn,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y,,  there  bom  May  20,  1821.  He  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  rianct  (Wallace)  Sexton,  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  former  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, although  he  united  the  employment  of  a 
builder  and  contractor  with  his  other  interests 
wiile  residing  in  New  York  State.  He  took  a 
contract  to  build  a  section  of   the  Delaware   & 
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Chesapeake  Canal  and  also  imo  im    the  Clieiiimgo 
Canal,  where  he   went  after  liis  marriage,  settling 
in  Chenango  County.     He  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
month  of  March,  1837,  first  locating  in  Washtenaw 
County  and  from  there  later  coming  to  Livingston 
County  and  settling  three  miles  south  of  Howell 
on  a  farm    which    lie    purchased.      lie    died    Feb-    ' 
ruary    14,    1845.      His    consort  was    spared    until    ; 
1863,  passingaway  in  December..    Mr.  Sexton,  8r.,  j 
owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  of   , 
the  kind  that  is  known  as  oak  openings.     He  built 
thereon  a  log  house  and  ww  considered  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of   the  township.     He  was  of  Irish 
descent  and  his  wife  of  Scotch  descent.     They  had 
a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  . 
manhood  and  womanhood.      Their    names  are  as   ; 
follows:  Octavia,  Augustus,  Janet,  William,  Sarah 
P.,  John  H.,  Julia  A.,  Sanford  R,  Sylvester,  Parly 
H.  and  David  II.     The  childien  who  are  still  sur-    , 
viving  ai-e  Augustus,  William,  Sarah,  Sanford,  Parly 
and  David.     Their  combined  ages  aggregate  four   ! 
hundred  and  lifty-nine  years. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  Whig.     He  aud  his 
wife  were  followers  of  the  Methodist  Chureh,  join-   ■ 
ing  it  in  its  primitive  days  when  the  wearing  of  a   i 
flower  or  ribbon  was  considered  a  sin.     He  was  a 
lil>ei-al  man  and  his  children  ai'c  all  highly  respected   j 
membei-s  of  the  community  in  whieU  they  live.  ' 
Our  subject  was  raised  a  fanner  boy  and  lived  at 
home  until  about  twenty  years  of  age.     Such  edn-   ; 
cation  as   he  has  received  was  acquired  before  he 
was  fifteen  yeai-s  of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  home 
and  began  working  for  himself  in  order  to  be  self- 
supporting.     In  1841  he   went  l»ack  to  New  York 
and  was  engaged  on  the   New  York  &  Erie  Rail-   . 
road,  at  the  time  foi'ming  the  acquaintance  of  the 
lady  whom  lie  afterward  made  his  wife. 

Mr.  Sexton  was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss 
Lucinda  L.  Going,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James 
and  Annie  (Young)  (Joing,  natives  of  the  States 
of  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire  respectively,  their 
marriage  being  solemnized  May  8,  1842.  Our 
subject's  wife  is  one  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  lived  to  be  men  and  women  gi-own.  They 
are  Seneca  Y.,  Samantha  T.,  Sarah  A.,  Lucinda  L., 
James  L.  and  Joseph.  The  lady's  paternal  grajid-  '. 
parents  were  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Kendall)  Going.   ! 


UTiey  had  a  family  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  the  sons  becoming  Baptist  clergymen.  They 
are  Jonathan,  James,  Eliab  and  Ezra  and  Sarah, 
who  married  Rev.  Elijah  W.  Freeman  a  Baptist  min- 
inister.  The  first  named  was  President  of  the 
Granville  College  of  Ohio;  Ezra  was  connected  with 
the  same  college  and  also  bad  charge  of  the  collec- 
tions for  the  colleges.  The  family  have  always 
taken  a  high  stand  in  educational  and  litei-ary 
matters,  being  known  far  and  near  as  men  of  un- 
usual culture  and  mental  training. 

After  his  marriage  in  1842,  Mr.  Sexton  returned  to 
Michigan  on  foot  in  order  to  settle  up  some  business 
matters  in  the  way  of  collection  and  notes  that 
were  due  here.  He-  could  not,  however,  get  the 
money,  as  there  were- no  currency  in  tlie  country. 
He  managed,  however,  to  make  a  trade  for  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  Genesee  County,  which  was  the 
first  land  that  lie  owned.  He  never,  however,  re- 
sided at  the  place.  Failing  in  getting  his  moue\ , 
which  he  wished  to  use  to  bring  his  wife  and  es- 
tablish himself  in  tlie  West,  there  was  no  alter- 
native but  to  go  back  to  New  York  on  foot  again. 
He  borrowed  S25  and  accepted  from  his  wife  the 
little  store  of  money  that  she  had  laid  aside  out  of 
her  earnings  as  a  teacher.  With  this  he  procured 
a  wagon  and  one  horse  and  with  this  outfit  he 
brought  his  wife  and  first-born,  Sai-ah  A.,  at  that 
time  three  montlis  old,  with  the  few  things  that 
were  absolutely  necessary  totlieii"  existence.  They 
led  a  Bohemian  kind  of  existence  on  the  way  hither, 
being  on  the  road  for  four  weeks,  during  which 
time  they  camped  out  over  night  in  tlieir  covered 
wagon. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  couple  in  this  State 
was  in  Marion  Township,  Livingston  County, 
where  our  subject  secured  forty  acres  of  land  and 
built  thereon  a  log  house.  Later  he  pureliased  an 
adjoining  tract  so  that  his  farm  aggregated  one 
Imndred  twenty  acres.  This  he  sold  and  bought 
one  hundred  sixty  acres  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township,  afterward  adding  forty  acres  more.  This 
lie  lived  on  until  1866  and  moved  into  Howell  in 
1867,  building  a  residence  on  the  place  where  he 
now  lives.  Since  coming  here  lie  has  built  two 
houses  adjoining  his  home  and  owns  another  house 
near  by.     He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
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land  in  Kansas  and  also  has  a  store  building  in 
Oxford.  Kan.,  and  as  the  years  have  ]>assed  has 
purchased  various  tracts  of  land  in  Michigan. 

FWe  children  have  come  to  the  parents  who 
have  made  their  struggle  so  bravely  and  have  done 
so  much  to  mitigate  the  hardships  and  trials  that 
they  have  endured.  They  are  Sai-ah  A.,  Cornelia 
M.,  James  N.  P.,  George  A,  and  Carri6  A.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  now  Mrs.  Jacob  Hoaglaud.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  daughters — May,  Beatrice, 
Edna  and  Edith,  Cornelia  is  Mrs.  Horace  Hoag- 
laud and  is  the  proud  parent  of  three  daughters, 
Minnie  S.,  Mabel  G,  and  Georgie,  James  married 
Corlistallatton;  George  A.  married  EudoraHatton; 
Carrie  A.  is  the  wife  of  E. 'G.  Angel  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  sons,  VanrensJear  T.  and  Harry  S. 
Mr.  Seston  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  way 
of  thinking.  lie  fraternizes  with  the  Masons  and 
■religiously  hs  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  body  he  is  a  Trustee. 

In  their  own  pros|>erity  they  do  not  forget  their 
■early  struggles  and  deepl}'  sympathize  with  those 
■who  are  situated  as  they  were  and  are  ever  ready 
to  give  a  helping  hand. 


—••«•*#*«■«•- 


EAN.  Among  the  pioneer  fami- 
'  Livingston  County  none  is  better 
iroughout  the  community  t.ian  the 
i  came  hither  in  1837  when  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  wan  a  little  boy  of  seven 
years.  In  consequence  of  his  early  removal  to  this 
vicinity  this  gentleman  has  taken  almost  as  deep 
an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  county  as  though 
he  were  native  boru,  and  the  regard  and  esteem 
which  is  universally  granted  to  the  sturdj-  and 
honorable  pioneers  of  the  early  days  lias  come  to 
to  him  by  inheritance. 

The  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  which  employs  the  energies  of  our  subject  is 
to  be  found  on  section  9,  Howell  Township. 
Peter  Dean  was  bom  on  the  19th  of  January, 
1830,  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  of  East- 
em  parentage,  his  father,  Joseph,  being  a  native  of 


New  York,  and  his  mother,  Sarali  Sigler,  having 
been  born  in  the  Keystone  State.  Joseph  Dean 
was  A  farmer  by  occupation  and  after  coming  to 
Michigan  operated  a  farm  in  Brightim  Township, 
Livingston  County,  until  death  ended  his  labors 
in  1842.  His  faithful  and  devoted  wife  survived 
him  until  1863. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
I>aniel  Bean,  who  was  a  native  of  Wales.  He  was 
a  lioot  and  shoe  maker  by  trade  and  came  with  his 
■wife,  Ann  Van  Horn,  to  Brighton,  Mich.,  the  yeai- 
previous  to  his  son's  migration  hither.  He  here 
carried  on  a  farm  until  his  death.  Seven  childi'cn 
fonned  his  household,  and  his  son  Joseph  had 
eight  childi-en,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely;  Peter,  Abraham  W.,  Rensselaer,  and 
Hannah  J. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  upon  a 
farm  and  his  school  days  found  him  attending  the 
school  of  the  village  of  Brighton.  He  lived  at 
home  until  1842,  after  which  he  worked  at  fanning 
in  this  county.  When  he  was  thirty  years  old  he 
purchased  a  piece  of  land  comprising  fifty  atres 
and  lived  upon  it  one  year  in  Shiawassee  County, 
but  he  did  not  feel  at  home  there  and  sold  that 
property  and  returned  to  Howell  Township,  where 
he  bought  sixty-three  acres,  and  somewhat  later 
added  to  his  estate  by  purchasing  seventeen  acres 
just  across  the  road  from  his  other  property  and 
upon  this  new  purchase  he  now  lives.  In  addition 
to  this  he  has  liought  forty  acres  one-half  mile 
south  of  his  home.  He  can'ics  a  fine  grade  of 
stock,  paying  especial  attention  to  fine  horses  and 
good  sheep. 

The  flrat  marriage  of  this  gentleman  unitei^  him 
with  Miss  Hannah  Ackley,  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
Ackley  of  this  county,  and  by  this  marriage  there 
were  two  children,  Berlin  J.,  who  has  now  married 
Miss  Augusta  Tobin,and  lives  upon  a  farm  in  this 
township,  and  Claude  B.,  who  is  still  with  his 
father.  The  mother  of  these  sons  departed  life  in 
1886.  By  his  present  marrif^  he  took  to  wife 
Mrs.  Maggie  Hodges  of  Clinton  County,  Mich., 
who  had  by  her  first  marriage  two  children,  Bertie 
and  Eda.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Margaret  (Bristol)  Cardinal,  natives  of  Montreal, 
Canada,  who  moved  to  New  York  many  years  ago. 
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There  Mr.  Cardinal  died  and  the  widow  eame  wltli 
her .  family  to  Clinton  County,  Midi.,  where  she 
lived  until  death  called  her  hence.  Of  her  ten 
children  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Caroliue^ 
Tvho  is  Mrs,  Isasie  Brown;  Maggie,  Mi«.  Dean; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Bradley,  and  Olive,  Mrs.  Bradley. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  public-spirited  man, 
who  has  ever  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  tlic 
political  movements  of  his  adopted  land,  and  has 
attached  himself  to  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
never  sought  official  position,  but  wields  a  strong 
influence  among  the  men  of  his  party  and  is 
looked  upon  as  a  leader  of  thought  The  early 
experiences  of  his  father's  family  in  their  first 
yeai's  in  this  State  are  full  of  incidents  of  interest, 
and  he  might  recuunt  many  tales  of  hardship  and 
deprivation.  Upon  tJieir  first  coming  here  they 
were  at  one  time  destitute  of  everything  in  the 
eatable  line  except  potatoes  and  they  lived  for  an 
entire  week  upon  baked  potatoes  without  salt. 


JOHN  H.  CHASE,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  LL.  B.  Among 
the  citizens  of  Lansing  who  ai*  influential, 
in  public  offices  and  in  business  circles,  we 
are  pleased  to  present  the  portrait  and  bio- 
graphy of  Mr.  Chase,  who  is  engaged  in  the  i-eal- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  his 
tei-m  of  office  expired  May  4,  1891. 

Mr,  Chase  was  bom  August  5,  18i6,  in  the 
township  of  Bedford,  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
two  miles  from  Battle  Creek,  His  honored  father,  i 
Daniel  S.  Chase,  was  born  in  t'harleston,  N.  Y.,  | 
and  his  grandfather,  Benjamin  Chase,  was  from  j 
Rhode  Island  and  at  an  early  time  removed  to  j 
Chase  Uill  on  Holland  Patent,  fortj  miles  fi-om  ! 
Buffalo,  where  he  made  his  home  for  many  years,  i 
Tliey  belonged  to  the  old  Rhode  Island  Chase  | 
family  and  our  subject  is  in  the  eighth  generation  ■ 
from  Aquilla  Chase  of  Colonial  fame.  ! 

Daniel  S.  Chase  was   a   natural   mechanic   and   ! 
early  took  up  the  trades  of  carpenter  and  mill-   | 


wriglit.  He  was  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and 
easily  developed  his  carpenter  work,  so  as  to  under- 
take the  business  of  contractor  and  builder,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  both  a  saw- 
mill and  a  gristmill.  Numerous  mills  have  been 
favored  by  his  work,  as  he  put  in  Stanton  wheels, 
both  horizontal  and  upright,  in  many  places.  He 
moved  to  Baltimore,  Barry  County,  this  State,  in 
1854  and  bought  a  ti-act  of  land  in  the  township 
of  Baltimore,  where  he  put  up  a  sawmill  on  Cedar 
Creek.  In  1859  he  erected  a  gristmill,  which  he 
liad  in  opei'ation  at  the  time  of  bis  death,  October 
20,  1869. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  S. 
Cliase  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Y.  Hicks, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  William  Hicks,  of  Battle- 
Creek  who  came  to  tlmt  place  in  1835.  Her  three 
children  ai-e,  our  subject,  Franklin  M.,  now  in 
Boyne  City,  and  Mrs.  Francelia  M.,  wife  of  Alex- 
ander Edmunds  of  Baltimore  Township,  BaiTy 
County.  Our  subject  left  home  soon  after  his 
father's  death  and  lived  with  Mr.  Hicks  of  Cal- 
houn County,  but  the  mother  remained  at  the  old 
home  until  1863  when  she  went  to  Johnstown, 
Barry  County  and  in  the  year  of  1866  she  re- 
moved to  Olivet  Her  son  John  resided  with  her 
in  that  village  until  1874,  receiving  his  education 
and  being  graduated  at  the  college  there  during 
that  year,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Later  he 
took  a  post-graduate  course  and  afterward  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  earned  the  additional  degrees 
of  A.  M.  and  L.  L.  B.  After  this  he  was  for  a 
time  in  Detroit  and  in  Battle  Creek. 

While  in  Battle  Creek,  Mr.  Chase  met  with  an 
accident  from  an  unruly  hoi-se  and  had  his  knee 
badly  injured,  which  caused  him  to  be  laid  up  for 
two  years.  When  he  was  able  to  be  about  again 
he  took  up  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  came  to 
Lansing  in  1882.  Here  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1887,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  candidate  on  tlie  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  although  the  wards  were  Demo- 
cratic he  had  a  large  majority  of  votes  against 
two  otlicr  candidates  and  could  have  had  the  re- 
election, but  refused  to  consider  it.  Since  the  ex- 
piration of  his  oflSce,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
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law  piiictice.  Mr.  Chase  was  manied  in  1879  to 
Misw  Abbie  M.  Dnnsmore,  daughter  of  I'hihi  Diiii.-^- 
moi-e,  wlio  was  an  old  settlor  of  Vpsilaiiti,  Waahle- 
iii^w  I'oiuity.  This  lady  wa^  honi  October  ii>, 
!(*;')(  and  HOW  has  three  childi-en — Theroii  P., 
Ixiis  and  Walter  It 

Mv.  t'liase  has  lieen  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fu'dei'  since  1871,  havin^j  joined  it  at  Olivet,  and 
serving  as  Senior  Deacon  in  1872.  llie  following 
year  he  was  elected  Woi-shipfnl  Majster  by  a  special 
disjxtnsatioii  from  the  flour  and  from  a  change  in 
the  Ciraud  Lodge  by-laws  in  regard  to  elections  in 
siihordiiiat<!  lodges.  He  held  the  office  a  year  and 
it.  half,  attending  the  (irand  Lodge  twice.  He 
Joined  lousing  Lodge,  No,  33,  in  IftSS  by 
demit,  and  he  has  here  been  for  two  yeai-s  Senior 
Deacon,  Secretary  foi'  one  year  and  last  year 
seived  as  Worehipfnl  Master.  He  was  re-elected 
to  that  office  but  declined,  accepting  instead  the 
Secretaryship.  During  the  year  when  he  was 
Master  the  lodge  conferi-ed  seventy-six  degrees 
and  had  fouiteen  degrees  left  over  for  the  follow- 
ing year,  thus  bringing  it  in  range  with  the  must 
important  ones  in  the  Slate  and  it  now  stands  fifth 
in  rank  for  active  woik. 


"^^^g 


^3jU)TS7A)  C.  FULLKR.      Tlic  name  iit    tlie 
>^0|     liead  of  tliis  sketch  which  is  honored  and 
///  *    dignified  by  having  Iieen  that  of  one  of 
^f  the  most  brilliant  men  in  recent  history  in 

America,  is  also  tliat  of  the  proprietor  and  owner 
of  the  farm  on  section  23.  Williamstown  Township, 
Ingham  County,  He  was  here  l>orn  Januaiy  2r», 
IU48,  andhas  since  i>een  a  resident  of  this  place 
with  the  exception  of  about  six  years  spent  in 
Shiawassee  County.  He  i-emained  at  home  until 
alrout  thirty  yeai's  of  age,  renting  tlie  farm  of  his 
father  for  a  part  of  the  time. 

(.)ur  subject  is  a  son  of  George  B.  Fuller,  a  native 
of  Dutchess  ('ounty,  K.  Y.,  who,  when  a  young 
men,  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  when  twen- 
ty-one yeai's  of  age  he  came  to  Michigan,  slopping 
tii'st  near  Ann  Arbor.      Wliile    there  he  lost  his 


heart  to  a  maiden  of  till- di>itcicl  w)iosi'  iiiitiii'  was 
Miss  J>eborali  linnker,  dnnglitcr  ..f  Willinni  Uuiila-r, 
a  native  iif  New  Vork  and  an  earl,\'  settler  neai' 
Ann  .\iboi'.  Soon  nttQ.r  their  marriage  they  came 
to  .Tackson  and  settled  on  a  fai-m  where  they  resided 
f<ii-  some  time.  The  following  children  came  to 
tliem  dui'ing  that  [jeriodof  their  history:  ()rlftndo, 
Dorman,  .loehioe,  Kelieeca  and  (icoige.  The  eldest 
son  is  now  deceased.  Donnan  i«  it  n'sidciit  of 
Lansing  and  a  builder  and  eontractiM'.  Tlii'  other 
children  are  all  dei'Cased. 

In  1842  George  1!.  Fuller  came  to  Ingham  County 
and  settled  on  three  jiundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
laud,  a  part  of  which  oni'  subject,  his  son,  now  re- 
sides on.  He  broke  and  cleared  thistractandlhere 
realized  the  Imidship  of  pioneer  life.  After  com- 
ing to  Ingham  Countj'  the  following  children  were 
born:  (^eorge  F.,  Alonzo  C,  Warren  and  Mary, 
He  was  a  member  of  tlie  State  Militia  and  took  a 
very  |>i-ominent  stand  in  the  early  affairs  of  the 
county.  Jlrs,  Deboi'ali  (Bunker)  Fuller  died  in 
1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  her  de- 
ce.Tse  occurring  in  Williamston  village  where  they 
iiart  resided  about  one  year.  Our  subject's  fatlier 
latei'  married  Catherine  Gmtton,  who  now  i-esides 
at  Williamston.  Mr.  FuUei-  returned  to  the  fami 
and  resided  about  two  yeai-s,  but  his  last  days  were 
spent  in  the  village.  Hisdeath  was  accidentaland 
occurred  while  unloading  wheat  in  Williamston, 
He  [lassed  away  December  24.  18«:1.  Ilisnatfll  day 
was  August  U,  18II. 

On  the  death  of  our  subject's  fathci'  Ijc  of  whom 
we  write,  left  a  farm  which  he  had  pm-cJiased  in 
Shiawassee  (bounty,  and  which  comprised  one 
hundred  twenty-seven  .acres,  which  he  owns  at 
the  present  time,  and  came  to  his  father's  fai-m. 
l(y  purchase  he  came  into  [Mfssession  of  one-third 
of  one  hundred  twenty  acres  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  Having  a  home  and  all  the  conditions  of 
domestic  happiness  excepting  a  wife,  our  subject 
entered  into  the  marital  relation  March  15,  I87ti, 
His  marriage  look  place  in  the  city  of  Lansing  au<l 
he  was  united  to  Miss  Lucy  C.  I^rrabee,  a  daughter 
of  William  L,  Lari-abee,  anative  of  New  Vork.  wh<i 
moved  to  Pennsylvania  wlien  a  lioy  and  was 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  when  he  c^ame  to  Wash- 
tenaw County,  Mich.      After    reaching  manhood 


I  loslod  by 


Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


619 


Mr.  Larrabee  was  married  to  Eliza  Mulholand.  The 
following  eliildren  were  the  result  of  this  union: 
The  tliree  youngest  died  in  infancy,  those  surviv- 
ing are  William  C,  Jenny  L,  Lucy  C,  Esther  P. 
and  Silas  M.  In  1865  Mr,  Larrabee  came  to  Ing- 
ham County  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Williamston 
Township  where  he  resided  until  liis  death,  which 
tools  place  in  1886. 

The  domestic  relations  of  our  subject  liave  been 
very  happy,  his  devotion  to  the  fai-m  work  out  of 
doors  has  been  seconded  by  his  wife's  perfect  house- 
keeping within.  Tiiey  are  the  parents  of  four 
children — .Tenny  M.,  Lucy  M.,  Nelson  A.,  and 
Edwin  E.  Socially  Mr.  Fuller  belongs  to  tlie  Royal 
Ai^canum.  He  is  a  Mason,  being  a  member  of  a 
lodge  at  Williamston.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Fannei's' Alliance.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  term  of  Charles  E.  Paddock 
aa  Supervisor  in  1 888  and  has  since  been  elected  to 
the  same  office  three  years  in  succession.  Our  sub- 
ject had  only  the  advantages  to  l>e  gained  at  a 
Q  school  and  in  the  academy  at  l^ansing. 


J^  ANIEL  HERRICK.  The  owner  of  the  farm 
Jl)  on  section  24,  Leroy  Township,  Ingham 
^  County,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  this  district.  His  career 
has  been  identified  for  many  years  with  the  growth 
of  the  agricultural  district  wherein  he  lives.  He 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  November  SO, 
1830,andisasonof  Rufus  and  Lucinda( Sherwood) 
Herrick.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  his  mother  of  Massachusetts.  He  was 
the  second  son  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth  and 
when  about  seven  yeare  of  age  his  parents  bi-oiight 
him  with  tiiem  on  emigimting  to  Michigan, 

The  mode  of  traveling  was  at  the  time  of  our 
subject's  advent  into  the  State  very  different  from 
now.  They  traveled  to  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  with  an  ox- 
team.  They  then  loaded  their  household  goods 
upon  .I  vessel  and  came  to  Detroit  by  way  of  the 
lakes.  Thence  they  resumed  their  ox-teams  and 
proceeded    to  Washtenaw  County,  this   State,  the 


family  locating  in  Salem  Township,  that  county. 
Shortly  after  their  settlement  here  they  sustained. 
an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  the  father.  Thus 
the  widow  was  left  with  six  little  chddren  in  a 
new  country  where  life  was  by  no  means  easy.  As 
can  be  imagined  the  young  people  had  to  shift  for 
themselves  as  best  they  could  and  when  a  merelad 
our  subject  began  working  out  for  two  shillings  a 
day.  As  he  grew  older  his  services  grew  more  val- 
uable and  he  was  able  to  assist  his  mother  in  sup- 
porting the  family.  His  school  advantages  were 
very  limited,  but  he  has  so  keenly  appreciated  edu- 
cational advantages  that  he  has  been  one  of  the 
most  ardent  promoters  of  the  upbuilding  of  educa- 
tional institutions  in  this  district. 

Mr.  Herrick'smarriage  was  solemnized  October  6, 

,  1853,  the  bride  being  Mary  J.  Roberts,  daughter  of 
E.  C.  Roberts,  of  Washtenaw  County,  a  pioneer 
of  the  aforesaid  county.     The  young  wife  encour- 

,   aged  hei'  husband  so  that  it  was  not  long  until  they 

;  had  acquired  a  home  of  their  own  that  was  com- 

;  foi-table  and  cozy,  if  it  could  not  boast  the  elegan- 
cies of  fashionable  life.  Eight  children  were  bom 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  and  of  these  four  arc 
still  living.  They  ai-e  Dwelly,  Fred  E.,  Edna  B. 
and  Adda.  The  eldest  son  is  now  a  professor  of 
music  in  the  new  State  of  Washington,  as  is  also 

I    the  youngest  daughter.     They  are  all  accomplished 

I   young  people  and  are  greatly  respected  wherever 

I   they  are  found. 

i  In  1853  Mr.  Herrick  came  to  Ingham  County 
fi-om  Washtenaw  County,  settlingfirst  in  a  log  house 
on  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  acres.  It  was  at  the  time  very  wild  and  the 
work  of  reducingit  to  its  present  finely  productive 
state  has  not  been  small.     The  experience  of  our 

■  subject  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  other 
pioneers  in  the  State,  in  that  he  can  recall  many 
an  instance  of  adventure,  and  even  of  tragedy, 
tliat  woiild  make  the  eyes  of  the  present  genera- 
tion grow  round  with  astonishment  or  fear.  In 
the  early  days  his  home  was  a  frequent  stopping 
place  for  the  Indians  who  were  constant  in  beg- 

,  ging  a  night's  lodging  or  a  meal.  Mr,  Herrick  has 
served  as  School  Director  of  his  district  for  a  num- 

I  ber  of  yeai"S  and  has  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  both  church  and  school  matters.    His  life 
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Iifls  liecii  diaractfrizfil  liy  strict  arlliereiice  tii  Ctiris- 
tiftii  principles,  liotli  lie  and  his  wife  arc  memliej's 
of  tlie  ^lethodist  Epiwopnl  C'liiircli  and  liave  teen 
s«i  connected  for  years.  Onr  subject  is  Stewmd  of 
tliat  ljod_v  and  has  filled  otiier  otflees,  Althoiiffli 
one  of  the  older  men  who  still  engage  in  active 
faiming,  Jlr.  Ilerrick  does  not  allow  himself  to  be 
left  in  the  rear  in  the  pi'ogi-ess  of  his  falling.  His 
fai-ni  is  not  only  well  kept  up  but  he  owns  some  <)f 
the  finest  agricultural  implements  that  are  the  latest 
patt«rn  in  design.  He  and  his  wife  in  the  meridian 
(if  tlteir  career  enjoy  to  the  full  the  blessings  an<l 
advantages  tliat  are  granted  them  in  i-eturn  for 
their  early  \-eftcs  of  labor. 


^^#^^^ 


f,  US.  SALl.V  ANN  OAKLEY.  Among  the 
liroinineiit  women  ol'  White  Oak  Township 
we  nrv  pleased  to  i»i'esenl  the  name  of  the 
lady  of  ]Jio\>ei-ty  who  I'esidea  on  section 
33,  a  lady  who  is  notable  alike  in  her  home  and  in 
sfxrfal  and  chui-ch  chcles,  and  to  whom  is  nniver- 
sally  gi-ant«d  the  esteem  and  respect  of  those  who 
know  her.  Mrs.  Oakley  is  a  native  of  New  Yovk 
whei-e  she  ivas  Imm  in  1811,  and  she  has  therefore 
rounded  out  fotii-seore  years  of  a  happy  life. 

Richard  Oakley,  the  husband  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  I8{)l,  in  the  Empire  Klate.  their  wedding 
day  lieing  Oetol)er,  2.'j.  1835.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Oakley  was  Sally  Ann  (Jarrott,  'IVo  yeai-s 
after  marriage  this  excellent  couple  started  for 
Rfitthigan  to  take  possession  of  the  farm  which  Mr. 
Oakley  had  piu-ehased  the  pi-evious  year.  Ilei-e 
ujKin  tlie  same  section  where  the  widow  now  makes 
her  home  they  )>egan  life  in  the  new  West  and 
reared  their  family. 

The  children  of  Mrs.  Oakley  are  as  follows: 
Minerva,  born  August  13,  1837,  now  Mrs.  Thomac 
Turner,  and  the  mother  of  two  children;  William, 
W-,  l>om  .Tuly  19,  1839,  who  married  Jane  ^'an 
Buren  and  has  four  children;  Richard  S.,  whost^ 
birth  took  place  September  'iii,  1841,  and  who  mar- 
ried, fli-st,  Cornelia  Osman,  who  died  without  leav- 


ing cbildren,  and  the  swoiui.  .Samli  Itigg.s,  who 
has  one  child,  and  -lames  G..  wlio.se  liirtb  took 
place  .lune  1,  184.3, and  who  married  Addle  Hedge- 
land.  T'o  .lames  and  Addie  Oakley  was  one  child 
lK)rn,  Maiy  lledgeland,  and  who  is  now  maiiied  to 
Mr.  John  C'lemmens,  The  next  son,  Andrew  Jack- 
son by  name,  was  Ixim  September  6,  1840,  and  has 
now  jMUfsed  from  earth.  (Jeorge  Washington  I>orn 
November  '27,  1847,  married  Maria  Hall  and  has 
two  children.  Eddie  and  Ella  Ma\-.  Mary  Jane, 
born  February  1 7.  1850,  is  married  to  U'esie_i-  Ilai"- 
ner;  Daniel  Potter,  lM>rn  April  :'i,  18;)2,  is  united 
with  Mary  Waflfel,  by  whom  he  has  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Tlie  youngest  son, 
.lonathan  Oakley,  iKirii  March  25.  185').  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Mi-s,  Oakley  is  havinga  fine  liiisiuessand  general 
farming  carried  on  on  her  estate  which  is  her  pTO|)- 
erty  during  life,  and  she  puts  the  work  in  the 
liantis  of  her  S(nis.  Th<'  fann  is  well  stocked  and 
they  are  carrying  it  on  with  etHcieney  and  success. 
I'lie  father  was  a  radical  I>emoci"at  and  the  sons 
a^lhei'e  to  the  same  jwlitical  doctrine.  The  Meth- 
odist Church  is  the  religious  body  with  whicli  they 
are  in  sympath^\-,  and  they  are  earnestly  int«i'est^d 
in  Sunday-school  w(irk.  Mr.  Oakle\'  departed  this 
life  lit  Ills  liouie  in  this  townshij)  .Inly  l!l.  1877. 


=-^€^Sil^*IIS3#i 


SKTH  P.  IIABUIS,  a  i-epi-esentative  citizen 
of  section  18,  Locke  Township,  Ingham 
County,  is  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  boni  May  10,  184'2.  His  par- 
ents were  Daniel  and  Kliza  (Sage)  Hariis,  natives 
of  ('<inneeticut  and  Massachusetts  I'espectively. 
The  boy  was  brfnight  up  on  the  fann  and  became 
a  farmer,  which  calling  he  has  pui-sned  through 
life,  lie  received  a  fair  education  in  his  youth 
and  has  heen  an  extensive  reader,  in  which  way 
he  has  enlarged  and  enlivened  his  understanding  of 
men  and  hooks. 

Our  subject  was  married  February  i'J,  1871,  to 
Mary  J.  Wilson,  whose  mother,  Samh  Wilson,  was 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  her  father,  Eoliert,  was 
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an  Kii^lishniftii.  By  tliis  m.irriag*  two  uhilditMi 
were  born,  Sarah  F.  and  John.  Mr,  Harris  fii-st 
came  to  Micliigan  in  1869  and  returned  to  New 
York  to  aecui-e  his  iiride,  whom  he  brought  to  his 
new  home  in  IH71.  Here  they  settled  in  tlie  wild 
woocfe  of  Loeke  Township  and  for  eight  yean-  did 
genuine  pioneer  work,  and  suffered  fi-om  timt 
plague  of  pioneer  life,  the  ague.  They  own  sonic 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  is  now  considered  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county. 

The  Democratic  [tai-ty  eml)odies  the  ixilitical 
(jriuciples  which  Mr  Harris  endorses  and  his  help- 
ing hind  IS  attiays  reidy  to  forward  any  enterprise 
which  shall  build  up  the  social,  industrial  and 
hninnil  inleiLstA  of  the  county.  It  is  now  liis 
third  ^eai  as  a  bcIkkjI  olHier  and  several  yeai'S  ago 
Ik  wat-  ekcted  Instue  of  the  Peace  but  declined  to 

jUHllfV 

Ml  Hiui  «n  I  III  Noveinlier  17, 1843,inKssex 
(  I  iiiLt\  \  \  ^\  l[LJi  lier  father  flist  emigrated  to 
\nRiiui  he  loiUed  in  (  aiiada  for  a  short  time  and 
then  lemoyed  to  'Vew  ^ork,  where  lie  died.  She 
lifl'*  one  biothei  (  hailes  I).  Wilson,  who  resides  in 
^ew  \oik  Hu  ffttliet  was  a  (Junker  in  his  ivli- 
gioii-'  lift  ninl  Iri  niotlicf  a  memher  of  the  Mi'th- 
odiet  I  pi-j.<HMil  Chniili,  hi  tlie  social  ciiolcs  of 
lx>cke  lown-tliip  Mi  and  Mis  Haiiis  fill  «  laii[t 
and  impoitant  plact  andau  de^jeuded  upon  tokad 
tlieii  iRij:lil«ns  in  nialter-  of  mutual  impuitantc 
nid  iiitof   t 


^^^KOKM  B  \  V\  in  \  lue*  .>ii  a  hn. 
ill  ^^_.  faun  of  Hm  lumdud  tiiul  tliiitei  n  H(ie~  in 
^^S  Meiidiin  lown^hij  hi^hnin  ( oiiiit\  tlii- 
StaU'.  lie  WI--  lioin  in  Noitlihdrt  loiMLshi|» 
Waahteuiiv  (ount\,  Iiili  i  ]'^i  \  Hi-  jiimil- 
were  Aaion  B  and  (.  \nthii  (Kan^Mit)  \  ni  \tti 
who  weip  iiatut- "1  N("  \crn\  I  hi  \  nuemu 
ried  alwut  1X2  »  nid  in  IHii  IIr\  nu  \td  to  Miih 
igan,  Anivina  lu  Dttioit  m  due  toui-e  i)f  tiuu 
they,  sUul<.d  f<  i  then  iu\\  Imnu  id  \^  iiMhteiia» 
County  II  I*  pi.  I  itle  tliil  "\Ii  \  in  \tlilocaterI 
this  land  in  1827.     At  any  late  tliere  wasiiut.even 


a  trail  leading  to  the    plaet;   and    they  liad  to  find 
tlieii'  way  thei-e  by  means  of  a  jjocket  eompasw. 

'ilie  land  which  the  elder  Mr,  \an  Atta  had  lo- 
cated was  situated   nine    miles    noilheast   of  Ann 
Arbor,  which  was  at  that  time  only  a  small  village, 
the    country    around  being   a    dense    wilderness. 
Only  a  very  few  settlersjiad  arrived  in  tlie  county 
pmvioue  to  tbat   time.     His    nearest   iieighiior  on 
the  south  was  six  miles  distant.     Aaron  A' an  .\ttA 
was  a    public-spirited    man    and    intet'estf^l  in  the 
])ri^ress   of   the   county.     In    iKilitics    lie   was  an 
earnest  Democrat  and  was  one  of  the  Hist  Sheriff's 
of    Washtenaw    Connty.     He    was    a    successful 
fai-mer,   commeucing    with    a    (juarter   section   of 
land,  he  impi-oved  it  and  added  to  it  from  time  to 
time  until  his  death    which   occuired  in  1877,  .-ind 
fttwhicli  time  he  owned  a   valuable   farm  of  Uiim 
hundred  and  twenty-  acres,     ^Vaion    It.  Van  Atla's 
first  wife  died  in    1887,    leaving   tliree  cliildreu— 
William,  who  died    in  bis  nintli  year;  :Maigarett.i, 
who  was  bom  in  1833  andmari-iedtoHii-am  Smith 
of  Pine  Lake;  and  (leorge  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketi'h.     About  four  years  after  the  death  of  his 
I    first  wife.  Mr.  \'an    Atta   was   again    niaiTied,  his 
1    bride  being  Klinor  Dowei-s,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Seven  cliildren  were  liorn  to  this  marriage,  four  of 
nliom  -till  ■'ui  vm 
1        (j(oiii(.  B  \  nn   \tta  lemiuiLd   at  )i  ilk    ;iltfiid- 
ing  the  public  nchool  and  h(.lptui>    »itli    the  larm 
I    until  he  was  aliout  tweut\  \eirB  old    he  nlsn  sj)ent 
I    oiu    ttini  m  the    Ip-ilaiiti  state  "Nonna    School. 
t    W  Iru  ilxmt  twent\     \tais   of    age  he  lemoved  to 
tin  t(  nn-liip  of    I  iKkt.    ind    lionglit  one  hundicd 
111  !  liEt\  iLU-ot  land    becoming  indebted  foi  it  to 
tin  (Xttiit  <  t  «<H)H       Vpiil    13,    18>b    oui    subject 
iMi-nnnud    to    I  li/aheth    Smith,  a    daiightci  of 
I  mil  -    Hit]    1  li/abeth    Smith    of    Itath    lowuship 
(  lint  111  (.    UJit\    thi-  State       Ihev  weie  natives  of 
\(H  loik  and  tmn  to  JMichigan   in  an  early  day, 
-dtlin^    111    Washtenaw    (  ount\       llie\    Mxin    i-e- 
1111  \ed    to    (  linton    t  <  uut\     how<\u      uid   wei-e 
I    imont,  the  tuhe  I    etilu    ihui       Mi    Siintii    died 
tebiuu\  b,  18>l    hi     Ml,     I  iMMnn  li  in  until  the 
follownm    vutuinn 
1        Mis  A  an   \tU    wiv    one    ot    fomteen    cliildren 
I    IsjiB  to  tht-se  old  pioneeiv  and  at  the  piesent  dat<^ 
I    (lyi)  theiT  are  eight  rejireaentativeii   of  the  fam- 
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ily  living.  She  waa  born  in  Washtenaw  County, 
November  12,  1836.  The  original  of  tltis  sketch 
remained  on  his  farm  in  Locke  Township  until  the 
fall  of  1858,  when  he  exchanged  eighty  acres  of  it 
for  eighty  acres  of  the  land  now  occupied  by  liim. 
There  was  at  that  time  only  thirty  acres  partially 
cleared  when  he  bought  it.  He  added,  however, 
to  this  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  at  one 
time  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  in  one 
tract. 

Eight  cliildren  have  blest  tlie  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife.  They  are  Cynthia  A.,  Carrie  J., 
Rose  E.,  George  M.,  Theoreu  A.,  Oetavia  B.,  Bertha 
C.  and  Fernando  E.  The  eldest  daughter  was  born 
April  18, 1857.  81ie  was  married  to  Edward  Elliot 
of  Williamston  Township.  They  have  five  children 
whoijc  names  are,  Bertha,  Maude,  Orlo,  Ray  and 
Mary,  Mi-s.  Elliott  was  educated  in  the  High  Schools 
of  Ingham  County.  Carrie,  who  was  bom  Septem- 
ber 30,  1859,  married  Emest  Banghart  of  Lansing; 
she  is  the  mother  of  three  children — Arthur, 
George  and  Fre<l.  Mi«.  Banghart  was  also  edu- 
cated in  the  High  Schools  of  the  county.  Rose  E,, 
born  iJeceml>er  18,  1861,  took  a  three  years'  col- 
legiate course  in  Hillsdale  College,  during  which 
she  made  a  specialty  of  music;  George  M.,  born 
September  21,  1863,  took  a  coiii-se  in  both  Hills- 
dale College  and  the  Michigan  State  Agricultural 
College;  he  is  now  in  a  wholesale  and  retail  hard- 
ware establishment  in  Bucoda,  Wash.;  Theoren  A., 
born  January  23,  1866,  took  a  course  in  Poucher's 
Business  College  in  Ionia;  he  is  now  a  farmer  in 
Newton  County,  Mo.;  Oetavia  B.  was  born  April 
20,  1870,  and  is  at  home;  Bertha  C.  was  born 
March  3,  1872,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Hillsdale 
College;  Fernando  K.  was  born  October  19,  1878, 
and  is  still  at  home.  Mr.  Van  Attji  has  always 
kept  a  good  grade  of  stock,  a  portion  of  his  farm 
being  especially  adapted  to  this  lino  of  agricultural 
business. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Fiee-Will  Baptist  Church  of  Bath,  with  which 
they  have  been  connected  for  thirty  five  years. 
Their  commodious  briok  house  was  built  in  1879 
and  is  convenient  and  attractive.  The  attendant 
farm  buildings  are  also  substantial  and  capacious. 
In  politics  our  subject  has  always   been  a  Demo- 


crat but  never  an  aspirant  for  political  honors. 
The  family  have  a  host  of  warm  friends  in  Ing- 
ham County  and  are  universally  esteemed  by  all 
who  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  on  his  father's  side 
was  a  native  of  Holland. 


jSj_^  ARRISON  O.  CALL.  The  gentleman  whom 
Fjil  Uncle  Sam  has  seen  fit  and  proper  to  place 
1^^^  at  the  head  of  postal  affairs  in  the  city  of 
^y)  Mason,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Besides  being 
pereonally  a  man  whose  integrity,  intelligence  and 
fitness  for  the  office  render  him  eligible  to  such  a 
position,  he  has  the  additional  advantage  of  hav- 
ing served  the  country  in  its  hour  of  need,  and 
dui'itig  the  late  Rebellion  hazarded  his  life  in  the 
chances  of  war.  This,  in  a  wise,  is  a  sort  of  obli- 
gation that  is  recognized,  even  before  any  other, 
when  it  is  in  union  with  fitness  and  caiiability. 

Postmaster  Call  was  born  in  Springpoit,  Cayuga 
County,  K  Y.,  April  17,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of 
Orlando  B.  and  Caroline  C.  (Crandall)  Call,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Colerain,  Mass.,  and  the 
mother,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  On  the  paternal  side 
our  subject  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  on  the  mater- 
nal,of  English,  thus  uniting  two  stanch  and  sturdy 
temijeraments,  that  are  blended,  modified  and  beau- 
tified hy  their  residence  and  adoption  into  America, 
Our  subject's  parents  came  to  this  State  in  1858, 
tlie  father  being  a  Baptist  minister  who  had  early 
acquired  land  here,  so  that  our  subject  was  reared 
on  a  farm, 

As  a  boy  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing 
received  all  the  advantages  that  were  to  be  obtained 
in  a  country  school  and  the  additional  one  of  being 
a  member  of  a  family  whose  head  was  a  gentleman 
and  a  scholar.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of 
the  Eebelliou  young  Call  was  in  the  Union  School 
at  Corunna.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the 
Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  August  9, 1862,  and 
was  the  greater  [mrt  of  his  service  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.     For  six  months  he  waa  detailed  tg 
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duty  as  a  scout  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  diirinj; 
which  time  lie  liad  many  interesting  and  exciting 
adventures.  He  took  pai-t  in  tlie  battle  of  Fredei- 
icksl>in'g,  was  also  at  Hoi-seslioe  Bend  and  atOiecn 
liiver  Ford.  He  also  experienced  the  honoi'S  of 
war  in  tlie  liattles  of  the  Wilderness  and  at  Spott- 
^v1\'ania,  wliei-e  he  with  his  regiment  was  engaged 
in  a  hand  to  hand  entionntcr  with  a  relwl  brigade. 
.Vt  the  Litter  place  he  wnw  captni'ed.  escatjed  and 
was  retaken  thi-ee  succetst'ive  times  in  one  day.  At 
North  Anna  River  he  received  a  slight  wound  in 
the  knee  from  a  minie  hall,  hut  was  not  enough 
wounded  to  ineapaoitatc  him  for  service.  While 
scouting  he  was  with  Lieuts,  M.  A.  Hogan,Thomaj: 
Campbell,  of  the  Kighth  Michigan  Infantry,  Capl. 
Thomas  Keaton,  Maj.  McBeth,  of  Kentucky,  and 
William  Bramlette,  a  son  of  (iov.  Bi-amlette,  of  Ken- 
tucky. Tht^e  parties  were  also  scout«i  and  witli 
them  he  did  good  -iervice.  At  one  time,  wilh 
(iajit.  Ilogan,  he  peneti-ated  the  enemy's  lines  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  and  captured  five  ivhol  sol- 
diers, and  brought  them  to  cam])  as  trophies  of 
tlieii"  valor.  He  wa>  honoi'aljly  discharged  May  30, 
1 S65.  Jlr.  Cull  b.  i)roud  of  the  distinction  that  he 
was  one  with  thirty  othei-s  who  opened  tlie  way  in 
the  Coiifederatt  lines  and  took  the  tirwt  artillery 
into  Petersburg,  his  regiment,  witli  the  Fii'St 
Michigan  Slmi-pshootera  and  the  Second  Slichigan 
Infantry,  Iteing  the  lii-st  to  raise  their  colors  in  that 
city. 

As  may  lie  iufiiii-ed  from  the  fact  that  our  snli- 
jeet  left  school  to  enlist  in  the  war,  his  education 
was  not  completed  and  he  was  Jiiore  than  ever  die- 
satistied  with  his  attainment*'  aft^r  having  as»o- 
.  elated  with  intelligent  and  brainy  men  during 
the  war,  and  learning  a.s  much  of  the  country  as 
he  did,  -so,  after  returning  home,  he  entered  the 
public  school  at  I^nsing,  tiiis  Stat-e,  with  tlie 
determination  to  acquire  a  complete  education. 
Our  subject  was  married  Octobei'  20,  1 867,  to  Miss 
Eunie  E.  Lamh,  of  Bowling  (4reen.  Ohio,  where 
she  was  Ijorn  October  27,  ISftl.  and  wat;  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  Wil!iam*lj.  and  Paraelia  ,{f'hapman)  fjan)!', 
both  natives  of  Ohio. 

After  bis  marriage  our  subject  devoted  his  atten- 
tion during  tlic  summers  U>  farming,  and  the  win- 
ters were  silent  in  teaching.     He  w.as  thus  eniployed 


for  several  yeai-s.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Mason 
and  was  soon  aftei'  elected  Justice  of  the  I'eace,  in 
whicli  office  he  served  for  two  yeai-s.  He  then 
losigned  and  was  appointed  Under  Sheriff,  in 
which  capacity  he  ofticiated  for  four  yeai's,  during 
wliicli  time  he  did  the  principal  work  of  the 
Sheriff.  His  ability  being  recognized,  he  was 
elected  Sheritf,  served  two  years  and  then  retired 
to  his  fain)  in  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County. 
Mich.  Uuring  this  time  many  demands  were  made 
upon  his  strength,  ftnd  his  health  suffered  in  conse- 
quence, and  for  a  year  after  the  expiration  of  his 
t«rm  as  Sheriff  lie  traveled  in  northern  Michigan 
for  rest  and  reci'eation.  He  was  also  intei-ested  in 
^ome  land  in  which  he  had  invested  in  Charlevoix 
County. 

The  first  lirfak  in  i)ie  domestic  life  occurred 
October  24.  [K7(i,at  which  time  his  wife  died, leav- 
ing him  three  children:  Carrie  P., bom  August  2.^, 
1868;  Kdith  E.,  September  30,  187(1;  and  Harry 
^Y.,  July  2SI,  I87f).  Our  subject  was  again  mairied 
February  15,  1881,  to  iliss  lsal>el  Lindsay,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Donnon)  Lind- 
say. Jlrs.  Call  is  a  native  of  I^nawee  County. 
Mich.,  being  there  Ixmi  June  17,  1855.  Bv  this 
niarrwge  there  is  one  child,  whose  advent  into  tlie 
world  was  made  January  6,  1884. 

'riie  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  lai^  faiii- 
iiy,  in  which  were  eleven  children.  He  is  the 
sixth  in  oi-der  of  birth,  and  besides  himself  three 
of  his  l>rothei-f(  served  during  the  war.  They  are 
John  M.,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  IJun.  His  leg  was  shattered  hy  a  shell,  and 
two  amput-atioiis  being  necessary,  he  did  not  sur- 
vive the  suffering  of  a  second.  He  left  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  still  living  and  whose  name 
is  Eva  M.  She  married  William  Almy,  of  Hornelb- 
ville,  X.  y.  Henry,  who  served  two  teniis  during 
the  war,  was  three  times  wounded  and  discharged 
on  account  of  wounds,  but  afterward  was  at*epted 
a»  a  sharijshooter,  again  receiving  a  wound,  whicli 
is  an  lionorable  decoration,  testamen tari-  of  his 
bravery  and  loyalty.  Ho  now  lives  in  l^ndonj 
Tenn.,  and  is  the  recipient  of  a  pension.  Angus- 
tus  T..  who  served  two  years  in  the  Hrst  Michigan 
Sbarpshoot*i-s,  was  shot  through  the  liody,  his  lung 
Iteing  penetrated  by  the  Iwtll.     He  is  now  Postmas- 
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ter  at  Lake  View,  Montcalm  County,  Mich.,  and  in 
the  receipt  of  a  pension  of  116  per  month.  The 
war  record  of  Postmaster  Call  is  distinguished  for 
his  readiness  to  undertake  e^ctra  duty,  as  he  never 
lost  an  opportunity  to  volunteer  where  there  was 
a  dangei'ous  or  arduous  task  to  be  undertaken. 
He  was  the  first  one  of  tlie  three  who  volunteei-cd  to 
remove  the  abattis  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  at 
Petersburg,  and  at  that  time  he  was  put  in  com- 
mand of  all  who  went  out  to  do  such  duty.  Tlie 
place  was  one  of  such  danger  that  it  was  considered 
sure  death  to  those  who  Hndei-took  it. 

In  his  religious  relation  our  subject  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  has  ever  been  ready  to 
uphold  and  support  Gospel  work.  He  is  a  Trustee 
in  the  body  of  which  he  ie  a  member.  Socially 
there  are  many  calls  upon  him,  and  he  is  in.  con- 
stant requisition  when  a  speech  is  to  be  made  be- 
foi'e  a  political  or  social  assemblage.  He  is  associ- 
ated with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  Master 
Ma8(m.  He  is  of  course  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  being  regarded  with  affec- 
tionate admiration  by  his  comrades.  In  this  l>ody 
he  is  a  Past  Commandei-. 


-s^^^is^ai^Bs-^s- 


rGBERT  TOMS.  We-  herewitli  present  the 
sketch  of  a  prominent  and  wealthy  farmer 
ILtr-^/  and  stock-raiser,  whose  home  is  upon  sec- 
tion 7,  Locke  Township.  He  is  a  native  of  Genesse 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  on  the  3 1st  of 
March,  1825.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Celesta 
(Eldridge)  Toms,  were  natives  respectivclyof  Sara- 
toga and  Washington  Counties,  N.  Y.  Scotch  stock 
hi  said  to  iiave  originated  the  family  on  tlie 
father's  side  and  the  mother's  ancestors  were  Irisli. 
Kghert  Toms  is  the  oldest  son  in  a  family  of  four 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
where  from  early  boyliood  he  engaged  in  farming. 
But  few  educational  advantages  were  offered  him 
in  his  youth  and  he  has  found  it  necessary  to  sup- 
plement by  a  systematic  course  of  reading  the 
schooling  which  he  then  received. 

Egliert  Toms  and  Sophrania  Kennedy  were  mar- 
ried February  7,  1855.    This  lady   is  a  native  of 


Wyoming  County,  N.  Y,,  and  is  now  the  mother 
of  six  children;  Samuel,  Clara,  Zida,  Germain, 
lUysses  G.  and  Charles  M.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
Mr.  Toms  with  his  family,  emigrated  to  Ingham 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled  upon  the  fann  in  Locke 
Township  which  is  now  his.  He  has  taken  aiv-in- 
terest  in  forwarding  the  educational  afiaire  of  the 
citizens  of  the  county.  His  excellent  and  amiable 
wife  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  liaptist  Church 
and  tliey  are  both  ever  active  in  promoting  move- 
ments which  will  elevate  society. 

The  interest  which  Mr.  Toms  maintains  in  the 
agricultural  community  and  his  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  the  laboiing  man  have  brought  him  into 
connection  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry'.  The 
beautiful  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  aci'es 
streaks  forth  the  praises  of  the  man  whose  system- 
atic hand  and  thorough  industiy  have  brought  it 
to  its  present  prosperous  and  prolific  condition. 
This  estate  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country,  is  represented  by  a  view  on  an- 
other page  of  the  Ai.inji. 


\1  OIIN  W  STELZEK  Ihe  piomment  farmer 
I  whom  we  now  preient  to  our  leaders  was 
^\\\  born  April  2,  183**  in  Ka\  ^ria,  Germany, 
1^^  of  which  country  his  pirent^  Wolfgang 
and  Margaret  (Kieial)  Stelzei  weie  il'^o  natives. 
The  grandfather  who  likewise  bore  the  name  of 
Wolfgang,  was  i  farmei  and  the  father  of  three 
sons  and  four  daughters 

His  son  Wolfgang  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  that  ever  came  to  the  United  States  and  he 
migrated  in  1854  with  his  family  of  seien  chil- 
dren namely:  Maigaiet  John  W,  Adim  John  B., 
Elizabeth,  James  and  Henry.  He  settled  on  sec- 
tion 13,  Cohoctah  Township,  where  he  cultivated 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  this  was 
his  home  until  his  death,  December  7,  1876.  He 
was  sixty-seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  demise, 
and  his  good  wife  survived  him  for  seven  years 
dying  April  14.  1883.  They  were  both  members 
of  the  Luthei-an  ChuroU,  and  possessed  of  unosten- 
tatious Christian  chai'acterB. 
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Our  subject  received  his  education  in  both  the 
Gei-man  and  tlie  Englisii  languages  and  thua  at- 
tained   a    thorough    grounding  in    tlie  elements, 
Wlien  nineteen  years  old  he  liegan   work  for  liini-    \ 
self  and  labored    by  the  month    for  three   yeare.    I 
During  the  last  of    this    [jeriod   lie    received    the 
yearly  wages  of  $100  from  Dr.  Alien,  and  by  cau'-    ' 
ful  economy  was  enabled  to  purchase  eighty  acre^   ' 
of  timber  land,  sitnated  where  lie  now  resides  nn    ! 
section  13.     This  he  at  once  began   to   clear  and    ; 
put  in  condition    for  cultivation.     He  now  owns   i 
five  hundred  and  ninety  acres   and  has  cleared  in    i 
all  about  three  hundred  acres.     Upon  this  farm  he 
has  placed  a  good  house  and  excellent  liarns.     He 
has  not  only  kept  himself  clear  from  debt  but  has 
accumulated  means  aside  from  his   real  estate,  in   f 
whicli  lie  has  had  some  assistance  from  his  fatlici  's 
estate,  from  which  he  received  |1,S(I0.  so  tliat  he  is  : 
now  the  heaviest  tax  payer  in  the  town.ship. 

It  was  in  May,  1863  that  Mr.  Stelzer  was  united  ' 
in  marriage  witli  Margaret  'Iliumser,  daiigliter  of  ; 
Nicliolas  and  Margaiet  (liank)  Tlmmser,  who  came  ! 
to  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  18fl3  and  settled  i 
on  a  farm  in  Colioctah  Township.  Their  daughter  i 
is  a  native  of  Bavaria,  as  is  her  luisliand,  and  in  I 
their  union  tliey  liave  found  hai-mony  and  pros-  i 
perity.  The  four  children  who  have  been  granted  i 
to  them  aie:  Augusta,  Matilda,  Fred  J.,  and  I 
Joiin  B.  Augusta  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Sleider  [ 
and  has  established  a  home  of  her  own.  llie  Lu-  I 
theran  and  the  Evangelical  Churches  ai-e  the  re-  i 
ligions  bodies  with  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  : 
are  respectively  connected,  and  in  their  church  | 
work  they  find  a  bi-oad  field  of  inlluence.  The  at-  '. 
tention  of  the  i-eader  is  invited  to  a  view  of  the  | 
pleasant  homestead  of  Mr.  Stclzcf,  found  elsewhere 


^P^KAjST  S.  BUEUESS.  He  of  whom  we  shall 
[l[  ^^  attempt  to  give  a  short  biographical  sketch 
*5^2i  '"  "I'tline  is  tlie  leading  merchant  in  the 
pretty  town  of  UrighUm,  Livingston  Comity,  tliis 
State.    He  is  also  a  native  of  this  State  and  county 


and  conseqently  his  interests  naturally  center  here 
more  than  they  otherwise  would.  Pioneer  life  in 
Michigan  isa  familiar  tale  to  him  and  its  hardships 
as  well  as  its  adventures  have  made  a  lasting  im- 
pression uix>n  his  mind.  Mr.  Burgess  was  bom  in 
Putnam  Township,  this  county,  December  25, 1844, 
and  has  here  made  his  home  all  his  life,  having 
sfeirted  out  in  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age  and 
attained  his  present  high  standing  by  his  own  un- 
aided efi'orts. 

Our  subject's  father,  Samuel  Burgess,  who  was  a 
native  of  New  York  and  boi'n  sometime  in  the  year 
18(I!J,  came  to  Michigan  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  1826,  with  his  mother  and  stepfather,  hia 
own  father  having  died  when  he  was  quite  young. 
The  family  settled  near  Ann  Arbor  at  a  day  when 
settlers  were  few  and  far  between.  Michigan  was 
then  a  TeiTitoiy  and  continued  so  for  several 
yeare  after  their  settlement  here.  In  1833  our  sub- 
ject's father  stai'ted  out  in  life  for  himself,  locating 
in  Putnam  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  two 
j'cai-s  later  took  up  a  piece  of  land  from  the  Gov- 
erament,  clearing  and  improving  eiglity  acres. 

To  such  good  purpose  did  the  elder  Mr.  Burgess 
puisne  the  work  of  clearing  his  tract,  that  when  in 
1854,  he  sold  it,  there  was  not  a  tree  standing  on 
it.  He  seemed  to  have  an  innate  love  for  the  for- 
est, and  that  year,  after  disposing  of  the  farm  that 
he  had  improved  he  went  into  anotJier  locality, 
that  of  Handy  Township,  and  purehased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  on  which  not  a 
stick  had  been  cut  prior  to  his  coming,  and  imme- 
diately began  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving 
another  farm.  His  hard  work,  however,  did  not 
avail  him  much  in  the  end  for  his  health  was  broken 
down ,  and  he  saw  scarcely  a  well  day  after  locating 
on  his  new  fanii  and  finally  died  in  1861.  Hewasa 
typical  pioneer  and  endured  iu any  of  tlie  privations 
and  vicissitudes  incident  to  the  life  which  he  liad 
adopted.  Ho  at  one  time  made  the  breaking  of 
new  land  a  business  and  at  times  owned  three  oi- 
four  yoke  of  oxen  which  were  in  constant  rcquisi 
tion  by  the  early  settlers,  A  harder-working  man 
never  lived. 

Our  subject's  mother  wii^  in  her  maiden  days 
Jliss  Lucy  A.  I'erry,  a  native  of  Saratoga  Comity, 
K.  Y.  She  sumved  her  husband  thirty  years,  finally 
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g  away  J^niiaij  1, 1891,  at  the  good  old  age 
of  seventy-eiglit  years.    She  was  the  mother  of 
Ave  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.     Om- 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  were  received  iu  tlie  pioneer  log  school- 
liouse  of  his  day,  and  those  who  know  of  the  ad- ' 
vantages  given  in  an  educational  way  at  that  time 
can   appreciate  the   fact  tliat  the  tliree  monttus  of 
schooling  during  eacli  winter  did  not  afford  mtich 
of  a  chance  for  any  ^^reat  accumulation  of  book 
lore.    The  school  that  he  attended  was  a  mile  dis-  ■ 
tant  from  his  home  and  in  the  winter  he  liad  to 
wade  through  the  snow  to  his  boot  tops,  and  often   I 
so  long  would  he  be  detained  in  getting  home  after 
school  that  his  mother  feared  lier  son  was  lost  in 
the  snow.     He  is  familiar  witli  some  of  tlie  Imril- 
ships  incident  to  pioneer  life  and  knows  the  suffer- 
ing for  want  of  sufficient  clothiug  and  food- 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  liurgess'  father  the  young 
man  began  working  out  by  the  month  on  neighlior-  ' 
ing  farms.    He  continued  to  so  employ  himself  for 
nearly  five  years.     In  18156  he  accepted  a  por^iiion 
as  clerk  for  William  MePhei-son  &  Won,  of  iloMcil. 
Livingston   County,  witli  whom  he  remained  hiv   , 
six  and  one-half  years.     As  an  employe  he  proved 
himself  so  trustworthy  and  capable  that  in  Mai'ch, 
1873,  they  sold  him  an  interest  in  a  genei-al  store 
which  they  had  established  at  Brighton,  three  yea iw 
before,  n.nd  thci*  he  went  to  manage  the  bufiiiess. 
This  he  continued  to  manage  su««s8fuUy    until 
1888,  when  the  firm  name  was  clianged  from  Me-  , 
Phei-son  &  Co.,  to  G.  S.  Burgess  &  Co.  | 

Under  its  new  praprietorship,  or  rather  the  | 
change  of  name,  for  the  management  wntinues  as 
liefore,  tlie  business  Intw  gi'own  and  lia.i  }ji-oved  to 
lie  very  pi-ofit«ble.  It  is  lix'atcd  in  n  doii!ilc-.s(oro 
building  that  is  iillcd  with  goods  I'omitri^iiigii  ijihkI 
stock  of  dry-goods,  grweries,l)(H)t,-  ami  .-hofs,  hat;;, 
caps  and  ready-made  clothing.  An  addition  to 
the  strtre  was  made  in  1886.  Mr.  Burgess  under- 
stands perfectly  the  i-equirements  and  needs  of  his 
patrons  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  so  well-  ! 
assorted  a  stock  of  goods  that  those  wlin  ii.nlroiiizc 
him  can  find  notliiiig  Ui  1k'  U'tlwi-ed  in  jiis  line, 

Tlie  original  of  <mr  sketch  became  a  iicnedict  in 
J87I,  at  which  time  he  was  married  Ut  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Jenks.  a  native  of  Ohio;  she  is  an  Intelligent   j 


and  amiable  lady,  drawing  about  her  the  best  class 
of  people  in  social  intercourse.  Tlieir  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  five  children — Lan- 
tie  C;  Amelia,  who  is  deceased;  George  S., Charles 
G.  and  Bruce.  As  the  little  ones  are  growing  up 
to  manhood  and  womanhood  they  are  realizing  the 
fond  hopes  of  their  parents  in  becoming  intelligent, 
refined  and  educated.  Their  home  is  everything 
that  a  home  should  be  in  its  purest  sense;  not  a 
j)alace,  but  a  place  where  the  best  nature  can  de- 
velop under  the  most  favorable  cii-cumstances. 
They  are  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Gnr  subject  is  in  his 
|)olitioal  liking  a  Republican.  He  is  libei-al  in  his 
religions  views,  hnt  his  wife  is  a  member  of    tlic 


y 


1. 1. (AM  T.  COMSTKU.  Tliis  rcpru.-- . 
■i.tjitive  citizen,  le^iding  on  section  2K. 
Locke  Township,  Ingham  County,  was 
horn.  March  22,  1896,  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
and  is  a  son  ot  Robert  and  Phoebe  (Sharpsteon) 
Colister.  The  paternal  ancestoi-s  were  Scotch-Irish 
and  he  L-!  fi-om  German  stock  on  the  mother's  side. 
Of  a  large  family  of  children  born  to  his  |Nirent», 
only  two  oi-e  living-  Emma  C  the  wife  of  .Tosepli 
Hedges  in  Ingham  County  being  the  only  sister  of 
out  subject  "ft  hen  about  twelve  years  old  this 
\outli  emigi-ated  with  his  paients  to  Oakland 
(  ount\  till-'  Stati  -kud  theie  the  mother  passed  to 
Ini  lewnid  •mil  t\u  fathti  died  iftcr  their  re- 
nunl  t  >  Clinton  {  'iiint\  i  nnmliei  of  yeai-s  later. 
In  I  til  tin  (  I  iililui  til  I  wtie  (ou-idei-d  lus  pio- 
iH  I'-  I- tin  Mttiidiip  iiunlioken  land  in  the 
foii^t  and  (.leaied  it  foi  Lultivdtion 

V  distnct  school  education  of  thi  most  primitive 
kind  was  all  that  this  ^^oung  man  had  offei-ed  to 
him  but  upon  that  scanty  hut  sure  foundation  he 
has  bnijded  a  su|>erstnictiii'e  of  intelligence  and 
broad  information,  as  he  haw  cultivated  a  tasite 
for  reading  and  has  fed  ujiou  substantia  I. literature 
Celesliuc  Freeman  was  the  maiden  name  of  tlie 
lady    who    became  his   wife     upon    the    3d     of 
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December,  18i9.  She  was  born,  October  28,  1829. 
in  Niagara  Connty,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  David  Five- 
man  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  her  mother, 
Betsey  Tliomas,  was  lK)in  in  t'oiinecticnt.  Tlic 
Freemans  are  said  to  be  of  (Jerman  extraction. 
To  her  jjarenls  were  )>orn  ttve  ctiildven,  tliree  only 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Orplia,  Harriet, 
the  wife  of  William  Gwnn  and  Mrs.  Coliater. 

This  lady  came  to  Michigan  witli  her  [larents 
when  she  was  fifteen  years  old  and  in  the  woods 
of  Meridian  Township,  Ingham  County,  they  did 
pioneer  work.  She  taught  four  terms  of  school 
aft«r  coming  to  tliis  State  and  is  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  Her  three  living  chil- 
dren are:  Emma  A.,  wife  of  F.  A.  Feller;  Mary, 
wife  of  W.  II.  Johnson  and  Henry.  The  Colistcrs 
came  to  their  present  farm  in  the  fall  of  1^56,  and 
under  their  hand  it  has  greatly  improved  so  that 
it  is  now  very  productive  and  m  a  fine  condition. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Colister  is  decidedly 
independent  as  he  casts  his  ballot  for  the  man  and 
the  measure  and  not  for  the  party,  and  is  ever  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  public  ^jjirited  and 
enterprising  men  in  the  township.  His  excellent 
property  has  been  gained  through  the  industry 
and  self-denial  of  himself  and  his  good  wife  and 
they  have  spent  tJieir  lives  in  usefulness  and 
friendly  kindness  to  all  who  have  come  in  their 
way.  Their  farm  comprises  some  eighty  aei'cs  of 
land  wliit^h  bear  the  indisputable  marks  of  the  hand 
of  a  thrifty  farnier,  Mr.  C'olister  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order  and  is  highly  i-espeeted  in 
that  !>ody. 


RANK  P.  VAN  BUREN,  wholesale  and  tc- 
I  tail  grocer  and  dealer  in  produce  at  Will- 
County,  is  a  son  of  T. 
idson  of  .Tames  M.  Van 
Jei-sey,  who  at  an  early 
St.  Joseph  Connty,  this 
e  s)Tent  in  Mendou,  St. 
fherc  he  cai'ried   on    tlie 


li\  inmston,  Tnghi 

C.Van  Buren  and  a  gr; 
Bnren,  a  native  of  New 
day  became  a  piono«r  i 
State.  His  last  years  w 
Joseph  Connty,  Mich. 


business  of  a  livery  stable.     He  reared  a  family  of 


three  sons  and  four  daughters,  his  son  Oeoi^e 
being  the  builder  of  the  Wakeman  House  at  Men- 
don. 

F.  C  \'an  Biiren  was  of  New  .lersey  birtli  and 
was  liut  a  Iwy  when  he  came  to  this  State.  Uponi 
re^aching  his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming  which 
he  carried  on  until  within  the  last  twelve  years 
when  he  has  retired  from  business,  and  merely  looks 
after  his  own  intei-ests,  being  a  landowner  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  He  was  married  in  that  county  to 
Marj'  Done,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Done,  who  died 
in  California.  Mr.  Done  was  a  farmer  and  miner 
and  also  a  successful  speculator.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  had  three  children  Frank  P.,  Eva  A. 
and  Maude. 

He  of  wlioni  we  write  first  say  the  light  in  Men- 
don  Township,  St.  Joseph  County,  December  21, 
1824,  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced 
clerking  and  for  about  four  years  was  in  the  gen- 
ei-al  stoi'e  of  J,  B.  and  I-I,  Anderson,  He  then  went 
to  Coldwater  and  clerked  for  W.  S.  Allen  and  was 
in  his  dry-goods  store  for  two  yeais,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  entered  the  wholesale  and 
retail  drygoods  house  of  Donehoe  &  Riardion  at 
Muskegon.  Later  he  sent  two  years  at  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.,  and  afterward  traveled  in  the  West 
for  a  wholesale  tol>acco  firm,  thus  awjuiring  quite 
an  experience. 

The  next  move  of  this  enterprising  young  man 
was  to  enter  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house  of  Voigt, 
llerpolshimer  &  Ca,  at  Grand  Rapids  and  in  1882 
he  came  to  Williamston  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  produce  business,  Imving  sales  during 
the  first  year-  to  about  «16,000  and  in  1890  his 
sales  amounted  to  *7.'i,000.  He  carries  the  largest 
stfH'k  of  groceries  tliat  is  to  lie  found  along  the 
line  of  tJie  Detroit  <t  Lansing  Railway,  keeping  in 
stock  fully  $U,OfK»  worth  and  is  an  extensive 
buyer  of  produce  in  different  parts  of  the  State, 

JIi-.  ^'an  Bnren  was  married  in  1881  at  Mendon. 
to  Mary  Kline  whose  fatiier,  a  uative  of  Germany, 
lived  and  died  in  his  native  home.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children,  namely: 
Mabel  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  Martin 
Clyde  and  Eva  Leoim.  lie  carries  over  *Hl,(Hlll 
life  insurance  in  tlie  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  in  the  Modern  Woodmen.    He  has 
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a  fine  bnsiness  education  and  is  counted  as  one  of 
the  leading  busiueas  men  in  the  county.  He  lis 
strictly  temperate  in  his  habits,  as  neither  tobatto 
nor  strong  drink  ever  passes  his  lii>s.  Ilia  pohtail 
Views  bring  him  into  affiliation  with  tlie  Duno 
cratic  party  and  lie  is  eariiestty  desirous  of  the  sik 
cess  of  that  organization. 


^^j  IIK.STI':i{  DKA>'.  A  U-av<ikn-  jvwu  \m^ 
{ll  ^  along  tlie  higiiways  of  Couway  Town^lllI^ 
^^7  Jjivingston  County,  must  be  well  pleased 
witli  the  appearance  of  the  farms  whioli  grett  li  s 
eye.  They  ai-e  well  fenced,  neatly  cultivated  aud 
richly  productive,  and  witt»  their  handsome  fiini 
houses  and  substantial  and  attractive  !>arns  and  out 
buildings  make  upa  beautiful  picture  of  rural  pios- 
perity.  ITiese  farms  are  an  indication  of  the  wcaltli 
and  progre^  of  the  county,  and  among  them  we 
are  pleased  to  mention  that  of  Mr.  Dean, 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1856,  in  Genesee  County, 
Mich,,  not  more  than  two  miles  from  Flint,  and  re- 
mained there  through  his  infaiicj-  removing  when 
two  yeai-9  old  to  Cohoctali  Township  LiMngston 
County.  'I  heme  the  family  letumed  tj  rienc--ec 
County  and  aft«rw  ird  made  tlieii  home  successiveh 
in  Brighton  and  in  Conway  both  of  which  Kttei 
places  are  in  thii  coiintv  aud  fimllv  -ttthd  iiioii 
the  farm  wlicn  Mi    Dtaii  now  n.>^d(^ 

Dnuiel  Dean,  tht  fatliei  ol  oui  hhI  ntl  «  i-,  i  lli 
in  1824,  in  ISew  "i  ork  ind  wis  twiht  \i  ii  l11 
when  he  cam L  t<j  this  Statt  whtu  Ijt  siiU  usidt- 
His  wife,  Lvdia  Cuitis  wiib  a  lutue  <)t  the  I  mpin. 
State,  wheie  ^he  wa.s  1m.  in  in  1«26  ind  to  thtm 
were  gi'anted  teu  thildieii  foui  diughteis  lud  si\ 
sons,  namely  Mar\  deceased  John,  boin  in  1847 
who  is  now  maiiied  to  Mai\  Caipeutei  and  is  the 
father  of  two  daughters  Lucy  who  has  mained 
Albert  Nichob"  ^nd  his  two  sont  ind  one  diugh 
ter;  Wilbei  liom  in  IXil  dictated  liuman  mar 
ried  Normi  Mtiv  ui  nho  Ins  bioiiglil  him  luo 
children;  "Mom  »li<  inwjud  lA'viiia  Can  aud 
has  one  child,  Chratei,  Wjllard,  deceased,  bora  in 


1868  Martha, bom  in  1860  and  maiued  to  tiank 
Randall,  bv  whom  slie  had  one  child  aud  \gneH 
bom  in  1863  who  manied  I  dleason  and  has  one 
child 

Tlte  maiiiage  of  Chestei  Dean  with  Laun  Ritli 
hum  whitli  ttiok  jilace  in  1887  iculttd  in  the 
hirtli  of  one  child  a  daughtei  Vda  who  was  lioin 
'>eptemliei  21  189(t  Mi-s  Dean  i*  a  nati\e  of 
t  onwa\  Fownslup  ind  wiji  hoiii  No\embet  8 
1Hf><i  I  pon  his  faim  Mi  Dean  has  one  hundred 
lud  se^tnteen  heid  of  sheep  and  has  in  average 
sale  of  $>l  >  woith  of  wool  aud  sheep  ea«.h  yeai 
lieJ»ides  this  flock  lie  hah  sufficient  stuck  to  enabk 
)uni  to  cany  on  genei'al  farming  in  tlie  bt-it  lud 
moot  piogie-wut  mannci  His  pohticil  ^lews  in 
time  lum  to  vote  the  iJepulilitan  ticket,  Init  he  has 
leanings  towaid  tlie  cause  of  Piohibition  whitli 
under  liim  quite  independent  in  liis\otc  ns  lit 
lielic\es  a  mm  should  list  his  ui^n  tommoii  scnst 
and    judgment    i-alhti    than  to    Iw.  Iliu<ll>  ltd  )\ 


>-^^^ili-^"i^l^^i 


f)IIN  H  BRISTf)L  is  perhiiw  IS  well  known 
i>  my  man  lu  tht  ttwnship  of  fyione 
Ining^ton  County  as  he  has  made  his 
home  in  the  conn t>  tor  nearh  fifty  ycais 
id  his  fllwus  been  highh  i-espetted  heit  as  a 
tlu  luu^li  ^om^  faimti  aud  business  man  His 
will  (  Imt  111  till  (sktm  whith  is  given  to 
1  111  iiid  h  Ills  |ji„b  standing  lu  the  mtist  till 
till    I  (      k    <  f  Mil    I  lit  if  the  couiit\ 

Mr  Hi  1-1  I  ii  Um  Vpiil  24  1832  in  Rusli 
■\I<iiKt(<  iiiU  \  \  nhtie  hi&  patents  John  \ 
iiid  Su  ih  OIu  u)  Ihi-tjl  iitit  then  itsidmg  Ilit 
filhei  rfis  bom  in  Rtiisstliti  County  and  was -i 
son  of  Betliel  ind  Catlierine  (Heampstead)  Biistol 
Bethel  was  i  shoemakei  by  trade  and  in  latei  y  ears 
removed  to  Monioe  Couutv  where  he  engaged  m 
faiming  Ht  an  1  hi^  ^ood  wife  who  wet e  both 
numliei's  tf  tin  Methodist  tpistopal  Church 
I  n  luiit  up  in  tin  tnith  ind  giace«cof  tht  Chnstian 
It  I  It,  ion  f OUI  sons  and  tliree  diughters  as  follows 
Lydift,  Thomas,  t  aanie,  John  1 .,  Alonzo,  Timothy, 
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iiiHl  Mnry  K.  In  IHIH  -lohii  V.  Bristol  L-nrae  to 
Mieliigaii  and  settled  in  Deertield,  Livingston 
County,  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  greatly  improved  and  rendered  very 
productive.  Besides  carrying  on  farming  he  was 
11  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  tlioi'ough  workman. 
His  in()tlier  made  her  home  with  Alonzo  in  her 
later  years  and  died  at  Coldwater,  Mich.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  flret  wife  having  died  in  New 
York,  and  his  second  wife,  Olive  Seal,  having  sur- 
vived him.  She  liad  six  children — Phmbe,  Bethel, 
Daniel,  Kannie,  .lames  and  Coi'a,  while  the  children 
of  ttie  first  marriage  were  Sarah  C.  (deceased)  and 
John  H. 

The  subject  of  tliis  biographical  sketcli  spent 
his  httyhood  uix>n  the  farm  and  took  advantage  of 
such  opportunities  aw  tlie  district  scliools  afforded. 
.\t  the  age  of  twenty  he  l>egan  for  liimsejf  in  the 
cooperiug  business,  and  in  it  continued  for  about 
three  yeare.  alter  which  he  purchased  one  linndred 
acres  in  Deerfield  Township  wliicli  lie  Hciircd  and 
improved  and  upon  whicli  lie  has  ;tn  ore-hard  of 
ten  acres.  The  family  wasestablislied  in  its  iiroscnt 
home,  April  16, 1873,  on  sections  29  and  ;Hl.  Tvionc 
Township,  The  estate  corapi-ijics  some  one  Imn- 
dred  and  twenty  a^res,  whicJL  ai'C  well-improved 
both  by  cultivation  and  buildings,  and  Mr.  Bristol 
owns  I>eside8  some  forty  atTes  in  Tyi-one  Township, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  aci'cs  in  Midland 
County,  this  State,  liaving  in  all  over  four  hun- 
dred acres  besides  village  proiwi-ty. 

Prior  to  locating  whei'e  lie  now  is,  this  enter- 
prising man  purchased  a  foundiy,  blacksmith  and 
wagon  shop  at  Parsliallville  which  he  operated  for 
alaout  five  years.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  hoi-ses 
and  raises  many  fine  animals.  He  is  an  active  man 
in  the  Democratic  ranks  and  lias  served'  as  Justice 
of  tlie  I'eace  and  also  as  Notary  Public.  He  has 
been  married  three  times,  his  fii-st  wife  being  Polly 
E.,  daugliter  of  Ira  and  Hannah  (Parks)  Marble, 
who  (Mirry  on  a  farm  in  Deerfieid.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children — Ii-a  O.,  Charles  H.,  Wells 
B.,  Clai-ence  A.,  J.  Ward  and  Sarah  C.  She  met 
with  her  death  by  being  overturned  tu  a  buggy 
and  being  thrown  violently  to  the  ground,  her 
ueek  was  broken. 

Tlie  second  wife  of  our  subject,  JLtrj'  Chami)er- 


lin,  died  ciiiidless,  and  the  tiiird  wife,  Alice  M. 
Seaton,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Emily  Seaton, 
now  presides  over  his  home  and  shaies  with  him 
the  respect  and  regard  of  his  neighbors. 


,^^  TKPHKN  r.  I.KKiHTON.  There  is  a  finely 
^^^  operated  fai'ui  on  section  34,  Williamston 
■\i£J^  Township,  Ingham  County,  that  is  owned 
by  him  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Benjamin  Leigh- 
ton,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  in  an  early  day  went 
to  New  York,  where  he  died,  and  a  son  of  Nathan 
Leighton,  who  was  born  in  Maine,  went  to  New 
York  with  his  parents,  and  in  1856  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Ingham  County  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  Here  tie  lived  with 
his  famil,v  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Williamston,  spending  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there.  His  marriage  had  been 
solcmniKCil  in  New  York,  his  bride  being  Abigail 
Carll.  From  tliis  union  there  were  eleven  children, 
foui'  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

After  the  death  of  Abigail  Leighton,  our  sub- 
ject's father  again  married,  his  wife  being  Mi's. 
Mauda  Julian,  a  widow.  The  husband  died  in 
August,  1883,  and  Rlauda  Leighton  died  in  189L 
On  coming  to  Michigan  our  subject's  father  had 
bought  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land. 
This  he  had  for  the  most  pait  cleared  and  improved 
and  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  best  interests 
of  Ingham  Couiit>'.  Stephen  P.  Leighton  was 
born  January  19,  1837,  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y,, 
in  Huron  Township,  and  was  but  a  lad  of  sixteen 
yeai-s  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan. 
He  lived  at  home,  giving  his  father  his  time  until 
twenty-one  yeai'S  of  age,  after  which  he  continued 
working  at  home  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war, 
and  in  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Twenty-vSixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  during  the 
desperate  period  of  bloodshed  and  varying  for- 
tunes, was  a  loyal  soldier  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  equality.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in 
186f),  having  been  a  participant  in  the  following 
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battles — those  of  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylvania, 
where  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  foot  and  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  remaining  there  for  three 
months,  after  which  he  again  joined  bia  company 
and  was  promoted  to  the  post  Of  First  Sergeant, 
afterward  receiving  a  commission  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. His  regiment  was  on  picket  duty  when 
(Jen.  I^ee  surrendered.  He  has  received  a  pension 
of  $i  per  month  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

December  30,  1866,  onr  subject  was  married  in 
Ingham  Ctmnty  to  Miss  Rozella  Lorangui,a  daugh- 
ter of  Nelson  T^oranger,  an  early  settler  in  Ingham 
Connty.  Mi«.  I-«ighton's  mother  was  Mary  Lor- 
anger  and  to  the  parents  were  bom  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters.  For  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  Mr,  Loranger  was  a  merchant,  being  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  Wiliiamston. 

As  tlie  fruit  of  their  married  life  seven  children 
have  come  to  our  subject  and  liis  wife.  They  are,  | 
Eli  A.,  Hiram,  Nelson,  Rozella,  Stephen  P.,  Annie  ! 
and  Isadore.  Mr.  Leighton  lias  always  devoted  j 
himself  to  the  agricultui'al  calling  and  has  always  ! 
been  a  hard  worker.  He  now  owns  seventy  acres  i 
of  land  whereon  he  resides  and  one  hundred  and  ; 
sixty  acres  in  Ci-awford  County;  he  also  owns  a  | 
valuable  lot  in  the  village.  Socially  he  is  a  Mason,  ' 
having  attained  a  Master  degree  and  belonging  to  i 
Lodge  No.  153.  He  also  belongs  to  Eli  P.  Alex-  i 
ander  Post,  No.  103  G.  A.  R.  A  Democrat  in  . 
principles  and  prejudices  and  one  of  a  most  pro-  , 
nouneed  kind,  lie  has  been  placed  by  his  party  in 
several  official  positions. 


m>^^<B 


JOSEPHUS  LARE.  Tlte  earl,y  struggles  of 
some  of  the  men  who  have  made  a  financial 
success  of  life  are  worthy  of  recountal  and 
make  most  intei-esting  reading.  Tlie  boy 
who  became  the  man  of  whom  we  now  write,  starts 
ed  out  in  the  world  for  himself  with  a  manly  spirit 
of  independence  at  the  tender  age  of  ten  years. 
Two  $3  suits  of  clothes  was  all  tliat  he  earned  dur- 
ing his  first  seven  months  of  work,  after  which  he 
labored  for  one  month  to  earn  a  pair  of  Iwaota,  the 


flret  pair  he  had  ever  had,  and  after  that  worked 
for  some  seven  months  for  one  man  at  the  rate  of 
$2  a  month,  aft«r  which  his  stupendous  wages  were 
i-aised  a  little  higher  and  during  the  next  seven 
months  he  had  13  a  month.  The  highest  wages  he 
ever  received  while  working  in  New  York  was  |8, 
and  during  the  last  three  summers  of  this  period 
of  his  life  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  same  man 
for  whom  he  worked  when  a  little  boy.  Notwith- 
standing his  small  wages  he  managed  to  lay  by 
^200  during  the  last  four  yeai-s  that  he  was  thus 
engaged. 

The  home  of  our  subject  is  situated  on  sections 
8  and  9,  Oceola  Township,  Livingston  County.  He 
was  bora  in  Montgomery,  Orange  County,  N.  Y,, 
Mareh  IS,  1832.  His  father,  -Ta«ob  Lare,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  wliere  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  known  far  and  wide  as  one  of  the  best 
blacksmiths  in  that  region  and  horses  were  brought- 
to  him  from  many  miles  awaj'.  He  was  located  at 
Searsvillc  and  Pine  Bush.  He  had  lost  his  father 
when  quite  young  and  had  therefore  been  bound 
out  to  a  master.  His  marriage  in  New  York  united 
him  with  Elizabeth  Bodine,  who  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford Township,  Orange  County,  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  .Tune,  1865,  but  their  real  residence 
here  was  not  continued  for  many  years  as  the 
mother  died  in  1869  and  the  father  passed  away  in 
187 1.  Their  household  consisted  of  three  daughters 
and  three  sons. 

In  New  York  Josephus  Lare  received  liis  early 
ediication  and  remained  there  until  lie  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  yeare  after  which  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  1856  and  making  his  way  directly  to 
West  Bloomfield  Township,  Oakland  County,  began 
working  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  He  remained 
there  for  four  yeai-s,  doijigfarm  work  summers  and 
chopping  cord  wood  during  the  winters,  Tlic 
wages  he  received  ranging  fi'om  $13  to  llli  per 
month. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Catherine  F. 
Merithew  took  place  in  Oakland  County,  Novem- 
ber 11,1858.  This  lady  was  bom  in  Bloomfield 
Township,  Oakland  County,  December  10,  1839, 
and  she  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  William  and 
Philomela  (Wisner)  Merithew.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  of 
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Cayiigii  (.'ouiitv.  (hiv.  Wisiicr  wjis  ;[ii  mule  of 
ilrs.  Laif.  ll  WHS  April  2,  ISjVJ,  when  our  siibjeet 
came  to  Livingstou  Couuty  and  he  lived  for  five 
years  with  tlie  parents  of  Mrs.  Lare,  after  whicli  he 
moved  into  a  log  liouse  which  stUl  i-emains  on  the 
l)la(!e  whei-e  he  now  re^iides.  After  seven  years  in 
thiy  primitive  home  lie  bnilt  a  two-story  franlehous^^ 
ill  187a  at  a  t^ost  of  t3,500. 

Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Lare  have  had  a  large  family  of 
fourteen  childi-en  and  their  eldest,  Frank  II.,  was 
iiorn  Deoemher  17,  185^.  He  was  elefted  Town- 
ship Clerk  first  in  IHH'2  wlien  lie  served  two  .years, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1891.  lie  married  April  2ft, 
1881,  Susan  R.,  daugliter  of  T.  R.  and  MaryStaley. 
Mrs.  Frank  Laie's  father  is  sketched  upon  another 
page  of  this  volume.  Shu  wa-^  Imvn  in  lliiwell 
Township,  this  county,  April  27,  lHr>!),  and  as  riicy 
liave  no  childi-en  of  their  own  tliey  Imvc  :idopti>(l  n 
daughter,  Olive  Moody  by  name. 

The  second  son  of  onr  subject  (ieori^e  H.  W.  ivas 
born  November  16,  1H62  and  died  .Inne  H!.  IH82. 
Fannie  C.  who  was  hora  April  ti,  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  Lewis  Dickei'son  of  Marion  Township.  Clara  li. 
born  Mareh  28, 1867,  is  a  teacher  of  excellent  repute ; 
Mary  J.  born  Mai-ch  o,  1869;  Phila  K.  born  May  1, 
1870,  died  May  12,  1870;  Minnie  J.,  born  Septem- 
ber 11,  1871,  has  begun  her  career  asateacher;  Jos- 
ephus  born  April  1, 1873, died  July  25,  1875;  Hel- 
ena C.  bora  January  15,  1875,  and  died  Februarj- 
11,  the  sameyear;Myrta,born  June  2, 1876;  Ernest 
G.,  bora  May  12, 1878,  died  October  19,  1889;  Ben- 
jamin G.,  bom  January  30,  1881;  Nettie  1'.,  born 
-September  17,  1882,  died  November  :>.  IS«;»,  ;md 
one  child  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

When  Mr.  Lare  started  out  as  an  independent 
farmer  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  where  he 
now  resides  for  *l,OftO,  l)aying  *60  down  in  cash 
and  using  the  remainder  of  the  money  which  ho 
had  saved  by  his  hard  work  to  stock  the  place.  He 
purchased  twenty-eight  sheep  as  his  first  stock  and 
he  added  both  animals  and  acres  until  he  now  pos- 
sesses a  fine  estate.  His  land  comprises  three  hun- 
di-ed  acres,  two  hundred  of  which  have  long  been 
known  as  the  Conklin  farm.  Every  building  upon 
the  place  has  i>eeo  put  tliere  by  him  and  the  tim- 
ber and  lumber  for  it  he  drew  from  Flint  and  For- 
estville.     He  now  keepi    on  an  average  one  hnn- 


difd  and  eigiity  head  of  sheep  besides  other  stock  in 
jjropoition.  He  built  a  frame  house  and  a  good 
barn  44x52  feet  for  his  son  in  1884,  at  a  cost  of 
$2,000. 

Mr.  and  Mi's.  Lare  and  all  their  family  with  the 
exception  of  tlie  eldest  s(jn,  Frank,  who  belongs  to 
Presbytei'ian  Church,  belong  l«  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chui-ch  and  tliere  is  no  household  more 
thoroughly  respected  or  more  \iseful  than  tliey. 
Our  subject  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
and  has  been  for  some  fourteen  yeai-s.  His  excel- 
lent wife  is  I'l-esident  of  the  readies'  Aid  Society. 
Jlr.  Lare  was  Supervisor  of  Oceola  Township  from 
1885  to  1886,  and  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace  an 
office  which  he  has  occupied  for  eight  years.  He 
wa-s  Township  clerk  from  1861  to  1862  and  has 
been  School  Inspector  for  many  years.  He  has 
lii'cii  (■!a.--l.cadev  ill  the  chiii-cl)  and  also SM-wnrd 
and  TnisU'c  in  llie  saim-. 


If^DWlN     1{.    MEIUTIIEW.     Thi 


t^  head  of  a  highly  esteemed  family  in  Oceola 
'l\~-^  Township,  Livingston  County,  bears  a 
splendid  i-ecoi-d  as  one  of  the  noble  defenders  of 
the  old  flag  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  War.  It  is 
with  great  delight  that  the  historian  sat  down  be- 
side him  to  listen  to  his  thrilling  details  of  the 
days  of  conflict  and  the  part  which  tlie  i-egiment 
to  whicli  he  belonged  took  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
we  feel  sui-e  that  the  men  and  women  who  peruse 
this  volume  will  take  an  equal  interest  in  reading 
the  annals  of  his  life. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Springport  Town- 
ship, Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1831, 
His  father,  William  Merithew,  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  where  he  was  boi'n  in  1813.  He 
was  at  firet  a  farmer  by  occupation, but  atone  time 
was  a  contractor  at  Auburn  State  Prison,  buyiag 
staves  and  lumber,  and  engaging  for  seven  years 
in  a  general  business.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
1832  and  located  in  Oakland  County,  but  in  1883 
removed   to  West  Bloomfield   Township,  in  that 
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county,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  and  in  1837, 
during  the  trouble  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
enlisted  as  Drum  Major  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Toledo  War.  He  remained  in  West  Bioomfleld 
Township  until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Oceola 
Township  and  made  his  home  on  section  9,  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  Upon  this  place  he  made 
substantial  improvements  and  here  remained  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  1871. 

William  Mcrithew  was  an  old-line  Whig  and 
-voted  that  ticket  until  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  at  the  convention  which  was 
called  for  that  puipose  he  was  a  delegate.  He  was 
Anti-slavery  in  principle  and  was  interested  in  the 
Underground  Railroad.  Many  a  negro  did  he 
help  to  send  through  to  Canada  to  find  freedom. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions  and  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
father,  William  Merithew,  who  was  of  Pennsylva- 
nia Dutch  origin,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
a  soldier. 

The  mother,  Philomela  Wisner,  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Moses 
Wisner,  a  New  York  farmer,  who  was  a  Colonel  in 
a  regiment  of  State  militia  during  the  War  of  1812. 
In  one  conflict  he  was  entirely  covei-ed  by  the 
sand  which  was  thrown  up  by  a  shell  which  struck 
the  ground  near  him.  He  was  also  captured  by  a 
band  of  Cayuga  Indians  in  1813,  but  made  his 
escape  by  getting  them  to  smoking,  and  then  when 
one  of  them  left  the  door  open  he  slipped  out, 
and  hiding  in  the  corn  made  good  his  escape  by 
paddling  across  Cayuga  Lake  in  a  large  potash 
kettle.  This  brave  and  crafty  Colonel  was  the 
father  of  Gov.  Moses  Wisner,  who  is  thus  the  uncle 
of  oui  subject. 

Edwin  11.  Merithew  is  one  of  a  family  of  &even 
children,  and  was  only  one  year  old  when  with  his 
parents  he  migrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
His  entire  education  was  taken  in  tlie  log  school- 
houses  in  West  Bloomfield  Township,  Oakland 
County,  and  he  began  independent  work  by  labor- 
ing by  the  month  for  his  neighboi'S.  In  the  year 
1852  he  went  to  California,  making  the  joui-ney 
by  water  by  way  of  Panama,  taking  the  steamer 
"United   States"    from    New    York   City  to  the 


Isthmus,  and  there  journeying  by  a  French  sailing 
vessel,  "Fion  Brothers,"  to  San  Francisco,  making 
tliat  part  of  the  journey  in  sixty-seven  days.  He 
went  into  the  mines  at  Ivong  Bar  in  the  Yuba 
River  and  remained  there  for  three  years,  dividing 
his  time  equally  between  farming  and  mining.  He 
returned  in  1855  by  the  way  of  Oreytown,  land- 
ing at  New  York  City, 

Upon  the  young  man's  return  to  West  Bloom- 
field  Township  he  decided  to  give  a  "hostage  to 
fortune"  by  establishing  himself  in  his  own  home 
with  a  wife.  He  was,  therefore,  married  Septem- 
ber 8,  1856,  to  Harriet  Pennell,  a  native  of  that 
county,  who  was  bom  in  1833.  In  1858  they  re- 
moved to  Oregon  Township,  1-apeer  County, 
where  tliey  took  new  land  and  began  cultivating 
it.  They  first,  however,  had  to  put  up  a  log 
house,  for  which  Mr.  Merithew  ciit  the  logs  and 
made  the  shingles.  This  palatial  residence,  meas- 
uring 20x26  feet  on  the  ground,  was  now  their 
home  while  they  improved  this  property,  and  they 
remained  there  nntil  1864,  when  the  husband  en- 
listed in  the  defense  of  his  country's  flag. 

(Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  was  the 
body  of  troops  to  which  the  young  man  attached 
himself,  and  they  were  at  once  sent  to  Cincinnati 
and  thence  to  Louisville,  after  which  they  were 
ordered  east  to  Annapolis,  Md,  They  were  made 
a  part  of  the  Ninth  Army  Coi-ps,  and  upon  April 
9  they  were  in  Washington,  where  they  marehed 
over  the  Long  Bridge  and  upon  May  6  took  part 
in  the  iMittle  of  the  Wilderness,  after  which  they 
were  engaged  in  the  conflicts  of  Chancelloisville, 
Cold  Harbor  and  Petei-sburg.  During  this  siege 
they  took  an  active  part,  and  as  he  was  wounded 
there  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  re- 
mained for  six  weeks,  and  tlien  returned  to  Peters- 
burg, where  he  was  on  picket  duty  every  other 
night  until  the  28th  of  Mareh,  1865,  and  was 
under  fire  for  one  hundred  days.  On  April  2  lie 
was  the  first  one  to  mount  the  defences  of  Fort 
Mahan,  and  this  was  the  last  conflict  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  as  after  this  they  went  to  Washing- 
ton and  were  on  picket  duty  until  Julj'  30,  1865. 
His  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  De- 
troit, August  3,  and  he  returned  to  West  Bioom- 
fleld Township  and  worked  in  a  saw-mill  in  tlie 
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town  of  Commerce.  His  tirst  wife  having  died 
September,  1863,  he  was  united  with  his 
wife  Mai'ch  8,  1866.  This  lady  was  bom  in  1835 
in  Commerce  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  J.  Compton.  After  this 
marriage  he  removed  to  Oeeola  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  now  resides  on  his 
father's  old  homestead, 

Mr.  Merithew  has  two  children  by  his  first  mar- 
riage, a  daughter  and  a  son.  The  daughter,  Alice, 
is  the  wife  of  L.  Buckloo,  and  Charles  M.  is  a  car 
iuspect<ir  at  Owosso  on  the  Toledo  *  Ann  Arbor 
Railroad.  By  his  second  union  he  has  six  chil- 
dren, who  ai-e  equally  divided  between  sons  and 
daughters,  namely:  Flora,  tlie  wife  of  Ulie 
l(at*^helor,  who  resides  in  Oeeola  Township;  Jacob, 
Inza,  Norah,  Edwin  II.  and  Oscar  F. 

One  hundred  acres  of  well  improved  land  forms 
t)iy  estate  of  Mr.  Merithew,  upon  which  lie  is  car- 
rying on  a  general  fanning  business  and  where  lie 
keeps  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  head  of  sheep, 
lie  is  keenly  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
l>ublie  affairs,  and  has  served  his  township  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  was  elected  in  1856  as  Con- 
stable of  West  Bloomfield  Township,  l>eing  tlie 
first  man  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  this 
section.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  been  School 
Director  in  Oeeola  Township.  He  is  a  freethinker 
in  his  religious  views,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
(iiand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  hsis  filled  almost 
c-very  oHice  in  the  gift  of  his  comrades. 


=-==^^^- 


y^ESl^EY  EMERY.     Among    the  old  settlers  : 

of   Lansing,    who   have  been    efficient  in  j 

„   ,       building  up  the  city   and  making  it  what  | 

it  is  to-day,  in   the   social,   financial  and  business  | 

world,   we   ai-e    pleased    to   mention    Mr.   Emery,  j 

wliose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page.     Ho  | 

is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bartlett  &  Emery,  deal-  I 

ers  in  real  estate  and  insurance,  their  office  being  | 
located  on  Washington  Avenue.     Mr.  Emery  came 
to  this  city  in  the  spring  of  18.53  and  for  five  years 
had  charge  of  the  citj-  school. 

Our  subject  was  bom    July   18,    1829,  at  Yoi-k, 


Livingston  County,  N.  Y,,  and  is  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Nancy  J,  (Wesley)  Emery.  His  paternal 
ancestors  belong  to  the  old  New  England  stock  of 

■  EmeryS,  and  Samuel  Emery  was  a  farmer  in  New 
York.  The  boy  removed  with  his  parents  from 
livingston  County  to  Cattaraugus  County,  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  attended  Genesee 
College  at  Lima.  N.  Y.  He  completed  his  Fresh- 
man, Sophomore  and  Junior  yeai-s  at  that  college, 
but  his  Senior  year  was  interrupted  by  the  failure 

'   of  his  eyes  and   he   had   to  leave  college  before 

■  graduation.  As  soon  as  his  eyes  would  permit  he 
I  began  teaching,  spending  two  years  in  this  pro- 
;  fession  at  East  Avon,  then  in  Barry  Center,  N.  Y., 
!    for  two  years,  and    afterward    at    Bamegat,  N.  Y. 

After  one  year  there  he  came  West  and  taught  for 
I  two  yeare  at  Grandville,  Mich.,  and  at  I^montwas 
j  in  charge  of  the  Union  Schools  for  three  years. 
I  He  then  came  to  Lansing  and  after  following  his 
I  profession  here  for  five  years  and  for  a  while  at 
1  Ofcemos,  he  bought  a  large  fann  at  the  latter 
place. 

After  Mr.  Emery  gave  up  teaching  he  spent 
eight  years  in  traveling  for  A.  S.  Barnes  &  Co.,  of 
New  York,  liandling  their  school  books  and  having 
charge  of  their  Western  business.  He  managed 
their  agents  both  in  Michigan  and  other  western 
States;  and  having  thus  gained  experience  in  the 
book  business  he  established  a  book  store  in  Lan- 
sing, which  he  carried  on  for  ten  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  his  business  and  again 
took  charge  of  Michigan  for  A.  S.  Barnes  i  Co. 
After  three  years  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Bartlett,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1887  opened 
an  office  for  the  tran8a<;tion  of  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business.  These  gentlemen  handle  real 
estate  for  themselves  and  others,  and  also  represent 
a  number  of  insurance  companies,  both  in  the  line 
of  life  and  fire  insurance. 

For  three  years  Mr.  llmery  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Lansing,  and 
later  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  in  which 
capacity  he  was  of  incalculable  value  to  the  city,  as 
his  thorough  education,  his  genuine  culture,  his 
breadth  of  view  and  experience,  have  given  him 
an  exceptional  outlook.  While  on  his  farm  he  was 
several  times  elected  Township  Supervisor,  Treas- 
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urer  of  the  Michigan  Central  Fair,  and  occupied 
Other  positions  of  trust  and  lionor.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Masonic  Ijodge  No.  33,  and  has  long  held 
offlcia]  position  in  the  Universalist  Chui-ch,  of  wliich 
he  is  a  prominent  member. 

In  mSl  Mr.  Emery  married  Miss  AdeUa  (iil»80n, 
of  Barry  Center,  N.  V.,  tint  in  less  than  twelve 
months  mourned  the  untimely  death  of  his  loved 
and  loving  young  wife.  Two  years  later  lie  mar- 
ried her  sister,  Laura  E.  Of  this  marriage  was 
bom  one  son,  Archie  Martelle,  who  before  the  age 
of  three  yeai-s  was  bereft  of  a  mother's  love  and 
care,  for  death  again  entered  the  household  Ihyi 
sou,  A,  M.  Emery,  is  now  established  m  oiu  of  the 
leading  bookstores  of  Lansing. 

In  January  of  1870,  Mr.  Emen  wi--  united  m 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Van  IJeivooit  of  I'helps 
N.  Y.  This  lady  has  since  becomi  piommeiit  m 
the  reform  movements  of  the  da\  and  i-*  the 
author  of  a  little  book  entitled  '  Se\en  tinintial 
Conspiracies,"  which  isattraetiug  muih  itteiiti  n 
at  the  present  time. 


-^^ 


^^^ 


^^NDREVV  F.  SAVV'YEK.  Tlin  liiglily  rt;- 
(^fu||  spected  family  at  whose  head  stands  tlieman 
11  Is  whose  name  we  have  just  given,  exerts  a 
^fl  [TOwerful  induence  for  good  in  (Jreen  Oak 
Township,  and  indeed  througliout  Livingston 
County,  and  wherever  its  membei-s  are  known. 
Charaot«r  always  must  tell  in  its  effect  upon  those 
who  meet  it,  and  there  is  no  sucli  argument  for 
uprightness  and  intelligence  as  an  upright  and 
intelligent  life. 

Mr.  Sawyer  is  a  native  of  tliis  county,  and  was 
bom  in  Hamburg  Township,  June  12,  1835.  His 
father,  Caleb  Sawyer,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts 
in  1811,  and  in  his  early  years  removed  to  New 
York,  where  he  became  a  farmer,  Michigan 
became  his  home  in  1834,  and  he  then  took  up 
land  in  Gi-een  Oak  Township,  and  brouglit  on  his 
family  the  following  spring,  thus  becoming  one  of 
the  firet  settlers  in  this  region.  He  did  much  pio- 
neer work,  and  having  subdued  the  wilderness  and 


placed  his  farm  in  a,  productive  condition,  passed 
here  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1882. 

Caleb  Sawyt'r  came  to  this  State  with  limited 
means,  but  he  was  a  man  of  enterprise  and  soon 
built  up  a  flourishing  business  in  brick  manufac- 
tui-e,  and  for  a  number  of  years  supplied  his 
neighbors  with  this  valuable  commodity.  His 
good  wife,  the  mother  of  our  siibject,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Caroline  Wheeler.  She  did  not 
long  endure  the  liardsliips  of  pioneer  life,  and 
passed  from  earth  in  1840,  at  the  early  age  of 
twentv-iiiue  vears,  leaving  five  children,  four  of 
whom  tie  now  h\ing  The  father  maiiied  a 
setund  time  but  li^  that  union  had  no  children 
B^  his  thud  mauiige  he  had  four  children 

Paim  life  and  the  district  school  hlled  up  the 
early  yeais  of  the  boj  who  grew  to  be  so  ptos 
peious  1  faimei  His  schooling  had  to  come 
mostU  in  the  winter  months  as  he  nab  needed  at 
liome  duiing  the  bus^  seasons  and  he  lemained 
with  his  parents  until  attei  he  leached  his  ma 
jority  subsequent  to  whicli  he  entered  the  employ 
of  neighboiing  faimu's  Duimg  the  summer  of 
1861  he  worked  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the 
following  spring  he  purchased  seventy-five  acres 
near  Whitemore  Lake,  in  Washtenaw  County,  and 
began  life  for  himself.  After  three  years  upon 
this  farm  he  purchased  land  in  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship, upon  which  he  lived  for  two  and  one-half 
yeai-s.  lie  also  spent  one  year  in  Brighton,  but  in 
the  fall  of  1869  he  purchased  his  present  home  on 
sections  3  and  10,  Green  Oak  Township,  a  property 
which  was  already  well  improved. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Sawyer  lias  been  more 
productive  of  liappiness  and  true  prosperity  than 
his  union  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his  choice, 
whose  intelligence,  social  qualities  and  many 
amiable  traits  make  her  a  noteworthy  woman  in 
tliis  township.  Their  wedding  occurred  December 
28,  1860,  and  they  then  established  a  liome  to- 
gether whicli  ma.y  well  serve  for  a  model  of  do- 
mestic happiness  and  genuine  hospitality. 

Tliis  ladj',  whose  name  was  Drusilla  Coe,  was 
liorifc  in  (Jreen  Oak  Township,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Harrison  Coe.  She  has  Income  tlie  mother  of  one 
son,  t'red,  who  was  born  September  5,  1876,  and 
wliose  manly  chai-acter  and  devotion  to  bis  parents 
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already  give  nbuudant  promis*!  of  a  manhood 
which  will  reward  iiis  devoted  parents  for  their 
c-are  and  culture. 

The  Republican  party  in  its  declarations  em- 
bodies the  principles  of  political  economy  which 
Mr.  Sawyer  believes  to  be  best  adapted  to  insuring 
the  prosperity  of  our  country.  For  two  years  he 
held  the  olHce  of  Town  Treasurer,  and  lias  also  in 
his  capacity  as  Road  Commissioner  im])roved 
greatly  the  highways  of  the  township.  His  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  are  in  tlie  best 
condition,  and  exceedingly  jjroduotive. 

With  his  partner,  Mr.  Coe,  our  subject  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  "Ragstreet"  flock  of  Shrop- 
shire*, and  the  head  of  that  flock  is  the  well-known 
"Pride  of  Ragstreet,"  who  was  imported  in 
August,  1889,  and  has  won  first  premium  as  the 
best  Shropshire  ram  lamb  at  the  State  Fair  at 
I>ansing,  the  Tntemaiional  Exposition  at  Detroit, 
the  Eastern  Agricultural  Society  at  Ypsilanti,  and 
the  Market  Fair  at  Brighton. 


piDtlE  KOLI.IN  11.  PERSON.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  whose  name  is  above  does 
not  bear  the  weight  of  j'ears  that  one  is  apt 
'f^^  to  associate  with  the  station  of  life  to  which 
he  has  attained.  Although  in  the  meridian  of  his 
successful  career,  as  well  as  of  his  years,  our  sub- 
ject is  .Tiidge  of  the  Thirtieth  Judicial  District  of 
Michigan,  embracing  the  counties  of  Livingston 
and  Ingliam.  It  seems  peculiarly  fitting  that  the 
sons  of  the  State  should  occupy  these  honorable 
positions,  and  Mr.  Person  is  a  native  of  Iosco 
Township,  Livingston  County,  being  here  bora 
October  15,  1850.  He  is  a  son  of  Cornelius  H.  and 
Lucinda  (.Stafford)  Person,  natives  of  New  York. 
Our  subject's  father  was  in  his  younger  days  a 
teacher,  but  later  became  a  farmer.  In  1837  he 
with  his  father's  family  came  to  Michigan  and  the 
[Mtrty  settled  in  Iosco  Township,  Livingston 
County.  The  gentleman's  pai'ents  were  Daniel 
and  Fanny  (.Stevens)  Pereon,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York  respectively.     On  coming  into  this 


(4tate  they  took  up  a  quarter  section  of  Govern- 
ment land,  to  which  they  devoted  themselves  to 
improving  and  cultivating.     This  was  secured  in 

1836  and  was  at  the  time  heavily  timbered,  'fhe 
improvements  that  he  placed  upon  it  greatly  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  tract,  which  before  his  de- 
cease was  made  not  only  a  comfortable  home  place, 
but  a  most  atti-active  and  beautiful  agrienltui-al 
sjTOt.  Daniel  Person's  death  occurred  in  1874. 
His  wife  survived  him  by  a  number  of  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  tlie  city  of  Howell  in  1880.  The 
fatJier  had  l>een  Justice  of  the  Peace  several  yeare 
before  his  death.  He  had  a  family  of  Ave  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  lived  to  attain  manhood  and 
womanhood.  Tliey  were  Cornelius  H.,  Polly, 
Laum.  Sally  and  Stephen.  Polly  became  Mrs. 
Toucray  and  died  in  Nehi'aska,  where  she  went  in 
185». 

Daniel  Person's  father  was  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
ii.  Person,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  Ho  was  a 
farmer  until  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  and  then 
engaged  in  preacliing  until  1833.  He  had  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  cliildren.  Our  subject's  family  on  the 
paternal  side  were  of  English  ancestry.  On  the 
mateiTial  aide  our  subject's  grandparents  were  Jo- 
seph and  Sally  (Taylor)  Stafford,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont and  Massachusetts  respectively.  The  former 
was  a  builder  as  well  as  a  fanner  in  New  York, 
where  lie  can-ied  on  a  successful  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness. He  had  a  family  of  seven  children.  The 
picceding generation  most  immediately  connected 
with  Joseph  Stafford  was  represented  by  Isaac  and 
Keziah  (Slatei-)  Stafford,  natives  of  Vermont.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  was  obliged  to  work  very 
hard  in  order  to  supi)ly  his  ten  children  with  the 
necessities  of  life.  His  father  was  John  Stafford, 
who  came  from  England. 

Besides  farming  in  Iosco  Township  for  many 
years  our  subject's  father  was  also  Superintendent 
of  Schools  in  the  township,  and  after  leaving  his 
fann  he  came  t-o  Howell,  where  he  now  lives,  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Contrary  to 
the  usual  order  in  his  family,  he  has  only  two  sons, 
our  subject,  Judge  Pei-son,  and  Ozro,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Until  nineteen  years  of  age  the 
original  of  our  sketch  outside  of  his  school  life  was 
engaged  in  farming.     After  that  time  he  taught 
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m'IhioI  fi>r  two  winters,  eti^gin^  in  tlie  work  in 
tliis  county,  although  not  living  at  lionie.  He  at- 
tended the  Howell  High  School  and  was  early 
elected  Deputj'  Register  of  Deeda,  which  position 
he  filled  for  two  years. 

The  young  man  had  determined  to  .become  a 
lawyer  and  began  to  read  law  with  Dennis  Shields 
of  Howell.  After  a  course  pursued  with  much  art- 
vantage  under  this  preceptor  he  entered  the  law 
school  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  after  taking  the  full 
course  there  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  He 
then  started  for  the  West  and  settled  on  the  Re- 
publican River  in  Harland  County,  Neb.,  at  once 
engaging  in  the  practice  of  liis  profession.  He 
had  a  large  patronage  while  in  Nebraska,  but  was 
unable  to  collect  on  account  of  the  grasshopper 
scourge  from  which  that  district  suffered  so  severely 
at  the  time  of  his  being  there,  every  green  tiling 
having  been  eaten  by  these  i>ests.  Not  being  able 
to  live  on  debts  he  returned  to  Howell  in  1875 
and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  here. 
On  the  formation  of  this  cireuit  our  subject  was 
appointed  and  in  April  thereafter  was  elected 
Judge.  This  election  was  in  1891,  running  far 
ahead  of  his  ticket  and  receiving  a  complimentary 
vote  of  nearly  fourteen  hundi-ed  stiting. 

Judge  Person  has  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Coui-t 
Commissioner  besides  his  other  office,  and  has  also 
been  Recorder  of  the  city  of  Howell.  He  i-esides 
in  a  beautiful  home,  which  he  himself  erected  in 
1887.  It  is  located  on  Clinton  Street  and  is  a 
picture  of  beauty  and  attractiveness.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Ida  Madden 
of  Monmouth,  III,  She  is  a  daughter  of  James  G. 
Madden,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  that  place-.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  and  attractive  wife  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Harlow,  Harry  and 
May,  who  are  bright  young  people  who  will  with- 
out doubt  be  shining  examples  of  what  the  best  of 
infiuences  and  advantages  cat.  do  for  naturally 
rich  natures. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  following.  He  also  affiliates  with  the 
Masonic  Society  and  is  in  demand  socially  on  all 
public  and  private  occasions,  being  a  man  of  great 
personal  attractions  and  striking  conversational 
powers.     Judge  Person  is  one  of  the  organizers  of 


the  lii-st  StJttc  .Savings  Bank  of  Howell.  He  is 
also  a  large  stockholder  and  ia  variously  associated 
with  the  large  and  important  enterprises  of  the 
community. 


rjl^OiN.  DANIEL  L.  CASE.  The  gentleman 
ifjlj  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  just  fails  of 
i^^^  being  the  oldest  resident  of  this  county, 
(^)  only  one  other,  William  A.  Dwire,  having 
preceded  him  here.  Mr.  Case  made  his  entrance 
herein  1843,  He  is  a  Canadian  by  birth,  having 
first  seen  the  light  of  day  at  Three  Rivers,  Decem- 
ber 21,  1811,  and  is  hence  now  (1891)  an  octogen- 
arian. In  spite  of  his  age  he  is  still  an  active  man 
in  the  perfect  possession  of  all  his  faculties.  His 
parents  were  originally  from  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, His  father  whose  name  was  Elijah  Case  went 
to  Canada  just  before  the  War  of  1812,  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
which  he  refused  to  do,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Halifax  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  after  which  he  joined  his 
family  who  had  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.,  during  his  imprisonment,  and  died  a  few 
years  later  from  disease  contracted  while  thus 
incai-cerated. 

Hei-e  Daniel  lived  until  Ins  eighteenth  year  and 
had  such  educational  advantages  as  were  common  in 
the  districts.  On  coming  to  Michigan,  which  was 
then  called  the  Indian  Territory  (1829),  Mr.  Case 
first  stopped  at  Pontiac,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880 
came  to  whei-e  the  town  of  Jackson  now  is.  At 
that  time  there  was  but  one  cabin  on  its  present 
site  and  not  another  inhabitant  within  thirty  miles. 
He  remained  until  1836  and  then  went  to  Texas, 
which  was  then  the  arena  of  the  political  and  Gov- 
ernmental strife  of  the  period.  He  remained  in 
Texas  until  1842  and  then  returned  to  the  Wolv- 
erine State.  Mr.  Case  corrects  the  impression  that 
the  family  of  Bliickmans  was  the  first  in  Jackson. 
When  our  subject  arrived  in  the  spring  of  1830,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Gillette  was  the  only  resident 
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and  Mr.  Case  drove  the  team  that  moved  the  Black-    ; 
mans  into  Jackson,     Our   subject  was  in  Texas 
during  Houston's  War    with    Bante  Anna,  and 
practiced    law,     giving     his    attention     to    the 
criminal    code,    liis    great   strength    being   iu    the   ■ 
pleading  of  his  eases.     His  license  permitted  liim 
to  practice  in  all  States  and  he  became  widely  known 
as  a  lawyer  of  unfailing  success  in  any  case  that  Iio 
undertook.     The  greater  part  of  his  practice  was 
along  the  Mississippi,  from  Galena  to  New  Orleans.   : 
He  also  took  charge  of  a  n  umber  of  cases  in  Texas  j 
aud  few  lawyers  in  the  country  equaled  him  in  le-   ■ 
gal  acumen  and  skillful  fencing  when  such  tactics 
were  necessary. 

After  his  return  to  this  state  Mr.  Case  practiced  his 
profession  until  1845,at  which  time  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Goveraor  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the 
county.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  was 
again  appointed  but  resigned  and  embarked  in 
merehandising  in  the  city,  being  also  int^i'ested  in 
polities.  In  1850  our  subject  was  elected  member 
of  the  legislature  and  in  1858 the honorwas pressed  : 
upon  him  as  an  election  to  the  post  of  Auditor- 
General,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years. 
Meantime  he  continued  his  business  of  merehandis- 
ing in  connection  with  his  political  and  oHleial  life 
until  1878. 

He  of  whom  we  write  hajj  been  pressed  into  ser- 
vice in  variousottices  of  the  municipal  Government 
He  lias  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and 
Alderman.  Anxious  to  retire  from  public  life  he 
gave  up  his  business  and  resigned  the  majority  of 
his  offices  in  1878,  but  in  1887  he  was  appointed 
on  the  board  of  eoutj'jl  of  the  s*.'liool  for  the  blind 
!»mI  since  that  time  lias  served  us  Trea^ui-er  of  the 
lioaril.  Hi-.  Case  is  very  active  and  takes  a  great 
ileal  of  out  of  door  cxeirise,  seldom  allowinjf  a  day 
to  pm*  when  he  does  not  go  to  the  city  to  transact 
some  business. 

Mr.  Case  was  first  united  in  mairiage  with  Miss 
Marinda  Brown  of  llttsfoixl,  N.  V,,  whose  decease 
occxured  in  1847.  Three  children  were  born  of 
this  union  as  follows:  Julien  M.  married  Miss  Sophia 
Peck  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, Daniel,  Sophie,  Kex  Ronald  and  Julicu.  He 
died  in  London  in  June,  1890,  while  on  a  tour  in 
Europe;  Daniel  was  a  student  at  West  Point  when 


the  late  war  bi-oke  out  and  lie  enlisted  in  the 
Seventy -eighth  New  York  Infantry,  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  a  Lieutenant.  This 
regiment  was  afterward  consolidated  with  the 
One  Hundred  and  Second  New  York  Infantry. 
He  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree 
Creek  while  serving  as  aid  to  Gen.  Hooker  and 
was  confined  in  rel)el  prisons  for  ten  months. 
He  died  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war 
from  exposure  incident  to  his  prison  life,  Helen 
the  eldest  child  of  oursubjectisthe  widow  of  And- 
rew Adams  and  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
father.  She  has  one  child,  Mrs.  Mary  Collins  of 
Chicago,  III.  By  a  second  marriage  Mr.  Case  was 
wnited  to  Miss  Adelia  Monroe  of  Eagle,  Clinton 
County,  thisState, she  dyingin  1887.  There  were 
no  children  by  this  mnniage. 

Although  our  subject  was  brought  up  in  the  Pies- 
byterian  Church  and  his  inclinations  were  all  in  that 
direction,  giving  generously  for  its  support,  he  is 
not  a  member,  but  a  liberal-spirited,  conscientious 
man,  the  friend  of  humanity.  He  is  a  member  of 
tte  Masonic  fraternity,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Uepublic.  Mr.  Case  was  in  the 
Civil  War  as  Assistant  Paymaster  and  served  for 
nearly  a  year,  when  failing  health  obliged  him  to 
resign  and  he  lias  since  lived  retired. 
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y  ci'udition  is  the  prosperous 
liiise  jiamc  we  lierewitli  •zivv.  His  popularity 
is  iiascil  not  iiuiy  on  his  ability  hotli  as  a  thinlter 
and  nil  active  l)usiness  man,  Ijut  also  on  the  genu- 
ine good  will  with  which  he  regards  his  fellow- 
men  and  tlie  kindly  spirit  which  he  exhibits  in  his 
intereourse  with  them.  His  home  is  on  section  26, 
Genoa  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  he  was 
horn  in  I'itpuheii  County,  N.  Y.,  on  Christmas 
Day,  184-2. 

Joseph  Dykes,   the  father  of  our  subject,    was 
born  in  Genoa,  N.  Y.,  in    1807,  and  ie  of  German 
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descent  He  followed  the  double  avocation  of  « 
farmei  and  shoemaker  and  when  quite  yonng 
made  his  Lome  m  Steuben  County  h  i  where 
he  married  Tine  O  Ntal  who  liad  her  nati^  it>  ni 
"New  lei'se\  m  1814  Seven  out  of  their  nine 
childien  grew  to  matuiit^  iiz  Iliiam  lerusha 
Alice,  Sarah,  Ai'aminta,  Joel  II.,  Oscar,  tieorge  and 
Elizabeth.  The  family  came  to  Michigan  in  1844, 
and  settled  in  tiie  wilderness,  making  their  home 
in  a  log  cabin.  In  1864  they  moved  on  to  the 
farm  where  the  family  now  resides,  which  the 
father  carried  on  until  liis  death,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
regular  Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  was  first  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  Kepiiblican.  His  faithful 
wife,  who  was  also  identified  with  the  Uaptist 
Church,  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son. 

Our  subject  was  only  a  year  and  a  half  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  log  schoolhouses  and  sat  upon  the  slab 
benches  which  were  siipported  by  pin  legs.  The 
rate  bill  system  then  prevailed  and  quill  pens  wsre 
the  prominent  features  of  the  writing  class.  Wlien 
twenty-one  years  old  tlie  young  man  began  work 
for  himself,  but  it  was  not  long  before  he  left  the 
peaceful  avocation  of  agriciilture  and  enlisted 
under  the  banner  of  his  country.  He  joined  Com- 
pany A,  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
served  from  January  6,  1864,  to  Heptember  IG, 
1866,  receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at  Mur- 
freesboro. 

The  Twenty-second  Michigan  was  fii-st  sent  to 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  remained  there  until  the 
1st  of  May,  when  it  was  sent  to  the  fi-ont,  in 
Georgia,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  being  in  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  It  was  in  Sherman's  army 
under  the  command  of  <5en,  Thomas,  and  did 
Provost  duty  at  Atlanta  until  tlie  last  of  Octobei', 
when  (!en.  Thomas'  aimy  returned  to  Chatta- 
nooga, and  tliere  went  into  winter  quarters,  doing 
provost  duty  in  that  city.  (}ur  subject  was  then 
■ordei'ed  to  Murfreesboro,  Tenu.,  whei-e  tie  re- 
mained until  June,  1865,  and  wa.«  then  sent  to  a 
small  station  on  the  Chattanooga  &  Nashville 
Railway,  where  ho  was  on  guard  duty.     At  Mur- 


freesboro he  was  transferred  from  his  old  regiment 
to  the  Twenty  second  Michigan  Infantry.  He  was 
sick  witii  the  measles  at  Chattanooga,  and  was  in 
the  hospital  foi  wme  time,  and  has  never  since 
reilly  been  well  m  consequence  of  which  he  re- 
ceives $6  a  montli  pension. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  battle-fields,  Joel 
Dykes  resumed  farming,  and  bouglit  out  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  heirs  in  the  liomc  farm.  July  18, 
1867,  he  was  happily  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amelia  Morgan,  who  was  bom  in  Dundee, 
Monroe  County,  Mich.,  March  16,  1844.  Four 
cliildren  have  come  to  their  home,  and  all  are  now 
living  except  Lois,  their  eldest,  who  died  when 
two  years  old.  The  daughters  who  are  with  them 
are  Edna.  Etta  and  Ida. 

I'pon  his  eighty  acres  of  fine  land  Mr,  Dykes 
cai-nes  on  mixed  farming  and  has  most  of  his 
estate  under  cultivation.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  has  twice  been  made  candidate 
for  the  office'of  Supervisor,  but  as  there  is  a  large 
Democratic  majority  in  the  township,  he  has  never 
been  elected  to  that  position.  He  served  for  two 
terms  as  Commissioner  and  for  one  term  as  Treas- 
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-^  llARLtiS  E.  BEURMANN.  Prominent  in 
III  ""'^  agricultural  and  political  circles  is  the  ex- 
^i^'  tensive  farmer  and  popular  citizen  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  at- 
tractive home  and  beautiful  farm  are  situated  in 
Genoa  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  he  is 
well-known  as  the  ex-Shcriff  of  the  county  and 
ex-Postmaster  of  II owe II. 

Our  subject  was  bora  in  Hamburg,  Germany, 
June  1,  1827.  His  father,  William  Henry  Beur- 
maiin,  was  in  the  mei-cantile  business.  He  died 
wlien  about  forty-eight  yeai-s  of  age,  and  his  good 
wife  Henrietta  E.  Gluer,  lived  to  be  sixty-seven 
years  old.  They  were  botli  earnest  and  conscien- 
tious membei-s  of  the  Lutlieran  Cliurch  and  reared 
their  five  children  under  the  influence  of  the  Gos- 
pel. His  wife  came  to  Michigan  witli  the  family 
in  1840  and  became  a  pioneer  in  the  wilderness. 
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He  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Amei-iea  wlieii 
thirteen  years  old,  having  been  ten  weeks  on  tlie 
hriny  deep.  He  enjoyed  tlie  tiip  gi'eatly  and  was 
sea-sick  for  only  one  day.  Having  reached  Ameriea 
the  family  eame  directly  to  Livingston  County, 
and  built  a  log  house  in  which  tliey  made  their 
home  on  Christmas  Day,  1840.  Friendly  Indians 
frequented  their  door  and  tlicir  mother  fed  tliem 
with  a  kindly  hand.  Tn  his  boyhood,  Charles 
Beurmann  lielped  to  kill  a  bear  near  Whitney  Jjike 
and  in  triumi)h  caiTiedhome  ■wnie  Iteai  steaks.  Ills 
brother  William  was  ijuite  a  huntsman,  and  shot 
many  a  deer,  wolf  and  turkey. 

Only  two  acres  of  Mr.  Beiii-manu's  fanii  wa-. 
broken  when  he  settled  lieiv  in  1S40,  and  lie  now 
has  one  hundred  ajid  sixty  of  his  two  hundi-ed  and 
twenty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  raises  both 
gi-ain  and  stock  and  i>ays  attention  to  the  better 
grades  of  animals.  He  has  had  some  full-blooded 
Durham  cattle  and  now  has  fourteen  horses,  some 
of  them  draft  and  some  roadstei-s.  His  beautiful 
brick  residence  was  erected  by  him  in  1873,  at  n 
cost  of  $4.O00  besides  his  own  labor. 

Fidelia  lla^eland  to  whom  Charles  K.  Beurmajui 
was  united  in  marriage  in  18.52,  was  born  in  Steu- 
ben Coimty,  N.  Y.,  and  came  liere  with  her  paituits, 
Christopher  and  Clarinda  Hageland,  in  the  year 
1835.  Of  the  eleven  children  who  have  blessed 
this  union,  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Charles 
E.,  who  married  Mary  Blown  and  lives  in  Howell; 
W.  Henry,  who  took  to  wife  Rachel  Walker,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Oceola;  Clara,  wlio  i-i  at  home: 
Kdward  M.,  who  married  Stella  Kuapp  and  rct^idcs 
iu  Howell;  Jlary,  who  is  ^Irs.  Aaron  ('.  Switucr,  of 
Howell;  Bert,  who  is  now  in  liiwa;  and  Keii/jc. 
who  resides  with  his  pait'iits. 

!n  187(i  onv  subject  was  the  only  man  on  the 
Itepublican  ticket  in  the  county  who  received  hi.-i 
election,  as  the  county  has  a  Democi-atic  majority 
of  from  four  hundred  to  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
but  his  popularity  carried  his  election  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  majoritj'  and  at  the  time  of  liis 
re-election  in  1 878,  his  majority  was  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five.  During  the  first  twenty  months 
of  hie  shrievalty  Mr.  Beurmann  was  able  to  take 
twenty-five  men  to  the  State  prison  at  Jackson. 
Under  President  Arthur's  appointment  he   took 


charge  of  the  postofflce  at  Howell,  January  1,  1882 
and  served  for  four  years  and  two  months.  He 
has  been  successful  in  everything  which  he  has 
undertaken,  with  the  exception  of  his  candidacy 
for  County  Treasurer  in  1872,  when  the  Democratic 
majority  was  too  much  for  even  his  popularity  to 


-^m^^ 


^S^EtJBOK  (t.  ilASKILL,  an  old  soldier  of  the 
(II  (5=-  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  a  prominent 
^:^(  citizen  residing  on  section  30,  Locke  Town- 
shi]),  Ingham  County,  is  a  native  of  New  York  and 
was  born  April  13,  1849.  He  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Harriet  Haskill  and  waa  the  youngest  son  of 
the  family,  and  came  when  only  four  years  old  to 
make  his  home  in  Michigan.  The  first  residence  of 
tlic  family  was  near  I'lymouth,  Wayne  County,  and 
wjien  about  seven  years  old  he  came  with  his  par- 
ent*  to  Ingham  County,  settling  in  Leroy  Town- 
whip,  in  the  midst  of  the  unbroken  forest. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  ]  862,  in  Leroy 
Township,  and  the  mother  makes  her  home  in  Locke 
Townshi]),  and  is  now  witli  Mrs.  F.  Davis.  In 
this  township  our  Bubject  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  remembers  with  delight  the  scenes  of  pioneer 
life  and  tlie  deei-  hunts  in  which  he  engaged  as  lati 
.IS  ISRiiand  1866,  after  he  had  i-etnrned  from  the 
army.  Ho  received  his  education  in  the  district 
fchool  and  had  no  further  advantajres  of  this  kind 
iifter  he  reached  tlic  age  of  fifteen. 

The  young  mt\n  enlisted  Maivh  !l,  ISUri.iji  Coni- 
]iany  C.  Kleventh  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was 
eng.iged  principally  in  guard  duty  iu  various 
places,  going  as  far  south  as  Chattanooga,  Knox- 
ville  and  Strawberry  Plain.  He  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Jackson,  Mich..  September  28, 
1865,  after  which  he  i-etunied  to  Ingham  County, 
and  now  i-et«ives  a  pension  of  tli  per  montli.  It 
was  in  the' spring  of  1874  that  he  settled  upon  the 
eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  now  iias  under  Kuch 
fine  cultivation.  It  was  then  an  unbroken  forest 
and  he  at  fli-st  cleared  the  timber  from  forty  acres 
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and  cultivated  that  before  proceeding  to  subdue 
the  remainder  of  the  farm. 

Christmas  Day,  1874,  was  the  date  of  a  notable 
event  in  the  life  of  this  young  man,  as  he  was  then 
united  in  marriage  with  Damaris  Munsell,  He  is 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Williams- 
town  and  also  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  in  every  rela- 
tion of  life  he  is  most  cordially  esteemed  by  those 
who  know  him. 


PANIEL  GANNON.  Among  the  foreign 
American  citizens  of  Cochoctah  Township, 
Livingston  Countj-,  who  have  established  a 
reputation  as  farmers  of  thorough -going  enterprise 
and  system,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  the  name 
which  we  have  now  given.  This  gentleman  was 
bora  November  14,  1843,  in  County  Kilkenny, 
Ireland,  and  is  a  sou  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Tuly) 
Gannon,  the  latter  being  a  native  of  the  same 
county  where  her  husband  and  son  fii-st  saw  the 
light.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
reared  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  only  two  of 
whom  came  to  America,  namely:  William,  who 
lives  in  Fenton  and  was  an  early  settler  of  Hart- 
land,  Livingston  County,  and  Bridget  Whalen, 
who  was  a  widow  when  she  emigrated  to  this 
country. 

Michael  Gannon  was  a  farmer  in  hia  native  land 
where  he  died  in  1847.  The  following  year  his 
widow  brought  her  children  to  the  United  States 
and  remained  in  New  York  City  for  about  one 
year,  after  which  she  came  to  Hartland,  Livingston 
County,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  where 
she  i-esided  until  death  closed  her  labors  in  July, 
1869.  Her  nine  children  are:  Margaret,  Richard, 
deceased,  Mary,  Bridget,  .lame«,  William,  Daniel, 
.lulia,  deceased,  and  Anna. 

A  common-school  education  was  given  to  Daniel 
(iannon  and  upon  gaining  his  education  he  began 
work  for  himself  in  Cohoctah  Township,  buying 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  on  section 


8,  which  he  proceeded  to  improve.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  he  has 
cleared  from  timber  and  embellished  with  good 
buildings.  A  view  of  his  i-esidenee,  which  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  township,  appears  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  He  began  life  with  no  capital  but 
lias  now  a  handsome  competence  and  hie  sui-cess  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  possesses  push,  pluck  and 
l>ei-severance,  three  characteristics  which  are  ever 
essential  to  success.  His  political  views  are  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  declarations  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  is  an  earnest  worker  for  its  success. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gannon  to  Ann  McICeever 
took  place  September  1,  1870.  Mrs.  Gannon  was 
born  in  Hartland,  this  county,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  and  Ann  (Neson)  McKeever,  natives  of 
FeiTOanagh  and  Monnghan  Counties,  Ireland,  He 
came  to  the  United  States  and  spent  six  years  in 
Sew  York,  and  then  as  he  had  decided  to  make  it 
his  permanent  home  returned  to  the  old  country 
for  his  bride,  and  brought  her  to  New  York.  They 
lived  there  for  two  years  before  chiming  to  Michi- 
gan, and  upon  aniving  in  this  State  made  their 
new  home  in  Hartland. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Clement  J.,  Mary  B.,  Hugh 
F,,  George  W.,  Joseph  D.,  William  M.,  and  Casper 
H,  Tliese  children  have  all  been  trained  up  in 
the  religious  faith  of  their  pai'ents  and  ancestors, 
and  are  devoted  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic 


m 


ANSO:\r  F.  I'ATTERSON  was  born  in  Wil- 
loughby  Township,  Lake  County,  Dhio, 
■i-  \V  May  24.  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  .John  and 
^Eliza  (Bennett)  Pattereon.  His  gi'and- 
father,  on  the  paternal  side,  .lohn  Patterson,  was  of 
good  Scotch  ancestry,  being  himself  a  Scotchmau 
by  birth  and  bringing  up..  On'  emigrating  to  the 
United  States  he  settled  in  New  York,  his  wife 
making  a  pleasant  home  for  himself  and  family  of 
five  children.  There  were  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  with  names  as  follows:  John,  George, 
James,  Laura  and  Pruda.     The   old   people   died 
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in  tlie  State  where  their  first  liome  was  made  on 
coming  to  tliis  country. 

The  iminediaW  progenitor  of  our  subject  was 
born  on  tlie  old  homestead  in  New  Vorlt,  and 
reared  to  fairly  understand  the  duties  incident  to 
farm  life.  Tie  was  eighteen  years  of  age  when  his 
father  died  and  soon  after  devoted  himself  to 
learning  the  blacksmith 'a  tmde.  When  twenty-four 
years  old  he  removed  to  the  lluokeye  Stat«,  where 
he  secni'ed  a  fai-m  and  about  1851  came  to  Flint, 
this  Stat«,  and  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Brada  Township,  Saginaw  County, 
This  he  cleared  and  improved  as  did  he  also  several 
otlier  farms.  In  1864  lie  removed  to  Greenbush, 
Clinton  County.  Now,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  he  lives  with  his  children,  having  divided 
his  property  among  them  according  to  his  own 
ideas  of  right  and  equity. 

Our  subject's  mother  died  in  1861  and  Mr. 
Patterson,  Sr.,  married  a  second  time,  the  union 
being  with  Mrs.  Jane  Gillett.  The  ftrst  wife  bore 
him  fifteen  children,  of  whom  ten  were  I'eai-ed  to 
years  of  manhood  and  womanhood.  They  ai'e  8el- 
den  J.,  George,  our  subject,  Edward  J.,  t!hauncy 
Fi-anklin,  Maria,  Mary  .T.,  Olivia  and  Elmira.  The 
eldest  son  served  in  the  Thii-d  Michigan  Cavalry 
during  the  late  war.  while  (4eorge  enlisted  in  an 
Ohio  regiment:  Kdward  J.  served  in  Stockton's 
regiment  and  also  in  tlie  Sixth  Regular  Artillery. 
The  children  were  reared  in  the  creed  of  tlic  Baptist 
Church.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Seidell  Bennett,  a  farmer  of  Irish  origin. 

After  reaching  manhood  Ransom  F.  Pattci's.on 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  father  and  settled  in 
the  woodH.  His  school  days  were  very  few,  the 
whole  time  passed  in  such  an  institution  over  text 
books,  comprising  at  the  most,  only  ii  few 
weeks.  He  has  accomplished  much,  however,  for 
himself  in  an  educational  way,  being  of  a  (^uick 
and  assimilative  natiire.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  four  fai-ras  in  Saginaw  ('onnty  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  waa  hired  out  and  worked  in  an 
hotel  at  $13  per  month,  living  variously  at  Chesa- 
ning.  St.  Chai'les  and  Bay  Citj'.  During  the  sum- 
mei-s  he  assisted  his  father  at  home  with  the  harvest- 
ing. 

December  16,  1863,  Mr,  Patterson  enlisted  i 


Company  &,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  was 
engaged  in  the  lirst  fight  at  Collierville,  Tenn.,  and 
was  distinguished  for  his  readiness  for  duty.  He  ■ 
served  until  Mareh,  1865,  when,  while  engaged  in 
building  a  bridge,  he.  received  a  serious  injury, 
which  lias  affected  him  ever  since.  He  was  dis- 
charged February,  1866,  at  San  Antonio, Tex.,  and 
his  regiment  disbanded  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  in 
March,  aftei-  which  he  went  to  Greenbush,  Clinton 
County,  and  there  remained  for  one  year  and  a 
half.  He  then  removed  to  Deer  Creek  and  per- 
manently located,  his  residence  being  now  at  that 
place.  For  the  first  four  yeai-s  aff«r  coming  here 
he  conducted  his  farming  opei-ations  on  shares. 
He  now  resides  on  section  7,  and  he  and  his  wife 
own  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres,  of  which 
about  one  hundred  acres  have  been  cleared  and 
improved  and  bear  a  good  class  of  buildings.  He 
is  the  owner  also  of  another  farm  and  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres. 

Mi'.  Patterson  lias  been  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  May  31,  1866,  at  whicli  time  he 
was  united  to  Elizabeth  Howe,  who  was  bom  on 
the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  She  was 
daughtei'  of  John  and  Eunice  (Jones)  Howe,  who 
came  to  this  State  fi-on;  near  Youkers,  N.  Y.,  in 
1 8411  and  settled  in  Deer  Creek.  Mi-s.  Howe  was 
born  near  Lockport,  N.  Y.  She  reared  two  chil- 
dren— James  and  Elizabeth. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Patterson  died  March  12,1874, 
leaving  one  son  whose  name  is  .Tohn  F.  The 
present  wife  was  previous  to  her  marriage  a  Miss 
Eva  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Bethania 
(Jones)  Johnson,  the  father  being  a  retired  mer- 
chant at  Linden.  By  this  marriage  our  subject  is 
'.he  i«irent  of  two  children — Fred  and  Zada  E. 

On  another  page  of  thi^  I'oluine  the  reader  will 
lind  a  lithographic  viewof  j\lr.  Pattei-son'splea.'yint 
home. 


<f,        1>1LLL\M  H,  DECKE.     To  give  a  sketch  of 

\\a//     ''^^  ^^^^  story  of  a  prominent  business  man 

\^    and  an  old  soldier  is  a  pleasant  task,  and  we 

,   are  pleased  to  have  so  good  a  subject  in  the  name 
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which  appears  at  the  head  of  this  paragiaph — the 
proprietor  of  one  of  Ijansing's  large  retail  aud 
wholesale  markets.  Mr.  Deeke  was  bom  id  Ger- 
many, at  Ilermaui-ode,  Hesseu,  July  27,  1839,  and 
was  there  reaied  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen 
years.  His  father,  Christopher  Decke,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  town  and  a  fanner  who  had  been  well- 
to-do,  but  his  property  was  mueli  depleted  during 
the  season  of  war,  as  lie  had  to  quarter  soldiers. 
He  was  a  man  of  true  Christian  character  and 
worthy  of  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  iiini.  In 
XHoS  the  youth  with  his  parents  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Pcnfleld,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  com- 
iiid  somewhat  later  to  Michigan  and  making  their 
liome  in  Uelta  Township,  Eaton  County,  where 
thi?  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  eight  and  the 
mother  passed  away  wlien  eighty-nine  years  old. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizahetti  Albrecht. 
Hei  father,  John  Albrecht,  was  a  pro3i>erous  farmer 
In  their  native  place  and  a  soldier  in  the  wars  waged 
by  Napoleon.  They  had  eight  children,  four  boys 
and  four  girls,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  young- 
est. He  came  t^)  America  to  escape  militar''  duty, 
leaving  Bremen  in  the  spring  of  1856  and  upon 
landing,  making  liis  way  to  Wasliington,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  Tliis  young  man  had  not  a  nickle 
upon  ari'iving  in  this  country  and  he  set  to  work 
to  find  employment  and  cheerfully  labored  for  $4 
per  month.  As  soon  as  he  had  earned  euougli  to 
make  the  journey  he  came  to  Macedon,  Wayne 
County,  N.Y,,  and  worked  on  a  farm  and  attended 
school  for  three  months. 

In  August,  1861,  the  first  cavalry  regiment  raised 
in  that  county  enlisted  this  young  man  in  its  sc;r- 
viceand  he  was  mustered  in  at  liochestcr  as  a 
member  in  Comi>any  I.  Eiglith  Xew  York  Cavali-y. 
On  his  way  to  the  front  he  received  a  serious  in- 
jury, falling  thirty  feet  from  a  inilroad  abutment, 
and  injuring  his  ankle.  He  was  in  a  hospital  at 
Washington  until  June,  wliile  his  regiment  was  at 
^(enden  Hill  ready  for  the  spring  campaign.  This 
body  took  jiart  in  conflicts  at  Edward's  Ferry,  up 
the  Shenandoah,  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Harper's 
Feny  and  Annapolis  Junction  and  then  went  down 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  again,  back  and  forth  all 
througti  the  fall.  Having  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Antietam 


!  and  Hagerstown,  then  followed  the  rebels  up  the 
>  Ifapidan  and  after  several  fights  turned  and  went 
to  Fredericksburg,  Chancelloi-sville,  Beverly  Ford, 
j  and  Gettysburg.  Afterward  they  returned  to  Fred- 
I  erick  pity  and  on  to  Williamsport,  lighting  every 
I   day  for  a  week. 

At  Fvederickstown  our  young  hero  was  wounded 
i  July  10,  1863,  being  shot  through  the  right  thigh 
]  with  a  minie  ball  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  three 
I  days  without  attention,  and  his  companions  dis- 
'  paired  of  his  recovery.  As  soon  as  he  considered 
'  himself  able  to  resume  active  service  he  asked  to 
'  be  sent  to  his  regiment,  but  as  those  in  command 
;  did  not  think  liim  yet  able  they  refused,  but  lie 
I  stole  away,  saddled  a  horse  and  was  soon  with  his 
■    comrades. 

Tlie  young  soldier  wjis  present  during  Mead's 

letreat  and  saw  smoke  at  Rapidan,  Stephensburg 

'  and  Brandy  Station,  also  at  Fairfax  Station  and  Cul- 

,   t>eper.     His  regiment  was  the  first  cavalry  body 

to  cross  the  Rapidan  in  the  spring  of  1864  and 

they  took  pail  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 

;   at   Spottsylvania,  also  in  those  at  White  House, 

:    Cold  Harbor  and  in  front  of  Petersburg.     During 

Wilson's  raid  they  lost  one-half  of  their  men.  They 

went  up  Weldon  I'ailroad  in  the  Shenandoali  Valley 

to  Winciiester  and  Fisher's  Hill  and  were  driven 

back  from  Newmarket  to  Middlelown,  but  they 

-    succeeded  in  re])elling  the  rebels  and   took   back 

'   every  wheel  that  was  lost  on  Wilson's  raid,     Octo- 

I   her  19,  at  the  l[)attle  of  Fislier's  Creek  this  regiment 

captnred  fifty-eight  pieces  of  artillery  besides  other 

booty.     Tlie  regiment  was  mnst«red  out  December 

8.  \HU.  at  l{ochef=ter,  N.  Y. 

\t  the  battle  of  Hrandy  Station  the  young  .-iol- 
dier  wa.s  seriousl.v  injnix^d  by  his  hor.'^e  which 
jum|)ed  over  a  fence  as  it  wa.t  coming  in  from 
picket  duty  in  the  night.  At  the  battle  of  Cul- 
peper  Courthouse  he  received  a~sabre  tlirust  in 
his  right  shoulder  l)ut  did  not  leave  his  regiment 
for  hospital  treatment  at  that  time.  His  only  other 
I  serious  wound  was  a  shot  received  in  his  right 
!   hand  from  a  revolver. 

After  reaching  home  Mr.  Decke  was  employed 
on  a  farm  until  September,  1865,  when  he  came  to 
DeWitt,  Mich,,  and  began  work  on  a  fai-m,  and  in 
1867  purchased  forty  acres  on  section   16,  Delta 
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Township.  Here  he  improved  his  place  and  con- 
tinued the  CTiltivation  of  the  soil  until  he  finally 
drifted  into  the  meat  business.  In  1876  he  ot>ened 
a  market  in  Tensing  and  two  years  later  removed 
to  town  wlieie  he  now  canies  on  an  extensive  bus- 
iness, not  only  in  the  local  trade,  both  wholesale 
and  retail,  but  also  by  buying  and  shipping  to  dis- 
tant points.  He  has  accumulated  real  estate  and 
owns  three  houses  in  the  eity. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  toolr  place  in  Roches- 
ter, in  18fj;>,  and  he  was  tlien  joined  to  Miss  Mary 
Goi-maii,  of  Newark,  Is'.  J.  Five  children  have 
crowned  tliis  union,  namely:  William,  George, 
Elmer,  Frank  and  Charles.  All  are  at  home  except 
l-Vank,  who  is  pursuing  his  studies  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  where  he  expects  to  take  his  di- 
ploma with  the  Class  of  '93.  This  thorough-going 
business  man  is  intelligent  in  his  undei-etanding  of 
American  p\iblic  affairs  and  atiiliates  with  tlie  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him  in  a  business  or  social 
way,  and  he  has  every  reason  to  he  jiroud  of   his 


H  RS.  SAHAll  M,  I)RI-:W.  The  csliniable 
lady  to  whom  we  would  now  call  the  at- 
\  tention  of  our  readei-s  is  the  widow  of 
Emerald  D.  Drew,  a  New  Yorker  by  birth, 
whose  parents  were  Noah  and  Amy  (Lyon)  Drew, 
who  as  well  as  their  son  were  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Noah  Drew  was  a  farmer,  and  many 
years  ago  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Marion 
Township,  Livingston  C'ounty,  and  afterward 
making  his  home  in  Howell.  Jn  1885  he  went  to 
England  on  business  and  spent  some  time  there,  and 
previous  to  his  contemplated  retuiii  he  died  there 
iu  188S,  Tlie  mother  was  living  in  Marion  Town- 
ship, this  county,  when  she  received  her  call  to  the 
other  world.  Their  children  were  Emma  D.,  John 
C,  Martin  V.,  Milton,  Allen,  Ellen  (Mrs,  Hughes), 
Mary  (Mrs.  Conklin)  and  Job  W. 

Ememld  D.  Drew  was  a  mechanic,  and  made  iiis 
home  at  Howell,  where  he  engaged  in  r 


of  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  some  years  later 
entered  upon  a  mercantile  career.  He  finally  sold 
out  his  interests  in  Howell,  and  in  1875  established 
himself  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Fowlerville, 
and  thus  continued  until  his  death  in  1877.  He 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  built  up  a  large 
and  prosperous  trade.  His  political  views  brought 
him  into  sympathy  with  the  principles  and  move- 
ments of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  Ijelonged  to  the 
Chnstian  Israelite  Church. 

Mr,  Drew  went  to  California  in  1860  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  operations,  and  later  undertook 
an  extensive  farming  business  in  which  he  was 
quite  successful.  He  remained  there  seven  years, 
returning  to  the  East  in  1867,  and  two  years  later 
he  established  liimsel?  in  a  home  of  his  own  by 
choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Sarah  M.  Hughes,  of 
Howell,  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Delia  M.  (Perry) 
Hughes.  Mr.  Hughes  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  liis  wife  was  boi-n  in  New  York.  They  came 
West  previous  to  their  marriage  and  were  united 
in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  they  settled  on  a  (arai.  Later  thoy  came 
to  Livingston  County,  and  took  charge  of  a 
farm  two  and  one-half  miles  east  and  south 
of  Fowlersville,  Handy  T'ownship.  Mi's.  Drew 
lost  her  father  by  death  in  1889,  but  her  mother 
is  still  with  lier,  and  they  make  their  home 
togetlier.  The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mi-s. 
Hughes  are  Sai-ah  M.  (Mi-s.  Di-ew),  Arvid  II.,  Nor- 
man R,,  Lucy  A,  (Mrs.  Van  Riper)  and  Minnie  D.. 
now  deceased. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Hughes  was  Josc|iJi  Periy, 
and  his  wife  was  Sally  ('arr.  They  came  West 
from  New  York  in  1827,  settling  at  Lodi,  Washte- 
maw  C'ounty,  Mich.,  when  there  were  only  two 
small  houses  in  what  is  now  tlie  city  of  Ann 
Arbor.  Of  their  eight  ehildi-en,  only  two  are  now 
living — Delia  (Mi-s.  Hughes),  and  Emeline  (Mrs. 
Camp.)  The  others  are  Nonnan,  Antha  M.,  Weller, 
Grant  T.,  Adaline,  Booth,  Lucy  A.,  Burgess  and 
Merritt. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Drew  has 
continued  to  carry  on  his  mercantile  business. 
She  siiffered  a  lieavy  loss  in  the  fire  which  took 
place  March  15,  1891,  but  she  is  undaunted  in  her 
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determination  to  succeed  in  business.  For  its  ac- 
commodation she  is  now  building  a  handsome 
brick  block  on  the  eovnor  of  Gi-and  Avenue  and 
Grand  River  Streets.  Her  beautiful  home  is  situ- 
ated on  Grand  Avenue.  She  is  a  lady  of  consid- 
erable culture,  and  received  lier  higher  education 
at  Pinckney.  When  fifteen  years  old  she  com- 
menced teaching,  praeticingher  profession  in  both 
Washtenaw  and  Livingston  Counties,  She  is  pro- 
ficient in  both  German  and  music,  and  gives  in- 
struction in  the  latter  art.  Her  father,  whose 
memory  she  greatly  i-everea,  was  a  prominent  man 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  filled  the 
office  of  Classs-Leader.  She  is  both  socially  and 
in  a  business  way  one  of  the  most  important 
ladies  in  Fowlerville,  and  has  the  respect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  community. 

The  parents  of  Mrs,  Hughes,  .Joseph  and  Sally 
(CftiT)  Perry,  moved  from  Genesee  County.  N.  Y., 
to  Saratoga  Springs,  same  Slate,  where  they  resided 
twelve  years  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Drew  prior  to  her  marriage  was  a  member  of  Stai' 
Lodge,  Fowlerville,  Mich. 
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JETER  OLSEN,  deceiused.  A  large  foreign 
1  element  has  gone  into  the  make  up  of  the 
social  and  industrial  life  of  Michigan  and 

J  \  the  continent  of  Enroije  has  furnished 
many  worthy  citizens  who  have  made  theraselvep 
honored  and  I'espected  in  this  New  World.  Among 
them  we  may  mention  wilh  respect  the  name  which 
jipljeai-s  at  the  head  of  this  sketeli,  the  name  of  one 
who  for  many  yeare  was  well-known  in  Cohoctah 
Township, Livingston  County  but  ha"?  now"pa'ised 
to  that  bourne  from  whence  no  tniclei  leium 

Mr.  Olson  was  f>oin  iune  i  lS4b  m  Bjelde 
l>enmark,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Ole  Knudsen  and 
Bodil  Knudsen,  whocainert  on  faiming  rpeiations 
in  their  native  land  and  hioua^ht  ti  m'»n  s  and 
woman's  estate  two  tons  and  two  daughters  All 
of  their  children  with  the  exception  of  one  daugh 
ter  hare  made  their  home  ui  the  l  nite<J  State** 


Our  subject  came  hither  in  1872  and  with  $300 
capital  settled  in  Howell,  and  began  working  at 
whatever  employ  he  could  find.  In  1875  he  joined 
his  brotlier,  Knud,  in  Uking  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  they  cleared  and  improved  and 
brought  into  a  highly  productive  state,  our  subject 
placing  upon  his  portion  a  handsome  residence, 

Mary  Larsen  was  the  name  by  which  the  lady 
was  known  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
Mai-ch  12,  1875.  .She  was  boni  in  Rykkerup,  Den- 
mark, May  24,  1857  and  is  a  daughter  of  Lars  and 
Anna  C.  (Rasmussen)  Knudsen,  Her  father  was  a 
fanner  and  he  and  his  good  wife  had  eight  daugh- 
ters and  four  sons,  all  of  whom  grew  to  woman's 
and  man's  estate.  One  son,  Christian,  has  since 
died  in  Oceola,  May  11,  1889,  having  been  in  the 
United  States  since  1882.  Four  daughters.  Sine, 
Sophia,  Christina,  and  Mary,  came  to  the  United 
States  and  the  second  of  these  daughters  died  in 
Marion  Township,  leaving  a  husband  and  one 
daughter.  Mi's-  Olsen  was  the  first  of  her  family 
to  come  to  this  country. 

Mr,  Olsen  returned  to  the  old  country  to  bring 
his  bride  to  her  new  home  and  after  their  arrival 
here  in  the  spi-ing  of  1875  others  of  the  family 
connection  liecame  interested  in  the  New  World 
and  many  of  them  decided  to  emigrate  hither.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  born  two  sons,  Fred 
Ferdinand  and  Chiistian  t'.  The  Lutheran  Chureh 
is  tlie  religious  body  with  which  our  subject  was 
identified  from  childhood  and  with  which,  with  his 
faithful  wife,  he  is  still  connected.  His  political 
views  brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Demo- 
ci-atic  parly  and  he  wasever  intelligently  interested 
in  the  niovcment<*  of  American  |x»litits.  His  deatli 
fook  iilacc,  Deucmlier  7,  1887  and  lie  was  truly 
mourned    by  tli.iw    wlui  luui  been  ;i-.MK-iflted  with 


-^^^m^^^-^^m^-  ■ 


^?=*JIOR&E  G.MORTON.   Meridian  Township. 
'//  '^  which  is  located   in   the  northern  part  of 


Jl^  Ingham  County,  has  many  beautiful  farms, 
but  none  art  better  managed  than  the  small  one, 
i-rmpnsing  seventy  acres  on  section  29,  belonging 
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to  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  It  would  seem  that  in  the  '30s  there 
must  have  been  a  general  exodus  of  families  from  | 
New  York  State  to  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Morton  was  ! 
one  of  the  long  train  to  come  hither  at  that  time,  ■ 
making  his  move  October  26,  1S39,  from  Whites-  1 
burougli,  ftaeida  County,  N,  Y.  His  father,  Seth,  ■ 
Morton,  was  a  native  of  Rutland,  Vt,,  having  been  ' 
born  there  in  1795. 

Our  subject's  immediate  progenitor  was  a  car-  j 
pentei'  by  trade,  but  earned  on  farming  in  connec-  | 
tion  with  his  trade.  When  his  son,  George,  was  : 
but  eight  years  old  tlie  family  determined  to  come  i 
to  Michigan,  and  made  the  momentous  journey  | 
hither,  settling  first  in  Bengal  Township,  Clinton  i 
County,  in  1837.  At  that  time  there  were  very  i 
few  white  settlers  in  the  township,  and  they  were  ! 
obliged  to  go  to  DeWitt,  thirteen  miles  from  their 
home,  as  the  nearest  point  at  which  they  could  get  i 
groceries.  Wild  game  was  at  that  time  very  plen-  i 
tiful,  and  very  frequently  the  pioneer  stood  in  his  i 
doorway  and  shot  deer. 

That   necessity    is  the  mother    of  invention    is   i 
never  more  appai'ent  than  in  pioneer  days  and  our   | 
subject's  family  had  to  resort  to    many  ludici'ous   ] 
makeshifts.     A  tree    top    was    used    in    lieu   of  a   | 
clothesline,  and  was  also  'the  vehicle  upon  which  j 
the  wheat  was  dragged  to  the  barns.    These  stir- 
ing  conditions  of  life,  however,  were  calculated  to 
develop  firmness,  strength  and  independence  of 
charocter.     In  1852  Mr.  Morton,  Sr.,  was  attracted 
to  California  with  the  bands  that  were  constantly 
"  starting  out  to  that  promised  land  of  golden  ti-eas- 
ure.     The  trip  overland  occupied  six  months  and 
two  days,  and  on  arriving  he  spent  two  years  in 
working  in  the  gold  mines.     The  feverish  life  of 
early  days  was  not  pleasing,  liowever,  to  the  old 
gentlemae,  and  he  returned  to  more  quiet  Michi- 
gan, and  having  cleared  up  a  farm  he  moved  into 
DeWitt,  where    he    died.     His    wife,  our  subject's 
mother,  was  in    her    maiden    days    Miss    Philora 
Tuttle,  a  native    of   one  of  the    Eastern   States. 
Her  decease  took  place  in  18fil,  at  the  age  of  sixty 
years. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  he  had  i-eaolied  his  majority,  giving  his 
parents  the  benefit  of  his  work  and  attending  dis- 


trict school.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
1861,  his  patriotism  took  a  practical  turn,  and  in 
September  of  that  yeai-  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Regiment,  U.  S.  Sharpshootei-s,  Company  R,  and 
serued  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  was  with  Berdan's  U.  S.  Sharpshooters, 
serving  in  the  Second  Division.  June  1,  1864,  he 
was  taken  prisoner  near  Petersburg,  and  was  first 
sent  to  Libby,  but  was  subsequently  changed  to 
Andersonville,  and  from  there  to  Charleston,  and 
thence  to  Florence.  During  the  nine  months  of 
his  imprisonment  he  sufl'ered  the  miseries  incident 
to  those  foul  places.  While  at  Florence  he  was  at 
one  time  thi-ee  days  without  rations.  A  brave 
and  daring  soldier,  he  made  a  record  in  his 
military  life  that  his  friends  feel  justly  proud 
of. 

On  the  close  of  Die  war  Mr.  Morton  returned  to 
DeWitt  and  conducted  the  work  on  the  old  farm 
until  1874.  Ambitious,  however,  to  manage  a 
larger  estate,  he  rented  the  old  homestead  and  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  the  large  farm  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Delhi  Township,  remaining  there 
for  seven  yeai-s.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  there  worked  for  one  year,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  bought  the 
fai-m  upon  which  he  now  resides. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  very  hap- 
pily married  in  1861  to  Miss  Jane  Cushman,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  Cushman,  who  was  an  old 
pioneer  in  De  Witt  Township.  Mrs.  Morton  is 
also  a  sister  of  Gilbert  Cushman,  of  Meridian 
Township.  The  lady  was  born  February  17, 1839, 
in  Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  and  when 
three  years  of  age,' she  with  her  parents  moved  to 
Clinton  County,  this  State.  Children  of  their  own 
have  been  denied  this  worthy  couple,  but  they 
bestowed  the  wealth  of  their  affection  and  protect^ 
ing  care  upon  an  adopted  son,  taken  into  tiie  fam- 
ily when  he  was  eight  months  of  age.  He  goes  by 
the  name  of  the  name  of  Joseph  J.  Morton  and 
was  born  May  15,  1871.  This  young  man  has 
most  flattering  prospects  for  the  future.  He  is 
bright  and  intelligent  and  his  friends  will  be 
greatly  disappointed  if  he  does  not  realize  their 
expectations  for  him.     Mr,  Morton  is  a  member  of 
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tbe  Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Capitol 
Lodge,  No.  66,  of  Lansing.  He  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  been  a 
Greenback  advocate.  The  center  of  a  wide  circle 
of  friends,  Mr.  Morton  merits  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence whicli  is  accorded  him  on  every  side. 


/)M\\  "^'^TIMKR  D.  GARDNER.  This  gentle- 
I  ll\  man,  who  is  the  son  of  Amilo  and  Han- 
iP  ^  nah  (Mixter)  Gardner,  is  the  grandson  of 
^  William  Gardner  of  Connecticut,  who  was 

one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Millford,  Oakland 
County,  Mich,,  but  whoso  death  occurred  by 
drowning,  after  he  had  returned  to  Connecticut 
when  an  old  man.  His  large  family  of  children 
bore  the  following  names:  Alexander,  Amilo, 
Almiron,  Abel,  Myndred,  Lovilla,  Lucy  and  Delia. 
Alexander,  Almiron,  Abel,  Iiovilla  and  Lucy  have 
died.  William  Gardner  married  Mar}-  Randall, 
who  was  Mrs.  Wightman  by  a  previous  marriage. 
He  was  an  active  Democrat  in  his  political  sympa- 
thies and  served  his  country  in  tbe  War  of  1812. 
Amilo  Gardner  was  born  September  18,  1805, 
and  pursued  farmmg  most  of  his  life,  although  in 
early  years  he  was  a  drover,  buying  cattle  all  over 
the  State  of  New  York,  He  also  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  thi-ough  most  of  his  life  in  New  Yoik. 
In  1850  he  moved  by  team  and  wagon  from  Her- 
kimer, N.  Y.,  to  Fulton  County,  III.,  being  thirty- 
three  days  on  the  road,  and  the  following  spring 
he  pursued  his  journey  to  Michigan  by  way  of 
Chicago,  and  in  the  spring  of  18.51  (only  forty 
years  ago)  his  horees  mired  in  the  streets  of  Chi- 
cago and  he  had  to  pull  them  out  with  an  ox- 
team.  He  bought  and  settled  upon  two  hundred 
acres  on  section  28,  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  he  proceeded  to  clear  and  improve  it 
and  place  upon  it  excellent  farm  buildings. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  first  man  who 
raised  hops  in  Michigan  and  he  sold  as  much  as 
$5,000  worth  of  this  crop  in  a  single  yeai-.  A 
team,  a  wagon  and  17  were  his  fortune  when  he 
left  New   York,  and  he   is  now  a  successful  man, 


owning  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  excel- 
lent and  richly  cultivated  land.  His  six  children 
are  Mortimer  D.,  William  D.,  Alonzo  E.,  Avistin 
R.,  James  R,  and  an  adopted  daughter,  Laura  L. 
Williams.  'J'he  father  and  mother  are  earnest  and 
devoted  Christians,  and  members  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch  re- 
spectively, and  the  father  has  ever  been  an  active 
and  stanch  Democrat.  He  is  a  liberal  giver  to 
church  and  charitable  purposes,  and  the  house  of 
worship  which  was  erected  upon  his  farm  was  half 
paid  for  by  this  liberal  family.  He  has  served  the 
public  as  Postmaster  for  twenty-six  years. 

The  mother  of  Mortimer  Gardner  was  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1814,  and  died  October  7,  1881,  being  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Bronson)  Mixter, 
who  carried  on  a  fann  in  New  York,  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  bom  May  10,  1834,  in  Warren, 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a  common 
school  education,  by  which  he  so  thoroughly 
profited  as  to  be  able  to  teach  in  both  Sew  York 
and  Michigan,  He  makes  a  specialty  of  teaching 
Mono-Chromatic  (fainting,  which  he  finds  very 
profitable,  and  he  sometimes  receives  from  his 
pupils  as  much  as  $500  in  a  single  season.  He 
moved  with  his  parents  to  tbe  West,  but  not  lik- 
ing Illinois,  started  back  to  New  York,  and  stop- 
ping in  Michigan  found  a  congenial  home,  which 
he  has  since  maintained  in  this  8tAtc.  He  began 
farming  with  his  father,and  also"kept  tavern,"  as 
it  was  then  called,  where  they  now  reside. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  Decemlier  27,  1854, 
to  Miss  Sarah  A,  Griswold  brought  to  his  home  a 
cultivated  and  intelligent  lady,  who  is  a  fit  help- 
mate to  this  progressive  man  She  was  l>oin  in 
Chemung  County,  N,  Y.,  and  was  a  teacher  for 
years,  being  largely  self-educated  Hei  parents, 
George  G.  and  Alzina  (Roberts)  (Jnswold,  were 
born  in  Chemung  County,  and  her  father  was  a 
farmer,  wlio  came  to  (Jeeola  Township,  Livingston 
County,  in  the  territorial  days  and  here  owned  a 
large  tract  of  land.  His  family  consisted  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughtei-s. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  liad  boru  to  them 
two  children,  Amito  G.  and  Adda  A.,  now  the  wife 
of  George  Wilcox.  f)ursubject  is  an  honored  and 
respected    member   of    the    Free    and    Accepted 
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Masons,  and  both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  leading 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Since  his  first  coming  to  the  .State  he  has  resided 
eonlinuously  in  Tyrone  Township,  and  he  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  on  sec- 
tions 27  and  28,  from  most  of  which  he  has  him- 
self cleai-ed  away  the  trees.  This  gentleman  has 
been  active  in  politics  and  attends  all  the  conven- 
tions, having  served  nine  yeai-s  as  clerk,  lie  j^as 
generally  declined  political  honors,  but  has  served 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  twenty-five  yeai-s  and  as 
Notaiy  Public  for  the  same  length  of  time. 

William  D.  Gardner,  a  brother  of  our  subject, 
married  Lenora  Griswoll,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons.  Alonzo  married  Nettie  L,  Reed  and 
Austin  R.  married  Maiy  Kinsman,  and  to  them  have 
been  granted  two  daughters.  James  R.  Gardner 
married  Emma  Kinsman,  and  Ivaura  Williams,  the 
adopted  sister,  is  the  wife  of  .losejih  R.  <TriswoM 
and  has  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 


111=^  ILAND  S.  WILCOX.  This  well-known  and 
[ki(^  highly  respected  farmer  whose  pleasant 
iii  '*  home  may  be  found  on  section  10,  Oceola 
^0  Township,  Livingston  County,  is  of  East- 
ern birth,  his  nativity  having  ot«uri-ed  July  8, 
1 830,  in  Alleghany  County,  N.  Y,,  where  his  father, 
Alonzo  Wilcox,  was  also  a  native  in  1807,  Onr 
subject's  mother,  Sarah  Dean,a  Vermontcv  by  birth. 
Jived  with  her  young  husband  on  the  traet  known 
as  the  Holland  Purchase  until  they  came  to  Miclii- 
gan  in  1836. 

The  first  family  home  in  the  West  was  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Dr.  Wixon  place,  in  Novi  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  but  aftei'  about  a  year  they 
came  to  Livingston  County,  settling  in  fteeoia 
Township  and  taking  up  Government  land  on 
section  33,  in  the  year  1837.  Here  the  young  man 
cut  logsand  built  him  a  log  house  measuring  about 
14x24,  and  having  cleared  up  the  place,  improved 
and  cultivated  it,  made  it  his  home  for  seven  years, 
subsequent  to  which  they  i-emoved  to  sections  i 


and  9,  of  the  same  township,  and  there  again  built 
a  log  house  and  improved  the  land.  His  last  years 
were  silent  in  FowlerviJIe  where  he  lived  to  be 
seventy-four  years  old.  His  politics  led  him  to 
atfiliate  with  the  Democratie  party  and  he  served 
his  township  faithfully  and  etflciently  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  His  good  wife  lived  to  be  seventy- 
eight  ycai-s  old  and  was  the  mother  of  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  ail  but  one  of  whom  are  still  living 
and  have  families  of  their  own. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-bom  of  his  parents  and 
was  a  child  of  six  years  when  the  family  migration 
was  made  to  this  State.  He  has  therefore  spent 
most  of  his  life  here  and  received  his  schooling  in 
the  log  schoolhouses  of  Oceola  Township.  His 
boyliood  days  alternated  between  school  and  farm 
work,  and  he  was  an  efficient  helper  to  his  father 
and  wlien  quite  young  assumed  charge  of  the  farm. 
For  ten  years  he  was  accustomed  to  go  into  the 
pine  regions  during  the  lumbering  seasons  but 
spent  his  summers  on  the  farm. 

Debby  Chambers  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
lady  who  became  the  bride  of  our  subject,  Septem- 
ber 27, 1857.  She  was  born  in  New  York  but  came 
when  quite  a  small  child  with  her  father,  James 
Chambers,  to  Michigan.  After  marriage  the  young 
couple  made  their  home  on  the  spot  where  they  still 
reside,  as  the  young  man  had  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  had  it  partly  paid  for  be- 
fore marriage.  Here  he  built  a  little  log  house  in 
the  midst  of  the  clearing  and  proceeded  to  im- 
prove the  property  and  cultivate  it.  Not  a  stick 
Imd  been  cut  upon  the  place  before  he  took  it,  but 
previous  to  settling  here  he  had  put  twelve  acres 
into  condition  for  tillage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Alonzo  J.,  who 
married  Miss  Hetty  Staley,  of  Oceola  Township; 
Emma  R.  and  Adelbcrt,  both  of  whom  reside  at 
liome.  From  small  )>eginnings  our  subject  has 
gained  a  handsome  property,  and  besides  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the  home  place  he  has 
forty  acres  on  section  4,  seventeen  acres  ou  section 
3,  and  iifteen  acres  on  section  2.  The  attractive 
and  commodious  house  in  which  his  family  now 
resides  was  erected  by  him  in  1869  at  a  cost  of 
12,000.     His    horse    barn    has   the    dimensions  of 
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37x37  feet,  the  old  barn  is  30x41  feet  and  the  grain 
bams  are  36x44  and  30x46.  He  keeps  on  an  aver- 
age one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  slieep  which  lie 
finds  to  be  profitable,  and  he  deals  largely  in  them, 
buying  and  selling.     He  also  keeps  good  hoi^ses. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Wilcox  have  led  him 
into  alliant*  with  the  forces  of  the  Deraocratio 
party  and  he  has  great  faith  that  the  principles 
promulgated  by  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  will  yet  triumph  in  the  government 
of  America,  but  he  is  not  an  office  seeker  and  has 
held  no  positions  of  public  service.  He  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  well-known  in  the  county  as  favor- 
able to  all  good  causes  and  pays  generously  for  the 
support  of  institutions  of  religion  and  education, 
alhough  be  is  not  a  member  of  any  [Kirticularchnrch, 


"^=^=^1 


EBEK  S.  ANl>RJi;WS,  editor  of  the  Williams- 
ton  Enterprise,  is  a  son  of  Sylvester  An- 
drews, and  a  grandson  of  William  Andrews, 
who  was  born  October  18,  1789,  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  died  May  7,  1856,  When  a  young  man  Will- 
iam Andrews  went  to  New  York,  and  in  1813  was 
married  to  Rebecca  Hall,  a  native  of  Saratoga 
County,  who  was  bom  May  13,  1796,  and  died 
October  20,  1824.  To  them  the  following  children 
were  born:  George,  deceased;  Martin  B.,  Eli  B., 
Sylvester  S.,  Delia  E.,  Hiram  B,,  Charity  C.  and 
iSusan  L,  All  of  these  children  were  born  in  New 
York,  and  it  was  in  1833  that  William  Andrews 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Commerce  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  wiience  he  removed  in 
1845  to  Howell,  Livingston  County,  where  he 
died.  His  good  wife  spent  her  last  days  with  her 
eldest  son  in  Ionia  County.  Her  husband  passed 
his  last  years  upon  a  farm,  but  during  most 
of  his  life  devoted  his  energies  to  managing  a 
sawmill. 

Sylvester  Andrews  was  born  February  18,  1821, 
in  Saratoga  County,  N,  Y,,  and  was  twelve  yeai's  , 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parent-s  to  Michi-  : 
gan,  and  upon  tlrst  leaving  home  was  engaged  in  | 


;  the   sawmill   business   in  Port  Huion       His  wife, 
Maua  was  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Hudson   a  son  of 

■  Abram  Hudson  ot  MoiTistown  N  1  who  was  a 
:  soldiei  ni  the  Re^oliitionaiv  Wai  Ihe  paternal 
■■  gi'andfathei  of  oui  lubjeet  h-id  the  following  chil- 
!  di-en  Fiank  tlisha  Nant>  Sydnei  Elizabeth,  01- 
'  ive,PlumaA.,ManaandCharlott*.  Mr.Hudsonwas 
I  a  millwright  and  farmer,  and  a  man  of  consider- 
j  able  property,  and  one  of  of  the  pioneera  of  Oak- 

■  land  County,  Ho  finally  removed  to  Saginaw 
I  C'onnty,    wliere    he    engaged    in    mercantile  busi- 

■  To  Sylvester  Andrews  and  his  good  wife  were 
born  oaily  one  child,  our  subject.      The  father  is 

I  an  express  agent  at  Howell,  Mich.,  where   he   is 

:  also     engaged    in     selling     agricultural  .  imple- 

;   nieuts, aline  of  busiuess   in   which   has  been  in- 

i   terested   for  many  years.     He   is  still   in  active 

,'   business,  although  he  has  reached  the  limit  of  three- 

i  score  years  and   ten.    His  faithful  and  devoted 

'   wife   was  snatched  from  his  side   by   death    in 

August,  1855,  when  the  cholera  swept  through  Port 

Huron.    He  has  since  that  time  twice  married,  hut 

no  children  have  been  born. 

Eber  S.  Andrews  was  born  in  Poi-t  Huron,  May 
12,  1853,  and  at  the  age  of  six  went  to  Livingston 
County  with  his  parents,  where  he  resided  until 
1872.  He  started  in  hfe  for  liimselt  at  the  age  of 
tliirtcen,  and  worked  upon  a  farm  imtil  he  was 
apprenticed  to  Joseph  T.  Titus,  and  after  working 
for  three  years  at  the  printers'  trade  decided  to 
attend  school  for  a  year  at  Howell,  wliich  oppor- 
tunity lie  improved  most  heartily,  as  he  had  had 
no  otlier  education  except  what  he  received  in  the 
common  country  schools.  In  1871  he  went  to 
Saginaw,  and  iu  1872  was  married  in  Howell  to 
Emma  Huntington,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  William 
Huntington,  wlio,  when  a  young  man,  had  emi- 
grated to  Oakland  County,  where  he  was  married 
to  Phoibe  Tibbits. 

The  father  of  Mrs,  Andrews,  although  now 
seventy-four  yeare  of  age,  is  in  active  practice  as  a 
physician  in  Howell,  and  his  .son  William  C. is  also 
following  the  same  profession  there.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  Andrews  made  his  home  in  Jackson, 
and  afterward  in  Kalamazoo,  and  later  in  Howell, 
in  all  three  places  following  his  trade.     At  Howell 
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he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Livingston -Be/)w 6ft'- 
oan,  and  after  one  year's  experience  ui)On  that  news- 
paper he  came  to  Williamston,  and  purchased  in 
December,  1874,  the  Wdliamston  JEiilerprise,  vihioit 
he  lias  since  conducted  and  edited.  He  lias  one  of 
the  best  equipped  country  otlices  in  the  State,  and 
has  built  up  quite  a  business  in  job  printing,  as  for 
fifteen  years  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  socltity 
printing,  and  his  paper  hai  a  cii-culaiion  of  twelve 
hundred. 

To  our  subject  and  his  amiable  and  intelligent 
wife  have  been  bom  four  ehildren— Olive  M.  i-e- 
sides  at  home  and  graduated  in  18',ll  from  the 
■Williamston  High  .School;  Jessie  is  in  the  senior 
class  of  the  same  school;  and  Helen  and  Neina 
are  still  school  girls.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Williamston  Lodge, 
No.  153.  He  is  also  connected  witli  the  higlier 
branches  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  belongs 
to  Williamston  Lodge,  No.  205.  In  the  Baptist 
Chui-eh  with  wliich  he,  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
connected  he  is  a  leader,  and  is  now  for  tlie  third  time 
illling  the  ofHce  of  Clerk  of  tlie  Siiiawassee  Baptist 
Association,  which  includes  Ingham,  Clinton  and 
Shiawassee  Counties.  He  is  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  diiring  three  U-rmf  In 
politics  he  is  a  Hepulillt-jui. 


^^^RRIN  N.  MOON,  M.  D.     One  of  the  younger 
ii    )))  practitioners  of  tlie  lieiiling 


II  II  practitioners  of  tlie  lieiiling  art  in  the  city 
^s/'  of  Howell,  Livingston  County,  Dr.  Moon 
lias  already  had  a  fair  degree  of  success,  and  being 
a  well-informed  man  as  well  as  a  skillful  practi- 
tioner it  could  not  he  otherwise.  Dr.  Moon,  whose 
portmit  accompanies  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of 
Cheshire,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  his  natal  day 
being  December  28,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Nelson 
O.  and  Emeline  (Hewctt)  Moon,  natives  of  New 
York.  In  his  youthful  days,  Mr.  Moon  Sr.  was 
engaged  in  teaching  in  his  native  State  and  after 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1855,  he  was  also  for  a 
time  employed  in  the  work  of  a  pedagogue,  con- 


tinuing in  this  direction  until  his  mamage,  which 
took  place  in  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  March  1, 1857. 
After  that  he  settled  down  to  farming,  continuing 
this  work  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  also  Notary  Public 
The  death  of  Nelson  O.  Moon  took  place  March 
10,  1873,  his  wife  havingpreeeded  him  by  several 
yeai-e,  her  death  occurring  July  10,  1868,  His 
father  was  Royal  H.  Moon,  a  native  of  New  York 
and  a  fanner,  who  died  in  18i2.  He  had  only  two 
children — Mi-s.  Ann  Bagly,  who  died  in  1866,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

Dr.  Moon  is  one  of  five  childi-eu,  only  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  in  order  of  birth 
Orrin  N.,  onr  suiiject,  Mi-s.  Nettie  Joy,  Mrs.  Ella 
Bennett  and  Mrs.  Abbic  L.  Thompson.  Our  subject's 
fatiier  was  a  Republican.  He  sci-ved  in  the  ai-my 
for  eighteen  months,  being  commissioned  as  Second 
Lieutenant  and  belonging  to  the  Third  Michigan 
Cavalry,  Comiiany  I.  His  health  failing  him  he 
was  obliged  to  resign  his  commission  and  return 
home.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  remained  on  the 
farm  until  his  father's  death,  receiving  very  good 
educational  advantages  meantime.  After  finishing 
the  district  school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  he 
attended  the  Battle  Creek  High  School,  after  which 
he  entered  the  dental  office  of  D.  C.  Hauhurst  and 
was  there  employed  for  two  years.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  liegan  to  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  Millspaugh  of  Battle  Creek,  and  in  the  year 
1878  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  State 
T^niveraity  at  Ann  Arboi'. 

On  leaving  Ann  Arbor  lie  located,  flret  at 
Jamestown,  Ottawa  County,  Mich.,  where  he  spent 
one  year  and  then  attended  the  Keokuk  Medical 
College  of  Pliysicians  and  Siu-geons,  being  grad- 
uated therefrom  March  1, 1881.  There  he  held  the 
position  of  Assistant  Demonstrator  in  Anatomy, 
He  then  returned  to  Jamestown  and  remained  for 
anotlier  year,  when  he  moved  into  the  Holland 
Colony  in  Ottawa  County  in  the  township  of  Zee- 
land,  where  he  was  engaged  in  pi'acticc  for  some  five 
3'ears,  after  which  he  removed  to  Fennville,  Alle- 
gan County,  where  he  opened  a  drug  store  in  con- 
nection with  his  practice,  he  being  a  registered  and 
practical  pharmacfet.    After  two  years'  stay  at  the 
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luat-iiaiiKMi  plat-e  Uo  rtold  i  u1  In--  I  ii'iiiie-*'  itiUic^ta 
and  came  to  Uo  well  in  18S/  where  he  has  since 
been  in  active  practice.  Here  lie  has  a  laige  ind 
remunerative  patronage  ind  i*.  [lopulai  among  all 
classes  of  peo|)le. 

Dr.  Moon  was  firet  mairied  September  li  1H79, 
to  Miss  Minnie  S.  Van  /ee  of  Salem  Allegan 
County,  Micli,,  and  one  child  wis  boin  untt  them, 
Selwyn  W.,  whose  birth  <ctniied  Detombei  31, 
1881.  Tlie  union  was  an  unhtppy  one  and  on 
June  IS,  1885,  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Grand 
Rapids  in  chancery  before  the  Hon.  Isaac  H,  Ptii- 
rish.  Judge  of  said  court,  a  divoree  from  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  was  gi'anted  unto  the  complainant, 
Orrin  N.  Moon,  and  the  caie,  custody  and  educa- 
tion of  said  Selwyn  AV.,  was  granted  unto  same. 

Dr.  Moon  was  again  mairied  September  10, 1885, 
his  bride  being  Miss  Cecelia  Walt^iv,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  this  State.  This  estimable  lady  was  born 
in  Cardiff,  Wales,  ]>eceniber  4,  1 864  and  has  home 
Iter  husband  two  children,  who  brigliteu  the  home. 
Tliey  are — Orrin  N.,  born  March  1,  1887,  and 
Cecil  W.,  Mavch  IG,  1889.  Socially  the  Doctor 
belongs  to  Howell  Lodge  No.  38,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.', 
and  also  to  the  Chapter  No.  7  of  Grand  Rapids. 
He  also  is  identifled  with  the  Grand  Rapids  Coun- 
cil No.  10,  the  Knights  Templar  of  Howell,  and 
the  New  Moon  Lodge  No  284  I  O  O  *  ,  of 
Jamestown  Ctntei,  Mich  He  is  the  oldest  mem 
ber  of  the  State  Medicil  Society  leaidinj'  in 
Howell  His  practice  has  extended  be>  ond  the 
immcdiatt  locilit^  %o  that  he  hai  now  a  wide 
urcuitin  the  countn  whiih  tntiils  muth  hud 
iidmg  This  howe\ei  is  i  li'ii(l'>h\i  tli  it  ini  si 
physicians  are  not  aietse  U 


JOHN  A.  GREENER  This  worthy  citizen  of 
Cohoetah  Township,  Livingston  County, 
who  has  proved  his  worth  as  a  member  of 
society  and  aS  a  successful  farmer,  was  born 
September  13,  1859,  on  his  father's  old  homestead 
where  he  still  resides,  an  estate  which  is  located  on 


section  28,  of  tlie  township.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles 
and  Henrietta  Gi-eener,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  about  the  year  1835.  They 
made  their  flret  home  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
father  worked  in  the  iron  mines,  but  after  that 
made  New  Jenwy  their  home  for  a  short  time,  and 
during  their  stay  tlieve  Mr.  Greener  was  a  t«amster. 
This  enterprising  eonple  had  heard  much  of  the 
fame  of  the  Western  land  and  especially  of  the  pro- 
ductiveness and  climate  of  Michigan  and  they  de- 
cided they  would  no  longer  remain  in  the  East, 
where  they  had  found  no  great  demand  (or  their 
efforts.  They  therefore  took  passage  by  boat  on 
the  Erie  Canal  during  the  year  1837  or  1838,  and 
from  Buffalo  came  by  I^ke  Erie  to  Detroit.  Ujion 
reaching  Livingston  County  they  took  up  the  land 
which  now  forms  the  homestead,  and  settling  upon 
forty  aci-es,  went  to  work  to  improve  it  and  plant 
crops.  To  this  fann  they  added  from  time  to  time 
until  they  owned  one  hundred  and  seventj-flve 
acres,  which  they  remained  upon  until  death 
ensued.  The  father  passed  from  earth  in  April, 
1863,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years,  and  his  widow 
died  in  October,  1883,  having  reached  the  age  of 
j  sixty-three  years.  They  were  tlie  parents  of  seven 
i  children,  namely:  John,  who  died  in  infancy; 
!    Charles,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty;  Elizabeth, 

f  utlier  Margaiet,  John  A.  and  Catherine  E, 
I  The  childi-en  of  this  family  were  brought  up  in 
I  the  faith  of  the  Evangelical  Chui-ch,  to  wJiich  their 
paients  both  belong,  and  although  they  were 
tfnable  to  gi\e  their  offspring  much  of  this  world's 
possessions  the\  did  leave  them  a  sacred  heritage 
of  fiitli  hope  and  charity.  To  onr  subject  was 
given  the  best  oj^portunity  which  was  then  avail- 
able for  an  education,  but  the  common  schools  of 
the  day  were  narrow  in  their  curriculum,  although 
excellent  in  drill.  But  pioneer  boys  did  not  have 
mucli  time  to  devote  to  study,  as  their  strength  and 
labor  was  needed  in  subduing  the  wilderness  and 
raising  the  necessary  crops. 

Since  the  death  of  the  father  this  son  has  made 

his  home  upon  the  lioraestead  and   he  has  added 

■   thereto  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  eighty  of 

.    which  he  has  improved.     His  married   life  began 

:   t)ctober  12,  1887,  and  his    bride    was   known    in 

maidenhood  as  Merta  E.  Pratt.     This  amiable  and 
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interesting  lady  is  a  native  of  Colioctah  Township 
and  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Sanih  (Oorden)  Prait, 
She  is  an  active  and  efficient  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal   Church,   where   lier   influence   is 

highly  prized.  The  political  ideas  which  Mr. 
Greener  considers  most  sonnd  are  those  which  are 
expressed  in  the  deliverances  of  the  Demociiitic 
party  and  he  hns  faith  in  tlie  ultimate  success  of 
tliat  Ijodv. 


JOHN  R.  STELZER.  Belonging  to  that  class 
of  Teutonic  emigrants  whase  industrj'  and 
economy  soon  placed  them  in  comfortable 
and  responsible  positions  on  coming  into 
the  new  country,  our  subject  has  taken  advantage 
of  every  circumstance  that  he  could  turn  to  his 
own  account,  and  the  consequence  it  that  he  is  in 
a  most  comfortal>le  financial  position  and  a  farmer 
who  has  accumulated  a  handsome  competency  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  calling  in  tliis  State.  A  resi 
dent  on  section  12,  Cohoctah  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  he  was  horn  June  I.>.  1848.  in  Ger- 
many, and  is  a  .^on  of  Wolf  G,  and  Margaret  (C'rnl) 
St«lzer. 

The  original  of  tJiis  sketch  came  across  the 
ocean  with  his  parents,  landing  in  this  country  in 
1853  and  they  pmsned  their  course  at  once  to  the 
noi'tliern  tier  of  the  Central  vStates  and  located  in 
Livingston  County,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  the 
district  schools  in  his  adopted  land.  It  was  not  a 
great  while  until  our  subject  was  equipped  for  the 
struggle  of  life  and  working  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  majority  of  other  youths  of  the  nation. 
At  nineteen  lie  liegan  work  for  himself,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  service  of  farmers  by  the  month  and 
year  and  receiving  1350  per  annum  for  two  years 
and  $240  for  three  years.  When  twenty-two  years 
of  age  lie  left  home  and  was  engaged  in  work  by 
the  month.  The  first  farm  which  he  himself  owned 
comprised  forty  acres  of  timl)er  land  which  he  piir- 
cliased  in  1871.  This  he  cleared  and  improved 
and  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  tbe  original 
purehase  until    he    now    owns    two    hundred  and 


thirty-one  acres.  His  success  in  the  world  was  as- 
sured before  lie  ever  received  any  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, for  on  his  father's  decease  he  received  11,200 
from  his  estate,  Mr.  Stelzer  has  cleared  for 
himself  and  others  over  three  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

Since  coming  to  this  State  our  subject  has  never 
been  a  resident  in  Cohoctah  Township  and  his  in- 
terest in  this  locality  is  consequently,  paramount, 
here  are  his  nearest  and  dearest  ties.  September  6, 
1880,  he  was  married  to  Mai'garet  Thumser,  who 
was  here  born  May  12,  1855.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Slier)  Thumser,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  Saxony  respectively.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren— Eddie  and  Elraa,  who  are  intelligent  and 
progi'essive  young  people.  Mr.  Stelzer  is  a  demo- 
crat itipolitict-. 


IL^ENRY  F.  MALTBY.  Tliis  sterling  and 
||j  jlj  leading  man  and  excellent  farmerandstock- 
ifc^'  raiser,  residing  on  two  hundred  forty  acres 
(^)  of  excetlent  land  on  section  7,  Green  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  was  born  at  the  old 
Maltby  homestead  on  the  same  section,  March  28, 
1845.  Almon  Maltby,  his  father,  was  bom  in 
Henrietta  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  and  in  1832  came 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  company  with  a  brother, 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  piished  into  the 
wilderness  to  make  a  home.  They  located  where 
the  pretty  little  country  town  of  Brighton  now 
stands,  although  the  country  for  miles  around  was 
a  wilderness. 

As  soon  as  they  could  convenientl_v  do  so  they 
erected  a  saw  mill  and  t>egan  to  manufacture  lum- 
ber for  the  army  of  home  seekeis  who  were  follow- 
ing in  their  footsteps  They  operated  the  mill  for 
a  iiuml>er  of  ^eais  and  m  the  meantime  Almon 
Maltby  enteied  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Shiawasgee 
C'oiinty,  although  he  never  located  upon  it.  He 
erected  the  first  frame  house  in  Brighton. 

The  fathei  of  our  lubject  was.a  young  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  education,  and 
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taught  KC-hool  rinriiig  the  flcst  wiiit<4'  uftci-  liis  sir- 
vival  ill  llamlnirgTownslii]).  IIci  was  fond  "fliinit- 
\ng  and  during  his  pioneer  da.ys  killed  a  gotnl 
many  deer.  He  subsequently  purehaaed  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  7,  Green  Oak  Township,  a 
short  distance  from  Brigliton  and  there  located. 
He  was  an  active,  indu.sti'ious  man  and  l>ecaine 
very  prosperous.  He  cleared  and  improved  Iiis 
land  as  far  as  it  was  possible  and  from  year  to  year 
acquii-ed  additional  acres  as  his  means  permitted. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883, 
he  owned  four  Imndred  acres  of  choice  land.  He  ' 
wfl^  for  three  yeare  Supervisor  of  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship. 

Almon  Maitby  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
l>eing  Jane  Hawley,  whose  mariied  life  was  hrief, 
lasting  through  onh  a  few  jears  Of  her  three 
children  one  died  m  infanti  and  two  lived  to 
manhood  aiid  ser^  ed  dunu^  the  C  ivd  Wai  one  of 
them  dying  in  the  hospital  at^i-h\ille  ienn 
The  second  wife  boie  the  miiden  nime  of  l-tthei 
Moore.  She  was  bom  m  ^tw  lioik  -in d  came  to 
Oakland  County  with  hti  parents  it  an  eaiH  da\ 
She  is  still  living  and  i*;  now  m  hei  sevtntieth 
year,  and  her  foui  children  are  all  living 

Tlie  young  man  of  whom  we  niite  ivailed  him 
self  of  all  tlie  advantage-,  he  could  -tciiie  in  the 
district  school,  and  in  1866  attended  a  commeixtial 
college  in   Chicago  for  one  term.     He    remained    r 
with  his  parents  for  several  years  after  reaching  his 
majority  and    had    the  management  of  the  farm    ; 
during  most  of  that  time.     He  celebrated  the  one   I 
hundredth  anniversary  of  our  Nation's  indepen-   i 
dence  by  a  most  impressive  ceremonial  in  which  he   | 
was  united  for  life   with  the  lady  of  his  choice,   : 
Miss  Mary  Knabb,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,    | 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  sons —   | 
Almon  H.  and  Robert  D.,  sons  of  whom  any  parent    ! 
may  well  be  proud.     They  are  bright  boys  and  weil   | 
deserve    the  confidence  of    their  parents,  and  are   ', 
very  helpful  to  their  father  upon  the  farm.    Almon 
H.,  who  is  thirteen    yeara  of  age,  cut  during  the   ; 
hai'vest  time  thirty-five  acr^  of  grain.  ; 

.  The  political  views  of  Mr.  Maitby  bring  him  1 
into  connection  with  the  Republican  party  and  he  i 
is  quite  prominent  as  a  qniet  leader  of  thought  in  '. 
their  ranks.    For  several  years  he  has  filled  the  of-  i 


Ike  of  .lustice  of  the  I'eaee  and  isstill  in  that  offlce. 
lie  has  also  lieeu  Supervisor  for  three  terms,  being 
first  elected  in  1884.  He  has  a  fine  farm,  a  good 
house  and  barns,  all  of  which  have  been  erected 
by  himself  and  he  takes  great  interest  in  rais- 
ing good  gi-ades  of  stock.  He  has  a  fine  flock  of 
registered  Shropshire  sheep  and  a  very  fine  herd  of 
Jersey  cattle,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
specimens  of  that  popular  breed  in  this  vicinity. 
Mr.  Maitby  is  a  populai'  and  progressive  farmer 
and  an  excellent  citizen,  who  is  willing  to  help  for- 
ward all  movements  which  will  be  for  the  tienefit 
of  tlie  eouiiiiunity. 


..i.^^^.i..^ 


,N/l  lis  I'IMRV  A\HIl\kI'R  flie  pre^nce 
//  ill  of  a  good  woman  in  a  neighlioihood  is  a 
//  ]&  scouict  and  cau«e  of  public  congratula 
J  tion   foi  b\   liei  woik*!  of  tender  merc\ 

s\miMith\  and  benevolenc(  she  ein  accomphsh 
moie  tlian  one  of  the  8t«iner  sex  and  m  these 
dais  of  emancipation  fiom  old  time  ideas  af 
legaids  incapaciti  for  business  life  hei  sex  have 
pioved  themselves  to  be  the  equal  of  tlieii  biotheri 
in  the  energy  and  judgment  with  which  they  pur 
sue  their  chosen  calling.  She  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  successful  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  compris 
ing  one  hundred  acres  on  section  32,  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County. 

Mi's.  Whitaker  came  to  this  farm  in  1859.  Part 
of  the  land  was  cleared  at  that  time.  At  present 
she  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  supplementing 
the  products  of  her  fields,  orchard  and  garden  by 
the  income  that  she  gets  through  her  stock.  It  is 
a  fine  place  and  well  cai-ed  for.  The  lady  of  whom 
we  wi-it«  was  born  in  the  township  of  Pennfield, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  June  18,  1834.  When 
only  eight  years  of  age  her  parents  brought  their 
little  daughter  with  thein  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
'Hiey  were  Rufus  and  Angeline  (Burlingame) 
Morrison,  natives  of  New  York.  The  former  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  calling  and  on  coming 
to  Michigan  located  in  the  township  of  Salem, 
Washtenaw  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
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Our  subject  is  one  of  five  children.  The  eldest, 
Elizabeth,  is  now  Mra.  Martin.  Next  iu  in-der  of 
birth  comes  her  of  whom  we  write.  Then  Mor- 
timer, Oscar  and  Alexander,  The  father's  de- 
cease took  jilace  in  (Salem,  in  1849,  and  the  mother 
in  Flint,  Mich.,  in  1884,  Mrs.  Whifciker's  fattier  was  a 
IDemoci'at  in  his  vote  and  political  following.  Ht-r 
early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  ttiat  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh,  both  parents  being 
members  of  that  body.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandsire  was  Samuel  Morrison  and  his  wife  was 
Mary  A.  (Canada)  Morilfon.  natives  of  New  York 
and  there  engaged  in  the  calling  of  agriculture. 
They  had  a  large  family  and  were  kept  busy  sup- 
plying the  necessities  of  the  childi-en.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat.  The  maternal  giandpareuts  were 
David  and  Nancy  (Miller)  liurlinganie.  They 
wei-e  kindly  Christian  people  who  endeavoi-ed  to 
live  by  the  precepts  of  ttie  Golden  Rule.  They 
also  had  a  large  family. 

Mrs.  Whitaker  liecame  the  wife  of  Gurdcn  A. 
Whitakcr,  in  January  18.52.  He  was  a  native  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.  and  tlie  son  of  Hiram  and  Christian 
(Casselman)  Whi'aker,  from  Connecticut  and 
Pennsylvania  I'espectjvely.  The  fonner  was  a 
blacksmith  and  the  bellows  wei'e  kept  going  pietty 
constantly  in  order  to  keep  the  large  family  which 
clustered  about  his  heai-th  and  board,  fed  and 
clothed.  They  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Salem,  Wa»ht«naw  County,  at  an  early  day.  Mr. 
Whitaker  was  reai-ed  on  a  farm  and  was  largelj' 
occupied  with  that  callinji  throughout  his  life,  al- 
though he  wft-i  engaged  in  teaching  sinning  school-' 
for  some  time  prior  to  and  after  his  marriage.  Tliis 
event  took  place  in  1852  and  he  immediately 
settled  on  the  farm  which  his  widow  now  occupies. 
He  wa-t  a  Democrat  in  his  political  hneh  of  thought 
and  was  actively  interested  in  doing  all  that  lie 
could  to  strengthen  his  party, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  have  been  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Ada.  Fred  and  Alice.  Tlie  eldest 
daught^-r  is  now  Mrs,  E.  Campbell  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children  Inez  and  Eva,  Fred  mar- 
ried Salinda  Barber:  Alice  is  now  Mrs.  S.  D.  Hoy 
and  the  iiiotiiur  of  one  child, a  daughter  who  liears 
the  eiiplioiK'ouf  iitiiiie  of  Tin.  The  hcnelits  and 
beauties  of  an  education  can  scai^ccly  he  appreci- 


atec]  more  than  by  our  subject.  She  has  made 
many  sacrifices  in  order  to  give  her  cluMren  every 
advantage  possible  and  they  are  cultured  and  re- 
fined men  and  women  whose  presence  is  most 
beneficent  in  their  chosen  places  of  residence. 
Mi's,  Hoy  is  a  musician  of  no  mean  talent  and  has 
Iwen  engaged  in  instructing  others  in  the  divine 
art.  The  lady  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasant  privilege 
to  give  a  biographical  sketch,  is  a  woman  of  great 
perseverance  and  constancy  of  purpose.  She 
carries  on  herfann  ina'^t  successfully  and  has  made 
of  it  an  ideal  abiding  place.  It  is  a  very  fertile 
spot  in  which  she  raises  fruit  that  is  a  picture  of 
lusciousness.  She  breeds  horses  of  a  liigh  grade 
and  iiiso  I'liises  c.ittle  and  grain. 


>^  YI.\1-:STER  (1.    NOBLB.     A    resident    of 

^^  the  village  of  I'nadilla,  Ue  whose  name  is 
^j/^  at  the  head  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  dis- 
~"  tinguished  family  whose  members  have  been 
cfmspicuous  in  civil,  military  and  commercial  life. 
His  father  FInathan  Noble  wa*  ■»  native  of  New 
Haven,  ( onn  there  bim  in  1/76  He  was  a 
manufactuiu  of  hat«  ett  ind  at  <  ne  time  a 
very  wealtln  m^n  but  losing  much  of  his  prop- 
erty came  to  Michigan  t<»  letiieve  if  possible  his 
lost  fortuut  111-"  wife  was  Asenath  Gilbert,  a 
native  of  New  \oik  llii  couple  weie  married  in 
Otsego  Count  1  "N  i  and  tame  to  Michigan  in 
1821,  Ml--  \,>*nath  Noble  died  in  lii22.  Her 
husliond  maiiied  thie<  time  she  1  eing  his  second 
wife.     Tlie^  were  the  piienls  of  thret  diildreu. 

The  eldest  ol  tilt  fimil\  to  whuh  oui  subject 
belongs  wis  Itntlei  (  Noble  an  officer  in  tlie 
United  States  Custom  House  fn  thiitt  jearsand 
a  splendid  1.^  talented  man.  He  was  also  Governor 
of  Wisconsin  during  the  Civil  War  and  then  went 
to  New  York  where  he  was  first  Inspector  of 
drugs  and  medicines  in  the  New  York  Custom 
House.  I)eiug  also  Harbor  Cluster  for  several  years, 
(hily  a  few  weeks  iig<.  (  [k<'.ll)  he  died  from  a  fit  of 
apoplexy  in  ISiooklj  ii,  N.  Y.,  at  the  ajje  of  seventy- 
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five  years.  His  wife  soon  aflerward  followed  him 
and  lier  daughter,  the  wife  of  a  rich  Quaker,  died 
on  the  same  day.  The  youngest  son,  Herman  C. 
Moble,  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  in 
1848  and  died  at  the  Capitol  building  m  Ijinsing. 
The  father  of  our  subject  passed  away  in  1841. 
In  1831  the  parents  of  him  of  whom  we  writecame 
to  Dexter,  Mich,,  and  located  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  on  section  34,  llnadilla  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County  on  tlie  west  one-half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  34.  In  order  to  reach  their 
li'act  they  had  to  follow  an  Indian  trail,  there  be- 
ing no  roads  at  that  time.  Their  fii-st  night  in  the 
vicinity  was  spent  in  the  cabin  of  Amos  Williams, 
on  section  33. 

Mr.  Noble,  Sr.,  built  a  log  shanty  ten  feet  square 
and  this  he  covered  over  with  grass.  It  was  made 
of  tamarack  logs  and  comfortable  in  spit«  of  its 
diminutiveness.  They  had  the  first  horse  team  in 
the  township  and  cut  their  way  through  the 
woods.  That  was  before  Michigan  had  been  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  and  when  Gov.  Mason  was 
at  the  head  of  affairs.  Our  subject's  father  was 
the  fiiist  Justice  of  the  Peace  appointed  in  the 
township;  he  was  also  appointed  Associate  .Tudge 
by  the  Governor  above  mentioned  and  the  first 
town  meeting  liei-e  held  convened  in  the  log  house 
that  was  our  subject's  fli-st  home  here.  The  town- 
ship was  named  after  Unadilla,  N.  Y.,  a  pretty 
village  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  it  being  so 
chi'istened  by  our  subject's  father.  He  acted  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years  and  flnally 
died  upon  his  farm. 

On  first  coming  to  Unadilla  there  was  bnt  one 
family  in  the  township  and  no  neighbors  near 
them.  Indians  were  plenty  and  although  their 
log  house,  the  increased  dimensions  of  which  was 
25x3it  feet,  was  not  palatial  in  its  proportions 
all  neweomei-s  were  welcome  at  that  early  day. 
The  family  had  to  go  to  Dexter  or  Ann  Arbor  to 
market.  Our  subject's  father  was  an  Episcopalian 
and  was  a  good  man,  his  morals  being  irre- 
proachable. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  lx>rn  in  Genoa, 
N.  Y.,  March,  12,  1819,  His  father's  name  will 
ever  be  remembered  in  that  pretty  city  as  he  was 
the   founder    of  Hobart    College  of   that  phtce. 


Receiving  the  rudiments  of   his  education   in  his 

native  State  our  subject  was  but  twelve  yeai-s  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  When  seventeen 
yeai-s  old  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  without 
means  and  without  friends  excepting  those  he 
made.  He  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio  and  hired  out 
to  the  conti-actors  who  were  building  the  State 
aqueducts  and  was  thus  engaged  for  three  years, 
working  up  until  he  received  $3  per  day.  He  then 
spent  one  summer  in  Cleveland  recruiting.  He 
has  repeatedly  been  at  the  home  of  William  Henrj'' 
Harrison.  After  visiting  Chlllicothe,  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  he  i-etumed  home  and  settled  on  the 
farm.  He  did  not  long  content  himself,  however, 
with  agricultural  work,  but  soon  after  was  engaged 
assisting  in  the  building  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  from  Dexter  to  Jackson.  He  then  helped 
in  the  arduous  task  of  building  at  Leoni  on  tlie 
Michigan  Central,  working  under  Engineer  Hay- 
den.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1849  he  joined  the 
camp  of  the  Wolverine  Rangers  and  set  out  to 
cross  the  plains  for  California.  'Iliey  piu-cliased 
their  outfits  at  St.  Tx)uis,  made  a  camp  at  Indepen- 
dence, Mo.,  and  then  set  out  on  a  trip  which 
took  six  months.  They  lost  their  entire  train  in 
the  mountains,  having  taken  the  celebrated  Green 
Horn  cut-off.  Their  train  was  very  long,  the 
wagons  being  drawn  entirely  by  oxen.  He  left 
the  train  and  went  ahead  with  one  other  man 
crossing  the  American  Desert,  a  distance  of  sev- 
enty-live miles  on  foot,  the  horses  having  teen 
stolen  by  night  by  the  Indians.  The  suffering  was 
terrible.  His  desire  for  water  was  so  great  as  to 
cause  perfect  agony. 

He  of  whom  we  write  proceeded  to  Apple  Gate 
Pass  in  Oregon,  crossing  the  mountains  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Sacramento  River.  On  arriv- 
ing in  the  Golden  State  they  went  into  the  mines 
and  Mr.  Noble  had  the  good  fortune  to  open  one 
of  tlie  richest  veins  discovered  by  his  party,  lie 
staid  in  California  for  a  time  engaged  in  mining, 
finally  going  back  to  San  Francisco  on  foot.  Work 
of  a  different  sort  was  plentiful  and  paying  and 
our  subject  soon  abandoned  mining  and  began 
work  at  $16  per  day,  spending  there  the  fail  and 
winter.  He  then  went  on  up  to  Feather  River, 
finally  coming  home  by   way  of   the  Isthmus  and 
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during  the  joiiniey  liitlier  spent  three  weeks  on  the 
water  in  a  dead  ctilni.  I^anding  in  Central  America 
he  came  tlicnce  to  New  Oi'leang  and  from  there 
proceeded  to  MieJugan,  wlien  buying  out  hi& 
brother's  interest  he  settled  on  the  old  homestead. 
In  1841  onr  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Charlotte  E.  Montague,  a  danglitei'  of  Luke 
and  Eunice  (Salsbury)  Montague.  Tliey  tiave 
been  the  parents  of  two  children,  but  both  have 
died.  Mrs.  Noble  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Piesbyterian  Oiurch.  Mr.  Noble  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics.  For  six  years 
he  was  Highway  Commissioner  and  was  elected  by 
the  Democrats,  although  he  has  been  a  Kepublican. 
Now  retired  from  active  labor  our  subject  has 
reduced  his  cares  to  a  minimum  by  disposing  of 
the  greater  part  of  his  farm,  and  now  has  only 
enough  U't  siippfirt  him  nicely. 


i^^i-^-t^llM^i 


W[LL1AJI  \'AN  lU  UKN.  Uiusing,ijigiiiiuL 
Countj',  as  the  ca])ital  of  the  State,  has  her 
full  quota  of  citizens  who  are  keenlj-  alive 
to  all  political  questions  and  the  fact  that  the  seat 
of  government  is  situated  here,  no  doubt  stimu- 
lates an  interest  in  public  movements  and  bnilds 
uj)  (i  eouLUiniiiiy  of  iiieii  who   ,ire  known,  for  Inck 
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i*  found  in  the  Cnitcd  Slates  .Maii-hal  for  Hi.- 
Eastern  District  of  Jlichijfan.  who  resides  in  Lan- 
sing. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  1843.  After  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  in  a  jirinting  otHce  in 
Cluelph,  Canada,  he  came  to  Detroit,  Jlich.,  in 
1860,  when  a  boy  of  eighteen  yeai-s  and  where  lie 
remained  a  short  time.  Like  most  printers  he  was 
seized  with  a  desire  to  s<>e  mure  of  (lie  world,  and 
made  jourueys  South  and  Kasl.  \voi'kiii;>  in  varioiis 
jtlaces,  returning,  however,   in  a   few   months  to 


Deti'oit.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  on  the 
Commercial  Adveftiner  which  situation  he  left  to 
to  take  "cases"  on  the  Advertiser  and  Tribune. 
He  soon  worked  up  to  the  position  of  foreman 
which  place  he  held  until  December  31,  1870,  ex- 
cepting a  short  period  when  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  fiii'eman  of  the  Tribune,  l>ook  room. 

In  .lanuary,  IH7I,  Mr.  Van  Buren  came  to  l^au- 
sing  and  took  a  position  as  foreman  for  W.  8. 
George  &  Co.,  who  were  then  State  printei'S.  He 
continued  as  foreman  and  superintendent  of  the 
mechanical  department  rintil  after  the  death  of 
Mr.  George  in  December,  1881.  In  January,  1882, 
he  was  appointed  business  manager  of  the  concem, 
and  lit  .laniiary,  1884,  he  Ivought  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  the  business  and  became  managing  part- 
ner. In  -lanuwy,  188fi,  the  whole  outfit  was  sold 
to  Thorp  &  Godfrey.  During  all  of  this  time  the 
tii'm  had  been  publishing  the  I^i^ing  Republican 
of  which  for  four  years  Mr.  Van  Buren  was-gen- 
oral  manager.  Mr.  '\'an  Kuitn  in  company  with 
IS.  .\[.  Buck  organized  tlie  Lansing  Furniture  Com- 
pany in  IK8(i  and  carried  it  on  for  a  few  months, 
after  which  thebit.siness  was  disposed  of. 

When  the  City  National  Bank  wa^  organized 
Mr.  \aM  Buren  was  one  of  its  incorporatoi-s  and  is 
now  one  of  its  largest  stockholders  and  a  diiwitor. 
He  has  confined  liimself  very  closely  to  business, 
with  the  e\ce|)tion  of  a  jouniey  which  he  took  in 
]«H1I.  when  he  made  a  tour  from  tlie  Atlantic  to 
the  I'aeilie  I'oflst.  It  was  upon  the  29th  of  Mareh, 
Ih;»0.  Hint  I'l'esidenl  Harrison  appointed  Mr.  Van 
Bnren  Cnited  Slates  .Mai'shal  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan  with  headquartei-s  at  Deti-oit. 
This  district  covers  about  one-half  of  the  Lower 
Peiiiiisuhi  and  involves  heavy  responsibilities. 
Other  otiicia!  duties  have  devolved  iqxin  him  in 
tlie  iwsl,  and  liave  Ix'en  thoroughly  discharged.  In 
1887-88  he  was  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  of 
the  oity  of  Lansing  and  he  was  also  the  Kupervisor 
for  one  year.  In  1879  the  citizens  of  Lansing 
made  him  their  Mayor  ;iiid  he  received  a  re-elec- 
tion in  1880;  he  has  also  held  various  county  of- 
fices. 

No  part  of  Ww  career  i.f  Mr.  Van  Bureu  is  more 
satisfacl^iry  to  his  friends  and  furnishes  greater 
occasion  for   thajikfulness    ou   his   own  Jiart  tiian 
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the  step  whicli  he  took  in  liriiig'ing  to  his  home, 
as  his  wife,  Miss  Julia  ii.  O'Callaghan.  This  inter- 
esting ovent  took  plaee  in  Detroit  in  1867,  and 
the  lady  who  is  possessed  of  umisiial  refinement, 
intelligence  and  culture,  was  bom,  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  the  beautiful  city  of  the  Straits.  She  is 
a  daugliter  of  the  late  lion,  Jeremiah  0'CaIla.gUan, 
a  fonner  wholesale  and  retail  grocer,  who  had  a 
dourishing  establisiimeut  on  Woodward  Avenue, 
and  who  was  a  memlier  of  the  legislature  in  1852. 
This  charming  and  talented  lady  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Detroit  previous  to  her  marriage.  She  i 
is  the  happy  mother  of  four  childi'en,  namely:  : 
William,  Gerald  K>,  George  H.,  and  Julia  (r. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  wlio  is  a  thorough  American  in  ; 
his  views  and  political  ideas,  is  strong  in  his  faith  i 
in  the  fnture  of  the  Republican  party  and  a  Leader  ■ 
in  its  ranlis,  being  frequently  a  delegate  in  county 
and  State  conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  Oapi-  ' 
tal  Lodge,  No.  66,  Capital  Chapter,  No.  9,  E.  A. 
M.,  and  of  I-ansiiig  Commandery  K.  T.,  No.  25,  I 
He  also  belongs  to  the  li^jyat  Arcatiiiin  and  Kniifhts  ' 
of  the  Grip. 


i-t-+^t 


^kM^  OSES  JONES.  The  (piiet,  unostentatious 
m  111  work  of  the  modest  citizens  and  sturdy, 
§  Is  industrious  workers  in  any  community,  is 
^  more  fully    prized    no    doubt   after    they 

have  gone  hence,  and  those  very  qualities 
which  made  them  esteemed  and  beloved  should  be 
kept  in  mind  and  presented  for  the  emulation  of 
the  young,  for  such  ehamcter  is  of  more  worth  than 
many  traits  which  sliine  with  greater  brilliancy, 

Moses  Jones  was  bom  March  22,  1831,  in  Steu- 
ben, Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Judith  (Hill)  Jones.  TTie  giandfather,  Grillitb 
Jones,  came  with  his  wife  from  Wales  and  became 
a  dairyman  in  New  York.  His  son,  John,  was  a 
eooptir  by  trade  and  coming  to  Michigan  in  1839, 
settled  on  forty  acres  of  fine  land  upon  section  25, 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County.  This  he 
had  purehased  prior  to  his  coming  from  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.     He  owned   about   three   hundred 


acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death  which  took 
place,  November  5,  1871.  lie  was  a  substantial 
citizen  and  a  public-spirited  man,  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  School  Inspector  devoting 
much  attention  to  school  matters.  He  also  acted 
as  Assessor  in  1840. 

Mr.  Jones  was  twice  married,  having  by  his  first 
marriage  one  child,  who  is  our  subject.  The  second 
wife  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Sarah  Boutell 
and  she  had  four  children  only  one,Kenzie,  living 
to  maturity.  Their  mother  died  in  September, 
1890,  She  was  well-known  as  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Moses  Jones 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm  and 
studied  in  the  disti-ict  schools.  He  early  chose 
farming  as  his  life  work  and  pursued  it  in  connec- 
tion with  his  father.  He  was  so  prosperous  as  to 
own  four  farms  comprising  six  hundred  acres  in 
ail  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  De- 
cember 16,  1889.  He  was  prospered  in  his  work 
and  devoted  himself  unceasingly  to  it  and  although 
always  active  in  work  for  the  liepublican  party  he 
ever  steadfastly  declined  to  receive  official  bonoi-s. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  July  22, 
1866  with  Mary  Jane  Alien  who  was  born  in  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  January  12,  1841.  .She  is  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Emeline  (Parker)  Allen,  the  former 
being  a  native  of  Waeliington  County,  and  the 
latter  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Allen  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  and  also  a  millwright.  In 
Noveml)er,  1839,  lie  removed  to  Georgia,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  and  the  lumberti-ade  and  died 
in  Augnst,  186u.  His  widow  still  survives  and 
mak<s  bu  home  m  Doolv  Count\,  Ga  Ihe  fam- 
ily was  lona  connected  n  itli  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal CliuLch  South  with  which  she  still  holds 
her  connettion  Ihiee  of  her  daughters  are  still 
living,  n<imel>  Min  J  I^meline  and  Lucy,  all 
married  \delia  and  Iient  ire  deceased  Mr. 
Allen  was  a  son  of  Setli  \llen  of  fcnglish  origin, 
whose  wife  Luci  King,  wan  a  d^iightei  of  Solomon 
King  t  piommtnt  faimei  of  Washington  County, 
N.  Y 

To  Ml  and  Mrs  Jones  was  born  one  child,  John 
K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  Mis  Jones 
now  owni  the  homestead  besidei  othei  piopertyof 
value  and  ciiiie^  on  tlie  business  with  ability  and 
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success.  She  has  ever  been  an  active  and  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli,  Her 
Inisband  was  a  liberal  giver  to  public  and  church 
purposes,  in  which  virtue  she  follows  in  liis  foot- 
f;teiJ8  as  she  is  truly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Christ- 
ianity. 

A  view  of  the  cozy  residence  and  rural  surround- 
ings on  the  homestead  of  Mi-s.  Jones  will  be  found 
on  another  i>age. 


EDWARD  BROWNINft.  A  mental  picture 
comes  to  the  writer  of  a  typical  modern 
■  farmer.  The  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  lan<], 
as  he  is  seated  on  his  mower,  ready  to  drive  off  for 
the  fields,  there  is  a  proud  consciousness  in  the 
l)oise  of  his  head  and  the  carriage  of  his  broad 
shoulders,  that  he  is  the  absolute  monaR-h  of  the 
rich  domain  under  liis  eye.  lie  is  as  quick  in  his 
movement  and  execntion  as  in  his  faculty  of  form- 
ing opinions  in  i-egard  to  his  work.  He  has  a  firm 
seat  upon  the  mower,  which  is  of  the  latest  and 
most  approved  design,  and  drawn  by  horses  that 
are  sleek,  muscular  and  well  fed.  He  is  a  pleasing 
picture  of  iTiral  prosperity. 

The  farm  of  which  Mr.  Browning  is  proprietor 
and  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another  page,  is 
located  on  section  24,  Oceola  Township,  Liviiigs- 
ton  County,  and  comprises  four  hundred  and 
eiglity  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  in  the 
county.  Besides  devoting  himself  to  general  fann- 
ing, he  pays  much  attention  to  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  Qne  sheep,  and  also  has  many  of  the 
finest  breed  of  cattle  and  hoi^ses.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Kinderhook  County,  N,  Y,,  August 
2it,  1821,  and  his  father,  Peter  Y.  Browning,  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  although  reared  in  New 
York  State.  His  marriage  took  place  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  his  bride  being  a  Miss  Sarah  Cramer, 
a  native  of  the  same  county  and  State  in  which 
her  marriage  took  pla«e.  She  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years. 

Petei-  Y.  Browning  settled  in   New    York  after 


his  marriage  and  aft«r  remaining  a  few  years  in 
that  State,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Monroe  County.  Thence  he  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Oceola  Township 
on  section  24,  where  he  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land 
from  the  Government  in  1836.  He  cut  the  logs 
from  the  forests  about  the  little  clearing,  and  built 
a  small  log  house,  which  his  wife  made  as  homelike 
and  atti-active  as  her  resourees  would  allow.  He 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  improving  the 
place,  cutting  down  forest  trees,  planting  "orchai'ds 
of  fruit  trees,  and  otherwise  improving  the  place 
until  his  death.  He  passed  away  at  a  good  old 
age,  and  it  must  have  been  a  satisfaction  to  him, 
to  see  the  result  of  his  labors  in  the  well  tilled 
land,  the  fields  of  waving  grain,  the  orchards  red- 
dening with  their  burden  of  fragrant  fruit,  and  the 
fine  stock  grazing  in  the  meadows.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parente  of  seven  children  and  of 
tl»ese  our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He  was  sixteen 
years  of  ago  when  his  parents  made  their  advent 
into  this  State,  and  had  all  a  t)oy's  eagerness  in  the 
readiness  to  exiwriencc  the  novelty  of  their  now 
position.  His  early  education  had  its  foundation 
in  his  native  place,  and  he  finished  in  a  log  school 
house.  The  wintei-s,  however,  were  all  the  time 
that  could  be  spared  from  the  laboi-s  of  the  farm  to 
acquire  anything  even  so  important  as  an  edu- 
cation. 

Mr  Biowning's  wife  was  in  his  maiden  daj's 
MiB»  Helen  Beebe,  a  native  of  New  York.  By  her 
lit  became  the  father  of  thi-ec  children,  all  sons. 
Two  of  these,  however,  died  in  infancy,  and  tlie 
on[>  BUI  Mving  child  is  John  A.,  who  resides  with 
Ins  fathei  and  is  in  ])artnei'ship  with  him  in  his 
agricultural  business.  Our  snbject  located  directly 
after  his  marriage,  in  a  little  log  house  which  he 
built  on  section  26,  and  there  he  lived  for  many 
years.  He  and  his  son  now  own  four  hundred 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  and  keep  from  two  to 
three  hundred  sheep  which  are  of  the  finest  breed. 
He  also  has  some  especially  fine  hoises,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  raising  of  blooded  cattle  and 
horses.  Mrs.  Browning  died  a  few  years  ago,  hav- 
ing for  many  years  been  a  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate  to  her  husband  in  his  efforts  to  ohtaiii  a 
firm  footing  in  the  agricultural  business. 
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In  his  political  preference,  Mr.  Erowntng-is  a 
Uepublican  and  lias  held  several  local  otHces  in  the 
gilt  of  tlie  township  in  which  be  i-esides.  For 
eight  jeai-s  he  held  the  office  of  Postmaster  in 
Oeeola  Center,  and  discharged  tlie  duties  of  the 
position  moat  satisfactorily. 


"^^^^1 


^JLLIAM  F.  IIYNK.  Thi«  pi-ominent  and 
successful  gentleman,  who  was  born  on  the 
old  Hyne  homestead  on  section  8,  of 
Brighton  Township,  Livingston  Connty,  .Tune  22, 
1847,  is  fl  son  of  Charles  T.  Hyne.  This  gentle- 
man of  wealth  felt  that  it  was  necessary  that  his 
son  should  grow  up  to  develoij  Ilia  own  powers 
without  mncli  aid  him,  and  he  therefore  started 
the  yonng  man  out  in  life  without  much  of  any 
means  or  financial  help.  The  son  now  thanks  his 
fatlier  for  this  haj'd  experience,  as,  tliroiigh  iHsing 
thrown  iii>on  his  own  I'csoiii'ces  he  lias  Iwcoiiic  a 
8u<.«e9sful  man  and  a  manager  of  ability. 

William  F.  Hyne  acquired  his  education  in  tbe 
schools  which  were  kept  in  the  log  sclioolhouses 
in  Brighton  Township,  to  which  he  went  during 
the  winter  months  until  he  reaehed  the  age  of  ten 
years,  after  which  as  he  was  the  eldest  of  the  family, 
he  devoted  himself  to  work  upon  liis  father's  fanii. 
He  assisted  in  clearing  away  the  forest  and  |)iitting 
improvements  on  the  farm  until  lie  reached  tlie 
age  of  twentj'-three  years,  when  he  and  bis  twcitlier, 
Frederick,  entered  i  nto  pa  rtii  ersb  i  p  n  ud  I  ii'ijfi  1 1 
farming  on  their  own  accouut. 

The  young  men  began  at  tlie  foot  of  tlic  liidih'i- 
and  worked  tlieir  way  up  l>y  untlaggiiig  pt'i>i^t- 
enc-e  and  true  "grit"  and  many  a  niglit  llicy 
worked  till  a  late  hour,  supplementing  the  labois 
of  the  day.  The  partnei'sliip  continued  for  eigli- 
teeii  yeare,  at  tbe  end  of  which  time  tlie.y  divided 
their  interests  amicably,  altliougb  no  previous 
settlement  had  been  made  during  the  eighteen  j 
years  that  the  brothei-s  liad  worked  together. 

He  of  whom  we  write  bas  been  twice  married, 
hip  first  union  in  J H70  bringing  to  liis  linnio  Jlii-s 
Mary  Dui-ffee,  a  native  of  this  county.    Two  chil-  | 


dren  blessed  their  home  and  their  life  together 
continued  for  ten  years,  when  the  wife  was  called 
to  her  heavenly  reward.  The  cliildren  ai-e  named 
Charles  fl.  and  Annie.  The  latter  is  still  pursuing 
lier  education  and  Charles  has  just  graduated  from 
the  Detroit  Commercial  College  and  is  a  young 
man  of  promise.  Mr.  Hyne  was  a  second  time 
married  in  1881  taking  to  wife  Jx»uis  Hicks,  of 
New  York,  wlio  has  one  child,  Beatrice. 

The  splendid  farm  of  live  hundred  and  tweuty 
.acres  whicli  is  in  Mr.  Hyne's  estate  lias  upon  it 
elegant  buildings  and  a  most  delightful  home.  He 
pays  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock 
and  has  fast  horses  of  the  Wilkes  breed  as  well  as 
Merino  sbeep,  Sliort-bom  cattle  and  <itlier  excel- 
lent varieties.  He  is  also  an  equal  partner  with 
his  two  brothers  in  tlic  ownei-ship  of  the  grist  mill 
at  Brighton,  His  political  views  have  brought 
him  into  sympathy  with  tlie  Democratic  party 
with  which  be  votes  and  for  whose  success  he  is 
earnestly  solicitous. 


-^#©- 


SliAl-^L  Sl'EAliN.  The  foundations  of  society 
are   laid    in     tlie    agricultural  districts,    and 

1  among  the  farming  material  which  builds  up 
all  soc^ial  and  financial  structures.  We  are  grati- 
fied tv  lie  able  to  present  in  this  Ai-iirJi  life  sketches 
of  many  of  the  representative  faiTners  of  Locke 
Township,  Ingham  County,  and  among  tliem  we 
name  with  ple.isure  Ihe  citizen  wiiose  name  we  here 
give.  He  is  11  nnlivc  of  lirie  County,  N.  V.,  and 
wa-s  horu  M.-iy  |0,  182H.  His  parents,  Kzm  and 
.\[eliit;il)lc  Spi'iiis.  were  natives  of  New  Ilampshiiv. 
Wli.'ii  ihc  boy  "iis  only  tlircc  years  old  his  fallici- 
was  takcri  from  Iiim  by  death,  and  he  was  early 
thrown  upon  his  own  resourees.  He  and  his 
mother-were  devotedly  attached  to  each  other  and 
until  her  death  which  occurred  in  her  eighty- 
tliird  year,  she  made  her  home  with  liim. 

Our  subject  attained  liis  majority  in  his  native 
State  and  liaving  received  tbe  rudiments  of  an 
I'dikiiticn,  lie  li:is  ever  cndcavoicd  \»  supplement 
tliose  scant  advantages  by  a  thorough  and  persist- 
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ent  eouiise  of  reading.  His  first  mari-iage  took 
place  in  1860  in  New  York,  and  liis  bride  *™s 
Itaolwil  Miller,  w!io  became  tbe  motlier  of  one  son, 
Ezra.     She  i>asfied  from  eartli  in  1847. 

Tiie  present  Mrs.  Spears  was  previous  to  her 
marriage  to  our  subject,  iu  1865,  Mre.  Sarah 
Stoughton,  widow  of  L.  B.  Stonghton,  of  Inijlwm 
County,  a  pioneer  in  tliis  section.  The  two  ihil 
dren  of  this  marriage  are  Rachel  M.  and  Rhod^  h 
Mrs.  Spears  is  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  tnd  whs 
bo-n  April  14,  1830.  She  is  the  daugbtei  of  Piul 
and  Sarah  Olay,  both  of  Eastern  hiith,  and  hei 
father  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812  She  was 
j'cai-ed  in  Canada  until  she  reached  hei  ie^  enteenth 
year,  and  then  came  with  her  brothei  to  Ingham 
County.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  six 
cliildren,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namelj-.- 
Ksther  M..  Mrs.  Bristo;  Sarah  S.,  Mrs.  Clark 
.and  Lillian  L.,  Mrs.  Barager.  Mr.  and  Mre. 
Speai-s  are  active  members  of  society  and  use- 
ful in  every  department  of  life.  Eighty-five 
ricres  constitute  the  whole  farm  which  has  i 
lieen  gained  through  the  united  efforts  of  this  ■ 
worthy  con  pie.  He  is  independent  in  {wlitics  and 
casts  his  ballot  aocordiug  to  his  best  judgment  and 
his  honest  convictions. 


^^  AMUEL  N.  HUFF.  Among  tiic  many  en- 
^^^^  terprising  farmere  that  distinguish  Men-  j 
1IL/_JB  dian  Township  as  one  of  the  most  progress- 
ive in  the  Ingham  County  sisterhood,  there 
is  no  sturdier  son  of  toil  than  he  whose  name  is 
at  tlie  head  of  this  sketch.  His  father,  Thomas  C.  : 
Huff,  was  born  in  Napanee,  Canada,  in  1826,  and 
died  there  in  his  sixty-third  year.  He  was  a  black- 
smith by  occupation  bnt  engaged  also  in  farming. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
tine  tract  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Lena- 
wee County,  l.ying  on  Lake  Ontario  in  town- 
ship 4. 

Samuel  Huff,  the  paternal  grandsire  of   him  of 
whom  we  write,  v/as  also  a  prosperous  fanner  and  ) 


a  native  of  New  York,  but  who  went  to  Canada 
at  an  early  day.  Tiie  maiden  name  of  our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  Isabelle  Sills.  She  was  a  native 
of  Canada,  where  slie  still  i-esides.  The  natal  day 
of  our  subject  was  August  30,  1859,  and  he  was 
born  in  Napanee,  Canada.  The  first  eighteen 
vears  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Canada,  wliere  he 
helped  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  black- 
smitli  ihop,  but  desiring  to  work  in  a  country  that 
ofteied  greater  advantages  to  a  jwor  man,  and 
l)eing  of  a  self-reliant  nature,  he  came  to  Michigaji 
and  settled  at  Grass  Lake  as  a  blacksmith.  He 
made  it  a  plan  to  work  in  the  best  shops  in  Mason, 
Lansing,  Saginaw  and  in  other  places  that  he  might 
become  acquainted  with  the  different  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  various  mechanics.  In  this  way  he 
obtained  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  different 
branches  of  his  trade  and  was  enabled  to  do  work 
that  was  beyond  the  ability  of  tlic  average  black- 
In  due  course  of  time  our  subject  located  in 
Okemos,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  mak- 
ing the  most  of  his  opportunities.  In  1879  he  was 
in  a  position  to  purchase  a  fine  faj-m  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  and  a  half  acres  of  land  on  sections 
15  and  16,  now  occupied  by  him.  He  has  been  in- 
terested in  mixed  husbandry  since  that  time  and 
liis  efforts  have  been  successful  to  a  gratifying  de- 
gree. In  1876  Mr.  Huff  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Irfivina  Strayer.  From  this  union  one  child 
was  born,  Mary  Jane  Huff.  'ITie  little  one  was, 
liowever,  soon  left  motherless.  Our  subject  was 
again  happily  married,  liis  bride  being  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Button,  their  marriage  being  solemnized  in 
1879.  Mi-s.  Huff  was  born  October  23,  1849,  near 
Lockport,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Danforth  and  Margaret  (Grum)  But- 
ton, now  of  Alaiedon  Township,  where  the  former 
is  a  prominent  farmer.  Mrs.  Huff's  maternal 
grandparents  came  from  Scotland  and  located  in 
Mason,  where  they  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade 
until  the  time  of  their  deatli.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  the  present  Mi^s.  Huff  has  been  blest 
by  the  advent  of  two  children — Maggie  B.,  born 
August  23,  1883  and  Bessie,  born  August  30,  1889. 
The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  in  politics 
a  strong  Democrat.     In  1890  he  was  elected  High- 
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way    Commissioner   of    the    towusliip.     Mri    Huff 

meritj  the  esteem  of  all  who  kuow  liitn  aud  lieliaR  1 
demonstrated  a  tliriftiness  that  many  less  prosiK^i-  ! 
ous  farmei's  might  well  imitate. 


m>-^^<:^ 


SIMON  W.  DICKEI«(^N.  The  farmers  and  , 
fruit-raisers  of  Marion  Townsliip,  Living-  [ 
ston  County,  have  among  their  number  , 
many  whose  intelligence,  activity  and  enter- 
prise are  a  credit  alilte  to  themselves  and  the  i 
county  in  which  they  make  their  home.  These  i 
help  to  give  to  Livingston  County  a  standing  for  j 
intelligence,  productiveness  and  business  ability  ; 
which  enriches  every  farmer    within  its    bounds. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  who  resides  on  section  11 ,  Mai-- 
ion  Township,  was  bom   in   New  York  in  1836, 
His  father,  David  Dickeison,  a   New  I'ork  farmer,  i 
was  born  in  Vermont  in   1806  and  there  received  1 
a  common -school  education.     He  was  married  in 
1830  to  Lucy,  daughter  of   Waitstill   Smith,  who  i 
had  five  children  of  whom  Lucy  was  fourth  in  or-   ' 
der  of  birth,  being  born  in  1812. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  tti  Michigan  and 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Marion 
Township,  in  1836.     He  soon    began    to  burn  lime 
from  marl,  producing  as  much    as  tliirty-two  hun- 
dred bushels  in    one   year   at    which  time  his  son, 
Simon,  was  the  manager  of  this  business.    The  pa- 
rents had  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  tlie 
third,  and  they  gave  to  them  the  best  educational 
advantages  which  they  could   secure   and  brought  , 
them  up  in  the  faith  and  practices  of  the  Christian    : 
religion  as  both    parents    were    earnest  and  active   j 
membei-s  in  the  Methodist  E[)iscopaI  Church,  where  . 
David  Dickerson  was  Stewai'd  for  many  yeara.    He   ■ 
was  a  worker  for  the    Republican    {tarty  but  never   ■ 
held  any  ottices.     His  first  home  in  the  West  was  a 
log  house  and  he  afterward  built  one  of  stone.  This 
early  settler  died  in  1884. 

At  twenty-one  years  of  age  Simon  W.  Dickerson 
began  to  work  the  old  farm  on  siiares  and  tbi'ee 
years  laU-r,  in  IttnSf.  he  felt  Ui.it  lie  wb)<  thoroughly 
vnuugh  established  in  life  to  take  K)  himself  a  wife.   ■ 


His  bride,  Amanda  Kingsley,  was  bom  in  New 
York  in  1834  and  she  is  now  the  proud  and  happy 
mother  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
on  eai-th.  Alma  and  Freddie'  were  early  called 
away  from  this  life;  Lewis  J.  is  married,  having 
chosen  as  his  bride  Fannie  Laire,  and  he  has  two 
children.  'I'he  four  children  who  arc  still  beneath 
the  parental  roof  are  Edwin  K.,  Lucy,  Ida  and 
Lillian. 

In  1860  oiu'  subject  purchased  ninety-five  acres 
of  land  to  which  he  has  added  until  he  now  has 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  and  one-half  aci-es. 
His  eldest  son,  Lewis,  has  purchased  of  his  father 
some  seventy  acres  on  section  10.  which  were  once 
a  part  of  the  home  farm.  In  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  Mr.  Dickerson  acts  as  (Steward  and 
Trustee  and  botli  he  and  his  wife  are  active  mem- 
bers therein.  He  is  identified  with  the  Farmei-s'  Al- 
liance but  ordinarily  votet  the  Republican  ticket,  al- 
though he  is  not  a  man  who  IS  closely  bound  by 
party  ties  Ihe  piinciples  of  the  Republican  party 
are  deaih  piized  b\  him,  but  he  is  gi-owing  to  feel 
moie  and  more  that  all  Lsoue^  must  be  subsidiary 
to  that  of  throwing  the  saloon  power  from  the 
throne  which  it  has  erected  in  tha  political 
arena. 


C^^SHOMAS  AND  JOHN  McGlVENY.  These 
If^^  brothers  who  are  so  well  known  through- 
^l^^0  out  Oceola  Township,  Livingston  County 
as  being  together  engaged  in  a  general  farming 
business  on  section  5,  are  both  natives  of  Oceola 
Township,  where  Thomas  was  born  April  27,  1843, 
and  John  June  10,  1844.  Their  father,  John  Mc- 
Uiveny,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  iKirn  in  1786  and 
was  a  weaver  by  tiadc  who  came  to  New  York  in 
1810.  There  he  settled  on  an  unimproved  farm 
(if  one  hundi'ed  and  twenty  acres,  which  after  im- 
proving he  sold,  and  made  his  home  for  some  time 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  family  finally  came  North  and  settling  in 
Oceola  Township,  Livingston  County,  look  up 
one  hundred  aud  sixty  acres  of  Ooverumenl  land 
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,m  sccU.iii  ').  and  tlieve  Iniilt  n  log  licmse  IGsSO 
feet  ill  diiiieuftions  aud  began  clearing  awa^'  the 
frees  and  cultivating  the  soil.  Margaret  Conklin, 
had  become  the  wife  of  John  McGiveiiy.  Sr.,  in 
Ireland  and  slie  is  now  living  having  reached  a 
good  old  age,  but  the  father  passed  away  after 
attaining  to  eighty-five  years.  He  was  a  Democi-at 
in  his  political  affiliations  and  was  earnest  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 

I'^ive  daughters  and  five  sons,  were  granted  to 
tliis  wortiiy  couple,  the  two  eldest  being  Tboiiias 
and  John  of  whom  we  now  write,  while  .Tainos 
wa.s  born  in  1846;  Bridget  who  is  now  de- 
ceased; Margaret  was  bom  in  1848  and  died  in 
1«90,  and  Mary  who  was  born  in  1850,  married 
William  Kobb  in  1871  and  is  the  mother  of  nine 
children.  Next  came  Kate  who  was  born  in  I8r)2 
and  is  now  in  Detroit  and  Martha  who  was  born 
in  1854  and  married  William  Kallahan  and  liaH 
four  children.  Edward  was  born  in  1850  and 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years  and  the  youngest 
cliild  was  Martin,  who  was  born  in  1851  and  died 
ill  1853,  TTie  parents  of  our  subject  are  blessed  in 
firand-children,  having  nine  who  are  the  children 
of  their  daughter,  Mary,  Mi-s,  Robb,  their  names 
iwing  Anna,  John  H.,  William,  Ella,  Isabel,  Mary, 
Thomas,  Aggie  and  Rose,  and  four  who  are  the 
children  of  their  daughter  Martha,  Mrs.  Ifallahan, 
whose  names  are:  Mary,  Margaret,  Veronica  and 
M()nica. 

Tlie  paternal  grandparents  of  the  men  of  whom 
we  write  were  Irish  by  birtlj  and  their  names  were 
■lohn  and  Mary  (Sheridan)  McGiveny,  Mary  being 
.a  cousin  of  Gen.  Philip  Sheridan;  they  were  tlic 
parents  of  two  sons.  The  maternal  grandfather 
was  John  Conklin,  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  The 
father  of  our  subjects  cast  his  first  vote  in  America 
for  Andrew  Jackson.  Thomas,  tlie  eldest  s<m  lias 
never  married  bnt  .John  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  Kallahan  and  is  by  her  the  fathci  of 
two  daughters  and  two  sons,  namely:  Mary  J., 
who  was  born  October  13,  1879,  John,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1884,  Margaret,  June  21,  1886.  and 
Thomas,  December  15,  1888. 

.Fohn  McGiveny,  the  eldest  of  our  two  subjects, 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  our  nation  March  22, 
1865,  entering  Company    B.,    Fifteenth  Michigan 


Infantry  and  l>eing  in  the  service  for  six  months. 
He  spent  most  of  the  time  at  Wasliington  and 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was  confined  six  weeks  in  a 
hospital  in  the  latter  city  and  two  weeks  in  a  hos- 
pital at  Detroit, 

Tlie  brothers  have  on  their  place  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  head  of  sheep  and  sell  on  an  aver- 
age every  year  from  $500  to  Jt700  worth  of  wool. 
They  also  have  fifteen  head  of  horses.  Thomas 
has  held  the  otfice  of  County  Commissioner,  Post- 
master and .  School  Moderator.  They  are  both 
Democrats  in  their  political  views  and  take  an  in- 
telligent interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  country 
of  tlieir  adoption. 


<*,  )V;IL1.[AM  II.  VAN  DERCOOK.  The  hon- 
%/iJ/l  '^''^'^'^  lineage  of  our  subject  i^  a  matter 
'}p^  of  just  pride  in  the  family,  as  his  gi-and- 
father  was  the  William  H,  VanDereook  who  came 
from  Holland  with  liis  father,  William,  in  the 
Colonial  days,  when  the  father  bwame  notable  as 
a  pai-tJcipant  in  the  Revolutionary  conflict.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Isaac  and  Abigail 
(Haze)  VmiDei-cook,  and  their  son,  our  subject. 
was  horn  in  Green  Oak,  Oakland  County,  Mich.. 
October  27,  1836,  and  in  time  he  hecaiue  a  farmer 
of  Cohoctah  Township.  Livingston  County. 

Tlie  gi-andfather  of  our  subject  was  a  fanner  in 
Monrae  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  large  family,  John, 
Young,  William,  Isaac,  Michael.  Alfred,  Lester. 
Susan,  Catherine,  Iluldah  jind  Phoebe,  all  giew  t« 
years  of  maturity.  The  father  of  this  numerou.- 
household  came  from  New  York  to  Michigan  in 
the  early  pioneer  times,  settling  in  Sumter,  Wayne 
County,  .about  the  year  1825,  where  he  has  died 
-since  the  days  of  the  Civil  War,  and  his  wife  .sur- 
vived him  for  several  yeai'S. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  wlio  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  camfi  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  and  removed  to  Oakland  County  about 
1832,  but  on  the  10th  of  April,  1838,  he  lo 
cated  in  Livingston  County,  making  his  home 
upon  two  hundi-ed  acres  of  land    on    sections   35 
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and  36,  in  Cohoctali  Township.  Here  he  has 
become  a  well-known  and  important  citizen,  and 
besides  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  Jias 
tilled  numerous  local  offices.  His  wife  died  March 
24,  1886,  having  been  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
di'en,  seven  of  whom  he  saw  grow  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, namely:  Cornelia,  Sarah,  Esther,  William, 
I.j'man,  Lorenzo  and  Alfred. 

He  of  whom  we  write  carried  out  tlie  patriotic 
i-ecord  of  his  family  by  enlisting  in  Company  K, 
Twenty-flrst  Michigan  Regiment,  and  his  brother 
Lyman  enlisted  in  the  same  regiment  as  wagon- 
master,  while  Loi-enzo  was  a  private  in  the  same 
company.  The  father  of  these  sons  took  part  in 
the  war  wliich  was  waged  many  years  ago  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  he  was  identified  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  The  original  of  this 
sketch  had  his  early  ti'aining  upon  the  farm,  and 
received  the  ordinary  education  which  could  be 
obtained  in  Michigan  during  his  bojhood  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  he  began  life  foi  liimself 
by  lumbering  in  the  pine  woods,  and  two  yeirs 
later  he  was  married  and  settled  down  t(  cultivate 
a  farm  of  sixty-seven  acres  on  section  1  Howell 
Township.  Here  he  resided  for  Ave  ^eai-s  and 
then  removed  to  Oak  Grove,  where  he  entend  the 
mercantile  business.  In  March,  1875,  he  bought 
one  hundred  acres  on  aeclion  14,  ColioLtah  Town 
ship,  where  he  lias  since  resided,  and  upon  which 
he  has  buiit  a  handsome  home. 

When  this  young  roan  left  lus  home  to  engage 
in  work  for  himself,  his  father  gave  liim  inH 
^1,  and  this  is  the  capital,  as  far  as  mone> 
goes,  upon  which  he  has  liased  his  succe^^s  in  life 
Itather  let  us  say  his  capital  was  hi--  stuidj 
strength,  his  resolution,  his  willingness  to  work 
and  his  undaunted  perseverance.  He  at  tne  time 
owned  two  farms  in  the  township  of  Howell  one 
of  sixty-seven  acres  and  the  other  of  one  hundied 
and  five  acres,  and  these  he  sold  before  buying 
the  property  where  he  now  resides.  He  also  owns 
eighty  acres  in  JJeerfleld  Township.  He  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years. 
His  military  service  began  September  6,  1864,  and 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Blair 
June  5,  1865,  niter  which  he  returned  to  his  fann. 

The  matrimonial  alliance  into  which  our  subject 
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entered  June  2,  1861,  brought  to  his  home  a  faith- 
ful helpmate  in  the  person  of  Frances  A.  Martin, 
wiio  was  bom  in  the  township  of  Milford,  Oakland 
County,  November  11,  1843.  Her  parents,  Will- 
iam H.  and  Nancy  (Cooper)  Mai-tin,  were  natives 
of  England  and  New  I'ork,  whence  they  came  to 
Blichigan.  The  two  children  of  our  subject  arc 
Nellie,  the  wife  of  Noah  F.  Richardson,  and  Clara, 
who  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  The  Order  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  is  that  with  which 
Mr.  VanDei-cook  has  allied  himself,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  receive  expressions  of  the  higliest 
esteem  in  the  social  circles  of  the  township. 


,1/  _  ON  DANIEL  L.  CROSSMAN,  the  well- 
|l|)|)  known  and  influential  banker  of  the  firm 
i^  of  Crossman  &  Williams,  of  Williamston, 
(^)  was  bora,  November  4,  1836,  in  Cayuga 
County  N.  Y.,  and  in  1844  his  father.  Deacon 
Samuel  Crossman  removed  to  Dansville,  Mich., 
tlien  known  as  Ingham  Center,  and  there  estali- 
liMied  ft  village  store.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  our 
sul  jett  attended  a  school  at  Spring  Arbor,  which 
was  then  known  as  the  Michigan  Central  College. 
Aitei  two  years  of  study  at  tliat  institution  he  be- 
g  in  teaching  but  before  long  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  his  father  at  Dansville,  and  continued 
theiem  for  three  yeai-s.  He  then  bought  out  his 
fathei  "^  interest  and  having  platted  the  town  and 
named  it  Dansville  he  continued  in  the  mercantile 
lusiness  until  1871.  He  had  early  shown  great 
facility  in  the  management  of  business  and  at  the 
age  f  f  si-^teen  he  was  trusted  by  his  father  to  go 
to  New  \ork  and  buy  the  goods  necessaiy  for  the 
busme-* 

\ft«r  leaving  Dansville,  Mr,  Crossman  came  to 
Williamston  and  in  partnership  with  George  <t. 
Whipple  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  grain  «h'd 
carried  on  a  general  warehouse  business  until  1875, 
when  he  built  a  large  flouring  mill,  which  he  oper- 
ated until  it  burned  in  1888.  In  1874  he  had 
opened  a  small  exchange  offlce  in  connection  witJi 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


673 


his  grain  business,  and  thus  gradually  built  up  the 
banking  interest  which  now  so  largely  absorbs  liis 
attention.  lie  is  also  a  somewhat  extensive  landed 
proprietor  in  Ingham  County. 

The  lady  who  in  1859  became  the  bride  of  Mr. 
Crossman,  was  Miss  N.M.  Woodhoiise,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Woodhouse,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Livingston  County, 
Mich,  to  which  be  came  in  1839,  Two  children 
blessed  this  union,  a  son  who  passed  from  earth  at 
the  ago  of  four  years  and  lone  W.,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  F.  W.  Slininway,  of  the  same  village. 

The  fatiier  of  our  subject, Samuel  Crossman,  was 
born,  August  3,  1706,  in  Hillsdale,  Columbia 
(Jounty,  N.  Y.  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest 
New  England  families.  In  boyhood  he  showed  a 
fondness  for  military  tactics  and  also  for  mechani- 
cal occupations,  and  quite  eariy  he  was  both  build- 
ing committee  and  conti-actor  in  building  the 
Paptist  Church  in  Sennett,  N.  Y.  His  first  mar- 
riage was  with  Fhileua  Sheldon  in  1819,  and  of 
their  six  children  two  died  in  early  life  and  the 
others  were  John  S.,  Philena  (Mrs.  Hill),  Louisa 
(Mrs.  Strong)  and  Our  subject.  The  niotliei'  of 
these  children  died  in  184.'»  when  tl\c  suiijcct  of 
this  sketch  was  only  eight  yeai-s  old. 

The  second  marriage  was  witli  Mary  A.  Slioldon 
who  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  still  survives  in  feeble 
health.  f)ne  of  her  children  died  in  infancy  and 
the  other,  Charles  S,  is  in  business  in  New  York 
City.  After  giving  essential  and  efficient  aid  in 
the  settlement  of  Dansville,  the  father  bought  land 
overlooking  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  l)uilt  for 
liimself  a  home,  where  he  spent  the  rema.nder  of 
his  days,  dying  May  27,  1890  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years.  He  was  ever  a  warm-hearted,  wise  and 
trusted  leader  in  all  good  works  and  was  a  memlier 
of  tlie  Baptist  Church  for  nearly  three-score  years. 

The  father  of  Samuel  Crossman  was  Lemuel 
Crossman,  a  native  of  Connecticut  whose  mariiage  . 
with  a  Miss  Andresa  brought  him  five  sons  and 
two  daughters.  He  was  a  fai-mer,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  to  Hillsdale,  N.  Y.  and  after  a  few 
ye«i-s  made  his  home  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  resided  until  death  ended  his  days. 

The  Hon.  D.  L.  Crossman  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  cast  his  fli-st  l»residential  vote 


for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  since  he  reached  his  majority 
and  is  now  a  Knight  Templar  and  has  been  High 
Priest  of  the  Williamston  Chapter  for  four  yeare. 
He  has  been  a  Notary  Public  from  the  time  he  was 
twenty-one  until  the  preseut  date,  and  has  filled 
the  offices  of  Township  Clerk  of  Ingham  County 
and  Supervisor  in  both  Ingham  and  Williamston 
Townships,  Both  in  this  village  and  in  Dansville 
he  was  for  a  numlier  of  terms  a  memlier  of  the 
village  Council  and  in  both  places  was  continu- 
ously for  yeai-s  School  Director.  He  served  for 
five  yeare  under  Pi'esident  Lincoln  as  Postmaster 
at  Dansville  and  in  1865  became  Assistant  Clerk  in 
the  House  of  Representatives, 

In  1867  Mr.  Crossman  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representfltives  of  tlio  State  of 
Michigan,  representing  the  second  District  of  Ing- 
ham County  and  continued  in  this  office  for  two 
terms,  four  yeai's.  Beginning  in  1873  he  was  for 
eighteen  years  cJiief  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repres- 
entatives, and  at  his  three  last  elections  he  received 
the  unauimous  vote  of  every  member  of  that  body 
both  Democrat  and  Republican.  For  six  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  State 
Itefoi-m  School  and  for  the  last  two  years  of  tlrnt 
term  its  Ti-easurer,  In  1876  he  was  substituted  for 
one  of  the  presidential  electors  for  Rutherford  B, 
Hayes  and  was  subsquently  summoned  to  Wash- 
ington to  give  testimony  befoi-e  the  Electoral 
Commission.  He  has  now  retired  from  public 
olHce  on  account  of  his  health,  Mr,  Crossman 
helijed  to  organize  the  Michigan  Miller's  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  for  six  yeai-s  was  its 
President  and  Adjuster,  until  he  was  no  longer 
alile  to  travel  aboiit  upon  its  business, 

^ll^KRNON  C.  SMITM.  Altliough  business 
\J/  niay  not  he  as  lively  at  a  small  -'corner 
^  grocery  stoi-e  "  in  a  Michigan  town  as  upon 
New  York's  famous  market  street,,  known  as  Ful- 
ton Street,  or  Chicago's  commission  house  place, 
South  Water  Street,  one  finds  in  such  a  place  as 
great   and    interesting    an    amount    of   undiluted 
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hunaan  nature  as  in  metropolitan  thoroughfares. 
Nor  are  laen  who  till  the  soil  necessarily  without 
ideas  relating  to  public  matters  an<l  doubtless 
Blaine  or  even  the  High  Priest  of  English  free 
trade — Gladstone  himself — could  profit  by  the 
ideas  and  opinions  advanced  by  their  followers 
while  seated  upon  the  top  of  a  herring  barrel  and 
whittling  a  stick.  Our  subject  enjoys  many  a 
good  story  and  many  a  fresh  bit  of  human  nature, 
as  displayed  by  the  frequenters  of  his  place  of 
business,  which  is  located  at  Fleming's  Corners, 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Smith 
also  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  Postmaster 
of  this  place. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  dis- 
trict, having  been  bom  on  section  28,  December  6, 
1838-  He  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Jane  W. 
(Campbell)  Smith,  natives  of  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  Vermont  respectively,  Tlie  father  was  a 
farmer  and  a  mechanic  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1834,  while  it  was  stilla  territory.  After  making 
a  prospecting  tour  which  proved  very  satisfactory 
to  him,  he  returned  to  New  York,  but  came  back 
to  Michigan  in  1836  and  located  on  section  28,  of 
this  township,  taking  up  a  ti-act  of  Government 
land  comprising  eighty  acres,  and  later  added  an- 
other forty  to  liis  original  purchase.  Thei'eon  he 
lived  ten  years,  engaged  in  making  his  farm  pi'o- 
duetive  and  attractive. 

Our  subject's  father,  while  an  early  settler,  was 
honored  by  election  to  several  of  the  important 
offices  in  the  township.  He  was  the  first  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  town  and  held  that  office  twenty- 
one  yeara.  He  was  also  the  first  Postmaster  out- 
side of  tlie  village  of  Howell,  and  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  1864.  He  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  township  and  when  his 
decease  occurred,  January  10,  1871,  his  loss  was 
felt  to  be  an  irreparable  one  by  friends  and  asso- 
ciates, as  well  as  in  his  immediate  family.  As  a 
pioneer  he  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  country 
and  saw  it  change  from  a  wilderness  to  one  of  the 
most  fertile  agricultural  regions  in  the  Union.  In 
an  early  day  he  shot  a  gray  eagle  of  immense 
size.  It  measured  nine  feet  from  tip  to  tip  of  its 
outspread  wings.  The  first  court  held  in  this 
township  was  presided  over  by  John  Smith.     Po- 


litically he  was  a  Democi-at,  his  early  training 
being  in  that  direction.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  hie  wife  were  the 
pai'ents  of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the 
eldest.  He  was  followed  by  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
George  H.  Shipman.  Then  came  Frank  P.,  at  the 
present  time  residing  in  Lansing,  the  youngest  of 
the  family  being  Ella  B.,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Eicher, 
The  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  youngest  daughter.  She  is  seventy-four 
years  of  age, 

Tlie  orignal  of  this  sketch  was  reai-ed  a  farmer, 
receiving  his  education  at  Fleming's  Cornei-s  and 
tlie  village  of  Howell.  He  lived  at  home  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  at  which  time  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  remained  with  the  regiment  one  year  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Murfrcesboi-O,  two  balls 
lodging  in  his  right  shoulder.  ITiese  he  still 
carries  as  souvenirs  of  that  bitter  experience 
through  which  he  passed  in  company  with  other 
hei-oes  of  the  nation.  Incapacitated  from  active 
service  he^  was  discharged  at  Cam]>  Chase,  Ohio, 
in  1862,  but  recovering  he  re-enlisted  in  the  fall 
in  Company  C',  Fourth  Michigan  Calvary,  which 
is  distinguished  by  its  capture  of  the  President  of 
the  Confederacy  and  the  General-in-Chief  of  South- 
em  forc-es — Jeffereou  Davis.  Our  subject  was 
Sergeant  of  his  regiment  and  served  faithfully 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  during  the  latter  part 
ot  which  he  was  on  dctatehed  duty.  He  served 
in  many  battles  until  that  of  Lovejoy  Station, 
when,  his  horee  being  shot  under  him  it  rolled 
with  its  whole  weight  upon  him  and  so  disabled 
was  our  subject  that  he  was  again  incapacitated  for 
duty.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Murfreesboro  on 
the  13th  of  July,  1861.  He  was  kept  in  dur- 
i-ance,  however,  only  seven  days,  being  exchanged 
at  the  end  of  that  time.  On  another  occasion 
while  engaged  in  a  skirmish  he  was  taken  prisoner 
twice  in  one  day,  was  once  recaptured  and  once 
escaped.  He  escaiied  many  of  the  hardships  of 
the  soldiei-s  as  regards  disease,  having  only  measles, 
typhoid  fever  and  chills  and  fever.  He  was  in 
the  hospital  three  times  while  sick  and  hurt. 

After  Mr.  Smith's  return  from  the  war  he  re- 
sumed farming,  but  later  went  to  Lansing  and  was 
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there  engaged  in  a  shop  as  niflnufacturer  of  sasli 
and  blinda  forseventeenycare.  On  giving  up  this 
position  he  entered  the  business  of  agriculture 
again  and  was  thus  engaged  for  three  years.  He 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  giving  liis  atten- 
tion to  general  fanning.  Tliinking  to  better  his 
condition  he  sold  the  fai-m  and  tame  to  tlie  place 
whei-e  he  is  now  located  in  1890.  He  first  rented 
his  t>lace  and  purchased  it  in  1890,  He  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  the  store  and  Postmaster  since 
-Inly,  1890. 

Our  subject  has  held  tlie  office  of  Constable  of 
this  townshipat three  differenttimes  and  Aprd last 
warf  again  elected.  Mr.  Smith  was  maiTied  in  Api  il, 
1 884,  his  bride  being  Miss  Jennettc  Wells,  of  How 
eil;  she  is  a  daughter  of  Jeliial  and  Eliz^beth 
(Steward)  Wells,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1849,  soon  after  settling  in  Howell 
Township.  Two  blight  eliildren  are  the  fruit  of 
tills  union— Katie  B.  and  Matie  B.  Politicalh  he 
of  whom  we  write  follows  in  the  footstejjs  of  hii 
father,  being  an  ardent  and  uncompromising  Dem 
i;)erat.  lie  belongs  to  the  Orand  Army  of  the 
licpublic  ami  isi  one  of  the  prominent  men  ot  the 
township. 


1  ISS  L.  ANNA  IlAI.LARl).  M.  D.  In  the 
1V\  cipital  city  of  Micliigan  tliere  is  no  more 
l^fc  jK)pnlar  or  well-known  physician  than  the 
ladj  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  and 
"liose  portiait  is  pi-esented  on  the  opposite  page. 
She  is  a  woman  of  intellectual  superiority,  of 
[iluaaing  presence  and  manners,  yet  of  sti-iking  in- 
ilividuality.  In  the  twelve  years  which  she  has 
devoted  to  lier  pi-ofej«ion  in  this  city  she  has 
earned  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  community 
and  State  and  among  the  profession,  as  well  af  a 
profitable  and  extensive  practice  which  calls  her  to 
all  parts  of  the  State  for  counsel  among  women. 
Her  success  in  business  lias  been  such  that  at  the 
death  of  her  father  the  family  made  lier  their 
choice  to  administer  the  aflairs  of  the  estate. 

Di\  Ballard's    paternal  grandfather   was    Fred- 


eric Ballard,  who  was  boni  in  New  Hampshire  and 
died  in  Sparta.  Ohio,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  eldest  son,  Appleton  Ballard,  was 
bom  in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  July  1,  1809.  When  he 
was  a  boy  the  family  removed  to  Vermont,  Here 
he  met  Epiphene  EUenwood,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1830.  In  1836  the  family  removed  to 
Sparta,  Ohio,  In  1 848  they  came  to  Lansing,  Ing- 
ham County,  before  the  day  of  railroads  in  this 
State,  spending  two  weeks  on  the  road.  Four  sons 
enlisted  when  the  war  broke  out,  one  being  but 
seventeen  years  old.  One  found  a  grave  in  Vir- 
ginia the  others  returned  all  with  battle  marks. 

Ml  Ballaid  spent  the  eail\  ^e^rs  of  his  man- 
hood as  a  shoemaker  later  is  a  meiihant,  and  the 
last  veal's  as  a  legetable  gaidenei  [lading  unusual 
attention  to  the  propagation  of  thoice  new  varie- 
tieo  of  vegetables  He  was  the  owner  of  forty 
acies  of  land  in  the  northeastern  pait  of  the  city. 
Before  he  died  he  had  platted  thi«  into  city  lots, 
ind  the  farm  is  now  known  as  Ballaid  s  Addition 
to  the  city  of  I-ansing  In  his  politicil  preferences 
lit  was  a  Republican  and  a  strong  advocate  of  tem- 
peianee,  even  radical  on  that  subject.  He  became 
a  Christian  at  twenty  yeai-s  of  age  and  during  the 
gi-eater  {>art  of  his  life  was  connected  with  the 
Jlethodist  Episcopal  Chureh,  in  which  body  he  was 
for  many  years  a  Class-Leader.  His  whole  life  was 
marked  by  his  Christian  faith  and  zeal.  His  hon- 
esty and  integrity  were  unimpeachable.  A  man  of 
large  sjinpathies  and  generous  impulses,  he  was 
charitable,  both  in  his  opinion  of  others  and  his 
conduct  toward  them.  His  last  words  were,  ■■  1  am 
near  the  end,  my  soul  is  ready."  He  died  Oeto- 
l)er  26.  1885. 

Epiphene  EUenwood  was  born  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  September  9.  1809.  She  was  the  only 
daughter  of  David  EUenwood,  who  was  Captain 
and  owner  of  a  merchant  sailing  craft  between  the 
West  Indies  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  whose  death 
occun-ed  on  the  sea.  Some  yeare  after  the  death 
of  the  father  the  EUenwood  family  removed  to 
Vei-mont  where  the  daughter  manied  Appleton 
Ballard.  Mrs.  Ballard  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren and  cared  for  three  motherless  grandchildi-en 
during  their  early  yeai'S,  .She  was  a  wise,  tender, 
patient,  faithful  wife  and  mother.  She  died  March 
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31,  1888,  at  the  residence  ot  Dr.  Kallai-d  with  whom 
she  had  made  her  home  after  her  hiu^band's  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballard  celebrated  their  golden  wed- 
ding on  Thanksgiving  Day,  November  26, 1880,  at 
which  time  they  were  the  recipients  of  sincerest 
congratulations  and  &(ibatantial  remembrances 
from  hosts  of  friends. 

The  entire  family  of  ten  children  lived  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.     James  Allen,  the  eldest, 
enlisted  in  1861  in    the  Third  Michigan    Infantry, 
serving  his  country  faithfully  until  he  dropped 
dead  on  one  of  those  Virginia  marches,  a  victim  of 
heart  disease.  May  5,   1864;  iSindenia   A,  married 
Dr.  G.  W.  Topping,  of   DeWitt,  Clinton  County, 
Mich.;  David  E.  became  a  pioneer  settler  of  Kan-  ' 
sas.  After  seeing  tliat  State  thi-ough  its  troubulous   ' 
times  he  enlisted  early  in  the  war  and  was  made  ' 
Quartei-m aster-General  of    his  regiment     He  has   ; 
continued  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  being  twice  elected 
to  the  Legislatui*.     For  some  yeai"s  he  has  resided 
at    Ballard's  Falls,  Washington   County,  owning 
there  a  magiiiftcent  farm  of  eighteen  hundred  acres, 
besides  valuable  property  at  the   county  seat.    He  . 
has  a  family  of  nine  children;  Henry  D.  also  en- 
listed in  1861,  in  the  Second   Regiment,  Michigan    i 
Sharpshooters,    in  which  he    did  faithful   service    , 
until  disabled  by  a  bullet  wound  in  the   shoulder,   . 
when  he  was  tmnsferrt^d  to  hospital  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.     He   is  engaged  in  gardening 
near  Oshkosh,  Wis.;  Kunice,  who  was  possessed  of 
an  adventurous  spirit  and  missionary  zeal,  for  some   ■ 
yeai-s  taught  Govei'nment  Indian  schools  at  Sault  j 
St.  Marie,  and  at  Mt.  Pleasant.    At  the  latter  place 
she  married  Albert  Bowker.     Aftei'  removing  to  a 
farm  in  Oliver,  Clinton  County,  she  died  leaving  ■ 
a  young  child;  Alonzo,  who  went  to  the  war  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  in  the  Fii'st  Regiment  of  Michi- 
gan Sharpshooters,  has  also  adopted  Kansas  for  his   : 
home,  and  is  a  successful  mei-chant  in  Barnes,  Wash-  . 
ington  County;  Everett,  the  youngest  son,  is  still 
a  resident  of  the  old  home  place   in  Lansing;  Dr. 
Ballard   is   the   next    in    order    of  age;  Sarah  M. 
married  William  E,  West,  and  is  living  at  Lansing; 
Alice,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  after  gi-aduating 
from  the  Lansing  High  School,  took  a  select  coui-se   i 
in  Boston  University,  and  while  there  married  lier   I 
cousin,  W.  O.  Crosby,  professor  of  geology  in  the  | 


Massachusetts  School  of  Technology.  Tlieir  home 
is  a  few  miles  out  of  Boston. 

Dr.  L.  Anna  Ballard  was  bora  in  this  city  -luly 
21,  1848,  the  family  having  come  to  the  State  the 
April  previous.  Her  early  life  was  spent  hei-e  and 
she  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  and  in  the 
Misses  Rodger's  Female  College,  which  in  those 
years  was  a  center  of  culture,  and  from  which  her 
eldest  sister  had  graduated  before  her.  After  en- 
gaging in  teaching  for  two  yeare  she  entered  the 
drug  store  of  Dr.  Topping,  at  De  Witt,  where  she 
continued  for  three  yeai'sas  drug  clerk  and  student 
of  medicine.  Then  taking  a  course  in  the  medical 
department  of  Michigan  University,  she  went  to 
Chicago  and  continued  her  studies,  spending  six 
months  as  dispensary  physician  in  the  Hospital  for 
Women  and  Children,  which  is  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Y>t.  Mary  H.  Thompson.  Following  this 
she  entered  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Chi- 
cago, from  which  she  was  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  receiving  the  degi'ce  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine. t)n  competitive  examination  she  was  given 
the  position  of  resident  physician  in  the  Hospital 
for  W^omen  and  Children,  which  she  retained  six 
months.  To  acquire  still  more  knowledge  and 
skill  to  administer  to  the  ills  of  humanity,  she  de- 
voted a  few  months  more  to  the  work  of  dispensary 
visiting  physician,  visiting  those  destitute  women 
who  were  too  ill  to  go  to  the  dispensary. 

Thus  equipped  for  her  life  work,  in  April,  1879, 
Dr.  Ballard  returned  to  her  childhood's  home 
where  she  could  give  that  care  to  her  aged  father 
and  mother  that  their  declining  health  required. 
She  opened  an  office  as  phj-sician  and  surgeon  in 
the  central  part  of  the  city  and  with  pei'sistence 
won,  and  zealously  maintained  her  position  in  the 
front  rank  of  tlie  profession  in  the  city.  She  was 
one  ()f  the  organizere  of  the  I^ansing  Medical  So- 
ciety in  1882,  at  which  time  she  was  elected  Secre- 
tary and  was  continued  in  tlie  position  for  seven  . 
yeai-s,  after  which  she  was  elected  Pi-esident,  hold- 
ing the  chair  for  one  year.  At  the  death  of  Dr. 
Shank,  the  oldest  physician  of  I^nsing,  the  peculiar 
honor  was  paid  Dr.  Ballard  of  being  selected  by 
him,  and  his  selection  being  endoi'sed  by  the  Med- 
ical Society  to  deliver  an  address  at  his  funeral  in 
behalf  of  the  medical  profession.   In  this  effort  she 
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distinguished  herself  by  the  eloquent  eulogy  paid   I 
the   deceased  friend  and  old  physician,  and  the  | 
noble  plea  made  for  the  profession.     For  further   ! 
particulars  in  regai'd  to  this  see  sketch  of  Dr.  Shank 
in  another  portion  of  this  Album. 

Dr.  liallard  has  always  taken   an  active  part  not  ; 
only    in   all    progi'essive   movements  relating   to   , 
science  and  art  hnt  also  in  everything   that  prom-   : 
ises  to  further  the  advancement  of  womankind  in  . 
every  avenue  of  life.    She  identified  herself  with 
the  work  of  the  Lansing  Industrial  Aid  Society  in 
1879  and  for  several  yeare  has  been  the  First  ^'ice- 
President  and  member  of   the  Board  of   Trustees.   '. 
She  is  associated  in  the  Lansing   Chapter  of  the    ; 
Eastern  Star.     She  is  a  promising  member    of   the    , 
Lansing  "Woman 's  Club,  an    old    literary    society 
that  has  been  a  potent  agent  in   the  community   ' 
for  the  elevation  of  literary  tastes  and  in  edueat-  j 
ing  its  membere  in  business  ventui-es,  as  it  owns  ; 
its  building,  a  handsome  edifice  in  the  center  of  ! 
the  city,  erected  in  1890,  and  in  which  propert,^- 
each  member  is  a  stockholder. 

More  than  t«ii  yeais  ago  Dr.  Ballard   found    a 
large  field  for  tliought  and  effort  in  tlie  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union.  She  Itas  given  earn- 
est labor  to  this  woi'k  and  oi-cupied  honorable  ])0- 
sitions.     J'l'om  1887  to  1891  she  was  Pi'esident  of   i 
the  Central  Union   of  Lansing.     In    tlie  State    or- 
ganizations she  has  filled  the  Superin tendencies  of   ; 
Social  Purity  and   Ixigislation,     In  the  winter   of 
1887  slie  led  the  effort  with  the  State   legislature   i 
to  amend  the  law  on  "age  of  consent,"  and  sue-   | 
ceedert  in  getting  the  age  raised  from  ten  years  to  ! 
fourteen  years.   Her  address  at  this  time  l)efoi-e  the  . 
Joint  .Tudiciarj-  Committee  was  an  earnest  eloquent  ; 
appeal,  and  was  so  highly  esteemed  that  one  of  the  ! 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  Senate  asked  that  it  be   pub-  i 
lished  in  leaflet  foi-m  and  assisted  in  its  distribu-  ' 
tion  to  the  legal  fraternity  of  the  Stat«. 

Dr.  Ballard's  church  relations  are  witli  the  Moth-  ; 
odist  Episcoi)al  body,  being  a  member  of  the  Cen-  ) 
tral  Chureli  of  this  city.  Here  too  she  has  Jiot 
hesitated  to  exert  her  influence  in  a  progressive 
way,  and  with  a  logical  paper  took  part  in  a  pub- 
lic discussion  on  the  admission  of  women  to  the 
Methodist  General  Conference.  The  Young  Wo- 
man's Christian  Association  finds  in  her  an  enthu- 


siastic worker  and  liberal  supporter,  and  with  her 
religious  tendencies  she  find*'  in  this  organization 
an  ideal  avenue  ftr  wcik  of  heart  and  brain. 
With  the  pen  she  is  at  home  and  is  a  fiuent  writer. 
The  Tiansattion^  of  tl  e  State  Medical  Society  of 
1886  contains  a  ^  alu^lle  i  aper  presented  by  her  to 
the  society  reeoidmg  original  work  and  study. 
She  is  the  author  of  stme  of  the  best  literature 
circulated  by  the  Wiman  s  Christian  Temperance 
Union  She  takes  the  delight  of  an  educated  and 
cultivated  w(man  in  cuirent  literature,  and  being 
an  advanced  thmicei  witli  decision  of  character 
and  opinioii^  but  with  modesty  and  deference  of 
manner  '■he  i^  an  interesting  conversationalist. 
Her  life  is  tharactenzed  b\  simplicity  and  integ- 
rity, which  with  her  earnestness  of  purpose  is  en- 
dearing liei  to  a  large  circle  of  associates  socially 
as  well  1   pi   fpsM  nillj 


yjlLIJAM  J.  M.HENCH,  M.  D,  The  gentle- 
man of  wliom  this  sketch  is  written,  is  a 
^■^  physician  whose  reputation  as  a  practi- 
tioner of  the  healing  art,  extends  far  beyond  his 
own  locality,  lieing  of  an  intellectually  assimila- 
tive nature  that  readily  al>sorb8  the  pith  and  truth 
of  every  new  and  important  discovery  in  the  fields 
of  pharmacy  and  chemistry-,  A  scholar  by  nature, 
with  a  love  for  research,  oursuliject  is  moreover,  a 
humanitarian  whose  pleasure  is  in  relieving  suffer- 
ing and  pain  rather  than  the  acquiring  merely  of 
a  reputation.  So  in  touch  witli  Nature  is  he  of 
whom  we  write,  that  he  "finds  tongues  m  trees, 
books  in  the  running  brooks,  sermons  in  stones, 
and  good  in  everything." 

Dr,  McHench  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
liaving  been  born  in  Scholiarie  County,  September 
16,  1831.  He  was  reared  on  a  faim  and  acquired 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district  sclioot 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  subsequently  taking  a 
two  years'  course  in  Malone  Academy.  In  the  fall 
of  1853,  after  completing  his  academic  course,  our 
subject  came   to   Michigan,  and  was  engaged  in 
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t«afhiujF  (luriiig  une  term  of  sscliool,  in  Gi'een  (Mk 
Townsliip,  Livingston  County,  the  following  yeai' 
being  eng-^ed  m  the  same  wai  niBnghtonTinvTi 
ship  In  the  meantime  his  plans  foi  stuihmg 
medicine  weie  heme  matmed,  and  all  his  snb-e- 
qnent  woik  was  with  that  object  m  iien 

In  the  spring  of  18'>4  the  \oune  miu  began 
i-eadiug  medicine  with  Dr.  Ira  P.  Bingham,  ot 
Brighton.  In  the  fall  of  1853  he  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  State  University  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  there  spent  tliree  years  in  the  pursuit 
of  his  professional  atndies,  graduating  with  the 
Class  of  '58.  During  this  course  of  instruction  he 
of  whom  we  write  embraced,  not  only  every  oppor- 
tunity offered  in  the  regular  curriculum,  hut  car- 
ried on  special  studies.  During  the  summer  of 
1856  he  took  a  special  coui'se  in  analytical  chemis- 
try, and  also  gained  an  insight  into  the  revelations 
of  microscopy. 

Dr.  McHench  associated  liimself  in  l«,"i7.  with 
Dr.  Bingham,  of  Brighton,  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  continued  with  him  until  .(aniiary,  185!*, 
when  he  i-emoved  to  New  Hudson,  Oakland  County, 
where  he  practiced  until  the  following  October,  In 
the  fall  of  1859  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Jefferson  Medical 
School  and  Hospital;  his  many  friends  in  Brigh- 
ton, however  urged  him  so  strongly  to  return  to 
that  village  that  he  did  so  in  the  spring  of  I860, 
and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home,  absenting 
himself  at  intervals  that  he  might  pursue  his  stud- 
ies in  the  liastern  cities. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  went  to  Baltimore, 
July  1,  1864,  and  pasf-ing  an  examination,  entered 
the  anny  on  conti-act  as  acting  a^istant  surgeon. 
During  his  service  in  this  capacity,  he  had  sole 
charge  of  four  wards  in  the  hospital  for  some  time 
and  here  he  gained  a  valuable  experience  in  sur- 
gery. At  about  the  close  of  the  war,  Dr,  McHench 
returned  to  Brighton  and  resumed  his  practice.  In 
1870  he  went  to  New  York  and  took  a  special 
course  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  heart 
and  lungs,  and  also  paid  especial  attention  to  phy- 
sical diagnosis  generally  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital, 
enjoying  at  this  time  dissertations  on  these  subjects 
by  the  most  eminent  specialists. 

In  the  year  1880,  our  subject  again   visited  the 


American  metropolis,  again  taking  a  like  special 
course  upon  the  diseases  of  the  throat,  etc.  Dr, 
McHench,  as  is  seen  from  this  synopsis  of  his  pro- 
fessional cai-eer,  is  tlioroughly  well  skilled  and  he 
now  enjo.ys  the  entire  confidence  of  the  populace, 
and  has  a  most  profitable  practice  in  tlie  town  of 
Brighton.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  has 
moreover  many  advantages  of  mind  and  pei-son; 
he  is  a  well-read  and  highly  cultivated  man.  In 
1876  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  four  delegates 
from  Michigan  to  the  Centennial  Medical  Conven- 
tion tiiat  convened  at  Pliiladelphia,  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oakland  Academy  of  Medicine;  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  also  of 
the  American  Medical  Society.  He  was  appointed 
a  delegate  by  the  t)akland  Academy  of  Medicine 
to  the  Medical  Association  which  met  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1876,  and  was  also  appointed  by  the  State 
Association  as  delegate  of  the  convention  wliich 
met  in  New  York  City  in  1880. 

Dr.  McHench's  wedded  life  dates  tniiii  Novem- 
ber 18,  1868,  when  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
K.  Sowie,  of  Livington  County,  this  State;  their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  one  daugh- 
ter, frertrude,  who  is  an  accomplished  young  lady. 
She  has  attended  the  High  Schools  of  Brighton  and 
Arma<la,  and  has  attained  great  proficiency  in  mu- 
sic, painting  and  French  at  the  school  at  St.  Clair, 
this  State.  The  Doctor  is  the  fortunate  possessor 
of  a  beautiful  home  in  Brighton ;  it  is  a  fmme  house 
of  imposing  size  and  style  of  ai-ehitecture,  and  its 
interior  arrangement  and  furnishing,  is  marked 
by  a  refined  yet  rich  elegance,  giving  evidence 
that  it  is  the  home  of  cultui-e.  Our  subject  is  a 
follower  of  the  political  doctrines  of  promulgated 
by  the  Itepublican  party.  In  his  religious  opinions 
he  is  liberal,  although  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  William  McHench, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts.  He  reino'\ed  to  Scho- 
harie County,  N,  Y,.  with  liis  parents  when  about 
twelve  yeai's  old,  and  lived  there  until  his  death 
which  took  place  in  1867.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Patriot's  War,  having  the  post  of  Captain  in  a  iSew 
York  regiment.  He  was  a  fanner  by  occupation. 
Doctor  McHench's  grandfather  came  to  this  coun- 
try directly  from  Ireland,  although  his  grandson 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


s  that  he  was  a  native  of  Sootliiin],  iis  l[i.= 
gmiidmother  was  a  native  of  th;it  i.-i)iiuli-_v.  After 
coming  to  the  Nbw  "VVorlii,  hi'  lirnt  settled  iu  -New 
.Jeraey,  thence  he  i-emoved  to  Ma»<achiisettsi,  and 
finally  settled  in  New  York.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  iu  Iter  maiden  days  Miss  Ann  Fei^uson,  a 
native  of  Now  York.  He  was  appointed  for  thi-ec 
years  hy  Dii-ectors  of  the  Detroit  Medical  College 
as  one  of  tlio  Connsclors  whose  dnty  it  was  to  ex- 
amine t'tndciits  foiirradnation. 


1^^^" 


i^W^UEODORE  R.  STALKY.  Among  the  ex- 
|/|^  tensive  and  pi-osperons  farmers  of  Ilowell 
V^*^'  Township,  Livingston  County,  we  are  grat- 
ified to  place  before  our  readei-s  the  gentleman 
whose  name  we  now  give,  and  wliose  pleasant 
farm  house  will  be  found  on  section  13,  of  the 
township  jnst  named.  He  is  of  Ea.stern  hirth, 
having  come  from  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y..and 
his  natal  day  was  April  29,  lH2r>. 

John  and  R«i>eeea  (Devonpeck)  Stjiley  were  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  and  they  were  natives  of 
New  York,  who  bad  an  extensive  farm  of  iive 
hundred  acres  in  the  township  of  Florida,  Hont- 
gomery  County, N.  Y.,and  in  this  home  they  liied 
and  died.  The  pai'ents  of  John  Staley  were  Hen- 
drick  and  Kachel  Staley,  iKith  natives  of  Gennany, 
who  after  coming  to  America  made  their  fli-st  homo 
in  New  Jersey  and  later  removed  to  Xch  Yoilv. 
where  they  (mssed  the  remaindei  "i  iliiii  ibn- 
Tliev  hart  one  of  tbo,-e  maaniiieciit  hum-  uliicli 
are  to  he   f<.und    in    (he    Knipirc   Stjite.      Ueinli  i,-K 
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of  lilwrty  to  arms,  left  his  plow  in  the  furrow  iind 
shouldered  his  musket,  leaving  his  wife  and  two 
childi-en  to  tbe  providenee  of  (iod.  This  her<rti' 
wife  sheltered  and  ciu-ed  for  her  children  diu'iug 
his  absence,  and  when  the  Indians  passed  through 
that  section,  Imniinir  and  raidiiiir  the  homes  mid 
killing  the  » lute-. -.he  slicitercil  lieiself  mikI  her 
children  on  the  hillside  amongst  the  undeihiu^h. 
Kebeeca  Devonpeck  was  a  daughter  of  John  and 


Siisiiii  Devonpeck  who  weix)  natives  of  Holland  and 
c;iirie  to  America  after  their  marriage,  and  carried 
on  a  large  faim  in  Montgomery  ('ounty,  where 
John  Devonpeck  also  pursued  the  ti-ade  of  a  car- 
Ijenter.  John  and  Rel>ecca  Staley  had  a  family  of 
seven  children,  only  foiu"  of  whom  are  now  sur- 
viving. Their  names  were  Rachel,  now  Mrs.  De- 
Graff;  John  H.;  Ganett,  deceased;  Theodore  R.; 
Abifiham,  who  died  in  the  war;  Winslow  P.,  de- 
ceased; and  Jacob  who  lives  in  New  York.  The 
father  was  a  Whig  in  his  early  days  and  later  a 
Republican  and  lK)th  he  and  his  w<n'thy  wife  were 
members  of  the  l)ut<li  Hefiirincrt  diurcb  of  Miner- 
ville.  X.  Y. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  fanner 
boy  and  received  a  common-school  education,  re- 
maining at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two. He  then  undertook  fanning  on  his  own 
account  in  Montgomerj'  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the 
spring  of  IS-Oo  he  came  to  Howell  Township  and 
purchased  a.  farm,  Tpon  this  estate  he  has  placed 
a  beautiful  home  and  fine  farm  buildings  and  has 
richly  adorned  it  with  shade  and  ornamental  trees. 
In  this  home  he  dwells  with  his  beloved  and  faith- 
ful wife  who  was  united  with  him  in  IH4!).  Ilcr 
maiden  name  was  Mar^  .McJIillen  and  she  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Hanna)  McMillen,  of 
Montgomery-  County,  N.  Y.  Tlieir  life  together 
has  been  an  unbroken  period  of  harmony  and  do- 
mestic bliss,  shadowed  only  by  the  death  of  one 
sou,  William  A.  H.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
three  years.  The  remaining  children  are:  Anna, 
now  "\li-s.  "\Iooilv,  who  is  the  mother  of  foiir  chil- 
,li,.,i_M,,n  n.  MiiucMI.,  (He  and  Ulie  twin.-;  Al- 
Kerl;!.  n<i"  Mi-.  W  ariier.  the  m<.lber  of  two  cliil- 
,li,ii.  ll(>^^aMl  iind  J.nella:  Uattie,  Mis.  Wili-o\, 
«li.i-,'  l«o  children  are  Slay  and  Tlienrtore;  Su-au. 
Ml-.  I.iiiv:   Mai.^  mid  l.uell.a. 

lloth  Jlr.  and  Mr-.  Staley  are  active  and  elHcient 
memliers  of  the  First  Presbj  t«ri an  Chureh  of  How- 
oil  and  with  them  theu'  children  are  united  in  a 
true  and  happy  Christian  faith.  The  Republican 
pai'ty  receives  the  allegiance  of  this  gentleman  and 
he  I-  an  enthu-iastic  memU'r  of  the  <!rand  Army 
..f  ti.e  liep'il'l''"-  l«'l""ginii:  t^.  Waddcll  Post,  No. 
ll.'i.  His  nt»  experience  gives  him  a  special  iuter- 
I  est  in  this  organization  and  be  Relights  in  reunions 
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with  his  old  comrades.  He  belongs  to  Company  F, 
Fifteenth  Micliigan  Itegiment  in  which  he  took 
service  for  three  months,  beginning  April,  1865. 
He  went  as  far  South  as  Goldsboio,  N.  C,  and  was 
mustered  ont  of  service  at  the  hospital  at  Alexan- 
dria, Va,  He  has  filled  various  minor  ofliceg  and 
has  been  Assessor,  School  Director  and  Treasurer. 
He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  tlioi'oughly  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  the  connty  and  owns  forty  acres 
of  fine  land  in  Cocboctah  Township. 


YRON  H.  WASSt>N.  Patriot  blood  flows 
freely  through  the  veins  of  the  man  whose  [ 
name  we  have  Just  given,  and  he  feels  ; 
that  he  does  indeed  love  more  truly  the  ; 
country  for  which  his  ancestors  suffered  in  past  ! 
times.  His  father  was  Samuel  Wasson,  a  Vermont  : 
farmer  wlio  did  valued  sei-vice  as  a  soldier  in  the  | 
War  of  1812,  and  the  father  of  that  parent  was  i 
one  of  Washington's  troops  in  the  war  of  the  ' 
American  Revolution.  ' 

Samuel  Wasson   was    united  in    marriage  with   j 
Sarah  Moon,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Moon,  a  Rut-    , 
land,  Vt.,  farmer,  who  passed    liis    later   years    in    1 
Cattaiaugua  County,  N.  Y.     The  parents    of  our    | 
subject  were  married  in  Vermont  and  removed  to 
New  York  where  they  lived  a  number  of  years, 
then  removed  to  Michigan  in  June  1837,  making 
their  home  on  an  unbi-oken  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  foui-teen  acres  of  Unadilla  Township,  Living-    ■ 
ston  County.     Their  log  house  was  a  distance  of   ; 
one  mile   from   a  neighbor,  Mr.    Beale   who  kept    I 
the  Post-office  at  Plainfleld.    Tiiere  were  then  no   ' 
roads  except  as  the  pathway  was  marked  out  by    j 
blazed  trees  between   this  pioneer  home  and  Dex-  ; 
ter.     Two  1(^  houses  were  at  that  time   used  as   ■ 
hotels  in  this  vicinity  one  being  kept  by  Mr.  Dunn 
and  another  by  Mr.  l>yer.     This  earlysetller  began    j 
life    here  with    more     means    tlian    many  of   his    \ 
neighbors,  as  he  was  able  to  pay  for  his  land  to   | 
provide  himself  with  a  team  of  hoi-ses  and  a  yoke    i 
of  oxen  and  had  some  money  still  remaining  for    | 
the  necessities  of  life.    It  is  now  thirty-five  years 


since  he  passed  away  from  this  life  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  yeare,  and  his  good  wife  who  sui-vived 
him  for  three  years  died  at  the  same  age. 

Of  the  eleven  children  of  this  worthy  couple 
three  are  now  living:  John,  our  subject  and  Polly 
(Mrs.  House).  The  parents  were  possessed  of  gen- 
uine Cliristian  cliaracter  and  were  charter  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Plainfleld,  where 
Mr.  Wasson  was  a  l>eacon  and  Elder  for  many 
years,  and  often  supplied  the  pulpit  by  reading  a 
sermon  when  no  clergyman  could  be  obtained.  He 
was  an  old-line  Whig  and  a  man  who  was  deeply 
interested  in  both  temperance  and  education. 

The  birth  of  Myron  Wasson  occurred  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  T..  Febraary  17,  1821,  and  he  was 
therefore  sixteen  j'cars  old  when  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan. As  it  was  necessaiy  for  every  one  who  was 
able  to  labor  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  this 
lad's  education  was  cut  short  and  he  turned  in  to 
help  clear  up  the  new  farm.  He  remained  at  home 
until  he  reached  his  twenty-second  year,  and  wns 
then  married  November  13,  1842,  to  Margaret 
Clawson,a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Christine  (Gates) 
Clawson,  a  New  Jersey  couple,  who  moved  to  Ohio 
in  1835  and  in  1837  made  their  settlement  in 
Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich, 
Mr.  Clawson  was  in  independent  circumstances 
and  built  for  liis  family  a  comfortable  frame  house 
before  clearing  up  his  farm.  He  passed  away  from 
earth  in  1880,  having  completed  eigbty-four  years 
of  upright  living  and  his  faithful  and  devoted 
wife  survived  until  1889,  when  in  her  ninety-fourth 
year  she  dei>arted  in  tlie  odor  of  sanctity.  Mrs, 
Wasson  is  tbe  only  survivor  of  their  nine  children. 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Clawson  were  charter  membera  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  here  and  Mr.  Clawson  had 
held  his  membership  in  that  body  for  over  fifty 
years.  His  |>olitical  views  led  him  into  alliance 
with  the  Democratic  imrty,  and  he  was  an  eaniest 
advocate  of  movements  directed  toward  tht' 
maintenance  of  temperance,  He  filled  tlu^  otticc 
of  lioad  Commissioner  but  cared  little  for  office. 
To  liis  ehildi-en  he  gave  a  good  disti  let  school  edu- 
cation and  advanced  them  in  every  way  in  his 
power.  His  father,  Abram  Clawson,  and  hisgrand- 
father,  John  Gates,  were  both  New  Jersey  farmers; 
the  father  died  in   his  native  State  and  the  latter 
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parsed  away  in  (Hiiti,  after  a  long  i-esidence  Llici-e. 
Mrs.Wasson  was  born  July  11.  1820,  in  Sussex 
County,  N,  J.  and  was  seventeen  years  old  when 
she  eanie  to  Mioliigaii.  The  young  couple  started 
out  empty  handed  and  established  their  home  nijon 
the  little  farm  of  fifty  acres,  which  he  had  from 
his  fattier.  They  were  much  restricted  in  cireum- 
stances,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  fact  which  is  i-e- 
luted  that  tlieir  winter  supply  of  siigar  was  only 
three  ]iounds.  Besides  the  old  homestead  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  tenant,  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Wasson  own  ninety-three 
acres  on  which  they  reside, 

Five  of  the  nine  children  of  our  subject  aie 
now  living,  namely:  Levi  C.  who  mari-ied  Enuna 
May  and  lives  in  Topeka,  Kan.,  with  his  wife  and 
three  children;  Samuel  T.  who  with  his  wife,  Viola 
Wood  and  his  one  child,  lives  on  the  old  Wasson 
homestead;  Edwin  S.  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Ottawa,  Kan.;  Robert  A.  who  took  to  wife  Mary 
Sherman  and  lives  in  Ottawa,  Kan.;  Milton  ]v.,  who 
married  Carlie  Bullis  and  with  liis  wife  and  two 
children  lives  in  this  township.  To  nil  of  their 
offspring  our  subject  has  given  good  education. 

The  l^resbyterian  Church  is  the  religious  body 
with  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  actively 
connected,  and  they  have  done  much  good  service 
in  the  Sunday-school,  Mi-s.  Wasson  is  a  member 
of  the  Foreign  and  Home  Missionary  Society,  over 
which  she  at  one  time  piMJsided,  and  Mr.  Wasson 
has  been  a  member  of  tJie  School  !Board.  lie  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a  man  of 
Porreet  habits  of  life,  ns  lie  never  uses  cither  to- 
liiicc'o  or  whirsUoy.  TIh'  lii'iilth  of  bi.th  is  n„„d 
with  the  oxct'i)tj.pii  <if  occasinunl  attacks  uf  rlifii- 
matiMui. 


J  I    giea 


fl  OHN  HOWE  (deceased).     There  is  always  a 
ji eater  interest  in  a  history  where  one  finds 
is"    at  the  end.  than    one     in 
w  hieh  the  render  is  left  to  w(mdcr  what  will 
(ojiic  nest     Our  subject  has  finished  the  story  of 


:  life  and  the  seal  of  approval  of  the  Great  Librarian 
has  been  set  ui»n  it.  Belonging  to  the  class  of 
.  men  who  from  earliest  youth  are  bread  winners. 
1  winning  their  night's  repose  and  the  sufficiency  to 
,  support  life  by  the  hardest  labor,  our  subject  faced  " 
1  the  problem  sturdily  and  accepted  the  result  with 

content. 
j  Mr.  Howe  was  born  in  the  manufacturing  tuwn 
of  Carlisle,  England,  April  1!),  1814.  He  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Steele)  Howe.  His  exo- 
dus to  the  United  States  took  place  m  the  spring 
of  1821,  when  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  spent  one  year,  thence  going  to  Westchester 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  machinist  by  trade,  hav- 
ing grown  up,  as  one  might  say,  to  the  business  in 
his  native  town,  which  is  noted  for  its  great  cotton 
manufactories.  On  settling  in  Westchester  County 
he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  in  a  cotton  factory 
and  there  I'eniained  for  several  yeare.  The  busi- 
ness at  that  time,  however,  was  not  so  jji'ofl table  as 
in  later  years  and  the  promise  foi-  advancement 
was  greater  in  the  Western  country  than  in  the 
Eastern  town, hence  our  subject  came  to  Michigan 
in  1834  andsettledat  Deer  Creek,  where  he  entered 
a  tract  of  land  from  the  Gove rnmemt,  setting  him- 
self with  greftt  energy  to  im)>roving  the  same. 
His  was  the  first  sawmill  ever  built  on  Deer  Creek. 
He  continued  business  at  this  place  until  1848,  at 
which  time  he  died.  <.)ur  subject  was  one  of  six 
children  bom  to  his  father,  their  names  being  John, 
Jonathan,  William,  Thomas,  Susannah  and  Mary. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  was  employed  in  the 
factory  until  coming  to  Michigan  in  1834,  when  he 
engaged  in  farming.  -His  father  gave  him  hisfli-st 
start  in  life,  presenting  him  with  one  hundred  and 
.sixty  acres  of  land  that  was  located  on  section  8. 
This  he  cleared  and  improved  and  his  widow  now 
owns  the  original  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres.  Mr.  John  Howe  died  August  13. 1887 
and  was  greatly  mourned  by  friends  as  well  as  rel- 
atives. He  served  in  several  township  offices  and 
was  Supervisor  and  also  repi-esented  his  county  in 
the  legislature  in  18o7.  His  marriage  took  place 
.Innuary  II.  1811.  when  he  was  united  to  Miss 
l-hiMLcv  .h.nes.  who  was  liorn  in  the  town  of  Mid- 
dlefleld,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  February  23,  lBiJ2. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Bennett) 
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Jones.  The  foiinei"  was  a  chair-maker  by  trade  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  June,  1829  at  which  time  he 
settled  in  Salem,  Washtenaw  County,  where  he 
engird  in  farming.  He  lost  liis  wife  here  in  1833 
and  he  himself  passed  away  later.  Of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  liimself  and  wife  seven  sui-vive  there 
being  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  as  follows: 
Martha,  Alonzo,  William,  Aurelia,  Eunice,  Betheny, 
and  Alfred.  Mrs.  Howe  made  her  home  among 
strangers  from  the  time  she  lost  her  motlier  and  as 
a  young  girl  she  suffered  some  bitter  experiences. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three 
children — James,  Elizabeth,  who  was  the  wife  of  R. 
,F.  Pattei-son  and  is  now  deceased,  and  Amelia, 
who  died  in  early  childhood. 


■|f7  UTHFE  C.  KA^■0[.|S1':.  a  grateful  nation 
l|  jS]  will  ever  hold  in  honor  those  who,  in  times 
Jji-Sfr,  of  peril,  offered  themselves  upon  their 
country's  altar  and  faced  death  on  many  a  bloody 
battlefield.  In  their  memory  will  poems  and  songs 
be  written,  anniversaries  remembered  with  flags 
and  banners  flying  in  the  air,  and  patriotism  exalted 
in  a  million  throbbing  hearts.  On  Decoration  Day 
we  pay  our  tributes  of  love  to  our  honored  soldier 
dead,  while  those  who  survive  are  the  objects  of 
our  highest  esteem.  Not  only  did  Mr.  Kanoiise 
serve  witli  valor  in  many  a  hard  fought  engage- 
ment, but  his  efficiency  received  merited  i-ecog- 
nition,  and  while  he  entered  the  service  in  tiie 
ranks  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  a  commissioned  officer. 

Upon  the  battlefield  of  life,  where  heroism  is 
called  for  no  less  than  when  facing  ghastly  death 
at  the  cannon's  mouth,  Mr.  Kanouse  has  made  an 
honorable  record.  Just  and  honest  with  all,  gen- 
erous and  kind,  a  close  acquaintance  reveals  moi-e 
and  moi-e  those  exemplary  traits  of  chai-acter  which 
makes  him  influential  among  the  residents  of  Liv- 
ingston County.  His  home  is  pleasantly  located 
on  section  6,  Cohoctah  Township,  and  comprises 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  more 
than  one  hundred  of  which  have  been  cleared  by 


1  the  pei-sonal  effort  of  the  owner.  By  a  proper 
I  rotation  of  crops  the  land  has  been  brought  to  an 
■  unusual  fertility,  while  substantial  rural  structures 
I  have  been  erected  to  serve  the  vai-ied  purposes  of 
!  modern  fai-m  life.  A  view  of  this  fine  homestead 
1  appears  on  another  page. 

!       A  native-born  citizen  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Kanouse 
;   was  bom  in  Burns,  Shiawassee  County,  June  29, 
;    1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mabel  (Drake) 
\   Kanouse.     During  his  youth  the  sciiools  were  scat- 
]    tered  at  remote  distances  on  the  pi-airies  or  in  the 
!    timber  land,  and  educational  privileges  were  few. 
j    However,  such  as  they  were,  Mr.  Kanouse  took  ad- 
I    vantage  of  them  and  extended  his  fund  of  infor- 
I    mation  beyond  the  proverbial  "Three  R's."     After 
i    he  had  completed  the  course  of  instruction  in  the 
i  common  school  he  was  a  student  in  the  State  Nor- 
mal and  made  use  of  his  knowledge  thus  acquired 
in  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  which  he  followed 
one  winter.    It  the  meantime  he  gained  a  practical 
training  in  the  duties  of  agricultural  life  and  early 
learned  the  habits  of  industry  and  economy  which 
contributed  in  no  small   degree  to  his  success  in 
later  j-ears. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  caused  Mr. 
Kanouse  to  abandon  teaching,  and  on  September 
4,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Comimny  D,  Sixtli  Michigan 
Cavalry,  as  a  private.  Among  the  engagements  in 
wliicli  he  pai-ticipated  are  the  following:  Hanover, 
Huntei-stown,  Gettysburg,  Monterey,  Boonesboro, 
Snickere  Gap,  Kelley's  Ford,  Culpeper,  Kaccoon 
Ford,  White's  Ford,  Jack's  Shop,  James  City,  Buck- 
land  Mills,  Brandy  Station,  Stephensburg, Morton's 
Ford,  the  Wilderness,  Beaver  Dam  Station.  Yellow 
Tavern,  Meadow  Bridge,  Milford,  Hawes  Shop, 
Baltimore  Crossroads,  Cold  Harbor,  Treviliau 
Station,  AVinchester,  Shei>ardstown,  Berryville, 
Opequan,  Louisa  Courthouse,  Five  Forks,  Sonth 
Side  Kaili-oad,  Ducks  Pond  Mills,  Kiggs,  Sailor's 
Creek  and  Appomattox  Courthouse. 

As  might  be  expected,  Mr.  Kanouse  did  not  p&m 
through  all  these  engagements  uninjured.  At 
Boonesboro,  Md.,  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm 
and  placed  in  the  hospital.  This  not  being  a  very 
desirable  place  to  stay,  he  left  without  permission 
after  remaining  three  weeks  and  joined  iiis  regi- 
ment, preferring  active  camp   life  to  the  tedium 
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and  impleasantness  of  the  hospital.  At  Trevillian 
Station  he  was  again  wounded,  and  reteiving  a 
sixty  days'  furlough,  returned  iiume.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  time  he  rejoined  his  regiment. 
At  Winchester  tlie  burating  of  a  shell  knocked  his 
hoi-se  down  and  in  the  fall  Mr.  Kaiionse  liad  hiM 
left  arm  broken.  He  was  then  only  a  few  feel 
from  the  enemy's  line.  Another  furlough  of  sixtj' 
days  was  given  him  and  he  again  joined  hi!?  i-egi- 
nient  at  its  explication. 

Altogetlier,  the  regiment  to  which  Mr.  li^nouse 
lielonged  partieijiated  in  sixty-two  engagemants. 
The  hoi^se  which  he  rode  passed  through  all  un- 
scathed, and  at  the  return  of  peace  was  brought 
liome  and  kept  until  deatli  came  to  him  from  old 
age.  When  the  regiment  left  Michigan  for  the 
field  of  action  Mr.  Kanoiise  was  made  Duty  .Ser- 
jjeant,  and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  com- 
missioned Orderly.  In  September,  1863,  he  was 
promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant  but  never  received 
his  commission.  In  May,  1864,  he  was  commis- 
sioned First  Lieutenant,  and  in  this  cajiacity  was 
discharged  November  24,  186:"),  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, after  making  a  tour  through  the  West  fight- 
ing Indians,  etc.  With  othei-s  who  had  helped  to 
t^ave  the  flag  of  our  country  he  participated  in  the 
(ii-and  Review  at  Washington  and  then  came  home, 
having  received  ymy  for  a  service  of  three  years 
and  three  months.  In  1864  he  held  an  election  at 
IIari>er's  Ferry,  wlien  his  father  was  appointed  to 
collect  and  caiTy  the  votes  home  to  Ije  counted. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Kanouse  has  been 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  5,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  fli'st  purehased  forty  acres  to  which 
he  afterward  added  as  he  was  able.  While  devotuig 
liimself  prbicipally  to  agriculture  he  has  not  over- 
looked his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  is  an  active  Re- 
publicaji,  having  a  firm  faith  in  the  principles  of 
that  party.  His  fellow-citizens,  recognizing  his 
abilities,  have  elected  him  to  all  the  minor  offices 
of  the  township  and  he  has  also  served  two  terms 
a»  SupeiTTSor.  He  has  been  delegate  to  several 
State  eonvcnlions,  and  in  every  position  lias  en- 
deavored to  advance  tlie  interests  of  the  commun- 
ity whore  he  resides.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  F.  &  A.  M..  and  also  is 
identified  wjth  the  I.  O.  0.  F. 


The  pleasant  home  belonging  to  Mr,  Kanouse  is 
presided  over  by  a  lady  of  refinement  and  eultui*, 
whom  he  brought  hither  as  his  bride  many  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Kanouse  was  known  in  maidenhood  as 
Vianna  Gaston,  and  was  bora  in  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  to  Marvin  and  Philinda  (Parsons)  Gas- 
t<m,  natives  of  Madison  County,  N.  T.,  and  Con- 
way, Frankhn  County,  Mass.,  respectively,  'llie 
paternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Kanouse  were  Elijah 
and  Susannah  (Sears)  (Jaston;  the  former,  who  was 
hom  in  Massachusetts,  moved  to  New  York,  and 
thence  to  Michigan  where  lie  died  in  1841.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  in  New  York 
in  1828,  and  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Polly  (Seai-s) 
North,  a  sister  of  the  firat  wife.  Tracing  the  lineage 
back  still  further  we  find  that  Elijah  Gaston  was  a 
a  son  of  Robert  Gaston,  whose  father  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  America  at  an  early  day. 

In  May,  1836,  Marvin  Gaston  emigrated  to 
Michigan  and  settled  three  miles  north  of  Howell. 
One  year  later  he  removed  to  Handy  Township 
where  his  father  had  entered  eighty  acres.  After 
remaining  there  many  yeai-s  and  improving  a  fine 
farm,  in  1888  he  came  to  the  home  of  our  subject 
and  there  he  receives  the  devoted  attention  of  his 
children  and  gi-andciiildren.  He  was  deeply  }«- 
reaved  by  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
in  May,  1888.  The  ceremony  which  united  the 
destinies  of  Mr.  Kanouse  and  ^'ianiia  Gaston  was 
solemnized  July  1(1,  1864,  and  their  wedded  life 
has  brought  to  them  no  sorrow  save  the  loss  bj 
death  of  three  children.  Tlie  two  who  sui-vivc  are 
Nellie  M.,  the  wife  of  Edward  House,  and  Birney  G. 


ill       ORENZO    LEROV     ARMSTRONG.       Tlie 

11  (©  gentleman  who  i^esides  on  the  farm  on  see- 
Jli-^\  tion  34,  Ilartland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  although  having  reached  more 
than  the  three-score  and  ten  years  usually  allotted 
to  man,  his  mind  l«  still  vigoroirsand  keen;  he  is  an 
epitome  in  himself,  of  the  changes  that  have  taken 
plaee  in  the  histoiy,  not  only  of  the  State,  hut  the 
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country  .at  large.  He  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of  Fabius,  February  15, 
1815.  His  father  was  Eragtus  Arm8trong,a  native 
ot  Connecticut,  and  was  iMjrn  in  178!.  He  was, 
liowever,  doubtless  of  English  ancestry,  aa  the  name 
is  one  that  one  meets  most  frequently  in  England, 
and  ranks  high  in  the  social  order. 

Erastus  Armstrong  was  reared  in  liis  native  State 
and  hati  i-eachcd  his  majority  when  he  left  home 
to  go  to  New  York  State.  Theie  ho  purchased  a 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Onondaga  Coimtv  and  this 
he  bent  his  efforts  to  improve.  His  deceiae  took 
place  in  Monroe  County,  N,  Y.  in  1S21  being  at 
that  time  in  the  prime  of  life,  onlj  about  fortj 
year.s  of  age.  Our  subject's  paternal  giandfather 
was  Lee  Armstrong,  a  native  of  (  onnetticut  and 
a  farmer.  Although  he  himself  did  not  participate 
actively  in  the  Revolutionary  Wii  his  biothers 
were  prominently  engaged  tlierein  t)ui  t-ubjett  s 
mother  was  before  her  marriage  i  Hi')-,  Roxana 
Stowell,  a  native  of  New  Hamspshirc  but  leited  in 
Vei-mont  and  married  in  New  York  State  in  On 
ondaga  County.  She  died  in  Mitliigan  ■tt  tht  age 
of  eighty-eight  jears,  having  come  hithei  with  lier 
sons.  She  was  the  mother  of  eight  thildien  six 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

I^orenzo  L.  Armatroni>;,  our  sulijecl,  waa  the  hftli 
son  in  the  family.  Tlia  father,  liaving  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  six  yeans  of  age  hcwasieaied 
by  his  uncles  and  aunts.  At  the  nge  of  ibout 
twenty  he  came  to  Michigan  in  185)  making  the 
journey  hither  with  an  ox-team;  un  the  wa>  hitt 
however,  he  traded  off  liis  oxen  foi  a  span  of 
lioi-scs  which  lie  drove  tlie  re^t  t  tin  mn  \h 
iirct  went  to  Oakland  Couutv,  wlieii  In.  iniiniutd 
working  by  the  month  and  day,  nnd  tI-o  tflii.,ht 
scliool.  Not  a  great  while  after  Lomin.r  to  tin'. 
State  he  was  married  toMiss  Julia  Ann  Armstrong, 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  bom  in  the  town  of 
Fi-anklin,  New  Tendon  County,  August  29,  1824. 
She  was  the  second  daughter  and  fourth  child  of 
Lee  and  Mary  (Spofford)  Armstrong.  She  i-e- 
mained  in  her  native  place  until  about  eight  years 
of  age  when  she  went  to  New  York  with  her  par- 
ents, thence  to  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen 
years,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Oakland 
County.     After   marriage   ouj'  subject  located  in 


Milfoi-d,  Oakland  County,  and  there  remained  for 
eiglit  yeftK,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  removed 
to  Hartland  Township,  this  county  and  settled  on 
section  23,  i-esiding  in  tliat  place  foi'  a  number  of 
years,  until,  in  1855,  they  i-emoved  to  the  place 
wliere  they  now  i-eside. 

When  our  subject  and  his  family  settled  here, 
theie  WIS  only  a  log  house  on  the  farm.  During 
the  Je^l>  that  have  passed  slice  making  this  their 
liome  he  his  madi..  marked  improvements,  build- 
ing his  present  lesidence  in  1873,  at  a  cost  of 
$'i  000  Ihis  comfortable  and  attractive  residence 
a  \ie»  of  which  appears  on  another  page,  is  one 
well  suited  to  the  lercne  enjoyment  of  advanced 
lears  He  has  fine  barns  and  outbuildings  upon 
the  piate  his  barn  being  well  arranged  and  46x86 
feet  m  dimensious.  The  place  has  so  gi-eatly 
changed  in  aspect  is  to  be  liardly  recognizable  as 
the  one  to  which  they  originally  came;  at  that  time 
there  were  wibJ  animals  of  all  kinds  in  great 
numbers 

Ihe  locilion  of  the  home  sliows  an  apprecia^ 
tion  of  the  beiutiful  in  nature,  as  'well  as  dis- 
ciimmation  m  the  most  advantageous  point  for 
impiovement  Oui  subject  has  planted  a  tine 
orchiid  wliicli,  dining  fruit  season  is  laden  with  a 
jmn  and  odorous  burden.  He  devotes  himself  to 
geneiil  firming  ind  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  actes  of  land.  He  had  at  one  time, 
foui  hundred  ind  eighty  acres  in  a  body  in  Hart- 
land  Township  and  has  been  a  very  large  farmer, 
emplovmg  a  gieit  deal  of  labor,  and  handling 
large  numbei's  of  ptock.  Now  he  rei.ts  his  finw 
only  ket|)ing  i  ftneral  supervision  over  the  place, 
impioving  it  as  his  fancy  dictates.  As  can  be 
imigmed  in  out  e^en  ignorant  of  the  hardsliip'^ 
of  pioneci  lift  the  aspect  of  this  tract  has  not 
been  cliauged  and  made  what  it  is  at  tiie  present 
lime   without  a  gieat  deal  of  hard  work. 

Our  subject  has  reared  two  adopted  daughters. 
The  eldest,  Mary  Hines,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
thiee  yeai-s.  The  second  daughter,  Cora  May 
Mart,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Clark,  and 
resides  in  South  Lyons,  Oakland  County,  this 
State.  Our  subject's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Presi- 
dent Van  Buven;  in  1841)  he  voted  for  \V.  H. 
Harrison  and  for  the  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison 
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in  1888.  Mr.  Armstrong  has  held  a  number  of 
local  offices  in  tlie  township,  having  been  Sujxjr- 
visorii.  1861  and  again  in  1874,  1875,  1876  an<i 
1877.  Although  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Ilartland  and  a  Deacon  in  the 
same,  he  is  not  iu  favor  of  sectarianism.  He  was 
the  manager  of  the  firat  thi-eshing  machine  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  tliis  State.  He  has  done  much 
surveying  in  tlie  way  of  making  roads,  dividing 
land.  et<!.  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  iuterewliid. 


J  I  OlIN  W.  IM>Am>MAN,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  County,  whose 
;  beautiful  home  is  situated  in  Webberville, 
_  '  was  Iforn  in  Connecticut,  Mai-ch  5,  1836.  He 
came  with  his  parents,  Watson  L.  and"  Elizabeth 
IJoardman  from  New  England  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich,,  in  183H  and  made  a  settlement  in  Loclce 
Township,  being  the  first  family  within  its  bounds. 
A  log  cabin  in  tlie  woods  was  the  first  Michigan 
liome  of  this  family  and  they  at  once  Ijcgan  the 
woik  of  felling  the  tiees  and  preparing  the  land 
fot  cultivation.  Tlie  father  died  uixin  tlie  farm 
leaving  a  family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom 
aie  now  living,  namely:  Mai\v,  now  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Lepley  in  Livingston  Countj  ;  Helen,  wife  of 
James  Payne  in  Gratiot  County;  Daniel  L.  in  Kan- 
sas and  John  "VV.  The  father  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner and  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town- 
ship. He  was  twice  married  but  !md  no  children 
by  tlie  second  union. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manlioo<i  in  Locke  Town- 
ship, and  saw  his  full  share  of  pioneer  life.  His 
mother  was  called  away  from  life  when  he  was 
was  about  twelve  yeai*  old  and  after  receiving  hi.s 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  tlie  township 
h(^  entei'e<l  upon  liis  life  work  as  fanning.  He  was 
married  July  4,  1858  to  Henrietta  Fisher,  who  was 
born  October  19,  1839  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Maria  (Van Wert) 
Fisher.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher  had  settled  in  Jjoeke 
Township,  this  county,  at  an  early  day  when  Mrs. 
Boardman  was  only  ten  years  old,     Of  their  ten  j 


children  eight  are  now  living,  namely:  Rebecca, 
(Mrs.  Pinckney),  George  L.,  William,  James.  David, 
Andrew  and  Josephine  (wife  of  George  Hamilton) 
besides  Mrs.  Boardman.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Epi8CO|)al  Church  and  citizens 
highly  respected  in  the  township. 

Three  children  liave  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mi-s. 
Boardman,  and  two  are  now  living,  namely:  Fran- 
cis E.  and  John  TV.  Our  subject  resided  on  his 
farm  in  Locke  Townsliip  until  1884  when  he  re- 
moved to  Webberville,  and  lias  since  made  it  his 
home.  He  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  acres  which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own 
efforts,  ably  seconded  by  the  help  of  his  faithful 
and  jueicious  companion.  He  enUsted  in  the  Union 
Army  August  12,  1862,  joining  as  a  private  Com- 
pany H,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  which 
Iiecame  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
participated  in  a  numl>er  of  skirmishes  and  did 
duty  mostly  in  Virginia  and  for  a  short  time  was 
in  North  Carolina,  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge August  29,  1863. 

This  gentleman  is  an  efficient  and  active  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Webberville,  and  has 
been  senior  Vice  Commander  and  Sergeant  of  the 
Post.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order 
of  ITnited  Workmen  at  Fowlerville  and  an  active 
worker  in  every  cause  which  he  deems  of  value  to 
the  community.  In  politics  he  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  Republican  party  and  in  tliis  connection  is  es- 
teemed as  an  influential  leader  of  thought.  All 
who  know  him  rejoice  in  his  pi-osperity,  and  feel 
that  it  is  the  just  reward  of  hLs  efforts  and   integ- 


\t?^liED  M.  COFFEV.  One  the  stirring  young 
llr^®'  ^''I'^i'*"'*  "J'  tl'i''  section,  he  of  whom  we 
/I\  write  is  already  the   possessor  of  one  hun- 

dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  located  on  section 
17,  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  and 
this  he  devotes  to  general  farming.  Since  locat- 
ing upon  the  pLacc  he  has  added  many  imjirove- 
ments  and  has  already  greatly  enhtiuced  its  value. 
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He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  on  sectioB  16, 
Handy  Township,  this  c-ounty,  April  5,  1861.  He 
is  tlie  son  of  I^vi  and  Juliette  (White)  Coffey, 
who  came  to  this  State  in  1825  and  soon  united  in 
marriage.  They  hved  here  until  death  elaimed 
them  for  its  own,  the  father  passing  away  Fehru- 
ary  24,  1891,  hia  wife  having  preceded  him  by  ten 
years,  her  decease  occurring  .Tune  8,  1881. 

Our  subject  inlierits  from  liis  father  the  acquisi 
tive  faculty  to  a  large  degree.  Mr.  Coffey,  Sr., 
was  very  successful  in  his  agricultural  business 
and  had  acquii'cd  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
acres  of  hind  which  boi-e  fine  improvements — a 
good  comfortable  house  being  the  center  of  the 
domestic  cirele  and  around  it  line  barns,  granaries 
and  sheds  for  cattle.  Before  coming  to  Handy 
Township  our  subject's  father  first  settled  for  a 
short  time  in  Marion  Township.  Later  he  removed 
to  Washtenaw  County  and  then  came  to  Handy 
Township.  He  was  highly  i-espetted  by  all  classes 
of  people  as  being  a  man  tif  unerring  judgment 
and  high  business  capacity.  He  accnmulated  a 
very  handsome  property  before  his  decease,  whicli 
was  divided  among  his  sons,  who  are  four  in  num- 
ber, namely:  I'ranit,  Henry  A.,  Fied  M.  and  Mar- 
shal. All  the  sons  have  taken  up  the  agricultural 
calling  and  all  live  not  a  great  distance  fi-om  the 
homestead  in  pleasant  and  comfortable  homes  of 
their  own,  having  pleasing  wives.  Tiiey  are 
pi-ominent  citizens  and  respected  l)y  all  who  have 
dealings  with  them. 

The  original  of  tliis  sketch  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  schools  of  the  vicinity  and  wsis 
reared  a  fanner  lad.  He  lived  at  home  until  he 
ivas  twenty-one  yeai'w  of  age  and  tlicn  uKirricil 
Miss.liili«  Ling  of  Handy  Township.  Livingston 
Comity.  She  was  .i  daugbli'r  of  Kdward  .■iiid 
Elizabeth  (Palmer)  Ling,  ii.it-ivi-s  ,.f  KnglaiHl.  tlu- 
fatlicr  Imviug  came  in  tliii-  country  in  lUii^i  liis 
wife  following  liithei-  one  year  Intei'.  Tbey  tiret 
settled  in  New  York  and  came  to  Micliigtui  in  ISfiij, 
staying  for  some  time  in  Oakland  County,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  later,  in  1869, 
coming  to  Livingston  County  and  settling  in 
Handy  Township  <m  n  farm  of  eighty  iicres.  They 
were  the  psireuts  of  Uvelve  eliildreu,  of  whimi  the 
following  are  now  living:     Edna,  now  Mrs.  Far- 


Iter,  John,  .lake,  Hiram,  Mary,  who  is  Mi-s.  Coiley, 
Amelia  also  a  Mis.  Coffey  and  Julia,  also  Mrs. 
Coffey,  George  and  Luella.  0\ir  subject  belongs 
to  the  industrial  party,  that  appealing  to  his  ideas 
of  the  way  in  whicli  a  competency  is  to  be  acquired 
rather  than  by  any  favors  than  can  be  exacted 
from  i-eluctant  legislators.  He  is  also  a  I'atron  of 
Industry  and  a  member  of  the  Fanners'  Alliance, 
Onechild,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Edith  1(.,  and 
whose  age  is  eight  yeare,  brightens  the  household 
and  is  the  object  of  a  loving  affection  of  both 
parents.  Mr.  Coffey  is  one  of  the  active  young 
farmers  of  his  township  and  the  signs  of  the  times 
are  sadly  awry  if  his  future  success  does  not  justi- 
fy his  friends  in  their  anticipation. 


-^§*^it-*n«-tf^i#2=^< 


y  ILL!  A  51  O.  IlEMHtTX.  This  native 
son  of  Michigan,  who  now  makes  his  home 
^  ,  inCohoctahTownship,IJvingstonCounty, 
waft  l)i>rn  in  the  township  of  Bedford,  Wayne 
County,  August  Ih,  1842,  being  the  son  of  Water- 
tuny  M.  and  lietsey  Ann  (Killmoar)  Hendryx. 
The  grandfather  was  a  miller,  and  met  liis  death 
liy  an  !U!cident  in  his  mill,  and  the  father,  who 
was  bom  in  Steuben  County,  N,  Y.,  September  4, 
1809,  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  car})enter,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1833. 

Here  Waterbury  Hendr^Tt  entered  eighty  aci-es 
of  land  in  fJreenfield  Township,  Wayne  County, 
and  after  a  short  time  moved  to  Redford  Town- 
shi|i.  where  lie  again  took  eighty  iicrejs,  whicli  he 
put  ill  condition  for  farmiug.  There  he  resided, 
ivitli  (lie  e.>;iv|)lion  of  tluw  yeai-s,  until  IH.')!!, 
wliei.  he  ,';iuie  to  Cohwtah  and  lioiight  one  iiiiii- 
died  :ni(i  sixty  acres  of  timber  laud  on  section  1  7. 
Having  put  Ibis  in  splendid  condition,  he  sold  it 
to  our  subject  in  1865.  He  was  an  ordained  min- 
ister in  the  Methodist  EpiscojMil  Church,  and 
preached  for  many  years.  After  coming  to  Liv- 
ingston County  he  joined  the  T'nited  Brethren 
Clinivli.  AlK.iil  the  .voir  1858  he  went  to  i.iiiisiiig 
;iiid  lived  fttr  four  ye;ii-s,  and  later  liought  a  fruit 
farm  in  Saugatuck,  Allegan   County.     In    1887  he 
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iiioved  to  Spink  Countj',  S.  DRk.,  wheie  lie  now 
resides  upon  a  farm.  For  some  twelve  yeai-s  lie 
served  his  community  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  father  of  ouv  siibjcct  was  twice  mamed,  and 
by  Ilia  first  union  he  had  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity — Thomas,  of  t>maha; 
John,  who  was  killed  in  California  in  1865;  Ilenry, 
wlio  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  at  tlie  age  of 
sixteen  years;  Clark,  wlio  was  a  soldier  in  tlie 
Ninth  Micliigan  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  a  saw 
mill;  Wftterbury,  at  Konth  Dakota;  William  ().; 
.James,  of  Nebi-aska,  who  also  served  in  the  Ninth 
Michigan  Cavalry  and  Whit«omb,  who  died  at 
ll  e  a^e  of  eis^hteen  months.     The  mother  of  tliese 

ns  died  Pel  riiar\  14,  1862,  and  the  father  was 
ajiain  mamed  tint  time  choosing  as  his  life  com- 
lanylmehne  A  anBlai'comh,  who  had  two  cliil- 
hen   I'led  and  >ellie. 

\t  tlie  age  of  sixteen,  liaviiijr  ret«ived  fanii 
ti-iining  and  a  common  school  education,  William 
Ikndijx  liegan  life  for  himself,  ajid  was  married 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  at  which  time  he  undertook 
independent  farming.  The  family  patj-iotism, 
which  was  strong  in  liim,  led  him  to  enlist.  March 
2li,  1862,  in  Company  II.  "Ninth  Michigan  In- 
fantry. He  was  sent  to  St.  Louis,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Tliirt«enth  lieginient,  in  which  he 
served  through  the  campaign  at  Corinth,  after 
which  lie  rejoined  his  own  i-egimeiit  at  Murfrees- 
l>oro,  and  was  there  captured  with  six  companions, 
lieing  paroled,  they  went  to  Columbus  and  were 
tliere  exchanged,  and  in  Septemlier  were  called  out 
to  defend  Cincinnati.  They  were  also  detailed  to 
guard  tlie  military  prison  at  Nashville,  and  at  one 
time  acted  as  body  guaid  for  Gen.  Thomas.  lie 
was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Nashville  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  and  discharged  at  Jackson,  Mich,, 
Xovemher  IT),  with  the  rank  of  a  Corporal. 

Returning  lioine,  Mr.  Ilendryx  bought  liis 
father's  fann  in  December,  and  npon  it  he  has 
since  resided,  and  has  devoted  himself  lai-gely  to 
the  raising  of  thoroughbred  cattle  and  Pasc-as 
horses,  and  also  in  shipping  ship  timber,  lie  has 
acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  eight  yeai-s,  and 
is  active  as  a  woi-ker  in  the  Republican  ranks.  lie 
has  been  married  three  times,  his  fii'st  union  taking- 
place  January  1,  1860,  with  Martha,  daughter  of 


William  and  Abigail  Benjamin.  She  died  Deeem- 
!>er26,  1861,  and  in  Sejitemlwr,  1862,  Mr.  Hen- 
dryx  was  inariied  to  Lucy  Ann  Swank,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Grace 
(Mills)  Swank.  Nine  children  were  the  result  of 
this  marriage ;  William  0.,  Gi'ace,  Prank  W, 
John  1).,  Myrtie,  Jesse,  Frances,  Thomas  and 
Aggie.  Their  mother  died  March  26,  ISS.'i.  The 
present  Mrs.  Ilendryx  is  Alzeretta,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Minerva  (Morton)  Hoisington,  of  Ty- 
rone Township,  and  widow  of  Flavil  Gi-iggs.  and 
to  this  marriage  no  children  have  been  granted. 
TJiis  highly  respected  and  esteemed  family  are 
known  not  only  throughout  the  limits  of  the 
townshi]),  bnt  also  in  broader  circles,  and  in  all 
walks  of  life  they  ai-e  useful  and  worlliy  of  the 
i-egard  in  which  Ihev  are  held. 


i-^H^-1 


'jli_^KNRY  N.  ItEACIl,  who  is  servinj;- Ijis  fourth 
Ij  Jljtcrm  JD*  Supervisor  of  Brigliton  Township,  is 
J\^^  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  far- 
(^^  mers  of  Livingston  Countj'.  He  was  txirn 
in  Green  Oak  Township,  just  across  tlie  road  from 
where  he  now  lives,  January  8,  1847.  His  father  was 
LeGi'and  Beach,  a  native  of  New  York,  there  born 
Novemlier  4,  181(1.  He  was  a  farmer  and  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  locating  a  piece  of  Gov- 
ernment land  on  section  I,  Green  Oak  Township, 
Livingston  Comity.  Here  lie  passed  through  the 
various  stages  and  phases  of  pioneer  life  and 
cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.     He  died  Mareh  13,  1874. 

Mr.  Beach,  Sr.,  came  to  the  Wolverine  State 
without  means  and  what  he  acquired  liefore  his  de- 
cease was  made  by  hard  labor  and  most  dilligent 
eiiEort.  He  was  an  honest  as  well  as  an  industrious 
man,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  resiject  of  all 
who  knew  him.  For  many  yeai-s  prior  to  his  death 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  stood  high  among  his  associates  in  that  reli- 
gious body.  Our  subject's  mother  was  in  her 
maiden  days  Miss  Zuba  Bryant,  born  December  25, 
1817,     She  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  was  the 
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constant  and  faitlirul  companion  of  liei  huiband  s 
pioneer  days.  She  was  a  hfe-Iong  Baptist  and  by 
her  interest  and  energy  did  much  to  e8ta,bhsh  th'tt 
religious  body  in  this  section  Slie  died  Jul\  27, 
1885.  She  was  the  mother  of  .four  children,  only 
one  of  whom,  our  subject,  is  at  present  living. 

Henry  Beach  was  reai-ed  and  educated  in  his 
parents'  home.  He  received  a  district-school  edu- 
cation and  for  a  sltort  time  enjoyed  the  advantages 
offered  at  the  graded  schools  at  New  Hudson.  He 
began  farming  for  himself  in  1872.  He  and  his 
brother  Alanson  together  purchased  a  pai-t  of  tlie 
farm  which  our  subject  now  owns  and  which  is 
located  on  section  36,  Brighton  Township. 
Together  they  farmed  this  for  some  time.  After 
their  fatlter'a  death  they  purchased  their  sister's 
interest  in  the  old  homestead  and  soon  thereafter 
divided  their  landed  interest,  the  brother  taking 
the  old  homestead  and  our  subject  retaining  his 
present  farm. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  Decem- 
ber 12,  1871,  to  Miss  Ella  Burnett,  who,  like  him- 
self, is  a  native  of  this  county  and  State,  having 
been  lK>m  in  Green  Oak  Township  October  17, 
1850.  They  are  the  pai-ente  of  six  childi-en.  flveof 
whom  are  now  living  at  home.  They  are  Louie 
L.,  Belle  L,,  Grace  H.,  who  is  deceased;  Nell,  Hen- 
rieha  and  Newton  B.  Mrs.  Beach  was  a  daughter  of 
.lonathan  and  Sarah  (Clough)  Burnett,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Canada  and  the  latter  of  New 
York.  They  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day 
and  were  among  the  first  settlei-s  of  Green  Oak 
Township.  The  father  died  January  22,  1881, 
having  been  bom  in  1799,  The  mother  died  Feh- 
rnary  3,  1884.  They  had  lived  together  almost 
fifty  years  in  the  closest  and  most  sympathetic 
companionship.  Six  of  their  seven  children  ai'e 
still  living. 

Our  subject  is  a  Kepublican  in  his  political  pref- 
erence, giving  the  weight  of  his  inSueuce  andvote 
to  that  party,  ITie  people  of  the  township  have 
shown  the  ooufldence  which  they  repose  in  his 
integrity  and  ability  by  electing  him  to  a  number 
of  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  township.  He  was 
elected  Supervisor  in  1887  and  still  serves  in  that 
capacity,  it  being  at  present  his  fourth  term.  Mr. 
Beach  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 


atre^  of  good  land  that  is  highly  improved.  He 
has  theieon  a  comfortable,  commodious  and  attrac- 
tive faimhouse,  with  line  barns  and  outhouses. 
Although  a  general  farmer,  he  raakcs  a  specialty  of 
breeding  sheep  for  the  city  markets.  Much  credit 
belongs  to  him  of  whom  we  write  for  the  indomit- 
able energy  with  which  he  has  pursued  his  career. 
He  began  life  without  any  means,  but  has  suc- 
ceeded in  acquiring  a  handsome  competency  by  his 
careful  management  and  his  industiious,  prudent 
ways.  He  is  a  clever,  energetic  and  industrioiis 
man,  prominentand  influential  in  the  community. 
His  wife  is  known  throughout  the  county  for  her 
amiable,  generous  disposition  and  broad,  progress- 
ive ideas  in  social  as  well  as  other  matters. 


~^~EK])INAN])  W.  MUN80N.  The  gentleman 

P  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is 
the  proprietor  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  in  Livingston 
County,  This  is  cultivated  to  perfection,  the 
latest  and  most  improved  methods  in  scientific  ag- 
riculture being  employed,  'llierc  is  also  thei-oon 
a  home  of  whicli  any  man  might  well  be  proud — 
not  a  palace  whose  care  and  expense  may  embariass 
and  harrass,  it  is  yet  a  home  in  every  sense  of  the 
word — a  place  of  beauty  and  comfort  in  which  one 
may  live  and  learn  to  appreciate  how  good  it  is  to- 
l>e  l)orn  in  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteentli  cent- 
ury and  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Tlie  Empire  State  is  the  scene  of  the  nativity  of 
him  of  whom  we  write,  having  first  opened  his 
eyes  in  his  father's  home  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y,, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  Kiver,  Mai'ch 
31,  1831,  His  parents  wei-e  Samuel  S.  and  Phebe 
A.  (Walker)  Munson,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  respe<:tively.  His  paternal  pro- 
genitor was  a  tailor  by  trade,  having  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years  and  worked  at  that 
business  until  he  was  thirty-one  yeare  of  age,  when 
he  gave  it  uj)  to  engage  in  farming  at  (ireat  Bend, 
Pa.,  later    removing  to  Camillus,  N.  Y.     In  1858 
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he  Cftme  West,  settling  in  Fowlerville,  Livingston 
County,  where  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  when,  retiring  from 
n.otive  labor,  he  removed  to  Fowlerville,  where  he 
ilied  February  1,  1887.  His  wife  survived  him  but 
:t  short  time,  her  decease  occurring  May  2,  1887. 
They  were  aged  i-espectivcly  eiglity-seven  and 
eighty-four  years  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

Mr.  Munson's  paternal  grandaire  was  Almond 
Munson,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  far- 
mer by  calling  but  was  engaged  in  the  himlMir 
business  during  a  large  portion  of  his  life.  He 
spent  his  latter  days  at  Great  Bend,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  greatly  respected  as  a  prominent  man  of  known 
integrity  and  high  reputation.  Hia  acquaintance  was 
very  wide  and  he  was  popular  wherever  he  went. 
He  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  five  yeai-s, 
his  father  and  three  brothei-s  having  also  been 
engaged  in  that  struggle  for  independence.  Alto- 
gether they  aggregated  a  service  to  tlieir  eountiy 
"f  thii-ty-one  years.  Our  subject's  great-gi-and father 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  in 
early  days  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  In  his 
church  relations  he  and  his  family  are  membei-s  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  body,  in  which  he  always 
lias  held  some  office.  His  wife  and  our  subject's 
mother  was,  previous  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Phebe 
W'alker.  Her  father  was  Stephen  Walker,  a  native 
of  Rliodelsland,  andher  mother  was  Tjydia  (Gard- 
ner) Walker,  bom  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.  The  foi'mer 
was  a  house-builder,  and  followed  his  trade  tiu'ough 
life.  Ikith  he  and  his  wife  died  at  Camillus,  On- 
ondaga County,X.  Y.  He  belonged  to  that  quaint 
religious  body  that,  so  persecuted  in  England. 
sought  a  refuge  in  the  United  States  under  their 
distinguished  leader,  William  I'enn.  Our  subject 
is  one  of  twelve  cblldren,  only  three  of  wliom  are 
now  living.  They  are  Mi-s.  E.  M,  Spencer  of  Mar> 
quette,  this  State;  Mi-s,  S.  A.  Lowe,  also  of  Mar- 
quette, and  the  gentleman  who  is  the  subjet^t  of 
this  sketch. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  early  received 
the  training  of  a  fa.i-mer's  boy.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  Fairmont  Union  School,  near 
Syracuse,  N,  Y.,  and  is  a  gi'aduate  of  the  State 
Koi-mal  Scliool  at  Ypsilanti.     Prior  to  his  entrance 


in  the  last-named  institution  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing and  continued  the  work  after  he  had  finished 
ills  collegiate  course,  having  taught  the  first  union 
school  at  Howell  and  being  Principal  of  the  same. 
Four  teachoi-8  were  under  his  supervision.  He  also 
taught  in  I>owagiac,  Cass  County,  being  Principal 
of  that  school  and  also  having  supervision  of  sev- 
ei'al  under  teachers.  His  next  location  was  at 
Hastings,  Barry  County,  this  State,  where  he  held 
the  position  of  Piincipal.  At  the  thi-ee  latter 
places  his  wife  was  engaged  in  school  work  with 
him,  behaving  been  united  in  marriage  September 
6,  1858,  to  Miss  Frances  R.  Lake,  a  native  of  Pliil- 
adelphia.  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Rial  and  Mary  F. 
(Burt)  iJtke,  natives  of  "V'ermont,  who  came  We.st 
while  Michigan  was  yet  a  territory  and  settled  in 
Howell  Township. 

Mr,  Lake  was  a  graduate  of  the  Middlebury  Col- 
lege of  Vermont  and  taught  until  he  came  West, 
having  left  Philadelphia  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  and  on  his  advent  into  the  State  located 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Government  land. 
Tliereon  lip  built  a  log  house  and  for  many  years 
lived  a  life  of  seclusion  and  comparative  isoLation, 
for  the  most  frequent  visitors  were  the  Indians. 
For  many  years  they  had  no  neighbors  nearer 
than  a  mile  and  a  half.  It  was  in  the  midst  of 
timber  openings  and  their  nearest  market  was  at 
Dexter,  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles.  He  lived 
here  until  1851,  at  which  time  hisdeceaseoecuned. 
His  wife  still  survives.  She  Jias  been  blind  foi'  the 
last  ten  years,  but  is  a  kdy  of  culture  and  a  charm- 
ing oonvei-sationalist.  She  is  a  true  Christian, 
having  with  her  husband,  abided  by  the  principles 
which  the  Man  of  Soitows  laid  down  for  !iis  follow- 
ei-s.  Of  the  family  of  eight  eliildren  that  came  to 
enliven  the  heai-tsand  home  of  this  worthy  couple, 
only  two  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Munson,  the  wife  of 
<jni-  subject,  and  Henry  F.,  now  of  Gunnison,  Col., 
aReceiver  in  the  LandOfHce.  George  B.  was  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Atchison  &  Topeka  Railroad,  hav- 
ing been  connected  with  that  road  for  fourteen 
years.  He  was  agi-adiiate  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  died 
in  1884, atTopeka,  Kan.  His  wifeand  tw<)ehildren 
live  in  the  vilhi^e  of  Howell,  Mrs.  Lake  being  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Z.  II,  Marsh.  Their  daughter, 
Helen  E,  died  in  1870.     She  was  a  graduate  of  the 
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Female  Seminary  at  Lansing.  She  taught  in  the 
college  at  Lansing  and  also  at  Lebanon,  Ind.,  be- 
ing Preceptress  of  tlie  seminary  and  also  Principal 
of  various  private  schools. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  a  family  of  two 
children — Melvin  H.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Howell 
School  and  at  present  Division  Engineer  and  Chief 
of  Construction  in  Mexico,  of  the  Mexican  South- 
ern Railroad;  Welton  M.  is  a  Professor  of  Hort  i 
culture  in  tlie  Maine  State  College.  He  graduated 
at  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  in  1888,  at 
twentj-fivo  years  of  age.  One  son,  Rial  Lake,  died 
in  early  manhood,  when  about  twenty  two-years 
<ii  age,  in  Topeka,  Kan.  He  was  then  acting  as 
Division  Engineer  on  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.  We 
quote  from  an  article  written  by  his  chief,  the 
resident  engineer  of  the  Atchison.  Topeka  &  Santa 
Fe  Railroad,  and  published  in  the  Topeka  Common- 
wealth  at  the  time  of  his  death.  "He  rose  i-apidly  and 
shone  brighter  than  those  of  twice  his  age  and  ex- 
(jerience,  and  at  the  early  ago  of  twenty  years  he 
was  made  Division  Engineer  on  one  of  the  most 
important  and  difficult  divisions  of  the  i-oad,"  Mr. 
Munson  is  in  his  political  liking  a  Hepubllcan.  He 
lias  filled  several  municipal  offices,  having  been 
School  Director  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  prominent  and  substantial 
men  of  the  county  and  one  upon  whose  word  one 
may  thoroughly  rely.  Mr.  Munson  has  filled  the 
ottices  of  President  and  Secretaryof  the  Livingston 
County  Agricultural  Society  and  through  his  in- 
fluence and  labor  with  others  greatly  promoted  the 
interests  of  the  same. 


1^^ 


VILLIAM  M.  CARR,  who  is  one  of  tlie 
early  settlers  of  Williamstowii  Township, 
Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  Caleb  Carr  who 
was  bom  in  New  York,  October  26,  1795,  but  who 
lived  in  Canada  from  his  fifth  to  his  thirty-fifth 
year.  He  was  there  maiTied,  September  12,  1820, 
to  Catherine  Wholsapple,  who  was  bom  in  New 
York,  October  14,  1796.  Their'  children  were 
Harnet,  Julius  A..  "William  M.,  Julia  M.  and 
Charles  W.,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Canada. 


In  1834  the  father  of  this  household  came  to 
Michigan  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  lived  in  Farm- 
ington  Township,  Oakland  County.  He  then  re- 
sides for  three  years  in  the  village  of  Kensington 
after  which  he  removed  to  Ixwke  Township  and 
three  yeai-s  later  in  1842  came  to  Williamstowii 
where  he  remained  for  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
He  was  the  first  hlacksmitli  in  the  towiishi]i  and 
built  the  first  frame  house  therein  and  had  the  first 
gi-ist  ground.  His  father  also  bore  the  name  of 
Caleb  Carr  and  was  a  Methodist  minister  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1836. 

Caleb  Carr,  .Jr.  was  a  pioneer  of  Ingham  County. 
and  made  his  home  on  forty  acres  which  he  owned 
till  death,  although  he  lived  for  several  yeai-s  in 
the  village  of  Williamston.  He  had  been  a  soldier 
and  a  prisoner  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  ever  a 
hard  working  man.  He  died  in  1868  and  had 
mourned  his  wife  for  eight  years.  His  son,  Will- 
iam, was  born  March  3,  1826,  and  was  therefore 
eight  years  old  when  the  parents  came  to  Oakland 
County,  Mich. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  this  young  man  was 
married,  April  8,  1849,  to  Matilda  M.  Moore  who 
died  July  26,  1850,  leaving  a  son,  George  M.  Carr. 
Our  subject  was  again  maified  to  Sarah  B.  Simons, 
August  17,  1861,  and  she  had  one  child  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mrs.  Sarah  Cart  was  bom,  March  25, 
1833,  in  Royal  Oak  Township,  Oakland  County, 
Mich.,  whci-e  her  parents,  John  and  Martha  Sim(ms, 
were  pioneers.  He  afterward  removed  to  Howell, 
Livingston  County,  where  the  mother  died  in  1845 
and  somewhat  later  the  father  made  his  home  in 
Williamstown ,  and  there  died.  May  22,  1854. 
They  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  William, 
Cynthia,  Sarah,  Henry,  Joel  and  Martha. 

Since  the  age  of  thirteen  our  subject  has  resided 
in  Ingham  County  and  since  1839  when  he  at- 
tended the  firet  township  meeting,  he  has  not 
missed  one  of  these  meetings.  His  first  purchase 
comprised  forty  acres,  to  which  he  somewhat  later 
added  eighty  acres  and  aft«rwai-d  gave  forty  to  his 
son.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  and  has  cleared 
and  broken  all  his  land  and  made  all  the  improve- 
ments. He  helped  to  build  the  first  house  in  thi' 
township,  the  first  mill  and  the  fii-»t  barn. 

During  the  war  Mr.  Carr  was  strenuou>  in  his 
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efforts  to  help  fill  up  tlie  qiiota  of  the  township  so 
that  there  might  be  no  draft,  hiit  was  liimself 
finally  drafted  and  served  three  montlis  in  the 
army.  He  has  been  for  three  terms  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Higliways  to  which  office  he  was  raised 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  liaving  been  attached  to 
that  party  since  its  oi'ganijyition.  He  is  Pi-esident 
of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  four  townships,  namely: 
Locke,  Leroy,  Wheatfleld  and  Williamstown.  and 
in  the  Grand  Army  he  is  a  prominent  and  efficient 
member. 


[L  ON.  .TOHN  A.  KERR.  Although  death  has 
Wjfj  laid  its  hand  iiimn  the  lieart  of  our  suliject 
J^^  and  has  stilled  the  pulse  of  the  machine, 
{^)  there  is  still  an  emanation  of  his  spirit 
breathing  out  remembi-ances  of  the  good  that  he 
hiis  done  and  examples  tliat  miglit  well  he  emu- 
lated by  the  young.  From  January,  1868,  until 
tlie  time  of  his  deatli,  July  29,  1868,  he  was  State 
Printer  and  Binder,  and  for  two  years  after  his 
death,  his  wife  cari'ied  on  his  business.  He  was  born 
m  NewYork  June  7,  1825,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Kerr,  who  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  parents, 
wlio  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  there  mar- 
ried, settled  later  near  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  his 
native  county  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  his  studies.  After  having  finished  his 
coui'se  at  the  school  wliich  he  attended,  he  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thompson  and  attended  bis 
lectures  at  Buffalo,  K.  Y.  Compelled  to  work  his 
way  through  the  medical  college,  he  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  get  a  good  position  to  travel  during 
the  vaetion  for  the  flim  of  Porter  &  Sanborn.  He 
was  to  introduce  school  books  and  especially 
'I'owne's  Readers,  generally  advertising  the  firm. 
Making  a  marked  success  in  this  branch  of  the 
trade,  he  was  offered  a  position  with  the  firm 
and  gained  so  good  an  insight  into  the  business 
while  with  them,  that  in  1850  he  went  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  tlie  eity  of  Rochester,  doing  a 
wliolesale  and  retail  and  publishing  business.    The 


firm  name  was  Wanzer,  Beardsley  &  Co.  Thus 
established,  he  felt  himself  justified  in  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibilities  of  matrimonial  life. 

.January  22,  1860,  Mr.  Kerr  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Polly  P.  Phelps  and  in  Rocliester 
he  made  his  home  and  was  engaged  in  business  . 
imtil  the  time  of  his  going  to  Detroit  in  1854. 
At  the  last-named  place  he  established  a  publishing 
house  under  the  firm  name  of  Kerr,  Doughty  & 
Lapliam  and  conducted  a  wholesale  and  retail 
business  in  books,  first  locating  on  Jeffei-son  Avenue 
and  afterward  on  Woodward  Avenue.  While 
still  thus  connected  he  secured  the  contract  for 
furnishing  the  State  with  stationery.  Recogniz- 
ing an  opening  for  Uie  right  kind  of  men  foi' 
securing  the  Stote  work,  Mr.  Kerr  sold  out  his 
interests  in  Detroit  and  came  to  Lansing  in  1859. 
He  purchased  the  State  printing  oflice  and  secured 
Rufus  Hosmer  as  partner;  after  Mr.  Hosmer's 
death  it  was  continued  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kerr  <fe  Co.  The  company  conti'acted  to  do  all  the 
State  printing  and  binding  and  our  subject  built 
the  block  afterward  used  by  the  State  Republican. 
I'rior  to  his  death  Mr.  Kerr  had  built  up  a  tliriving 
business  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  city  and  State. 

A  man  whose  capabilities  were  early  recognized, 
Mr.  Kerr  was  quickly  puslied  to  the  front  in  the 
otHeial  management  of  the  city.  He  was  elected 
Mayor  of  T^ansing,  being  the  second  to  serve  in 
tliat  capacity  after  the  incorporation  of  the  muni- 
cipality: prior  to  this  he  had  been  Supervisor  of 
the  township.  The  town  being  so  new  at  the  time 
he  was  Mayor,  very  few  improvements  had  been 
made,  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of  inaugurat- 
ing a  new  system  of  beautifying  streets  and  mak- 
ing the  city  generally  more  attractive.  He  caused 
the  double  rows  of  trees  to  be  set  on  the  sti-eets, 
the  latter  to  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  grade  and 
in  many  other  ways  improving  the  place.  Mr. 
Kerr  was  the  first  property  owner  to  introduce 
gas  into  his  house  and  office  as  an  illuminating 
agent,  manufacturing  his  own  supply  and  on  his 
own  premises. 

On  first  coming  to  the  city  and  before  bringing 
his  family  hitiier  our  subject  purchased  the  block 
located  on  the  coi-ner  of  St.  Joseph  and  Grand 
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fSti'cets  and  liere  lie  completed  a  lint  it  me  that 
is  atill  imposing  in  size  and  st^le  of  tucliitectiiie 
It  was  tlie  lii-st  really  fine  dwelling  erwled  m  the 
city  of  Lansing  and  still  maintains  its  pieatige 
TLo  house,  which  is  Colonial  in  its  ■iiniphcitj 
thereby  acquiring  an  added  dignity  anl  elegance 
stands  on  the  southwest  eoriiei  of  the  block  and  ii 
surrounded  by  a  well  kept  and  velvet\  liwn 
shade  trees  of  choice  varieties  and  vaned  shide"-  of 
foliage,  making  the  place  an  ideal  &\Ivan  lotieat 
that  yet  is  tlie  favorite  meeting  pUec  foi  tlie  best 
classes  of  people  in  the  city.  Tlie  pailoi''  of  tin 
I>eautif ul  liome,  presided  o^  ei  b^  a  ihii  ming 
hostess,  have  Ijeen  the  scene  foi  man>  i !  on  m  t 
and  here  the  choicest  spirits  hiv<  met  tanging 
in   natnre   "from    gi'ave    to    g-n     fiom    In  th    to 

Mr.  Kerr  was  ever  an  active  business  man;  he 
managed  successfully  a  large  amount  of  real  estate 
and  realised  from  that  a  handsome  profit,  lie  was 
by  nature  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  person. 
During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  although  he  was 
incapacitated  for  active  service  because  of  the 
oHicial  position  lie  held  in  the  city  of  his  residence, 
he  used  his  influence  and  means  mrat  liberally  for 
the  aid  of  the  brave  soldiere  who  went  out.  Our 
subject  was  a  scholar,  his  literary  taste  in  literature 
was  of  the  most  refined  and  cultured  character. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  possessor  of  a 
very  fine  library,  volumes  selected  with  care  at 
different  times  during  his  career;  most  of  these 
were  liandsoraely  lionnd  by  liimself.  Cionspicuous 
among  the  large  number  of  liooks  included  in  liis 
library  are  the  works  of  tlie  Itiitish  jioeta,  finely 
bound  in  one  hundred  and  sixty  volumes.  That 
he  was  a  lover  of  fiction  is  shown  by  the  many 
novels  of  the  better  class  found  on  the  shelves, 
and  among  these  are  the  Wavei-ly  novels;  Harper's 
magazines  are  also  here  found,  from  the  fii-st  num- 
ber until  the  present  time.  Ilis  tastes  as  a  biblio- 
phile are  also  shown  by  a  very  rai'e  collection  of 
old  and  valuable  works,  many  of  which  are  the 
only  editions  extant.  It  is,  all  in  all,  not  simply 
a  large  library,  but  a  very  rare  collection.  Altliough 
as  a  youth  he  had  not  the  advantages  of  higher 
collegiate  work,  he  was  at  the  time  of  Iiis  death  a 
highly  educated  man,  so  made  hy  his  own  efforts, 


having  been  thiougliout  life  a  great  and  discrim- 
inatiug  leader  and  student. 

Mr  Keir  a  useful  caieer  on  earth  was  suddenly 
ended  Juh  i"*  ISCS  while  returning  from  St. 
Catheiinci  wheie  he  had  been  for  his  health.  His 
de^th  took  place  m  one  of  the  coaches  of  the  Gi'cftt 
Weitern  Railroad  ntni  London,  Canada.  He  was 
hrought  to  Lansing  and  with  the  greatest  honors 
and  defeience  that  could  be  shown  by  his  associ- 
ates iKith  in  luBincss  life  and  social  relations, amid 
I  gieat  concoui^e  of  jwople,  who  wei-e  assembled 
to  pay  the  list  tiibute  of  i-espect  to  one  of  the 
men  who  hid  done  so  much  to  make  a  reputation 
foi  all  that  IS  desiiable  lu  tlie  capital  city,  of  Mich- 
igan his  hod)  was  luteired  in  tlie  Lansing  cenic- 
teiy  Align  t  1  1H68  Being  a  member  botli  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  tlic 
Masons,  the  ceremonial  was  conducted  with  tlio 
ix>mp  and  solemnity  for  which  these  orders  are 
conspicuous.  Politically  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party  he  was  one  .of  the  first  men  to  aid  its  growth 
ill  this  State  and  was  always  thereafter  recognized 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  party. 

Our  subject's  wife,  who  wa.s  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Phelps,  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  January  27,  1827.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Deacon  Israel  and  Ruth  (Hawley)  Phelps,  and 
received  her  education  at  the  Auburn  (N.  Y.,) 
Female  Seminary.  She  is  a  bright  and  intellectual 
woman  of  varied  accomplishments  and  lai-ge  cajja- 
hilities  and  was  of  great  assistance  to  Mr.  Kerr  in 
his  business  career.  Even  before  their  marriage 
she  assisted  him  financially  so  that  he  was  enabled 
to  take  the  stand  in  commei-cial  life  tlwit  be 
acquired.  She  is  a  woman  of  large  artistic  taste 
and  instinct  and  the  credit  of  the  ])lans  that  made 
his  home  so  lieautiful  belongs  in  no  small  degree 
to  her.  She  has  decorated  it  and  taken  ber  part  as 
hostess  so  well  that  it  is  one  of  tlie  noted  resorts  of 
tliis  [Mirt  of  tlie  State  for  men  and  women  of  cul- 
ture and  intelligence. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mre,  Kerr  one  ciiild 
survives,  by  name  Elizabetli  R.  She  is  now  Mrs. 
Dr.  Hull,  of  Gettysburg,  S.  Dak.,  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Ergo  Cliarles  and  Otlio.  Mrs. 
Kerr's  children  who  died  are  Charles  E.,  who  sur- 
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vivod  liis  father's  deatli  rtve  years  and  passed 
away  while  in  tlie  flower  of  liis  young  manhood 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  a  little  daiigli- 
ter,  Mary  1'.,  who  was  taken  away  when  only  six 
montlis  of  age,  Mi-s.Kerr  is  a  member  of  tlie  First 
Presbyterian  Ciiureh  and  lias  been  so  connected 
for  many  yeare,  her  training  1)eing  Inrgelj-  depen- 
dent xipon  her  chm-eh  relations,  as  lier  parents  were 
devoted  members  of  that  Ijody. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  !i|)[)i.'ars  n  hllifi- 
grapliic  porti-ait  of  Mr.  Kerr. 


\  RS.  ELIZAIIETII  RARNIIOISK.  Among 
the  tliorong-it -going  taiiueis  of  I  ivm^ton 
i  County  there  arc  «  nnmbei  of  ladies,  who 
having  been  united  in  tlieu  eiil>  dajs  to 
men  of  character  and  enteipiise  engaged  m  the 
business  of  farming,  and  now  having  been  widowed 
ai-edevoting  themselves  iinflmihingh  and  with  a 
good  degree  of  success  to  the  business  of  agiicnl 
ture.  As  they  have  learned  the  bu'<iness  b\  taking 
a  partner's  interest  in  it  during  the  liapp^  dai*  of 
their  manied  life,  they  aic  admiiablj  adapted  to 
caiTying  it  on  independently 

Mrs.  Barahouse  is  one  of  these  women  fainieis 
and  is  establishing  an  excellent  lepiitition  foi 
thoroughness  and  success.  '>he  was  bom  in  I\nn- 
sylvania  in  1816  and  the  good  man  to  whom  she 
was  united  in  marriage  was  a  native  of  Ohio,lieing 
torn  in  tlie  same  year  as  herself.  His  name  was 
Abncr  Barnhonse.  Mre.  Rarnliouse  was  twenty- 
two  years  old  when  she  came  in  her  maideiiliood 
to  Oliio,  and  she  was  thei-e  united  with  Mi-.  Harn- 
house  in  mai-riage. 

The  young  couple  were  not  contented  witJi  their 
life  in  Ohio  and  decided  to  come  faj'ther  West, and 
having  heard  of  Michigan  as  a  land  of  promise, 
they  made  their  way  to  tins  State.  To  their  home 
came  six  children,  two  daughters  and  four  sons; 
Susannah,  now  deceas*'d;  Oliver  mari-ied  Ella  R. 
Brown,  who  has  jiresented  him  with  three  children: 
Emma  C,  Alta  R.  and  Millie  M.;  John,   who  was 


born  in  1853  and  is  still  making  his  home  with  his 
mother;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  was  born  in  1865; 
Mary  A.,  born  in  1856,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
mother  and  brother;  George  W.,  born  in  1857,  who 
is  xinman-ied  and  at  home. 

Tlic  parents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  and  Catli- 
erine  (Rudaseal)  Miller,  botli  of  wliom  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  pai-ents  of  eleven 
children,  four  daughters  and  seven  sons,  and  our 
subject  was  the  fli-st-born.  Her  brothers  and  sisters 
are:  David,  deceased;  Mary  M.,  now  the  wife  of 
John  Runicr  and  the  mother  of  two  children; 
Ileniy  married  L.  Miller,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children;  Peter,  Daniel,  Michael,  Eva,  Mary  Ann, 
William  and  John, 

Upon  lier  estate  Mrs.  Bamhouse  is  carrying  on 
genei-al  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  care 
of  sheep.  Her  home  is  sulistautial  and  attractive 
and  the  oiithuildmga  are  excellent  and  sufficient  in 
both  numbei  and  eai>acit>  foi  accommodating  the 
woik  of  the  faim  Tlie  Republican  partj  received 
the  heatty  endoiscment  of  Mi  I^mhouse  and  he 
trained  up  Jus  aoui  m  the  principle'?  which  are 
embodied  m  the  plitfonn  of  thtt  piitj,  but  in 
these  da>s  the  sons  feel  that  the  saloon  question 
outweighs  to  them  the  mattera  of  taiiff  and  the 
other  bnmhes  of  politicil  economy  which  arc  in 
dispute  between  the  old  piities,  and  have  placed 
tlunisehcs  m  the  lanks  of  the  Piohibitionists, 


%>^r<l 


■HS  T.  IIYNF.     ] 
icile  the  events  ii 


gives  lis  pleasure  to 
tlie  career  of  a  man 


■^^'  whose  tendencies  have  always  been  in  an 
upward  direction.  We  frequently  associate  chance 
with  success,  but  the  etymology  of  the  word  allows 
no  such  association.  Success  is  that  which  ci-owns 
achievement,  and  there  must  be  vigor  and  force  to 
achieve.  He  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  a  suc- 
cessful man,  not  only  in  a  business  way,  intimating 
that  lie  has  attained  a  good  linancial  standing,  but 
by  rising  to  the  best  ideal  that  we  have  of  manliness. 
He  is  endowed  with  a  bright  intellect,'  and  clear, 
quick  peree[)tive  faculties;  a  business  man  of  no 
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mean  calibre  and  one  who  is  lield  in  the  higliest  es- 
teem by  his  friends  and  associates. 

Mr.  Ilyne,  who  has  fov  more  than  fifty  years 
been  a  resident  of  Brighton  Townsliip,  Livingston 
County,  is  a  native  of  Prussia  and  was  bom  in 
the  village  of  Somei'ta,  near  Alfoot,  in  Saxony, 
September  21,  1824.  His  father,  Godfrey  Hyiie, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  country  and  locality,  and 
was  by  calling  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  witli  his  family  in  1840.  He 
landed  in  New  York  after  a  tedious  voyage  of 
twelve  weeks  on  tlie  ocean.  Tliree  weclcs  later  lie 
arrived  in  Detroit  witli  his  family,  and  from  this 
place  lie  came  direct  to  Livingston  County,  set- 
tling in  Brighton  Townsliip  where  he  pui-cliased  one 
hundi-ed  and  sixty  acres  of  virgin  forest  land. 

At  the  time  of  the  advent  of  onr  subject's  father 
in  this  county,  tl»ere  were  but  veiy  few  settlere 
in  the  townsliii).  A  log  liouse  was  soon  built  and 
in  that  the  family  lived  for  several  years.  The 
forests  abounded  in  wild  game,  and  Indians  fi-c- 
quently  visited  the  settlement.  Godfrey  Hyne 
was  an  industrious,  hard  working  man  and  we'l 
educated,  although  suffering  a  disadvantage  in  this 
country  from  his  imperfect  knowledge  of  EnglisJi. 
He  was,  however,  thoroughly  eonvei-sant  with  bus- 
iness methods.  He  lived  to  clear  and  imprave  a 
considerable  tract  of  land,  and  died  May  II,  IS74, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  four-score  yeai-s.  He  was  a 
zealous  Christian  and  a  lifelong  meml>er  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Our  subject's  mother  bore  the  maid- 
en name  of  Mary  Tietman-  She  was  a  native  of 
the  same  place  as  was  her  husband.  She  was  the 
mother  of  live  children,  and  feeling  that  her  work 
on  earth  was  well  done,  her  decease  took  place  in 
March  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  Hyne's  eldest  brother,  Godfrey,  was  a  natural 
mechanic.  He  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  also  that  of  a  millwright,  but  died  in  1842,  two 
yeare  after  coming  to  this  country.  William  the 
second  brother,  and  entered  the  King's  service  early 
in  life.  He  was  promoted  from  one  position  to 
another  until  he  finally  became  Police  Judge  for 
the  city  of  Northausen,  which  position  was  filled 
with  credit  until  a  few  yeara  ago,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  old  ag*.  The  fourth  brother  or  the 
one  younger  than  our  subject  who  is  tlie  tliird   in 


order  of  birth,  lYoderick  C,  is  now  a  retired  busi- 
ness man  living  in  Fowlerville.  The  fifth  a  daugh- 
ter Annie,  is  deceased.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
reared  in  his  native  villiagc  where  also  he  at- 
tended school  from  the  ages  of  five  to  fourteen 
years,  inclusive.  He  was  about  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  the  New  World  with  his  par- 
ents and  already  possessed  a  fair  education.  Quick 
to  learn  he  soon  conquered  the  idioms  of  the  Eng- 
lish language.  He  assumed  the  management  of 
his  father's  affairs,  transacting  the  business  of  what- 
ever nature  in  his  own  name. 

In  those  early  days  the  family  were  hampered  for 
means  and  had  to  practice  the  utmost  economy  to 
get  along.  The  country  was  new  and  there  was 
very  little  money  current,  nearly  all  business  being 
trade.  Young  Hyne  was  a  youtli  of  indomitable 
pluck  and  energy,  but  had  hardly  gotten  started 
on  the  road  of  success,  when  he  wae  arrested  in  his 
career  by  a  sunstroke,  which  so  prosti-ated  liim  that 
for  several  years  he  was  under  the  care  of  a  physi- 
cian, during  the  most  of  which  time  he  was  unable 
to  do  hard  work,  although  he  was  not  idle.  A  fol- 
lower of  tlie  goddess  Diana,  he  spent  much  time  in 
luinting,  and  kept  liis  family  supplied  with  the 
must  delicate  venison,  and  bearmeat.  He  also  be- 
came a  skillful  ti'apper  and  secured  a  large  amount 
of  fur,  for  which  he  found  a  ready  market  at  rem- 
uuei'ative  prices.  During  the  summer  he  carried 
on  farming,  doing  his  trapping  in  the  winter  sea- 
son. 

That  was  a  day  when  nearly  eveiy  one  owned 
his  own  land,  and  our  subject  was  not  behind  the 
others  in  tliis.  He  purehased  land,  cleared  it  and 
added  more,  but  never  went  into  debt  beyond  his 
means.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  August, 
1847,  to  Miss  Henne  L,  Westplial,  a  native  of  the 
Fatlierland,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with 
her  itarents  about  1844.  This  resulted  in  the  birtii 
of  eight  children  whose  names  are  as  follow^s:  Wil- 
liam, Frederick,  Harriet,  Celia,  Franklin,  Louisa, 
Amelia  and  Anna.  William  married  and  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer  in  this  township.  Frederick  is  at 
the  head  of  a  home  of  his  own  and  manages  an  ex- 
tensive business  of  his  own.  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
C.  H.  tVancis,  Esq.  a  prominent  attorney  in  Bay 
City.     Cclia  is  the   wife   of  James  McNamara,  a 
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farmer  in  Genoa  Township.  Franklin  Las  a  home 
of  Ilia  own  and  lives  on  a  fai-m  in  Brighton  Town- 
ship. Louisa  is  tlie  wife  of  Jolin  Carter,  a  farmer 
in  Marion  Township.  Amelia  and  Anna  are  al 
home. 

Politically,  the  original  of  our  sketeh  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  lias  been  prominent 
and  influential  in  the  conncils  of  his  paity,  he  has 
never  had  time  to  properly  attend  to  the  duties  of 
public  otflee  and  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  one.  He  has  been  a  Mason  for  thirty  years 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Cliai> 
ter  andCommandery.  As  a  farmer  he  has  been 
remarkably  successful.  He  has  cleared  and  highly 
improved  a  large  ti-act  of  land.  He  owned  a  mag- 
niiicent  farm  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  in  Brighton 
Township,  in  one  body  but  divided  it  among 
his  children.  He  has  also  owned  at  vai-ious  times 
several  farms  in  other  localities.  As  a  atock-i-aiser 
he  has  endeavored  to  excel,  always  breeding  only 
the  best. 

About  the  time  the  Detroit,  Lansing  &  North- 
ern railroad  was  built  through  Brighton,  the  lirm 
of  C  T.  llyne  &  Son  built  a  large  elevator  and 
until  a  year  or  so  past,  bought  and  8hipi)cd  a  vast 
amount  of  grain,  wool  etc.  Tlie  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  has  recently  retired  from  the  active 
management  of  his  aflfairs,  and  with  his  family  has 
moved  to  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Bi'ighton,  hav- 
ing given  the  care  of  almost  all  of  his  property  into 
the  hands  of  his  sons.  Now  that  he  lias  arrived 
at  an  age  when  he  can  with  complacency  look 
back  upon  his  career,  and  realizes  the  obstacles  tliat 
he  has  had  to  sui-mount  in  order  to  attain  liit.  pres- 
ent position,  it  is  evident  that  he  is  eminently  a 
self  made  man  and  in  every  respect  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.  He  began  life  withoutmeans 
and  early  assumed  cares  too  heavy  for  young 
shoulders.  He  has  undergone  some  very  severe 
trials,  especially  in  his  pioneer  days,  Imt  on  the  out- 
set of  his  career,  he  came  to  the  detenni nation  to 
succeed  in  spit«  of  everything,  and  he  has  not  been 
disappointed.  Whatever  he  k  lias  undei-taken  he 
has  accomplished  and  has  never  knonn  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "to  fail".  A  man  of  remarkable 
foresight  and  excellent  judgment,  his  progress 
during  the  early  part  of  his  life  was  alow  but  suie. 


f ; 


The  rule  in  hu*  business  has  been  to  go  as  far  as 
his  means  would  permit,  but  no  farther.  It  has 
moreover,  l>ecn  a  marked  trait  to  his  character,  that 
he  carefully  lialunced  every  subject,  and  arrived  at 
a  logical  conclusion  before  undertaking  any  enter- 
prise. In  liiM  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  he  has 
been  upright  and  honoi'able,  and  ha.s  ever  done 
unto  others  as  he  would  wish  to  be  done  by.  In 
1H78  he  visited  his  mother  country,  and  although 
the  lies  of  consanguinty  are  strong,  his  pride  and 
loyalty  is  in  his  adopted  land.  He  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  an  American  citizen.  Our  subject's 
wife  and  daughters  are  mcinbci's  of  tlie  Evangeli- 
cal Cluireh, 


ij  KWIS  KKTCIUlM.  Tliis  icspcutcrt  citizen 
of  ('ohoctah  Township,  Livingston  Coimty, 
born  December  18,  1830,  in  Hanover, 
Clermany,  and  is  the  only  one  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  who  came  to  the  United  Htates.  He 
received  a  good  German  education,  and  after 
coming  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of  1849  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Livingston  County.  In  Aug- 
ust of  that  year  he  had  left  Germany  for  the  New 
World,  and  lie  landed  in  New  York  City  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  September,  coming  directly  to  Michi- 
gan, and  settling  in  the  township  of  Brighton, 
Livingston  County.  His  fortune  in  hand  was 
about  ^35,  and  he  soon  set  to  work  to  |)iftce  him- 
self in  an  independent  position. 

After  working  for  about  four  ycaia  for  neigh- 
boring farmers,  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter, which  he  followed  until  I8«2.  In  1865  ho 
liad  bought  eighty  aei-es  of  land  on  section  18, 
Cohoctah  Township,  and  the  following  year  he 
moved  onto  this  farm  and  entered  upon  the  work 
of  foiling  the  trees,  clearing  the  land  of  stumps, 
and  cultivating  and  improving  the  farm.  Upon 
it  he  placed  handsome  faim  buildings,  which 
aie  an  ornament  to  the  township. 

Mr,  Ketchum  was  married  February  3,  1857,  to 
Blaiy  Hyne,  who  was  bom  in  Prussia,  in  the  city 
of   Erpel,  February   3,  1839.    Her  parents,  God- 
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frid  and  Elinor  (Ilafland)  Ilyne.  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  tlie  township  of 
Brighton,  this  county.  Tlie  father  died  in  1842, 
leaving  one  cliild,  and  his  widow  somewhat 
later  married  F.  G.  Ci-osman,  by  wliomshe  lias  two 
children.  Tliey  are  connected  with  the  Lutlieran 
Chui-ch.  The  ftve  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
KetcUiim  are  Helen,  wife  of  .Tohn  Hendricks, 
Adolph  C,  Herman  G.,  Edgar  F.  and  Fred  1^. 
Mrs.  Ketcliiim  is  an  earnest  and  devot«d  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Chiii-ch. 

Godfrid  Hyne  was  the  son  of  Godfrid  and 
Mary  Hyne,  who  had  four  sons  and  one  daugliier. 
William  remained  behind  in  Gei-many,  and  the  re- 
mainder came  to  this  country,  namely:  Hannah, 
who  died  in  BriglitoJi  luid  left  one  child,  Charles 
T.,  and  Fred. 


-r^^-r^ 


ellARLES  J.  IIOIXIE,  isa  fanner i-esiding on 
section  12,  Ilarlaiid  Town8hi|t,  Livingston 
County.  He  is  a  nativu  of  this  State,  hav- 
ing been  bom  in  Southfield  Township,  Oakland 
County,  August  9,  1837.  Our  subject's  father  w.is 
Jonathan  O.  Hodge,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
was  reared  in  Vermont,  going  there  with  his  iiarents 
at  the  tender  age  of  three  years.  He  came  to  Micli- 
igan  in  1834,  and  located  in  Southfleld  Township, 
Oakland  County,  where  he  took  up  land  from  the 
Government,  dealing  the  ])lace  in  that  desolate 
way  which  was  necessary  to  early  settlers,  ciiopping 
down  the  timber,  and  leaving  a  forest  of  charred 
and  blackened  stumps  in  the  cleared  spaces,  that 
when  not  draped  and  covered  with  the  vines  and 
flowers  of  summer,  presented  a  forlorn  and  dreary 
as[)ect.  He  built  thereon  a  little  log  house  and 
lived  there  for  a  time,  Anally  moving  to  Tyrone 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  for  ten  yoai-s 
he  worked  the  farm  on  shores,  finally  buying  tlic 
place  where  he  now  resides. 

■  Our  subject's  present  home  lK>re  no  improve- 
ments whatever  upon  his  advent  hither.  For 
years  be  bent  his  efforts  to  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing the   land  and  remained  there  as  long  as  he 


lived,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 
Jonathan  Hodge  was  a  Republican.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  before  her  maiTiage  a  Miss  Betsy  Fall, 
a  native  of  Ohio  who  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1826.  Her  father  was  John  Fall,  a  nat- 
ive of  Massachusetts.  He  was  one  of  the  early 
settlei's  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  sirent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Our  subject's  mother  lived 
to  be  flfty-six  yeai-s  of  age.  She  and  her  husband 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  daughter 
and  three  sons.  lie  of  whom  we  write  is  the  first 
son  and  only  surviving  one.  His  sister  Lydia,wlio 
is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Seover,  resides  in  Highland 
Township,  Oakland  County. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  eight  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Livingston  County  with  his 
parents.  His  flret  school  days  were  spent  in  Sotith- 
fiehl  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  he  finished 
his  education  after  coming  to  Hartland  Township, 
Livingston  County.  He  remained  with  liis  parents 
until  their  decease  and  maiTied  Januai-y  1, 1862, 
in  Oakland  County,  a  lady  whose  maiden  name 
was  Chloe  Cole,  a  native  of  the  place  where  she  was 
married,  having  been  bom  in  Highland  Township, 
^'ovember  13,  1839.  She  was  one  of  twins.  Her 
parents,  Orin  and  Tamar  (Firman)  Cole,  came  to 
Michigan  in  1834,  and  located  in  Oakland  County, 
where  the  father  still  resides,  llie  mother  died  at 
about  eighty-two  years  of  age  in  1883. 

Mr.  Hodge  has  lived  on  the  plHce  which  he  now 
occupies,  ever  since  his  father  fli-st  located  here. 
He  has  a  farm  of  two  hundred  aci-es  the  greater 
Ijart  of  which  is  improved,  one  hundred  and 
seventy-two  acres  being  under  cultivation.  They 
have  a  good,  comfortable  home  and  a  beautiful 
place  tliat  shows  the  cultivation  of  yeai-s.  There 
are  fine  fruit  ti'ees  and  choice  shade  trees  that  give 
the  fai-m  an  attractive  and  pleasant  as[>ect.  Our 
subject  has  two  flue  barns.  The  fli-st  one  was  built 
in  1862  at  a  cost  of  *450.  It  is  34xfi0  feet  in 
dimensions.  The  second  barn  he  built  in  1885,  at 
a  cost  of  $900.  It  is  34x64  feet  in  dimension.  He 
keejjs  a  good  grade  of  stock,  making  a  si)ecialty  of 
dealing  in  slioep,  having  some  [jarticularly  fine 
gi-ades.  He  of  whom  we  write  votes  the  straight 
IJepubUcan  ticket,  but  feels  that  his  duty  is  done 
when  his  vote  is  cast  tor  the  man  he  thinks  most 
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fittiug  fov  tlie  office  in  question.  He  lias  no  ambi- 
tion to  he  an  office  Iiolder  liimself.  Socially  lie 
belongs  to  Fenton  Lodge  No.  109,  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 


ylLIJAM  i'EARSON.  It  is  iLiuloiilituiUy  ;i 
gi-eat  satisfaction  to  a  man  who  lias 
i-eaclied  years  of  maturity  to  look  back 
over  a  life  spent  in  struggles  to  do  well  for  his 
family  and  his  fellow-men,  to  feel  that  tliose  efforts 
have  been  recognized  by  friends  and  eliiidren,  and 
to  have  the  assurance  that  he  has  made  the  moft 
of  life  and  that  the  world  is  lietter  for  hi'i  having 
lived  in  it. 

Our  subject  wa.s  bom  Ai)ril  3,  1839,  in  Uurliam 
County,  England,  where  his  fatlier,  AVilliam,  and 
his  mother,  Sarah  Anu  (Blackbm-n)  I'oai-son,  were 
also  boi-n.  The  grandfather.  Robert  Peai-son,  had 
a  large  family  of  childron,  ei^lit  in  all,  namely: 
William,  George,  Richard,  Robert,  John,  Jlaiy, 
Betsey  and  lillizabeth.  They  were  all  born  in 
England,  but  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Milford  Township,  Oakland  County,  where  the 
fatlier  was  the  second  pioneer.  lie  was  a  man  of 
means  and  entered  over  one  thousand  acres  of 
land,  giving  to  each  of  his  ehildi-en  a  farm  of 
eighty  arres  with  a  yoke  of  cattle,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  a«rea  without. 

The  grandfather  of  oiu-  suliject  wjia  a  local  miu- 
ist^^r  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscoiml  Church  and  prob- 
ably pi-eached  more  funeral  sermons  in  that 
vicinity  than  any  other  minister  of  that  day.  He 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  yeare. 
Ills  first  wife  died  m  Milford  Townahii)  and  he 
there  married  his  second  companion. 

William  Pearson,  Sr.,  came  from  the  mother 
country  in  1845,  consuming  some  nine  weekf  in 
the  ocean  jmssage  from  J^iverpool  to  (Juebec. 
Fi-om  that  city  he  came  directly  to  Detroit  and 
then  teamed  it  to  Hfilford,  where  lie  settled  on 
eightyacres  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-seven,  in  November,  1888,    He 


had  a  family  of  nix  diildi'di,  one  of  whom  died  at 
Detroit  while  on  the  journey,  and  the  family  com- 
pleted their  mournful  journey  to  the  new  home, 
bringing  witli  them  the  dear  foi-m  of  the  departed 
child  tliat  they  might  bury  it  at  Milford,  The 
surviving  children  are  Robert,  Cleoi^e,  William, 
Joshua  and  Mary. 

Befoi-e  the  death  of  tlie  father  he  hail  accumu- 
lated a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  anil  sixty  acres, 
and  he  was  a  man  of  value,  not  only  in  a  financial 
way,  but  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  very 
active,  serving  as  a  Steward  through  all  of  his 
m.inhood  years.  His  faithfid  wife  departed  tliis 
life  in  the  fall  of  1865. 

Our  subject  came  to  the  United  States  with  his 
parents,  and  coming  up  the  St.  I-awrence  River  he 
fell  overboard  and  came  near  ending  his  eai-eer  by 
drowning,  but  was  rescued  by  an  Indian  sailor, 
with  whom  lie  exchanged  locks  of  hair  and  whom 
he  keeiJS  in  grateful  memory.  He  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  and  at  twenty-one  began 
for  himself,  working  for  neighboring  farmers  by 
tiie  month  until  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he 
started  ont  with  two  neighbor  boys  for  California, 
traveling  by  way  of  New  York  City  and  Panama. 
Ill  the  land  of  the  snuset  lie  worked  as  a  farmer 
for  one  year  for  $360.  llie  second  year  he  re- 
ceived «450  and  the  third  year  $650.  By  strict 
economy  lie  managed  to  get  .along  with  very  little 
of  his  wages,  di'awing  only  enough  t<t  clothe  him- 
self, and  then  put  his  money  into  renting  liis  em- 
ployer's farm,  upon  which  he  thus  worked  during 
tlie  fourth  year.  As  his  croi>s  failed  he  lost  all 
tliat  he  had  saved,  but  during  the  fifth  year  he 
took  the  farm  on  sluires  and  being  now  successful 
made  ^2,600,  witli  which  in  currency,  he  returned 
to  the  East. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  the  young  man  i-etunie<i 
to  Milford  and  bought  eighty  aci-es  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 24,  Tyrone  Townshij),  Livingston  County, 
which  was  mostly  timber  land.  He  set  to  work  to 
fell  the  trees,  clear  out  the  stum])s  and  raise  ci'ops, 
in  all  of  which  he  was  eminently  successful.  He 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  ninety  aeres  on  sec- 
tions 24  and  25,  .and  all  of  it  is  in  a  well  improved 
condition.    Tlic  beautiful   hom^  of  Jlr. 
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was  for  years  presided  over  by  a  lady  wlio  was 
formerly  known  as  Miss  Rhoda  Aigeo,  daughter 
of  Lewis  and  Ann  Algeo.  Sbe  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  October  16,  1867,  and  to  her  were 
granted  three  bright  and  interesting  children, 
Lewis,  Mittie  and  Sarah,  Mittie  died  at  the  age 
of  live  years  and  the  mother  passed  from  eartli  in 
November,  1888,  and  will  long  be  remembered  as 
a  woman  of  earnest  Christian  character  and  an 
active  member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh. 
In  tliis  same  religious  body  Mr.  Peai«on  has  been 
an  active  worker  for  twentj-  years,  and  in  politics 
he  is  an  earnest  and  stanch  Republican,  His  sec- 
ond marriage  took  place  in  October,  1889,  and  he 
was  then  united  with  Isabel,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mary  IloUiday,  whose  many  earnest  and  lovely 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  are  higltly  appreciated 
by  those  wlio  know  her. 


^^^^S-^-f^l^^i 


JOHN  T.  CARMKR.  Tlie  name  of  bim  of 
whom  we  write  belongs  to  a  good  old 
Holland  family  tliat  transferred  its  loy- 
alty to  tlie  adopted  c-ountry  in  early  days, 
some  of  the  leprescntatives  of  tlie  family  having 
fought  in  the  war  in  which  America  gained  her  in- 
dependence. Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Bethiah  (Turner)  Carmer.  The  paternal  grandsire, 
AbraJiam  Carmer,  came  from  Holland  and  settled 
in  New  Jersey  as  a  farmer.  He  died  in  New  York, 
having  been  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

The  grandsire  who  sheds  tlie  lustre  u^TOn  the 
name  of  his  descendants  as  one  who  hazarded  all 
for  the  sake  of  his  adopted  land,  was  twice  mar- 
ried. He,  by  his  first  wife,  had  two  children, 
namely:  John  and  Daniel.  His  second  wife  bore 
him  five  children,  of  whom  three  were  daugh- 
ter. Like  most  of  his  connti-ymen,  he  belonged  in 
religious  matters  to  the  Reformed  Dutcli  Chui-ch. 
Our  subject's  father  was  bom  September  3,  1789, 
in  New  Jersey,  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  He  was 
married  in  early  manhood  to  Bethiah  Turner  and 
became  the  father  of  eleven  cliildren,  of  whom  ten 
lived  to   maturity.      They    are:  Sarah,  Abraham, 


Cornelia,  Naomi,  John  T.,  Ira,  Estlier,  Ann  E.,  James 
J.  and  William.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  Mrs. 
Ford;  Comelia  married  Mr.  Henry;  Naomi  is 
the  widow  of  Russell  Palmer;  Ira  served  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  tiie  Twenty-lirst 
Michigan  Infantiy;  Esther  married  Mr.  Ekkart; 
Anne  E.  is  now  Mrs.  Ix)ve;  James  J,  served  his 
country  for  four  yeare  in  the  Seventh  Michigan 
Infantry. 

When  a  young  man  Daniel  Carmer  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  New  York,  where  he  met 
his  wife.  They  were  maiTied  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  thence  removed  to  Erie  County,  subse- 
quently to  Chautauqua  County,  of  the  same  State, 
and  from  that  place  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.  In 
July,  1849,  our  subject  set  out  by  wagon  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  Mich.,  being  ten  daj-s  on  the 
road.  He  located  with  his  family  on  section  10, 
Tyrone  Township,  on  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  bent  every  effort  towai-d  improv- 
ing. He  worked  at  a  great  disadvantage,  having 
been  a  cripple  all  his  life.  Since  coming  to  this 
State  our  subject  has  had  charge  of  the  farm  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  his  place  belong 
to  the  ori^al  homestead.  He  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  upon  whicli  he  has  placed  the  best 
improvements,  A  view  of  the  estate  appears  on 
another  page. 

Mr.  Carmer  has  always  stood  liigh  in  tlie  regard 
of  tlie  community  as  is  testified  by  the  fact  that  he 
has  been  appointed  to  a  number  of  township  of- 
fices. He  has  sei-vcd  as  Constable  and  Clerk,  and 
for  six  years  was  Supervisor.  A  Democrat  in 
IKilitics,  he  has  associated  himself  only  with  tlie 
honorable  and  reliable  men  who  seek  for  the  good 
of  the  countjy  and  tlie  elevation  of  the  people. 
Unhappily  the  educational  advantages  he  enjoyed 
were  but  limited,  but  he  has  been  gifted  with  a 
large  amount  of  common  sense  that  has  helped  him 
in  the  difficult  positions  of  life  where  fine-spun 
theory  would  have  failed.  He  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  belonging  to  the  lodge 
at  Fen  ton. 

Mr.  Carmer  has  some  interesting  recollections 
of  pioneer  days,  for  being  virtually  the  head  of 
the  household  at  an  early  age,  responsibility  de- 
veloped his  youthful  perceptions  and  he  was  a  re- 
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fleetive  man  at  au  age  wlien  moat  boys,  think  only 
of  the  hghter  side  of  life.  He  i-elates  that  he  used 
often  to  drive  to  IJetroit  witli  an  ox-ttam,  that 
being  tlie  nearest  accessible  market,  -uid  tliit  tlit 
journey  occupied  four  and  live  dajH  at  a  timt 
when  it  was  not  .'tlways  safe  to  be  on  tin  lonth 
road. 


e HARLEM  K.  DUNSTON,  who  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
Cohoctfth  Townsliip,  Livingston  County, 
was  born  in  Groveland  Townsliip,  Oakland  County, 
Mich.,  Februaiy  5, 1844,  his  i)ai'ents  being  William 
and  Jane  (Webber)  Dunston.  He  is  of  English 
parentage,  his  father  being  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
Biiire  and  his  mother  of  Somereetsliire. 

About  the  year  1836  William  Dunston  made  up 
his  mind  to  leave  the  home  of  his  foi-efathere  in 
order  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  land  of  liberty. 
Accordingly  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
journeyed  to  this  beautiful  State  of  Michigan, 
wliere  he  established  himself  on  eighty  aei'es  of 
rich  land  and  nuide  it  his  home  until  death,  which 
ensued  in  1849.  IJefore  that  sad  event  he  had 
done  great  tilings  in  tlie  way  of  preparing  Ids  land 
for  cultivation  and  improving  it  so  tiiat  lie  was 
then  having  splendid  crops  in  tliis  new  home.  His 
faithful  wife  and  the  mother  of  his  children  long 
survived  him  and  readied  the  age  of  eighty-five 
yeaj-s,  passing  from  earth  in  the  year  1888.  Her 
five  cliildren  are  Anna,  John,  Sarah,  Charles  E.  and 
Kenjarain,  the  eldest  son  dying  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  None  others  in  the  family  connection 
except  William  and  Jane  Dunston  ever  came  to 
this  country.  Mr.  Dunston  took  a  great  interest 
in  tlie  political  affairs 'of  tliis  nation  and  allied 
himself  with  the  Whig  [mrty. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  his  education 
through  the  admirable  school  system  of  Michigan, 
wJiich  even  at  tliat  early  day  had  attained  astand- 
ing  superior  to  tliat  of  many  of  tlie  Western  States, 
llis  school  days  were  cut  short  by  family  necessi- 
ties, for  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old  hia  eldest 


bi-othei  died  and  as  the  father  had  been  called 
fiom  eaith  when  Cliarles  was  only  five  years  old 
tho  niamgcment  of  the  family  naturally  fell  upon 
him  and  he  imdertook  to  conduct  the  farming  op- 
ciitioua  llicse  he  earned  on  until  the  dale  of  his 
m  image 

At  that  time  Mr.  Dunston  decided  to  come  to 
Livingston  County  and  hero  he  pui-ehased  eighty 
acres  on  section  19,  Cohoctah  Township.  From 
this  he  cleared  most  of  the  ti-ees  preparatory  to 
cultivation,  besides  putting  upon  it  excellent  build- 
ings. Ho  has  also  eighty  acres  on  section  24,  Con- 
way Township,  and  on  both  of  these  he  cai-ries  on 
general  farming  and  from  them  he  derives  such 
rich  and  varied  ci-ops  as  the  climate  and  soil  of 
Michigan  liave  made  possible.  His  success  is  due 
to  his  system,  perscvei'ance  and  industry,  as  he 
started  out  without  means  and  has  had  to  atLiin 
his  success  in  the  liardest  way. 

In  Mai-eh,  1865,  Mr.  Dunston  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  joining  Company  A,  Sev- 
enth Michigan  Cavalry.  As  the  war  soon  tei'min- 
atod  his  service  was  neither  long  nor  sevei-e  and  he 
received  hia  honorable  discharge  in  November, 
1865,  being  mustered  out  at  Detioit  He  is  now 
on  his  third  term  as  Sui)ervisoi  of  tlit,  township 
and  is  active  in  the  Republican  rank?,  thiowing 
his  influence  and  his  vole  in  fa\oi  of  the  piinci- 
ples  which  it  represents. 

An  inteiesting  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Dunston 
took  place  the  year  after  his  ai'my  service,  as  he 
was  married  ]>ecember  9,  1866,  to  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Agatha  (Fingbinder)  Lah- 
ring.  This  lady  is  by  birtJi  a  native  of  Holly, 
Oakland  County,  and  her  [Kirents,  who  belonged 
to  the  agricultural  community,  came  from  Gei-many 
many  years  ago.  Their  five  children  are  Frederick 
Elizabeth,  Henrietta,  Charlotte  and  Sophia,  Both 
parents  died  in  Holly,  Mr.  I^hring  in  1 869  and  his 
wife  in  1868.  He  was  bom  in  1806  and  came  to 
the  United  States  when  twenty  yeai-s  old,  settling 
in  Philadelphia  where  he  lived  for  six  yeai-s,  work- 
in  a  sugar  refinery  and  came  to  Holly  in  1836.  His 
wife  was  bom  in  1810  and  came  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  They  were  both  de- 
voted and  conscientious  membere  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 
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The  [wlitical  views  of  Mr.  l^iinstun  are  such  as 
ave  expressed  in  the  declai'ation  and  platform  of 
ftc  Itepublican  party  and  while  lie  is  earnest  in 
the  advocacy  of  these  views  he  eschews  i)olitics  in 
the  popular  sense,  preferring  tlie  pleasures  of  home 
and  the  endeavore  and  industries  of  the  farm  to 
tlie  excitement  of  the  jx>litical  arena.  The  toem- 
bera  of  this  family  have  a  high  standing  among 
their  neighbors  in  a  social  way  and  their  liome  is 
the  center  of  true  neighborly  feeling  and  interest. 
This  family  have  five  children,  as  follows:  Selliu 
A.,  Florence  R,  Agatha  J.,  Wajme  E.  and  Gale  J,, 
all  are  at  home  with  their  jjarent', 

A  view  of  Mr.  Dunston's  pleasant  home  is  pre- 
sented on  another  page. 


^0^^ 


JOSEPH  1.  BUUTUAW,  a  geiiornl  farmer  and 
dealer  in  sheep,  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  aci'es  on  sections  j 
and  6.  Mei-idian  Township,  Ingham  Countj 
He  was  born  in  Ijower  Canada,  near  Montreal,  Jan 
naiy  4,  1S45.  and  is  of  French  descent.  His  pai 
cuts,  Charles  Burtraw  and  Ureiila  (Gi-avilin)  Bur- 
traw,  were  natives  of  Lower  Canada.  The  foi-mer 
was  bom  about  1815  and  is  a  miller  and  farmer  by 
occuimtion,  now  residing  in  Williamstown  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County.  Our  subject's  mother 
died  in  Missouri  about  twelve  years  ago. 

"When  Joseph  Burtraw  was  six  years  old  his 
father  removed  to  Detroit  and  followed  the  iiiililug 
business  moi-e  or  less  steadily  for  four  years.  They 
then  removed  to  Orchard  Lake  and  ran  a  faim  for 
iive  years;  while  there  our  subject  gave  his  father 
his  assistance  on  the  fai-ra.  The  family,  however, 
soon  removed  to  Lansing,  where  Joseph  remained 
until  1864,  where  he  learned  the  art  of  photo- 
graphy. He  also  worked  in  the  State  Republican 
office  for  a  time  and  was  variously  engaged  until 
he  enlisted  in  1864  and  was  sent  to  the  front.  He 
was  in  Company  F,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Michigan 
Infantry,  belonging  to  the  Second  Division  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 


serving  under  Gens,  Thomas  and  Sherman,    He 
was  in  two  battles,  Nashville  and  Wise's  Forks. 

After  coming  ont  of  the  war  our  subject  engaged 
in  farming  for  one  year  in  Meridian  Township  and 
then  went  to  Kaginaw,  where  he  acted  as  foreman 
for  the  Hon.  W.  R.  Bui-t  for  one  year,  in  cutting  a 
State  road.  He  also  worked  for  him  in  his  lum- 
ber camp.  He  next  farmed  for  three  yeara,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Missouri  and  there  bought  a 
plantation,  but  sold  it  soon  after  to  return  to  New 
York,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Ontario 
County.  Willie  tliere  he  was  employed  in  general 
farming  fuid  particularly  in  hop  culture.  This  lat- 
ter business  proved  to  be  a  pecuniary  success,  as  he 
cleared  ^2,600  the  last  summer.  With  the  proceeds 
he  returned  to  Meridian  Township  and  bought  a 
portion  of  his  present  farm. 

October  12,  1867,  the  oiTginal  of  our  sketch  was 
married  to  Henrietta  Thatcher,  of  Ontario  County, 
N  \  lie  lad'  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman 
Tlatcle  wl  o  now  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining 
tl  it  ot  o  9  b]cct  Fi-om  this  union  eight  chil- 
de  lave  bee  lorn — Ursula,  born  April  7,  1870, 
1  d  ow  the  w  ft  of  Charles  Annis;  Adell,  Sep- 
te  le  18  1  married  Will  Culver;  Ilattie,  Sep- 
tenber  18  3  esides  at  home;  Mary,  March  5, 
18  J  IS  also  at  1  ome;  Emma,  August  9,  1877,  and 
Frank,  May  31,  1880,  are  both  at  home;  Edith, 
December  11,  1888,  is  the  baby  of  the  house;  and 
Lyman,  born  January  7,  1869,  died  in  his  second 
year.  This  lai'ge  and  hannonious  family  is  delight- 
fully united  in  their  chui-ch  relations,  as  in  other 
respects.  They  are  all  connected  with  the  Pine 
Lake  Methodist  Chui-ch. 

Mr.  Bui'traw  is  united  with  several  fraternities. 
He  belongs  to  the  Masonic  lodge  at  Okemos,  hav- 
ing been  made  a  Mason  at  Canandaigua,  N.  Y. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Chai'Ies  T,  Foster  Post,  ' 
G.  A.  If.,  of  Lansing,  and  also  of  the  Okemos  Alli- 
ance. Politically  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  an 
Independent,  voting  for  the  best  man  rather  than 
the  political  favorite;  he,  however,  usually  affil- 
iates with  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Burtraw  has 
taken  care  of  himself  ever  since  he  was  a  lad  of  fif- 
teen years.  In  his  younger  days  lie  was  denied 
edneational  facilities,  but  has  had  the  pluck  to 
make  amends  for  such  deficiencies,  and  must  be 
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regarded  as  an  intelligent  and  well-in fonned  man. 
He  has  good  bnaineas  ability  and  lias  prospered 
flnaiieially.  Progressive  in  every  respect,  lie  is 
J  by  al!  who  know  him. 


--^^^©^a^.!^^-" 


§E3JTLEY  SABIN,  a  resident  of  Conway 
Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich,,  was 
born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y,,  April  14, 
1810, and  is  therefore  now  a  venerable  gen- 
tleman of  over  foiir-score  years.  His  respected 
father,  Jonathan  Sabin,  who  was  born  near  the 
town  of  Berlin  in  New  York,  liad  seven  children 
:itid  onr  subject  is  the  fli-st-born  son.  Mary  Dake 
was  the  maiden  name  of  her  who  l>eeame  tiie 
mother  of  Our  subject  and  her  marriage  with  .Toiia- 
tlLan  Sabin  took  place  in  1807. 

'ITie  brothei-s  and  sistei-s  of  our  subject  are  as 
follows:  Luanna,  William,  Mariah,  Susan,  Abigail 
and  Joshiia.  Luanna,  bom  in  1808,  married  K. 
Marr  and  lias  seven  eliildren;  William,  born  in 
1812,  nmri'ied  Abigail  CariJcntcr  in  1840.  They 
have  eight  children. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  our  subject  is  of  more 
real  importance  and  had  a  more  direct  bearing 
u])0n  his  happiness  and  pi-osperity  than  his  mar- 
riage which  took  place  in  1833.  His  bride  was 
Electa  Bigelow,  daughter  of  Abel  Bigelow  and 
Sarah  Clark,  who  were  the  jtarents  of  eight  chil- 
dren, Electa  being  the  sixth  child  and  fifth  daugh- 
ter. She  had  a  twin  sister,  Lura,  to  whom  she  has 
over  been  deeply  attached.  The  marriage  of  this 
couple  took  place  in  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  six  children. 

The  eldest  son  of  our  subject  beara  the  name  of 
Slontraville  and  was  born  in  1835-  He  married 
Julia  Adams  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Frank  and  Eda, 
To  the  second  daughter  Mrs.  Sabin  gave  the  name 
of  her  twin  sister,  Lnra,  This  daughter  was  bom 
in  1837  and  has  married  Mr.  B.  J.  Tuttle.  The 
next  son,  F.  D.  was  boi-n  in  1840,  and  married 
Liirinda  Porter  in  New  York  in  1864.  They  arc 
the  parents  of  two  children,  both  sons;  Wells,  who 


was  born  in  1866  and  Elliott,  who  is  now  deceased, 
Han-iet  L.  Sabin  was  bom  in  1844  and  married 
Andrew  Wickman.  She  has  three  children.  Addie 
Sabin  was  born  in  1852  and  maiTied  Frank  Miner, 
and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children. 

He  of  wliom  we  write  had  his  training  and  edu- 
cation in  the  Empire  State  and  had  reached  his 
majority  before  he  was  so  filled  with  the  Western 
fever  as  to  emigrate  to  Michigan.  Here  he  estab- 
lished himself  upon  eighty  acres  of  most  excellent 
and  ai-able  land  and  did  thorough  pioneer  work 
in  what  was  then  the  TeiTitory  of  Michigan,  He 
is  doing  a  general  farming  business,  and  is  still 
active  and  energetic  in  the  pui-suit  of  his  work,  as 
all  of  his  children  have  now  left  the  parental  roof, 
and  he  and  his  faithful  wife  remain  together  alone 
and  are  each  other's  best  and  chief  comi)anions.  In 
their  declining  years  they  are  proving  tlie  value  of 
tlie  choice  which  they  made  in  youth  and  are  an- 
other illnstratioH  of  the  beauty  of  the  harmonious 
and  happy  union,  which  is  typified  so  charmingly 
in  the  old  song  "Jo  Andei-son,  my  Jo,  John." 

Mr.  Sabin  is  ever  intelligently  aud  deeply  inter- 
ested in  all  movements  looking  toward  the  advance- 
ment and  pros[ierity  of  the  farming  community 
and  believing  that  the  Fai-mers'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  is  a  means  to  that  end,  he  is  One  of  its 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  advocates.  In  religious 
belief  both  he  and  his  wife  have  lieen  c<ninected 
with  the  Universalist  Cliurch  liut  at  jirescnt  tlif'\ 
are  inclined  to  believe  in  S|ii[itiialisin. 


--^S 


fP^-^IRAM  N.  FELLOWS.  It  is  always  a  pleas- 
[[[)})  "''^  ^  chroiiiele  the  events  in  the  career  of 
1^^  one  who  has  been  a  brave  and  valiant  sol- 
(^)  dier,  and  responsive  to  the  call  of  his 
country  in  its  moment  of  trial  and  need.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  resident  upon  section  20,  Leroy 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm.  He 
was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  September  19, 
1840.  His  parents  were  Nathan  J.  and  Ann 
(Meecli)  Fellows,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  Stat«  and  county, 
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and  a  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  devoted  lo 
agricultural  woi'k,  although  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  learned  tJieblacksmitli's  trade,  serving  an 
ap[trenticeship  of  two  ycai-M.  He  has  not  since, 
however,  made  use  of  this  knowledge. 

Mr.  i'ellows  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  com- 
mon-school education.  The  schooling  of  his  day 
was  in  no  respect  similar  to  that  of  the  present 
time,  the  birch  rod  playing  a  conspicuous  part  and 
the  advantages  being  of  the  crudest  nature.  Not 
long  after  the  firing  of  the  fii-st  gnn  at  Sumlerour 
subject  enlisted  in  the  Ww  of  the  Itebellicn,  en- 
tering the  ranks  September  1,  1861,  joining  Com- 
Ijany  K,  Thirty-eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

After  participating  in  the  battles  of  Sliiloh, 
Cliickamauga,  Mission  Ridge  and  in  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta, our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  knee 
and  shoulder  in  the  last-named  engagement  and 
was  in  the  hospital  thereafter  some  ten  montlis,  being 
linally  discliai^ed  June  15,  1866.  At  that  time 
he  returned  to  Ohio  and  was  tliei-e  maiTled  October 
20,  1865,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Joclia 
Harrow.  The  domestic  relations  of  the  young 
couple  were  of  the  happiest  nature.  Theii-  union 
was  blest  by  the  advent  of  one  son,  Bei-t. 

In  1H67  our  subject  came  to  Micliigan,  and 
after  a  i-esidence  in  Lenawee  County  of  five  yeai's, 
he  came  to  Ingham  County  and  settled  on  the 
farm  whereon  he  now  resides  in  Leroy  Township. 
He  is  tiie  owner  of  a  flue  tract  of  land,  which  he 
lias  greatly  improved  and  enriched  by  planting 
orchards  and  erecting  a  good  home  and  fine  barns 
and  outhouses.  Our  subject  i-ichly  deserves  the 
prosperity  wliicli  he  at  present  enjoys.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  tlieEli  P.  Alexander  Post,  No.  103, 
G.  A.  R.,atWilliamston,this  State.  Foroneyear  he 
was  Commander  of  the  Post,  and  lias  officiated  in 
various  capacities  and  oIDces.  He  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  is 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Leroy  Town- 
ship, and,  although  his  residence  here  has  not 
been  as  long  as  that  of  many,  he  is  as  loyally  at- 
tached to  the  disti'ict  as  though  he  wei-e  a  native. 
His  military  record  is  replete  with  interest,  both 
to  the  veteran,  whose  experiences  m.iy  have  been 
similar,  and  to  the  student  of  history.     Although 


the  mere  statement  of  the  battles  in  which  he  has 
been  a  particiimnt  conveys  so  little  to  the  unob- 
servant reader,  he  lias  nevertheless  shown  great 
bravery  on  many  a  hotly  contested  field.  As  a 
citizen  Mr.  Fellows  commands  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  who  know  him  and  in  business  mat- 
ters his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 


^I^f..^ 


^^EOIiGE  II.  McHJTYRE.  To  have  the 
III  — -,  esteem  of  one's  fellow-men  and  esijecialiy 
^^Jjl  of  those  who  know  you  most  intimately  in 
the  every  day  relation  of  neighbors  is  worth  much, 
and  to  gain  it  is  a  worthy  ambition  in  the  bi-east 
of  any  honorable  man.  We  may  truly  say  that 
the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  has  attained  this  desideratum  as  he  is 
well  spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him  and  is  a  man 
who  has  honorably  attained  to  a  broad  and  true 
friendsliip  with  many. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  was  born,  in  1859,  in  White  Oak 
Township,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  in  the  log  house 
where  he  now  resides.  His  father,  Mr.  D.  Mc- 
lntyre was  a  native  of  New  York  where  he  was 
bom  in  1833.  Having  grown  to  manhood  he  took 
to  wife,  Olive  Herrick,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren two  being  sons  and  tliree  daughters,  and  the 
son  of  whom  we  have  the  privilege  to  write  is  the 
eldest  of  the  eons.  His  sister,  Ann  Mclntyre,  mar- 
ried J.  H.  Smith,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Ella,  who  man-ied  I.  J. 
King,  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Flora  remains  at  home  with  her  parents,  while 
Donald  is  also  under  the  parental  roof. 

Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  is  successful  in  his 
general  farming  business  which  he  is  carrying  on 
thoroughly  and  energetically.  He  is  highly  inter- 
ested in  fine  breeds  of  animals  and  has  at  present 
two  hundred  Merino  sheep  and  some  fine  horses 
and  cattle.  He  keeps  the  thorough  bred  Essex 
stock  upon  which  he  has  taken  the  premium  at 
county  fairs  and  now  lias  some  tliirty  of  those 
upon  his  farm.  He  has  a  fiist-ctass  standing 
j  among  his  fellow-farmers  and  is  now  President  of 
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the  Stockbridge  Union  Agiicultural  Society  which 
meets  at  Stock  bridge. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  was  upon  March  20,  1883  united 
ill  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  C.  Smith  who  is  like 
her  husband,  a  native  of  Wliite  Oak  Township, 
Ingham  County,  where  she  was  born  April  30, 
18(50.  This  union  has  been  crowned  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  the  eldest  being  Glen  S.,  the  next 
Ktliel,  and  the  younger  eliildren  being  Benjamin 
Harrison  and  Florence. 

It  is  liardly  necessarj'  to  state,  after  mentioning 
the  name  of  Mr.  McTntyre's  second  son,  tliat  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  has 
great  faith  in  the  man  wlio  now  flUs  the  Presi- 
dential chair.  He  has  been  a  leader  in  his  party 
in  local  matteis,  and  has  filled  a  number  of  the 
minor  oflSces,  having  been  especially  etflcient  and 
prominent  as  Patiira aster.  Under  his  management 
the  highwaj's  of  liis  township  have  gained  an  ex- 
cellence for  which  they  are  well-known  througliout 
Ingham  County,  and  his  ineumbeney  to  that  office 
lias  been  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  In  1890  he  liad  charge  in  White  Oak 
Township  of  taking  the  census  and  carried  it 
tlirough  in  good  sliape.  His  fine  ti'act  of  one 
liundred  and  sixty  acres  is  as  flue  land  as  can  be 
found  in  Ingham  County,  and  his  wind-mill  is  a 
marked  improvement  and  a  decided  help  in  carry- 
ing on  the  farm  work.  Mr,  Mclntyre  is  a  gentle- 
man who  well  deserves  the  name,  and  stands  high 
in  the  social  cireles  of  White  Oak  Township.  His 
family  deserve  and  have  tlie  best  wishes  and  kind- 
est regards  of  those  wlio  associate  with  tliem  upon 
tlie  intimate  terms  of  ncigjiliors. 


^^LBERT    M.    DAVIS.       Genoa    Township 
'MLJI,    Livingston    County,    is     full    of    farmei-s 
jjl  ti>    whose  ability,  energy  and  enterprise  have 
^P  made    them    prominent    and    pros]jerous, 

and  there  is  probably  no  one  of  them  whose  rec- 
ord is  more  worthy  of  our  pen  than  he  whose 
name  we  have  just    given.     His   standing    among 


the  people  of  the  agricultural  district  of  Genoa 
Township,  is  abundantly  attested  by  his  official 
jiositioii  in  the  Grange  and  the  i-espect  which  all 
citizens  liave  for  his  intelligence  is  shown  by  the 
school  olHces  which  have  been  his. 

Mr.  Davis'  farm  lies  on  section  17,  Genoa 
Township,  and  here  he  was  born  Itfarch  18,  1843. 
His  father,  John  J.  Davis,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  born  in  1810,  wliile  the  grandfather, 
Samuel  J.,  was  a  native  of  Wales,  who  came  to 
America  when  quite  young  and  established  him- 
self upon  a  fai-m  in  New  Jersey.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  son  John  in  1835  from  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  had  been  living  for  a 
short  time  and  .Samuel  J.  I5avis  died  here  when 
about  seventy  yeare  of  age.  Their  journey  was 
made  by  way  of  the  lake  and  they  came  from  De- 
troit to  the  new  home  by  a  teamthrougti  the  mud 
and  over  ttie  roughest  roads. 

Jolin  J.  Davis  took  up  his  farm  from  the  Gov- 
ernment when  there  were  very  few  settlei-s  in  this 
part  of  tlie  county,  hut  there  were  Indians  in 
abundance  and  with  them  they  lived  on  friendly 
terms.  He  hunted  and  fished  and  killed  many 
deer  and  always  enjoyed  that  part  of  pioneer  life. 
Ann  Arbor  was  the  nearest  market  and  thitlier  he 
must  go  for  supplies.  He  owned  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  liere,  which  he  had  in  excel- 
lent condition.  In  liis  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Universalist  and  in  politics  he  adhered  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Democi-atie  party.  He  received  the 
appointment  of  Captain  of  the  State  Militia,  his 
commission  being  made  out  by  Gov.  Barry.  He 
was  exceedingly  useful  in  lielping  lay  out  the 
roads  of  tlie  township  and  served  several  times  as 
Collector.  His  deatii  occurred  in  1859  and  he 
was  long  mourned  as  a  useful  and  faithful  fellow- 
citizen. 

Tlie  lady  who  was  the  wife  of  this  pioneer  was 
I lorn  in  Scotland  in  1812,  and  bore  the  name  of 
Mary  Orr,  She  c^me  to  America  with  her  broth- 
ers when  sixteen  years  old,  and  for  a  few  years  re- 
sided in  New  York  City  until  her  brothers  came 
to  Michigan,  when  she  accompanied  them  and 
made  her  home  in  Washtenaw  County.  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  was  crowned  by  the  birth  of 
four  ciiildren,    namely:     Agnes   E.,    (Mrs.  White- 
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head),  Samuel  J.,  Albert  M.,  and  John  J.  This 
faithful  and  devoted  mother  is  still  living  and  is 
now  witli  her  daughter  in  Lunenburgh  County, 
Va.  She  is  a  woman  of  devout  Christian  life  and 
a  communicant  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  subject^  of  this  narrative  grew  up  among 
tlie  wild  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  remembers  viv- 
idly numerous  encounters  with  Indians,  deer  and 
bears.  He  took  his  schooling  in  the  log  school- 
house,  sat  upon  tlie  slab  benches  and  kicked  his 
heels  against  tlie  pine  legs  thereof.  Kntranec  was 
had  to  this  schoolhouse  by  means  of  a  door  which 
was  simply  fastened  with  a  wooden  latch  and  the 
traditional  latch-string,  while  quill  pens  were  the 
instrnmente  with  which  the  children  pi-acticed 
chirography.  Somewhat  later  the  boy  attended  a 
select  sehool  or  seminary  which  was  kept  by  Mrs. 
Day  foot,  and  he  there  continued  for  two  years. 
Subsequent  to  this  he  attended  the  High  School  at 
Fenton  for  a  year  and  also  took  one  year  at  Hills- 
dale College,  His  career  at  tliis  latter  institution 
was  cut  short  by  illness  and  he  had  to  give  up  any 
further  prosecution  of  his  studies.  This  was  a  ser- 
ious disappointment,  as  he  had  cntei-cd  upon  the 
study  of  geometry,  Greek  and  Latin  at  Hills- 
dale. 

When  this  youth  was  sixteen  years  old  lie  was 
severely  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
after  he  left  school,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
brothers,  carried  on  the  fai-m  and  finally  lie  de- 
cided to  buy  out  the  other  heirs  to  the  estate.  The 
marriage  which  this  young  man  conti-acted  April 
25,  1866,  brought  to  his  home  Estella  S.  Saxton, 
who  was  born  in  Marion  Township,  this  county, 
January  14,  1848.  Their  three  children  are  Rciia 
E.,  Oliver  L.  and  Myrtie  M.,  and  all  are  living  ex- 
cept the  last  named,  who  died  when  a  charming 
child  of  three  yeai-s.  Mi-s.  Davis  passed- from  earth 
May  8,  1881,  and  her  devoted  husband  still  mourns 
her  iiTeparable  loss. 

One  hundi'ed  and  thirty  of  the  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  belonging  to  Mr.  I>avis'  estate 
is  now  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  and  hei'c  he 
carries  on  mixed  farming  and  raises  large  numbers 
of  cattle  and  hoi-ses  as  well  as  other  stock.  His 
neat  frame  house  and  his  barns  have  all  been 
erected  undtr  his  own    supervision.     His  political 


views  are  in  accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  is  now  serving  his  third 
t«rm  as  Supei-visor.  He  has  been  the  Superintenil- 
ent  of  the  township  schools  and  also  School  In- 
spector. 

In  his  religious  life  Mr.  Davis  is  connected  with 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  socially  he  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order  at  Howell.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Grange  and  has  held  every  ofKcc 
from  Master  down.  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  fanner  has  also  led  him  to  identify  himself 
with  tlie  Patrons  of  Industry.  He  was  esteemed  a 
leader  in  many  ways  and  haa  been  a  delegate  to 
the  county,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  lias  also  sat  as  dele- 
gate in  the  State  Grange  and  at  county  conven- 
tions of  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  Mr.  Davis  is 
now  oiHciating  as  President  of  the  Agricultuml 
and  Horticultural  Society  of  Livingston  County. 
He  has  also  been  Presidemt  of  the  Township  Sun- 
day-school Association. 


\i7  UKE  S.  MONTAtiUE. 
I  (^  ''^^  many  able  rcpresc 
JL\\^  gt^QQ  County,  men  whi 


UKE  S.  MONTAGUE.  The  Irar  and  bench 
ipresentatives  in  Living- 
who  stand  high  in  their 
professions  because  of  deep  study  of  the  best  au- 
thorities on  legal  lore,  and  men  whose  native  abil- 
ity stands  them  in  good  stead  of  deep  erudition  ; 
men  wlio  also  combine  the  two  so  that  their  native 
gifts  are  enhanced  in  value  by  extended  studyand 
researeh.  Of  these  various  gentlemen,  of  various 
attainments  none  stand  higher,  nor  are  their  ser- 
vices more  sought  than  he  whose  name  is  at  tlie 
head  of  this  sketch.  Quick,  ingenious,  alert,  thought- 
ful and  a  finished  diplomat,  only  unlooked  for 
contingencies  tliat  human  eye  could  not  discern 
can  defeat  him  in  a  case  which  he  lias  taken  up,  so 
tliat  his  reputation  is  not  local  hut  widespread  and 
extending. 

Unadilht  T'ownsliip,  this  couutj ,  is  the  place  in 
which  our  subject  was  bom  Novembei  2,  1847, 
He  is  a  son  of  Alexander  S.  and  Sarah  F  (Chip- 
man)  Montague,  natives  of  Greene  and  Wyoming 
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Counties,  N.  Y.  The  futbei-  had  come  to  Miehi 
gan  in  tlie  yeai-  of  1836,  tLe  lady  whom  li(^ 
afteiTvard  made  his  wife  having  preceded  liiiii 
hither  by  a  year.  The  story  as  old  ns  that  of  Adam 
and  Eve  was  here  ret>eated  and  they  were  married 
in  this  county  March  12, 1839. 

Alexander  Montague,  our  subject's  father  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  early  learned  the  duties  ex- 
pected of  a  farmer's  boy,  such  as  hoeing,  plowing, 
planting  and  tending  the  stock  so  that  when  iie 
came  to  Michigan  he  was  well  qualified  to  be  a 
successful  pioneer.  He  purcliased  tlie  first  piece 
of  land  that  was  broken  in  Unadilla  Township 
and  there  made  a  model  fann  as  the  years  [)assed 
by,  his  tract  comprising  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  lie  continued  to  reside  on  this  place 
until  death  overtook  him,  August  8,  1887.  Ilia 
wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  being 
seventy-one  years  of  age  and  enjoying  in  tlie  eve- 
ning of  her  life  the  atmosphere  wiiich  is  tliat  made 
and  impregnated  with  tlie  spirit  of  her  husband 
who  was  greatly  honored  as  a  citizen  in  the  local- 
ity. He  was  elected  to  various  public  offices,  hav- 
ing been  Justice  of  tlie  Peace,  Commissioner  and 
the  incumbent  of  otlier  offices.  He  cast  his  vote 
and  influence  with  the  followera  of  the  fiepublican 
party.  In  chureli  matters  he  was  associated  witlihis 
wife  in  worslup  at  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  of  tlie 
vicinity,  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  that  body 
in  Unadilla  Township  and  a  member  for  twenty- 
one  yeai-s  of  the  same,  it  being  Ids  sad  privilege  to 
see  all  Hie  other  organizers  i>ass  away  before  he 
himself  was  taken.  He  was  a  Ruling  Elder  and  also 
Superintendent  of  tlie  Sunday-school. 

Our  subject's  .paternal  progenitor  was  a  public- 
spirited  man,  realizing  the  advantage  that  every 
public  improvement  gives  to  a  locality.  He  gave 
not  only  his  encouragement  but  generously  of  his 
money  and  personal  labor  in  the  building  of 
bridges,  churches  and  schoolhouses  on  the  site 
where  Uuadilla  now  stands  and  whicli  was  at  llu; 
time  of  his  advent  hei-e  a  wilderness.  His  father 
and  our  subject's  paternal  gi-andfather  was  Luke 
Montague,  bis  mother,  Eunice  (Salisbury)  Mon- 
tague, natives  of  Connecticut  and  Catsklll,  N.  Y., 
respectively.  The  former  was  a  farmer  but  early 
in  life  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  and  later  became 


a.  mei-cliant.  He  lived  in  Greene  County  but  re- 
moved to  Oneida  County  and  Anally  settled  in 
Cayuga  County,  tliere  engaging  in  farming.  He 
came  to  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  in  1826,  pxircliasing  a  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  bent  liis  energies  toward  im- 
proving. He  also  was  an  ardent  Presbyterian,  being 
a  Ruling  Elder  of  that  body.  Both  of  our  subject's 
grandparents  died  in  Unadilla  Township.  Tliey 
had  seven  children  wliosc  names  were  Nathaniel  L., 
Alexander  S.,  Elsie.  A.,  Cordelia,  Eanny,  Cltarlotte 
and  Ruth.  Tliree  of  these  are  now  living.  Cor- 
delia is  Mi's.  I>.  M.  -loslin;  Cliarlotte  married  Mr. 
S.  G.  Noble  and  Fanny  is  Mrs.  O.  Cliajjman. 

Our  subject's  gi-eat-gi-audfather  was  Nathaniel 
Montague,  a  native  of  Hadley,  Mass.  He,  too,  was 
a  farnier  and  had  a  family  of  six  children.  He  was 
a  I'resbyterian  and  an  Elder;  lie  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  witli  liis  fatlier,  who  was  Maj. 
Richard  Montague,  one  of  tlie  veterans  who  w.is 
with  tlie  Colonial  trooi>s  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  tlie  war.  He  had  a  large  family  and  like 
his  sons  was  a  member  of  the  same  church.  Tlie 
Montague  family  are  of  Englisli  ancesli'y.  The 
firet  to  leave  his  native  land  was  Ricliard  Mon- 
tague who  came  to  America  about  1635  and  event- 
ually settled  at  Hadley,  Mass.,  there  engaging  in 
fai-ming. 

Tlio  lady  who  gave  birtli  to  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  tlie  Hon.  Fitch  Cliipman,  whose  wife 
was  previous  to  her  marnage  Miss  Susan  Sjtaf- 
ford.  They  were  natives  of  Vei-mont  but  lived 
for  some  time  in  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.  Tlie 
former  came  to  Michigan  in  1835  and  settled  in 
Unadilla  Township,  I<ivingston  County,  wliere  he 
became  a  large  landownei  He  was  tn  the  War  of 
1812  and  was  a  membtr  of  tlie  Legislatm-e  of  New 
York  for  tliree  teims  Eight  childien  were  wel- 
comed to  the  home  circle,  thej  are  Hannah  M., 
Spafford  8.,  Lemuel,  Sai-ah  U ,  Suean,  Frank,  Ade- 
laide and  Fann^  Onlv  two  of  these  are  now  liv- 
ing— Spafford  S.  and  Mrs.  Sn.rah  F.  Montague, 
whose  father  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Chui-ch. 
Botli  he  and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Unadilla 
Township. 

Mrs.  Sarali  Montague'  grandfather  was  Dr.  Lem- 
uel Chipman,  liis  wife   being  Sarali  (Fitcii)  Chip- 
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man.  ITiey  were  uatives  of  Vermont  and  New  York 
respectively,  the  former  Imng  a  surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  was  at  the  memorable  battle 
of  Bennington,  and  indeed  was  through  the  entire 
war.  Later  he  removed  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y,, 
wliere  lie  was  a  large  landowner,  and  he  with 
Oliver  Phelps  owned  all  the  land  in  Sheldon  Town- 
ship, Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  He  lived  and  died  in 
the  town  of  Richmond,  Ontaiio  County,  having 
had  a  family  of  five  children.  His  wife  was  an  eye 
witness  of  the  surrender  of  Saratoga,  she  being 
with  her  fatlier  at  tl»e  time,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Gates. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  One  of  a  familj' 
of  six  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Louisa, 
now  Mrs.  Edgar  Van  Sickle;  Luke  S.,  our  subject; 
Clara  A,,  now  Mrs.  Chipman;  Filch  C,  Arthur  A., 
and  Frank  E.,  all  of  whom  are  residents  in  Living- 
ston County,  this  State.  Our  subject  was  reared  a 
farmer  boy.  After  finishing  the  district  schools  in 
the  vicinity  he  attended  the  Ann  Arbor  High  (School 
and  was  graduated  at  the  Michigan  Normal  School 
in  1869,  l*rior  to  this  and  while  a  student  he 
taught  two  terms  of  district  school  and  was  elected 
Principal  of  the  Howell  Union  School  in  1867-68. 
Taking  up  the  study  of  law  he  entered  that  depart- 
ment of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1872.  Prior  to  that,  however, 
he  had  i-ead  law  for  a  time  with  Olney  Ilankins  of 
Ann  Arbor,  After  his  graduation  he  came  to 
Howell  and  entered  into  i>artnersbip  with  Andrew 
D.  Waddell,  May  7,  1872,  under  the  fii-m  name  of 
Waddell  &.  Montague.  This  pai-tnei-ship  lasted  un- 
til the  decease  of  the  senior  partner  in  1881. 

Mr.  Montague  has  a  pleasant  suite  of  rooms  over 
the  Mcl'herson  Bank.  Here  he  fli-st  located  with 
hie  partner  and  has  ever  since  continued  in  the  same 
place.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  held 
the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  this  county 
for  four  yeai-8.  He  is  also  attorney  for  the  Toledo 
&  Ann  Arbor  Railroad  and  has  done  business  for 
other  railroads.  He  is  connected  with  various 
manufacturing  enterprises,  being  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  electric  light  company  of  this  place. 
Outside  of  his  legal  interests  he  is  a  large  property 
owner  in  the  county  and  has  besides  large  amounts 
of  pine  lands  in  Michigan,  Mississippi  and  Florida. 


He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference  and 
and  has  been  Chaiiman  of  county  conventions  for 
a  number  of  years.  Mr.  Montague's  practice  is  not 
confined  to  this  locality  but  extends  to  other  States. 
He  has  a  beautiful  home  on  Grand  River  Street, 
containing  four  acres  of  ground  wliich  is  most  at- 
tractively laid  out  and  has  a  fine  residence.  Tlie 
presiding  spirit  over  his  home-life  is  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  united  December  13,  1886,  She  was 
prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Ella  Briggs,  daughter 
of  Henry  C.  Bri^s,  of  Howell,  one  of  the  popular 
men  of  this  county.  They  have  one  child  living, 
a  daughter  a  few  weeks  old. 


^  YMAN  I'ICKVRJ")  Ihe  gentkman  whom 
I  W^  ^'^  ''*"""  '^■'^P'"*'^''*''  '^  *"i^  ^I'O  enjoys  the 
1^^^  confidence  of  the  business  community,  who 
consider  his  word  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  may 
well  be  classed  among  tlie  intelligent  and  thrifty 
citizens  of  Locke  Township,  Ingham  County,  and 
both  he  and  his  intelligent  wife  are  most  highly  re- 
spected members  of  society.  He  is  a  native  of  Jef- 
ferson County,  N,  Y.,  and  was  born  July  14,  1828. 
His  parents,  Jonathan  N,  and  Mary  (Counti-yman ) 
Pickard,  were  natives  of  New  York  and  Canada, 
respectively,  the  Pickards  being  early  settlei-s  in 
the  Mohawk  Valley  in  New  York,  Jonathan  I'ick 
ard  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in  1846 
he  migrated  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Locke  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  this  family  the  following 
survive:  Jacob,  Lyman,  Mary  (Mi-s.  William  Bar- 
ber), and  Martha  (Mrs.  Hiram  Johnson).  The  fa- 
ther was  one  of  the  early  representative  pioneers 
of  this  region,  and  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Lyman  Pickard  i-eceived  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation m  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  tUoroughlj- 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  which  was 
granted  him.  He  has  pui-sucd  a  tliorough  and  sys- 
tematic course  of  reading,  and  lias  ever  kept  him- 
self well-infoi-med  in  regard  to  mattei's  of  public 
inteiest. 

Lucy  Lane  waslliL'  maiden  uanieof  tbclady  who 
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became  Mi-s.  Pickar<I  in  1850^nd  to  her  were  granted 
tlireo  children,  the  two  now  living  being  Uinaldo 
and  Amelia,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Elmer  Watkins, 
of  the  United  Brethren  Cliurch.  Alter  tlie  death 
of  the  mother  of  tliese  cliildren,  Mr.  Pickard  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  with  Elizabeth  Ciier,  who 
had  been  a  teacher  in  the  public  school.  By  her  lie 
liad  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living,  namely: 
Lwcy,  wife  of  Harley  Clark,  Lyman  li.,  Newman, 
Ivan  and  Cora. 

He  of  whom  we  write  became  one  of  the  brave 
hoys  in  blue,  who  fought  during  the  Civil  War  in 
defense  of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  September  4, 
1864,  in  the  Fourteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
was  princii>ally  on  detached  duty,  being  stationed 
at  Jackson,  Mich.  His  honorable  discharge  was 
gianted  in  June,  1865,  and. he  now  receives  a  jien- 
sion  of  t6  a  month.  His  fine  tract  of  seventy  acres 
liaa  been  gained  thi-ough  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Ixxial  School 
Hoard  in  vaiious  capacities.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  preference,  and  an  active  wide- 
awake man,  working  heai-tily  for  every  movement 
which  will  promote  the  social,  industrial  and  finan- 
cial success  of  the  countj'. 


\!t_  ON  FRANK  M.  FOOO.  A  bi-oad  exiier- 
rD)  """"^  embracing  life  upon  two  continents, 
■^^  has  been  granted  to  the  ge  it  tie  man  of 
'f^l  whom  we  now  write,  and  with  thisexpenente 
he  lias  gained  breadth  of  view  and  soundness  of 
judgment  which  added  to  his  natuiill>  keen  abili- 
ties and  thorough  course  of  stud^ ,  have  made  him 
a  man  among  men,  worthy  of  the  respect  and  ad 
niiration  of  the  jJeople  among  whom  he  li^  u?  Oui 
subject  was  born  in  the  year  1854  in  Deei  field  N 
li-,  and  at  an  early  age  he  learned  tliepiactital  ex- 
periences of  a  fanner's  boy.  He  came  of  good 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  which  settled  in  New  Hampshire 
in  the  early  days,  his  father  being  Nathan  Fogg 
and  his  grandfather  Omn,  both  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  His  grandfather  took  p.ai-t  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and   his  father,  who  now  rtsides  in  New 


York  City,  was  a  farmer  in  Deerfield,  N.  H.,  and 
Lewiston,  Me,  His  mother  is  of  old  English  stock 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Isabel  Morrill.  She 
was  born  in  Stanated,  Quebec,  and  is  a  daughter  <rf 
F.  C,  Morrill,  a  fanner,  who  was  in  the  Canadian 
Army  during  the  War  of  1812,  "and  died  in  that 
country. 

From  earliest  childhood  young  Fog^  showed 
signs  of  talent,  beginning  school  at  the  age  of 
three  years  and  making  such  rapid  progress  as  to 
have  conquered  (ireenleaf's  Aritlimetic  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years.  Wlien  he  was  only  eight  years 
old  the  Civil  War  broke  out  and  great  political 
excitement  pi-evailed.  Even  the  young  held  de- 
bating societies,and  this  child  took  part  upon  every 
such  occasion,  speaking  or  declaiming.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  from  home  to  attend 
school  at  Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.,  where  he  worked 
for  Ills  board  and  also  attended  school  at  Dearborn 
Academy,  at  Seabrook,  N.  H.  Here  he  walked  two 
miles  each  way  in  going  to  and  from  school, 
milked  eleven  cows  night  and  morning  and  acted 
as  general  chore  boy.  The  following  years  he 
alternated  school  work  with  work  at  the  shoe  bench 
and  in  the  hay  field,  attending  successively  the 
I'utnam  Free  School  and  the  New  Hampton  Insti- 
tute. At  this  latter  place  he  showed  so  clearly  his 
al)ilitics  as  a  logical  debator  and  a  student  of  his- 
tory that  he  was  nicknamed  the  Young  Napoleon, 
and  the  following  winter  through  the  advice  of 
the  Hon.  .1.  D.  Philbrick  of  Boston,  he  entered  the 
Nichols  I^tin  School  and  continued  his  prepara- 
tion for  college 

Ihe  difhcultii-i  ionnect#d  with  ttachmg  bojs  of 
his  own  ige  in  th(  Hard  Scrabble  distnct  at 
Poland  weie  brightened  bj  the  fact  tlitt  here  the 
^oung  man  met  Miw  Julia  Additon  who  in  1875, 
Itecame  his  wife  Aftei  completing  the  ten  weeks 
of  this  t«i  m  of  school  he  entered  Phillips  Academy 
at  hxetei,  N  H  ind  completed  his  pieparation  for 
college  He  now  cliinged  his  method  of  "elf-sup- 
port by  serving  .is  a  table  waiter  at  the  summer 
resorts  in  tlie  White  Mountains,  and  as  it  was  then 
customary  for  students  to  take  this  work,  ho  found 
congenial  companionship  among  his  fellow  workers 
and  appreciative  and  wealthy  friends  among  the 
guests  whom  he  served.     At  various  times  he  re- 
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ceived  liel|>  from  tli«  i-enowned  Dr.  ScUcnk  and 
llie  millionaire  Rockefeller,  wlio  continued  iiis  lib- 
eral lielp  until  lie  saw  the  young  man  tlirougli 
college. 

After  completing  his  coui-se  at  Bales  College  he 
began  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon.  M.  T.  Ludden 
of  Le'Viston  and  in  foiirteen  montlis  was  admitted 
to  the  Androscoggin  bar,  passing  as  some  of  the 
committee  said,  tlie  best  law  examination  of  any 
young  man  ever  admitted  to  tliat  |[)ar.  He  prac- 
ticed, however,  buta  short  time,  as  the  Presidential 
campaign  of  1876  awakened  his  interest  in  political 
questions  and  he  became  an  eai'nest  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  (ireenl)ackers  and  was  SOOn  advanced 
to  a  position  of  leadei-sJiip.  This  led  him  into  con- 
nection with  the  Hon.  Solon  Chase  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "Chronicle"  at  Auburn,  Me.  In  .lan- 
uaty,  1879,  be  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  to  a 
seat  in  the  Executive  Council  and  as  a  meml)er  of 
that  body  lie  was  instrumental  in  exposing  various 
corrupt  scbemes.  He  lielteves  in  the  strict  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  and  laws  and  tbeir 
rigid  enfoixjemeut,  and  he  is  a  trae  representative 
of  the  labor  element,  He  iiaa  addressed  tliousands 
of  people  in  tlie  finest  lialls  and  opera  houses  in 
the  country  and  lias  won  a  reputation  as  a  public 
speaker.  He  was  nominated  for  Congi-ess  in  1880, 
and  made  a  magnificent  run  for  tliat  oifiee,  hutwas 
defeated. 

Selling  the  "Chronicle",  Mr.  Fogg  purchased  a 
farm,  near  Lewiston,  iiis  father  going  security  in 
the  pnrcliase.  Upon  tills  land  was  a  fine  timbered 
tract  of  beech  and  maple  and  he  went  into  tlie' 
woods  with  five  men  and  chopped  cord  wood  all 
winter,  thus  beiii;^  able  to  pay  for  bis  land  in  tlie 
spring.  A  year  later  he  sold  tlds  property  and 
coming  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1882,  located  in 
Lansing,  and  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  lou- 
sing "Sentinel"  and  in  company  with  .1-  M.  Potter 
managed  that  pa|3er  until  the  campaign  of  1886. 

A  New  York  mining  company  now  secured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Fogg,  to  take  charge  of  a  mining  es- 
tate in  Africa,  and  in  November,  1886, he  leEt  New 
York  on  the  steamship  "Ethiopia"  for  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  in  I^ndon  secured  from  the  Gov- 
ernment a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  Governor 
of  tlie  Gold  Coast  in  Africa,  and  an  order  demand- 


ing that  lie  should  have  all  the  protection  tlie  Kn- 
giish  Government  could  give  liim,  wbich  order 
was  thorougldy  complied  witli.  He  sailed  from 
Ijiverpoolon  the  steamer  "Opobo",  Capt.  Nornjan, 
It  was  a  trading  vessel  and  as  it  stopped  at  all  the 
principal  ports  on  the  west  coasts  of  Africa,  he  liad 
an  opportunity  of  visiting  tliem. 

Reaching  the  Gnif  of  Guinea  our  suliject  join 
neyod  inland  to  the  gold  mines  which  were  situ 
ated  on  a  branch  of  the  INigei  Kivei  It  wai  a 
hazardous  undei'taking,  is  even  white  min  wb 
had  previously  visited  the  mines  bid  died  I  ln> 
estate  was  three  hundred  miles  fiom  the  toast  ind 
was  worked  by  taking  off  flist  eight  feet  of  siui 
then  a  layer  of  plumbago,  and  then  the  mmtis 
came  to  from  eight  to  fourteen  inches  of  gold-pay- 
ing-db't.  In  the  vicinitj'  of  the  mines  they  found 
plenty  of  ebony,  mahogany  and  the  rubber  trees. 
Mr.  Fogg  remained  there  about  a  year  and  hatl 
numerous  adventures  with  the  natives,  who  more 
than  once  l>ecame  mutinous.  Wlien  Mr.  Fogg  re- 
turned to  England  lie  brouglit  back  witli  him 
«25,000  worth  of  gold  dust,  half  of  whicli  was  liis 
sliare  of  the  profits,  and  lie  also  In-ought  back,  by 
the  ordei-s  of  the  company,  the  l)oiies  of  the  two 
superintendents  who  liad  preceded  liim.  His  con- 
stitution was  terribly  racked  by  the  climatic  fever 
which  had  gradually  taken  hold  of  him,  and  lie 
was  reduced  to  almost  a  skeleton.  After  i-eatihiiig 
Liverpool  it  was  several  weeks  before  lie  coidd 
travel  and  he  tJien  spent  some  four  months  in  trips 
through  Europe  and  Great  Britain  and  returned  to 
New  York  in  July,  reaching  Lansing  in  Atigust, 
1888.  He  intends  some  day  to  form  a  stock  com- 
pany and  return  to  tlie  gold  coasts,  build  a  rail- 
road and  develop  the  mines,  and  says  there  is  a 
fortune  in  it  for  all  concerned. 

Since  his  return  to  Lansing,  our  subject  has  en- 
gaged in  his  practice  as  an  attorney,  altbougii  lie 
devotes  a  large  share  of  his  time  to  dealings 'in 
real  estate.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  O'Briaii  County,  Iowa,  as  well  as  sixteen  lots  at 
Martha's  Vineyard  and  lie  also  oversees  his  wife's 
interests,  as  she  has  a  liandsome  property  of  soint? 
$20,01)0.  Several  fine  residences  in  Ijinsingare  in 
his  possession.  Since  his  return  from  Africa  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  (Consolidated  Stock 
and  Petroleum  Exchange  of  New  York. 
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Since  his  return  to  America  Mr.  Fogg  lias  taken 
quite  a  part  in  [wlitics,  and  waa  cliainnan  of  the 
Aiiti-monopoliat  State  Convention  in  1884,  wliicli 
iiominatetl  Mr.  Mills  for  Governor,  and  also  cliair- 
nian  of  the  Congressional  Convention  of  this  dis- 
trict for  the  Greenback  Labor  party,  wliich  office 
lie  occupied  for  tliree  terms.  He  was  also  Secretary 
of  the  I'nion  J-abor  State  Centi-al  Committee  for 
one  year.  At  the  Fusion  Convention,  when  tlie 
Democi-ats  and  Greenbackei-s  joined  forces,  he  was 
chairman  of  tlie  Congressional  Committee,  and 
made  the  nominating  speech,  putting  forwai-d  the 
Hon.  John  H.  Fedewa  of  St.  Johns  for  Congi-ess. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Fi'ee  and  Accepted  Masons, 
tlie  Knights  of  I^abor  and  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 
His  five  children  bear  the  names  of  Orrin,  Nathan, 
Frank,  James  and  fSeorge. 


^1^ 


-^■ 


^^  KS.  CLARISSA  (MOON)  STKRNES.  "A 
I  11  P^i't'^ft'  woman  nobly  planned,  to  wani, 
I  4  to  comfort  and  command."  The  groat 
*  poet,  Wordswortii,  could  not  liave  found 

a  woi-thier  illustration  of  the  woman  lie  had 
in  mind  at  the  time  of  wj'itiug  liis  exquititc  voisei 
laudatory  of  the  virtues  of  the  gentlei  stx,  than 
slic  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  one 
whose  heart  IS  tender  and  symi>athetic  >et  whose 
hand  is  firm  to  soothe  and  to  heal  the  sick  woild 
that  leans  on  her;  one  who  h.'is  enduied  muLli 
trouble  and  soitow,  the  heavy  hand  of  afflutioii 
having  heen  laid  upon  her  more  than  ouie  and  yet 
she  has  accepted  weal  or  woe  with  \o^  ing  ti  ust  and 
resignation. 

Mrs.'  Sternes  is  the  dauffhtcr  of  Tliomas  nud 
P^lizabeth  (Gaidner)  Moon,  who  were  natives  of 
P^igland  and  Canada,  respectively.  The  former 
came  to  this  country,  first  locating  in  Canada  when 
a  yoxing  man  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  soon 
acquired  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
which  lie  stocked  with  blooded  animals.  This  place 
he  lived  on  through  life.  By  his  wife,  to  whom 
ho  was  married  in  Canada  he  had  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.     They  are  our  sub- 


ject, Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  William.  Cathei-ine 
is  now  Mrs.  Bell,  of  Canada;  Klizabeth  man-led  the 
Kcv.  William  Cook  and  lives  in  Michigan;  William 
is  a  fai-mer  in  C^-inada.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandsire  was  Thomas  Moon,  a  native  of  England, 
who  there  lived  and  died  and  who  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling, 
which  was  that  of  a  farmer.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Catherine  (Shiblcy)  Gardner. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  advan- 
tages offered  in  Canada  in  an  educational  way. 
She  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage  in 
1847  to  the  liev.  Ashford  Diamond,  who  was  born 
in  Canada  and  there  also  educated.  He  was  the 
son  of  RolMsrt  and  Sophia  (Smith)  Diamond,  natives 
of  Canada,  where  they  were  employed  as  farmers 
and  were  people  of  good  financial  standing.  They 
moved  to  Michigan  about  1851  and  settled  in  the 
coiuity  of  Tuscola,  where  they  were  engaged  in 
fanning  until  their  decease.  After  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  the  yoimg  couple  lived  in  Canada 
for  five  years  where  the  husband  was  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1851  they  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Tuscola  County  where  Mr.  Diamond 
took  up  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  farmed  for 
some  yeai-s.  While  thus  engaged  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  ministry  and  began  to  prepare 
himself  for  tliat  work,  favoring  the  Protestant 
Methodist  denomination,  Ilecompleted  hiscoui-se 
of  stiidy  and  went  upon  the  cireuit  and  continued 
to  be  thus  occnpied  nntil  his  decease.  During  his 
ministerial  work  he  moved  his  family  to  Handy 
Townslii|»  and  in-eached  his  last  memorable  sermon 
in  the  Randall  schoolhoirse  two  miles  north  of 
Fowlei'ville,  passing  away  the  following  night. 
During  the  sei-vice  on  that  last  day  he  paused  in 
his  discourse  and  asked  if  any  of  the  congregation 
wished  to  say  a  word  for  Jesus,  There  was  no  re- 
s|K>nse,  and  he  continued,  "I  see,  looking  over 
these  seats,  many  gray  haired  men  like  myself,  and 
we  shall  soon  go  to  the  beyond."  Afterward  he 
said  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  his  mother's  hand 
rested  upon  Ids  head  while  he  was  preaching,  iirging 
him  to  press  forward,  and  also  that  he  could  see  his 
little  children  who  had  gone  before,  flitting  by  on 
angel  wings  that  were  tipped  with  gold  and  chant- 
ing the  glad  hosannas  before  the  throne.     He  was 
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known  far  and  near  and  tlie  testimony  of  tliose 
who  knew  and  loved  him  is  tender  and  beantiful 
and  a  tribute  that  anyone  might  wish  to  liave. 
He  died  in  this  towBship  in  1865.  He  left  a  widow 
and  eight  childi-en,  four  of  wliom  only  are  now 
living.  They  are  Thomns,  Henry,  Emily  and  WiU- 
iam.  Thomas  married  Mary  flarris;  they  are  the 
parents  of  one  cliild,  William.  Henry  married 
KIK''n  Hayner,  and  is  tlie  father  of  four  cliildren — 
Carrie,  Asliford,  Maryancl  Eva.  Emily  is  the  wife 
of  Fayette  Grant  and  has  one  child,  a  daughter, 
wliose  name  is  Alta  E.  William  married  Maggie 
Taylor;  he  is  a  physician  of  great  popularity. 

Tlie  lady  of  whom  we  write  was  married  a  second 
time,  her  pi-esent  husband  being  Allen  C.  Sternes; 
they  now  reside  on  section  33,  Handy  Towushin, 
where  they  have  a  very  fine  home.  Mrs.  Stenies 
is  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Methoilist  Cliui-cli 
and  oni>  ..f  the  u..lile  women  "f  the  townshiti. 


*'^W****^ 


^^^EOIKiE  W.  ANDREWS.  It  is  a  favorite 
11  i^S  "n'-"'^  ^^  apeeoli  witli  i>oet«  and  literary 
^^jl  i)eople  in  general  to  compare  death  with 
sleep.  Jt  is  a  false  comimrisoii,  however,  for  death 
is  not  a  sleeji,  but  an  awakening  to  a  more  intense 
and  active  life— one  in  which  tl»e  scope  for  good 
is  greater  than  in  our  circumscribed  sphere  on  tliis 
tcri'estrial  globe.  Ow  suivject  passed  from  eaftli 
on  January  2,  1 882,  and  Jiis  widow,  Mrs.  Electa  P.  ■ 
Andrews,  dictates  tiiis  tribute  to  the  comitanion 
who  was  to  her  a  liei-o  and  wlio  by  the  charm  of 
his  presence  and  i)eautifu!  principles  of  right  lield 
her  in  tlie  inner  shrine  of  liis  lie^rt. 

Mr,  Andrews  was  liorn  in  Milfoi'd.  Mic-h., 
February  22,  1838.  His  i>arents  came  to  this  State 
at  an  early  day  and  the  lad  was  orphaned  while  a 
mere  bal)e,  his  mother  being  taken  away  when  he 
was  three  months  old  and  his  father  when  three 
years  old.  After  that  he  was  sent  to  New  York  and 
was  reared  by  an  uncle  until  twenty  yeai-s  of  age. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited  but  by 
careful  reading  and  diligent  study  he  l>ecame  well 
educated,  and  after  fitting  himself  for  the  active 


work  of  manhood  he  returned  to  the  scene  of  his 
nativity  and  settled  in  Oceola  Township,  Living- 
ston County.  J^ter  he  removed  toCoriinna Town- 
sliip,  .Shiawassee  County. 

Mr,  Andrews  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Electa  P.  Wilcox  in  1861.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Alonzo  and  Sai'ah  (Dean)  Wilcox,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Vermont  i-espectively.  Her  father  came 
to  Michigan  in  an  early  day  and  died  in  Fowler- 
ville,  l^ivingston  County.  The  mother  passed 
away  May  26,  1890.  A  family  of  ten  cliildrou 
clustered  around  the  heads  of  the  household;  their 
names  are  as  follows:  Lanson,  Edwin,  llyland  S., 
Lovina,  now  Mi's.  Whitaker;  Electa  (Mrs,  An- 
drews), -Julius,  Mrs,  Julia  Seims,  Matilda,  Mrs. 
Frank  Abbott,Mrs.  Josephine  Keeekler  and  George 
W,  The  father  was  a  Democrat  and  the  chuwOi 
associations  of  tlie  family  were  with  the  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  body. 

Our  subject  lived  at  Corunna  two  years  and 
thence  moved  to  Iowa  wliei-e  he  continued  for  two 
yv!U%  after  which  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  at  Deerfleld,  later  moving  on  sec- 
tion .5,  Handy  Township,  in  1873,  purchasing 
a  little  less  than  eighty  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  were  some  few  improvement'^.  He  heic 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  Iient  his  ener- 
gies to  improving  his  land  until  overtaken  hy 
death  in  1H82.  The  home  that  tliey  have  niaiU' 
here  is  ideal  in  its  rural  simplicity  and  geiu'ral 
agricnltni'al  neatness  and  productiveness,  in  the 
rear  of  the  house  is  a  large  red  Itam,  which  is  ex- 
eeptionally  fine.  Tliere  is  also  an  orchard.  The 
work  of  the  fann  is  now  carried  by  Mrs.  An- 
drew.s'  sons.  They  devote  themselves  to  gener.il 
farming. 

Mrs.  Andrews  is  a  lady  of  marked  personality-, 
having  unusual  executive  ability  and  a  Hne  knowl- 
edge of  business  metliods.  Her  liuslMiiid  was 
always  the  object  of  the  gi-eatest  resi^ect  and  ad- 
miration among  his  associates  in  their  vicinity. 
Having  learned  the  surveyor's  art,  he  was  often 
called  upon  to  survey  for  roads  and  in  establish- 
ing lines  for  estates.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  important  men  in  the  trjwni ship.  Po- 
litically he  was  an  adhercnt  of  the  Democratic 
party.     Their   family  comprised  three   children. 
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The  oklf.sl.  ^oii.  ■l-|i;ulrt(Mis  v.,  mnn'Li  1  Mi  id' 
(iiiiiiilinjr,  mill  ih  nuw  ihu  inuinl  fitliLi  <f  ii 
daughter — Myrtie.  The  younger  cliLldien  tin 
Ik'iijamiu  F,,  and  Helen  K.  Ttiey  liivt,  icteivd 
;i  go<Kl  odu(!!itioii  and  are  ac-eoniplislitd  as  well  i 
])raetieai  .younjr  [leoiile. 


=— r#i^-f- 


^^EOKGK  W.  UARiNEK.  Tlie  slnidv  I  nglLsli 
III  ^—-.  ancestry  from  wliieh  our  subject  is  descended 
V>^J|  lias  given  liini  the  true  Anglo-iSaxon  traits 
of  temperament  and  chari«!t«r.  Thest  aie  a  lien 
tagc  which  in  more  (totent  for  the  siicce-*  of  an> 
man  tlian  thousands  of  gold  and  silvei  Mi 
lUrnes  was  born  in  Anbiini,  N.  Y.,  lihiuan  11 
1840,  his  parents  being  John  and  Winiried(  Dames) 
ItAi-nes. 

John  Barnes,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  out  siibjtct 
was  of  Englisli  liirth,  wliere  he  belonged  to  the  yeo 
m.inry,and  alsoserved  his  country  as  a  soldiei  and 
sailor.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  I'ayne  ulio  boie  to 
him  four  sons.  Tliuuias,  Joseph,  (leorffe  ind  John 
and  four  daughters,  Sarah,  Maiy,  Winified  and 
Ann.  The  father  came  to  New  York  when  he  was 
fifty  years  old  and  settled  in  Auburn,  and  in  1H48 
came  to  Tyrone  To wnshij),  Livingston  County,  and 
settled  on  eighty  nci-es  of  land  on  section  15. 
Here  he  and  his  good  wife  jmssed  away  from  earth. 
They  wei-e  both  old-SL'hool  Jiaptists  in  their  early 
yeai-s  and  later  were  conueclvd  with  the  Methodist 
J'lpiscoi^al  Clnircli.  AMten  he  lirst  came  to  this 
country  he  embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  Whig 
jiarty  and  afterward  became  a  Republican  in  senti- 
ment, and  took  a  great  interest  in  the  prosecution 
')f  the  war  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  and 
died  in  1865.  His  son  John,  the  fathci  of  uur  sub- 
ject, was  bora  in  Eugland,  as  was  alt-o  the  young 
woman  who  became  his  wife. 

The  (lai'ents  of  oiu-  sultject  settled  in  jVubuni,  S. 
Y.,  after  fii'st  coming  to  this  country,  and  later 
came  to  Michigan.  ITie  best  opportunities  to  be 
gained  in  the  districtschoola  were  eagerly  embraced 
by  our  subject  and  he  remained  in  tlie  East  till  he 
reached  his  majority,  when  he  came  to  Michigan 


will 


independent 


mil  II  I  t  IT  1  l! 
fiiiiin^  [  I  iti  1  In'^itaiilu  1861,  (ieorge 
aiHRs  iiibfttd  in  <_  nii  iin  I  Ihu  I  Michigan 
Civtln  and  [laituij  itt  1  u  tl  little  of  New 
Midiid  the  sii^t  (t  (Miiilii  ind  the  Kittles  of 
luki  litk-^in  (ildwHtii  ind  Hatchie  and  in  all 
Mint  hfttLu  Imttlcs  and  '-knmi'-hes  He  was  pi-o- 
UH  tLd  to  tlie  lank  of  Su_,ciut  in  lul\  1862,  and 
it  the  end  of  thiet,  \tirs  letcivtd  Ins  honorable 
liMhaige  He  immediatclj  it  cnhsttd  in  the  Fif- 
t\  Inst  Miv.ouri  Infantn  is  a  piivite  and  was 
made  leLiiuting  officer  He  1  ecame  Sergeant- 
Majoi  and  was  long  <n  ^naid  dut\  In  August, 
ISbo  he  lecejved  hif  final  distliaige  at  St.  Louis. 

I  pon  his  letum  to  Michigan  the  loung  soldier 
dt voted  himself  to  finning  for  two  jeai-sand  then 
iemo\ed  to  Nebiaski  but  two  ^eare  later  returned 
\a  thi<<  State  and  his  spent  his  timt  since  that  in 
1\  tone  ind  Biigliton  lonnships  While  in 
Nel  raska  he  took  up  the  tride  of  i  caipenter,  but 
foi  the  past  tweh  e  \  ears  h(,  his  devoted  himself  to 
faimmg  Ilia  btiutifnl  fiimhouit,  -itands  upon  an 
estile  of  ftft\  icies  on  section  li  and  everytliing 
about  the  faun  lefletts  (itdit  ujkiu  the  man  who  is 
caimn^  it  on  In  his  offiual  aipacity  he  has 
sei\ed  the  township  a.s  Cleik  foi  five  v^ai-s  and  is 
on  his  fifth  term  as  Supei-visor.  He  is  active  in  his 
devotion  to  the  Democratic  itarty  and  has  great 
faith  in  its  ultimate  success. 

it  is  a  pleasant  task  to  record  the  marital  union 
of  two  whole-souled  and  triie-liewted  people  such 
as  our  subject  and  i^iiira  C.  Slayton,  whose  wed- 
ding day  was  October  6,  1867.  This  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Alouzo  and  Melinda  (Hamilton)  Slay- 
ton,  who  were  born  in  Whitestown,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  C'hemung  County,  N.  Y.,  rwi>ectively. 
Their  daughter  had  her  birth  in  Tyrone  Township 
April  25,  1 847.  The  father  of  Alonzo  SUy ton  was 
Daniel  Slayton, of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  who  mar- 
ried J>ucy  Roberts  and  at  his  death  left  a  widow, 
two  daughters  and  three  sons.  His  widow  subse- 
quently married  a  Mr.  Pointer,  by  whom  she  had 
one  daughter,  and  she  finally  passed  her  last  days 
in  Macomb  County,  Mich. 

The  life  story  of  Alonzo  Hlayton  is  one  of  inter- 
est. He  was  born  December  20, 1S04,  and  entered 
tlie  regular  army,  where  he  reached  the  i^ank  of  a 
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Sergeant  and  took  ymvl  in  tlie  conflicts  during  tlie 
the  Black  Hawk  War.  In  1835  lie  came  to  Macomb 
County,  this  State,  where  his  mother  was  living, 
and  afterward  settled  npoii  a  fine  farm  of  two  Imu- 
dved  and  forty  acres  in  Tyrone  Township,  this 
eoiinty.  This  lie  cleared  and  placed  under  good 
cultivation,  and  had  obtained  from  it  splendid 
crops,  when  he  died,  May  22, 1861,  lie  had  served 
liis  township  as  both  Supervisor  and  .Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  m  1H44  his  •'Upeiioi  abilities  and  excel 
lent  judgment  had  laised  him  to  tlio  ofhteof  As&o 
ciate  Judsfe  of  Living^tton  County  Besidi'i  his 
training  as  i  fiimei  he  liid  the  tiadt  of  "v  ciipen 
tcr  and  was  occasionillv  tilled  upon  to  practice  it 
At  the  time  of  hi<<  death  he  owned  thiee  hundied 
and  twent\  atiea  of  highly  cultivited  <md  arable 
land.  He  was  twite  mimed  his  fii-st  wift  hein^ 
Eliza  (.ovil  and  lis  second  wife  bcin^  Melmdi 
Hamilton  the  mothei  of  Mis  Barnes  inddaughtti 
of  Hugh  and  Hsie  (Shipnian)  Hamilton  Mi  ind 
Mre.  Baine«  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  ot  one 
child,  Peail  M  and  in  tlieii  home  aie  to  be  found 
not  onh  the  tomfotth  of  this  life  butUuehannon> 
and  li:  1  |int  s 


l^i  IW.  KIJZA  M.  CJ.AKK.  The  owner  of  the 
I  iV  model  little  farm  of  eighty  acres  louat-ed 
Jn  IK  on  section  3,  Uartland  Township,  l^iving- 
*  ston  County,  is  a  lady  whose  name  is  at 

the  bead  of  this  sketch.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
State,  having  been  born  in  Tyrone  Township,  this 
county,  January  18,  1847.  Her  father  was  Amos 
l>exter,  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  was  reared 
until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  183(4.  He  located  at 
once  in  Tyrone  Township,  this  county,  there  being 
but  few  improvements  on  the  jilace  which  he  pur- 
chased. He  was  a  blacksmith  by  ti-ade,  and  fol- 
lowed his  calling  even  after  he  had  located  here, 
setting  up  his  forge  upon  his  farm.  He  died  on  the 
■i6tb  of  March,  1872,  at  tiie  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  During  his  life  be  was  a  member  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  body  he  was  an  ex~ 


horter  and  a  most  devoted  worker.  He  was  well 
known  tliroughout  the  county  and  enjoyed  the  re- 
spect of  all  his  neighlKjrs  and  associates. 

Mrs,  Clark's  mother  was  in  lier  maiden  days 
IMiss  Lovicy  Brooks,  a  native  of  New  York,  tliero 
born  in  1811.  She  was  married  in  her  native  State 
January  2a,  1830.  She  died  March  29, 1891,  at  the 
good  old  age  of  seventy-nine  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  grew 
to  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  of  these  eight 
aie  now  living.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  eleventh  child 
ind  seventh  daughter.  The  names  are  as  follows: 
William  deceased;  Ruth;  John,  deceased;  Mariain; 
Sarah  deceased;  Martlia;  Mary  Ann,  deceased;  Abi, 
Annie  Amos,  the  last  of  whom  died  in  the  service 
of  his  country;  Eliza  M.,  Celestine  and  Joseph. 

Mis  t  lark  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage, 
which  took  place  September  15,  1868.  While  yet 
a  \  oung  lady  she  had  acquired  a  reputation  for 
lieuig  a  most  accomplished  housewife  as  well  as  an 
intelligent  and  capable  young  woman.  She  united 
hei  fate  for  better  or  worse  with  that  of  Lanson 
1  Claik  who  was  a  native  of  this  State,  township 
and  county,  and  was  born  December  18,  1844.  He 
WIS  the  son  of  Lee  Grand  and  Catherine  Vroman 
Ciirk  He  was  i-eai-ed  and  educated  in  his  native 
pkce  and  was  considered  one  of  the  young  men 
with  biightest  prospects  of  that  township.  Heen- 
bsted  in  1862  in  the  Wai-  of  the  Rebellion,  joining 
Company  E,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  of 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  after  an  honorable  service 
during  which  he  saw  much  hai'd  fighting  he  re- 
ceived his  discharge  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  June  4, 
18G5,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Washington  June 
28,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Michigan.  In  one  battle  he  was  wounded  by  a 
musket  shot  which  loilged  in  his  head,  and  although 
it  was  not  immediately  fatal  lie  never  recovered 
from  its  effects,  it  cansing  his  death  in  1889,  He 
was  buried  in  the  Hartland  Cemetery  amid  the  most 
deferential  honors  paid  by  a  large  concoui-se  of 
relatives  and  friends.  He  was  a  noble.  Christian 
man,  and  vei-y  well  known  in  the  county,  alsi) 
thoroughly  liked  by  all  who  knew  him,  although 
he  was  an  invalid  much  of  the  time  during  his  lat- 
ter years.  His  wife  was  his  constant  companion 
and  guardian  during  tbia  time. 
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Mrs.  Clark  is  tbe  mother  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  tliree  daughters,  wliose  names  are  m  order 
of  hirth  as  follows:  Itosa  Adell,  Anna  Deiilia  and 
Anson  Dtdbert  (twins),  Amos  I^e  (Jrand,  Joseph" 
Calvin,  Blanche  Lovicy  and  I^anson  A.  C.  Tlie 
eldest  daughter  is  tiie  wife  of  Kerton  E.  Pearson; 
they  reside  in  Milford,  Oakland  County,  this  State. 
Anson  Delljert  died  at  tlie  age  of  nine  years  and 
ten  months,  and  Amos  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years,  one  month  and  nine  days.  The  other  chil- 
dren ai-e  still  at  home  with  their  mother,  brighten- 
ing her  life  in  an  endeavor  to  return  the  loving 
affection  and  care  which  she  has  lavished  upon  Ihem 
in  tlieir  early  yoiitli.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  good  land  whicli  slie  rents,  and  this 
brings  her  in  a  very  (.-oiiiforttiliJi'  iiicome. 


The  owner  of  the  excel- 
lently cultivated  farm,  comprising  one 
3  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  on  section 
S8,  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County,  has  wit- 
nessed the  growth  of  this  immediate  section  of  the 
conntiy,  he  himself  having  come  here  in  18.55, 
when  the  woods  were  still  in  their  virgin  state, 
and  the  deer,  wildcat  and  wolves  were  more  fre- 
quent visitors  than  any  of  his  own  kind.  He 
built  a  shanty  in  the  midst  of  this  wilderness  and 
made  that  his  home  for  a  number  of  years.  Tlien 
as  his  condition,  financially,  was  bettered,  he  built 
his  present  coniinodions  and  comfortable  dwelling, 
which  is  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of 
life.  He  keeps  a  great  deal  of  stock,  ajnong  which 
are  fine  gi-ade  cattle  and  a  large  number  of  lioi-ses 
and  sheep. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  township  of  Uanbiiry, 
on  the  8th  of  June,  1826.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Florilla  (Dikeman)  Sowle,  natives  of  Eliode 
Island  and  New  York,  respectively.  The  former 
was  a  mechanic  by  calling,  and  after  a  lifetime 
spent  in  the  struggle  with  the  exigencies  of  exist- 
ence, his  decease  occurred  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 
His  widow  came  to  Michigan   in    1846,  with  a 


family  of  children;  her  sons-iii-law,  with  their 
families,  accompanied  hei  making  in  all  a  party  of 
nineteen  i>ei-sons.  They  settled  in  the  township 
of  Handy,  this  county,  wheie  they  puithnwed land 
There  our  subject's  motiur  pissed  away  fiom  this 
life  in  September,  1852 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  hiou^ht  up  a  ftimei 
lad  and  drilled  in  the  agi tcultui-al  science,  not  as 
it  is  accomplished  at  the  piewnt  time,  but  b>  the 
liardcst  manual  labor.  The  iudimenk>  of  his  edu- 
cation were  received  ptioi  to  his  coming  to  Michi- 
gan, and  indeed  he  liad  not  man>  advantages 
after  reaching  the  age  of  ttn  jeais,  foi  at  tliat 
time  he  commenced  to  lie  self-su])j)oiting  woikmg 
out  and  receiving  Sf3.2'>  pei  month  foi  hisseivices 
To  appreciate  the  privations  and  hardsiiips  of  the 
family,  the  reader  must  know  that  the  first  pair  of 
shoes  possessed  by  our  subject  were  obtained  when 
he  was  six  yeara  old,  and  they  were  made  from 
lioi'se-hide — the  hide  of  an  animal  which  the 
family  had  owned. 

Mr.  Sowle  worked  out  by  the  montli  and  day 
until  twenty-eight  yeai-s  old,  at  which  time  he  had 
accumulated  enough  to  be  enabled  to  purchase  the 
fann  upon  which  he  now  lives.  After  obtaining 
tlie  home  he  felt  the  need  of  a  comitanion,  and 
made  mistress  of  his  house  Miss  JustLna  Curtis. 
They  were  man-ied  December  14,  1854.  She  was  a 
native  of  Handy  Township,  this  county,  and  is  the 
dang' Iter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  (Bush)  Curtis, 
who  came  to  this  State  and  county  in  1836.  Two 
children,  who  are  living,  are  the  evidence  of  the 
plighted  ti-oth  of  our  subject  and"  his  wife.  They 
are  ftlary  J.,  who  is  now  MiB.  George  Carl,  and  tlie 
mother  of  three  children — Freddie,  Mai-cia  and 
Martha,  the  two  last  named  being  twins.  She,  with 
her  husband  and  family,  is  a  resident  of  this 
towRSJiip,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  fifty-four 
acres,  located  on  section  33.  The  next  child  is  a 
son,  George  E.,  who  died  when  twenty-nine  yeara 
of  age,  and  the  youngest  is  a  daughter,  Rosa  A.  P. 
Our  subject,  |>olitically,  afliliates  with  the  Uem- 
ocratic  |»uly,  tliat  platform  appealing  more 
directly  to  his  ideas  of  justice  and  riglit  as  far  as 
governmental  power  is  concerned.  Ho  is  a  self- 
made  man,  having  been  not  only  industrious,  but 
a  good  manager  and  exceedingly  energetic.     He  is 
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rewTirded  with  the  greatest  respect  and  liking  in 
tlie  county,  which  has  honored  him  on  several  ocwi- 
sions  by  nominating  him  to  oftice.  He  has,  however, 
refused  to  be  an  incumbent  of  local  offices,  attend- 
ing strictly  to  his  own  legitimate  business,  wliich 
is  tliat  of  farming.  He  has  a  beautiful  home, 
wiiieh  is  not  only  comfortable,  lieing  arranged 
with  all  conveniences  that  give  modern  farming 
80  great  an  advantage  over  the  old  style,  but 
being  also  an  atti-active  edifice  in  outer  appear- 
ance as  well  as  inner  arrangement.  He  is  a  man 
of  unimpeachable  character  and  standing. 


P'REDERICK  HIBNER.     The  owner  and  i-es- 
)  ident  upon  the  fine  farm  located  on  section 
13,  Hai-tland  Township,  Livingston  County, 

is  a  native  of  I'mssia,  the  country  that  has  so 
great  a  reputation  tor  its  soldiery,  liaving  one  of 
fhe  most  magnificent  standing  armies  in  the  world. 
To  it  the  world  is  indebted  for  many  things  out- 
side of  a  great  military  example.  She  stands  tii-st 
in  original  experiments  in  science  and  only  second 
to  England  in  her  Mteratui-e,  Its  inhabitants  have 
common  sense  views  of  life  that  lead  to  a  splendid 
physical  development,  for  the  (jerman  nation  as  a 
)>eople  ai-e  noted  for  their  fine  physiques  and  lon- 
gevity. 

Mr.  Hibner  was  bora  May  25,  1831,  in  the  dis- 
triet.of  Macteburg;  his  father,  Daniel  Hibner,  also 
a  native  of  Germany,  lie  came  to  tlie  United 
States  in  1853,  landing  in  New  York  City,  Decem- 
ber 4.  He  first  located  in  Ohio,  and  thei-e  lived 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  pi-oceed- 
ed  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Springville  Town- 
sliip,  Oakland  County,  whence  he  removed  to 
Groveland  Township,  two  years  later,  at  which 
place  he  purchased  forty  acres  of  fann  land.  Tliis 
he  sold  and  later  bought  a  farm  at  White  Lake, 
this  he  also  sold  and  came  to  live  with  his  son,  our 
subject,  passing  away  from  this  iife  at  his  home, 
after  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  Our  subject's  mother  was  befoi-e  her  mar- 
riage a  Mi8S  Catherine  Daten,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many as  was  her  husband.     She   was   the  faithful 


and  loving  companion  of  his  life  and  finally  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

(Jur  subject  is  one  of  seven  children,  being  the 
eldest  child.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  htud, 
and  was  twenty-one  years  old  when  he  came  to 
this  country.  He  received  bis  education  in  the' 
Fatlierlaud,  becoming  thoroughly  well  drilled  in 
the  branches  as  taught  in  his  country.  On  coming 
to  America  with  his  fatlier,  he  resided  for  two 
years  in  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Oakland  County.  He  there  hired  out 
by  the  month  on  various  farms,  spending  most  of 
his  time  with  Newton  Biglo,  of  Springville  Town- 
ship, working  for  him  seven  years.  He  received 
here  HO  per  month  forhis  flret  labor.  After  leav- 
ing Mr.  Biglo,  he  went  to  Holly  where  he  purchas- 
ed forty  acres  of  land;  thishe  partially  improved, 
r«^maining  there  for  a  period  or  three  years,  and 
then  coming  to  his  present  location. 

On  settling  here  Mr.  Hibner  found  that  no 
improvements  had  been  made,  with  the  exception 
of  a  little  log  house,  and  lie  at  once  bent  his 
efforts  toward  making  the  place  somewhat  i-ealize 
his  idea  of  a  fai-m.  His  marriage  took  place 
in  Oakland  Coimty,  his  bride  being  Miss  Aistena 
Millhberg,  like  himself,  a  native  of  Germany. 
They  are  the  iKii'ents  of  eight  children,  five  daugh- 
ter and  three  sons,  whose  names  are  as  follows: 
Mavy,  Charles,  Emma,  Anna,  Lenor,  Henry,  Mer- 
win  and  Susan.  Mary  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  M. 
Wyeoff,  and  resides  not  a  great  distance  from  her 
parents.  The  cliildi-en  ai-e  all  bright  and  intelli- 
gent, the  boys  being  gifted  witli  considerable  busi- 
ness cajmbility  and  talent.  The  young  ladies  ai'C 
accomplished  and  prepossessing, 

Mr.  Hibner  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred  and 
fifteen  acres  of  land,  all  in  one  body  except  eighty 
acres  which  is  on  section  10,  It  speaks  well  for 
our  subject's  ability  as  a  business  man  tliat  while 
he  came  to  this  State  with  scarcely  more  than  an 
abiding  faith  in  his  physical  strength,  and  his 
ability  to  work  for  what  he  wanted,  he  has  acquir- 
ed his  present  handsome  proijerty.  His  residence 
a  view  of  which  appears  on  another  page,  was 
built  in  1875  at  a  cost  of  *1,500.  It  is  a  cozy  and 
comfortable  little  home  that  is  gay  with  the  merry 
jests  and  ringing  laughter  of  the  young  people. 
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Our  subject  deals  quite  extensively  in  slici-p, 
and  at  preseut  has  two  hundi-ed  head  of  tino  biec<l 
HiB  farm  is  well  stocked,  inigated  and  dianitd 
and  he  cultivates  the  entii-e  place  with  the  extep 
lion  of  eighty  acres.  lie  ownsafaim  ou  section 
14,  upon  which  is  a  good  house,  with  otliei  im 
pvovemeuts.  In  his  iK>liti(sil  pnucipksand  prcdi 
lection,  Mr.  Hibner  is  a  Itepublican.  IIis  lii-^t  vote 
was  cast  for  Buchanan.  He  was  learcd  in  a  1  ii 
thei'an  family  and  is  still  an  adherent  of  that  faith 
liis  wife  and  children  also  belonging  to  thit 
ohurcli. 


^^EOIH^E  A.  MARSH.  Tlie  agncultiuvil  ele- 
ll  SB  nieiit  forms  the  baokbono  of  every  com- 
^^8  munity,  for  upon  its  cliai-acter  and  work 
depends  the  i-eal  development  of  the  i-osoui'ces  of 
that  section  of  the  country;  and  if  enteiijrise,  in- 
dustry and  integrity  are  laeking  the  whole  body 
corporate  will  be  lacking  in  vitality,  strength  and 


Among  the  fHi'mci-s  of  Handy  Township,  Liv- 
ingston Countj",  we  And  Mr.  Marsh,  living  on  sec- 
lions  2SI  and  30,  whei-e  he  lias  a  splendid  faiin  of 
one  hundred  aci-es.  This  county  contains  his 
native  home,  as  lie  was  born  in  Unadilla  Town- 
ship, in  the  year  1849,  and  in  that  same  township 
liis  parents  Zenas  and  Mary  (Glenn)  Mareh  were 
married  and  made  Iheli-  early  wedded  home,  as 
they  had  come  when  quite  young  to  Uiis  county. 
The  settled  upon  a  wooded  farm  and  having  cleared 
it  off  and  impi-oved  it,  lived  there  till  1860  when 
Zenas  Marsh  died  upon  tiie  old  homestead,  and 
twelve  yeal^9  later  his  faithful  wife  expired  in 
Fowlerville.  The  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  had  always  been  tlie  iK>litical  sentiments  of 
Mr,  Marsh,  but  he  had  not  meddled  in  pxiblic  af- 
faii-s. 

'nie  worthy  pioneer  couple  of  whom  we  have 
now  spoken  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  Jive  are  now  living,  namely:  Emily  T., 
(Mi-s.  Btetcalf),  Kobert,  our  subject,  Inez,  (Mrs. 
Powers)  and  Edward,     The  subject  of  this  sketeh 


lemimed  at  home  thioitgb  boyhood  ind  \outh 
and  lectived  Ins  sthooling  in  Unadilli  Iounshi|i 
and  when  lie  it  ichtd  his  majcmt^  he  "ietlled  half  a 
mile  south  of  towlemlle  foi  two  \e.ii«  and 
then  sold  tint  pioi)eit\  and  cimt,  ind  puicha'-ed 
the  plicc  up(  n  winch  he  no«  lesidet  He  lias 
ckiied  the  timbei  fiom  this  ti-act  and  his  placed 
upon  it  fine  buildings  and  othei  good  impiovc 
mentb  His  home  is  inaiked  by  more  evidences  of 
taste  ind  cultuie  than  maiM  faim  houses  and  its 
-uiioundines  are  mist  attract  ve 

liie  othce   of    Coomisionei    of   Highways    wis 

i   given  to  lum  f  i   two    years  aid  f      q    tea    1  nif 

I   while  he  attended   to  tl  e   duties    f  Road  Moetei 

and  lias  also  held  otl  ei  offl  -e       Tl  e  I  apj  j  ma    tal 

union  of  (Jeorge    A     Ma-s]     ail    S     a      Saiidcs 

dates  from   18  J    wlei  at   th     res  le  ce  of  tie 

.   bride's  parents  tie;    weic  made   one     II  is  lad\ 

!    was  born  in  Mai    n  lowusl  i|  ai  1  is  a  dai  ghte    of 

I    Frederick  and  Ma  \  (Love)    Sa  indei-s    an  If  n„lish 

;    couple  who  came  to  \meii  a     n    1836     oi  1  made 

ttieu  home  foi    sometime    in  1  iMuifston  County, 

bifore    then     maiiiagc       Mi     Saiindei-s  attended 

school  foi  a  while  aftei  coming  to  Michigan,  ajid 

suiisequent  to  liis  mauiage,  wliidi    took  place  in 

Alaiion  lownsjiip  he  made  his  home  there     Mi-s 

'saundei's'   fathei    was  also  a  iiati\e  of  England, 

Henry  (j.  Love  by  name,  and  he  hkcwi&c  cnine  to 

.    America  in  1836  and    Ijecaine  one  of  the  pioneei-s 

j    of  Slarion  Township.     His  faithful  comiMinion  de- 

!    jMirted  tliis  life  while  they  were  h\ing  in  Lngland, 

j   and  he  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mi-s,Saundci-s  were 

the  happy  |tai-ents   of   six  cliildi-en,  four    only  of 

whom  now  survive,  they  ai-c:     Mi-s.  Mai-sh,  William 

II..  Tilla,  (Mrs.  I>emei-est,  deceased),  Mary  J.,  (Mrs. 

Hemerest),  Lydia  E.,  and  Lyda  (deceased.)     The 

mother  departed  tljis  life  February  7,  1889. 

Among  the  prominent  leadere  in  the  People's 
party  in  Livingston  County,  Mr.  Mai'Sh's  name 
may  well  appear.  His  intelligence  and  thorough 
understanding  of  public  affaii'S  and  his  enthusiasm 
for  the  principles  which  that  party  repi'esente,  make 
him  exceedingly  influential  among  the  men  who 
are  following  the  ideas  promulgated  by  that  party. 
In  agricultural  cireles  he  is  also  regaided  as  a 
prominent  man,  as  the  fine  condition  of  his  farm 
gives  him   a   prestige  which   he  richly   deserves. 
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Hig  tine  buildings  and  excellent  improvemente 
show  to  every  observer  the  hand  ot  a  thorough- 
going and  e>-stem!itie  fanner  and  bis  l>\irhani  cattle 
find  fine  hoi'sesare  worthy  of  the  pi'ide  which  lie 
feels  in  tliem. 


US.  SAIfKl'TA  U[<']li\IONI).  Tliu  kdy 
who  is  tlie  owner  of  tlie  farm  tliat  is  a 
S  model  of  its  kind  and  located  on  section 
19,  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County, 
lias  administered  Iter  business  affairs  ivitli  so  much 
ability  as  to  rank  high  among  her  sex  as  a  financier 
and  manager.  Her  farm  comprises  sixty  acres 
wliich  is  under  a  state  of  cai'eful  cultivation.  She 
came  to  this  township  in  1847  when  the  place  was 
a  wilderness,  and  although  she  belongs  to  tlie  sex 
that,  was  formerly  spoken  of,  by  the  "lords  of  crea- 
tion" as  the  weaker  one,  she  did  her  part  as  a 
pioneer  in  developing  the  country,  for  weak  in- 
deed woxild  be  the  woman  in  pioneer  times  who, 
in  tlie  stress  and'press  of  harvest  labor  could  not 
go  out  in  the  fields  with  rake  or  hoe  and  accom- 
plish a  fair  day's  work. 

The  lady  of  whom  it  is  our  |iteasant  privilege  to 
liere  give  a  short  biographical  sketch  in  outline  is 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Betsey  (lleroy)  Brun- 
dage,  natives  of  New  York.  Her  fatlier  came  to 
Michigan  in  1847  and  settled  on  section  21,  of  this 
township  and  county,  having  purchased  a  farm  to 
whicli  he  bent  his  eflforts  to  cultivate  and  improve. 
There  he  lived  and  died,  having  had  a  family  of 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living.  Tliey 
are  Cliarles;  William,  who  lives  in  California;  our 
subject,  (Mrs.  Richmond),  and  Peiry,  of  Gratiot 
County. 

Mrs.  Kichmond  joined  lier  fate  witli  that  of 
Tracy  R.  Richmond,  November  26  18.'J6  He  was 
born  near  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  in  1836  and  was  the 
son  of  Simeon  and  Polly  Richmond  who  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  tti-st  at  Pnuknev  wbeie  tin 
elder  Mr.  Richmond  worked  at  hi*  tiade  nhicli  wis 
that  of  a  carpenter.  Our  subjtit^  husband  was 
reared  a  farmer  and  remained  lo^al  to  t)i»  calling 


thi-ough  life.  After  their  marriage  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Howell  Township  on  section 
20,  and  lived  there  a  year,  enjoying  the  comforts 
of  home  in  this  new  location.  He  then  rented  a 
farm  for  four  years,  after  whicli  hepui'chased  forty 
iH'ies  of  land  in  this  vicinity  and  later  purcliased 
the  tract  wJiereon  his  widow  at  present  resides. 
1 1  is  lirst  pui-cliase  comprised  forty  aci-es,  which  was 
tlio  nucleus  of  the  tine  farm  which  lie  owned  at  the 
time  of  his  decease,  irpon  this  he  built  a  very 
■rood  I'esidence  in  which  his  widow  now  resides. 
Mr.  Richmond  was  a  man  of  progi'essive  tendencies, 
greatly  interested  in  everything  that  looked  t<i- 
ward  a  furtherance  of  domestic,  municipal  or  na- 
tional (iovernment.  Personally  he  was  genial  and 
very  popular  witfi  his  associates.  His  decease  <»■- 
curred  May  5,  1880,  at  which  time  he  was  fortj- 
three  yeai^  and  five  montlis  of  age. 

Mrs.  Richmond's  consort  was  a  Republican  in 
his  predilection.  He  was  particulary  interested  in 
the  governmental  affairs  of  the  locality.  He  left 
a  family  comprising  a  wife  and  two  cliildren. 
Jay,  tlie  elder  son,  married  Celia  Mclntosli,  and 
now  lives  on  the  liome  farm.  He  has  two  childi'en 
—Ray  W.  and  Eva.  The  younger  child,  a  daughter, 
Mary  E.,  became  Mrs.  Frank  R,  Crandal.  She  is 
now  deceased,  having  departed  this  life  Mareh  19, 
1888.  Slie  left  two  children— Tracy  F,  and  Mary  li. 
Jay  Richmond  is  his  mother's  able  assistant  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  fai-m  and  it  shows  no 
diminution  in  care  and  attention,  he  evidently 
being  a  man  who  thoroughly  understands  his  busi- 
ness. Their  home  is  a  beautiful  rural  residence  in 
the  midst  of  a  wide  rolling  lawn  surrounded  witli 
choice  shade  and  fruit  trees.  Our  subject  is  a  wortli  y 
lady  wlio  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  lier  friends 
and  neighbor. 


"^^^.1^l@$@l^^^^ 


'OII>'  ARMSTRONG,  Although  our  subject 
hi^  passed  three-quarters  of  a  century,  and 
_  III  during  this  time  he  has  experienced  the 
^&fl  frost  of  the  world's  wintry  wisdom,  as  well 
as  the  brightness  und  sunshine  of  encouragement 
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and  joy,  his  heai't  is  as  young  and  untoueJied  as 
though  youtli  were  immortal.  He  reminds  one  of 
a  sturdy  oak  on  the  mountain  side,  rough  and 
rugged  of  branch  and  barit,  yet  giving  an  im|>res- 
sion  of  sti-ength  and  chai'acter  such  as  no  otiier  tree 
conveys,  and  at  the  same  time  casting  a  grateful 
shade  over  the  too  heated  pathways  through  the 
summer  woods.  The  tree  bears  upon  its  rugged 
exterior  the  history  of  nature,  the  story  of  tem- 
pests, of  droQth,  flood  and  scorching  sunstiine.  The 
man  is  an  unwritten  history  of  moments  of  passion, 
restraint,  reservation,  pleasure  and  pain.  He  will 
tell  you  some  of  his  life,  but  the  golden  iiart,  the 
part  that  we  curious  mortals  care  most  to  pry  into, 
he  locks  in  the  depths  of  his  own  heart,  as  the  oak 
bears  in  its  inner  rings  its  life  history. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  the 
farm  on  section  26,  Ilartland  Township,  Livingston 
County.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Fabius  Township,  Onondaga 
County,  September  28,  1816.  We  will  not  here 
attempt  to  give  a  biography  of  his  i)arent8  as  one 
will  be  found  under  the  sketch  of  our  subject's 
brother,  Mr.  L.  ]>.  Armstrong,  in  another  pai-t  of 
this  volume.  Ho  of  whom  we  write  is  the  young- 
est of  six  children  bom  to  his  parents  and  of  these 
three  only  are  now  living.  Mr.  Armsti-ong  was 
very  young  when  obliged  to  start  out  in  life  for 
himself,  being  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
flrst  began  to  work  as  he  could  by  the  month  or 
day. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  I'eceived  twenty-four 
acres  of  land  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  from  his 
mother.  He  however  paid  for  tlie  land  and  took 
care  of  his  mother  and  brother  until  their  decease. 
His  marriage  took  place  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
March  26,  1848,  his  bride  being  Almira  Talmage. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Saratoga  County,  N,  Y., 
being  there  born  in  1828.  She  was,  however,  reared 
in  the  town  of  Parma,  Moni-oe  County.  After 
their  marriage  our  subject  sold  their  little  tract  of 
twenty-four  acres  for  $1,100,  and  he  immediately 
invested  the  proceeds  in  a  fann  of  flfty-twc  and  a 
half  acres  in  the  town  of  Greece,  Monioe  Coimty, 
of  the  same  State,  there  he  remained  carrying  on  a 
general  business  in  agriculture  until  1864,  when  he 
came  to  Hartland,  this  county  and  State,  and  lo- 


cated on  section  26.  He,  witli  his  family  still  live 
in  the  same  log  house  tlmt  was  on  the  place  when 
he  came  here.  He  is  now,  however,  building  a  new 
frame  dwelling  which  he  contemplates  with  much 
pride  and  pleasure. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armstrong  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  now  living.  They 
are:  Edna,  JjOi'enzo  L.,  Charles,  Lydie,  .John  E., 
.lulia  E.,  and  William  H.  The  oldest  child  and 
daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Chester  Campbell. 
They  reside  on  a  farm  in  Antrim  Township,  .Sliia- 
wassee  Coiinty.  Lorenzo  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Ilartland  Township,  this  county,  Charles  is  also  a 
fanner  living  in  Antrim  Township,  Sliiawassee 
County.  J^.ydie  is  the  wife  of  11.  Itrowu,  and  lives 
in  tJiis  vicinity.  .John  K.  resides  in  Ilartland 
Township.  .lulia  E.  still  makes  her  home  with  her 
liarcnts  as  does  her  brother  William  H, 

Our  subject  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  tlu-ee 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  some  of  the  finest 
land  in  Livingston  County.  It  is  well  improved 
and  so  fertile  tliat  it  needs  only  tc  be  turned  over 
witli  the  plow  and  put  t«  seed  to  bring  fortli  a 
iKiuntiful  harvest.  Most  of  the  improvements 
have  been  made  thereon  by  himself  although  his 
eldest  and  youngest  sons  are  now  conduttting  the 
work  of  tlie  fann  on  shares.  Our  subject's  fli-st 
vote  was  cast  for  .lames  K.  Polk.  He  is  now  an 
ardent  Republican  taking  as  great  an  iutci'cst  in 
political  news  as  in  iii^  younger  days. 


--^^^S-^-t^i 


1U  ,  IRAai  W.    BAKKU.      1 
|j    jV  "hftniy  handed  sons  i 


1  idea  of  the 
soil"  is  to  a 
it  extent  exploded,  agricultural  nieth- 
(^^  ods  at  this  time  being  cairied  on  with 
comparatively  little  manual  labor,  the  imjiroved 
implements,  whose  motive  power  is  steam  or  elec- 
tricity, accomplishing  in  one-tenth  the  time  the 
work  that  was  foi-merly  i>erformed  by  hand.  It  is 
quite  possible  for  even  the  gi'eat  majority  in  this 
countiy  as  well  as  in  England  to  be  "gentleman 
farmers."  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
favored  repi-esentatives  of  agriculture  in  ttis  dig- 
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rict,  ownitto;  a  flns  farm  of  sixty  tiirai  oa  SBCtion 
8,  Mei-idian  Township,  Ingham  County.  He  d«- 
votes  liiniself  to  general  fanning.  He  was  born  in 
North iiinberland,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
ber 22,  1837.  His  father,  Alexander  C,  Baker,  is 
by  occniJation  a  fanner,  and  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  born  in  1810.  His  de- 
cease'occurred  while  he  was  yet  in  the  heyday  of 
youth. 

Hiram  Baker's  mother  was  in  lier  maiden  days 
Mies  ]Jeteey  Tj.  Williams.  She  was  born  in  Wilton, 
Hai-atoga  County,  N.  Y.,  November  16,  1811,  and 
died  October  23,  1888,  Our  subject  remained  un- 
der the  jmreutal  roof  until  he  was  sixteen  yeare  of 
age,  lieiping  his  fatlier  with  the  fann.  His  oi)por- 
tiuiities  for  attending  even  a  district  school  were 
very  poor,  and  tlie  knowledge  usually  acquired  in 
the  p\iblic  schools  he  lias  laiiorionsly  secured  by 
iudividual  study  and  by  exiierience.  When  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  started  out  in  life  to  make  his 
own  living.  In  comjwny  with  another  boy  he 
went  to  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  obtained  work  on  a  rail- 
road at  that  place.  After  pursuing  this  lieavy  em- 
ployment for  n('!iily  a  vi'iir,  be  returned  to  New 
York  and  spent  .six  yf!u>  in  fanning  in  Yates 
County. 

Having  acqiiii-ed  a  home  and  assured  of.  at  least. 
the  necessities  of  life,  Mr.  liaker  took  unto  himself 
a  wife.  His  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  C.  Chase  oc- 
ciiri-ed  Januai-y  8,  1861.  The  lady  was  a  daughter 
of  Calvin  Chase,  a  farmer  in  that  vicinity,  and  was 
born  August  20,  1837,  in  Carbondale,  Pa.  Care- 
fully educated,  she  Ijecame  a  teacher  and  was  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  this  eapacity  for  several 
yeai's.  She  enjoyed  the  special  advantage  of  a 
course  in  Union  Seminary  in  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.  In  1861  the  young  couple  came  to  Michigan 
and  rented  a  fanii  near  liattle  Creek,  where  they 
remained  for  eleven  years.  They  then  removed 
into  Ingham  County,  where  they  were  engaged  in 
farming  for  a  short  time. 

By  practicing  tlie  strictest  economy,  our  subject 
was  at  last  enabled  to  purchase  the  comfortable 
home  that  tliey  now  occupy.  Seveml  substantial 
improvements  liad.been  made  upon  the  place  since 
they  came  here,  and  the  careful  attention  in  the 
way  of  cultivation  tliat  Mr.  Baker  has  given  the 


place  has  added  greatly  to  its  value.  While  in 
New  York,  Mrs.  Baker  was  a  member  of  the  liaptist 
C'hui-ch,  but  has  not  identified  herself  with  any  re- 
ligious body  since  coming  here.  They  are  both 
membei-sof  Harmony  Alliance,  No,  l,of  line  Lake, 
the  iii-st  lodge  organized  in  Michigan,  Mr.  Baker 
was  also  the  tii-st  candidate  to  be  initiated  in  the 
Ukemos  Grange  after  its  organization.  Our  sub- 
ject has  always  been  a  Democrat.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a 
highly  accomplished  lady  with  decided  tastes  and 
talents  in  an  artistic  direction.  Their  home  is 
made  charming  by  the  dainty  works  of  her  hand. 


i\  AliSHAL  COFFEY.  One  of  Uie  most  de- 
lightful homes  in  Handy  Township,is  that 
owned  by  the  enterprising  young  farmei' 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketcli, 
lie  is  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  5ixt\' 
aerL's  on  section  18,  Handy  Townsliip,  Livingston 
County,  upon  which  is  buiit  a  comfortable  and 
commodious  home  that  is  the  meeting  place  for  the 
choice  spirits  of  the  vicinity.  Mrs.  Coffey  is  an  ex- 
ceptionally attractive  lady,  with  bright  convei-sa- 
tional  powera,  and  having  much  talent  in  the  mu- 
sical dtrectioil.  Her  literary  tastes  and  judgment 
are  of  the  most  refined  character,  and  their  home 
abounds  in  the  latest  productions  of  litei-atui-e  and 
works  of  a  scientific  nature.  They  are  thoroughly 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  do  not  believe  in  looking 
on  life  as  a  dark  or  dreary  state, 

Mr.  Coffey  was  bom  on  section  18,  Handy  Town- 
sliip, where  he  now  lives.  His  natal  day  waa  l>e- 
cember  18,  1865.  His  parents  were  I^evi  and  Julia 
(White)  Coffey,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  who 
came  to  Michigan  at  a  very  early  day,  and  here 
the  father  accumulated  by  his  prudence,  economy 
and  industry,  a  itandsome  fortune.  At  one  time 
lie  was  tlie  owner  of  a  very  handsome  estate,  (x>m- 
prising  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  aci-es  of 
land.  Prior  to  settling  in  Handy  Township,  he 
was  in  Marion  Township,  later  settling  in  Washte- 
naw, finally  locating  permanently  upon  the  farm 
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above  referred  to,  and  wLiere  liis  decease  took  pLice 
February  24,  1891,  liis  wife  liavinf;  preceded  liiin 
by  ten  years. 

Four  sons  grew  up  about  tlieir  [jarente,  and  as 
tliey  reached  yeai-s  of  matiu'ity,  made  bomes  of 
their  own.  Our  subject,  Marshal  Coffey,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  EUie  C.  Oriswold,  November  20,  1889, 
The  lady  is  a  daugliter  of  Joseph  and  Laura  (Will- 
iams) Griswold,  of  Handy  Township,  one  of  tbe 
rejjresentative  farmers  of  tiiis  locality.  A  native 
of  New  York,  Mr.  (Jriswold  came  to  Michigan  in 
an  early  day,  and  now  lives  on  section  22,  of  this 
township.  TJiey  have  a  family  of  five  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Bert,  Jay,  EfHe,  now 
Mrs,  Marshal  Coffey,  Leah  and  Rutherford.  The 
young  people  have  all  been  given  the  advantages 
of  a  literal  education,  and  having  bnght,  aspiring 
natures  they  easily  take  their  places  in  the  highest 
social  ranks  of  the  locality.  Mr.  (Sriswold  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  giving  his  vote  and  influence 
wholly  to  that  pai-ty. 

Our  subject,  Mai-shal  Coffey,  is  one  of  the  pi-om- 
inent  young  farmers  who  by  their  progiessive  ten- 
dencies and  energetic  young  lilood  go  to  make 
Livingston  County  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  sis- 
terhood of  this  great  lumbering  and  agricultural 
State,     lie  holds  to  the  Democratic  faitJi. 


JKSSE  JACOBS.  Tlie  -,'entleinan  wliosc  name 
is  at  tJic  Jieatl  of  this  sketch  is  the  owner  of 
a  line  farm  comprising  one  hiuidred  and 
ninety  acres  and  located  on  section  27, 
Howell  TownBhi|),  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Jacobs 
is  one  of  the  extensive  fannere  in  this  township, 
dividing  his  attention  between  his  own  farm,wliere 
he  raises  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  for  market,  and 
doing  the  threshing  for  other  fanners  in  tlie  county, 
he  being  the  possessor  of  some  of  the  finest  and 
most  modern  machines  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  bom  in  Steuben  County,  Corn- 
ing Township,  N.  Y.,  December  18, 1840.  His  par- 
ents were  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Hearls)  .Jacolis, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.     The  former  was  tlie 


owner  of  one  hnndi-ed  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
which  he  cultivated  before  coming  West,  and  in 
1859  he  sold  this  place  and  taking  his  way  toward 
the  setting  sun  settled  in  the  township  of  Howell. 
He  is  now  retired  from  the  active  pursuits  of  an 
agricultural  calling.  Our  subject's  mother  died  at 
riainfleld,  Livingston  County,  February  6,  1887. 
Mr,  Jacobs,  Sr.,  ia  the  father  of  nine  chUdi-en,  six 
of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Mary,  Jesse, 
Levi,  Benjamin,  Pliiiander  and  Chai-Ies. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  the  greater 
jtai't  of  his  education  in  Corning.  Kteulion  County', 
N.  Y.  lie  was  reared  a  farmer  lioy  and  on  com- 
ing West  with  his  parents  worked  out  on  farms 
until  lie  had  accuraiilated  enough  to  purchase  one 
lunidied  and  twenty  acres  in  Ifnadilla  Township, 
this  county.  Fifty  acres  of  this  tract  was  timber 
land.  This  he  cleared,  and  lived  upon  the  place 
for  seven  yeare,  at  tlie  end  of  which  time  he  sold 
and  came  to  tbe  farm  where  he  at  present  resides. 
His  original  purehase  here  comprised  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  seventy- 
two  immediately  adjoining.  Twenty  acres  of  his 
last  pui-chase  was  timber  laud  that  lie  cleared.  Mr. 
Jacobs  has  good,  comfortable  fai'm  buildings,  there 
being  three  bouses  upon  the  place  and  also  three 
barns.  In  two  of  these  houses  there  are  tenants 
who  assist  him  with  the  f  ai-m  work.  He  has  planted 
three  orchards  on  his  place  which  now  jield 
bountifully.  He  also  I'aises  much  small  fruit  and 
liis  fann  being  only  two  miles  from  the  town  of 
Howell  he  finds  a  i-eady  market  for  this  produce 
near  at  hand.  He  has  as  good  a  farm  as  there  is  in 
the  township  and  it  has  lieen  so  made  by  his  own 
industry  and  efforts. 

In  1 865  tbe  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
married  to  Miss  Ada  M.  Barber,  of  ]>exter,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  tbe  advent  of  eight  children.  'Hiey  are 
Augusta,  Mary,  Sarah,Harriet,  Jesse,  Blanche,  Will- 
iam II.  and  Jenny.  Augusta  married  Harvey 
White;  they  are  the  {)ai'ents  of  two  children — Ar- 
tansia  and  an  infant  who  at  the  time  of  writing 
was  not  named.  They  reside  in  Tngliam  Coxnitj", 
this  State.  Mary  is  now  Mi-s.  ('arl  Boody,  who  is 
a  resident  of  Coloi'ado. 

Mr.  Jacobs  is  a  lie]niblican  in  liij^  party  aitiliation. 
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Naturally  intevested  Id  local  polities  lie  is  also  well 
infoniied  in  regard  to  the  National  Government 
and  can  liokl  Jiis  own  in  argument  with  any  of  the 
JJemoerats  in  the  vicinity.  Our  subject  lias  been 
a  very  hard  worker  and  the  competency  that  he 
lins  gained  has  been  secured  only  by  the  most  in- 
defatigable labor.  He  has  in  connection  with  his 
farming  interests  been  threshing  grain  for  the  last 
twenty-one  years,  doing  most  of  the  threshing  for 
farmers  who  do  not  possess  their  own  implements. 
He  has  a  steam  thresher  of  ten-horse  ix)wer.  . 


ON.  GKORGE  COLKMAN.     llie  early  his- 
111  tory  of  this  family  in  America  re.ids  like 


the  lines  of  a  fairy  story,  as  William  Cole- 
man, tlie  progenitor  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family,  came  to  this  coiintry  from  England 
in  the  latter  i>art  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  be- 
ing an  orphan  boy,  was  bound  out  by  the  Captain 
of  the  vessel  in  which  he  came,  to  a  man  on  Long 
Island,  who  was  a  wealthy  farmer.  As  this  yonth 
grew  np  to  manhood  he  learned  to  love  the  beau- 
tiful daughter  of  his  master,  and  at  last  was  wedded 
to  her.  They  "lived  in  happiness  ever  after"  and 
had  four  sons,  one  of  whom,  named  John,  settled 
in  Connecticut,  and  from  him  came  the  family  of 
our  subject. 

The  descendant  of  whom  we  write,  who  is  now 
the  County  Treasurer  of  Livingston  (Jounty, Mich., 
and  a  resident  of  Howell,  was  born  in  Orange 
County,  N,  Y.,  Septeml>er  7,  1833.  His  itarents, 
Eri  and  Nusannah  (Lee)  Coleman,  were  natives  of 
that  county  and  the  father  was  a  wagon-maker  by 
trade,  who  in  his  boyhood  had  been  bound  out  for 
seven  yeai-s  to  learn  his  trade.  After  serving  five 
years  he  paid  his  master  for  the  remainder  of  the 
time  and  started  in  business  for  himself  in  Orange 
County.  Later  in  his  life  he  purchased  a  farm  on 
which  were  a  gristmill  and  a  plaster  mill,  which  he 
carried  on  until  October,  1843,  when  he  sold  his 
property  and  came  to  Michigan. 

Eri  Coleman  now  settled  in  Marion  Township, 
Livingston   County,  whore  lie  engaged  in  farming 


ujion  a  five  hundred-acre  tract,  a  great  portion  of 
which  he  cleared  of  timber,  and  remained  upon  it 
until  1857,  when  he  went  to  Pinckney,  this  county. 
He  engaged  in  the  mei-cantile  business  and  followed 
it  until  his  death  in  1864.  His  faithful  wife  sur- 
vived him  and  remained  with  her  children  until 
1873.  The  large  farm  was  divided  among  the 
sons,  our  subject  receiving  two  hundred  acres,  and 
two  oUier  sons,  Jasiwr  and  Floyd,  receiving  their 
share.  The  father  was  the  Postmaster  of  Pinckney 
for  several  years  and  was  one  of  the  wealtliy  men 
of  the  county.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
views.  He  had  flvesoiis  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Mary  E.,  Milton,  Chai'les,  George,  Jasper  and  Floyd. 
Milton  is  in  California  and  was  for  twenty  years 
the  Overseer  in  the  Navy  Yard  at  San  iVanciseo, 
and  Jnsper  is  on  a  farm  in  Clinton  County,  this 
State. 

Tlie  father  of  Eri  Coleman  was  William  and  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Iteeve.  Both  of  them  were 
natives  of  Orange  County  and  they  had  a  family 
of  nine  children.  'Hie  father  of  William  was  John . 
who  was  born  in  New  London  County,  Conn.,  and 
he  was  one  of  the  four  sons  who  were,  descended 
from  the  first  progenitor,  who  man'ied  the  beauti- 
ful daughter  of  the  wealtliy  farmer. 

John  Coleman,  tlie  great-grandfather  of  oursub- 
jeet,  removed  from  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  sou  William  was  bom,  to  Pennsylvania,  going 
tliither  about  the  year  1772,  and  remaining  there 
until  the  occurrence  of  the  Massacre  of  Wyoming, 
wJien  he  returned  to  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  His 
wife,  Sarah,  was  a  daughter  of  Josiah  Coleman, the 
son  of  William,  the  originator  of  the  family,  and 
was,  therefore,  a  flret  cousin  of  her  husband. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  upon  the  farm 
and  remained  upon  the  old  homestead  after  his 
father  left  the  fai-m,  and  went  into  merehandising. 
He  has  about  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Marion 
Township,  on  which  he  lived  from  1857,  when  he 
took  jK>ssession  of  it,  until  1889.  He  purehased 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  adjoining  the  city 
limits  in  1881,  and  there  he  now  lives.  Besides 
these  properties  in  Marion  Townsiiip,  he  has  other 
lands  in  the  State.  He  has  represented  this  county 
twice  ill  the  State  Legislature,  once  during  the  ses- 
sion of  1883  and  itgain  in  1885,  and  foi'  five  years 
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has  been  Supervisor  of  the  townsliip.  From  the 
lime  he  waa  tweiitv-foiir  years  old  he  tilled  tlie 
olflce  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  sixteen  years  in 
suecesBion.  and  lie  was  elected  to  his  ineseiit  ijosi- 
tion  in  18S7. 

Tlie  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Sarah  Rub- 
bins,  of  Marion  Townaliip,  took  place  in  1855. 
Tlie  parents  of  Mrs.  Coleman  were  Adam  and  Sarah 
(Hill)  Rubbina,  botli  of  whom  were  bom  in  Eng- 
land and  came  to  Amtrica  in  1836,  settling  in 
Marion  Townsliip,  Livingston  County,  where  they 
spent  their  lives  upon  a  fann.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Rub- 
bins  liad  eight  children — Mary  A.  (who  is  Mrs. 
Thomas),  Clements,  Adam  Jr.,  Sarah  (who  was  Mrs. 
Coleman),  Eliza  (now  Mrs.  Coleman),  Adeline 
(Mrs.  Beach),  Liicy  (Mrs.  Alford  Taylor),  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Mi-s.Reason,now  deceased).  Mrs-Sarah 
Coleman  liad  a  family  of  thi-ee  children;  Nora, 
Frank  and  Wilmer.  Nora  is  now  Jfrs.  John  IIe]i- 
dei-son;  Frank  is  married  to  Alice  i'eunster  and 
has  thi-ee  children.  Bruce,  George  and  Nora;  and 
Wilmer  ie  united  in  mai'riage  with  Hattie  Jefh'ey 
and  has  tliree  children,  Louise,  Laiira  and  (Charles. 

Mi-s.  Sarah  Coleman  died  in  1860  and  Mr.  Cole- 
man married  for  his  second  wife  her  sister  Kliza, 
who  now  has  two  children,  Sarah  and  Susan.  Our 
subject  helped  to  organize  the  First  State  and  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Howell,  and  is  a  stockholder  therein. 
His  political  views  have  led  him  to  affiliate  with 
the  Democratic  party,  in  which  lie  has  ^-eat  confi- 
dence and  for  wliusc  future  j ira-i peril. v  lie  works 
and  votes. 


^.^  LMKRON  DANIELS  is   a    retired    farmer. 

'^jOj  owning  a  good  ti'act  of  eighty-eight  and 
III  li  seventy-nine  hundredths  acres  of  land  on 
1^?  section  22,  Meridian    Township,   Ingham 

County.  He  was  l)orn  in  the  town  of  Regia,  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1817.  His  father  was 
Elijah  Daniels,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in 
1793.  While  in  Massachusetts  lie  employed  him- 
self as  a  baker  and  shoemaker,  but  after  coming  to 


this  county  he  became  a  farmer.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  War  of  1812,  serving  from  the  beginningto 
the  close.  He  died  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  Sei>- 
tember  18,  1839.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  prior 
to  her  marriage.  Miss  Axa  Wolcott,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  but  whose  rearing  was  chielly  in 
New  York  where  her  father  was  one  of  the  very 
oldest  settle  IS. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  his  father  died, 
in  183g(the  motlier  died  in  1829)and  he  helped  clear 
up  the  new  farm  and  support  the  family,  as  he  was 
the  eldest.  Wlien  seventeen  years  of  age  he  worked 
out  by  the  month,  receiving  for  six  months  17  and 
later  #9  per  month  for  his  hil>or.  He  gave  his  earn- 
ings to  ills  parents  with  the  exception  of  fonrteen 
shillings.  After  he  had  I'eached  the  age  of  nineteeit 
yeai-s  he  went  to  school  only  one  winter  and  at 
that  time  paid  his  own  tuition  and  worked  for  his 
IjoaM.  After  the  age  of  nineteen  he  worked  at 
home  until  twenty-one,  when  he  was  engaged  with 
other  farmers  until  twenty-eight  yeai-s  of  age.  He 
had  learned  the  carpenter's  and  joiner's  trade  and 
combined  this  profitably  with  liis  knowledge  of 
farming. 

When  Mr.  Daniels  was  twenty-eight  yeai-s  old  he 
was  married,  November  !),  1845,  to  Miss  Aurelia 
Hull,  a  native  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Kdmuiid  Hull,  a  farmer.  Our  subject's  grandfather, 
Samuel  Daniels,  was  a  farmer  in  Scotland  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day.  They  located 
in  Niagara  County  in  tlie  jilace  that  has  since  teen 
called  the  Daniel's  settlement.  (Some  of  the  family 
are  known  by  the  name  of  McDonald).  After 
maiTiage  our  subject  lived  for  a  while  on  the  old 
place  and  then  sold  his  portion  and  moved  to  an- 
other part  of  the  township.  He  again  sold  and  on 
the  1st  of  Maivh,  1853,  landed  in  the  vlUage 
of  Lansing,  remaining  tliere  employed  as  a  cari>en- 
ter  and  joiner  until  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he 
moved  to  tlie  township  of  Bath,  Clinton  County. 
staying  there  for  seven  years.  He  then  again  sold 
and  in  a  short  time  moved  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns.  Mrs.  Daniels  was  a  devoted  memlwr  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  giving  her  aid  and  encour- 
agement to  that  body  until  it  was  disbanded  here. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  51a-vonie  lodire  at 
Okemos.     In  polities  he  is  a  Gieenbacker,    He  lia-- 
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fought  in  life  for  every  inch  of  ground  lie  has  made 
and  is  deserving  of  the  comforts  whicli  his  present 
position  enables  liim  to  liave. 

Almeron  Daniels  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion in  February,  1864,  joining  Berdan's  United 
States  Shai-pshootors.  He  was  with  the  Second 
Regiment  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  at 
Spotteylvania  and  served  until  the  close  of  war, 
receiving  an  honorable  discharge  April  29,  186,'j. 
lie  and  his  wife  n.re  the  i>arents  of  two  children — 
Myron  II.,  who  was  born  January  1,  1851  and 
married  Phebe  Homish,  becoming  by  tliis  iinion 
the  father  of  three  children — Charles  A.,  Lottie  and 
Ii-a.  Myretta  H.,  born  December  9,  1853,  was  mar- 
ried to  Lewis  N.  Kent,  of  Okemos;  they  arc  tJic 
parents  of  two  ehildren— KMiel  and  Jiurr. 


OSCAR  F.  PERRY,  the  old  settler  and  lead- 
ing citizen  of  Ix)cke  Township,  Ingham 
County,  is  a  native  of  Sandusky  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  Iwrn  July  11,  1843.  He  is  a 
son  of  Ira  1>.  and  Mi's.  A.  (Wright)  Perry,  the 
former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  a 
Vernionter.  He  is  from  Gei-raan  stock  on  the 
father's  side  and  his  father's  step-father  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  Wai'. 

Ira  J>.  Perry,  the  father  of  our  subject,  emigr.-ited 
with  his  family  from  Ohio  to  this  county  in  the 
spring  of  1845,  and  established  a  home  on  the 
farm  where  the  son  now  I'esidcs.  A  log  cabin  in 
the  woods  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  family 
home,  but  the  father  finally  erected  the  comfort- 
able house  which  is  now  seen  upon  tliis  farm, 
Numberless  hardships  and  privations  marked  the 
pioneer  life  of  the  family,  but  they  struggled 
tlu-ongh  them  and  lived  to  enjoy  prosperous  days. 
Tiie  father  died  in  1880.  He  was  the  father  of 
nine  children,  of  wliom  the  following  ai-e  now  liv- 
ing; Oscar  F.,  Orsanius,  Rinaldo,  Etta;  Eva,  wife 
of  J.  M.  Chapman;  Elsie,  wife  of  S.  T.  Sewell. 
The  father  was  a  liepublican  in  his  political  con- 
victions and  a  man  of  sterling  qualities.  Ue  held 
several  of  the  tt>wnship  offices  and  filletl  them  all 


with  credit  to  himself  and  prolit  to  his  coiistituents. 
O.  F.  Perry  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county 
amid  the  stirring  scenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  hav- 
ing received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  dis- 
trict scliools  of  Locke  Township,  was  sent  for  one 
yeai'  to  Lansing,  where  he  had  the  advantages  of 
the  High  School.  Tliis  prepared  him  for  the  busi- 
ness of  life  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing the  value  of  books.  In  consequence  he  has 
been  a  life-long  reader  and  has  thus  become  a  man 
of  intelligence.  The  lady  who  presides  witli  so 
much  grace  and  dignity  over  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  who  is  an  acknowledged  leader  in  all  so- 
cial movements,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  .lo- 
sephine  Rowley.  She  became  Mrs.  Perry  September 
14,  1870,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  Rowley,  an 
early  settler  of  Locke  Township.  Her  three  chil- 
dren— Cora,  Lizzie  and  Stanley — are  bright  and 
promising,  and  in  their  future  the  parents  cherish 
a  fond  confidence.  Two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  excellent  land  are  comprised  in  the  home  farm, 
and  a  view  of  this  place,  with  its  principal  build- 
ings, is  presented  on  another  page. 

Mr.  Perry  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  business 
community,  and  1  as  e  ved  as  Tow  si  ip  School 
Inspector  and  Hi»l  wa>  Con  s^  o  e  An  active 
and  public-spirited  a  he  a  ealj  promotei- 
of  every  moveme  t  w  1  1  w  11  1  a  ee  the  pros- 
perity of  the  comn  H  1  earty  goodwill 
and  neighborly  k  1 1  es-i  I  v  eained  fcr  him  the 
regard  of  those  with  wliom  lie  assoei.ates,  and  a!i 
rejoice  in  his  prosperit\'. 


^^LEXANDKR  DOBIE.     One    of    the    best 
^  1     '*'"'^'*  residents  of  Ingham  County  is  he 
jjj  Is    whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
^1  sketch.     He  has  a  magiiiflcent  fai'm  com- 

prising five  hundred  acres  lying  in  Alaiedon  and 
Meridian  Townships,  Ingham  County.  He  devotes 
himself  to  genei-al  farming,  his  place  being  divided 
into  meadows,  corn  and  wheat  fields  and  pastures 
ill  wbieh  graze  blooded  horses  and  the  finest 
cattle.     Mr.  Dobie  was  born  in  Dumfriesshire  in 
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the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1817.  His  father,  William  Dobie,  was  bom  in  the 
same  place  in  1776  and  died  in  his  sixtieth  jcai-. 
lie  was  a  oarpenter  and  joiner  by  trade  but  on 
coming  to  Cniiitda  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
farm. 

When  Alexander  Dobie  was  but  three  years  old 
his  father  with  liis  family  emigi-ated  to  America 
and  settled  in  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  'llie 
senior  Mr,  Dobie  remained  in  this  country  four- 
teen years,  working  at  his  trade  and  conducting 
tlie  work  of  a  small  farm.  As  lie  increased  in  size 
;md  strength  our  subject  worked  on  the  farm  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Nova  Scotia.  He 
spent  his  spare  time  in  learning  his  father's  trade. 
lie  had  one  sister  whose  name  is  now  Mrs.  Anna 
Mitchell,  who  makes  her  home  in  New  Brunswick. 
Our  subject's  father  made  his  advent  into  Canada 
ill  1834  and  settled  first  near  New  London  on  a 
fine  tract  of  land  comprising  four  hundred  acres, 
which  lie  pui-chased  and  operated  until  his  death. 
lie  was  very  successful  and  on  his  decease  left  his 
family  in  very  good  circumstances,  'ilie  maiden 
name  of  the  motlier  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  Mary  Coulter.  She  was  a  native  of  I'eiTVS- 
boro,  Scotland,  and  was  there  bom  in  1784,  pass- 
ing away  in  her  eighty-eighth  year  in  her  adopted 
liome  in  Canada.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George 
Coulter,  a  farmer, 

Alexander  Dobie  was  in  Canada  not  quite  two 
years  and  then  came  into  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Lenawee  County.  His  stay  there  lasted  only  two 
yeai-s  when  ho  came  into  Alaiedon  Township,  in 
183^.  There  were  at  the  time  only  thirty-six  voters 
in  the  four  townships  that  adjoined  at  the  time 
our  subject  came  here.  The  country  about  him 
was  for  the  most  part  wild  and  unbroken  and  his 
first  pui-chase  was  of  eighty  acres  of  land  that 
forms  part  of  his  present  farm  and  which  he  pro- 
cured for  $2  per  acre.  He  had  only  money  enough 
to  make  a  payment  of  840  and  his  personal  effect* 
consisted  of  one  cow  and  two  pigs.  For  tools  he 
possessed  a  saw  and  an  ax.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  he  suffered  all  the  hardships  incident  to  the 
life  of  a  pioneer,  but  he  bears  testimony  to  the  fact 
tliat  in  spite  of  the  cold  cheer  he  often  exper- 
ienced, he  enjoyed  himself  on  the  whole  and  now 


looks  back  over  the  old  scenes  with  pleasure. 
Game  was  very  plentiful,  as  were  also  Indians  but 
the  latter  were  friendly. 

James  Phillips  was  the  firet  white  sefjtler  in 
Alaiedon  Township,  coming  into  it  one  year  prior 
to  Mr.  Dobie's  settlement.  Our  subject  was  mar- 
ried in  Lenawee  County  to  Maria  Willey,  July  8, 
1838.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Eli  Willey.  This 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  WiUiam  M.,  born  October  8,  1838,  is  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Alaiedon;  Adelaide,  born 
August  2,  1841,  married  Lewis  Bennett  of  Water- 
ville,  Ohio;  Martha  A.,  born  June  8,  1843,  died  in 
her  twenty-first  year;  Laura  J.,  who  was  bom 
Mareh  4,  1845,  married  Theodore  Bui^ess,  a  fanner 
in  Delhi  Township;  Margai'et  L.,  born  January  1, 
1847,  married  Martin  iteed  of  Lenawee  County 
and  died  in  her  twenty-fifth  year;  Susan  M.,  who 
was  born  October  20^_J848,  married  Willis  Shaw 
of  Delhi  Township,  a  farmer,  Mi-s.  Maria  Dobie 
died  October  20,  1848. 

Mr.  Dobie  was  again  married  in  April,  1849,  to 
Kliza  McCurdy  of  Meiidian  Township,a  daughter 
of  Thomas  McCurdy.  Three  children  are  the  fruit 
of  this  union — Frauces  C,  who  was  born  May  14, 
18.')2,  was  married  to  William  McRae  of  Wallace- 
burg,  Canada;  Alexander  J.,  who  was  born  March 
15,  1855,  is  a  farmer  in  Alaiedon  Township;  Amy 
B.,  was  bom  August  12,  1860.  Mrs.  Eliza  Dobie 
died  in  1862  and  our  subject  was  again  married  to 
Justine  Williams,  a  daughter  of  John  Williams,  of 
tills  township.  Mrs,  Dobie  was,  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, a  successful  school  teacher '  of  five  yeai-s' 
experience.  Six  children  were  bom  from  this 
maiTiflge.  They  are  Hibbard  J.,  whose  natal  day 
is  June  9,  1865,  and  who  is  his  father's  assistant  in 
conducting  the  farm;  Gertrude,  who  was  born 
July  17,  1868,  and  died  in  early  childhood;  Allie 
who  was  born  May  30,  1871,  and  died  in  infancy; 
Albertra  D.,  born  June  24,  1874,  who  is  a  highly 
accomplished  young  lady  with  much  musical  talent; 
Floi'a,  bom  November  1,  1876,  and  a  student  in 
the  Mason  schools,  and  Retta  who  was  bom  Dee- 
ember  18,  1883, 

Mr.  Dobie  is  not  a  member  of  any  church.  He 
was,  however,  brought  up  by  Scotch  Presbyterian 
parents  and  lias  lost  none  of  the  qualities,  morally. 
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tliat  distiDguish  tbat  sect.  In  polities  he  is  a 
standi  Democrat,  but  has  never  taken  a  very  act- 
ive interest  in  politics.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Dobie 
helped  "frame"  the  fli-st  house  ever  erected  in  Lan- 
sing. He  is  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense  that  term 
implies.  As  the  years  have  passed  he  has  accum- 
ulated a  liandsome  fortune  in  his  agricultural  work 
here.  Elsewhei'e  in  this  volume  appears  a  view  of 
his  estate  and  tlie  principal  buildings,  which  areali 
excellent  and  conveniently  arranged.  A  great 
reader,  he  keei^s  well-informed  on  all  the  current 
topics  of  the  day. 


eHARLKS  L.  CARL.  The  subject  of  ouf 
sketch  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  youug 
farmers  in  Ingham  County.  He  owns  and 
occupies  a  line  place,  comprising  two  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  on  section  3,  Meridian  Township. 
His  jjarents,  Isaac  and  Jane  (Towar)  Carl,  were  na- 
tives of  Maine  and  New  York  respectively.  The 
natal  day  of  the  former  was  August  2,  1815.  He 
died  in  this  township  January  15,  1879.  Our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  born  June  25,  1830.  Her  decease 
occurred  July  27,  1883. 

Isaac  Carl  came  to  Michigan  in  1844,  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  son,  this  being  a  dense  forest  at  that 
time.  He  was  rt  self-made  man  in  every  respect, 
but  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  acquired  a  good 
property.  He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the 
people  of  Meridian  Township,and  was  at  one  time 
Supervisor,  having  been  elected  to  the  office  by 
the  Rejiubliean  party,  to  which  he  adhered.  Our 
subject  was  born  on  the  old  homestead,  in  this 
township,  January  28,1859.  His  youthful  days 
were  divided  between  an  attendance  at  school  and 
work  on  the  farm.  He  progressed  far  enough  in 
liis  educational  pursuits  to  obtain  a  teacher's  cer- 
tificate, which  be  did  in  1877.  He  then  taught 
nine  terms  of  school  in  his  locality  and  was  suc- 
cessful, gaining  a  reputation  for  faithful  and  ef- 
ficient work.  His  growing  farm  interests,  however, 


obliged  him  to  leave  teaching  and  to  devote  his 
time  exclusively  to  the  management  of  his  estate. 
He  inherited  sixty  acres  of  the  old  homestead, 
wliich  gave  him  a  good  stai-t  in  life,  but  he  has  had 
the  good  sense  and  ambition  to  increase  his  pos- 
sessions by  individual  efforts.  When  only  twentj*- 
one  years  old  he  bought  the  remaining  sixty  acres 
of  the  old  homestead,  and  two  years  later  he 
added  forty  acres  more  to  the  estate,  and  when 
twenty-nine  yeare  of  age  he  purchased  anoUier 
farm  containing  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  All 
tills  land  is  lying  in  one  tract. 

Our  subject  has  made  most  of  the  improvements 
which  his  farm  boasts.  Financially  he  is  in  a  pros- 
perous conditioii  that  any  young  farmer'  of  his 
age  might  envy.  Mr,  Carl  lost  his  mother  by  a 
dreadful  catastrophe,  she  having  been  instantly 
killed  in  a  collision  on  the  Rome,  Watertown  & 
Ogdensburg  Railroad,  July  27,  1883.  Our  subject 
was  married  to  Miss  Corla  Dennis,  March  27, 
1884.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Leonard  Dennis, 
of  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham  County,  he 
being  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  that  local- 
ity and  having  located  there  from  Wayne  County, 
N,  Y.  'niree  cliildi-en  have  blest  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  liis  wife.  They  are:  Leonard, 
who  was  born  August  22,  1885;  Leta,  September 
28,  1887;  and  Rollin,  September  23,  1891.  Mr. 
Carl  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  at  Okemos,  For  a  time  he  was  Secretary 
of  liis  fraternity.  In  iK)]itics  he  is  thoroughly  in- 
dependent, always  voting  for  men  known  to  rep- 
resent the  best  interests  of  the  people.  He  is  in- 
terested in  the  current  events  of  the  day  and  keeps 
well  posted  as  to  the  world's  history. 


-«##- 


OLIVER  EARL.  Nothing  is  more  conducive 
to  the  prosperity  of  any  county  than  the 
settlement  within  its  bordei-s  of  a  commu- 
nity of  practical,  industrious  and  progressive  farm- 
ers. They  i-eintorce  every  good  movement,  and 
are  the  main  factors  in  the  development  of  the  in- 
ternal resources  of  the  county.  Being  men  of  char- 
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acter  and  probity,  they  establish  a  reputation  for 
square  denling  and  reliability  which  in  time  forms 
the  foundation  upon  which  a  business  structure 
may  be  raised,  and  without  such  foundation  the 
building  of  business  interests  is  a  vain  task. 

The  name  which  appears  at  the  head  of  this  life 
record,  is  that  of  a  well-to-do  and  highly  res|)ected 
farmer,  whose  beautiful  estate  of  one  hundred  acres 
lies  on  section  14,  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County.  This  son  of  Oliver  and  Lydia  (Furger- 
son)  Earl,  had  his  nativity  November  4,  1828,  in 
Fulton  County,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  a  New 
Yorker,  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  and  died  the 
year  following  the  birth  of  this  son,  so  that  lie 
never  knew  what  it  was  to  have  a  father.  The 
mother  who  was  also  a  New  Yorker  by  birtli,  de- 
cided that  she  could  more  easily  support  and  bring 
up  her  six  childi-en  in  the  new  West,  and  she  there- 
fore came  to  Michigan  when  Oliver  was  ten  years 
old,  and  made  her  home  in  Oceola  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  She  passed  from  earth  .in  1871, 
and  only  three  of  her  children  are  now  living, 
namely:  Robert,  who  makes  his  home  in  Glovere- 
viile,  N.  Y.;  Alfred,  of  Greenville,  Mich.;  and  our 
subject 

The  usual  occupations  and  amusements  of  a 
fanner's  boy,  fell  to  the  lot  of  tliis  little  fatherless 
lad,  and  he  early  developed  true  manliness  of 
spirit.  Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twelve  yeara,  he  worked  for  different  neighbors 
and  in  different  ways  until  18.'j2,  when  the  West- 
ern fever  had  settled  in  his  veins,  and  he  started 
in  company  with  six  men  from  this  county  and 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  in  search  of  the 
gold  mines.  One  of  the  party  sickened  on  the  way 
and  returned  home,  but  the  other  five  reached  their 
goal  in  safety. 

Mr.  Earl  remained  for  twelve  years  in  the  West- 
ern land,  and  after  mining  for  eighteen  montlis 
and  farming  for  one  year,  he  purchased  a  team  and 
engaged  in  spi-inkling  the  streets  of  Nevada  City. 
This  business  he  carried  on  for  six  years,  and  then 
did  teaming  for  thi'ee  years  longer.  In  the  mean- 
while he  had  taken  to  himself  a  wife  in  the  pei-son 
of  Miss  Elizabeth  Davis,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Campbell)  Davis.  This  couple  resided 
in  Nevada  City  until  1863,  and  in  October  of  that 


year  they  started  for  New  York  City.  Mr.  Earl 
was  taken  sick  while  they  were  on  the  Sacramento 
River,  and  had  to  suspend  his  journeying  until 
February  of  the  next  spring.  He  was  not  alone  in 
this  affliction,  as  his  wife  and  two  children  were 
also  sick,  and  it  cost  them  1500  in  gold  to  get  back 
to  New  York  City,  counting  the  expenses  of  their 
journey  and  their  sickness. 

The  husband  and  father,  left  his  family  in  the 
Eastern  metropolis  and  came  to  this  county,  where 
he  purchased  the  land  upon  which  lie  now  lives, 
and  to  it  brought  his  dear  ones  in  .July,  1864.  Hia 
sou  William  is  now  married  to  Emma  Brown,  of 
Howell  Township,  a  daughter  of  John  Brown,  a 
resident  here,  and  the  other  son,  John,  is  at  home 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  ii^rl  has  made  his  influence 
felt  in  this  township  and  county,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  Republican 


11@#S1^^^ 


■9i  EORGE  "VV.  LANGFi:)RD,  M.  D.  For  the  past 
twenty-two  years  Dr.  Langford  has  been 
'^^jji  known  as  one  of  the  successful  physicians 
of  Ingham  County  and  he  is  still  prosecuting  his 
practice  at  Williamston  and  vicinity.  His  father, 
Charles  W.  I.,angford,  a  miller  by  trade,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  but  spent  his  later  yeai-s  in 
Iowa,  with  his  son  Charles,  and  there  died.  While 
living  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  he  was  mairied  to  Mrs. 
Temperance  Mason,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
George  W.,  and  Daniel  W.,  but  he  had  several 
children  by  a  previous  maiTiage.  The  father  of 
Mi-s.  Langford  was  a  Mr.  Palmer  who  was  the 
I    father  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Dr.  Langford  was  born  May  18,  1840,  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  and  being  without  a  father 'scare  since 
four  years  of  age  he  grew  up  under  his  mother's 
training  and  she  removed  when  he  was  twelve 
years  old  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich,,  and  here  they 
i-eslded  until  the  breaking  out  ofthe  war.  The 
young  man  who  had  now  just  reached  his  majority 
enlisted  in  Company  K.,  First  regiment  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  after  three  months'  service  and., one 
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year  at  home  re-enlisted  in  Company  I.,  Eight- 
eentli  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  in  service  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  The  last  nine  months 
he  was  held  as  a  prisoner  in  Castle  Morgan  and 
three  moiitlis  of  that  time  he  was  in  the  prison 
hospital  at  Cahaba,  Ala. 

The  academic  education  of  this  gentleman  was 
taken  at  Fairfield  Village  in  his  county  and  he 
afterward  spent  two  yeare  in  college  at  Adrian, 
in  which  city  he  studied  medicine  with  Drs.  Bhynd 
and  Allen  and  graduatedfrom themedicaldepart- 
ment  of  the  University  of  Ann  Arbor  in  the  spring 
of  1869.  Besides  taking  the  regular  course  he 
also  carried  on  six  extra  "quizes.  "After  gradua- 
tion the  young  medical  man  settled  in  Belle  Oak 
in  May,  1869,  and  in  September  of  the  same  year 
he  was  married  on  the  29th  of  that  month  to  Ar- 
villa  R.  Sparhawk,  daughter  of  Noah  Sparhawk  a 
Vermonter,  who  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day 
and  finally  settled  in  Adrian,  Mich.,  where  he  re- 
sided at  the  time  of  his  daughter's  marriage.  To 
the  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  come  five  bright  and 
beautiful  children,  namely:  Myrtie  M.,  Thei'on  S., 
Mabel  E.,  Maud,  and  George  W.,  all  of  whom  are 
Still  under  the  parental  roof,  Theron  and  Myrtie 
ai-e  graduates  of  Wllliamston  High  School,  Myrtie 
is  instructor  of  the  inteiTnediate  department  at 
Webbervilic.  Theron  was  elected  president  of  his 
class  before  graduation  and  was  awarded  the  high- 
est scholarship  of  his  class  and  on  examination  at 
the  State  Normal  he  was  admitted  to  the  Junior 
class. 

In  1872  Dr.  I^ngford  removed  to  Webberville 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  November, 
1889,  when  he  came  to  Williamston.  He  owns 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Ingham  County  and  an 
equal  number  of  acres  in  Livingston  County,  and 
has  a  drug  store  and  residence  at  Webberville  be- 
sides a  home  and  real  estate  in  Williamston.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Association  and 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  but  never 
aspires  to  public  office.  For  eleven  years  in  suc- 
cession he  was  Postmaster  at  Webberville  and  for 
the  same  length  of  time  carried  on  a  di-ug  store 
there. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Langford  are  valued  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and   the  Doctoi'  is   a    Master 


Mason  and  a  member  of  the  (!ratid  Army  of  the 
Republic  holding  oiflcial  position  in  the  latter  or- 
ganization. At  Webberville  he  was  successively 
Surgeon,  Commander  and  Chaplain  of  the  Post, 
and  he  now  holds  the  position  of  Surgeon  in  the 
Post  at  Williamston. 


S[„,^^ENRY  B.  APPLETON.  The  Applcton  fam- 
irjjj  ily  is  perhaps  among  the  best  known  and 
^i^  thoroughly  respected  families  of  Hamburg 
(j^  Township  and  our  subject  lives  in  the  midst 
of  tliat  beautiful  lake  region  on  section  2,  not  far 
from  the  lake  which  bears  his  name.  His  father, 
Isaac  W.  Appleton,  was  also  a  farmer  and  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  in  1807.  Having  received  an  ordi- 
nary education  and  having  grown  to  manhood,  he 
came  in  1830  to  Michigan  and  took  from  the  Gov- 
ernment a  faiin  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Green  Oak  Township.  This  land  was  entiiely 
covered  with  woods,  and  in  order  to  estabUsh  a 
home  the  young  man  had  to  cut  logs  and  build  a 
log  house.  He  continued  to  make  improvements 
and  early  set  out  orehards,  as  he  had  eome  from  a 
part  of  our  country  where  fruit-raising  was  con- 
sidered a  necessary  and  legitimate  part  of  afai-mer's 
work  and  he  found  in  Michigan  a  climate  and  soil 
suitable  for  its  prosecution, 

Isaac  Appleton  sold  his  property  in  Green  Oak 
Township  in  1843  and  coming  to  Hamburg  Town- 
ship took  one  hundred  acres,  to  which,  in  a  few 
yeara,  he  added  forty  acres  more,  all  of  it  on  section 
2.  He  found  this  all  a  dense  forest  and  went  to 
work  to  improve  it,  building  a  house,  bams  and 
other  necessary  adjuncts  to  a  farm.  He  had  been 
married  in  1832,  soon  after  coming  to  Michigan,  to 
Lydia  Brower,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lydia 
(Draper)  Brower,  who  came  from  New  York.  Their 
daughter  .Lydia  was  the  fourth  in  their  family  of 
nine  chddren,  of  whom  five  are  now  living.  SIlc 
was  bom  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1811.  Isaac 
and  Lydia  Appleton  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  in  his  polit- 
ical views  he  was  a  supporter,  firet  of  the  Whig  and 
afterward  of  the  Republican  party. 
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To  Isaac  and  Lydia  Appleton  were  born  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
The  only  eliild  that  has  been  lost  them  by  death  was 
a  son  who  entered  the  army  and  was  killed  at 
Spottsylvatiia,  May  12,  1864.  Onr  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  this  family,  being  born  in  1845.  One 
of  the  daughters  of  Mrs,  Lydia  Appleton  was  the 
ilret  white  female  child  born  in  Greeu  Oak  Town- 
sliip,  having  liad  her  advent,  November  26,  1833. 
This  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  H.  Alexander 
of  Webster,  Mich, 

Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  had  limitetJ  opportun- 
ities for  an  education  and  was  eighteen  yeai's  of 
age  when  he  went  into  the  army.  At  the  close  of 
tlic  war,  in  1865,  he  undertix)k  the  management  of 
his  father's  farm  on  shares  and  soon  purehased 
forty  acres  and  afterward  the  remainder  of  the 
farm  and  made  a  home  for  his  parents  fram  that 
time  on.  In  1880  he  purchased  seventy  acres  on 
section  2,  thus  completing  a  handsome  estate.  On 
January  1,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  vitli 
Delia  Baticock,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Kenney)  Baljcock,  Mr.  Babeoek  was  a  native  of 
Canastota,  N.  Y.,  and  by  his  fiist  wife,  Martha 
Hobart,  he  had  six  children  and  by  his  second  wife, 
Martha  Kenney,  he  had  Ave,  of  whom  Delia  is  the 
third  in  age,  being  bom  in  1851.  To  Mr.  and 
Mre.  Appleton  have  been  born  three  ehildi-en — 
Carrie,  who  was  a  teacher  for  several  years  and  then 
married  Stephen  Van  Home;  Frankie  who  was 
graduated  at  Brighton  lias  taught  one  term,  and 
Samuel  Bert  who  lives  at  home.  The  mother  of 
tliese  cliildren  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congi-c- 
gatioiial  Church  at  Hamburg  and  the  father  pro- 
minently identified  with  the  Ivuiglits  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  liepublic  at 
Howell.  In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Appleton  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  Nintli  Michigan  Infantry  and  was 
sent  to  Chattanooga.  He  was  under  (ien,  'ITiomas 
during  the  Atlanta  camjiaign  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Chattanooga  and  from  there  went  to 
Nashville  to  guard  the  military  prison. 

In  1882  Isaac  and  Lydia  Appleton  bad  the  great 
and  unusual  felicity  of  celebrating  the  golden  an- 
niversary of  a  harmonious  wedded  life,  and  the 
following  year  tlie  aged  wife  was  bereaved  of  her 
hnsband,     8lie  is  now  a  lady  in  vigoi-ous  health 


and  full  of  activity  and  usefulness.  She  is  notable 
as  a  needle-woman  and  since  1883  has  devot«d  her-, 
self  largely  to  the  use  of  her  needle  and  has  made 
over  one  hundred  quilts.  She  ha«one  quilt  which 
contains  twenty-nine  hundred  and  ten  pieces.  She 
still  has  her  natural  teeth  in  an  excellent  state  of 
preservation  and  never  has  used  glasses,  although 
she  has  now  rounded  out  her  foui-score  years. 
Upon  the  farm  is  a  beautiful  willow  tree,  five  feet 
through,  which  Isaac  Appleton  brought  to  bis  place 
as  a  flsh  stringer  and  utter  thus  using  it,  stuck  it 
in  the  ground,  where  it  has  grown  and  flourished 
for  many  years. 


yll.LIAJI  W.  WOOD  is  a  retired  farmer 
living  on  section  10,  of  Un  ad  ilia  Township, 
Livingston  County.  The  name  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  a  pioneer  whose  asso- 
ciations from  an  early  date  have  been  with  the 
pj-ogress  and  advancement  made  by  his  State.  His 
father  was  Abner  B.  Wood,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  although  late  in 
life  he  devoted  himself  to  farming.  He  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  Oil r  subject's  mother 
wasLucy  B.  (WaiTcn)  Wood,  a  native  of  Hampton, 
N.  Y,,  where  her  marriage  took  pl.ice,  after  which 
they  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  settled  on 
section  10,  Unadiila  Township,  on  the  western  half 
of  the  section,  the  country  l)eing  oak  openings  in 
this  locality. 

At  tlie  time  of  our  subject's  parent's  advent 
into  this  vicinity  there  were  but  thirt«eii  votei'S  in 
the  township.  The  father  built  a  log  house  and 
began  the  work  of  clearing  off  his  fami.  There 
were  then  scattered  bands  of  Indians  in  the  State, 
chief  among  whom  was  Old  Toag  and  his  tribe. 
Mr.  Wood  Sr.  supplemented  the  work  of  his  farm 
by  what  he  could  earn  at  his  trade  for  several 
years  after  coming  here.  They  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  the  mother  passing  away  in  1869,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  yeare,  and  the  father  in  1874, 
at  the  ageof  ninety  years.     They  were  the  parents 
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of  five  boys  and  two  girls.  Three  of  the  sons  are 
jiow  living.  Our  subject's  motlier  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  father 
was  of  Quaker  parentage.  He  was  a  Whig  in  early 
days  and  later  a  Republican.  He  was  appointed 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measiu'es  in  his  township 
An  energetic,  ambitious  man,  he  got  iiis  farm  al- 
ijiost  entirely  cleai'ed  off  before  his  deatli. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  second  child  in  order 
of  age  and  was  born  June  17,  1817,  in  what  is  now 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  in  bis  young  manhood 
learned  the  carriage-maker's  trade  and  pursued 
tins  occupation  until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  July, 
1836,  when  be  made  bis  home  with  bis  father,  help- 
ing him  on  the  farm  for  three  yeai«.  He  then  re- 
turned to  New  York  State  and  for  six  months 
worked  in  a  machine  shop. 

In  1843  Mr.  Wood  was  married  to  Miss  Persis 
M.  Myler,  a  daughter  of  James  and  I{ay  (Buckle) 
Myler,  residents  of  New  York,  but  later  settling  in 
Michigan.  Mre.  Wood  was  born  in  New  York 
.Stat«in  1827,  and  having  received  a  good  coniniou- 
sctttool  education,  after  coming  here  and  after  her 
marriage,  taught  school  for  a  term.  On  returning 
to  Michigan  tliey  located  eighty  acres  of  land  on 
seetion  10,  Unadilla  Township.  It  wiw  partially 
improved  at  the  time  and  our  subject  added  a 
small  frame  house  where  he  lived  for  two  years 
and  then  got  possession  of  the  homestead,  living 
there  until  the  death  of  his  pai-ents.  He  still  owns 
this  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  He  lias  cleared  off  forty  aeres  and  built  the 
residence  which  tbe  family  now  occupy  and  which 
is  both  comfortable  and  commodious.  His  son 
now  carries  on  the  farm,  Mr.  Wood  having  retired 
from  active  work.  Mrs.  Wood  died  in  July,  1849. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  a  daughter,  Viola  A.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  S.  T,  Waflson,  and  a  resident  of  this  town- 
sliip,  liaving  one  child.  Our  subject  again  mar- 
ried in  1851,  tbe  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Margaret  Myler,  a  sister  of  the  former  wife.  She 
was  bom  in  June,  1831,  in  New  York.  By  this 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  sis  children,  all  now  living.  They  are  Lucy 
Jane,  Mary  Elvira,  Persis  M.,  William  B.,  Warren 


and  Henry  M.  The  eldest  dangbter  is  the  wife  of 
Freeman  B.  Decker,  lives  in  Lake  City  Mich.,  and 
is  the  motherof  two  children;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  Daniels,  they  live  at  Gregory  and  have  two 
children;  Persis  M.  is  the  better-half  of  Elmer 
Braley  and  lives  in  this  township.  She  also  has 
one  child;  William  K,  married  Elsie  Fiek  and  lives 
on  tbe  home  farm.  She  is  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Warren i-esi dee  in  Oregon  and  Henry  M. 
lives  at  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order. 
He  has  given  his  children  good  educational  advan- 
tages. They  have  all  been  teachers  in  this  county. 
Politically,  first  a  Whig,  later  our  subject  became  a 
Republican.  He  has  been  School  Inspector  several 
terms  and  was  elected  Supervieor  but  ("esigned  his 
position.  He  was  also  Township  Clerk  for  two 
terms.  For  the  past  ten  years  Mr,  Wood  has  been 
much  afHicted  with  rheumatism. 


^KOBGK  G.  PERRY.  Prominent  in  agricul- 
tui-al,  educational  and  cbureh  circles  is  tiiis 
enterprising  farmer,  in  whose  career  may 
be  found  an  illustration  of  the  worth  of  good 
principles  and  habits  of  industry,  and  he  is  giv- 
ing to  his  children  the  t>est  inheritance — the  ex- 
ample of  a  good  father  and  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  will  fit  them  for  the  higher  spheres  of 
uscfuhiess.  He  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Tsabelle 
(Giddings)  Perry,  and  his  grandfather,  Jacob 
Perry,  who  was  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  J., 
was  a  son  of  Reuben  Perry,  of  Dutch  origin. 

Jacob  Perry  came  from  New  Jersey  to  the  Wol- 
verine State  in  1830,  and  made  his  home  in 
Oakland  County.  He  traveled  with  a  four-horse 
team,  being  four  weeks  on  the  road,  and  purehased 
upon  his  aiTival  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  at  once  reclaimed  from  the  forest  and 
placed  under  improvement.  He  was  an  active 
meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for 
sixty-flve  years  and  lived  a  godly  life  up  to  iiis 
death  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety-six. 

The  grandmotlier  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sallie  Gruendike,  and  she   was  boi'n  in 
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New  Jersey  and  lived  to  rear  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  all  of  these  children  survived  to 
exceed  the  age  of  sixty  years  and  to  become  heads 
of  families.  Our  subject's  father  was  born  June 
2,1804,  ill  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  1828 
came  to  Mielirgan  by  way  of  Krie  Canal  and  Ijftke 
Erie,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Oakland  Township, 
Oakland  County,  he  entered  eiglity  acres  of  land 
on  section  24,  which  he  afterward  increased  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  lived  in  Fenton 
for  about  twelve  yeai-s  and  died  March  6,  1889, 
having  completed  four-score  years  and  six. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  bom  in  the 
town  of  Chili,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Ai- 
nian  and  Lola  (Miller)  Giddings,  who  in  the  early- 
days  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
tlieir  daughter  met  and  married  Mr.  Perry.  Mr. 
Giddings  served  in  the  War  of  Independence  and 
also  in  the  conflict  of  1812,  and  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1828,  and  here  he  made  his  home 
in  Oakland  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  later 
settled  on  Bald  Mountain,  near  Pontiac.  where  he 
entered  land  and  improved  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fine  land,  which  he  made  his  home  until 
he  was  called  from  earth  at  tlie  age  of  sixty-one. 
He  was  an  old-fashioned  Whig  in  his  political 
views  and  a  man  of  stanch  loyalty  to  his  party 
and  his  country.  Four  sons  and  two  daughter!) 
comprised  his  household.  His  daughter,  Isabelle, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  four  yeare  before 
the  decease  of  her  husband.  Her  seven  ehildi'en 
ai-e:  Sai-ah,  Lola,  George  G.  (our  subject),  Lester 
N.,  Mary  S.,  Ira  G.  and  James. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Oakland 
Township,  Oakland  County,  this  State,  October 
24,  1833,  and  there  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  could  be  found  In  the  district  schools, 
and  so  well  did  he  improve  the  opportunities  thus 
furnished  that  lie  prepared  himself  for  teaching 
and  pursued  that  work  for  thirteen  years  in  Oak- 
land and  Livingston  Counties.  He  was  elected 
Township  JSchool  Inspector  when  only  twenty 
years  old,  and  he  well  performed  the  duties  of  that 
offlce.  While  teaching  he  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing during  the  summers,  working  by  the  month 
and  on  shares. 

In  1858  the  young  man    had  accumulated  some 


means  by  industry  and  frugality,  and  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides,  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Tyrone  Township.  This  land  he  has  cleard 
of  the  forest  trees  and  placed  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  from  it  he  lias  won  rich  crops. 
Since  that  iiret  purchase  he  lias  added  some  sixty 
acres,  and  upon  it  all  he  has  carried  on  a  success- 
ful faiToing  business.  He  also  raises  horses  and 
hogs,  and  has  a  good  reputation  in  this  pai-t  of 
agricultural  work.  He  served  for  six  or  seven 
years  as  Township  Inspector,  and  one  term  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  His  political  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  platfoiTU  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
during  the  war  he  was  known  as  a  war  Democrat, 
He  enlisted  in  the  araiy,  bnt  was  never  mustered 
in  on  account  of  his  having  lost  the  second  finger 
on  his  right  hand.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
all  movements  which  tend  to  temperance  and  mo- 
rality, and  for  ten  yeai-s  past  has  stanchly  stood  by 
the  cause  of  prohibition. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Perry  and  Miss  Mary  Petty 
took  place  October  23,  1856.  This  lady  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Steele)  Petty,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Oakland  County  in 
1849,  ti-aveling  by  team  and  wagon,  and  passing 
four  weeks  upon  the  road.  She  was  born  in  Mt 
Betliel.  Huntington  County,  Pa.,  October  13,  1833, 
and  her  parent*  iioth  passed  from  earth  in  Fenton 
Township,  in  1888,  within  eight  weeks  of  each 
other.  They  brought  to  maturity  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  whom  they  ti-ained  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  both  being  Baptists  in  their  religious 
views  and  connection.  Joseph  Petty  was  the  son 
of  .Tohn  and  Mary  (Sherman)  Petty,  whose  father, 
Jonathan  Petty,  of  New  Jersey,  was  of  German 
origin.  Sirs.  Perry's  father  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat in  liis  political  views. 

The  home  of  our  subject  was  well  filled  with 
children,  as  he  and  his  good  wife  had  a  full  dozen, 
and  nine  of  them  are  still  living,  namely:  Nelson 
A.,  Emma  Eliza,  Effle,  Carrie,  Alice,  Nettie,  James 
J.,  Frank  W.  and  Josephine  M. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  whose  service  he  has 
been  a  Deacon  for  some  ten  years,  and  he  has  also 
superintended  its  Sunday-school  for  the  same 
length  of  time.     Their    children   have  been  care- 
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fully  trained  in  tlie  faith  and  graces  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  and  to  them  liave  been  granted  by 
their  parents  excellent  opportunities  for  education. 
His  oldest  son  was  graduated  with  highest  honors 
in  the  classical  department  of  the  High  ScJiool  at 
B'euton,  and  the  others  are  all  enjoying  the  best 
advantages.  Eliza  is  now  the  wife  of  A,  F.  Stone, 
and  Effie  is  Mis.  Adam  Miller,  while  Can-ie  has 
become  the  wife  of  Alien  Dunton.  In  social  and 
domestic  life  Mr.  Perry  is  considerate  and  courte- 
ous, in  business  dealings  honorable  and  straight- 
forward, and  his  repiitation  in  every  respect  is 
most  excellent. 


1>E  AlSBO'rr.  There  is  nothing  which 
e  effectually  and  thoroughly  builds  up  a 
community  than  the  residence  in  its  midst 
of  families  of  broad  culture,  thorough  education 
and  true  refinement.  The  inBuence  of  education 
is  not  limited  to  those  who  intentionally  put 
themselves  in  the  way  of  acquiring  it,  but  it  per- 
meates the  atmosphere  and  its  -blessings  are  uncon- 
sciously absorbed  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
those  whose  aims  are  liigh  and  who  have  a  love  for 
the  better  things  of  life.  Sucli  an  inlluence  is  ex- 
erted in  this  community  by  the  family  represented 
in  this  sketch, 

Mr.  Abbott's  beautiful  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
situated  on  section  25,  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  land  in  the 
county,  and  is  in  splendid  condition.  Not  only  the 
land  but  ail  its  appurtenances  are  first-ciass,  and  the 
orchard,  the  farmhouse  and  the  barn  are  models  of 
perfection.  We  are  pleased  to  present  a  view  of  this 
fine  place  on  another  page.  The  fine  stock  which  is 
i-aised  by  Mr.  Abbott  is  worthy  of  the  pride  which  lie 
feels  in  it  and  all  admire  his  Clydesdale  and  Perehe- 
roii  horses.  Shorthorn  and  Durham  cattle  and  tine 
wool  sheep. 

Ill  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County, 
Mich.,  Mr.  Abbott  was  born  in  1846.  His  pai-ents, 
Syrenius  and  Susan  (Chipman)  Abbott,  were 
natives  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  who  came  to  the 


Wolverine  State  with  their  parents  and  were  here 
united  in  mai'riage.  The  paternal  grandparents  of 
our  subject  were  Abraham  and  .Julia  (Brown) 
Abbott,  who  came  to  Michigan  among  the  pioneers 
and  settled  in  Unadilla  Township,  this  county, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  Fitch  and  Mary  (Spaf- 
ford)  Chipman,  wlio  came  to  this  State,  and  made 
their  home  for  tlie  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Una- 
dilla Township.  They  had  a  large  and  interesting 
family. 

Syrenius  and  Susan  Abbott  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom  ai-e  now  in  this  life, 
namely:  our  subject  and  liis  sister  Sarali,  Mi¥. 
Mapes.  Syrenius  Abbott  passed  from  earth  Aug- 
ust IS,  1889, sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends,  'llie  early  education  of  George  Abbott 
was  taken  in  the  district  schools  of  Unadilla  Town- 
sliip  and  he  remained  under  the  t>arental  roof  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  and  then  started  out  to 
make  his  Own  way  in  the  world.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  finely  improved  land  was  his 
fii-st  purchase,  and  this  was  in  Unadilla  Township. 
He  lived  on  that  farm  until  1885,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  home.  For  two  yeai-s  he  served  the 
township  of  Unadilla  as  Tieasurer  while  lie  made 
his  home  there. 

In  1870  Mr.  Abbott  wooed  and  won  as  his  wife. 
Miss  Josephine,  daughter  of  Ashel  and  Prudence 
(Dyer)  Dutton.  Mr.  Dutton  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  his  wife  was  of  New  Jersey  birth,  but 
botli  liad  removed  with  their  parents  to  this  State 
before  reaching  maturity,  and  their  marriage  took 
place  in  Unadilla  Township.  Their  six  children 
ai-e — Mary  J.,  Mrs.  A.  Jackson;  Josephine,  Mrs. 
Abbott;  Frank;  Alina,  Mrs.  Frank  Springstead; 
Prudence  A. ;  and  Charles.  Their  mother  passed  away 
in  1886,  but  the  father  still  lives  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  is  well  known  throughout  the  county  as 
a  progressive  farmer  and  a  stanch  Republican. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  has  been  born  one  son, 
William  E.,  who  is  still  beneath  the  parental  roof 
and  in  whose  future  career  they  take  the  deei)est 
interest.  They  are  giving  him  a  thorough  and 
liberal  education  and  wisely  preparing  him  for  tlie 
responsibilities  of  life.  He  has  had  the  benefit  of 
the  best  of  home  training  and  influences,  as  this  is 
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one  of  the  best  families  in  the  county.  Mrs,  Abbott 
ia  possessed  of  a  broad  and  comprehensive  educa- 
tion, and  has  musical  talent  wliiclj  has  been  higlily 
cultivated,  both  in  the  vocal  and  instrumental 
lines,  kSheis  universally  esteemed  and  ftdmired  for 
both  ability  and  culture. 


l^AVID  O.  SMITH.  A  beautiful  and  tastc- 
11  )))  ^'^'  home  placed  in  attractive  surround- 
^^^  inge  and  furnished  acwrding  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  cultuied  mind  is  an  educative 
power  in  any  community  The  "  new  education  " 
of  which  so  much  is  said  nowadays,  teaches  that 
we  leara  thiougli  the  e>e,  and  that  a  lesson  wliich 
is  agi-eeably  taught  has  double  force.  For  that 
reason  we  hold  to  the  tiuth  with  which  we  oi>ened 
this  paragraph  Much  more  does  such  a  home 
educate  when  this  home  affords  within  its  walls  an 
exhibit  wliicli  hai  been  toUected  by  one  who  en- 
joys tlie  deep  seciets  of  nature,  and  loves  to  hunt 
out  her  sti-ange  wai  f  ind  worlis.  Such  a  collec- 
tion of  rock'*  ind  fodsih  and  other  interesting 
curiosities  a«  has  been  (,ollect«d  by  Mr,  Smitii  leads 
the  minds  Of  the  \oung  and  old  alike  above  tlie 
sordid  common jjlatei  of  our  daily  life, 

Mr.  Smith,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Marion  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  and  who  is  also  the  man- 
ager ol  a  sawmill  and  thresher,  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  Mai-cli  10,  1834.  His  father,  Nel- 
son A.  Smith,  who  also  followed  agriculture, 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1812  or  1813.  Having  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  he  started  out 
when  about  twenty  years  old  to  work  for  othere 
by  Ihc  month,  and  soon  built  up  a  good  standing 
among  men  as  a  responsible  young  man  in  whom 
i-eliance  could  be  placed. 

Nelson  Smith  was  maiTied  about  tlie  year  1832 
to  Angeline  Beach,  tlie  first-bom  child  of  Lyman 
Beach,  a  New  Yorker.  This  daughter  was  bom  in 
1814  or  181.5.  Nelson  Smith  came  to  Michigan  first 
in  1835  and  after  locating  two  liundred  acres  on 
sections  8  and  17  in  Marion  Township,  returned  to 


Pennsylvania  for  one  year,  and  then  removed 
with  his  family  to  tlie  West,  traveling  by  means 
of  wagon  and  ox-team. 

One  daughter  and  three  sons  crown  tlie  union  of 
Neison  and  Angeline  Smith,  and  they  gave  to  tlieir 
first-bora  the  name  of  David.  The  mother,  wlio 
died  in  1888,  was  a  Uuivei'salist  in  her  religious 
belief.  The  fatlier  was  a  pi'ominent  man  in  his 
township,  active  in  his  relations  to  the  Democratic 
party  in  which  he  was  a  decided  favorite,  as  is 
sliown  by  his  having  been  an  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  Supei-vfeor  for  eight  yeai-a. 

Our  subject  received  only  a  limited  education, 
as  the  necessities  of  the  farm  did  not  permit  of  his 
attending  school  for  as  long  a  term  of  years  as  his 
parents  desired.  He  remained  with  them  until  he 
was  twenty-seven  years  old,  faithfully  assisting 
tlieni  in  thSir  efforts  to  put  their  farm  in  lirst-class 
condition,  and  to  make  it__  higlily  productive.  In 
1861  he  came  on  to  the  farm  of  one  hundredaud 
sixty  acres  which  he  and  his  f.ather  had  purchased 
tf^etlicr,  and  upon  which  about  forty  acres  was 
cleared  when  he  moved  upon  it.  In  1865  he  had 
been  so  pros^ierous  as  to  add  to  his  estate  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  4,  and  twenty 
acres  in  Howell  Township. 

It  was  in  1862  thatthis  j'oung  man  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  the  young  lady  of  his  clioice. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  E,  Bailey,  and 
is  the  oldest  child  of  Charles  and  Mary  E.  (Cole- 
man) Bailey,  who  had  come  from  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  wliere  tliia  daughter  was  born  June  26, 
1843.  She  came  to  Michigan  witli  lier  parents 
when  she  was  four  years  old.  Four  children  have 
blessed  her  union  witli  Mr.  Smith,  namely:  Nina, 
who  died  at  tlie  age  of  eleven  yeai-s;  Bailey  B., 
Edward  L.  and  Elvia.  The  two  sons  have  been 
for  some  time  in  the  far  Northwest,  ISailey  liaving 
gone  tliere  about  four  years  ago,  and  botii  making 
their  homes  in  Thui-ston  County,  Wash.  Elvia  is 
the  wife  of  William  Carlan,  who  lives  in  Wyom- 
ing, about  sixty  miles  west  of  Laramie,  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters — Saraii  II,  and  Helen  B. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  over  wliicli 
the  Indians  were  wont  to  travel  when  going  to 
Detroit  for  Government  pay  and  supplies,  and 
many  incidents  of  his  childhood   are  connected 
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with  the  red  man  and  his  papooseB.  This  gentle- 
man is  very  fond  of  liunting,  and  has  made  several 
trips  for  this  purpose  to  the  Northern  Peninsula, 
and  two  trips  to  tl»e  Rocky  Mountains,  being  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  to  that  region  in  1888,  Hisflrst 
trill,  which  he  took  in  1886,  was  in  comimny  with  a 
Mr.  Charles  G.  Jewett,  and  tliey  left  Howell.  Oc- 
tober 18,  1886,  traveling  to  Omaha  from  Chicago 
by  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  then  took  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  to  Aurora,Wyo.,  where  they 
were  joined  by  Mr.  Carlan,  Mr.  Smith's  son-in-law, 
and  they  with  others  made  np  a  party  which  went 
about  one  hundred  miles  north  and  west.  Here 
they  were  joined  by  Mr.  Reed  and  a  man  to  look 
after  the  camp,  and  thej'  went  about  fifty  miles  up 
the  Platte  river,  near  where  the  .Sweet  Water  emp- 
ties. They  were  gone  four  days  and  shot  seventeen 
deer  and  many  antelopes.  While  upon  this  excur- 
sion they  were  caiight  m  a  blizzard  and  for  thirty- 
six  hours  their  horses  were  not  unsaddled,  and 
tliey  all  came  near  losing  their  lives  by  cold  and 
starvation. 

In  1888  Mr.  and  Mr.  Smith  left  home  in  Sep- 
teml»er  and  sought  the  same  locality,  and  were  in 
Wyoming  for  three  mouths.  He  has  many  fine 
ti'ophies  of  his  skill  as  a  hunter,  including  deer 
heads  and  the  skins  of  animals.  He  takes  special 
pride  in  showing  the  skin  of  a  grizzly  bear  which 
he  siiot  (m  the  Platte  River,  below  the  Sweet 
Water.  They  have  many  very  nice  specimens  of 
rocks  and  fossils  which  they  gathered  in  the  West. 
TTieir  beautiful  home,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $5,000,  is  conceded  to  be  the  handsomest  house 
in  Marion,  and  the  gracious  hospitality  which  is 
the  animating  spirit  of  this  home  adds  a  charm 
which  no  material  externals  can  ever  give. 


m>^--<^=^ 


I^ANIEL  BOONE  SMITH.      Although    uot 
I  Jl  "^"^  ***  ^''^^  ^^^  pioneers  to  break  road  and 
^yj<^    ground  in   Leroy    Township,  spying    the 
country  out  as  did  Ills  illustrious  prede- 
cessor of  Kentucky  fame,  our  subject  was  one  uf 
the  few  who  made  the  connti-y  accessible  to  those 


who  came  after.  He  is  a  nativeof  New  York  State 
and  was  born  November  23,  1836.  He  is  a  son  of 
Uriah  and  T^vantia  Smith,  both  of  whom  wei-e 
natives  of  New  York  City.  On  the'paternal  side 
lie  is  of  English  ancestry.  His  gi-eafc-gi-and father 
Smith  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Our  subject  is  tlie  oldest  son  in  a  family  of  nine 
childi-en  bora  to  his  parents.  Two  of  these  only 
are  now  surviving — Daniel,  of  whom  we  write,  and 
Robert.  He  was  but  nine  months  old  when  with 
his  parents  he  made  the  difBcult  journey  from  New 
York  State  to  the  wilderness  of  Michigan.  Tliey 
came  at  once  to  Ingham  County  and  the  family 
located  in  White  Oak  Township,  being  among  the 
earliest  settlers  in  that  locality.  Here  our  subject 
was  i-eared  to  manhood  amid  scenes  of  the  most 
primitive  pioneer  life.  The  work  of  his  early  youth 
was  that  required  of  most  pioneer  boys.  They  did 
not  enjoy  many  educational  advantages  but  were 
the  founders  of  the  present  state  of  society  in 
which  the  youths  have  but  to  feel  an  inclination 
to  leam  to  receive  the  most  advanced  methods  of 
education.  Their  flret  home  was  a  log  cabin  and 
it  was  a  great  event  when  any  of  the  neighbor 
drove  the  ox-team  through  the  woods  to  spend  a 
friendly  hour. 

On  attaining  manhood  our  subject,  like  most 
young  pioneers,  felt  that  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantage to  him  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  for 
marriage  then  waa  conducted  as  much  as  now  upon 
economic  principles.  A  pair  of  hands  in  the  house 
and  a  bright  smile  and  encouraging  word  were 
worth  a  great  deal  to  the  sturdy  young  farmer  who 
had  so  much. work  looming  up  before  him  on  the 
outside.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  July  4,  1861,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Sarah  A.  Riggs,  a  daughter  of 
Amos  Kiggs,  and  an  early  settler  in  Ingham  County. 
The  young  couple  began  life  together  with  a  strong 
detennination  to  make  the  best  of  their  position 
and  as  is  always  the  case  under  such  circumstances, 
they  succeeded  beyond  their  most  sanguine  hopes. 
By  this  union  there  were  two  children,  both,  how- 
ever, passed  away. 

Mr,  Smith  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  land  which  is  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation.  This  is  unincumbered  and  well  im- 
proved, tiearing  a  good  class  of  buildings.     The 
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present  comfortable  estate  on  which  he  lives  is 
owned  entirely  l>y  our  subject  and  is  the  result  of 
his  untiring  efforts.  (Socially  Mr,  Wraith  is  pro- 
gressive and  favors  every  measure  that  tends  to 
the  financial  or  social  betterment  of  the  community. 
Mis.  Sarah  A.  Smith  died  June  29,  1886,  and  our 
subject  thereon  was  a  second  time  united  in  mar- 
riage, his  bride  being  Miss  ]>ora  Miendorf.  Their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  April  14, 1887,  Our  sub- 
ject has  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  country  fram 
the  onti-ance  of  the  first  pioneers  to  the  piesent 
time,  when  it  equals  if  it  does  not  transcend  in 
richness  of  product  all  the  other  States.  At  the 
time  of  his  coming  hei-e  there  were  many  Indians 
and  wild  animals  were  constantly  prowling  through 
the  woods,  their  incui'sions  being  occasions  of  great 
anxiety  to  the  settlers,  not  tliat  their  lives  were  so 
greatly  endangered,  but  the  farmyard  stock  in\'Hi 
ably  suffered  from  the  foxes  or  bears  on  the  least 
oversight.  Mr.  Smith  is  ranked  among  tlie  most 
important  business  agriculturists  of  Leroy  lo^^n 
ship  and  commands  tlie  respect  and  esteem  f  ill 
in  the  community. 


^-^g^ 


PRANK  B.  CRANDAL.  In  this  year  of  un- 
|M»ralleled  crojis  farmei-s  ai-e  all  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  their  calling.  Nature  has 
yielded  most  bountifully  of  the  best  of  her  pro-  ■ 
ducts  and  the  year  1891  will  long  remain  memor- 
able as  one  of  the  most  prolific  ones  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  fortu- 
nate ones  who  participates  in  the  blessings  that 
have  been  showered  upon  his  calling  this  season. 
He  owns  a  fine  farm  located  On  section  21,  Howell 
Township,  Livingston  County. 

The  original  ol  this  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  November  15,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  David  F. 
and  Caroline  (Simmons)  Crandal,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Ontai-io  County,  N.  Y.  The  father  came 
West  in  1866  and  settled  at  Salem,  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  I^ter  he  wasengaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Northfield,  and  then  came  to  this  place  in 
1865,      Mr,   Crandal,   Sr.,  first  purchased   thirty 


I   acres  and   lived  ui)on   his  little  farm   until   his 

;   death,   which  occurred   in    1872.     Our   subject's 

j   motlicr  I'esides  with  her  daughter  in  Iloweil, 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of  four 

children.     They  are  Annetta,  now  Mrs.  F.  Allen, 

Carrie,  Mi-s.  Amos  Winegar;  Frank  R,,  our  subject 

and  Fred  F.     The  last  named  was  united  in  mar- 

I  riage  to  Miss  Rose  Dieterle.    Our  subject  married 

;   Miss  Libby  Richmond  in  December,  1883.     Two 

!    children  were    the    fniit    of  this   union — Blanche 

and  Ti-an      Mi-^  Irank  R    Crandal  died  in  188T 

Bj  a  second  miitiige  our  subject  was  united  to 

Ella  A  \eikes    4piil  15    1890      rhe>    aie  the  pa 

icnt*    of  tne   child    a    daughtet     whose    name  is 

Ml  Citndil  the  fathei  of  him  of  whom  we 
wiite  was  in  his  political  piefeience  i  Republican 
advociting  the  princi})les  of  that  pait^  on  cver^ 
occasion  SooialU  he  was  i  Mason  and  wis  par 
ticularh  well  known  thioughout  thccountiv  as 
•in  exceptionally  fine  hoisemm  He  ni«  eng'iged 
mucii  of  his  time  in  buying  and  sellinji  horsci 
dealing  laigel>  in  those  of  the  finest  1  leed  Oui 
subiect  has  ilwavs  been  engaged  in  farming  As 
1  lad  he  waa  educated  in  the  district  schools 
duiing  vacations  and  out  cf  school  perfoiming  the 
duties  that  aie  a  part  cf  tlit  life  of  an  agiicultui 
I  ist.  After  his  father's  death,  our  subject  bought 
I  out  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs,  and  has  since 
j  added  thirty-five  acres  to  the  homestead.  He 
has  some  very  fine  stock,  keeping  graded  Pcr- 
cheroii  hoi-ses,  as  well  as  cattle,  sheep,  etc.,  of  fine 
breeds. 

Mr.  Crandal  was  intrusted  with  township  hon- 
ors when  very  young.  In  1 886,  when  but  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  also  held  the  office  of  Township  Treas- 
urer. He  is  a  popular  man  with  the  Republican 
party  of  his  district,  and  were  it  his  ambition  to 
have  much  higher  office,  doubtless  it  wOuld  be 
given  him.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  Our  subject  has  advanced  ideas  in 
regard  to  farming,  and  he  makes  the  laud  yield  to 
the  fullest  extent,  feeding  it  liberally  in  order  that 
it  may  feed  him.  He  has  a  fine  omhard  and  iaalso 
engaged  in  growing  small  fruits.  He  with  his 
wife  is  a  member  of    the   Methodist    Episcopal 
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Church  of  the  town  of  Howell.  He  is  one  of  the 
Stewanls  of  this  body.  He  has  for  tlie  past  six 
years  been  School  Director,  and  wliiie  so  engaged 
Las  done  efficient  work  for  tlie  district.  Mr.  Cran- 
dal  is  one  of  tlic  prominent  young  men  of  the 
townsliip  of  Howell,  and  his  friends  have  every  ] 
reason  to  expect  of  Iiini  a  prosperous,  progressive 
future. 


^^EOltGE  L.  CLARK.     Wliat  are   now   uni- 

(II  j_,  vci-sally  conceded  to  be  Uie  best  families 
*^^l((  of  America  are  tiiose  wlio,  tiii'ougli  genera^ 
tions  have  evinced  those  sterling  qualities  of 
manly  wortli  and  womanly  virtues  which  have 
helped  to  elevate  the  general  community,  and 
have  built  up  that  confidence  which  should  ever 
exist  between  man  and  man,  and  which  must 
prevail  if  true  pro8i>erity  is  to  be  attained.  Such 
a  family  is  tliat  which  is  represented  by  our  sub- 
ject. 

Tlie  gentleman  we  have  just  mentioned  belongs 
to  the  firm  of  J.  M.  Clark  &  Co.,  manufacturei-s  of 
hand  and  push  cars,  railroad  velocipedes,  ware- 
house trucks,  baggage  barrows  and  track  tools, 
and  their  establishment  is  situated  in  the  village 
of  Howeil,  Livingston  County.  George  L.  Clark 
is  a  native  of  Eoyalton,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
wliere  he  first  saw  the  light  on  September  15, 
1833.  His  honored  parents,  Robert  W.  and  Hul- 
dah  (Bullock)  Clark,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  Tork  respectively.  'Ilie  father  was  by 
trade  a  boot  and  shoe  maker,  but  followed  farming 
throughout  a  considerable  portion  of  his  life  at 
Royalton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1839.  His 
widow-  long  survived  him  and  completed  lier 
ninety-third  year  before  her  spirit  took  flight  to  a 
better  world  on  the  18th  of  February,  1890. 

Of  the  six  cliildren  of  Robert  and  Huldati  Clark. 
four  are  now  living — a  son,  Judson,  lives  in  Carth- 
age,III.;  Mrs-J.C.  Tucker  makes  her  home  in  Clari- 
don,  N.  Y.;  our  subject  is  to  be  found  at  Howell, 
as  is  also  his  brother,  John  M.,  who  is  a  member  of 


the  fii-m  of  J.  M.  Clark  &  Co.  Robert  W.  Clark 
was  a  son  of  Adam  and  Polly  Clark,  both  of  wliom 
were  born  in  Massachusetts.  They  have  a  lai'ge 
family,  whom  they  brought  up  on  tlie  farm,  which 
was  situated  near  Peihani,  Mass.  Adam  Clark  was 
for  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  and,  as  this  will  signify,  was  a  vei-y 
prominent  man  in  the  State.  He  had  deep  relig- 
ious convictions  and  was  decided  in  his  support  of 
all  religious  institutions,  being  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

George  L.  Ciark  had  his  early  training  in  the 
liome  schools,  and  then  attended  the  Brockport 
Collegiate  Justitute,  continuing  there  for  foui' 
terms.  He  tlien  engaged  in  teaching  dui'ing  the 
winters,  exercising  his  powere  in  this  direction  in 
the  counties  of  Livingston  and  Macomb,  in  this 
State,  as  well  as  in  New  York.  It  was  in  the  fall 
of  1865  that  became  West,  and  settled  in  Howell 
the  following  spring.  During  one  season  he  ac- 
companied a  surveying  party  whicli  went  on  jt 
Government  survey  to  Duluth,  where  tliey  made 
their  headquarters  and  worked   along  Lake  Supc- 

Subseqnent  to  this  excursion  this  gentleman  en- 
gaged in  the  business  which  now  emplo^-s  his  powers 
and  time,  building  it  up  in  connection  with  Mr. 
George  Taylor,  with  whom  he  remained  in  partiier- 
sliip  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
bought  out  Mr.  Taylor's  interest.  At  various 
times  he  has  had  other  partners,  and  his  brother 
first  took  an  interest  in  the  fii-m  in  1872.  The 
works  cover  two  lots  and  they  employ  from  fifteen 
to  tliirty  men.  They  have  built  up  such  a  demand 
for  their  goods  tliat  these  are  shipped  all  over  tlie 
United  States. 

No  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Clark  has  been  more 
productive  of  true  happiness  and  genuine  pros- 
perity tlian  bis  marriage,  which  took  place  Decem- 
ber 29,  1861.  He  was  then  united  for  life  with 
with  Miss  Sarah  L.  Axtel,  daughter  of  J.  R.  Axtel, 
of  Howell.  Tlieir  four  children  are:  Mary,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  E.  W.  Card,  of  Medina,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
one  child,  Mai^ery;  Elizabeth  L,  and  the  twins, 
Robert  W.  and  Winnifred  R,,  are  unmarried.  The 
son,  Robert  "W".,  is  connected  with  the  Traders'  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  liochester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  been 
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for  about  a  yeai',  and  all  the  cliiMren  ai-e  iibun- 
tlnntly  rewarding  their  parents  for  the  care  and 
training  which  tlioy  bestowed  niton  tliem  in  tlieir 
cliildhood. 

'Die  political  preferences  of  Mr.  Clark  bring  liim 
into  sympathy  with  the  principles  and  movements 
of  tlie  liepnbliean  imrty,  and  lie  was  for  some  time 
one  of  the  villi^e  Trnstees.  Like  his  parents,  he 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  in  every  walk  of  life  he  is  esteemed  as  one  of 
the  reliable  and  prominent  men  of  Livingston 
County.  His  pleasant  home  is  on  Mill  Street  and 
ills  shop  faces  on  Grand  River  Street.  The  Clark 
family  settled  in  Massachusetts  at  an  early  day, 
having  come  from  England,  and  they  were  all 
through  their  history  in  that  State  among  the 
prominent  leadere  in  all  public  movements. 


6HARLE.S  G.  COOL.  Were  there  to  te  a 
reunion  of  pioneers  of  I^ivingstoii  County, 
^_  Unadilla  Township  could  furaish,  we  doubt 
not,  a  lai^er  proportion  than  almost  any  other, 
.and  many  would  Ite  the  experiences  and  adven- 
tures i-elated  by  the  old-timers  that  would  be  of 
thrilling  interest  to  the  young  people  of  to-day 
and  also  to  the  older  people  as  i-eminiscenees  of 
similar  experiences.  He  of  whom  we  wiite,  a 
faiTner,  whose  place  .is  located  on  section  6,  Una^ 
dilla  Township,  Jjivingston  County,  is  one  of  the 
old-timers,  having  come  hei-e  at  an  early  date. 

Our  subject's  father  was  John  Cool,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania;  his  mother  was  Martha  (Sutton) 
Cool,  bom  in  New  Jersey,  and  they  were  farmere, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1836,  set- 
tling on  the  place  tliat  our  subject  now  occupies, 
the  original  purchase  being  four  hundred  and 
eiu-hty  acres  of  land.  He  secured  it  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  it  had  never  been  pi-eviously  cut  by 
tlie  plow  and  was  as  wild  as  nature  allows. 

The  father  built  a  log  house  and  they  began  the 
process  of  making  a  homo.  There  were  no  roads 
at  tliat  time,  not  even  an  opening,  excepting  an 
Indian  trial,  which  was  called  the  Broad  Trail  and 


went  from  Chicago  to  Detroit.  One  had  to  he  on 
one's  guard  against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians, 
not  tijat  they  were'so  hostile  but  that  they  were  such 
inveterate  thieves  and  beggars.  They  had  also  to 
be  watchful  against  the  encroachments  of  the  wild 
animals  and  on  going  out  into  the  fields  the  gun 
was  kept  near  at  hand,  for  it  was  not  infrequent 
to  meet  a  bear  or  wolves.  There  were  very  few 
neighbors  in  the  locality  and  very  little  money 
current.  From  his  original  purehase  the  senior 
Mr.  Cool  sold  off  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
Before  his  death  he  built  a  good  frame  house  and 
and  also  barns.  He  cleared  off  sixty  acres,  which 
he, cultivated  thoi-oughly.  The  mother  died  about 
twenty  years  ago  and  the  fatlier  twelve  years  ago. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom,  only,  are  now  living.  Tliey  are,  he  of 
whom  we  write;  Harriet,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Gaylord, 
and  Emcline.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Christian  Church.  Politically  his 
fatlier  was  a  Democrat  and  for  yeare  before  his 
death  was  a  Supervisor  and  also  Highway  Com- 
missioner. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  first  opened  liis  eyes 
on  the  light  of  day  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
February  17,  1822.  He  was  fifteen  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  having  received  a  common- 
school  education  in  his  native  State.  It  was  the 
fashion  at  that  time  for  boys  to  domen's  work  and 
our  subject  soon  was  competent  to  cairy  on  the 
work  of  the  farm.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty -live  years  of  age. 

At  the  age  above  named  Mr.  Cool  took  to  wife 
Miss  Mary  Van  Sickle,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  S. 
Van  Sickle,  an  old  pioneer  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  1835,  and  the  following  year  settled  on  section 
9,  this  township.  Mrs.  Cool  was  born  December 
16,  1827,  in  New  Jersey.  When  married  the  young 
couple  settled  on  the  place  where  they  at  present 
reside  and  here  they  have  always  lived.  They  are 
the  parents  of  Ave  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Serepta  Ann  is  now  Mi-s.  Taft;  Mary 
Jane  is  Mrs.  L.  Jacobs;  Margaret  E.  is  Mrs.  Lang- 
fitt,  and  Ettie  E.  is  Mrs.  Mapes. 

On  first  settling  here  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  had  an  undivided  half  of  eighty  aci-es, 
twenty-eight  acres  of  which  was  irapi-oved.      He 
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ia  now  tJie  owner  of  two  hundred  and  eleven 
acres,  of  which  one  hundred  and  twelve  aores  are 
under  the  j>Iow.  He  has  always  superintended 
the  farm.  Mr,  Cool  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  at  Stockbridge  and  was  Mast«r  of  the  same 
for  six  years.  Ijike  every  loyal  American  he  has 
taken  an  interest  in  polities,  casting  his  vote  and 
influence  with  the  democratic  party.  He  lias  Ijieen 
Township  Treasurer  for  mme  time. 


iKs^  IRAM  B.  THOMPSON.  He  whose  name 
W)i'  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  farmer  re- 
'■^^  siding  on  section  2S,  Hartland  Township, 
^pl  Livingston  County.  He  was  l>orn  in  Cato 
Township,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  September  2, 
1837,  his  parents  being  Hiram  and  Aurelia  (.lohn- 
son)  lliompson.  The  former  was  bom  in  Dutehess 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1799,  and  was  reared  in  his  na^ 
tive  place  until  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  removed  to  Mentz,  Cayuga 
County.  He  was  by  occupation  a  fanner,  and  had 
a  reasonable  degree  of  success  attendant  upon  his 
agricultural  pursuits.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  being  bom  there  in  1799. 
She  married  her  husband  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y*.,  after  which  they  located  on  a  farm  in  the 
same  county,  and  there  remained  as  long  as  they 
lived.  The  father  died  at  the  age  ot  sixty-seven 
years.  Tlie  mother  was  seventy-one  years  old 
when  her  decease  took  place. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children  bom  to  his 
parents.  There  were  four  daughtei-s  and  two  sons,  j 
and  all  grew  to  maturity,  the  decease  of  none  tak- 
ing place  under  sixty  years  of  age.  Our  subject 
is  the  youngest  child  of  the  family,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  place.  He  received  his  education 
at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  He  started  out  for  himself  at 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Obeying  Greeley's 
injunction  to  "go  West,  young  man,"  he  went 
into  Wisconsin  and  was  there  engaged  for  about 
two  years;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned 
to  New  York,  and  remained  there  until  1868, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  this  townshipand  county. 


He  located  where  he  now  resides  in  1882.  By  his 
first  marriage  he  became  the  husband  of  Helen 
Ross.  She  was  a  native  of  New  York  State. 
Their  manlage  took  place  December  25,  1S5!). 
This  union  was  blessed  by  the  advent  of  four 
cliildi'en — two  daughtere  and  two  sons — whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Carrie,  William,  Belie  and 
liosB.  nie  first  two  are  deceased.  Belle  still 
resides  at  home  with  her  pai-ents,  while  Ross  makes 
his  home  with  his  uncle,  Henry  Holdridge.  The 
mother  of  these  ehildi-en  died  in  Michigan  in  1871, 
and  was  interred  at  the  oametery  at  Highland,  Oak- 
land County. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  a  second  time  married  June 
9,  1875,  his  bride  being  Alice  J.  Shaw,  a  native  of 
New  Y"ork,  bom  in  Ctiautauqua  County,  March  2;"), 
1849.  She  was  reared  in  the  same  place  with  our 
subject  and  was  an  old  acquaintance.  He  of  wliom 
it  is  our  pleasure  and  privilege  to  chronicle  the 
leading  facts  in  outline  of  his  career,  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  flue  land 
which  is  all  under  cultivation.  He  engages  in 
general  farming,  and  each  department  is  as  perfect, 
as  assiduous  attention  and  unfaltering  care  will 
make  iL  His  place  is  well  improved,  and  beai-s 
evidence  of  an  intelligent  oversight  on  the  part  of 
its  owner. 

The  original  of  oiu-  sketch  east  his  iirst  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  has  ever  -  since  voted  the 
straight  Republican  ticket.  He  has  been  elected 
to  a  number  of  local  offices,  having  been  Super- 
visor of  the  township  in  1878  at  which  time  he  was 
elected,  and  has  continued  to  hold  the  office  for 
eleven  years.  Although  he  was  oflfered  renomina- 
tion  at  the  end  ofthat  tenn  he  refused  to  accept 
the  position  feeling  that  lie  had  done  his  duty  in 
civic  affairs,  and  that  after  so  long  a  service  he 
was  entitled  to  rest.  Socially  Mr.  Thompson  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  Montezuma  Lodge  of 
New  York  State,  No.  1 76.  He  is  also  a  Master 
Mason.  All  the  members  of  onr  subject's  family, 
excepting  himself  and  another,  who  is  a  memi)erof 
the  Methodist  Church,  belong  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  will- 
ing to  leave  the  belief  of  others  alone  if  they  wi!l 
allow  him  the  same  privilege. 

Mrs.    Thompson's    parents   were   Joseph  C.  and 
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Juliette  (Howe)  Shaw.  They  were  natives  of 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  but  both  died  in  Vir- 
ginia. Mrs.  Thompson  is  the  fifth  ctiild  in  order 
of  birth,  and  the  second  daughter,  there  being 
nine  childi-en  in  the  family.  She  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  at  Stony  Creek,  Va.  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son suffered  the  loss  of  two  brothers,  who  were 
killed  in  the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion,  Tiiey 
were  by  name  Squire  and  Wesley,  One  was  killed 
at  Cold  Harbor,  the  other  at  Petersburg.  Our  sub 
ject  is  now  the  township  receiver  for  the  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  of  Livingston  County.  He 
is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  who  know  him,  it  being  a  rule  with  him  never 
to  assume  resix>nsibilities  to  the  detriment  of  his 
own  immediate  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
dischai^  conscientiously  and  perfectly  the  duties 
of  any  enterprise  when  in  the  line  of  public  work 
prior  vate  interest,  that  his  judgment  dictates  that 
he  can  rightly  take  upon  himself. 


>^^^^^m^m^ 


J' AMES  B.  FROST.  A  native  of  England, 
the  advent  of  our  subject  into  the  world. 
which  took  place  December  13,  1830,  was 
made  more  of  an  official  event  than  had  it 
occurred  in  America.  It  was  recorded  in  tlie 
parish  register  and  the  little  stranger  was  a  subject 
for  a  godfather  and  a  godmother  who  pledged  to 
him  a  kind  and  protective  oversight.  His  parents 
wei-e  Richard  B.  Fi-ost  and  his  mother  was  Susan 
(Scott)  Frost,  a  daugliter  of  Edward  Scott,  a  native 
of  England.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  large  fruitgrowers  and  dealers,  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  one  of  six  children,  there  be- 
ing five  sons  and  one  daughter.  Three  of  the 
sons,  namely:  William  S.,  Charles  C,  and  James  B., 
came  to  America. 

In  1849  our  subject  started  out  for  the  land  that 
promised  speedy  wealth  and  honors.  Ho  was  only 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  settled  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.  on  a  farm.  On  his  advent  into  the 
State  he  made  his  living  by  working  by  the  day 
or  month  in  the  country,  sometimes  on  a  farm  and 


sometimes  in  the  timber.  J>esii-ous  of  seeing  still 
auother  phase  of  American  life,  in  1854  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Livingston  County, 
where  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  saving 
all  that  he  could  until  in  1855  he  was  enabled  to 
purehase  a  tract  of  land  on  section  16,  Wheatfield 
Township,  Ingham  County.  Some  years  later  he  was 
married  to  Lydia  Austin,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  B. 
Austin,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  was  an  early  settler 
in  Livingston  County,  and  finally  came  to  Ingham 
County  in  1852  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  The  mother  was  born  in  New  York,  her 
maiden  name  being  Pieston. 

To  him  of  whom  we  write  and  his  amiable  and 
estimable  wife  came  nine  children.  They  are 
Lucellft  L.,  James  E.,  William  R.,  Celia  A.,  Walter 
B.,  Charles  H.,  Minnie,  Arthur  and  Elmer.  All  are 
living  at  the  present  time.  The  eldest  daughter 
now  resides  in  Gratiot  County  and  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  John  S.  Doyle.  Tlie  next  two,  sons,  are  mar- 
ried and  reside  in  Wheatfield  Township.  Mr. 
Frost  settled  on  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  first 
place  which  he  took  up  from  tlie  Government.  In 
the  usual  thrifty  English  way  he  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres  and  has  chopped  and  cleared  the  place  until 
it  is  an  ideal  agricultural  spot.  Besides  the  farm 
that  he  at  present  owns  he  has  also  given  a  large 
amount  of  land  to  his  children.  He  has  ei'ected 
good  buildings  upon  his  place  and  the  grove  of 
black  walnut  trees  that  he  has  planted  and  tended 
with  such  care  gives  the  place  its  name.  Tlie  farm 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  conitty. 

Our  subject  has  endured  hai-dships  and  the 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  always  having  iieen  a 
hardworking  man  and  richly  deserving  of  the 
success  tliat  he  has  made  of  his  agricultural  ven- 
ture. The  fii-st  team  of  oxen  that  were  used  in 
the  townsiup  our  subject  raised.  He  is  certainly 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  township.  A 
breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Shropshire  sheep, 
Mr,  Frost  is  one  of  the  leading  stock-raisers  in  this 
vicinity.  Deeply  appreciative  of  the  advantages 
that  education  gives  a  man,  our  subject  is  not  spar- 
ing of  money  or  labor  in  order  to  give  his  children 
every  chance  possible  to  make  themselves  thor- 
oughly capable  and  cultured  men  and  women.     A 
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Democi-at  in  his  political  following  to" which  he 
lias  a<1here(]  from  the  firat,  our  subject  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  political  office  or  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  live  the  life  of  an  indej^ndent  fsriner. 


PANFORD  I'AUKKR.  A  large  and  honorabk 
number  of  the  men  of  Oceola  Township, 
Livingston  County,  have  a  i-eeoi-d  of  ser- 
vices to  the  country  during  the  days  of  the  Civil 
War,  of  which  their  county  feels  proud,  and  which 
it  is  not  unlikely  will  be  held  as  the  clioieest  heri- 
tage of  their  descendants.  To  have  helped  to 
carry  the  old  flag  thi'ough  those  dark  days  is  an 
honor  and  will  ever  be  a  joy  to  those  who  were  so 
liappy  to  be  able  to  respond  to  the  call  of  our  war 
President.  He  of  whom  we  now  write  is  one  of 
these  men. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  resides  on  section  4, 
Oecola  Township,  and  is  a  native  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  born  twenty-eight 
miles  from  Buffalo,  May  30,  1825.  His  father,  Asa 
Paiker, a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  came  to  Gene 
see  County  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  theie  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  soon  united  with 
Jennie  Little,  of  Genesee  County,  who  died  in 
that  county  in  1827.  Two  years  after  her  death 
the  family  came  West  and  made  a  new  home  in 
Soulhfteid  Township,  Oakland  County,  being  able 
to  dispose  of  liis  New  York  property  for  land  in 
that  place. 

A  few  yeai-s  hiter  Mr. Parke ri-e moved  to  Wailed 
I^ke,  South  Lyons  Township,  where  lie  remained 
for  four  or  Ave  years  and  improved  a  farm.  He 
then  came  in  1835  to  Oceola  Township  and  took 
up  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  Government.  His 
first  home  here  was  one  which  he  put  up  hastily 
and  it  was  a  log  shanty  with  shake  covering  and  a 
floor  of  split  bass-wood.  He  afterward  erected  a 
log  house,  cutting  and  hewing  the  logs  himself. 
He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  son  our  subject, 
and  died  April  10,  1867  when  eighty-three  yeare 
old.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 
His  good  wife  died  at  the  age  of  about  forty  two 


years,  before  his  removal  West.     Of  their  seven 
only  two  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  child  of  his  parents 
and  was  four  years  old  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 
His  fii-st  school  days  were  passed  in  Oakland  Town- 
ship, where  he  attended  the  log  schoolhouse  in 
Southfield  Township  and  finished  his  education  in 
Oseola  Township.  He  started  out  for  himself  at 
age  of  eleven  years  working  on  a  farm  for  $5  per 
month  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  yeai-s 
during  which  time  he  bought  tlie  farm  upon 
which  he  now  resides. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  September  16, 
1846,  and  his  bride  was  Mary  Ann,  the  second 
child  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  of  D.  O.  and 
Rachel  (Legg)  Taft  This  lady  was  bom  in 
Worcester  County,  Mass.,  April  19,  1829.  Tliere 
she  was  reared  and  trained  until  about  fourteen 
years  old  when  she  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents.  Wlien  Mr.  Parker  located  where  he  now 
lives  he  had  twenty  acres  of  improved  ground  and 
a  log  house.  He  also  had  a  yoke  of  cattle  to  work 
with  and  a  cow  which  had  been  given  to  Mi-s.  Par- 
ker by  her  father.  Two  lovely  daughters  and  four 
manly  sons  were  granted  to  them. 

The  children  of  our  subject  areE.  Augusta,  who 
is  the  wife  of  David  Van  Syekle,  a  fanner  in  Una- 
dilla  Township;  Orlando  J.,  who  married  Florence 
Trumane  and  is  in  the  drug  business  in  Howell; 
Frank  D.,  who  is  united  in  man-iage  with  Sadie 
Smith,  and  is  in  the  dry-goods  business  in  Fowler- 
ville;  Charley,  deceased;  Eftle  J., the  widow  of  E.  G. 
Embler,  who  was  a  lawyer  in  Howell  and  Emmet 
D.,  who  resides  at  home  with  his  father.  The 
grandchildren  of  our  subject  are  four  children  of 
the  Van  Syekle  household  and  two  children  of 
f)rlando's. 

Mr.  Parker  has  two  hundred  acres  of  well  im- 
proved land,  eighty  of  which  ai-e  on  section  4,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  aci-es  on  section  9.  The 
latter  tract  includes  the  eighty  acres  entered  from 
the  Government  by  his  father.  He  split  every 
rail  which  has  been  used  upon  the  farm  and  has 
made  all  the  improvements  and  set  out  every  tree. 
The  commodious  and  attractive  house  was  put  up 
in  1869  at  an  expense  of  $3,000  and  his  barn  cost 
#700.     He  is  doing  a  general  farming  business  and 
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devotes  considerable  attention  to  stuek.  He  Jms 
two  liundred  liead  of  sheep  and  other  stock  in 
[iroportion.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  was  Ooiinty  Treasurer  of  Livingstoi) 
t'ounty  in  1884  and  was  Township  Tieasurer  for 
one  term,  besides  being  a  member  of  tlie  Board  of 
Review  and  Scltool  Director  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Pfirker  enlisted  February  26,  1864,  in  Com- 
pany B,  Eiglitli  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  taken 
sick  while  .itill  at  Fiint,  Mich.,  with  a  severe  attn«k 
of  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  As  soon  as  he  could 
ti-avel  he  was  allowed  to  come  home  and  uiK)n  his 
recovery  to  healtli  joined  the  regiment  at  Warren- 
ton  Station.  Va.,  and  was  present  during  the  eon- 
fiicls  of  the  Wilderness.  He  was  in  the  Itattles  of 
SjKitsvlvania,  Harrison  Ijinding,  and  Cold  Har- 
iior.  also  with  the  forces  tliat  made  their  raid 
I'etflrsbiug,  "\'n.  He  was  again  taken  sick  and  * 
sent  home  on  a  fiirloiigh  and  received  l(is  li 
l)le  discharge  at  l>etroit,  May  19,  18f>5. 

Mr.  and  Mj's,  Parker  are  very  useful  in  the 
Methodist  EpiscotMil  CIuitoIi  to  which  they  belong 
;ind  for  which  lie  gave  land  when  they  were  en- 
'leavering  to  erect  a  Jiouee  of  worshi]).  In  all 
eliui-ch  matters  lie  takes  an  active  part  and  was 
Steward  for  a  number  of  yeai's  and  is  still  one  of 
tlie  Trustees.  He  also  gave  land  for  the  school- 
house  which  stands  on  the  south  pa.rt  of  section  4. 
Tliese  instances  of  his  lil)erality  ai-e  only  charac- 
teristic of  the  man  who  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  every  enterprise  which  will  jn'O- 
mote  the  good  of  the  community.  This  trait  witli 
Ills  many  other  valuable  and  excellent  elements  of 
character  make  him  universiilly  eslcciucii  iiuil  n'- 
spfcted  hy  his  neighboi^. 


t-^^nOMAS  McKKRNAN.  one  of  llic  oldest 
m^^.  settlers  of  this  county,  who  lias  h'vcd  here 
*^^  since  183(>,  was  horn  in  Orange  County,  N, 
v.,  October  30,  1831.  His  parents  wei-e  John  and 
Margai-et  (Moasy)  McKernan;  the  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  in  Orange  County,  moved  to  Northfield, 
Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  in  IH:W.     Three  years 


later  he  removed  to  White  Oak  Township,  this 
county,  when  this  section  of  Michigan  was  entirely 
ft  wilderness.  He  took  from  the  Government  five 
lots  of  new  land  and  cleared  off  a  good  fai-m. 

l7|Kin  that  pioneer  farm  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood,  Tlie  common  schools  of  that  day  were 
somewhat  limited  in  their  curriculum  hut  the 
teacbei's  were  conscientious  and  devoted;  the  pupils 
felt  the  need  of  gaining  knowledge  and  tlie  drill 
was  thorough  and  constant.  Mr.  McKernan  ob- 
tained therein  a  good,  practical  education,  and 
after  leaving  school  devoted  himself  to  farming 
for  some  time. 

The  family  of  .lohn  and  Margaret  McKernan 
consisted  of  sixteen  children,  eight  sons  and  eight 
daughters.  Two  sons  died  in  the  army;  Philip, 
who  was  the  Captain  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  and  William,  who  be- 
longed to  ComiMiny  H,  Third  Micliigau  Regiment, 
Our  subject  enlisted  August  13, 1862,  after  his  two 
brothers  had  l)een  killed,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  Company  H, 
and  was  in  the  Amiy  of  the  Potomac,  doing  most 
of  hie  fighting  in  the  Second  Army  Coi'ps.  He 
passed  through  the  different  battles  in  which  his 
legimcnt  was  engaged  until  he  was  discharged  at 
Washington  Mareh  27,  186.'*,  upon  the  ground  of 
pli.^'sical  disability.  He  Irnd  been  promoted  from 
the  ranks  of  a  private  to  the  position  of  a  Corporal 
and  aftci'ward  to  tliat  of  Sergeant, 

IFpon  his  return  home  Mr.  McKernan  agahi  en- 
gaged in  agiieultural  pureuits  and  remained  on 
the  farm  till  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  was  elected 
to  the  otlice  of  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
Iwing  tlie  firet  successful  candidate  on  that  ticket 
for  twenty  years.  He  took  the  oath  of  ofDce  upon 
New  Year's  Day  1883,  and  served  for  four  yeai-s, 
after'  which  he  retired  from  active  work  and  has 
^iuce  lived  in  Lansing  at  No.  605  North  Walnut 
Sti-oet.  To  him  and  his  faithful  helpmate,  who 
was  formerlj-  Miss  Mary  Welch,  of  Washtenaw 
Comity,  four  children  have  been  born,  three  of 
whom,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  died  in  infancy. 
The  sui-viving  child,  Eugene,  is  now  in  business  in 
Omaha,  Neb,,  and  travels  for  a  New  York  firm, 
Wliile  living  in  White  Oak  Township,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kernan was  Treasurer  of  the  township  and  Com- 
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iiiisHiunet'.  Socially  lie  is  identified  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  highly 
esteemed  wherevei'  kiiowji. 

Mr.  McKeman  has  long  maintained  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  skilled  hunter,  I'l'obably  uo  man  in  this 
county  has  shot  more  deer  or  otiier  wild  game  than 
he,  and  he  can  say  what  perhaps  no  other  man  can 
trutJifuUy  assert,  that  he  kilted  one  deer  with  his 
father's  rifle  before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nine 
years.  At  tliat  time  Indians  were  plentiful  and 
wei'e  his  only  ])laymates,  often  accompanying  him 
on  liunting  exiMsditions.  lie  recalls  vividly  that 
the  last  tlireo  wild  turkeys  he  brought  down  were 
shot  with  a  ritte  while  tlie  birds  were  on  the  wing. 
In  connection  with  this  sketch  tlic  reader  will  llnd 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  ^McKcrnan. 


IW_^ENUY  liUHKIIAltT,  deceased.  Among  the 
|[jjj  honored  and  respected  citizens  of  I^iving- 
ili^^  ston  County,  who  came  liere  at  an  early 
(^)  day  and  proved  themselves  efficient  in  pro  ■ 
moling  the  growth  of  the  colony  and  developing 
its  resources  along  the  lines  of  agriculture  as  well 
as  in  moml,  religious  and  intellectual  patlis,  none 
is  wortliy  of  more  esteem  than  he  whose  name  we 
place  at  the  head  of  this  paragi-aph. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  19,  1820,  near  Mt. 
Morris,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sally 
(Johnson)  liurkliart,  natives  of  New  York.  The 
father  chose  farming  as  his  life  work  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1846,  settling  in  tohoctah  Township, 
Livingston  County,  where  heenteredand  improved 
a  farm.  To  him  and  his  good  wife  were  granted 
ten  children,  of  whom  eight  lived  to  become  the 
heads  of  families,  namely:  Henry,  Uriah,  Mary  A., 
Emily,  Marquiss,  Sarah,  Harriet  and  Hannah.  Sam- 
uel Burkhart  died  suddenly  in  January,  18(il,  as 
he  dropped  dead  without  a  moment's  warning.  His 
wife  sui-vived  him  some  Ave  or  six  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  grew  up  upon  a  farm  and 
received  but  scanty  seliooling,  as  tlie  educational 
advantages  of  that  early  day  were  very  limited. 
The  early  settlers  of  Michigan  were  a  class  of  intel- 


ligent and  educated  men  and  women,  and  they  de- 
sired for  their  children  the  best  opportunities  and 
secured  them  as  early  as  possible,  but  during  the 
iirst  few  decadesit  was  impossible  for  them  to  pro- 
vide as  they  would  have  wished  in  this  direction. 

The  young  man  l)ecame  a  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
a  calling  which  w(«  very  valuable  in  those  days,  as 
wagons  were  not  plentiful  among  the  settlers  and 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  them.  Upon  the  1 9th 
of  March,  1844,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lydia  Hagedorn,  who  was  bom  in  the  town- 
ship  of  Penfield,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  Januaiy 
23,  1824.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Rachel  (Hall)  Hagedorn,  who  caiTied  on  a  farm  in 
New  York.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Burkhart  had 
three  sons  and  five  danghtei-s,  namely:  Jonathan, 
David,  John,  Alniira.  I^na,  Lavina,  Margaret,  and 
l-ydia.  Three  of  these  children  died  in  childhood 
and  one  of  the  sons  passed  away  when  a  young 
man.  Their  mother  who  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Methodist EpiBCOi>al  Church,  died  in  1832,  and 
Mr.  Hagedorn  married  Margai-et  Randolph  for  his 
second  wife  and  she  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Josiah  and  Esther.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views  and  he  died  in  Weteter  Township, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1868. 

After  the  maridage  of  our  subject  he  and  his 
bi-ide  made  their  first  home  at  Little  Sandusky. 
(Jhio,  but  in  the  fall  of  1845  they  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  in  Byron,  Shiawassee  County.  But 
liei-e  Mr.  Burkhart  was  constantly  afflicted  with 
ague,  and  after  remaining  here  for  a  year  they  de- 
cided to  leave  the  West  and  return  to  their  I-iast- 
ern  home.  It  was  not  until  November,  1854,  that 
the  family  decided  to  try  the  effect  of  the  Western 
climate,  and  upon  their  return  to  Michigan  the\' 
settled  in  Cohoctah  for  a  few  years  and  later  went 
to  Flint,  this  State,  where  they  pin^chased  eighty 
aci-es  of  land  and  made  that  their  home  foi-  sonic 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Burkhart  returned  to 
Cohoctah  Township  and  pureliased  one  hundied 
and  ten  acres  on  section  33,  which  was  mostly  in 
a  cleared  and  improved  condition.  Here  he  made 
his  home  until  he  was  called  hence  by  death,  July 
17,  1888.  The  children  of  Henry  and  Lydia 
Burkhart  are:  William  H.  ;Homer,  who  died  at  the 
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age  of  fifteen ;  Alice,  tlie  wife  of  Itetliuel  I^jitlibuiii ; 
Frank  A.;  KUa  (deceased),  who  wsis  tlie  wife  of 
Fi-ank  i>orraiice;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Rohei-t  Brave- 
iier;  and  Jessie.  Kver  since  their  marriage  oiir 
suljject  and  his  wife  liave  been  active  and  interested 
ill  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  C'liurc-h, 
and  the  Iosh  of  this  esteemed  and  lieloved  hrotlier 
was  deeply  felt  liy  all  the  members  of  that  body. 


riLj^lRAM  J.  DANA.  There  is  protmhiy  no 
iTjV  one  in  Lei-oy  Township,  Iiigliaii  Count>-, 
*^^  who  is  better  known  and  moi-e  highly 
(i^  respected  among  tlie  old  |>ioneers  than  he 
whose  name  we  now  give.  He  was  bom  October 
22,  1830,  in  Genesee  Connty,  N.  V.,  and  in  18S7 
ho  came  with  hisi}arents,Orenand  Adeline  (Good- 
well)  Uana,  from  New  York  to  Micliigun,  making 
the  last  stage  of  their  journey  with  ox-team  to 
JJetroit,  thus  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlei-s  iii 
I^roy  Township.  Their  first  home  was  in  a  log 
shanty  about  18x20  feet,  and  it  was  of 
rongh  construction  with  split  plank  tor  a  fl<ior. 
After  residing  there  for  about  two  years  they 
ci-ected  a  more  comfortable  log  cabin. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  fli-st  Sujx'r- 
visor  for  tbe  district  which  now  comprises  four 
townsliips.  To  his  home  came  seven  cliildren, 
only  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Hiram  J.,  -James,  Mary  (wife  of  William  Turner), 
and  Edwin  L.  He  was  a  man  of  public  spirit  and 
ft  leader  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  in  his  death 
the  county  lost  a  valued  citizen  and  one  of  her 
original  pioneers.  He  also  for  many  yeai-s  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  wliieh  office  he  was  elected 
by  the  vote  of  both  parties. 

Our  subject  grew  up  amidst  the  woods  and  has 
pleasant  memories  of  Indian  neighboi-s,  who  wei-e 
friendly  and  glad  to  exchange  kindnesses.  His 
ediication  was  obtained  m  tlie  early  schools  of  that 
day,  which,  although  narrow  in  their  curriculum, 
were  thorough  in  drill  and  gave  him  a  good  foun- 
dation    for    future    stndj'.    Upon    the    23d    of 


October,  1853,  he  married  Mary  A.  Betts,  who  bore 
him  two  children,  both  deceased,  and  their  mother 
has  also  i>assed  from  earth.  Tlie  second  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Alice  Barnes,  and  to  her  were 
granted  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Nora  (wife  of  Frank  Horton), 
t'harles  P.,  Hiram  H.,  Adaline,  Alvin  O.,  Frederick 
F.,  Alta  M.  and  Cleveland.  Mrs.  Alice  Dana  was 
some  yeai-s  ago  called  from  earth,  and  Mr.  Dana 
mariied  the  present  Mi's.  Dana,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  know  as  Ella  Mann.  One  son,  Earl, 
has  blessed  this  union,  and  to  all  the  children  the 
father  is  giving  excelleiit  advantages  for  edu- 
cation, 

Mr,  Dana  has  lived  upon  his  farm  tor  flfty- 
thi'ce  yeai-s,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  spent 
ia  the  mei-cantile  business  in  Williamstown,  and  it 
is  by  his  hand  that  this  beautiful  estate  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty  aeres  has  been  developed  from 
tlie  condition  of  the  wilderness  to  its  present  pros- 
perous state.  He  is  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Williamston,  and 
ill  his  political  views  is  attached  to  the  Democratic 
party.  His  success  in  life  is  a  cause  of  rejoicing 
not  only  among  the  members  of  liis  family  but 
also  with  all  who  have  known  his  long  life  among 
them  and    his   marked    cliaracteristlcs   of  probity 


^^ji  HlilSTOPIIEn  C.  KINGSLEV,     Inevitable 

(|{  ^,  to  every  living  thing,  "'Icath  is  still  a  mys- 
^S^'  tery,  because  of  the  great  unknown  that  lies 
beyond  the  veil,  which  is  only  rent  as  breath 
ceases  to  [wiss  the  lips  and  the  heart  is  stilled  in 
itfi  pulsation.  One  never  realizes  the  cliasm  that 
tlie  dread  Angel  of  Desolation  opens  up  until  he 
has  taken  from  us  one  who  is  as  near  and  dear  as 
nature  has  allowed  the  tie  to  he.  The  man  whose 
name  is  above  and  of  whom  one  might  say  in 
Shakespeare's  words,"here  is  a  man,"  passed  away 
from  tliis  life  January  5,  1888,  leaving  to  moui-n 
his  loss  a  widow—Mrs.  Anna  A.  Kingsley. 

Mr.Kingsley  wasbom  in  New  York  State  in  1838. 
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He  was  tlie  son  of  Jonathan  and  Polly  Kingsley, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Tliey  came  West  and 
settled  at  Salem,  Waslitenaw  County,  tliis  State, 
and  tliei'e  engaged  in  farming.  There  was  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  our  subject  being  the  fourth 
in  order  of  birth.  Although  like  most  of  the  men 
who  have  acquired  pi-ofjerty  in  this  State,  he  began 
with  very  little,  before'  his  death  he  had  attcu- 
mulated  more  than  a  handsonie  projjerty — being 
one  of  the  prominent  and  wealthy  farmers  of  How- 
ell Township.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  beautiful 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  iHsaring  fine 
buildings  and  an  excellently-bnilt  i-esidence,  also 
barns  and  sheds  for  stock. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  first  to 
Susan  Thomas.  Mre.  Susan  Kingsley  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, wliose  names  are,  Luella,  Christopher  C.  and 
Grace.  In  1880  he  was  again  married,  tliis  union 
I>eing  with  Mise  Anna  A.  Stephens.  Their  nuptials 
were  solemnized  at  Howell  Township.  Mi-s.  Kings- 
ley  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Eunice  (South- 
well) Stephens,  wlio  were  natives  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.  They  came  to  Miehigan  in  an  early 
day  and  engaged  in  farming.  Andrew  Stephens 
was  a  man  of  gi'cat  ability,  unending  pei'sevei-anee 
and  highest  integrity.  He  died  at  Woodhull,  Mich., 
and  his  wife  at  Williamston.  They  had  a  family  of 
eight  eh ildi-en,  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  They 
are  Philandei',  Sarah  A.,  Eliza  -J.,  Josephine  and 
Anna  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Kingsley,  Those  who 
passed  away  are:  Nathan,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war  of  the  Kebellion;  he  lost  his  health  in  the 
army  and  died  one  year  after  his  return  of  con- 
sumption. The  other  sons  who  are  deceased  ai-e 
Joseph  and  Charles.  Mr.  Kingsley,  during hislife, 
was  an  ardent  advocate  of  tlie  Democratic  party. 
Public-spirited  and  lilteral,  he  took  a  deef)  intei'cst 
in  all  that  peitained  to  the  gi-owth  and  welfare  of 
the  county  and  his  inttuenee  is  still  felt  here. 

Mi's.  Kingsley,  wlio,  in  dictating  this  biograpliieal 
sketch  thus  pays  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the 
companion  with  whom  she  lived  so  happily  for  a 
for  a  number  of  yeare,  is  a  lady  of  marked  refine- 
ment and  taste,  Slie  presides  witli  dignity  and 
grace  over  the  beautiful  home  of  which  her  hus- 
band  made    her   mistress.      Her    parents    died  in 


Shiawassee  County.  Slie  is  tlie  mother  of  three 
children — Ezra  A.,  Mildred  M.  and  Willie  E.,  dead. 
Prominent  in  every  measure  that  promises  to  be 
for  the  interest  and  advancement  of  the  commun- 
ity in  which  she  lives,  she  is  looked  up  to  and 
rcsixieted  hy  all  who  know  her. 


ViL;^IRAM  J.  LOVEJOY.  It  is  with  pleasure 
Wjij  that  the  biographer  records  a  life  which 
/t^^  has  been  notable  alike  for  service  both  in 
^g>  peace  and  war.  The  military  record  of  Mr, 
Lovejoy  is  one  of  which  any  patriot  might  feel 
proud,  and  since  the  days  of  peace  have  come  he 
has  proved  himself  equally  worthy  in  the  ordinary 
avocations  of  life.  His  pleasant  home  is  situated 
on  section  3,  Ijocke  Township,  Tngham  County, 
and  he  is  a  Wolverine  by  birth,  having  had  his 
nativity,  August  S,  1844.  His  father,  Hiram 
Lovejoy,  was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  his 
mother,  Sarah  E.  Knowles,  was  boin  in  Nfcw  York. 
William  Lovejoy,  a  half-brother  of  the  father  was 
a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  Hiram  Lovejoy 
eame  to  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  in  1837,  and  some 
years  later  made  his  home  in  Shiawassee  County, 
removing  to  Ingham  County  in  1847,  and  taking 
land  now  occupied  by  his  sons. 

When  this  family  came  here  there  were  but  live 
voters  including  Mr.  Ixivejoy,  Sr.,  in  the  school 
district.  A  log  cabin  furnished  a  shelter  for  tlie 
family  and  here  this  hardworking  pioneer  did 
much  in  clearing  the  land.  He  died  from  a  stroke 
of  lightning,  July  24,  1872,  being  killed  while 
asleep  upon  his  bed.  He  had  been  Kiereaved  of 
his  wife  January  24,  1867.  He  was  a  Rejiublican 
in  Iiis  political  views  and  a  conscientious  member 
of  the  C'hurch  of  the  United  Brethren, 

Om-  subject  was  in  his  third  year  when  lie 
came  to  this  county  from  Shiawassee  County, 
traveling  with  ox-teams,  and  here  he  received  bis 
early  trainbig  and  education.  He  remembei'S  hear- 
ing the  wolves  howl  and  seeing  the  black  bears 
prowl  about  his  early  home.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school education,  which  he  has  abundantly 
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supplemented  by  an  extensive  conrse  of  reading. 
He  enlisted  August  7,  1862,  in  Company  A,  Twen- 
tieth Regiment,  Midtigan  Infantry,  and  toolc  |«irt 
in  the  battles  of  Fi-edericksbmg,  Mputtsylvania, 
the  Wilderness,  Nye  River  and  akirmislies  of  niinoi- 
iraportaneo.  He  served  for  over  three  yeare  doing 
duty  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  received  liis 
honorable  discbaige.  May  28,  1865,  but  remained 
in  "Washington  to  take  part  in  the  (Irand  Review 
and  was  present  at  the  funeral  pageant  of  the  be- 
loved martyred  Pi'esident, 

After  the  war  Mr.  i^ovejoy  returned  to  Ingham 
County,  and  bought  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  He  was  married  March  14, 18651,  to  Helen 
M.  Houghton,  daughter  of  Horace  Houghton,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. 
ITiis  couple  had  one  tianghter,  Cora  Isabel,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  teaching  music.  His  eighty  acres 
of  finely  cultivated  land  have  been  gained  by  his 
efforts,  aided  only  by  the  co-oi)eration  of  his 
worthy  helpmate.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
]jolitical  views  and  has  served  many  years  as  .Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  ile  is  identified  with  the  Tnde- 
{>endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Perry,  Michi- 
gan, and  is  highly  vespcctud  in  that  order. 


=l-EK^S--=£'^'0g4= 


*,*?  N.  CLAHK.  Th..  ciwiicr  of  the  luo^^t  ,■!,■- 
I  (^  gant  home  in  the  bwmliful  little  town 
^■-^,  of  Brighton  I'l  he  wliose  name  is  at  the 
bead  of  this  sketch.  Ihe  gieatei  i»ftrt  of  his  life 
has  been  spent  in  the  (.ailing  of  agricnltni-e,  fi-om 
the  active  pui-suit  of  whicli,  however,  he  is  now 
letired,  being  determmed  to  enjov  what  of  life  is 
liefore  him.  The  gi-eater  portion  of  the  time  that 
he  devotes  to  busint^  is  spent  in  the  |)Iaci»g  of 
investments.  Our  subject  was  born  in  this  State, 
in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  wliieli  is  now  best 
known  as  having  so  high  a  standing  as  an  ednca^ 
tional  center.  His  natal  day  was  May  9,  1827. 
His  father  was  -Tason  Clark,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, although  he  removed  to  New  York  when 
a    young    man.     There   he   married   Miss  Polly 


Britton,  and  pursued  the  calling  of  far-ming  in 
that  State  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1823,  before 
Michigan  had  been  admitted  as  a  State,  he  emi- 
grateil  hitlier,  coming  by  way  of  Lake  Erie  to 
ItetTOit,  nud  settled  upon  land  which  is  now 
located  near  the  city  of  Ann  jVrbor.  At  that  time 
there  were  not  nioi'o  tlian  half  a  dozen  houses  in 
the  locality.  lie  there"  piu'chased  land  of  the 
(Jovernment,  and  Itent  his  efforts  to  clearing  and 
improving    tlie    same,  making    of    it    a  bt^autiful 

At  tliat  time  tlic  counlrv  was  very  new,  the  In- 
dians not  yet  having    been    convinced    that  they 
had  not  ft  legal  and  moral  right  there.    Wild  game 
of   all -kinds   was   plentiful,  and   the   larder  was 
often   stocked   with    the  choicest   venison,   wild 
turkey,  l>ear  meat,  and  other  meat  viands,  while 
cora  and  wheat  wem  easily  raised  in  the  virgin  soil 
that  needed  only  to  be  turned  over  with  the  plow 
after  being  cleared,  and  the  seed  thtirein  dropped. 
'ITie  Indians  on  their  way  to   Detroit    to   receive 
i   tbeir  rations  and  presents  were  the  most  frequent 
I    passers-by  at  the  Clark  home,   and    firm   was    the 
'   presiding  genius  tliere,  or  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  family  would  themselves  have  had  enough  to 
eat  and  wear,  sucli  inveterate  beggai's  did  they 
find  their  red-skinned  visitoi'S  to  be.    ITie  father 
subsequentlj-  removed  to  Scio  Township,  in  "Wash- 
tenaw   County,   and    later   came    to    (ireen   Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  took  up 
(iovernmeiit  land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
and  thus  engaged  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  tmssing  awa_v  from  this  world  at  the  age  of 
[   seventy-four  years,   in    1865.    He  served  during 
'    the  "^Var  of  1812.     Ile  was  much  interested  in  the 
progress  of  chureh  work  as   accomplished    by  the 
.    Presbyterian  denomination,  in  which  body  he  was 
an  Klder,  and  had    been   so   connected  for  many 
years  prior  to  his  decease.     Our  sidiject's  mother, 
although  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  reared  in  New 
;    York  State,  where  she  received  her  education.  She 
i    was    of    French    descent,  and  gifted  with  all  the 
charms  and  graces  of  manner  and  mind  of  her  an- 
cestoi-s.     She  was  almost  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Chureh.     She  died  in  1856,  leaving 
eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  living,  two 
sons  and  two  danghtera. 
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Our  subject  was  bom  in  the  log  Louse  liuilt  by 
his  father,  on  the  present  site  of  Ann  Arbor  He 
enjoyed  only  limited  educationil  ad^intages  foi 
at  that  time  there  we le  liit  few  scliool"  and  but 
little  time  to  spare  foi  eten  an  icr|ui»itKn  of  a 
knowledge  of  tlie  tliiee  B  s  and  of  the  Jiule  of 
Three.  He  only  attended  school  in  the  little  log 
scliool  house,  that  was  quite  a  distance  fiom  his 
home,  about  one  term  liut  being  an  assimilative 
nature,  the  early  deficiency  was  laigelv  mido  up 
for  by  later  study  and  leading  He  assisted  his 
father  in  clearing  and  inipioTing  the  land  liis  ax 
ringing  out  during  the  wintei  seison  fiom  diwn 
until  time  to  take  care  of  the  ftto<k  Crieat  heaps 
of  branches  and  logs  weie  conveited  into  potash 
that  enriched  and  fertilized  the  land  fertile  as  it 
already  was.  He  continued  under  the  paiental 
roof  until  twenty-one  >ear^  of  ige  it  nhieli  time 
lie  began  fanning  the  old  homestead  on  shaie 
and  in  a  few  yeare  he  wis  euililed  to  piuclia.se  tlie 
place,  which  was  located  on  section  )  of  tuetn 
Oak  Township. 

Our  subject  began  thieohtiig  whui  he  wis  jnlj 
seventeen  yeai's  old,  and  made  that  hift  business, 
daring  the  season,  for  about  twenty  fi\e  3  ears 
During  this  time  he  invented  a  straw-c  uuei  to  lie 
used  on  the  old-fashioned  wheat  t!ues}ici  riiiswas 
called  a  thi-ee-section  stackei  L  iKin  this  he  ob- 
tained a  patent,  and  lalei  he  mvenbd  and  had 
patented  another  stacker  for  use  on  the  vibrator 
threslier.  In  the  spring  of  1873  Mr.  Chirk  retired 
from  active  farming  and  removed  to  Brighton, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  In  the  fall  of  1872 
he  disposed  of  his  farm,  and  has  since  iiitierested 
himself  in  money  lending. 

In  November,  1853,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
was  married  to  Miss  Mai'ia  Gouclier,  who  was  bom 
in    Byron,  Genesee    County,  N.  Y,,  in  1835.     She 
was  a  daugliter  of  Austin  (Soucher,   also    of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day  and 
engaged  in  farming,  which   he    pni-sued    until  the 
end  of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  about  1875.    j 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  liave  had  no  children  of  their  ] 
own,   but   have    raised    two,   Kmma    and    Fmnk   ; 
Goucher,  the  former  now    deceased.     They  have   ' 
also  given  a  parent's  care  and  affection  to  a  young   j 
girl,  Minnie  Hatt,  who,  while  witli  tlieni,  received   j 


an  eiccellent  odvK-:ition.  Our  suiijcct  siiows  his 
progi'essive  principles  by  allying  himself  with  the 
Piohilition  pai-ty,  whose  platform  he  feels  to  em- 
body the  principles  that  must  be  the  issue  of  the 
future  as  much  in  public  life  as  in  domestic  rela- 
tions Both  he  and  his  wife  are  membere  of  the 
1  le  b\tei-ian  Ciiurch,  in  which  body  he  lias  been  a 
Trustee  for  some  time. 

Since  making  his  home  in  Brighton,  he  of  whom 
we  wiite  has  been  somewhat  engaged  in  selling 
agricultural  implements,  but  his  business  is  prin- 
eipiUy  that  of  lending  money.  Most  of  the  win- 
ter arc  spent  by  our  subject  and  his  wife  in  a 
moie  genial  clime  than  that  of  Michigan.  As  the 
cold  weatlier  approaches  they  usually  flit  to  Cali- 
fornia or  Florida,  in  both  of  which  States  they 
have  spent  seve 


^^^ ^ 


PRKDlilCK  P.  SCllltOKDKR.  A  note- 
j  worthy  element  in  our  population  is  tlial 
class  who,  being  tJie  children  of  our  (!er- 
nian  American  citizens  have  shown  tlie  excellent 
tiaining  of  the  Fatherland  in  their  industry  and 
thiift  They  have  helped  to  develop  the  resources 
of  this  country  and  many  of  them  ai-e  prominent 
on  account  of  their  success  in  business.  Among 
these  we  find  the  gentleman  whose  name  appeai-s 
at  the  head  of  this  imi-agi-aiih,  who  came  to  this 
county  with  only  SH  in  his  pocket  and  to-day  is 
one  of  the  leading  Jlnanciers  of  the  county. 

Mr,  Sehroeder,  who  is  now  a  dealer  in  hardware 
and  agricultui-al  implements  at  Howell  was  bom 
in  Berlin,  Canada,  in  1855,  his  immediate  progen- 
itoi-s  being  Henry  and  Johannah  (Weyhi-aucii) 
Schroeder,  both  natives  of  Gei-many,  who  came  to 
Canada  in  1849.  The  father  was  by  ti-ade  a  tin- 
smith and  followed  that  vocation  in  Canada  before 
coming  to  Deti'oit  in  1856.  After  his  wife's  death, 
which  took  place  in  1882,  this  good  man  remained 
at  the  City  of  the  Sti-aits  until  1886,  when  he  came 
to  Howell  where  he  has  since  remained. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
I'hilip  Schroeder,  who  was  by  titide  a  cooper,  and 
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went  to  Canada  and  afterward  lived  at  Detroit  tiut 
eventually  retnrned  to  his  native  land  wliere  he 
died.  The maternaijfiandfnthei, Jacob AVeyhmtich, 
was  a  wagonnsakei'  and  sjient  his  life  in  his  native 
lirovince  of  Saxony,  (iennany.  The  four  ehlldren 
of  Henry  Schi'oeder  are  Mrs.  TeterErtz,  of  I>eti'oit, 
l-'redrick  P.;  Mrs,  Fi-ed  Bloss,  of  Chicago;  and  Al- 
fred A.,  of  Detroit. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  received  liis  education 
mostly  at  Detroit  at  tlie  Uerinan  Lutheran  School 
and  earned  his  firet  wages  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years,  carrying  parcels  for  the  crockery  store  of  R. 
W.  King.  Here  lie  remained  for  a  year  and  a  luilf 
and  then  began  his  a])]irenticeship  to  the  tinner's 
tmde.  After  serving  three  years  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  foui-  and  a  lialf  yeai-s  in  Detroit,  after 
which  he  came  to  Fowlerville  and  worked  there  in 
the  same  cai>acity  for  six  months  for  Cook  &  I^augh- 
Hn,  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  these  gentle- 
men dissolved  iKirtnei-ship  and  our  subject  took 
charge  of  the  establislimont  for  Mr.  J^aughlin  and 
thus  continued  for  six  years.     - 

Mr.  Schroeder  now  went  on  the  road,  traveling 
for  S.  L.  Bignall  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  selling  heavy 
hardware,  and  after  about  one  year  in  tlieir  service 
lie  returned  to  Fowlei-ville  and  bouglit  a  half  in- 
terest with  Mr.  Ijaughlin  in  his  business,  entering 
Iiito  iMHlmership  under  the  firm  name  of  I^ughlsn 
.t  Schroeder.  Foiir  yeai'S  later  Mr.  Schroeder  sold 
out  his  interest  in  this  business  and  coming  to 
Howell  established  a  hardware  store  of  his  own. 
lie  fli-st  opened  across  the  street  fi-om  his  present 
place  of  bxisiness.  He  then  purchased  lote  on  the 
corner  of  Walnut  andtirand  River  Streets,  and  put 
up  the  finest  building  block  in  Howell.  It  is  a 
beautiful  brick  block  with  dimensions  of  23x122 
feet  and  is  two  stories  in  height,  having  an  imple- 
ment room  65x21  feet.  Five  men  beside  himself 
are  needed  to  keep  this  establishment  going. 

Some  live  and  one-lialf  miles  south  of  Howell 
there  is  a  handsome  farm  which  is  owned  and  man- 
aged by  Mr.  Schroeder.  It  is  well  improved  and  a 
credit  to  its  owner.  He  also  has  a  share  in  an 
orange  grove  in  Florida.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  is  still  connected  with  the  ISending 
Works  of  Howell,  and  with  two  others  has  just 
Started  the  Sampson  liasket  and  IJairel  Works  near 


the  Toledo  &  Ann  Arbor  Railroad  track.  His  mar- 
riage, which  tfwk  place  in  1882,  brought  to  his 
home  Miss  Kugcnia  Naylor,  a  daughter  of  Kdwin 
and  l^iiira  Naylor.  His  political  views  are  such  as 
urn  expressed  in  the  declamtions  and  platform  of 
the  Republican  imrty  and  iKith  he  and  his  good 
wife  are  earnest  and  active  niembei-s  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episco|»»l  Chui'ch.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  Masonic  older  and  has  l)een  one  of  ila  members 
for  some  vears. 


*-^^^(@^@i^l^- 


bKONARI)  lUJCK       V   piogi-essive   agi-icul- 
1  turint    in     Howell     lownship    Livingston 
County,  our  sulijett  IS  the  piopiietor    of  a 

tine  farm  on  section  30.  Ittompii'*es  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  acres  of  land  w!  ich  is  t  model  in 
the  way  of  cultivation  and  geneia!  appointments. 
He  has  here  a  l)eautifid  lit  me  and  the  hnest  barns 
and  outbuildings.  Commg  here  m  1858,  he  first 
purcliased  forty  acres  and  I  lult  i  log  house  which 
served  as  the  abiduig-place  for  himself  and  family 
until  lie  had  added  other  lands  to  his  original  pur- 
chase and  was  enabled  by  their  productiveness  to 
erect  his  present  attractive  and  pleasing  residence. 
Mr.  Iluck  is  arepi'csentativeof  the  Teutonic  ele- 
ment in  this  country,  having  been  born  near  the 
Rhine  in  1837.  He  is  ason  of  J^-ank  and  Catherine 
(Kern)  Iluck,  natives  of  Gennany.  The  former 
was  a  miller  by  trade  and  came  to  America  with 
his  family  in  the  hope  of  bettering  their  eii-cum- 
stances  in  1848.  They  first  settled  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  later  came  to  Macon  CoTinty, 
Mich.,  in  1854.  There  the  head  of  the  family  re- 
mained for  one  summer  and  then  removed  his  fam- 
ily and  household  effects  to  Marion  Township,  this 
county.  Ijitcr  again  he  removed  to  Briglitou 
Township.  There  he  engaged  in  fai-ming  for  some 
little  time  and  then  removed  to  Howell  Township 
in  I8.5G.  Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1860. 

Our  subject's  mother  survived  her  hu.^band  by 
several  yeaiw,  passing  away  in  Marion  Township. 
lliey  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  only  four  of 
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Tvhom,  however,  are  now  living.  Tliey 
tine,  Barbara,  Leonard  and  Ssvilla.  Frank  lliivk 
served  as  a  soldier  under  Napoleon  Bouapaitc  fur 
eight  years  during  the  campaigns  in  Russia  aud 
Spain  and  held  tlie  position  of  Lieutenant. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  with  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  fanning  tliaii  any  other 
bi-ancli.  After  coming  to  this  country  lie  attended 
school  in  Brighton  Township,  and  acquired  a 
practical  education  that  has  been  of  great  as- 
sistance to  him  in  his  business  life.  He  remained 
at  home  on  the  old  homestead  until  after  Ids  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  Brighton,  this  eount\ 
.Tamiary  1, 18S8.  His  bride  was  Miss  Mary  Hackei 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Helen  (Ci-ostick)  Ha(,kei 
natives  of  Saxony,  Germany.  They  came  to  Amer 
ica  in  1848  and  settled  at  Brighton  where  the  fa 
thcr  of  the  family  engaged  in  fanning  and  lived 
until  his  decease.  On  her  husband's  deatli  the 
motlier  came  to  live  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Hu(k 
and  was  there  tenderly  cared  for  until  her  deatli, 
which  occurred  in  April,  1885.  They  had  a  family 
of  eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  are  Mrs.  Huck,  John,  Charles  and  Henry. 

Mr,  Huck  is  most  delightfully  situated  in  his 
domestic  life.  His  wife  is  a  modelhousekeeijer  and 
the  comfort  of  her  husband  and  children  are  imra- 
mount  considerations  to  her.  Their  family  includes 
eight  children,  who  are,  William,  Julia,  Maiy, 
Itosa,  Leonard,  Lilly,  Charles  and  Myrtie  M.  The 
eldest  son  is  married,  his  wife  having  been  a  Miss 
liarbara  Jadle.  They  have  one  son,  William,  and 
are  residents  of  Ingham  County.  Julia  is  now 
Mi-s.  William  Mountain  and  is  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Maude,  and  they  reside  in  Sturgis,  Mich.; 
Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Munsell  of  this  county;  Rosa 
married  Eugene  Henry  of  this  place;  Leonard  is 
the  husband  of  Nettie  White  of  Marion  Township; 
Lilly  is  Mrs.  Hatt  and  resides  in  Conway,  Mich., 
she  has  one  son,  Howard;  Charles  and  Myrtie  M. 
still  remain  at  home. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  btien  honored  by  elec- 
tion to  many  important  offices  in  the  township.  He 
has  been  School  Director  for  a  number  of  yeai's. 
Politically  he  is  a  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Republican  party.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was 
drafted  and  served  for  three  months,  but  he  was 


111' VIM-  ill  iiiiv  uii^agemeut,  Johnston  having  surren- 
dered liofui'o  liis  regiment  reached  the  scene  of 
aetion.  The  very  pleasant  home  that  Mr,  Huc^k 
owns  was  built  in  1880  at  a  cost  of  $1,700  wliich 
did  not  include  his  own  lalior.  He  is  tlie  owner  of 
stmie  very  line  ^t(«■k,  having  graded  and  fiilMiloort 
Sliorl-iHiLii  riittiu. 


-=«*aiJ'*H«-its#>@=^< 


iS_  I-hRi  \  COI'l'H  One  of  the  reprc- 
K)\  stntati\e  men  of  the  township  whose  use- 
/fc^^  fulness  and  devotion  to  the  general  ami 
(f^  public  inteiests  tf  local  Crovenimenta! 
mittere  makes  him  a  moie  imixtitant  fnctor  in  tl\o 
commiinil\  than  an\  financial  position  which  he 
ma\  have  resides  on  section  18  Handj  Township, 
liiingstim  County  wheie  he  is  the  pioprietor  of 
eighty  acres  of  good  land.  He  is  a  native  of  tiiis 
district  being  born  in  1854,  and  a  son  of  Levi  and 
Julia  (White)  Coffey,  natives  of  New  York.  Their 
advent  into  the  State  was  made  while  it  was  stiii 
the  abiding-place  of  tlie  red  man,  the  i)antlier, 
wolf  and  deer,  few  white  men  having  come  here 
prior  to  1825,  at  which  time  Mr.  Coffey,  Sr.,  came 
into  the  teiTitory.  He  was  as  yet  unmarried,  his 
nuptials  being  celebrated  after  settling  in  Handy 
Township. 

Our  subject's  father  fti-st  settled  in  Marion 
Township,  this  county,  and  later  removed  to 
Washtenaw  County,  finally  coming  to  IIand.\' 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  farming,  acquiring  here  five  hundi-ed  and  eighty- 
seven  acres  of  as  good  land  as  the  country  afforded. 
He  was  an  energetic,  stining  man,  of  fine  business 
capacity  and  made  of  his  place  a  model  farm, 
bearing  fine  buildings  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  took  place  February  24,  1891,  he  was  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  town- 
ship. An  ardent  I>emocmt  in  his  i>olitical  pre- 
ference, he  was  not  ambitious  to  be  the  tool  of  any 
irarty  and  refused  oHlce  of  whatever  nature.  He 
belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  which  was 
doubtless  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  his  early 
pioneer  life.    An  indefatigable  worker  and  a  pi-o- 
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gressive  man  who  kepi  ahreast  of  the  times  in  liis 
calling,  lie  did  miicli  for  tlie  ira|ji'(jveinent  of  the 
locality  and  comity  outside  of  the  heaiitifyiiifj  and 
cultivating  of  liis  own  estate.  He  wa.s  kiibwn  and 
resi»ected  by  all.  His  wife  died  in  1H8I.  Tliev 
left  a  family  of  four  sons,  Frank,  Ut!nr,\'  A.,  h'lvd 
and  Marslial. 

He  of  whom  we  wj'ite  enjoyed  good  educational 
advantages,  (>n  reaching  manhood  he  was  attracted 
by  the  beauty  and  amiability  of  Miss  Ella  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  (Raymond) 
Davis,  natives  of  Michigan,  and  [lersuaded  her  U> 
become  his  wife.  Their  maiTiage  was  solemnized 
November  3,  1877.  Five  children  liave  gathered 
about  tlie  hearth-stone  and  l>oard  and  make  the 
house  merry  with  their  gay  badinage  and  fun. 
They  are  by  name  Etiiel,  Flora,  \'ajice,  Yevn  and 
llowaid. 

Mr.  Coffey  engaged  in  general  farming  which  he 
finds  more  profitable  than  confining  himself  en- 
tirely to  one  specialty,  for  if  one  line  fails  into 
ari-eai-s  it  is  almost  always  made  good  by  another. 
Our  subject  belongs  to  the  I>emoerat  i>arty  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Kniglits  of  the  Alaccubees.  He 
has  been  honored  by  election  to  several  piiliHt* 
offices,  being  now  Justice  of  the  Peace  an<l  bus 
held  the  office  of  Constable  for  some  time,  lie  it; 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  this  towiisjiip 
and  being  young  in  yeai-s  his  friend;^  may  expect 
large  progress  in  the  future. 


^^EOR<.iK  C.  LEMKN.  (.hie  who  hsis  suffered 
f|[  ,— ,  with  the  irritation  of  a  grain  of  dtist,  a 
^^J{  specie  or  a  wandering  hair,  or  any  annoy- 
ance to  the  precious  sense  of  sight,  feeling  what 
"small  things  are  boisterous  there,"  must  appre- 
ciate the  utter  sense  (>f  being  sluit  off  from  the 
world  that  one  entirely  deprived  of  sight  must 
feel,  and  yet,  it  has  frequentlj-  seemed  as  thougli 
tlie  deprivation  of  this  faculty  has  turned  the 
intellect  in  an  introspective  way  that  leads  to  a 
^ree  of  proficiency  in  other  directions. 


All  know  how  skillful  the  blind  ai-e  with  their 
fingera  and  how  keen  the  sense  of  hearing  is,  how 
bright  the  play  of  intellect  which  often  lias  a  phil- 
osophical turn.  Jt  is  a  question  ■  whether  we 
should  ever  have  had  tlie  great  Greek  epic  had 
Homer  not  been  thusaifiicted,or  that  later  exposi- 
tion of  genius  in  which  Milton  wrought  out  his 
wondrous  picture  of  fancy.  Tlie  writer  is  not 
snrc^  tliat  tliere  is  not  a  richer  inner  world  when 
ime's  mind  is  nndistracted  by  the  events  whicli 
strike  the  sense  of  sight. 

Our  subject,  who  is  a  jiatient  and  gentle  sufferer 
from  the  gi'eat  loss  of  the  most  important  sense,  is 
however,  a  farmer  i-esiding  on  section  9,  Hartland 
Township,  Livingston  County.  He  was  bom  in 
Livingston  Coiuitj',  N.  Y.,  at  a  distance  of  only 
throe  miles  from  the  town  of  Dansville,  tliat  is 
so  noted  as  a  sanitary  resort.  His  natal  day  was 
Decemlier  12,  182.5.  His  father  was  (ieorge  W. 
Lemen,  also  a  native  of  New  York  and  born  Oct- 
oher  6.  17«7.  Ho  was  a  captain  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  at 
tlie  close  of  the  war.  He  was  tweuty-one  yeai-s  of 
age  when  he  enlisted  and  in  1836  came  to  Micii- 
igan  and  settled  in  Jjivingston  County  taking  up 
two  liiindrcd  acres  of  Government  land.  In 
.July.  1837,  the  family  came  to  this  State,  and 
the  following  j'car  our  subject's  father  returned  to 
New  York  on  business,  and  while  there  his  decease 
tiK)k  place. 

Our  subject's  jMiternal  gi-audfather  was  William 
Lemen,  His  place  of  nativity  is  not  known  to  his 
grandson,  but  he  was  a  Major  in  tlie  Revolution- 
ary War  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Oiu- 
subject's  mother  was  Margaret  IJoyles,  a  native  of 
the  Empire  Stat«,  but  of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  of 
wliom  we  wiite  is  the  second  son  and  fifth  child  in 
order  of  birth  of  ten  (.hildi'cn.  He  was  twelve 
yeai-s  of  age  when  his  pai-ents  came  to  Michigan, 
Ilisfli-st  school  daj-s  were  jKissed  in  his  native  State, 
and  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  little  log  school  house  in  the  district. 

After  the  death  of  our  subject's  father,  he  of 
whom  we  write  with  his  bi-others  had  charge  of  tlie 
farm  and  the  maintenance  of  the  remainder  of  tlie 
family.  He  remained  with  his  mother  until  twenty 
yeai-s  of  age,  working  out  bv  the  month  and  help- 
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ing  to  clear  the  farm  and  build  a  log  house  19x20 
feet  in  dimensions.  In  1845,  the  young  man  who 
was  ambitious  and  eagei"  to  know  more  of  tlie 
world  which  knowledge  books  would  unfold  to 
him,  returned  to  liis  native  State  in  order  to  attend 
school,  but  here  he  met  with  the  sad  niisfortuiie  of 
losing  his  eyesight,  it  being  caused  by  overwork  in 
the  schoolroom.  In  1845  lie  returned  to  Michigan 
and  was  treated  by  Dr.  Biglo,  but  receiving  no 
benefit  in  184^  he  went  to  Iscw  ^ork  Cit>  and 
entered  the  blind  institute  wheieheiemimed  until 
he  giaduated  in  all  tlie  depaitments  From  there 
he  went  to  the  plate  of  his  buth  Dansville  N  Y., 
iiid  taught  musi6  foi  foui  je«s  from  1854  to 
1858  He  was  gifted  with  a  fine  appieciation 
of  musit  ind  a  gtod  voice  which  bad  been  culti- 
vated to  the  highest  extent  He  also  wis  fatted  l« 
teach  mstiumental  music  and  Iheorj  and  this 
beautiful  lit  his  been  to  him  the  gieatost  comfoil). 
Ml  Lemen  wa«  maiiied  m  1858  to  Misb  \nn 
1"  lizabetli  kerelmei  She  was  liom  m  Steut>en 
County  N  1  Tinuai^  23  1837  and  is  the 
youngest  diughtei  of  eleven  (hildien  liei  jaient* 
being  John  and  Mary  (Driesbaudi)  Kerelinei-,  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  mother  of 
Pennsylvania,  although  both,  as  their  names  woidd 
indicate,  are  of  German  ancestry,  'lliey  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  Dansville,  N,  Y.  The 
father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  lie  i>assed 
away  from  this  woild  at  the  ige  of  siit\  leai-s,  tlie 
mother  at  sixty-seren  yeaia  of  ige 

As  soon  as  marned,  the  oiigmtl  of  oui  sketch 
returned  at  once  to  his  adopted  Stale  ind  ti>eHt 
the  following  winter  m  Tusiola,  wlieie  he  wls  en- 
gaged in  teaching  music,  giving  lessons  in  voice 
culture  and  in  instrumental  music.  In  .lune,  1859, 
he  returned  to  New  York,  leaving  liis  wife  at  bis 
home  in  Michigan,  but  the  following  June  he 
came  after  iicr  and  in  1862  he  pureliased  t!ie  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  It  comprises  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  well-improved  land.  Mr.  Lemen 
gave  u])  teaching  about  eight  yeai's  ago  and  now 
gives  his  undivided  attention  to  the  business  of 
farming.  He  goes  all  over  the  place  without  assist- 
ance, and  cares  for  the  slightest  minutia  of  the 
various  branches  of  farm  work.  Mi-,  and  Mi-s. 
Lemen  fire  the  parents  of  two  children,  a  son  and 


a  daughter.  Gordon  11.,  who  was  born  April  17, 
1862,  married  Gertrude  Clark  in  1889.  Tliey  have 
one  daughter,  I'ena.  Our  subject's  daughter,  Min 
nie  L.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Cole,  who  is  a  resident 
in  Vernon  Township,  Shiawassee  County,  this 
State,  They  have  one  little  daughter  whose  name 
is  Crystal  J. 

He  of  whom  ,we  write  is  a  Democrat  in  his  poli- 
tical preference.  He  is  well  read  in  politics  and 
does  not  follow  the  lead  of  any  other  pei-son  how- 
ever honorable  tliek  position,  but  judges,  weighs 
and  balances  for  himself.  He,  with  his  wife,  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  has 
been  leader  of  the  choir  for  the  Methodist  episco- 
pal aiid  Congregational  Churclies  for  thirty  years, 
furnishing  all  the  music,  not  only  at  the  regnlai' 
services  but  on  special  occasions.  Endowed  ori- 
ginally witli  a  strong  will  and  purpose,  and  a 
bright  mentality,  under  the  chastening  influence  of 
hie  trouble  our  subject  has  develot>ed  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  sides  of  iiis  nature.  He  is  a  strong 
man  in  every  way,  yet  a  gentleman  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  woman. 


<iy^JlM(yVnY  smith.  Prominent  in  the  social, 
l((^^  business  and  church  cireles  of  Howell  Town- 

Vl/'  ship,  IS  the  family  of  Mr.  Timothy  Smith 
whose  attractive  home  and  beautiful  fai-m  is  to  be 
found  on  section  11,  Howell  Townsliip,  Livingston 
County.  Here  he  has  an  estate  of  some  one  hun- 
dred acres  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  exceedingly  productive. 

This  gentleman  has  the  pleasure  of  still  residing 
in  his  native  township,  as  lie  was  born  here  June  1 7, 
1848.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia  (Tbomi»son) 
Hmitli,  were  natives  of  England  and  tlie  State  of 
New  York  respectively.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  1831  and  married  in  Howell  Township 
to  whicli  he  bad  come  ten  years  after  reaching  this 
country.  He  had  purchased  pi-operty  here  before 
coming  to  the  State,  and  now  moved  on  to  his 
beautiful  tract  of  eighty  acres,     This  land  which  ia 
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where  our  subject  now  lives  was  tlien  a  perfect 
wilderness,  and  tlie  brave  |>ioneer,  who  before  com- 
ing to  this  country  had  known  nothing  of  siicli  a 
life,  buckled  down  to  tlie  work  at  once  aaid  soon 
had  a  beautifid  farm  cleared  and  improved. 

To  his  original  eiglity  acres,  Henry  Smith  ndded 
by  i>urcliase  from  time  to  time,  so  that  lie  linallj' 
had  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres. 
He  died  in  April,  1891,  at  the  .ige  of  seventy-four 
yeai-9,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Timothy, 
Eobert  R.,  Mary  and  Sarah.  Robert  R.  is  now 
married  to  Miss  Mandana  I.  Hill,  daughter  of  Enos 
W".  and  Harriet  L.  (Carpenter)  Hill,  both  natives  of 
New  York.  This  union  took  place  in  1871  and  they 
have  one  child,  Blanch  A.,  who  is  still  living.  Mary 
isnow  Mrs,  Goss  of  Portland,  Mich.,  and  Sarah  mar- 
ried Mr.  Bucknell  of  Howell  Township.  Henry 
.Smith  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  pel-severance 
and  liad  a  broad  a^xjuaintance  throughout  the 
county.  His  integrity  was  undoubted  and  he  was 
true  in  every  relation  as  a  man  and  a  neighbor 
and  became  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  How- 
I'il  Township.  He  was  an  earnest  Repiiblican  in 
liis  political  views  as  ai'C  also  his  sons,  and  both  he 
:nid  his  wife  were  devoted  members  of  the  Ciiurch 
uf  the  United  Brethren. 

Upon  the  home  f  ann  Timotiiy  Kmitli  received  llie 
ordinary  training  which  is  gi-onted  to  a  farmer's 
boy  .ind  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  >'or 
twenty  years  he  has  Jiad charge  of  the  iiomestead  and 
lie  is  the  only  native  born  citizen  who  1ms  ever 
held  the  office  of  Supei'visor  of  Howell  Township. 
Besides  filling  that  ortice  he  has  also  otHciated  as 
Highway  Commissioner  and  Township  Treasurer. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Blair  of  Ijipeer,  the  daiightei-  of 
Mr.  John  AV.  Blaii-  teoame  tiie  wife  of  our  subject 
in  1875  and  to  them  has  been  granted  one  lovely 
daughter,  Jessie  E.,  who  is  still  enjoying  the  advan- 
tages of  scliool  at  Portland,  This  family  takes  an 
active  interest  in  all  matt^re  that  pertain  to  the 
best  welfare  of  tlie  township  and  county  and  are 
never  backward  in  lending  a  hand  to  any  enterprise 
which  will  promote  the  temporal  education  or 
spiritual  prosi>erity  of  their  neighbors.  They  are 
earnest  and  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  ChurcJi  and  are  much  relied  upon  for 
active  service.    The  doctrines  of  the  Republican 


party  are  those  which  seem  to  Mr.  Smith  to  be  the 
liest  adrt|ited  to  securing  the  prosperity  of  our 
country  and  justice  to  the  whole  human  race.  He 
therefore  endorses  them  most  earnestly  and  votes 
for  their  maintenance.  He  keepsgradedshecpand 
breeds  the  Pereheron  and  Hambletoniau  horses. 
Wlien  the  census  of  1890  was  taken  Mr.  Smith  was 
the  enumerator  of  Howell  Township. 


'W'"^  I'YSSES  I).  WAKD.  It  is  of  thrilling  in- 
fl{  I  tevest  to  one  whose  heart  is  loyal  to  our 
^i^  couuti-y's  honor  to  hear  an  old  soldier  re- 
count the  scenes  of  contticts,  the  wearisome  marehes 
and  tlie  exciting  episodes  of  tiie  Civil  War,  and  it 
is  also  an  education  for  we  learn  of  such  an  one, 
not  only  history  and  geography  but  also  the  higher 
lessons  of  [Mitriotism,endui-ance,  self  denial  and  de- 
votion to  duty.  The  years  are  passing  rapidly  and 
before  many  decades  have  passed  over  our  heads 
tlie  active  part ici [win ts  in  those  stirring  scenes  will 
have  gone  to  their  long  home  and  it  behooves  us 
to  gain  from  tliem  what  we  can  wliile  they  are  with 
us.  Among  those  who  can  thus  intei'est  and  in- 
struct is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  paragraph  and  who  is  still  one  of  the 
active  business  men  of  Jjinsing. 

This  gentleman  was  Ivorn  in  the  township  of 
Cato,  Cayuga  Countj-,  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1828,  his 
pai-ents  being  I>avid  and  Saiiili  (BlackmaiT)  Ward. 
The  grandfather,  Joseph  lilackmarr,  took  up  six 
hundred  acres  of  laud  on  a  soldier's  claim  in  an 
adjoining  township.  David  Ward  grew  to  maturity 
and  spent  his  days  in  his  native  home,  wliere  he 
was  not  only  a  farm  owner  bnt  also  a  school  teacher 
and  school  inspector. 

It  is  half  a  century  since,  at  the  age  of  thii'teen, 
Ulysses  Ward  came  witJi  his  sister  to  Howell,  Mich, 
lie  helped  to  break  up  the  land  whei-eon  Howell 
now  stands  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Rosalie  Tliomiison, 
gave  the  land  for  the  county  seat,  to  whicli  deed 
of  sale  our  snbject  was  called  as  a  legal  witness. 

In  1842  he  had  a  cousin  come  from  New  York 
to  hunt  and  trap  and  Ulysses  took  him  west  over- 


,  Google 


768 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


land  to  Cedar  River  where  Fowlerville  now  stands, 
and  they  came  down  wiUi  their  boat  to  the  junction 
of  the  Cedar  and  tlie  Grand  Rivers,  and  putting 
<ip  a  shanty  staid  tiei-e  all  winter  on  n  plaee  tliat 
is  now  witliin  tiie  city  limits  of  Ijinsing,  They 
did  not  see  a  white  person  all  winter  and  as  far  as 
is  known  they  ai-e  the  lirst  white  men  wlio  lived 
for  any  length  of  time  where  Lansing  now  stands. 
The  name  of  this  cousin  is  Kdwin  Lamphere.  In 
the  spring  the  young  men  went  down  the  river  to 
Portland  and  were  pleased  to  come  again  within 
the  limits  of  civilization,  and  to  find  their  bearings 
as  they  had  lost  track  of  the  day  of  the  week  and 
the  day  of  the  month. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  lived  in  Howell 
until  1846,  when  his  father  died,  leaving  the  mother 
withafamily  totakecareof,  and  as  Ulysses  was  one 
of  the  oldest  of  her  Hock  lie  dutifully  returned  to 
New  York  and  went  to  work  on  the  farai  to  hel]) 
support  the  children.  During  the  next  year  1h 
went  over  the  Allegany  Moitnlalns  and  was  thert^ 
employed  in  getting  out  timber.  He  was  there  for 
some  two  years  and  then  went  to  farming  for  the 
father  of  the  young  lady  whom  he  afterward  made 
his  wife.  He  worked  there  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lanra  Jeannette  Town. 

The  young  conple  lived  on  the  same  farm  until 
1856,  wlien  Mr.  Ward  sold  tiiat  proi>erty  and  canu; 
to  Lansing  to  engage  in  the  butcher  business,  but 
wlien  the  war  broke  out  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  Second  United  States  Sharpshooters  and  in  No- 
vember, 1861,  he  was  sent  witli  liis  regiment  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  His  experiences 
were  bi-oad  and  varied  as  lie  took  part  in  seventy- 
two  engajifements,  which  included  all  of  the  most 
prominent  battles  of  the  war,  such  as  Gettysburg, 
the  Wilderness,  Antietam  and  Spottsylvania,  and 
lie  was  also  present  at  Ijee's  siirrender  and  saw  the 
white  ttag  come  in.  He  was  on  detached  service 
all  of  the  time  with  the  wagon  train,  having  charge 
of  the  quai'termaster's  department,  and  when  his 
first  term  of  service  expired  he  became  a  veteran. 
He  was  finally  mustered  out  of  service  at  Detroit 
July  17,  1865.  Mr.  Ward  returned  to  Lansing 
sick  and  was' unable  to  labor  for  two  years.  He 
then  entere*^  into  business  as  a  contractor  making 


a  specialty  of  moving  buildings,  and  has  been  able 
to  oversee  his  men  most  of  tin;  time  since,  but  was 
not  able  to  do  any  hard  labor  himself.  He  also 
moved  and  straightened  many  smoke  stacks  and 
has  unusual  skill  in  this  kind  of  work.  He  takes 
lieavy  contiwsts  for  die  Lansing  Iron  Works  in 
various  parts  of  the  State,  and  also  engages  in 
pressing  and  shipping  liay  and  straw. 

The  pleasant  home  which  is  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Ward's  family  at  No.  301  Claypool  Street,  was 
built  by  him  in  1885  and  it  is  situated  upon  land 
which  he  himself  cleared  from  the  original  timber. 
He  and  his  faithful  wife  have  had  thesoiTOw  whicli 
parents  feel  when  they  lay  away  dear  cliildi-en  in 
the  grave.  One  son  and  one  daughter  have  been 
thus  taken  from  them  and  five  remain  to  be  the 
cheer  and  joy  of  their  jmrents.  They  are  as  follows: 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Kenneth  Williams,  and 
now  lives  in  Shasta  County,  Cal,;  Lida,  who  is  the 
wife  of  George  Brandel,  of  Gratiot  County,  Mich.; 
.Jeannette,  who  is  tlie  faithful  home-keeper;  Jessie, 
who  is  in  the  ba]ik  at  South  Haven,  and  Edna,  who 
is  teaching.  Mr.  Ward  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
<4rand  Army  of  the  liepublic  and  has  been  twice 
elected  to  the  positions  of  Alderman  and  Supervisor 
of  his  ward. 


SRAEL  W.  ELLSnOlilll  The  citizens  of 
Michigan  who  have  come  from  our  neighbor- 
ing country  of  Canada  have  almost  invariably 
brought  with  them  such  traits  and  habits  of  life  as 
have  i-endered  them  of  value  in  their  new  home. 
Their  industry  and  frugality  and  their  rugged 
perseverance  have  helped  them  to  achieve  such  a 
degi'ce  of  success  as  enhances  the  prosjjerity  of 
their  neighbor.  Such  an  one  we  find  in  the 
man  before  us. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  21,  1839,  in  the 
town  of  Bastard,  County  of  Leeds,  Canada,  and 
his  parents  Israel  and  Elizabeth  (Butler)  Ellsworth 
ai-e  also  Canadians,  but  of  Vermont  descent,  as  the 
grandfather  Benjamin  Ellsworth  was  born  in  tlie 
Green   Mountain   State,  and  when   a  young  man 
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went  to  Canada,  where  lie  hixiuglit  up  a  family  of 
four  sons.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
being  a  Mi's.  Biillavd.  He  moved  to  New  Yoi'k 
(itKiiit  1830,  and  with  the  Mormons  removed  Hrst 
to  Illinois  and  tlience  to  Salt  Lake  City  where  he 
died. 

Israel  Ellsworth  (the  elder)  moved  to  New  York 
alKtut  the  year  ISS.'i,  and  afterward  returned  to 
Canada.  In  the  spniig  of  1845  lie  came  to  Mich- 
iiraii  and  made  his  liome  in  Redford,  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, and  afterwards  in  Novi.  In  1847  lie  came  to 
Colioetali,  where  he  pnrchased  and  improved  a 
fann,  and  here  he  and  liis  good  wife  died  in  the 
home  of  his  son,  onr  subject.  His  death  occiired 
in  1865,  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1880,  when  she 
had  reached  the  age  of  four-score  years.  Seven  of 
their  ten  children  grew  to  maturity  and  bore  the 
following  names  Amy,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Adeline, 
Maria,  Israel  and  Thiii-sey.  The  father  was  an 
earnest  Christian  and  brought  up  his  family  in  tlie 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Clmreh. 

Farm  training  was  given  to  young  Hlswortli  in 
his  boyhood,  and  a  district  school  edncation  was 
all  the  schooling  which  he  received.  Since  lie  was 
eight  yeai's  old  he  has  eanied  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  he  paid  for  his  own  schooling  and 
hooks  by  working  out  by  tiie  day  and  month? 
until  he  reached  the  «ge  of  twenty-seven  years. 
When  a  boy  he  worked  for  some  time  for  a  shilling 
a  day  and  helped  to  eain  the  money  to  buy  a  yoke 
of  steci-s,  which  were  tmded  for  forty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  where  lie  now  resides.  His  home  fai-m 
now  comprises  eighty  acres  and  it  is  in  a  fine  state 
of  improvement  and  cultivation. 

Upon  the  22d  day  of  October,  1861,  the  young 
man  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Tenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, but  wliile  encamped  at  Flint  he  was  attack- 
ed with  the  measles  and  on  account  of  disability 
received  hii  honorable  discharge,  March  12,  1862. 
His  happy  imion  with  Olie  A.  Washburn  took 
l)lace  July  2,  1866.  Mi-s.  EUswortJi  is  a  daughter 
of  lleiijaniin  and  Nancy  (Acethorp)  Washburn, 
who  are  natives  of  Maine  and  Canada  respectively. 
They  came  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  in  1840. 

Tlie  throe  children  of  our  subject  are  Benjamin 
I.,  Lyman  E.  and  Mary  E.  Mrs.  Ellsworth  is  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch. 


The  ^Vashbimi  family  is  of  English  lineage  and 
Robert  Acethorp  also  came  from  England  and  was 
a  fanner  who  lived  in  Canada.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  .John  Bntler,  a 
Itevolutionary  soldier  fi-om  Connecticut,  who  was 
a  cooi>er  by  trade  and  moved  to  Canada  where  he 
died.  Mr.  Ellsworth  is  greatly  interested  in  the 
education  of  his  children  and  is  giving  to  them  all 
the  best  advantages  which  he  is  able  to  command. 


ft,  ISS  .T.  ADELINE  BlUI).  Women  fai-mere 
Al  are  now  no  longer  a  rarity  in  our  country 
Hi  and  although  they  are  not  as  plentiful 
in  the  older  settled  regions  as  they  are  in 
tlie  Western  country,  yet  many  of  them  have 
pi-oved  their  etUciency  and  their  ability  to  manage 
a  large  farm  and  to  build  np  a  business  which  is 
both  i)lea8ant  and  piofltable  to  the  proprietor. 
This  lady  of  whom  we  now  write,  whose  excellent 
fanu  of  two  hundred  aci-es  fell  to  her  upon  the 
death  of  her  father,  resides  mKin  section  14,  of 
Brighton  Township,  Livingston  County,  u[>on  tlie 
very  farm  where  she  was  bom. 

The  father  of  Miss  Bird  was  a  pioneer  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  coming  bithei-  in  1834,  and  leav- 
ing behind  him  at  his  death  the  memory  of  a  goo<l 
and  faithful  life,  which  is  truly  revered  by  all  who 
ever  knew  him.  His  daughter  canies  on  tlie  farm 
and  manages  affairs  very  satisfactorily,  and  she 
lias  with  her  as  a  comitanion  her  widowed  sistei', 
Mi-8.  Catharine  Fonda.  Tlie  home  is  a  delightful 
one,  as  the  house  is  situated  amidst  beautiful 
shade  trees,  which  ai-e  relics  of  the  primeval  for- 
est, and  the  ladies  devote  much  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  flowers  which  adorn  the  lawn. 

Tlie  parents  of  our  subject  were  Melzar  and 
Ijora  A.  (Wentworth)  Bird,  both  bom  in  the 
township  of  Wisner,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  The 
father,  whose  natal  year  was  1805,  removed  to 
New  York  at  the  age  of  nine  yeare  and  lived  in 
Ontario  County  until  1833.  Upon  coming  to 
Michigan  he  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  on  se<ition    14,  Brighton  Township, 
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when  this  country  was  a  wilderness  and  no  roads 
and  no  convenieoces  existed.  It  was  in  1834 
when  ho  brought  his  family  to  the  log  house  which 
he  had  built  for  tliem,  removing  tliem  from  Detroit 
to  this  point  with  ox-team,  making  of  it  a  fonr 
days'  trip.  The  country  was  full  of  wild  game  in 
those  days,  but  Mi".  Bird  was  no  liuntsman  and  did 
not  care  for  the  pleasiu-es  of  the  chase.  He  lived 
lo  clear  and  innirove  his  farm,  and  erected  ttie  first 
barn  tliat  was  put  up  in  the  township.  As  he  was 
so  early  a  pioneer  he  took  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  township  and  made  many  a  ti-ip  to  Ann 
Arbor  in  tJie  interests  of  both  himself  and  his 
neighbors,  as  there  was  no  opl>ortunity  of  purciias- 
ing  anything  short  of  that  thriving  village.  He 
jmssed  from  earth  March  SI,  1836. 

In  early  life  Melzar  Bird  learned  tlie  trade  of  a 
eooper,  but  after  coining  to  Michigan  he  worlted  at 
tlie  carpenter's  trade,  and  erected  one  Imudred  and 
tlii-ee  buildings  in  this  township  and  vicinity.  For 
the  first  ten  years  every  coffin  which  was  needed 
within  a  i-adiiig  of  ten  miles  was  made  by  him.  He 
took  iKiards  from  iiis  bam  wherewith  to  make  tlie 
first  coflin  at  tlie  time  of  the  first  deatli  in  the 
township. 

Before  coming  West  Mr.  Bird  was  united  in 
maniage  at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  withLora  A.  Wentwortli, 
their  wedding  day  being  October  26,  1829.  She 
was  the  mother  of  the  following  children  and 
Ijaaeed  from  earth  April  23,  1869.  Her  children 
are:  Frances  A.,  wife  of  John  Stevenson,  of  New 
Hudson;  Cattiarine,  widow  of  John  Fonda;  Julia 
Adeline;  Gilbert,  Oliver,  Margaret,  and  Harriet, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Sineetheyear  1826  Mr. 
Bird  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  throughout  all  those  years  the  gi-aces 
of  his  Christian  character  and  the  value  of  his  in- 
tegrity and  uprightness  made  him  more  and  more 
valued  by  his  neighbor  and  friends.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views  and  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  future  of  the  party. 

The  offices  of  the  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  tiie 
Peace  as  well  as  many  minor  offices,  were  at  diff- 
erent times  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bird  and 
his  duties  executed  with  vigor  and  discretion. 
For  six  years  he  was  Postmaster  at  Pleasant  Val- 
ley Postoffice,  and  his  faithfulness  and  intelligence 


caused  him  to  stand  very  higli  in  the  community. 
His  original  purehase  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  to  which  be  afterward  added  eighty  moi-e 
and  this  is  the  property  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
Miss  Bird. 

She  of  whom  we  write  received  her  elementary 
education  in  the  district  scliool  and  has  pleasant- 
memories  of  the  log  school-house  where  her  fli-st 
studying  was  done.  iShe  afterward  supplemented 
the  culture  thei-e  received  by  a  course  at  the  Ktate 
Normal  Sciiool,  but  has  ever  made  her  home  upon 
the  farm  wliich  is  now  iiere.  Her  fatlier  nevci' 
sued  another  man  nor  was  sued  by  anyone  durinff 
his  life-time  and  lie  Was  an  exemplary  man  in 
every  sense  of  the  woi'd. 


I^ANIFL  WRIGHT.  The  owner  of  a  farm 
J  )})  1"*^'*^*'  *^'*  section  2,  lias  a  family  record 
1^^^  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud.  He  is  a 
son  of  Walter  Wright,  a  native  of  New 
York  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  whose  call- 
ing in  life  was  that  of  a  farmer.  Our  subject's 
gi-andsire  was  also  Walter  Wright,  who  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  being  in  the 
Commissary  Department.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
three  times  and  was  once  conflned  on  boai'd  a  prison 
sliip  in  New  York  Harbor.  He  had  large  sums  of 
Continental  money,  thus  pi-oving  his  faith  in  the 
Repnblio.  He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety  years, 
highly  respected  and  honored  both  in  and  out  of 
iiis  family.  The  first  members  of  the  Wright  fam- 
ily, which  IS  of  English  origin,  to  appear  in  Amer- 
ica were  three  brothei*.  They  settled  in  Rensselaer, 
N.  Y.  Our  subject's  gi-andfatlier  married  a  Higli 
Dutcli  woman.  The  maternal  parent  of  the  orig- 
inal of  our  sketeh  was  Hattie  (Hubbard)  Wright, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.  Her  father  was  Daniel 
Hubbard,  a  smal  manufacturer  located  in  Poni- 
pey  Township,  Onondaga  County,N.  Y.,  on  a  small 
farm  where  both  he  and  his  wife  ended  their  days. 
Our  subject's  parents  were  mai'riedin  New  York 
State,  made  their  liome  in  Manlius  Township, 
Onondaga  County  and  there  remained  for  forty 
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yeare,  during  wliicli  it  was  weil  clearod  and  im- 
proved. In  1851  he  with  his  family  removed  to 
Micliigan  and  settled  upon  the  farm  where  they 
now  reside.  It  was  at  that  time  wild  land  and  this 
part  of  the  township  was  very  spai-sely  settled. 
Their  first  home  was  very  diminutive  and  was  in 
the  midst  of  tliickly-timbered  land  but  its  owner 
was  snccessfnl  and  eonsiderod  a  man  of  means.  He 
here  operated  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  it  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
August  11,  186(>.     The  wife  died  in  1870. 

'Hie  original  of  our  sketcli  is  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  living,  the  eldest  be- 
ing at  this  time  (1891)  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
the  j'onngest  aged  fifty  years.  They  find  none 
of  the  old  setllera  now  snrvEviug  who  were  here  at 
the  time  of  their  parent's  advent  into  the  State. 
Daniel  Wright  is  the  eighth  child  in  order  of  bii-th 
his  natal  day  being  August  12.  1831,  and  his  place 
of  nativity  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y,  When  his 
parents  came  West  he  was  twenty  yeai-s  of  age. 
Before  reaching  manhood  he  had  received  the  dis- 
tiict school  advantages  and  after  coming  to  Michi- 
gan was  an  attendant  at  the  log  sohoolhouse  in  his 
district. 

Ho  of  whom  we  write  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age  when  he  began  the  work  of  earning  his  way 
'  or  himself;  he  has  always  been  a  farmer,  his  father 
having  presented  him  with  his  flrsi;  possessions  in 
the  way  of  I'eal  estate.  In  1857  Mr.  Wright  joined 
his  fate  with  tliat  of  Miss  Jane  Messenger,  a  daugh- 
ter of  WajTen  and  -Tane  (Koble)  Messenger,  both 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Michigan 
at  a  very  early  day  and  settled  in  Oakland  County 
near  Wixon,  where  Mr.  Messenger  died.  His  widow 
and  two  children  came  to  Iosco  Township,  Living- 
ston County  about  1851.  Tiiey  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  an;  living.  Mrs, 
Wright  was  born  November  6,  1838,  in  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  and  received  the  advantages  of  a 
district-school  education. 

Our  subject  and  his  young  bride  hegan  their 
domestic  life  in  an  old  frame  house  said  to  have 
been  the  fli-st  built  in  Unadilla  Township.  There 
they  lived  for  about  four  years,  after  which  they 
removed  to  the  old  homestead  in  order  to  take  care 
of  the    parents,  which   tliej'  did   for   the  remain 


der  of  their  lives,  and  they  liave  since  made  the 
place  their  home.  They  liave  never  been  blessed 
with  cTiildien  but  are  great  favorites  with  old  and 
young,  their  home  being  a  favorite  meeting  plaee 
for  the  people  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Wright  is  the  owner  of  four  Inmdred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  also  owns  a  farm  in 
Osceola  County,  this  State,  which  comprised  two 
two  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  the  plow. 
Upon  the  fann  where  he  resides  there  are  six 
buildings,  a  comfortable  and  attractive  dwelling 
house,  hams,  shed,  corn-house,  etc.  Aside  from 
the  work  that  his  father  did  our  subject  has 
cleared  two  hundred  acres  himself.  He  here  car- 
ries on  gcriei-al  farming  and  has  been  a  breeder 
of  Pereheron  hoi-ses,  raising  some  of  the  finest 
blooded  stock.  Two  years  ago  he  received  $4,000 
for  some  of  that  stock  which  he  had  bred.  At  the 
present  lime  he  lias  thirty  head  of  these  horaes. 

Mr.  Wright  lias  always  Ijeen  very  generous  in  his 
donations  to  chureli  organizations,  thei'e  being  a 
fine,  church  devoted  to  the  Methodist  Protestant 
denomination  upon  his  farm,  he  having  built  it 
before  a  class  had  been  organized  and  from  the 
first  it  has  been  called  Wright's  Chai>el.  Kach  Sun- 
day it  is  supplied  by  some  of  the  clerg;^  or  laity 
from  the  Protestant  Methodist  Association.  It  is 
so  deeded  tliat  it  can  never  be  incumbered  with  a 
mortgage  as  it  always  to  be  known  Wright's  ChajK'l. 
Although  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  chureh  he  is  a 
Trustee  of  the  society  convening  in  the  above- 
mentioned  i>hice  and  both  he  and  his  wife  take  an 
active  part  in  Sunday-school  work. 

Socially,  our  subject,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  also  belongs  to  the  Howell  Command- 
ery  No.  28,  K.  T.  lie  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Farmer's  Alliance  and  has  been  President  of  the 
local  association,  now  i)eing  Lecturer.  A  strong 
Democrat  in  political  preference,  he  is  a  represent- 
ative of  the  best  class  of  that  party  in  his  district. 
For  sixteen  years  lie  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  his  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact 
tliat  he  has  received  the  largest  majority  of  any 
candidate  in  this  township,  lie  has  frequently 
been  a  delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions 
and  was  the  means  of  organising  the  Prohibition 
party  in  this   district.     Mr.  Wright  was  the  first 
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iiif^  trotting  lioi'sea,  but  foniul  tliat  iieavy  draft 
hoi-ses  were  more  profitable.  Therefore  lie  imported 
three  liead  of  Percherons  from  which  he  has  mnde 
handaomely,  Mr,  Wright's  taxes  are  represented 
as  a  third  of  those  in  the  scliool  district.  He  has 
l>eeu  a  memlier  of  the  School  Ikiard  for  yeai-s. 

The  ehiiiTh  in  which  the  community  takes  as 
much  pride  as  does  its  builder  and  which  is  altove 
referred  to  is  a  thing  of  beauty,  being  furnished 
thorouglily,  inside  and  out.  Its  inner  linish  is  of 
antique  oak.  It  has  a  sealing  capacity  of  two  hun- 
dred and  when  it  was  dedicated  it  was  only  neces- 
sary to  raise  ^300  to  discharge  all  indebtedness. 
It  is  a  monument  that  will  redound  greatly  to  llie 
credit  and  lionor  of  Mr.  Writ^ht. 


SIOHl  1     I      \\IIIvlNSON       II  i    ,f 

,  \\(it  IS  thit  no  man  hitth  to  him 
and  thi'i  11  tiut,  in  a  social  ind  Iniai 
neis  iLuw  as  well  ai  in  the  ipiiituil  meaning  whith 
was  first  given  to  it  The  man  who  leadi  a  •n.lt 
engiossed  life  tlimking  onl^  of  liif  inteiests  and 
tonfining;  his  activities  to  selfish  ends  not  onl> 
Clippies  the  communitv  in  which  lie  In  es  but 
Clippies  himself  and  retaids  liis  <  wn  piogteaS) 
1\  hile  he  wlio  enteis  with  vigor  and  acti\it\  into 
those  01  ijanizationi  which  tend  to  the  uplifting  of 
oui  social  and  financial  inteiesls  causes  an  advance 
all  along  the  lino,  botli  is  Ins  Own  aggrandizement  ' 
and  tlie  pi-osperity  of  his  neighbors.  1  oi  this 
reason  men  who  have  thought  deepl>  on  tliesc 
subjects  have  learned  tiiat  organization  is  a  iieccfes- 
ity  of  pi-esent  civilization. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  of  whom  we  write  has  been  pro- 
minent in  church  relations,  in  party  matters  and 
in  the  Agrieidtural  Society,  and  lias  tlius  by  join-  i 
ing  hands  with  othei-s  given  an  impetus  to  the  re-  | 
ligious,  social  and  industrial  movements  of  Marion  J 
Township,  Livingston  County,  wiiei-e  he  resides  on  I 
section  20.  He  is  not  an  American  by  birth,  as  he  f 
first  saw  the  light  February  2fi,  1832,  in  l^incohi-  | 


s: 


^hirc,  Kngland.  His  father,<.ieorgo  Wilkinson,  was 
u  farmer  who  was  born  in  the  same  shire,  October 
3,  1803,  and  although  he  received  but  a  limited 
education,  pursued  a  life  of  usefulness  and  integ- 
rity. 

Mary  Ann  Marshall,  daughter  of  David  Mar- 
shall, became  the  wife  of  George  Wilkinson  in 
1830.  This  lady  was  one  of  seven  children  and 
the  eldest  of  her  parents,  being  bom  August  9, 
1810.  To  her  were  bom  in  her  union  with  George 
Wilkinson  eight  daughters  and  Ave  sons  and  to 
the  eldest  they  gave  the  name  of  George  B. 

The  ordinaiy  educational  advantages  of  an  Eng- 
lish boy  were  given  to  young  George  and  he  then 
took  one  tenn  at  1  jvingston  Seminaiy,  as  his  father 
was  earnestly  desirous  that  his  cliildren  shoulil 
have  better  chances  in  life  than  he  had  been  able 
to  command.  When  sixteen  years  old  the  boy 
Iwgan  to  work  for  himself  and  when  only  eighteen 
he  decided  to  leave  his  ancestral  home  and  conic 
to  America.  Crossing  the  ocean  he  landed  in  New 
York,  where  he  spent  one  year  after  which  he 
detennlned  to  go  farther  West,  and  coming  to 
lalmage  Summit  County,  Ohio,  sijent  two  yeai-s 
there  and  then  come  to  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
in  1853.  Here  he  bought  a  fine  tract  of  laud, 
comprising  eighty  acres  whore  he  now  resides,  to 
which  lie  added  twenty  acres,  which  are  situated 
on  section  21,  and  forty  acies  which  lie  within  the 
bounds  of  section  lb 

Ihc  pioipeiitv  which  attended  the  labors  of  the 
^ouiig  man  made  him  fee!  that  he  had  indecfl 
established  him-ielf  in  his  new  home  and  could  now 
affoid  to  take  to  himself  a  wife  and  the  lesponsi- 
lihties  of  mained  life  He  was  married  in  1863 
to  Keziah  I  letcher  daughtei  of  William  Fletcher 
of  Milford  Township  flakland  County,  this  State. 
She  was  the  third  m  a  famil.\  of  four  children  and 
was  born  September  I,  1842. 

To  this  happy  home  came  five  little  ones  and  tJie 
fond  ijarenfa  had  the  anguish  of  laying  a\vay  in 
the  grave  two  of  this  number,  Flora  May  and 
Frank  F.  liut  three  of  the  number  still  remain  on 
earth,  Carrie  A.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  George  H. 
Myei's,  of  Marion;  Esther  H.  is  the  wife  of  Jsaac 
J.  Sapp,  of  t>waeso;  and  J'rederiek  G.  Mrs.  KezLah 
Wilkinson  was  called  from  earth  .lanuary  4,  1888, 
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and  November  2S,  1889,  our  subject  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  choosing'  as  his  companion 
Kinily  Twilley,  daiigliter  of  Mr.  James  H.  Twilley. 
Mi's.  Wilkinson  is  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist 
Chnrcli  of  Howell.  She  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Sunday-school  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Cliui'ch 
of  Mflrion,  and  takes  iniicli  interest  in  all  chnrch 
]  natters. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  is  a  prominent  member  of  tlic 
Metiiodist  Protestant  Cliureli  in  wliieh  he  has  for  a 
long  while  served  as  Class-Jjcader  and  has  teen  tlie 
Scci-etary  of  the  County  Agricultural  Society. 
Tlie  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  embody 
the  i>olitical  views  of  this  gentleman  and  he  is  a 
favorite  among  the  Democracy  of  both  township 
and  county,  and  has  held  the  olfice  of  County 
t'<n-oner  and  all  of  the  township  offices  witli  the 
I'xception  of  Sn^wrvisor. 

ifLr^ON.  SAMUKL  L.  KJIJiOmiNE,  one  of  the 
^  oldest  residents  of  this  county  who  lias  for 
many  years  been  practicing  law  at  Ijansing, 
le  here  in  early  life  with  his  father,  Jo- 
seph H.  Kilhourne,  and  located  in  Meridian  Town- 
ship, eight  miles  east  of  I^nsing  in  what  was  then 
an  absolute  forest.  Tlie  father  was  bom  in  Canada 
near  the  .St.  Francis  River,  May  8,  1809,  and  re- 
mained there  until  183S.  He  married  Miss  Susan- 
iiali  Hughes,  whose  parents  came  from  Berkshire 
County,  Pa.  Our  subject  was  born  not  far  from 
Toronto,  Canada,  April  15,1839.  Before  thatevent 
Ills  father,  who  was  a  Captain  of  rebel  infantry  in 
tiie  Patriot  War  was  taken  prisoner  and  held  in 
Toronto  until  he  with  five  otliere  escaped,  crossed 
the  St-.  Clair  River  at  Point  Sarnia,  reaching  De- 
troit where  he  obtained  work  as  a  blower  and 
striker  in  a  blacksmith  shop.  He  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  wife's  brother,  another  refugee  who 
had  escaped  with  him.  After  they  had  accumu- 
lated some  means  they  sent  for  their  families,  and 
ffoing  to  Noi-thville,  Wayne  County,  built  a  store 
iinrt  blacksmith  shop. 

In  1 843  Joseph  H.  Kllbounie  removed  to  Ingham 
county  and  bought  a  ti-aet  of  land  which  had  been 
occupied  by  Chief  Okemos  and  three  hundred  Pot- 


tawattomie  Indians.  In  connection  with  his  brother- 
in-law  he  built  a  sawmill  and  a  large  double  log 
house  and  opened  a  store.  They  proceeded  to  clear 
npa  farm  and  remained  in  that  locality  until  1849 
when  on  the  location  of  the  State  capital  at  I^an- 
sing  he  removed  to  that  city  and  took  charge  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Seymour  proiMii-ty,  build- 
ing a  large  sawmill  and  attending  to  its  operation. 
At  the  same  time  he  sold  large  tracts  of  land  and 
l»uiit  the  lii-st  woolen  mills  which  were  erected  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

The  father  of  our  subject  liad  been  a  member  of 
the  IvCgislature  from  this  distrietduring  thesession 
of  1847,  at  which  the  capitol  was  removed  to  I>an- 
sing.  He  was  again  a  member  of  the  Legislative 
body  during  its  flret  session  at  Lansing  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  spring  of  1851  when  he 
sold  out  his  city  projiertyand  returned  to  the  farm. 
Aliout  this  time  he  took  a  small  company  aci-oss 
the  plains  to  California,  acting  as  their  captain 
and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1858,  when  he 
returned  to  his  farm  on  which  he  still  lives  (1891) 
aged  eighty-three.  His  family  of  iive  children  are: 
William  V.  who  has  been  in  California  since  1853; 
Caroline  .Teffei-s,  deceased;  Joseph  H.,  Jr.,who  lives  in 
Big  Rapids,where  he  was  Postmaster  during  Cleve- 
land's administration;  our  subject;  Kmily  L.  who 
for  twenty  yeai-s  lias  been  engaged  in  teaching  and 
is  now  the  Principal  of  the  Ijirch  Street  School. 
Three  children  died  in  early  childhood. 

The  father  of  this  family  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  he  was  eight- 
een years  old  and  helped  to  organize  it  at  I-ansing 
and  for  several  yeai-s  was  a  Trustee.  In  those  early 
days  his  big  log  house  was  used  as  lieadquarters  f or 
church  services  for  a  large  extent  of  country. 

Samuel  L.  Kilboume  secured  his  fii-st  education 
at  home,  and  when  he  began  to  go  to  school  he  was 
already  familiar  witli  Webster's  spelling  book,  a 
grammar  and  an  arithmetic.  The  only  periodical 
literature  which  then  reached  their  home  was  a 
blanket  sheet  jiublished  at  Philadelphia,  entitled 
The  Brother  Jonathan.  The  father  was  Postmaster 
for  a  number  of  yeai-s.and  letter  postage  was 
twenty-five  cents.  The  amount  of  mail  was  small 
but  money  was  still  more  scarce  and  it  was  often 
hard  work  to  get  enough  change  to  get  out  a  let- 
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ler.  Wild  game  and  Indians  aboiindfci  Hint  U\e 
and  (^ue  prevailed,  tlie  antidotes  to  tliat  ten: 
plaint  being  Moffatt's  pills  and  Plioenix  bitteis 

(.)Hr  subject  attended  school  atOkemosind  Lan- 
sing and  was  a  pnpil  of  the  Itev.  Rich<kid  Ta>loi 
Later  in  1854  he  attended  Albion  College,  and  thi-ee 
years  after  entered  the  Agricultural  College  at  ita 
ojieniiig.  During  his  flrst  year  he  worked  three 
hours  a  day  at  ten  cents  an  hour  to  {tn^  hw  •^n^ 
and  by  working  extra  hours  he  had  paid  his  e^ 
penses  and  at  the  dose  of  the  year  htd  ¥5  over 
He  taught  school  for  three  montiis,  ketping  up 
with  his  class  at  college  biit  Anally  lost  his  plate  in 
college  because  his  county  was  ovei  i-epiesenttd 
there  and  the  number  must  be  cut  down  He  then 
read  law  by  himself  and  began  to  piactite  a  little 
in  the  Jiistice's  court,  and  before  lie  was  twenty 
one  he  joined  the  first  claas  in  the  T,aw  Depait 
ment  at  Ann  Arlior.  After  graduation  he  letunied 
to  Lansing  and  began  to  practice  whiili  he  has  tai- 
ried  on  continuously  since. 

Mr.  Kilbourne  has  at  different  time-  ie(ei\td 
nominations  and  was  upon  the  ticket  foi  (utuit 
Court  Commissioner  in  the  fall  of  1861,  but  a! 
though  he  made  a  splendid  canvass  he  wis  defeated 
with  the  rest  of  his  ticket.  During  the  wai  he 
helped  in  conducting  meetings  to  secuie  the  lu 
listment  of  soldiers,  making  splendid  wai  speeche-t 
all  through  this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  piepaitd 
to  go  into  the  amiy  himself  along  with  i  compiin 
which  he  helped  to  enroll,  but  his  bi-otliei  Htniv 
who  had  agreed  ki  I'cniain  at  home  and  look  iftti 
the  family,  took  the  war  fever  and  enli-'ted  in  t!i( 
First  Michigan  Sharpshooters  so  that  Mmutl  mn 
obliged  to  give  up  going. 

During  the  yeara  of  1860-61  Mr.  kilboutnt.  was 
a  regular  contributor  to  several  newspapeis,  to 
which  he  sent  political  articles,  and  also  edited  and 
published  the  Miohigdn  State  Journal,  a  Democratic 
paper  published  at  Lansing.  While  he  was  lJeput> 
Clerk  of  the  Supi-eme  Court  he  liad  full  chiige  of 
the  office  of  that  conrt.  He  has  been  a  membei  of 
the  City  Board  of  Education,  City  Attome^  and 
served  as  assistant  to  the  County  Prosecuting  At- 
torney. In  1874  he  was  elected  to  the  Legi*latuie 
from  this  district  on  the  Democi'atic  ticket  iltliough 
the  Republicans  had  a  general  majority      During 


tint  sc'wion  he  was  one  of  the  special  committee 
and  the  author  of  tlie  bill  on  the  liquor  trafUc  and 
lepoi  ted  by  tliat  committee  which  repealed  the 
piohibitory  law,  putting  in  its  stead  the  present 
tax  system.  In  May,  1891,  he  was  appointed  by 
(tov  I  nee  a  meml)er  of  the  Advisory  Board  in  the 
matter  of  pardons,  which  office  he  stilt  holds  and 
has  Iieen  for  two  years  the  President  of  that  l>oar(l. 

Lljon  the  old  homestead  at  Okemos  our  subject 
■-till  takes  an  intei'est  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
tsijecially  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  He  de- 
voti^  much  attention  to  the  raising  of  standaid 
trotting  and  draft  hoi'ses  as  well  as  to  Ilolstciti 
cattle  and  fine- wool  sheep. 

Ihe  marriage  of  Mr.  Kilbonriie  in  1862  «nit<'d 
him  with  Miss  Louisa  F.  Burchard,  wliose  father  was 
an  attorney  from  liome,  N.  Y.,and  became  the  first 
settlei  in  Lansing, building  the  first  house  within 
the  jire'ient  city  limits.  This  gentleman  dammed 
the  river  and  built  a  mill,  but  was  drowned  before 
tin,  (ompletion  of  the  mill.  Mi-s.  Killionnie  became 
the  mother  of  thi'ee  children,  two  of  whom  died 
liefoie  their  mother.  She  i^aseed  away  in  1873.  The 
lemtining  daughter,  Mary  L.,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Times  Harris,  of  this  city.  The  second  marriage  of 
oin  subject  took  place  November  4,  1874,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Conielia  W.Tniax,  of  Bi'ook- 
h  n  r*  Y.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  C'hurch 
and  foi  many  years  has  been  a  Vestryman  in  that 
bod>  He  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
his  been  Master  of  I^ansing  Lodge,'  No.  33,  and 
1  inemhei-  of  Capital  Chapter,  No.  9. 

Politically,  Mr,  KiU>ounie  is  rec'ognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  Democmts  at  Lansing  and  also  of 
tin  State  of  Michigan.  lie  has  always  been  intlu- 
ential  in  formulating  the  poUcy  of  the  party  in 
Michigin.  As  a  stump  speaker  he  is  strong,  fof- 
tihk  ind  logical,  always  inspiring  enthusiasm  and 
impiessing  iiis  hearei-s  with  his  belief  in  the  trutli 
he  asserts.  This  lias  given  him  a  broad  acquain- 
tance throughout  the  State  and  a  cori-es|)onding 
influeuce.  He  is  a  hard-working,  ]>ainstaking  law- 
>ei  and  strong  advocate,  occupying  an  enviable 
position  at  the  bar  of  the  State.  His  many  friends, 
both  within  the  legal  fraternity  and  socially,  will 
he  pleased  to  notice  his  portrait  in  connection  with 
this  biographical  sfceteh. 
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lIpS)YE()N  O.  PlIIPFS,  one  of  the  stirring 
Jll^i  business  men  of  Howell,  is  a  member  of 
wWtllj  the  fii'm  of  Phipps  &  Smith,  who  are  en- 
^^^=^  gftged  ill  the  livery  (tnd  omnibus  business. 
Mr,  I'hipps  himself  makes  a  specialty  of  buying' 
fine  horses  and  training  them  for  the  Host«n 
market  wliere  he  disposes  of  tliem. 

Our  subject  was  boni  in  (Iroveland,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  on  the  SOiit  of  Mm-ch,  1858,  and 
he  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Melissa  (Peck)  Phi[n>s, 
the  father  being  an  Englishman  and  the  mother 
a  New  Yorker,  Joseph  Pliipps  came  with  his 
parents,  Thomas  and  Ann,  to  America  and  at 
once  journeyed  to  Michigan.  Here  they  settled  in 
Oakland  County,  Thomas  Phipps  was  a  mechanic 
hy  trade  but  aft«r  coming  to  this  country  devoted 
himself  to  agriculture  and  continued  tl  o  igl  life 
upon  his  faiin  in  Michigan.  ,  He  had  a  famih  of 
six  children,  whom  he  ti-ained  to  matirti  i 
habits  of  industry  and  thrift.  Aftei  com  g  to 
this  country  he  interested  himself  tie  [ol  t  tl 
movements  here  and  was  allied  with  tlie  Democratic 
party. 

Joseph  lliipijs  can-ied  on  farming  in  Oakland 
County  for  a  number  of  years  and  theu  removed 
to  Holly,  the  same  county,  wliere  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brooms,  and  later  made  his  home 
in  Detroit  wliere  he  enlarged  his  business  and  em- 
ployed a  number  of  men  in  his  factory.  Like  his 
father  lie  is  a  Democrat  in  liis  political  preferences. 
His  family  of  eleven  children  who  are  all  living 
bear  the  following  names:  Charles  'J'.,  A\'ilUani  J„ 
Nelson  U.,  Belle  E.,  IJyron  O.,  Herbert  A.,  Ernest 
L.,  I^wis  M.,  Allie  M,,  ISertha  E.  and  J>exter  L. 
Joseph  Phipps  died  in  Detroit  August  29,  1891, 

The  Iroyhood  of  our  subject  wa«  passed  upon  the 
farm  and  he  received  liis  education  in  the  grided 
schools  of  Holly  and  followed  faiming  until  le 
reached  tlie  age  of  twent\  eight  \  ear 

After  his  marriage  which  occuned  when  lie  wa.s 
twenty-three  years  old,  lie  wcrked  f  iims  on  shans 
for  live  years,  after  which  he  took  chiige  of  a 
meat  market  at  Hartland  this  county  foi  tno 
year  and  then  he  came  to  Ilowell  and  engaged  m 
the  business  which  now  engages  his  energies.  He 
is  iinnsnally  well  adapted  to  Ids  business  as  he  is 
conversant  with  tlie  habits  and  flue  points  of  a 


hoi-se  and  has  handled  horses  more  or  less  since  he 
was  eighteen  years  old.  His  love  for  this  fine 
animal  and  his  understanding  of  it,  makes  him 
thoroughly  successful  in  its  training. 

The    maniage   of    our   subject   to    Miss  Bertha 

Allen,  daughter  of  Kmery  Allen,  of  Hai-tland,  this 

'   county,  took  place  in  1882  and  four  children  have 

I    I>een    gi-anted    to    them:  Berniee  E.,  Raymond  C. 

!   Elva  E.  and  Ira.    The  ]>emoei-atic  pai-ty  to  which 

■  Mr.  l'bipi>s  is  attached,  placed  him  for  two  yeai-s  in 

■  the  office  of  ]>eputy  Sheriff  of  the  county,  a 
position  which  he  tilled  with  ability  and  where  he 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  his  constitiieiits.     Messrs. 

i  Phipps  cfr  Smith  keep  in  their  stable  some  fourteen 
.  hoi-ses  ami  turn  nut  as  good  outfits  for  the  citizens 
;    of  ll<.ivi'l)  .(s  cnti  III'  found  in  I.Jie  county. 


J/OHN  MARSHALL.  The  owner  of  the  flue 
farm  located  on  section  27,  (Tnadilla  Town- 
I  ship,  Livingston  County,  is  he  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  father  »!as 
(ieoi'ge  Mai'shaU,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his 
mother,  Margaret  (Mongol)  Mai-shall,  also  a  native 
of  Scotland,  the  couple  being  married  in  the  old 
country.  They  emigrated  to  America  about  1842, 
and  settled  first  in  Canada,  where  they  remained 
for  twt)  yeare,  thence  coming  to  Michigan  in  1844, 
settling  at  once  on  a  farm  in  this  township.  George 
Mai'shall  was  a  stone-cutter  and  builder.  The  fa- 
mous Trinity  Churcli  which  lias  been  a  bone  of 
contention  between  the  original  heirs  and  the  trus- 
ted was  luilt  t»aitiallj  under  his  fore  mans  I  lip,  and 
iftei  the  completion  of  that  edifice  he  did  the 
pointing  He  assisted  in  building  a  large  church 
m  Buffali  N  1  and  l>eing  an  expei-t  in  his  busi- 
ness at  a  time  when  expeits  were  scarce,  he  did 
much  of  the  finest  woik  After  coming  to  Michi- 
gan he  returaed  to  Ntw  loik  in  order  to  complete 
his  woik  on  lunitj  Chiireh 

Finally  settling  permanently  upon  his  farm,  he 
continued  to  cany  it  on  until  his  death  wliich  oc- 
cuned in  1802.  The  widow  still  siii-vives  and  lives 
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in  I'liadilla  Township.  They  were  parents  of  seven 
diiklren,  only  two  are  now  living.  Theoriginal  of 
our  sketch  was  born  August  28,  1838,  in  the  city 
of  Glasj^ow,  .Scotland,  on  the  banks  of  the  Clyde. 
He  WHS  denied  educational  advantages,  being 
obliged  to  begin  work  when  very  young,  having 
learned  the  stone-cutter's  Imde  wlien  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  being  only  sixteen  yeai-s  old  when 
coming  to  Michigan.  In  ISSO  Mr.  Mai-sball  went 
Soiitli,  being  engaged  in  work  on  a  large  stone 
building  that  was  to  be  used  as  a  cotton  factory. 
He  remained  Month  for  one  year,  and  then  went  to 
ISt.  Louis,  working  at  liis  tiade  for  one  year.  Since 
that  time  he  has  devoted  himself  and  his  energies  to 
the  development  of  the  resoiu-ct^.s  in  liis  liuu  in  the 
State  of  Michigan, 

I'art  of  the  farm  on  which  our  svilijei't  now  iivcM 
is  that  which  his  fatlier  originally  owned,  he  Irav- 
ing  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his  father's  place. 
His  farm  is  finely  improved  and  l>ears  evidence  of 
high  cultivation.  Our  subject  lias  improved  a 
farm  which  he  owns  in  Stockbridge  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  but  sold  it  to  advanbige.  His  mar. 
riage  took  place  January  1,  18ii5,  his  bride  lieing 
Miss  Betsey  Dodd,  a  native  of  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land. They  arc  the  parents  of  four  children,  only 
thi-ee  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  ai-e  Kittie, 
George  and  Caroline.  Kittie  is  now  Mi-s.  O.  L. 
Smith,  of  Gregory;  Caroline,  is  Mrs,  David  Sayles, 
and  lives  in  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Marshall  died  in  July, 
1878,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  was  again  mai-ried 
Noveml)er  17.1881,  to  Mrs,  Sloanburg,  a  widow 
who  had  no  children.  She  also  was  a  native  of 
Scotland.  Her  parents  were  William  an<l  Christina 
(Piper)  Craig.  Tliey  were  natives  of  Scotland,  be- 
ing married  in  that  conntry.  They  emigrated  to 
Connecticut  in  1832,  and  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1836,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Tnadilla  Township, 
on  seetioit  34.  In  1860  they  removed  to  Stock- 
bridge,  where  they  both  died,  tiie  father  in  1876, 
the  mother  passiug  away  September  28,  1891.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Craig  were  ciiarter  members  of  the  Fii'st 
Presbyterian  Church  of  ITuadilla.  Mrs.  Craig  was 
the  last  surviving  charter  member. 

Mr.  Marshall  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  seventeen  and  a  half  acres  of  fine  land,  a 
large  part  of  it  being  imder  cultivation.     He  has 


done  a  gi-eat  amount  of  clearing,  and  all  the  build- 
ing where  he  now  lives,  linving  a  fine  home,  which 
is  a  model  of  rural  neatness  and  taste.  He  also  lias 
good  Imrns,  and  erected  the  residence  and  outbuild- 
ings where  his  son  now  lives.  Mr.  Marshall  still 
carries  on  the  work  of  the  farm  for  himself.  His 
wife  is  associated  with  the  Presbyterian  Churcii. 
while  he  is  liberal  in  his  i-eligious  views.  He  used 
to  be  a  Granger,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Board.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
for  three  years  has  done  good  service  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  Tlie  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
started  out  empty- lianded,  and  what  he  now  has  lie 
has  earned  by  the  hardest  work,  having  had  but 
few  advantages  upon  which  other  men  depend,  Mr. 
Mai'shall  carries  on  general  farming,  uniting  to  tlie 
culture  of  the  soil  the  raising  and  breeding  of  flue 


^mB®mmi>-*^ 


JAMKS  MONIiOK.  Among  the  qiuet  and 
unostentatious,  yet  thoroughly  worthy  and 
efficient  members  of  the  business  circles  of 
Howell,  Livingston  County,  we  are  gratified 
to  name  one  who  bears  an  honorable  name,  and 
who,  although  not  claiming  descent  from  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  traces  his  lineage  to  a  hero  in  both 
the  War  of  1812  and  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
This  citizen  was  bom  April  27,  1827,  in  the 
township  of  Richmond,  Ontario  County,  N.  T.,  and 
is  a  son  of  Ijcmnel  and  Martha  (Rowling)  Monivc, 
natives  of  the  Eastern  States.  Lemuel  Monroe  was 
a  boot  and  shoemakei,  who  liad  served  his  country 
nobly  in  both  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  con- 
flict of  1812.  In  his  later  days  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  lived  with  a  son  Francis,  nntil  called 
hence  by  death  after  he  had  reached  the  very  ven- 
erable age  of  ninety  yeai-s.  He  had  been  the  hus- 
Iwnd  of  three  wives,  and  by  them  bad  eighteen 
children,  and  our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  this 
patriarchal  flock. 

The  mother  of  James  Monroe  died  in  New  York 
in  18.^7,  and  he  was  reared  upon  a  farm  initi!  lie 
i-eached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  b\it  did  not 


,  Google 


POR'IIIAIT  AND  B]0(5IiAl'HICAL  AI,RUM. 


779 


live  at  home  after  he  waseiglit  years  old.  He  made 
his  home  with  a  fanner  tor  nine  yeai's,fi.nd  then  itt 
the  age  of  seventeeu  received  the  clotiies  wliicli 
were  commonly  given  to  a  bound  boy  wlieii  be  left 
service,  and  came  to  Monroe  County,  Mich,  Ht-re 
he  iMissed  four  yeais  aiid  then  returned  to  Kew 
York,  where  he  worked  upon  a  farm  fyr  some  tonr 
years  longer.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, and  did  not  return  to  Michigan  nutil  1BS5. 

Settling  in  Howell,  the  yoniig  man  now  devoted 
himself  to  his  trade,  and  Uiok  np  the  broader  busi- 
ness of  contracting  and  building.  He  purchased 
on  Clinton  Street,  where  he  now  lives,  two  lots  and 
a  house  and  was  married  in  1857  to  Nancy  (Jarmer, 
daugliter  of  Amos  and  Kaiah  (F^iton)  Garmer.  Mr. 
Gamier  was  a  native  of  (lei-many,  and  his  wife  was 
a  Vermonter,  while  his  danghtei'  was  boi-n  at  Dans- 
vilte,  Livingston  Comity,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  mer- 
chant biilor,  and  can'ied  on  a  large  business  at 
Dansville.  They  had  one  other  daughter,  Maria, 
who  is  now  Mi-s,  Leaeb,  of  Ionia,  this  State.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Monroe  was  a  Kli^jha- 
let  Eaton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  liotel  business  at  Mt.  Morris,  N.  Y.,  and  to 
him  and  his  wife  Betsey  ((ioodricli)  l-Laton.  were 
given  a  family  of  twelve  children. 

Mr.  and  Mi's.  Monroe  gave  to  each  of  their  >-ix 
children  an  excellent  and  liberal  education,  and  so 
brought  them  np  timt  they  have  become  men  and 
women  of  intelligence, nsefiilnessandapronounced 
Christian  chaiacter,  and  they  all  belong  to  the 
Methodist  or  Baptist  Chui-ch.  The  oldest,  Libby  l(., 
is  Mi-s.  Charles  Warren,  of  (iladwin  County,  this 
State,  and  has  two  ehildi-en,  C'land  and  Veroy. 
Dwight  I),  has  been  united  in  marriage  witli  Miss 
Millie  Beach,  and  they  have  a  little  child,  Charles 
B.;  he  is  a  member  of  the  mereantile  firm  of  Mon- 
i-oe  Bros.,  doing  business  in  Howell;  (ieorge  J.,  is 
his  partner,  and  they  are  carrying  a  fine  and  well 
selected  stock  of  dry-goods  and  groceiies,  boots 
and  shoes;  Ada  M.  married  Arthur  Garland,  a  mer- 
chant tailor  of  Howell,  for  whom  Arthur  A.,  the 
next  brother,  acts  as  clerk;  Cora  M.  is  a  teacher  in 
the  ITnion  schools  of  Howell,  and  has  a  position  in 
the  Fourth  Ward  school.  The  political  views  of 
the  father  of  this  prominent  and  highly  respected 
family,  bring  him  into  sympathy  and  action  with 


the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  an  intelligent  ob- 
server of  the  great  events  which  must  concern  every 
American,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  the  prosper- 
ity of  oiii-  cotiiilry. 


11-1-1  AM  1-.  KNAI'I'.  Olivci-  Wendell 
Ilolnte^  f^^nys  dial  tiiere  ifl  no  better  illus- 
tration of  the  great  principles  of  life  than 
a  wagon  wheel.  The  hub  rejn-esents  the  great  cen- 
trifugal foixie  from  which  ladiate  the  spokes  that 
make  the  tire  effective  in  its  round.  Ciitile  witliin 
cirele.  Jf  there  is  anything  in  association  surely 
the  iieautiful  princii)le3  should  be  inculcated  in  the 
manufaetui-er  as  part  of  the  inherent  traits  of  his 
character  and  one  can  well  believe  that  he  of 
whom  we  write  has  been  open  to  these  best  in- 
fluences. He  is  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
in  the  town  of  Howell,  Livingston  (Jounty,  mak- 
ing various  kinds  of  wagons  and  can'iages,  at  the 
«ime  time  doing  general  blacksmith  in g.  Their 
place  of  business  is  located  on  Grand  Uiver  and 
their  factory  was  establislied  in  1865. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Wy- 
oming County,  N.  Y'.,  September  24,  1817.  Thus 
it  may  be  seen  that  he  has  attained  the  golden 
ci'est  of  tiie  heights  from  which  one  may  look 
Imcb  upon  the  past  which  is  irradiated  by  the  set- 
ting Sim.  Mr.  Knapp  is  a  son  of  John  It  and 
Melinda  (Wilson)  Knapp,  natives  of  Canaan,  N. 
Y'..  and  Middlebnry,  Vt.,  respectively,  nie  former 
is  a  farmer,  altliough  he  had  learned  the  ti'ade  in 
his  youth  of  a  boot  and  shoe  maker,  but  after  go- 
ing to  Wai-saw,  N.  Y.,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
agriculture.  In  1836  he  removed  to  Ohio  where 
lie  occupied  seveml  prominent  positions  within 
the  gift  of  the  coimty.  He  was  Justiee  of  the 
Peace  for  many  yeai-s.  His  decease  occurred  in 
1864,  his  wife  preceding  iiim  by  a  number  of  years 
her  decease  having  occun-ed  in  1847.  He  was  an 
old-line  Democrat  in  his  party  following.  He  and 
his  wife  were  in  their  cliureh  relations  Baptist  and 
Presbyterian  respectively.     Out  subject's  patei-nal 
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grandparents  were  William  «nd  Olive  Annabel 
Knapp.  They  were  natives  of  Vermont  and  wei-o 
engaged  in  farming.  Tlie  former  went  to  War- 
saw, N.  Y.,  in  1811.  Five  yeai-s  later  he  met  his 
death  by  being  killed  by  Ihe  falling  of  a  tree.  His 
wife's  death  look  place  in  1833.  She  was  tlu-owr. 
out  of  a  cai'i'iage,  which  was  dragged  by  a  run  ■ 
away  team,  her  death  occunlng  shortly  after. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  ehildren.  The  mother 
was  a  Baptist  and  of  English  descent. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Melinda  (Wilson) 
Knapp,  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Wilson,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  who  came  to  America  in  his 
young  days  and  settling  in  Vermont,  later  remov- 
ing to  Western  New  York.  In  his  later  life  ho 
i-etuvued  to  Vermont  where  he  continued  to  live 
until  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  six  eliildi-en. 
Mr.  Knapp  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Caroline,  Jacob,  Or- 
son S.,  William  L.  Margaret  K.,  Hairiet  C.,  John 
R.,  Russell  A.,  Tlieodore  B.,  and  James  A.  But 
four  of  these  children  are  now  living — .Tacob  W., 
William  L.,  our  subject,  John  U.  and  James  A. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  begau  the  work  of 
self-support  when  only  thirteen  years  of  age  and 
for  a  [jeiiod  of  six  months  lie  worked  for  $4  per 
month  in  the  village  of  C'anandaigua,  N.  Y'.  In 
1835  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmitli  and 
served  for  two  yeavsand  then  he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  Jacob  W.,  in  the  blacksmith 
business  imtil  1846,  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  out  his  intei-est  and  engaged  in  trade  in 
(.iainesvilie,  Wyoming  County,  N,  Y.,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  fvr  one  year.  Thence  he 
went  to  Castile  and  bought  out  a  blacksmith  shop 
where  he  was  engaged  for  two  years.  Thence  he 
went  on  a  farm  and  enjoyed  bncolic  life  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  transferring  his  lo- 
cation to  another  pni-cliase  which  he.  conducted  for 
one  yeai'  and  tlien  sold  out.  A  delightful  visit 
was  made  in  Iowa  after  which  he  returned  to  New 
York,  settling  in  Warsaw  and  engaged  in  his  trade 
for  four  years. 

Agricultural  life  seems  to  have  been  more  ))leas- 
ing  to  Mr.  Knapp  than  any  other,  for  he  again 
went  on  a  farm,  wliicli,  however,  at  the  expu-ation 
of  two  years,  he  sold.    Again  in  Warsaw,  in  April, 


1861,  his  [jati'iotic  zeal  ai'oused  by  the  iiring  upon 
it.  Sumter,  he  immediately  offered  his  services  to  his 
coimtry,  being  tlie  third  one  to  enlist  in  Warsaw. 
In  company  with  Messrs.  Jenkins,  Dudley,  Bentley 
and  Bailey,  he  raised  Couipany  H.,  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry.  After  enlisting  they  were  organized  and 
went  in  camp  at  Westfield.  Thence  they  went 
to  Albany  and  were  there  mustered  into  sei'vice. 
Tlie  Ist  of  December,  1861,  found  the  regiment 
to  which  our  subject  belonged  in  Washington,  D. 
C,  and  already  he  had  been  promoted  to  the  post 
of  Second-Lieutenant.  On  the  first  of  Mareli  they 
started  for  Richmond  and  got  as  far  as  Bailey 
Crossroads  but  finding  no  enemy  retimied  to  camp 
and  soon  after  were  ordered  to  report  at  Alexan- 
dria, Vn.  They  to()k  the  boat  down  the  river  the 
1st  of  April  and  on  the  5th  landed  at  Fortress 
Moni-oe.  The  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  in  whicli 
one  and  one-half  days  were  spent  in  hard  fighting, 
is  a  memorable  event  in  the  mind  of  our  subject. 
He  was  also  present  at  skirmishes  at  Big  Bethel  and 
Rappahannock,  At  this  time  lie  was  on  the  staff  of 
(leu.  Sigel.  After  being  in  service  for  eighteen 
months  he  waa  discharged,  as  for  some  timehe  had 
been  sick  with  that  common  army  trouble,  dysen- 
taiy.  lie  was  an  etttcient  officer  and  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  His  resignation  was  accepted 
February  10,  1863,  and  since  tiiat  time  he  has 
never  seen  what  may  be  called   a  really  well  day. 

After  Ins  dischaige  Mr.  Knapp  letiimed  to  War- 
saw  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1864,  when  he 
removed  to  I>exter,  Washtenaw  C'oimty,  Mich.. 
and  was  tliei-e  engaged  in  the  hai-dware  business. 
He  continued  to  be  thus  employed  until  186.0. 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Howell  where 
he  huilt  his  present  shops.  He  has  employed  as 
many  as  Hfteen  men  and  lias  enjoyed  the  gi'eater 
l^art  of  the  patronage  in  his  line  in  the  city  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years.  For  one  year  lie  served  on 
the  City  Council. 

In  1841  Mr.  Knapp  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Betsey  A.  Brockway  of  Wai-saw,  N.  Y.  Oue 
son,  Theodore  R,  was  the  outcome  of  this  luiioii. 
Mre.  Betsey  I^app  died  in  April,  1846.  He  was 
again  married,  his  second  wife  being  Klizabeth  R. 
Oreeii.  Tlieir  nuptials  were  solemnized  Septem- 
ber 9,  1847.     She  was  a  native  of  Portage,  Wyom- 
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ing  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  niotlier  of  five  chil- 
dren—Florence.  William  K.,  .Inrt^dn  ■«■..  Aiva  W. 
mid  Elizalmtli  R.  Theodoiii  B.  inniTied  Emily  K. 
Kettli  and  is  the  father  of  two  eliildiTii — Kstullu 
and  Walter.  Florence  married  R.  IT,  Rtiinsay  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  diildreii — Annie  and  Leonard; 
William,  who  mairied  RIaggie  Burrows  and  two 
children  are  tlie  outcome  of  this  imitm — Walter 
and  Mamie;  Jiidson  W.  married  Annie  Erwiii;  Alva 
W.  is  the  iiusband  of  Ida  Segler;  Elizabeth  ia  the 
wife  of  Charles  (toodiiow  and  is  the  mother  of 
thi-ee  children  whose  names  aie  Don,  Nina  and 
Iflanclie;  Estella  married  Miller  Be<irmaii;  one  son, 
Slax,  has  come  to  tliem  to  enliven  their  home; 
Waiter  W,  married  Grace  Fiahbeek;  they  also  have 
one  daughter,  Julia.  lie  of  whom  we  write  is  a 
])eniocrat  in  his  political  predeliction.  He  is  a 
Slason  and  also  a  member  of  Odell  Post,  No.  120 
(J.  A.  K.,  and  lias  held  all  the  ofllces  excelling  that 
of  Senior  Warden,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  having  lieen  elected  l>eacon  twenty 
I'ears  af^^o  has  ever  siiii'(>  ut-U'd  in  that  i'a|>iicity. 


|R_  <IN.  IIANIKL  W.  DIXTI'RFF.     It  mus-the 

llji)  a  pleasing  thought,  that  after  having  sup- 
!£^^   plied  liundi'eds  of  human  beings  with   the 

1^)  means  of  supporting  life  by  hard  labor  and 
much  planning,  tliat  one's  efforts  Iiave  l>cen  ap- 
preciated, so  that  in  the  afternoon  one  can  put 
aside  the  cares  of  the  active  conflict  and  I'etire 
from  the  immediate  ovei-sight  of  ones  interests,  en- 
joying the  fruit  of  early  labor  and  the  conscious- 
ness tliat  ones  life  has  not  been  lived  in  vain — 
that  in  supplying  the  pliysical  wants  no  opportun- 
ity has  been  neglected  to  elevate  the  higlier  natui-e. 
There  is  always  that  beneficent  assurance  as 
Meredith  expresses  it,  that  "no  life  can  be  pure  in 
its  purpose  or  strong  in  its  strife  and  all  life  not 
be  pui-er  and  stronger  thereby." 

Mr.  Dinturff  is  a  native  of  Yates  County,  N.  Y, 
and  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Rachel  (Leddick)  Dinturff. 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  former  was  an  ex- 
tensive farmer  in  Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 


jtassed  the  greater  portion  of  Ins  life  and  finally 
died.  lie  held  various  oftli-es  in  the  township  and 
sttHiid  high  in  the  confidence  and  est«em  of  the 
people.  Politically  .lacoli  Dintuiff  was  a  Re 
publican,  but  at  that  timt  one  had  not  so  much 
leisure  Ui  attend  to  tlit  I'oiiuptinc  influence'-  of 
political  life  as  now. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  twelve 
children.  It  was  fortunate  tliat  liis  father  wa.s  a 
farmer  and  i-aLsed  the  products  foi'  family  consum])- 
tion  upon  his  own  place,  otherwise  some  of  the 
little  ones  might  have  gone  hungry.  The  advant- 
ages of  an  academic  education  were  enjoyed  by 
our  subject  and  the  best  of  influences  were  felt  in 
the  home  cirele,  where  he  remained  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  made  a  radical 
change  to  what  was  then  considered  the  far  West, 
but  to-day  being  only  a  twenty-four  houre'  journey 
or  but  little  more  fi'om  Michigan  to  any  place.  He 
located  in  Washtenaw  County,  taking  up  a  fai'ra 
in  Pittsfield  Township.  His  place  embi-aced  two 
hundred  acres  of  fine  Lind,  but  for  some  reason, 
unknown  to  the  writer,  it  did  not  exactly  suit  its 
purchaser,  so  at  the  end  of  a  year  lie  sold  it  and 
removing  to  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County, 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  12.  This  fli-st  pur- 
chase comprised  eighty  acres,  l^ater  he  added 
ime  hundred  acres  more  and  in  time  forty  acres 
more  was  added  to  his  estate.  T'his  he  partly  im- 
proved. There  is  upon  the  place  a  good  farm- 
iiouH',  being  commodious  and  comfortable  as  a 
dwelling.  There  are  also  excellent  barns  upon  the 
place.  His  general  attention  has  been  paid  to  tlie 
productiveness  of  the  ground  and  it  has  been  made 
to  resemble  in  the  exquisite  neatness  of  its  wood 
lots  the  richness  of  verdure  of  its  ]>asturage  and 
fields,  one  of  the  model  farms  of  old  estates. 

Mr.  Dinturff  wasa  member  of  the  State  legislature 
for  this  county  in  1872,  liaving  held  the  position 
for  two  years.  It  was  during  his  tenn  of  office 
that  the  laws  were  jjassed  for  the  incorponition  of 
Fowlerville  and  he  with  other  membei-s  of  the 
House  secured  the  [mssage  of  a  bill,  annulling  the 
railroad  bonds  of  this  county  that  had  not  passed 
the  third  hands.  Indeed  many  of  the  revised  laws 
that  took  to  the  bettering  of  the  people  in  this 
locality  are  due  to  the  foresight  and  judgment  of 
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our  subject  By  inheiitance  aud  conviction  he  of 
whom  we  write  is  an  adiiereiit  of  the  Republican 
platform,  having  great  confidence  tiiat  its  princi- 
ples, in  spite  of  the  macliinations  of  unscrupulous 
men,  will  survive  the  blasts  of  criticftl  opinion  and 
adverse  parties.  Socially  a  Mason,  he  has  attained 
to  a  high  degree. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  pla«e,  November  9, 
1854,  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Marj' 
M,  McMaster,  of  Potter,  N,  Y.  She  is  a  dauglit«i- 
of  David  .1,  and  I^ura  (Mansfield)  McMaster, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Having  no  children 
of  Ids  own  Mr,  Dintui-ff  lias  been  the  foster  fatlier 
of  one  young  girl  who  has  taken  the  place  of  a 
daughter  to  him,  Klla  A.  Hatch  by  name.  She  is 
a  talented  and  attractive  young  lady  who  is  a 
graduate  of  tlic  Fowlerville  High  School.  In  1874 
our  subject  left  his  farming  iutei-est  and  came  to 
Fowierviile,  imrchasiiig  a  fine  i-esldence  on  tiie 
corner  of  (Jrand  Rivei  and  Hibhard  sti-eets.  Re- 
presenting the  liest  class  of  people  in  tli is. district, 
his  home  is  the  meeting-place  for  tlio  wit  and  cul- 
ture of  the  vicinity.  Since  ajiving  up  the  active 
interest  in  his  agricultural  business,  tlie  original  of 
oiu-  sketch  has  been  engaged  in  the  mei-cantile 
business  in  Fowlerville  for  tliree  years.  He  witJi 
his  wife  is  an  attendant  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  a  lilwral  contributor  to  the 
support  of  the  same.  He  is  one  of  the  solid  and 
substantial  men  of  this  county.  A  man  of  liigh 
character,  he  ])rides  himself  that  liis  word  is  as 
good  as  his  bond. 


|R_^IHAM  HAYNKS.  Tlie  nnrr.itive  tliat  relates 
ijT^  the  life  history  of  our  subject  is  chiefly  con- 
?^^  nected  with  rural  residence  and  agiieul- 
i(^,'  tui-al  occupation.  It  began  in  a  modest 
little  country  home  in  New  York  State  which  was 
made  by  his  parents — Reuben  and  Maria  (Hance) 
Hayues,  the  former  a  native  of  one  of  the  Intern 
States  and  a  resident  of  New  York  for  a  number  of 
years;  there  be  died.  Mrs,  Haynes'  father  wasalso 
a  resident  of  New  York.     Our  subject  was  one  of 


five  children.  He  was  bora  Sept  27,  1825,  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years  lie  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  neai'  Adrian,  Lenawee  County,  and  six 
years  later  came  to  Ingham  County  and  has  ever 
since  made  his  home  in  this  State  witli  the  excep- 
tion of  four  years  spent  in  Wisconsin, 

Wlien  a  young  man  our  subject  was  engaged  in 
work  on  a  farm  by  the  month.  His  ffret  venture 
in  real  estate  was  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  piu'- 
chased  a  farm.  This  he  traded  for  seventy  acres  of 
land  and  took  up  seventy  acres  more  from  the 
Government  and  has  since  added  eighty  acres  to 
his  puicliase,  now  aggregating  two  hundred  anrl 
twenty  acres  in  all.  At  one  time  liis  farm  com- 
prised tliree  hundred  acres.  The  tract  of  which  he 
is  now  owner  lias  been  cleai'cd  and  broken  and 
good  buildings  have  been  erected  tliereon. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-iive  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried in  Ingham  County  to  Miss  Sarah  Worden,  an 
early  settler  of  Oakland  County  where  he  died. 
'Hie  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been 
blest  by  tlie  advent  of  nine  children.  They  are 
Morris,  Antony,  Louisa,  l^wis,  Lydia  M.,  John  and 
two  childi-en  who  died  in  infancy.  The  farm 
whei-eon  he  now  resides  has  been  his  home  for 
thirty-two  yeai-s  and  when  he  first  came  here  it 
was  as  wild  as  nature  would  allow.  There  were 
many  denizens  of  the  forest  and  our  subject,  hav- 
ing been  a  great  hunter,  has  liilled  many  a  deer 
and  wild  turkey. 

During  the  war  lie  of  whom  we  write  was  draft- 
ed into  service,  but  hired  a  substitute  and  thus 
escaped  the  experience  that  has  saddened  the  life 
of  many  a  man.  He  is  a  farmer  who  has  eagerly 
embraced  every  opportunity  tending  to  iniprov<v 
nient  in  the  science  of  agriculture.  Although  like 
most  men,  he  is  interested  in  polities,  he  is  not 
wedded  to  party,  casting  his  vote  for  the  man  lie 
thinks  best  qualified  for  the  position  regardless  of 
party.  Honorable  and  respected,  the  confidence 
tiiat  his  townsmen  have  reixised  in  liini  has  been 
shown  by  his  election  to  a  number  of  offices.  He 
has  been  Township  Clerk  of  Wisconsin  and  Directoi" 
of  Ills  school  district  for  a  number  of  yeai-s,  and 
has  been  District  Treasurer  for  six  years  and  is  at 
present  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  Much  credit 
is  due  our  subject  for  the  success  that  he  has  rfiade 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALliUM 


783 


of  his  calling,  as  he  began  without  nny thing  and  his 
property,  wliich  is  free  of  incumbrance,  lias  been 
earned  by  hardest  lalwr.  Our  subject  drove  the 
second  train  that  ever  went  through  Williaiiiston, 
it  being  an  ox-team  and  at  the  time  tliere  was  no 
]x>pulatiou  at  all  where  the  present  thriving  little 
city  of  Williamston  is  found.  Tlie  tiip  to  mill  in 
tiiose  days  occupied  a  week  and  the  incidents  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life  are  not  unknown  to  him. 


>=^^^m&-^"n-9^mi 


JOSKPII  liUROESS.  The  gentleman,  who 
lesi.leson  the  farm  on  section  4,  tiai-tland 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Michigan,  coming  here  in 
1836  witli  his  jmvente.  'llie  country  was  little 
more  than  a  wilderness  at  tliat  time,  and  wild 
animals  and  Indians  were  much  moi-e  familiar 
sights  than  the  face  of  a  white  man  or  woman.  A 
contemporary  tells  us  of  an  experience  tliat  he  had 
while  out  at  work  in  the  clearing  bnrniug  logs. 
As  night  came  on,  the  wolves  prowled  oiit  from 
the  forests,  and  made  a  howling,  snapping  circle 
about  the  young  man.  Tliey  were  only  deteri-ed 
from  pouncing  on  him  by  his  throwing  fiery  branda 
from  the  gi-eat  heap  of  buining  logs,  into  their 
uiidst.  The  early  settlers  were  ever  on  the  alert 
for  enemies  of  this  nature  and  doubtless  this  fact 
developed  in  them  a  prudence,  and  yet  quickness 
to  take  advantage  of  favorable  moments  tliat  was 
no  small  cause  of  their  success. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
born  JIarch  26, 1832.  He  was  a  son  of  Seth  Burgess, 
a  native  of  the  same  State,  who  with  his  family  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Independence  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County  in  1836.  Their  home  here 
was  a  little  log  hut  12x14  feet  in  dimensions. 
Here  they  lived  for  two  years,  at  the  eud  of  which 
time  they  realized  the  dignity  and  elegance  of  a 
double  log  house.  They  remained  in  Oakland 
County  until  1856  when  they  moved  to  Livingston 
County  and  here  they  have  lived  ever  since.  Seth 
Burgess,  our  subject's  father,  still  survives  at  the 
patriarchial  age  of  ninety-four  years.     He  enjoys 


the  distinction  of  I  eing  the  oldest  man  m  the 
county.  Our  subjects  maternal  .fi'andfithei  wis 
Joseph  Whipple  a  native  of  New  IfampshuL  who 
also  emigrated  to  Michigan  at  an  eaih  da\  cimi 
iug  here  in  lHd2  at  which  time  lie  located  foity 
acres  of  (ioveinment  land  m  Indt.i>endence  Town 
ship,  Oakland  County  He  was  a  coopei  b\  tiadi. 
and  here  found  plenty  of  work  among  the  early 
settlers,  being  himself  one  of  the  very  first  to 
locate  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  resided  until 
Ills  death  which  took  place  in  December,  1862. 

Our  subject's  motiier  waa  before  her  marriage,  a 
Miss  Fannie  Whipjile.  a  most  honorable  name  in 
the  early  history  of  Michigan  and  one  having 
some  brilliant  representatives  who  are  living  at 
the  present  time.  She  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  died  in  Oakland  Coinitj'  on  tlie  vUi 
home  place  tliat  her  father  had  taken  up  from  the 
(jlovemment.  Slie  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, there  being  foiu-  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mary  Follett,  Chester 
O.;  Amanda,  .Simeon  D.  W.,  Martin  B.,  Joseph  W. 
and  Martha.  The  eldest  daugliter  died  while  in 
Los  Angeles,  Cal,  Chester  resides  in  Howell,  Liv- 
ingston Coimty.  jVmanda  is  tlie  wife  of  William 
Hammond,  and  resides  in  Clarkston,  Oakland 
County,  Midi.  Simeon  lives  in  Flint.  Martin 
lives  in  Holly,  Oakland  County,  and  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  laud  which 
he  has  under  cultivation.  Alartlia  is  the  wife  of 
Saufoi'd  Ilihlerbi'anl,  and  is  a  resident  oC  Jlartland 
Township.  Our  subject  is  the  sixth  child  in  oi-der 
of  birth,  and  the  fourth  son.  He  was  a  wee 
toddler  when  his  parents  came  to  this  State,  not 
old  enough  to  realize  anyth)ng  but  the  fun  and 
novelty  of  their  situation.  On  the  way  liitJier  his 
father  carried  him  on  his  back  eighteen  miles,  and 
his  earliest  recollection  is  of  their  home  in  the  little 
log  house  that  his  grandfather  had  built  in  In- 
dependence Townshij),  Oakland  County.  They 
had  not  an  over  supjily  of  worldly  possessions  or 
filthy  lucre,  and  were  obliged  to  pawn  their  goods 
to  get  through,  but  tlie  little  log  house,  though 
filled  almost  to  overflowing  with  the  grown  people 
and  children,  was  the  abiding  place  of  great  hearts 
that  were  undaunted  by  such  obstacles  as  they  en- 
countered, and  was  the  scene  of  the  warmest  affec- 
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tion  and  true  content,  and  although  the  first 
winter  was  memorable  because  of  its  severity  and 
the  fact  that  so  many  were  crowded  into  such  a 
small  6|)ace,  it  was  brightened  by  an  immense  fire- 
place, which,  iiowever,  had  but  a  stick  chimney. 

The  father  of  our  subject  set  about  clearing 
up  the  farm  and  as  the  o])enings  widened  and 
the  ground  was  enriched  with  the  charred  em- 
bers of  stumps  and  logs,  he  set  out  a  fine 
orchard  that  afterward  yielded  a  rich  liavvest. 
although  at  that  time  fniit  was  a  luxury  tliat  could 
be  enjoyed  by  but  few.  Both  the  maternal  grand- 
iwrents  and  our  subject's  mother  passed  away  on 
this  pla«e,  Mr,  Bnrgess  continued  to  reside  with 
lus  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  determined  to  set  out  in  the  world 
for  himself.  He  had  at  that  time  a  yoke  of  steoi-s 
and  twelve  shillings  in  money.  The  proud  posses- 
sor of  these  riches,  he  went  to  Hamburg.  His  first 
investment  was  in  fortj'  acres  of  land,  which  he 
sold  and  upon  which  he  made  $150.  He  then 
went  liack  and  bought  forty  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead and  i-einained  tliei-e  for  about  three  yeare, 
during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  improving 
the  place.  In  1855  he  came  to  Hartland  Township, 
and  located  on  section  34,  where  he  pni-ehased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  aci'es,  remaining 
there  one  year.  After  that  he  made  several  trades, 
owning  at  different  times  here  three  farms,  placing 
improvements  on  each  and  building  good  houses. 
Mr.  Burgess  located  where  he  now  resides  in  1869. 
Here  he  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-  , 
seven  acres,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
He  erected  his  present  resident  in  1877,  at  a  cost 
of  *2,30O.  It  is  a  fine  two-story  fj-ame  dwelling, 
substantial  and  attraetive  in  build  and  style.  He 
has  built  good  and  commodious  barns  and  out- 
houses on  his  place  and  in  fact  has  a  fli-st  class  farm 
that  is  free  of  all  inciimbi-ance. 

On  July  5,  1856,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
ried in  Independent  Township,  Oakland   County, 
to  Miss  Mary  Jacobs,  a  native  of  this  State,  having  . 
been  bom  in  Genoa  Township,  Livingston  County,  ' 
December  28,  1839,  where  she  was  reared  and  edu-    ' 
cated.     They  have  one  son  whose  name  is  Melvin    ! 
J.     He   was   born    October   10,  18.'>9,  and  resides 
with  his  parents  at  home,  assisting  his  father  with   I 


conducting  the  work  of  tlie  farm.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  following; 
He  has  been  Highway  Connnissioiier  and  is  vnvy 
well  known  in  this  county,  being  a  genial,  affable 
man,  whose  interests  and  sympathies  are  with  iiis 
neigliboi"*  and  fellow  men.  Oiu-  subject  is  the 
owner  of  some  fine  stock  of  registered  Jerseys,  and 
has  purchased  horses  in  Ohio  that  are  of  purest 
breeding.  He  matches  teams  and  sells  them  in 
Detroit.  He  has  done  a  general  business  in  the 
county  and  township  in  threshing,  having  foi' 
years  had  almost  a  monopoly  of  that  industry,  and 
liaving  found  it  to  be  quite  proBtable.  He  has 
been  the  owner  of  three  new  threshing  machines 
that  were  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  style. 
Our  subject  was  drafted  in  the  late  war,  but 
furnished  a  sul)situte  at  the  expenses  of  ^1,000 
and  also  lielped  clear  tiic  town  of  every  call. 


^^HAKI.EH  SULLIVAN,  a  representative 
ll[  p  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section 
^^^  23,  Locke  Township,  Ingham  County,  was 
bom  July  6,  1846.  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio. 
His  father,  James  .Sullivan,  is  still  living,  and  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  the  mother  Nancy  A. 
(Ciowell)  Sullivan,  was  born  in  New  England  and 
has  now  passed  from  earth. 

When  only  two  years  of  age  our  subject  migrat- 
ed with  his  parents  to  Ionia  County,  Mich.,  wlienec 
they  came  a  little  later  to  Ingham  County  and 
made  their  home  upon  the  farm  wlicre  Charles 
Sullivan  now  resides.  The  father  is  now  in  his 
seventy-tliird  year  and  greatly  enjoys  seeing  the 
improvements  which  have  been  made  throughout 
all  this  region,  since  the  early  pioneei'  days  when 
lie  underwent  hardships  in  the  primeval  forests. 
Of  his  six  children  live  are  living,  namely:  Eme- 
line,  wife  of  Gardner  Kice;  Charles;  Alphonzo. 
Benjamin,  and  Eva,  wife  of  John  A.  Cox.  The 
son  who  has  departed  this  life  was  William  who 
died  while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  The 
mother  ended  her  earthly  career  February  24, 1884. 
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Cliarles  Sullivan  had  his  eiirly  training  for  iife 
in  the  woods  of  ingliam  County  and  his  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schooli  He  has  been  a 
thorough  and  systtniatic  reader  throughout  life 
and  has  largely  broadened  his  view  of  men  and 
things,  through  access  to  books  and  itaiieii*.  His 
marriage  occurred  January  26, 1867,  his  bride  being 
Eliza  Chambers,  daiighter  of  (Jeorge  Cliambers, 
Knglish  people  who  came  to  this  .State  before  the 
birth  of  their  daxighter,  Mr.  .Sullivan  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  Ills  pro- 
perty has  been  largely  gained  through  his  own 
induBti-y  and  good  management. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  t!ie  religious 
body  with  which  Mr.  and  Mre.  Sullivan  are  active- 
ly connected,  and  the  political  views  of  thia  gentle- 
man ally  him  with  the  Uepuhlican  jmrty.  His 
mother  died  February  24,  1884,  and  his  father  who 
is  a  septuagenarian,  is  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of 
Locke  Township.  The  home  and  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Sullivan  are  among  the  finest  in  this  vicinity  and 
it  in  the  center  of  much  liospitaiity  and  M)eial  life. 


^  —  -  ^-^-:;-^-->g-« 


^r  J.KXANDER  MONHOK.   Among  the  solid 
(@flj[     business  men  of  I^roy  Township,  Ingham 
//[  Is    County,  the  judgment  of  no  one  is  uiore 
^?  lespected    and   sought   than  tliat  of  bini 

whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.     Far- 
sighted,  di'*creet,  prudent,  and  with  high  executive 
ability,  he  is  well  qualified  to  take  the  lead  ii        t 
tcrs  of  finaiice  or  local  government  among  h 
laborers,    lie  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  h 
been  born  in  Ontaiio  County,  July  28,  1825      II 
is  a  son  of  Lemuel  and  Martlia  (llolin)  Mon 
His  father  was  a  Itevolntionary  soldier,  being    1      t 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  he  joined  the  arm      H 
was  also  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  one  of  bis 
Archibald  Moni-oe,  a  half-brother  of  our  si  I  j    t 
gave  his  life  a  saeriflee  to  the  freedom  of  his 
try  in  the  battle  of  (fueenstown  Heights  in  wl     h 
the   father  also  fought.     Many  of    the   exclua 
four    hundred  of  !New  York  who  make  mu  I       f 
their  ancestry  as  is  now  the  fashion,  have  i    t 


good  a  claim  to  the  respect  of  loyal  Americans  as 
has  he  of  whom  we  write,  his  fatlier  being  a  twice 
loyal  servitor  of  the  Continental  army.  On  tlie 
paternal  side  of  his  house  Mr.  Monroe  is  Scotch. 

Our  subject's  sire  was  three  times  married  and 
he  was  the  father  of  a  large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  five  only  now  survive.  They  are:  Francis, 
Ehnira,  Abigail,  .Tames  and  Alexander.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  State.  His  education  was  of  the 
most  desultory  clmi'acter,  having  early  to  give  his 
time  and  attention  to  the  work  of  the  farm.  When 
only  ten  j'ears  of  age  he  was  bound  out  to  Judge 
Smith,  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and  remained 
with  him  until  he  reached  years  of  majority.  The 
slight  advantages  that  he  liad  in  an  educational 
way,  were  supplemented  by  study  in  the  winter 
evenings  by  the  light  of  the  open  fireplace. 

About  1 847  the  original  of  our  sketch  came  to 
Livingston  County,  Mich.,  and  resided  there  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  cleared  a  farm,  which 
he  improved  to  some  extent  but  gave  up  in  order  to 
remove  to  Ingham  County  and  in  1859  he  settled 
upon  the  place  where  he  at  present  resides,  luiving 
.trnjisfonued  it  from  its  original  wild  state  to  tliat 
of  the  most  finished  agricultural  work.  He  was 
married  October  25,  1850,  his  bride  being  Clmrlotte 
Smitli.  Slie  bore  him  two  children — Seldeu  and 
Dwight,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs, 
Charlotte  Moni-oe  departed  this  life  April  7,  1890, 
Fur  M)  many  yeare  tiie  sympathetic  and  tender 
companion  of  her  husband's  career,  a  great  void  has 
been  left  in  his  life  bv  her  decease. 

^r     M      «       tl      1     1      .o       d     w         f 
111  f  fi       1     d  tl   t  t[\       d 

It      I  HI      se      d        IwliCmns- 

hll         tl         Hi        to    tl       sat  f    t  f 

J  1 1       ts      A    R  I    H  1       pol  t      1 

•o        t  bj    t  i       tl     g     te  t  f    Ih 

tl     f  t         J       1      ty     f   tl        -o     t  \         d       th 

ec  t  f  th     1  t  d  Ij    1       1     t\ 

H  1       ress       and  i   bl      [     ted  1 

1  t.  d      11  tl   t      f     tl      d       t  gc     f 

d      i     I  1   I  -ospe   t>         I      d   t     t 

]   be  -al         1  I  w  bj    t     w  f 

d  1       1  f  !  f    tl      M  tl    d    t 

P    t    ta  tCI       1       MM  fi       tji        f 
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the  Wolverine  pioneer  and  is  greatly  respected  by 
all  who  know  Iiim.  We  take  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting liim  in  this  Ai.bi  m  to  the  notice  of  many 
wlio  know  and  liiglily  regard  liitn. 


i>^^^ 


■|ht>^     WILLIAM    DUNN    C'OOPEIt.      This 

||  jn  prominent  professional  man  of  Lansing, 
I^JJ^  Ingham  County,  liaviug  liis  office  at  No. 
218  youth  Washington  Street,  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Homeopathic  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  He  took  his  diploma  in  the 
Class  of  '83  and  for  awhile  followed  genera!  prac- 
tice, but  now  gives  his  special  attention  to  surgery, 
particularly  in  the  line  of  the  treatment  of  can- 
uers,  which  he  treats  both  siirgically  and  by  medi- 
cinal remedies  as  the  case  may  demand.  He  has 
iu^sociated  with  him  Mr.  J.  F.  Cooley. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Novem- 
ber 9,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  N.  and  Ella 
(Owen)  Coo|>er.  When  j'oung  the  parents  came 
to  Hillsdale,  this  State,  and  his  father,  who  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon  located  successively  in 
various  parts  of  the  State.  Tlie  young  man  de- 
cided to  follow  his  father's  profession  and  read 
medicine  with  him,  taking  his  lectures  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  from  which  he  was  graduated 
as  we  have  before  said. 

Tlie  young  doctor  located  fii'st  for  general  pi-ac- 
tice  at  Wayne,  this  State,  and  took  such  casea  as 
came  to  him,  yet  all  the  time  pursuing  his  special 
studies  in  surgery  and  perfecting  himself  in  that 
branch  of  the  healing  art,  following  up  his  i-e- 
searches  which  his  special  studies  at  the  univei'sily 
had  opened  up  to  him.  Immediately  after  his 
gi-aduation  he  had  served  as  assistant  to  the  Chair 
of  Obstetrics  and  gynecology  and  after  that  went 
to  Wayne.  His  exceptional  advantages  had  pre- 
pared him  for  his  life  work  and  two  years  later  he 
removed  to  Lansing  and  opened  his  office  here. 
Before  settling  down  to  work  he  took  a  vacation 
and  a  trip  to  the  South  which  refreshed  and  re-in- 
vigorated the  young  student  and  prepared  him  for 
the  hard  work  to  which  he  had  settled  for  life.  He 


is  having  excellent  success  with  his  special  cases 
and  is  building  up  a  growing  practice.  His  stand- 
ing in  the  profession  is  evinced  byhismembei-ship 
in  various  societies  of  repute,  as  he  lielongs  to  the 
International  Hahnemann  Society  and  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Homeopatliy  as  well  as  tlie  Stale 
LSociety. 

Dr.  E.  N.  Cooper,  the  father  of  our  subject,  wa.« 
bora  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  read  medicine  at 
Jackson,  Mich.,  taking  his  degree  in  Ann  Arbor. 
He  pui-sued  his  practice  through  life  and  up  to  tlic 
date  of  Ids  death,  which  took  place  in  Jackson,  h: 
1880.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  lie 
was  quite  young,  and  lie  has  only  one  sister — Kate 
— wife  of  Ula  Mead,  of  Battle  Creek.  Dr.  Coopei' 
stands  liigh  in  the  social  cireles  of  Lansing,  and  it 
is  the  hope  of  his  friends  that  before  long  he  will 
establish  a  home  here  by  choosing  a  companion 
whose  amiable  ti-aits  and  high  character  will  mati;h 
his  own  and  wliose  induence  will  add  still  more  to 
the  high  reputation  which  lie  bcai-s  among  liis  fel- 
low-citizens. 


JOHN  W.  SMALI.EY.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative and  successful  farmers  of  Ilajidy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  the  name  of 
John  W.  Smalley  may  well  appear,  as  liis 
small  and  well  cultivated  farm  of  fifty  acres  on 
section  21,  beare  every  mark  of  the  hand  of  a  pro- 
gressive and  systematic  farmer.  Mr.  Smalley  is  a 
Wolverine  by  birth,  liaving  entered  this  life  in 
Lodi,  Washtenaw  County,  in  1836.  Ills  parent? 
grew  up  and  were  married  in  the  Empire  Statt;, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  the  year  of  1835,  settling 
in  Washtenaw  County.  The  father,  David  Smalley 
here  engaged  in  fanning  and  having  a  fine  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  carried  jt  on  suc- 
cessfully until  death  ended  his  labore.  He  was  an 
influential  man  in  his  township  and  tilled  the  of- 
fices of  Supervisor  and  Treasurer  therein  with 
great  credit  to  himself  and  pi-ofit  to  the  citizens  of 
the  township.    His  excellent   wife,   who  bore  the 
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mairteu  name  of  Rebecca  McDugal,  was  born  in 
New  York  and  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
(ieorge,  John,  Mary  and  James.  Slic  is  still  living 
ill  Washtenaw  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  no  poliliciao,  yet 
was  deeply  intei-ested  in  public  affairs  and  voted 
tlie  Democratic  ticket.  He  was  a  sincere  and  earn- 
est Christian  and  a  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Sf^veiitli  Day  Baptists.  His  fanning'  operations 
were  unusually  successful  and  be  became  a  man  of 
wealth.  He  accomplished  much  serious  pioneer 
work  and  cleared  and  improved  a  large  ti-acf.  of 
land.  His  father,  Henry  Smalley  wasa  New  Jer- 
sey man  who  came  West  with  his  son  David  and 
remained  with  him  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  keenly  interested  in  politics  and  was  a  worker 
for  the  Democratic  party.  His  death  took  place 
fin  election  day  and  his  last  words  were  "how  goes 
the  election?"  He  had  been  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier and  felt  a  keen  intei-est  in  tJie  welfare  of  tlic 
country  he  had  helped  to  free  from  the  British 
rule. 

Tlie  boyhiH"!  <if  John  W  Smille\  wi  i  ass<  1 
upon  the  fitrm  ni  A^a-shttnaw  Counts  until  ht 
leached  the  age  of  fifteen  \tars  and  he  theie  took 
his  schooling.  He  then  with  his  biothei  lohn 
took  charge  of  the  old  homeBte^d  and  the\  worked 
it  together  for  six  yeai-s,  aftei  which  he  <.ame  tc 
Handy  Township  and  settled  upon  eighty  acies  c  I 
laud  where  lie  now  lives  This  was  in  18'i7  and 
since  that  time  he  hao  disposed  of  somt  thiit\ 
aeres  of  that  land.  He  has  cleared  off  his  faim 
and  placed  upon  it  good  sulwtantial  buildings  an<l 
ottier  fii-st  class  improvements 

Upon  Mr.  Smalley's  farm  one  ma>  always  iind 
an  excellent  grade  of  cittlc  ind  hoi-ses  He  pa^s 
es]>ecial  attention  to  Teise^  cattle  and  liii  sheep 
and  hogs  are  well-kept  and  of  good  bieeds  ^  an 
ous  township  offices  have  been  given  into  his 
hands  and  he  lias  executed  the  duties  ijei-taining 
to  them  with  judgment  and  success,  so  that  the 
residents  of  the  township  feel  gi'eat  confidence  in 
liis  practical  abiUty. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Smalley  is  more 
worthy  of  note  than  his  marritige  in  1856,  as  he 
was  then  united  with  Miss  Margaret  Boyland,  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  daughter  of 


Jacob  Boyland.  To  her  were  granted  three  chil- 
dren, and  two  of  tliem  ai-o  still  living.  The  oldest 
son,  David  W.  is  unmanied  but  William  H.,  was 
some  yeai-8  ago  united  with  Miss  Katie  Haveland 
of  Iosco  Township  and  lias  two  cliarming  children 
Guy  and  Myi'a.  Mre.  Margaret  Smalley  passed 
from  earth  in  1885  and  Mr.  Smalley  was  a  second 
time  married.  The  pi-esent  Mrs.  Smalley  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Hmma  Ziinmermah  and  she  was  a 
i-esideiit  of  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Zimmerman,  for  whom  she 
has  named  her  only  child,  Frederick.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  interested  in  all  movements  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  fanning  community  and  is 
an  active  memlier  of  the  Grange.  The  Democratic 
party  in  its  declarations  has  embodied  the  political 
principles  in  which  Mr.  Smalley  believes,  and  he 
casts  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  that  Ixxly. 


"^^-^HOMAS  \\U\  IDS  Vmin^'  tin  -idf  mide 
4^g\,  men  of  1  iMngston  County  none  deserve 
^^f  gienter  ciedit  than  the  subject  of  this 
notice  wlio  is  m  posseosion  of  a  comfoitable 
amount  ot  thisHoilds  goods  obtained  bi  bird 
liboi  and  good  management.  At  the  beginning, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  foi  himself  he  mide  it 
a  lule  to  live  within  his  infome  and  this  lesolve, 
closeH  followed  has  given  liim  an  independence 
than  which  theie  is  no  more  pkisant  feeling  in 
the  world  In  possessitn  of  i  fine  home  and  a 
splendid  fimily  together  with  the  resiwct  of  his 
fellow  men  he  siiielj  has  much  to  make  life  desir- 
able His  occupation  thiough  life  his  been  piiii- 
cip^llj  agiicultuie  and  he  has  made  his  own  way 
in  the  world  since  he  was  ten  yeai-s  old. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth Woulds,  were  natives  of  I^iucolnshire,  Eng- 
land, where  their  son  Thomas  was  born  November 
14,  1826.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
as  tiie  nearest  school  was  three  miles  distant,  his 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  and  he  is 
mainly  self-educated.  For  a  short  time  he  lived 
with    an    uncie,   and    at   the    age  of    thirteen   he 
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worked  out  on  a  faiin  for  i!4  i)0!'  yf-ii'-  WIumi 
he  was  of  age  he  entered  the  raili'oad  erajiloy. 
and  worked  on  a  railroad  for  nearly  two  years, 
thus  being  enabled  to  save  some  money.  In  the 
fall  of  1852  he  embarked  for  the  United  States, 
and  aft«r  a  monotonous  voyage  of  six  weeks  he 
arrived  at  the  harbor  of  New  York, 

Thenoc  Mr.  Woulds  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  ho  worked  on  a  farm  in  Wayne  County. 
The  year  18.54  marked  liis  arrival  in  Michigan, 
when  going  to  Pontiac  he  piu'chased  a  team  and 
went  to  Milford.  lie  remained  for  a  time,  work- 
ing for  Gov.  Bingham  on  a  farm  in  tJreen  Oak 
Township,  this  eounty.  On  June  28,  1854,  he 
I>onglit  a  farm  in  Brighton  Township,  on  scotion 
15,  and  I'emoviug  thei'eto  ho  commenced  the  work 
of  improvement.  In  1856  he  piircliased  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  where  lie  now  lives,  and  has 
since  devoted  liis  attention  Ttsiduoiial^  to  eieai 
ing  and  improving  tlic  place  embellishniif  it  with 
a  siilistantial'set  of  faim  buildingo  ind  makmg  it 
one  of  the  finest  estates  in  the  township 

Jn  the  fall  of  1852  about  four  weeks  betoie  he 
set  sail  for  America,  Mr.  Woulds  was  married  to 
Hannah  Abbott,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of 
England.  Tlieir  married  life  has  been  congenial, 
and  they  have  establislied  a  solid  reputation 
among  their  neighbors  for  their  sincere  hospitality 
and  kindly  manners.  Politically,  Mr.  Woulds  is  a 
Democrat,  altliougli  he  is  by  no  means  an  oftice 
seeker,  preferring  the  quiet  of  home  life  to  the  ex- 
citement of  official  duties.  He  now  owns  one 
liundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  well  cultivated, 
and,  with  its  various  buildings,  comprising  one  of 
the  best  homesteads  in  the  community. 


^^l^.#^:i^^" 


^^UGUSTUS  A.  HOWARD.     Tlie  main   lea- 
'^-1     tures   of    our   subject's  life  are  those  of 
III  111    many  another,  having  had  bnt  few  oppor- 
^  tunities  as  a  hoy.     His  educational  advan- 

tages, though  consisting  of  but  thi-ec  mouths  in 
each  year  and  such  odd  times  as  lie  could  be  spared 
from  the  duties  of  a  farm,  were  improved  as  far  as 


possible  and  in  later  years,  possessed  of  a  strong 
individuality  and  pe (■severance,  he,  by  reading  and 
investigation,  so  broadened  and  enlarged  his  earlier 
studies  as  to  Income  an  intelligent  student  of  the 
topics  of  the  day  as  well  as  a  wide-awake  business 
man, 

Augustus  A,  Howard,  who  has  one  of  tlie  largest 
and  most  popular  gi-ocery  and  cittckery  houses  in 
the  city  of  Miison,  Ingham  County,  was  lK»rn  in 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  January  30,  1826,  in  the  early 
days  of  the  pioneei-s  of  the  Maumee  Valley.  He 
is  the  eldest  son  of  llobert  A,  and  Priscilla  (Nelsen ) 
Howard,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  emigrat- 
ing to  the  Buckeye  State  as  eai-ly  as  1822.  Their 
son  was  reared  on  a  farm  acquiring  the  sturdy 
characteristics  of  the  early  settlers,  and  here,  also. 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  she  who  was  des- 
tined in  lat«r  years  to  share  with  him  the  burdens 
and  cares  of  life  was  reared.  As  children  and 
■)  oung  people  they  were  schoolmates  and,  when 
glowing  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  recognized 
in  eich  other  an  affinity  and  concluded  to  make 
the  jouiTiey  of  life  together.  They  were  married 
December  31,  1849,  at  which  time  the  groom  was 
about  twenty-four  years  of  age.  The  bride,  Sarah 
Anna  Graham,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  (Norton)  Graham,  and  was  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York  March  23,  1826.  Her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  her  father's  early  history  being 
surrounded  witli  a  halo  of  mystery  and  romance  oi' 
even  tragedy.  As  near  as  his  memory  would  per- 
mit, at  alK>ut  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  while  with 
his  younger  sister,  standing  on  the  dock  at  his  na- 
tive home  either  in  England  or  .Scotland,  he  was 
induced  by  the  Captain  to  go  on  hoard  a  vessel 
lying  near  at  hand.  The  vessel  was  soon  put  to 
sea  l>earing  the  stolen  child  whose  only  farewell 
was  the  tears  of  an  astonished  and  frightened  sister 
remaining  on  the  dock.  As  the  Captain  always 
treated  him  very  kindly,  requiring  no  work  from 
him  and  favoring  him  with  undue  attention  it  was 
the  conclusion  of  his  later  years  that  the  abduction 
was  the  plan  of  a  step-motlier  to  favor  the  proj)- 
ei-ty  interests  of  her  own  children. 

Missed  by  his  father,  the  latter  wrote  toa  brother 
residing  on  an  island,  the  name  of  which  has  l)een 
forgotten,  to  watch  passing  vessels,  find  the  boy 
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and  see  k»  his  safe  i-etuni  huiiie.  He  was  found, 
jjlaeed  in  care  of  a  friendly  captain  Uomewaid 
bound.  The  boat  was  captured  liy  the  Algermiis 
and  al!  on  board  taken  prison  era,  but  before  reach- 
ing land  they  were  sht[>- wrecked.  Tlie  lad  was 
picked  up,  taken  in  charge  liy  an  English  lady  on 
her  way  to  America  and  soon  landed  in  New  York. 

After  Mr.  Howard's  marriage  lie  remained  at  the 
old  homestead  assisting  at  the  fanii  for  about  two 
ycai-s  and  then  launched  into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Bryan,  Ohio,  opening  a  dry-goods  store  in 
|)ai-tnersliip  witli  a  brother.  He  was  thus  occupied 
for  about  three  years,  but  tlirougb  the  disasti-ous 
inlluence  of  what  is  known  as  "wildcat  specula- 
tion" they  lost  their  stock.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Butler,  Ind.,  tn  which  place  he  was  enji^iged  in 
various  branches  of  mercantile  business  for  about 
eight  years,  sometimes  on  salary  and  sometimes  in 
in  business  for  himself. 

In  1867  onr  subject  renioved  from  Butler  to 
Mason,  this  State,  wliere  he  became  engaged  in 
general  merchandise  with  .1.  I«' Isherwood,  wJiioli 
firm  continued  for  some  three  .years.  At  the  e.*;- 
})iration  of  that  time  they  sold  out  their  stock  and 
good-will  to  Horatio  l*ratt  and  Mr.  Howard  re- 
mained with  him  two  yeai-s.  The  four  siiceeeding 
years  he  si>cnt  ui  the  West,  nineteen  months  as 
aub-agent  at  Ft.  Randall.  Uak,,  serving  under  his 
brotlier  who  was  the  United  States  Indian  Agent 
to  the  Spotted  Tail  Sioux;  eighteen  months  on  the 
Noi-th  Platte,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Vt.  Laramie,  dur- 
ing the  Kitting  Bull  war  and  massacre  of  Gen. 
Custer  and  his  command,  and  the  balance  of  the 
time  assisting  in  the  removal  of  the  Ponca  Indians 
from  Dakota  to  Indian  TeiTitory. 

t)n  his  return  to  the  Central  States  our  subject 
again  came  to  Mason  and  launched  into  mei-cantile 
l)usineHS  associated  with  N.  A.  Dunning.  After 
dissolving  this  partnerehip  he  and  his  son  opened 
their  present  business  house  under  the  firm  name 
of  Howard  &  Son,  in  April,  188(1.  To  Mr.and  Mrs. 
Howard  were  bom  three  children,  two  of  whom 
aie  now  living,  A  son,  W.  E.,  was  Ijorn  April  11, 
18.52,  and  is  now  equal  partner  in  the  business  here 
cuiTied  on.  He  is  married,  his  wife  having  been 
in  her  maiden  da^'s  Alice  .1.  Wheelock,  bom  at  De 
Peystcr,  N.  V,,  in  18.54.     Their  mai-riage  was  cele- 


brated at  Panna,  Slich.,  in  April,  1880;  they  have 
two  children — M.  Bertha  and  Frances  A.  Mr. 
Howard's  youngest  child  is  Mary  Priscilla,  bom  in 
1860  .at  Butler,  Ind.  She  was  educated  at  Mason 
and  after  completing  the  regular  course  s|K.'nt  four 
years  in  teaching.  She  was  married  March  5, 1885, 
to  Dr.  S.  H.  Culver,  a  graduate  of  the  Regular 
Department  of  the  Univei-sity  _of  Michigan,  and 
who  has  acquired  a  large  pi-actice  at  Mason. 

The  original  of  our  sketcli  is  a  Republican  of 
the  Whig  style,  and  the  confidence  which  his  fel- 
low-townsmen repose  in  his  integrity  and  honor  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  most  important  positions  in  the  city,  as  City 
Collector  and  Treasurer,  He,  with  his  wife  and 
daughter,  are  members  of  the  Piesbyterian  Church, 
his  own  and  his  wife's  membership  dating  fram 
1857.  For  years  he  has  l>een  prominent  in  chnreh 
work,  having  lioeu  Eldi'v  since  18fi(l,  and  is  now 
Senior  KIdor  in  liu'  I'luiri-h  at  Ma-son. 


SAMl'EL  SKADAN.  It  is  gr.atifying  to  the 
historian  to  I'ecount  the  experiences  of  the 
early  pioneers  in  the  Wolverine  State, 
and  especially  to  tell  the  storj-  of 
those  who  are  still  remaining  in  our  midst, 
whose  life  woik  has  extended  over  most  of  wliat 
has  [)assed  in  the  present  century.  These  plain 
and  simple  annals  do  not  sound  the  trumpet  to 
announc«  great  and  world-famous  deeds  but  they 
recount  the  story  of  quiet,  unostentatious  lives 
which  have  been  made  emphatic  by  truth  and  jus- 
tice, industry  and  uprightness. 

The  pioneer  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  resides  on  section  13,  Ingham 
Township,  Ingham  County,  was  bom  in  Newberg, 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  November  28,  1808.  His 
honored  parents,  John  and  Christian  (Jayne  )Ska- 
dan,  natives  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island, 
respectively,  were  married  at  Florida,  Oi-ange 
County,  N.  Y,,  and  removed  in    1822  to  Cayuga 
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Cotinty,  wlKTt  tlifty  ^ettlort  in  Seunett  Township, 
not  far  from  Aiihuni.  TIere  the  father  [jassed  away 
attheage  of  tweuty-five  years,  on  March  9,  1824, 
and  his  widow  remained  upon  the  homestead  until 
she  reached  tlie  very  advanced  age  of  ninety-one 
years,  wlien  her  spirit  took  its  flight  to  itsheaventy 
home,  .Inly  4, 1868,  Besides  his  work  as  a  farmer, 
John  Skadan  liad  followed  the  vocation  of  a  wheel- 
right.  In  politics  he  followed  the  doctrines  of  l)e 
Witt  Clinton,  whose  career  as  Govei-nor  of  tlie 
Empire  State  lie  watched  with  great  pride. 

Thirteen  children  weretheniimher  that  gathered 
about  the  hearthstone  in  this  New  York  home,  and 
tticy  bore  the  names  of  Deney,  Robert,  William, 
Mary  A.,  Jane,  Fannie,  Samuel,  -Tane,  Kliza,  Cath- 
erine, Cliarles,  John  and  Kdmund.  Our  subject 
and  his  sistere  Jane  (the  yoimger),  and  Catherine 
are  the  Only  survivoi"S  of  tliis  numerous  flock. 
Until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  the  l>oy  re- 
mained in  Newberg  and  then  went  with  his  |>arent8 
to  Sennett,  Cayuga  County,  wliere  he  was  reared 
upon  the  farm  and  received  a  sound  common- 
school  education.  lie  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-flve  years,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  made  a  home  for  himself  upon  the  farm 
near  liis parents,  until  the  spring  of  1837,  when  he 
removed  to  Coshoct-on  County,  Ohio,  and  there  he 
lived  until  October,  1840,  when  he  removed  to 
Michigan. 

The  first  home  which  Mr.  Skadan  made  for  him- 
self in  this  State  was  situated  one-half  mile  south 
of  the  village  of  Dansville,  Ingham  County,  and 
there  he  partially  cleared  up  a  small  farm  which  in 
1844  he  exchanged  for  the  property  where  he  now 
resides,  and  which  has  been  his  home  since  that 
time  with  the  exception  of  four  ycai-s,  which  he 
spent  in  Mason,  the  c^uuty  seat,  at  the  time  when 
,  he  filled  the  ofticc  of  County  Treasurer.  His  firet 
purchase  comprised  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  seventy.  He 
foimd  this  land  a  wilderness  and  he  cleared  about 
one-half  of  it  in  his  early  life  here.  He  now  has 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  cleared  and  improved 
and  has  been  a  successful  and  judicious  farmer. 
His  flue  farm  and  good  improvements  testify  to  his 
skill  and  industry.  He  began  life  witli  nothing 
and  his  fifty-one  years  of  service  upon  the  same 


farm  have  left  their  mark  upon  both  the  community 
and  his  own  surroundings. 

Our  subject  has  been  for  many  years  a  leading 
man  in  his  township,  being  unusually  well-read  and 
well-informed  and  being  known  far  and  wide  as  a 
judicious  and  tlioughtful  man.  He  is  a  leader  in 
his  party  and  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for' 
Andrew  .lackson,  which  he  has  followed  up  by 
a  straight  Democratic  vote  ever  since.  At  an  early 
day  he  served  as  Constable  in  New  York,  and  has 
been  in  office  most  of  the  time  since  he  came  to 
came  to  Michigan.  For  twenty-five  yeai's  he  has 
Iwen  the  Township  Supei-visor,  and  in  1848  he  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  lugham  County,  and  after  a 
service  of  two  yeare  was  re-elected  in  1850.  He 
served  for  four  years  as  Coroner  of  fagham  County, 
and  almost  every  township  office  has  been  his.  He 
was  President  of  the  Ingham  County  Fire  Insurance 
CoiniKiny  for  ten  yeare  and  is  still  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  ordcL' 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  which  he  has  taken 
the  Master's  degree. 

Miss  Irena  Sheldon  a  native  of  Senuett,  Cayuga 
County,  N,  Y.,  became  Mrs.  Samuel  Skadan,  Janu- 
ary 9,  1832,  in  her  native  town.  She  was  born 
December  15,  1808,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Racliel  (Sheldon)  Sheldon,  both  natives  of 
New  England,  who  wei-e among  the  first  settlers  of 
Sennett  Township,  Cayuga  County.  To  Mr.  and 
Mi-s.  Skadan  were  born  three  children,  Juliette,  Lou- 
isa J.  and  Hiram  N.  The  mother  of  these  children 
pas-sed  from  earth  Mareh  8, 1848,  and  not  a  member 
of  her  father's  family  is  now  living. 

Mr.  Skadan  was  a  second  time  married,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1848,  to  Miss  Emeline  Sherman,  of  Ing- 
ham Township,  this  county.  She  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  bora  September  iJfi, 
1838,  being  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Ruth  (C'arr) 
Sherman,  both  natives  of  New  York.  One  child 
only  blessed  this  union — ,7ohn  W.,and  Mrs  Skadan 
passed  from  earth  March  4,  1850.  Mercy  C.  At- 
wood  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  present  Mrs. 
Skadan.  Her  union  with  our  subject  was  solemn- 
ized April  14,  1853,  in  Ingham  Township.  She  also 
is  a  native  oE  Cayuga  County,  where  she  was  born 
May  3,  1824,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Zenos  and  Hul- 
dah  Atwo(»d,  of  whom  our  readers  will  find  further 
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pai-tieulai-s  in  tlie  life  sketch  of  M.  M.  Atwoud, 
which  is  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  v<iliiinc. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birlli  of  llii-ee 
,])ildren.  VXnyd  V.  Samuel  F.  jind  .leniiie  r. 


ylLl.lAM  F.  HANSEN.  Tlie  eity  of  l^n- 
sing  is  well  provided  with  pbarmacies, 
i-anging  in  obftracter  from  tlie  dusty,  mys- 
terious looking  bottles  tlmt  are  arrayed  along  the 
shelves  and  give  the  small  interiors  a  close  and 
Kastern  odor,  to  the  handsome  stoi'es  witli  gi-eat 
[jlftte  glass  windows  in  which  are  displayed  in 
a  most  fascinating  order  the  choitest  products,  not 
only  of  the  chemist  and  pharmacist,  but  of  the 
manufafturer  and  fi-om  the  sea-beautiful  sponges, 
I  n  nshcs,  delicately  perfumed  powder,  toilet  articles 
■  if  all  descriptions  attract  the  attention  and  invite 
tlie  ]»nrchflser.  Then  there  is  the  soda  water  foun- 
tain— that  ever  present  and  necessary  accessory  to 
n  druggist's  outfit,  and  liehind,  stowed  away  in 
mysterious  corners  as  well  as  displayed  infascinat- 
itig  cut-glass  bottles  are  cordials  and  simples  and 
comijounds  from  which  the  most  skilled  medical 
[iractitionercan  have  his  prescriptions  filled.  Such 
a  place  is  the  establishment  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  skctcli,  and  whose  poi'- 
trait  appears  on  the  opposite  page. 

Mr.  Hansen  is  a  f4ennan  by  bii-th  and  ancestry, 
having  been  born  in  the  city  of  Hanover,  fiei-- 
many,  April  II,  I«60.  His  father  was  William 
Hansen,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  his  |«iter- 
nal  giandfathcr  was  Gottlieb  W.  Hansen,  who  was 
licirn  in  Schleswig,  and  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
his  city  in  Germany,  under  Frederick  William  dm- 
iugthe  War  of  1812.  He  was  in  the  battle  of, 
Waterloo  and  did  good  service.  For  twenty-eight 
yeai-s  he  was  connected  with  the  militiiry  eerviee  ■ 
in  (iermany.  Eight  years  prior  to  his  decease  he  ' 
retired  from  active  service  and  was  the  recipient  of 
a  pension.  His  death  took  place  at  his  headquar- 
ters in  Hanover.     His  family  was  of  Danisli  de- 

Oiir  subject';- father  was  a  sail-clotii  manufact- 


urer in  tiie  city  of  Hanover.  Jj>ter,  in  1870,  he 
organized  a  large  company  for  the  manufacture 
of  sail-cloth  hj-  machinery.  The  Arm  was  chartered 
under  the  name  of  the  Hanover  Sail  &  Sock  Man- 
iifaetui-ing  Company,  and  of  this  he  was  Secretary 
until  about  1877,  at  which  time  he  sold  his  inter- 
est. His  deatli  occurred  in  1882,  when  he  was 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  Personally,  he  was  of 
magnificent  physique,  being  finely  proportioned 
and  muscular,  although  light  and  active.  He  was 
a  gi-aduate  of  tlie  Royal  Gymnasium,  and  a  man  of 
superior  intelligence  and  education.  After  leaving 
the  gymnasium  he  entered  the  Business  College. 
For  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  he  was  identified 
with  the  Liilhemn  Church  work. 

t)iu  subject's  mother  was  before  licr  marriage 
Miss  Adelheid  Halm,  and  was  l>oi'n  in  Claustahal 
in  the  Hartz  M<mntains.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Col.  J.  W.  Halm,  a  native  <)f  the  same  place.  He 
was  an  assistant  superintendent  of  tlie  Claustahal 
mines  and  was  a  pi'actical  miner,  liaving  also  been 
a  graduate  of  the  Claustahal  Aeadem.y  of  Mining. 
He  ranked  as  ('olonel  in  the  military  de{)artment. 
When  Hanover  was  taken  by  the  Germans,  in 
1866,  Col.  Halm  was  jnit  on  a  pension.  He  died 
in  Hanover,  having  served  in  the  <iernian  Army 
as  a  Captain. 

Thi-eo  children  were  lioni  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject.  Albei-t  is  a  lieutenant  in  the  German 
Navy,  now  stationed  atKeihl;  08ear,a  twin  brother 
of  our  subject,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Gottingen 
Academy.  He  is  now  an  actoi',  devoting  himself 
to  the  delineation  of  tragedy  and  has  acquired  a 
liigh  reputation  in  the  chosen  art.  Our  subject, 
the  youngest  child,  was  reai'ed  in  Hanover  and 
gradnatied  from  the  Royal  Gymnasium,  in  1879, 
when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  opened  a 
drug  huge  in  Hanover,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
business  there  for  four  years.  In  1882,  lie  entered 
the  Univei-sity  at  Heidleburg,  and  was  a  student 
there  for  tfne  year,  enjoying  all  the  advantages  of- 
fered in  that  historic  old  university  city. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Hansen  left  his  native  land  and 
came  to  America,  setting  sail  from  Bremen,  No- 
veml>er  22,  on  the  steamer  "Sailer,"  There  wasa 
stormy  trip  which  lasted  twelve  daj-s,  and  the  port 
of    New    York  was   hailed    with    pleasure.     After 
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landing  in  tliis  country  oni  subject  made  a  tup 
through  New  Toik  and  then  came  on  to  Lansing 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  T)i  Hahn 
an  uncle  on  the  maternal  side  He  continued  with 
him  in  the  drug  business  foi  one  >  eai  and  the  next 
year  was  with  Noithrop  i.  Robeitson  of  "Noith 
Lansing.  In  !**»>  la  was  registeied  as  a  phaima 
cist,  after  which  he  went  ha<k  to  Mi  Halm  re 
maining  with  him  foi  one  >eir  the  following 
year  being  again  in  the  imping  of  !Noitlirop  &  Htb- 
ertson. 

In  Jfay,  1887  Mi  Hansen  went  to  Fuiope,  set- 
ting out  on  his  trans-Atlantic  trip  from  Quebec, 
taking  the  Allen  line  of  steatnere  to  l^iverpool. 
After  a  leisurely  trip  through  England  he  crossed 
through  Holland  and  Belgium,  then  proceeded 
through  France,  after  which  he  went  to  his  home 
in  Germany  and  there  remained  for  two  months. 
He  then  went  to  Moscow,  Russia,  wnere  liis  brotlier 
had  a  fourteen  days'  engagement  in  the  theatre. 
Thence  he  went  to  St.  Petersburg  with  him,  and 
from  there  he  returned  to  Germany  and  remained 
one  month,  returning  to  America  through  Austria, 
Bohemia,  through  Switzerland  to  the  borders  of 
Italy,  and  Beptember  22,  1887,  left  Bremen  for 
Baltimore,  and  on  his  way  to  Lansing  took  in 
Washington  and  cities  in  Maryland,  Virginia, 
Ohio  and  Michigan.  Mr.  Ilensen  speaks  German, 
English  and  iYench  fluently  and  is  thoroughly 
couvei'sant  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  these 
various  peoples  at  the  present  day. 

After  he  returned  from  Europe  our  subject 
served  as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  for  a  short  time. 
but  in  Maj',  1889,  purchased  the  stock  of  drugs 
from  Dr.  Hahn  and  continues  to  be  his  successor. 
He  has  refitted  the  store  and  increased  the  stock 
and  at  the  present  time  is  the  proprietor  of  one 
of  the  finest  pharmacies  in  the  city.  As  would  lie 
expected,  Mr,  Hanson's  sympathies  and  interests 
are  closely  connected  with  the  Michigan  Staals  Zei. 
tung,  being  a  stockholder  in  the  concern.  Ho  is  a 
memlier  of  the  company  owning  the  patent 
Wright  on  the  Rochester  Automatic  Lighting  | 
Company. 

Socially  our  subject  is  connected  with  several  ; 
societies.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or-  i 
der  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and   j 


the  Knightf.  of  Honoi  and  is  also  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Geiman  Aibietei  Society.  In  his  polit- 
cal  following  he  is  a  Democrat  Although  a  young 
man  ind  a  foieigner  Mr  Hensen  has  already  made 
himself  felt  m  the  lommunity  is  being  a  person  of 
sterling  worth  aud  high  intellectual  attainments. 
He  IS  populai  and  mui.h  liked  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  him  His  place  of  busi- 
ness l«  knonn  ns  the  [  ru  Phaiiniey,  so  called  l>e- 
(.au^  of  hi-j  si,,u  which  i--  i  lii^o  lion  i-ampaut. 


JAMES  R.  1>ART,  the    former   popular  ami 
efficient  Sheriff  of  Ingham  County,  Mich., 
and  a  resident  of  Webberville,  is  a  native  of 
^      St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  -where  he  was 

born  March  9,  1835.  His  ]>arents,  Alfred  and  Jane 
(Wright)  Dart,  were  l)oth  natives  of  New  York  and 
his  grandfather  Dart  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  and  received 
a  good  education  which  has  aided  him  to  be  well- 
informed  upon  all  general  topics.  Most  of  his 
youth  was  spent  upon  the  farm  although  he  was 
engaged  at  various  times  in  clerking  in  a  store.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  learned  the  millwright  trade 
in  McKean  County,  Pa.,  and  followed  that  business 
for  several  years,  after  whicli  he  took  up  lumbering 
for  quite  awhile. 

In  1 856  the  young  man  came  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  and  for  seven  years  followed  the  lumber 
business  in  Lansing,  after  which  lie  located  in 
Webei-ville  and  was  there  elected  Sheriff  of  Ingham 
County  in  the  fall  of  1877.  He  filled  this  office 
for  two  terms  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents and  then  returned  from  the  c-ounty  seat 
to  Webl>ei-ville  in  1881  and  has  since  made  that  Ills 
home.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  and  staves  and  for  awhile  was  in  the  mer- 
cantile business. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  occurred 
August  11,  1855,  brought  to  his  home  Orpha  P. 
Fisher,  who  was  bom  October  10, 1839,  in  McKcan 
County,  Pa.,  a  daughter  of  William  R,  aud  Briceus 
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(Farr)  Fisher.     Her    parents    were  from  Vermont 
find  Massachusetts,   i-espectively,   and    her  grand- 
father Fisher  was  one  of  the  lieiocs  of  1812.     IJe- 
foi'e  lier  marriage  she  had  spent  considerable  time 
in  teaching.     Tolierhave  been  born  four  children: 
Nellie  M,,  deceased;  Gertrude  U,,  wife  of  l>r.  A.  B. 
Campbell,  of  Mason,  Mich,;  RoHin  C.  and  Alfred  R. 
Mr,  Dart  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Masonic  society  at 
l,ansiug,  and  Knights  Templar,  and  also  witli  tlie 
Knights    of    Honor   at   Howell.     In    his    political 
views  and  actions  he  attiliates  witli  the  Republican 
party  and  is  a  wide  awake  and  public-spirited  man. 
His  excellent  farm  of  one   liundred  acres  is  well   : 
cndtivatedand  inaveryprodiictive  condition.   For   | 
nine  years  out  of  the  last  ten  he  has  served  as  Pres-   1 
ident  of  tlie  Village  Council  of  Wcbberville  and  is   '■ 
also  a  member  of  the  School  Board.     He  lias  fi-e-   i 
(jiiently  been  a  delegate  from  I.eroy  Township  to 
tlie  State  and  county  conventions  of  the  liepubli- 
can  party  and  is  a  leader  of  thought  and  action  in    j 
that  pnrty  as  well  as  in  social  life.  [ 


>^mii^«»mEim^-< 


JOSEPH  A.  RUSSF,LL,  one  of  the  old  set- 
I  tiers  and  sulratantial  farmers  of  Cohoctah 
I  Township,  Livingston  County,  was  bora  in 
^  '  the  town  of  Westmoreland,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  October  22,  1829.  His  worthy  parents  were 
John  and  Jerusha  (Adams)  Russell.  The  grand- 
father, Nathaniel  Russell,  was  a  farmer  and  a 
native  of  Maine,  who  reared  Ave  sons  and  six 
daughtci-s,  of  whom  three  became  pioneer  settlers 
in  New  York.  Our  subject's  father  was  bom  in 
Oxford  County,  Me.,  and  became  a  wagon-maker. 
While  still  a  young  man  he  came  to  Troy,  N,  Y., 
where  he  married,  after  which  he  made  his  home 
ill  Oneida  County,  whence  he  removed  to  Bridge- 
jiort,  Madison  County,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
July,  1844. 

John  Russell  rented  a  farm  in  Cohoctah  Town- 
ship for  four  years  and  later  pui-chased  one  hund- 
re<l  acres  on  section  27,  and  proceeded  to  improve 
it.     In  the  course  of  his  life  he  increased  his  es- 


tate five  fold  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  a 
farm  of  one  hundied  aires  Both  he  and  his  good 
wife  wete  active  membci-s  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Chuieh  and  in  his  political  views  he  was  in 
accord  with  the  Demociatic  part\  He  died  in 
June,  1860  being  then  sixty  j  ears  old  Only  two 
children  wete  boin  tr  thi'<  woithv  toupie,  and  the 
only  brothel  of  oui  -Juhject  whose  name  was  Jud- 
son,  died  at  the  age  of  twenti  twc  Tlie  mother 
of  our  subject  was  bom  m  Miiison  County,  N. 
Y,,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Trusdell)  Adams,  natives  of  New  York,  wiio  had 
a  family  of  seven  children. 

The  district  school  furnished  all  the  education 
which  was  offered  to  Joseph  Russell,  and  although 
he  had  not  a  liberal  schooling  he  has  made  such 
use  of  the  avenues  of  information  open  to  all  that 
he  is  well-infoi-med  on  general  topics.  He  has  bad 
his  way  to  make  in  life  since  he  was  fifteen  years 
old,  when  he  began  workingin  the  fisheries  at  Sagi- 
naw, beginning  work  at  eighteen  dollai-s  per 
month.  He  assisted  in  clearing  and  pui-chasing 
the  farm  which  his  father  bought  and  he  now  owns 
five  hundred  and  fifty  aci'cs,  most  of  which  is  tlie 
result  of  his  own  and  his  father's  unflagging  in- 
dustry. He  is  identified  witli  the  order  of  Msisonry 
in  which  he  is  a  prominent  member. 

Joseph  Russell  was  married  in  Octobei-,  1857,  to 
Harriet  Fisher,  who  was  born  in  Lyons,  Oakland 
Counly,  Mich.,  December  16,  1838, and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Polly  (Bnel)  Fisher,  of  Howell. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  pair, 
namely:  Albert,  who  died  in  infancy;  Burr,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Jennie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  months;  Frank  H.;  Lenna  A.,  who 
died  when  eighteen  years  old;  Mollie  E.  and  Mag- 
gie B.  (twins);  Joanna,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Wheeler  A,  and  Minnie  O.  Mollie  is  now  the  wife 
of  Fred  Chase.  For  many  years  our  subject 
has  been  Class-T.eader  in  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  liis  wife  is  also  an  active  worker 
therein. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Fislier,  the  parents  of  Mra.  Eus- 
seli,  came  to  Michigan  from  New  York  about  1835 
and  made  their  first  home  in  Oakland  County,  but 
came  to  Cohoctah  in  1843,  where  they  i-esided  until 
the  dejith  of  Mr.  Usher.     They  had  four  sons  and 
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four  (laughters.  Henry  and  Joseph  served  in  tlie 
army  during  the  Civil  War  and  the  latter  was 
taken  prisoner  and  was  never  heard  of  again,  Mr. 
Rnssell  is  a  liberal  and  broad-minded  man,  a  good 
citizen  and  neighbor,  and  lie  inherits  his  test 
([ualitieii  from  a  good  old  family. 


1^1  YRON  H.  C'ARPKNTKR,  one  of  the  old 
///  iW  ssttlsrs  vf  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  came 
§  *  to  this  city  in  18.54.  He  was  born  in  C'al- 
*  taraugns  County,  N.  Y.,  Fehriiary  2, 18.52, 

and  is  a  son  of  Seymour  and  Jane  (Hrown)  Car- 
penter, the  father  being  a  nativeof  New  Hampshire 
and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  IjRttT  they  removed 
to  Orleans  County  where  they  livod  until  thej' 
came  West,  following  their  son  here  in  1855.  The>' 
bought  property  six  miles  south  of  Lansing,  whieli 
they  cleared  and  cultivated  and  lierc  made  their 
home  until  their  death,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
They  left  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  (laughters, 
namely:  our  subject,  Henry  B.,  Dudley  O,,  James 
P.,  Olivia  J.,  and  Mrs.  M.  McT^aren,  of  Muskegon. 

Our  subject  finished  his  school  days  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  at  the  public  school  and  Albion 
Academy.  After  coming  West  he  carried  on  afai-m 
for  tliree  years  then  returned  to  New  York  and  stud- 
ied theology  with  the  Rev,  W,  B.  Cook,of  Church- 
ville,  and  was  fellowshiped  at  the  Chautauqua 
•  Association  in  1860.  He  cast  his  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln  for  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
next  day  i^moved  to  Bloomfield  where  he  took 
chat^e  of  his  first  parish  and  remained  until  1862, 
when  lie  returned  to  l.«nsing  and  shortly  after 
settled  at  Concord,  Jackson  County,  this  State, 
where  he  remained  for  two  years,  and  then  went  to 
Barry  County,' where  for  two  years  he  was  engaged 
in  missionary  work.  After  this  he  again  sought 
secxilai-  employment  going  into  the  abstract  ofHt« 
and  the  office  of  Registrar  of  Deeds  at  Hastings. 

Eight  months  later  Mr.  Carjienter  returned  to 
I^nsing  and  entered  the  Auditor  General's  oftiee 


where  he  remained  as  clerk  until  December  31, 
1890,  notwithstanding  all  the  changes  of  adminiti- 
tration.  He  has  never  (completely  severed  his 
connection  with  the  ministry  but  now  only  attends 
funerals  and  discharges  ministerial  duties  on 
special  occasions.  ^Vhen  he  first  came  here  he  found 
that  there  were  no  religious  services  being  carried 
on  and  he  did  two  years'  fi'ee  work  and  re-organ- 
ized the  s<wiety  of  which  he  has  been  a  Trustee 
ever  since,  and  President  of  the  IJoardmost  of  the 
time. 

For  six  years  he  has  been  an  Alderman  and  for 
four  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
He  belongs  to  tlie  Masonic  order  and  was  at  one 
time  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  now 
Iwlongs  to  the  Industrial  society.  Upon  Mareh  29, 
18.57  he  was  unite<J  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
T.  Cook,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Cook  of 
Cliuvchville,  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Willnim  S.,Oraee  L.,  and  M.  Harry, 


ijU-^Ufilt  SWARTIIOUT  is  one  of  the  most 
iTjll  successful  faiTuers  in  Meridian  Township, 
il^g^  Ingham  County.  He  owns  a  very  attiac- 
(^j)  tive  and  productive  tract  on  sections  1  and 
2,  of  the  above  mentioned  township.  The  family 
of  which  Mr.  Swarthout  is  a  worthy  representative 
is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  great-grandfather  having 
come  from  Holland  in  an  early  day.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  April  11,  1829.  His  father,  William 
Swai'tJiout,  was  a  native  of  (grange  County,  N.  Y., 
in  which  place  he  was  bom  in  1796. 

When  Hugh  Swarthout  was  six  yeai-s  old  his 
father  moved  into  Clinton  County,  this  State,  and 
settled  in  Victor  Township  in  1837.  At  that  time 
there  were  only  two  other  houses  in  the  county, 
the  families  being  those  of  Scott  and  Comjmu, 
the  first  named  gentleman  owning  the  land 
whereon  l>eWitt  is  now  located.  He  did  not  live 
here  long,  biit  moved  into  another  township.  In 
V838  he  bonght  a  three  hundred  and  twenty  aci-e 
tract  of  land  of  William  Thompson,  a    brotlier-in- 
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law  of  ex-Goveraoi-  Maroy,  of  New  York,  and  a 
former  neighbor  of  our  subject's  father  in  the 
Kmpire  State.  This  tmct  was  cleared  tlj),  and  is 
now  one  of  tJie  most  vahiablc  fai'imn  iii  Clinton 
County.  Tlie  old  gentleman  died  in  lii»  eighty- 
^ooiid  j-ear.  llie  maiden  name  of  his  wife  and 
of  our  subject's  mother  was  Ifetsy  Willett,  wlio 
was  born  in  PennB.ylvania  in  17^8.  She  died  in 
(■linton  County,  this  State,  in  1878. 

The  first  twenty-three  yeai-s  of  our  subject'e  life 
were  spent  at  home  in  doing  fai-m  work.  His  ed- 
ucation was  gained  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
vicinity,  save  one  winter,  which  was  spent  in  tlio 
Owosso  school.  After  his  twenty-third  year  lie 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
A'ictor  Township,  where  he  sijent  fifteen  yeai^, 
and  then  pnrchased  the  adjoining  ti-aet  in  Shia- 
wassee County,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  acres,  where  he  remained  until  1884. 

Mr.  Swarthout  was  married  January  4,  1852,  to 
Miss  Maria  Johnson,  of  Shiawassee  County.  She 
was  a  teacher  before  lier  marriage,  and  her  experi- 
ence in  this  direction,  covering  several  yeai-s,  was 
most  hapjjy.  She  not  only  gained  the  love  of  her 
liiipils,  but  was  a  fine  disciplinari.tn,  and  had  the 
faculty  of  arousing  the  perceptions  of  her  pupils. 
P'our  children  were  bom  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife.  They  are  Sarali,  who  was  born  March  16, 
1854;  she  is  still  at  home;  Cai-rie,  born  March  2ii, 
1863,  was  a  student  at  the  Lansing  High  School 
for  one  yeai',  and  is  now  eiigaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
store  in  I^aingsburg;  William  K.,  boi'u  November 
■29,  1865,  married  Clara  North,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Arthur  North;  he  is  a  farmer  and  nierehant  in 
S'juth  Dakota;  Belle,  born  ^ipril  27,  1867,  is  still 
at  home;  she  received  her  education  at  Jyaingshuig 
and  at  the  State  Normal  at  Ypsilanti.  Mrs.  . 
Swarthout  died  in  187(1,  and  her  family  will  never 
eoase  to  feel  the  void  left  by  her  decease.  The 
family  ai-e  all  membera  of  the  Metliodist  Kpiscoi)al 
Church,  and  are  attendants  at  (Jkemos. 

Politicallj',  Mr.  Swartliout  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  not,  however,  so  wedded  to  party  hut  tliat  he 
telieves  the  "best  man  "  is  the  one  for  local  oflice. 
While  living  in  Clinton  County  he  was  Highway 
Commissioner  of  his  township,  and  Director  of  his 
school   district  (or  twenty  yeai-s.     Our  subject's 


grandfatliei',  Ralpji  Swarthout,  was  a  native  of 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.  When  he  was  eighteen 
yeai-H  old  he  entei-ed  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Revolution,  and  was  engaged  iu'a  militai'y  way 
for  two  years.  lie  served  as  teamster  in  Washing- 
ton's army,  and  one  winter  he  took  several  of  the 
Oenei-al's  hoi-ses  to  his  New  York  home  and  cared 
for  them  until  the  next  spring,  'llie  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  farmer  of  more  than  average 
int«lligeuee,  and  his  family  is  numbered  among 
the  best  in  Meridian. 


|>-^^^ 


UOF.  WILLIAM  F.  DLRAND  was  born  in 
,  Beacon  Falls,  Conn.,  March  5,  I8r»9.  His 
father,  William  L.  Durand,  wtis  a  native  of 
]>erby,  Conn.,  and  was  bom  in  1814,  His 
motJier's  maiden  name  was  Miss  Ruth  Coe,  a  nativo 
of  Bethany,  Conn,,  and  there  born  in  1816,  Prof. 
Durand  belongs  to  a  family  whose  calling  has  been 
for  many  yeai-s  that  of  an  agriculturist,  his  father 
having  l>een  a  farmer,  as  was  also  his  grandfather, 
David  Durand.  One  who  has  been  to  France  will 
not  fail  to  recognize  the  French  origin  of  the  fam- 
ily from  its  name,  which  is  very  frequently  met 
witli  in  that  country,  and,  indeed,  some  five  or  six 
generations  ago  a  number  of  the  Durand  family 
came  from  "I,a  Belle  France,"  one  branch  settling 
in  (.'onuecticut,  from  which  sprang  the  subject  of 
our  sketch. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  i-em<jved  t<i  Derby, 
Conn.,  when  one  year  old  and  there  lived  until  he 
was  seventeen  yeai-s  of  age,  attending  the  district 
school  initil  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  then 
entering  the  Birmingham  High  School,  where  he 
remained  three  years.  After  that  he  entered  the 
United  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Md,, 
entering  the  Academy  after  a  rigid  examination. 
Remaining  in  this  institution  for  four  j'eai-s,  he 
graduated  .with  the  class  of  1880,  No.  2  in  his  class, 
and  almost  immediately  afterward  went  on  a  three 
years'  cr\use  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  Central 
American  waters,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
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ordered  to  duty  in  the  Engineering  Huieau  of  tlie 
Navy  Deitartment,  where  lie  sjient  tliree  months. 

After  completing  the  requirements  of  the  eom- 
lui^ioii  above  mentioned,  our  subject  was  ordered 
to  Ijifayette  College,  Pa.,  on  special  duty  as  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Steam  Engineer- 
ing. He  was  retained  in  this  capacity  for  a  period 
of  two  yeai-s.  While  at  this  institute  he  took  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  PhilOBOphy,  having  pursued  a 
eoui'se  of  study  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties.  The  subject  of  his  thesis  was 
"Graphical  Methods  of  Treating  the  Mathematical 
Theory  of  Light."  He  was  soon  after  ordered  to 
special  duty  at  the  Morgan  Ii-on  Works  for  con- 
structing engines  for  naval  ships.  This  experience 
laste<t  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
lie  was  again  ordered  to  sea  on  a  cruise  of  a  year's 
duration. 

jit  the  termination  of  the  hist-mentioned  cruise 
I'rof,  Uiirand  was  ordered  to  si>ecial  duty  at  the 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  there  being  Assistant  Professor  of  Meclianics 
and  Engineering.  He  was  at  Worcester  for  three 
months  and  was  then  offered  the  position  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Mechanics  and  Snpei-in  ten  dent  of  .SliOi>s 
in  the  Michigan  Agricultiu-al  C'ollege,  located  at 
Lansing.  Tliis  he  accepted  and  resigned  his  posi- 
tion in  the  Navy. 

Our  subject  was  very  happily  married  October 
23,  lySS,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Kneen,  of  Hhelton, 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Kneen,  a  manufac- 
turer in  that  place.  From  this  union  one  child  has 
been  born,  William  ]j.  Durand,  .Ir,,  a  bright  lad  now 
six  years  old.  Prof.  Durand  has  l>een  connected 
witli  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  for  four 
yeai's.  During  this  time  his  departmenthas  attained 
an  enviable  position.  The  prosperity  of  the  de- 
partment is  all  that  could  be  desired  and  it  is  now 
the  cause  of  deep  regret  among  the  students  and 
friends  of  the  college  that  the  institution  is  to  lose 
his  furtlier  service.  He  lias  but  lately  resigned  in 
order  to  accept  a  more  desirable  position  at  Cornell 
University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  as  Professor  of  Marine 
Engineering  and  Naval  Arcliitecture,  and  will  take 
up  his  new  duties  during  the  coming  fall. 

A  thoroughly  practical  man,  an  enthusiastic 
teaclier  and  worker,  a  perfect  gentleman  in  all  his 


rektions,  it  is  not  surprising  tliat  Prof.  Dui-and  lias 
become  so  popular  with  the  students  and  graduates 
of  the  college.  He  has  contributed  frequently  to 
the  best  class  of  technical  and  scientific  journals, 
and  as  he  possesses  superior  talents  in  his  chosen 
Held  of  labor,  there  is  no  doubt  tliat  the  scientific 
world  will  hear  more  of  him  in  the  future.  He  has 
the  bestwishesof  his  friends  and  students  in  going 
to  the  new  position  which  he  has  accepted. 


•S^  PUKAIM  J.  HARDY.  The  Gi-een  Mountain 
Ip^  State  has  always  been  noted  for  turning  out 
/lii -^  splendid  specimens  of  men,  men  whose 
hardy,  physical  characteristics  coirespond  to  their 
sterling  worth,  patient  industry  and  keen  insight 
into  business.  Such  men  have  proved  of  gi'eatest 
value  in  the  enterprises  of  the  newer  States,  where 
they  were  sorely  needed,  and  where  their  work  and 
their  ehai'acters  have  pushed  forward  wonderfully 
the  development  of  these  more  modern  common- 
wealths. 

Among  these  sons  of  Vermont  we  may  mention 
Mr.  Hardy,  whose  beautiful  home  is  located  on  sec- 
tions 23  and  26,  Osceola  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  whose  birth  took  place  in  Hndbury, 
Rutland  County,  Vt,  April  2,  1817.  His  fathei-, 
Ephraim  Hardy,  was  bom  in  Massachusetts,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  removed  when 
a  young  man  to  Vermont  and  was  there  united  in 
marriage,  in  1807,  with  Clarissa  Jennings,  a  native 
of  Rutland  County.  This  lady  had  beeo  left  an 
orphan  when  a  little  child  and  had  her  training 
and  education  under  the  kind  hand  of  an  uncle, 
Ira  Jennings.  The  flret  married  home  of  this 
couple  was  in  Sudbury  Township,  Rutland  County, 
and  there  they  remained  until  1835,  when  they 
made  Michigan  their  final  home,  locating  in  Oce- 
ola  Township,  this  county.  In  1838  the  father 
passed  from  eai-th  upon  the  place  where  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  He  was  a  strong  anti-Mason 
after  the  scandal  connected  with  the  disappearance 
of  Mr.  Morgan.  Two  daughters  and  four  sons 
made  up  the  number  of  his  children,  of  whom  our 
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subject  is  the  only  one  now  living,  and  all  but  one 
are  biii'led  in  the  Oceola  cemetery.  Tlie  family  is 
.  of  English  descent. 

Having  been  reared  in  liis  father's  home,  he  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  Sndbury  Townsiiip, 
Rutland  County,  Vt.,  and  remained  at  home  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  assisting  in  cleaving  up  the 
place.  Ho  carae  witli  his  father  to  Michigjin  in 
1 835  and  lielped  to  cut  the  logs  and  erect  them 
into  ft  log  house  for  tlie  family.  This  lesidence, 
wliieli  measured  only  18x24  feet  on  the  ground, 
was  considered  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the  town- 
ship, as  there  were  then  but  tliree  families  i-esiding 
within  its  bounds. 

Mr.  Hardy  has  been  three  times  married,  his  flrat 
union  being  with  Harriet  llaines  and  the  day  of 
their  marriage  being  December  22,  1841.     She  was 
the  mother  of  seven  eluldien,  of  whom  only  two  , 
are  now  living,  the  eldest  being  Ephraim  Wilson,   | 
who  was  bom   in  Oceola  Township,  February  20,   i 
1848,  and  is  now  in   partnership  with  his  father  i 
ui)on  the  farm  and  serving  as  Supervisor  of  the   : 
Township.     He  married  in  March,  1870,  Alta  Crit-   i 
tenden  and  their  four  children  are:  RoyalC, How- 
ard E.,  Lena  B.  and  Velna  A.;  the  other  cliild  of   ■ 
this  marriage  is  Clarissa,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel   , 
Kelley,    residing    in     Livingston     County,      Her 
mother  passed  from  earth  in  1859. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with  Re- 
becca Haines,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Hardy's  brothpL'. 
She  died  January  2f),  1876,  and  Mr.  Hardy  was 
again  mariied  in  1878  to  Mrs.  Esther  P.  Miirray, 
widow  of  James  P.  Mnri-ay.  Her  married  life  ex- 
tended over  ten  years,  as  she  died  March  11,  1888. 
After  Mr,  Hardy's  fii'st  marriage  he  made  liis  home 
in  a  little  log  house  which  stood  across  the  road 
from  liis  present  residence.  At  one  time  he  owned 
nearly  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Oceola 
Township,  but  he  has  divided  up  much  of  it  among 
liis  children.  He  and  his  son  now  have  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  acres  of  finely  improved  laud, 
comprising  a  stock-farm  which  is  known  as  the  Fair- 
view  Stock  Farm.  Upon  this  place  there  are  eleven 
liay  and  grain  barns,  besides  tool-houses,  stock  ' 
harns  and  all  things  necessary  to  making  up  a  first- 
class  farm. 

It  was  in  1838  that  Mr.  Hardy  began  dealing  in    ! 


and  feeding  line  wool  sheep,  beginning  with  a  herd 
of  tlie  best  gi'ade  of  slieep  obtainable  at  that  time. 
With  very  little  exception  lie  has  bred  nothing  but 
the  Spanish  Merinoes  and  some  times  has  as  many 
as  seven  hundred  in  his  ttoek.  Premiums  have  of- 
ten been  awaitled  to  his  sheep  wherever  they  are 
exhibited.  In  1874  he  began  dealing  in  Hhorthoim 
eattle  and  has  some  vei-y  fine  specimens  upon  his 

Since  1864  this  gentleman  has  been  a  stanch 
Republican  and  lias  held  oillces  in  both  township 
and  county.  In  1861  he  was  apiwinted  Postmas- 
ter at  Oceola  Center,  which  olHce  he  held  for 
twenty-six  and  one-half  years.  For  many  years  he 
was  Commissioner  of  Highways  and  assisted  in  lay- 
ing out  most  of  the  roads  in  this  township.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  lioard  of  Directors  of  the 
Livingston  (.'ounty  Agrieultui-al  Society,  and  for 
many  years  was  IVesident  of  the  same.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Livingston  County 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  t'ompany,  and  for  eight 
years  was  its  President.  His  long  i-esidenee  in  the 
county  has  l)rought  him  prominently  into  connec- 
tion with  every  movement  whicih  has  proved  of 
value  to  the  people  of  this  region,  and  as  his 
father's  house  was  one  of  the  fii«t  ei-ected  in  the 
townsliip,  his  acquaintance  with  the  people  is  a  broad 
one  and  has  existed  for  many  _years. 


(.p>i  ANIEL  R.  SHERMAN,  M.  D.  is  one  of  the 
Jl  J)  prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
l^ansing,  Ingham  C'ouuty,  where  he  lias 
practiced  since  Apiil  15,  1880,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  popular  pi-aetitioners  in  the  city. 
Having  alt  he  could  do  with  office  practice  in  tlie 
beginning  of  188il,  lie  ceased  riding  and  nowfat- 
tends  only  to  those  jjatients  who  come  to  him.  His 
office  is  located  in  the  principal  [jart  of  the  business 
portion  of  the  city,  at  105  Ottawa  Street,  where  he 
has  been  for  nine  years.  His  I'esidence  is  located 
at  312  Seymour  Street,  and  is  a  place  worthy  of  its 
location,  which  is  in  the  finest  part  of  the  city.  Dr. 
Sherman  was  bom  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  July 
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28,  1848,  fuifi  is  a  son  of  Gilbert  and  Hannah  M. 
(Rowley)  Sherman.  When  their  son  was  but  seven 
years  old,  the  parents  removed  to  Noble  County, 
Indiana.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  millwright 
by  trade  and  was  so  occnpied  in  Indiana.  Our 
subject  there  received  his  literary  education,  and 
wlien  a  mere  boy  in  years,  enlisted  in  the  First 
Illinois  Artillery  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  His 
enlistment  was  made  November  8,  1861,  at  I't.  Holt, 
]Cy.,and  he  was  sent  to  join  tlie  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, which  was  at  that  time  stationed  at  Ft.  Henry, 
where  he,  with  his  i-egiment  was  engaged  in  battle, 
also  at  Ft.  Donaldson,  and  was  surrounded  by  the 
terrible  c-arnage  of  battle  at  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Vicks- 
biirg  and  Atlanta,  names  that  are  all  svnonymoiis 
with  that  which  is  most  terrible  in  warfare.  He 
was  also  present  at  the  seige  of  Atlanta. 

Discharged  at  the  expiration  of  liis  time,  liaving 
seived  for  thi'ee  years,  Mr.  Sherman  returned  to 
Noble  County,  whei-e  his  imrents  still  lived,   and 
engaged  in  farming.     In  1867  the  i>arents  accom- 
panied our  subject  to  Jj»wrence  County,  Mo.,  where 
tlie  young  man  engaged   in   milling.    Here  the 
inotlier  died.    The  father  stilt  lives,  his  residence 
being  in  Coldwater,  Mich.     He  has   attained  tlie 
almost  patriarcliial  age  of    seventy-eight    years. 
Our  subject  successfully  pui-sned  the  calling  of  mill- 
ing until  1871,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Cold- 
water,  Mich. 4  where  he  engaged   in   the  grocery 
business  for  one  year.     In  1873,  he  built  what  is  \ 
known     as    the   Brutus   House,   midway   l>etween    1 
Petoskey  and  Sheboygan,  and  established  the  post-   : 
ottice  at  Brutus,  being  ap]K>inted    the    (it«t  Post-    ■ 
master  of  that  place,  his  installation   taking  place   • 
imder  President  Hayes,  and  this  position   he  con- 
tinued to  hold  as  long  as  he    remaijied  there,     lie    ' 
also  l»uilt  the  mill  at  Constantine  in  1876  for  Lantz 
Brown. 

Dr.  Sherman  had  early  acquired  a  predilection 
for  the  pj'Ofession  of  medicine  and  during  the 
years  in  which  he  was  actively  engaged  in  business 
life,  iie  did  not  lose  sight  of  his  resolution  to  some 
day  be  a  physician  and  was  constantly  engaged  in 
the  reading  of  medical  works,  so  that  he  had  a  very 
good  knowledge  of  his  profession,  even  before  tak- 
ing the  college  coui-se.-  He  went  to  Chicago  to  be- 
gin his  practice,  opening   an    office    at    170  State    | 


Street,  shortly  afterward  commencing  to  atte(\d 
lectures  at  the  Bennett  Medical  College.  He  pur- 
sued his  coui-se  to  such  purpose  that  he  graduated 
with  honoi-sin  the  class  of  1880,  and  then  returned 
to  this  city  to  pursue  the  practice  of  liis  profession. 
Our  subject  was  flrst  married  in  Noble  County, 
lud.  to  Sarah  Koontz,  of  Kendallville,  Ind.  At  her 
death  she  left  three  ciiildren  to  moinn  their  mother- 
less state.  Julia  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Baiiios. 
Gilbert  L.  is  a  student  at  Worcester,  Ohio,  where 
he  is  preparing  for  the  ministry,  Fi-anklin  J.  is 
occupied  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery.  Dr.  Sherman  was 
a  second  time  married,  his  bride  being  Emily  ,T, 
Currier,  of  Coldwater.  With  her  he  lived  most 
happily,  she  adding  to  his  domestic  life  all  that  he 
finds  wanting  in  his  professional  cai-eer.  Socially 
oiu'  suiiject  has  many  demands  upon  his  time,  lie 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, belongs  to  the  Grand  Ai-my  of  the  Republic, 
and  is  a  Knight  of  Labor,  in  which  he  was  a  Mas- 
ter Workman.  In  the  Hi'st  named  order  he  was  the 
tii-st  Noble  Grand  of  Bronson  and  also  Petoskey 
I>odge.  He  is  now  connected  with  the  State  P^clec- 
tic  Medical  Society,  and  is  abn>ad  and  progressive 
man  in  his  theories  regai'ding  the  healing  art. 
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Sr^.irPUS  .J.  NKAL,  a  farmer  of  Leroy  Town- 
jMf^  ship,  Ingham  County,  is  a  native  of  Onon- 
J^  \\\  daga  County,  N,  Y.,  and  was  born  February 
^^  13,  1825.  He  is  ason  of  Jamesand  Fannie 
(Cogswell)  Neal,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  county,  and  early  engaged  in  farming.  A 
common-school  education  was  all  that  was  gi'anted 
liim  and  he  is  mainly  self  educated.  His  flrst  mar- 
riage took  place  October  17,  1844,  in  New  York, 
his  bride  being  Dorpha  Brownell.  Four  of  his 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Rufus  M.;  Mary, 
Mrs.  Gorsline;  Augusta,  deceased;  Betsey,  wife  of 
Hiram  Bix,  Jr.;  and  Frances,  Mrs.  Ci-andall.  After 
the  death  of  their  mother  our  subject  was  married, 
-January  2,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Wade,  of  Gratiot 
County,  this  State. 
Mr.  Neal  emigrated  in  1852  to  Ingham  County, 
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Mich.,  and  there  settled  in  Leroy  Township,  lie 
enlisted  August  20,  1862,  in  Comijanj  E,  Seventh 
Michigan  Cavalry,  being  under  llie  eommatid  of 
(Jen.  Custer.  He  (jaw  the  smoke  of  battle  in  the 
conflicts  of  Gettysburg,  the  WilderneMS,  Spottsyl- 
vania  Court  Uonsc,  Harper's  Feny  and  Five  Points, 
and  was  present  at  the  siin-ender  of  Hthi.  I^e. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discliai'ge  December 
15,  1865,  he  returned  to  Mich:gan  and  soon  set- 
tled on  the  fai-m  upon  wliich  he  now  lives  in  Leroy 
I'ownship,  where  he  owns  eiglity  acres  of  land. 

This  public-spirited  gentleman  has  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Leroy  Township  for  two  years  and  is 
a  liepublican  in  politics.  His  war  record  entitles 
him  to  receive  a  pension  and  the  Government  pays 
him  t8  per  month.  After  Lee's  surreitder  he  was 
one  of  those  who  were  sent  to  the  Kooky  Mountain 
region  and  did  some  desperate  flghtiiig  with  the 
Indians  in  Colorado.  His  rec»rd,  botli  civil  and 
military  is,  replete  with  honor,  and  iiis  sucuesn  is 
well  deserved. 


JWOIIN  lIlMMELliKKGEll  is  a  farmer  and 
sto<k-raiser  residing  on  section  3,  Delhi 
lownsliip,  Ingham  County,  where  ho  owns 
one  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  He  woi'ks 
iltogethei  about  two  hundred  acres,  pai't  of  whicli 
1-1  in  another  township.  Mr.  Himmell)erger  waj:- 
bom  m  I'enn  sylvan  la,  February  1,  1850.  He  is  a 
son  of  Moses  and  Kebecca  (Clapp)  llimnielberger, 
natives  of  Berks  County,  Pa,  When  our  subject 
was  about  five  years  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Champaign  County,  Ohio,  and  there  lived  for 
about  four  years.  Thence  they  removed  U>  San- 
dusky County,  same  State,  and  then  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1866,  purehasing  the  laud  whereon 
our  subject  now  lives.  He  was  then  about  sixteen 
yeare  of  age. 

Mr,  Ilimmelberger  was  debarred  tlie  privileges 
of  school  advantages  after  coming  to  Michigan, 
but  had  already  laid  the  foundation  of  a  good  ed- 
ucation, to  which  he  has  added  iiy  systematic  read- 


ing since.  He  was  married  December  25,  1871,  to 
Miss  Maria  Wiegman,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Margai'et  (Diehl)  Wiegman,  natives  of  Germanj-. 
Our  subject's  wife  was  born  January  25,  1850,  in 
Sandusky,  Oliio,  Her  jjarents,  who  reside  near  lier 
came  to  Michigan  in  1864.  They  now  live  on 
sections  9  and  4,  where  the  father  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

After  Ml-.  II imniel forger's  marriage  the  couple 
lived  in  Alaiedon  Township,  some  sixteen  years 
and  tliere  his  children,  five  in  number,  were  all 
bom.  They  are  by  name  Emanuel  J.,  boni  .lan- 
uary24,  1872;  William  A.,  November  12,1875; 
Mary  A.,  February  25,  1880;  Bertha  A.,  January 
27,  1883,  aud  Levi  It.,  January  19,  1888.  Our 
subject  has  thus  far  given  his  children  good  edu- 
cational advantages  and  intends  to" give  to  each  as 
much  as  he  or  she  will  take. 

The  ori^ual  of  our  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  liis 
l)olitieal  following.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Hcr- 
nw,  (Jreeley.  He  has  been  Highway  Commissioner 
and  Treasurer  in  Alaiedon  Township  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  in  his  present  location,  he  has  l>een 
Supei'visor,  first  by  appointment  and  then  b^'  elec- 

Mr.  Ilimmelberger 's  lund  is  all  in  a  state  of  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  He  is  an  active,  wide-awake 
citizen  and  both  he  and  liis  wife  are  members  of 
Ijie  Methodist  Episco})al  Chureh,  in  which  lie  is  a 
Stew.ii'd.  He  Ijikes  an  active  interest  in  tlie 
develojjiiiciit  (if   lliu   best    fcitluics  uf  tlie  commu- 


|r%jEV.  WINFIELI)  S.  SLY  is  the  founder 
jLiij  and  general  nmi)ager  of  the  Itocky  Beach 
Ji'*  Benevolent  Association,  which  institution 
"^5)  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing 
and  placing  orphaned  and  indigent  children  in 
private  homes.  This  society  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan  in  1888, 
with  our  subject,  a  resident  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  as 
President.  Dr.  Slenon,  of  Jackson,  was  Vice- 
l*rosident,  and  W.  S.  Moore,  also  of  Jackson,  sec- 
ond  Vice-President.      Its    Secretary,   Mr.   J.   W. 
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Graham,  is  also  a  resident  of  tiiie  city.     Its  Treas- 

iirei',  Mr.  E.  B,  Carrier,  too  lives  in  I^nsing. 

The  Association  of  wliicli  our  subject  is  Tresi- 
dcnt  is  supported  by  free-will  offerings,  the  chil- 
ilreit  being  maiutained  in  private  liomesin  Lansing 
nntil  pormanent  homes  are  secured  for  them. 
Buildings  aie  being  erected  at  the  present  time  on 
ground  deeded  the  Association,  and  which  are  lo- 
cated on  the  south  shore  of  Little  Travei-se  Bay. 
Cliildren  fourteen  years  old  or  under  ai-e  taken  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Association,  and  so  large  has  the 
work  become  that  they  now  have  thirty  or  forty 
applications  for  children  in  excess  of  those  that 
are  on  hand.  There  is  a  local  Superintendent  and 
Advisory  Board  in  every  rural  school  district  and 
in  every  ward  of  large  cities  and  in  each  town 
and  villf^  who  receive  or  collect  supplies  and 
money  and  ascertain  what  homes  or  families  de- 
sire to  adopt  children,  the  report  behig  made  to 
the  General  Manager,  'llio  institution  is  design- 
edly religious  but  not  sectarian. 

The  Benevolent  Association  has  received  the 
greatest  eucouragement  in  having  offers  of  homes 
from  the  best  and  most  moral  class  of  people.  Es- 
l>ecial  attention  is  given  to  the  class  of  applicants 
and  to  the  homes  in  which  the  children  are  placed. 
The  scope  of  the  work  is  not  limited  to  the  State, 
the  Association  .having  offerings  and  applications 
from  almost  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  Un- 
ion and  also  from  Canada  and  Mexico. 

The  organ  of  the  association  is  TJie  Orphan'it 
Vo/'ce.  It  is  a  folio  magazine  published  montlily 
and  lias  at  the  present  time  a  circulation  of  ten 
thousand.  It  iscditedby  tbelJev.  W, S.  Sly,  whose 
heart  is  thoroughly  in  Iiis  work.  Mi'.  Sly  was  born 
in  Lockport,  111.,  August  21,  1848.  He  is  the  son 
of  Senator  Sly.  He  i-eceived  his  education  at  the 
Northwestern  University  and  studied  at  the  Gar- 
rett Biblical  Institute.  He  was  ordained  in  1H69, 
his  first  chaige  being  at  Klnmundy.  He  alsc) 
served  as  pastor  at  Alton,  Jackson  and  Lansing. 
His  attention  is  now  exclusively  occupied  in 
evangelistic  work  and  in  the  orphan's  mission. 

Our  subject  enlisted  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-second 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  sent  to  the  front  and 
joined  the    Army    of   the    Cumberland,   being  as- 


signed to  gari'ison  duty  in  Tennessee,  He  re- 
mained with  the  ai'my  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Sly  married  Miss  Maggie  W.  Woolworth,  an 
orphan  child,  who  was  adopted  from  the  Ameri- 
can Female  (iuardian  Society  of  New  York  City 
by  Mi",  and  Mi's.  Paris  Woolworth  of  Plainfield, 
III.  She  was  reared  by  them  as  their  own  and 
from  her  our  subject  received  the  first  stimulus  to 
the  work  in  whicli  he  is  now  engaged,  and  she  has 
l)een  his  able  iissistant.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Eanuy  W.,  who  is  now  twelve  years  old. 


J'AMKS  LASHEH.  Among  th«  enterprising 
young  farmei-s  of  Howell  Township,  l.,iv- 
ingston  Coifnty,  we  are  pleased  to  present 
a  brief  record  of  the  life  of  James  Lasher, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  as  he  was  bora 
July  10,  1850,  in  Rensselaer  County,  His  immedi- 
ate pi-ogenitore  were  John  and  Maria  (l.«Grange) 
Ijasher,  both  of  them  New  Yorkers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in  the 
East  and  after  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1858  made 
his  home  upon  the  farm  where  his  son  now  resides 
and  during  his  lifetime  worked  it  on  shares.  He 
passed  away  January  5,  1861,  and  his  bereaved 
helpmate  survived  him  many  years,  passing  to  her 
I'eward  January  24,  1890. 

The  j>aternal  grandparent  of  James  Lasher  bore 
the  name  of  John  and  was  a  farmer  by  occiii»ation 
in  New  York,  where  lie  passed  his  whole  life.  He 
had  a  numerous  family  whom  he  trained  up  to 
liabite  of  industry,  and  into  whose  minds  he  instilled 
the  principles  of  integrity  and  devotion  to  duty 
which  had  guided  him  through  life.  The  materaal 
grandfatlier,  .lames  LaGrange,  was  also  a  New 
York  farmer  and  like  the  ancestor  on  the  other 
wide,  had  a  laigo  and  flouiishing  family.  Of  the 
eight  children  who  were  granted  to  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  five  are  now  living,  namely:  Charles, 
Mary,  (Mrs.  Helds),  Elizabeth  (Mre.  Holt),  I^ttie 
(Mi-s.  Reynolds),  and  our  subject.  The  declarations 
of  the  Republican  party  embody  the  political  views 
of  Mr.  Johnl-asher,  and  in  the  progress  of  his  party 
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lie  was  truly  interested  although  be  devoted  little 
tiine  to  public  alTaii-s.  He  was,  however,  active  in 
ohiircli  work,  being  Superintendent  of  the  Simday- 
whool  and  Clflss-Ijeader  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  which  he  and  his  wife  were  members. 

The  free  and  happy  life  of  a  farmer's  boy  was 
granted  to  James  Lasher  in  his  eaily  years,  and  ho 
received  thorough  drill  in  the  duties  which  belonged 
to  that  walk  of  life.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  schools  of  Howell  Township,  and  he 
availed  himself  well  of  the  opportunities  thei-e 
afforded  and  thus  secured  a  good  common  sense 
foundation  for  future  usefulness.  He  remained  at 
home  until  after  his  father's  death  and  was  married 
in  1881  to  Miss  Celicia  Hand,  daughter  of  .Jerome 
W.  andElma(Coonradt)  Hand,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York.  Fui-tlier  details  in  regard 
to  the  family  history  of  Mrs.  Lasher's  parents  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Jerome  W.  Hand  upon 
another  page  of  this  volume. 

Three  lovely  children  have  blessed  this  nnion. 
()j-el,  Cland  and  Neva.  A  line  farm  of  one  linn- 
<lred  and  foi-ty  acres  employs  tlieeffoits  and  enler- 
jirise  of  Mr.  lusher,  and  he  devotes  much  attention 
lo  fine  grade  cattle,  especially  horees  and  sheep. 
He  liasa  line  orehard,  and  excellent  bnll  dings  adorn 
his  farm.  He  is  considered  a  leading  member  of 
the  Republican  party  in  his  neighborhood  and  is 
in  every  way  looked  wpon  as  one  of  the  prominent 
furniers  of  Howl'II  Township. 


'  -^fislSB^^ilSiJlS 


W  HENRY  MOOIiliS  is  one  of  the  prominent 
I  older  residents  of  the.  city  of  T.iansing, 
^;^^  I  having  located  here  in  Jnly,  1865.  His 
(^^  parents,  Robert  Baxter  and  Caroline  (Ball) 
Moores,  were  natives  of  Newark,  N.  -1.,  where  they 
were  married  in  1831,  and  two  years  later  removed 
to  a  farm  near  Ciroton,  Licking  Comity,  Ohio, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April  2, 
1846,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven  children. 
His  father  died  in  1848,  but  the  mother  lived  to 
enjoy  her  children's  society  until  January  1, 18111, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  yeare. 


When  but  sixteen  ywire  old  Henry  commenced 
work  for  himself  by  hiring  out  as  a  farm  liaod. 
Tliis  he  continued  for  four  years,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  to  take  advantage  of  the  coui-se  of  study 
offered  by  the  Agricultural  College.  At  the  close 
of  his  Sophomore  year  he  left  college, and  engaged 
in  market  gardening  on  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
eastern  i>art  of  the  city.  Two  years  later,  in  1871, 
deciding  that  gardening  was  not  his  forti;,  he  en- 
gaged with  Charles  W.  Bntler  in  the  real  estate 
business.  He  soon,  however,  branched  off  for 
himself,  and  selecting  pine  timber  as  offering  the 
best  returns  for  labor  and  capital  invested, he  soon 
liecame  one  of  the  best  known  pine  dealers  of  the 
State.  In  1881  he  established  the  village  of 
Moorestown  in  Missaukee  County,  this  State.  He 
built  a  railroad  fifteen  miles  in  lengtli,  and  engaged 
extensively  in  logging  his  timber  in  that  region, 
floating  his  logs  down  the  river  and  having  them 
manufactured  into  lumber  at  Muskegon.  He  sold 
out  his  logging  operations  in  1885  in  order  to  give 
his  attention  to  his  increasing  interests  in  the  city. 
5Jv.  Moores  was  one  of  tlie  original  five  stock- 
holders of  the  J-ansing  Wheelbarraw  Company, 
and  at  the  close  of  its  second  yeai'  l>ecame  its  pres- 
ident, which  position  he  still  holds.  This  is  one 
of  the  strong  and  successful  institutions  of  the 
city,  and  owes  much  of  its  success  to  his  guiding 
hand.  He  has  done  much  toward  the  upbuilding 
of  the  city,  having  built  many  tasty  homes  in 
various  locations  during  the  last  eight  yeara,  his 
bouses  being  noted  for  tlie  best  quality  of  material 
and  completeness  of  detail  in  their  interior  ar- 
rangements, nie  home  occupied  by  himself,  at 
tlic  comer  of  Allegan  and  Townsend  Streets,  was 
built  in  1886,  and  is  still  admitted  to  be  tlie 
handsomest  wooden  residence  in  tlie  city.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church, 
which  he  served  for  man.\'  yeai-s  as  Chairman  of 
its  Board  of  Trustees,  and  is  one  of  its  best  known 
and  active  supportei-s. 

Ml.  SIooi'cs'  first  maniage  look  place  at  Con- 
cord, Mich.,  December  17,  1873,  to  Sarah  Lois 
Stevens,  who  died  in  Mareh,  1886,  leaving  one 
daughter — Miss  Josephine  F.  In  April,  1877,  he 
married  his  present  wife,  Mrs.  8.  Prances  Good- 
man, at  Oak  Park,  III.    Since   1887   his  attention 
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has  been  given  lai-gely  to  the  yellow  pine  lands  of 
the  South,  selecting  sontheastern  Missi^ippi  as  his 
field  of  operations.  He  has  become  interested  in 
many  thousand  aci'eE,  and  is  enthusiastic  on  to  the 
outcome  of  investments  made  in  tliat  Htate. 


tIERCK  SLICKEK.  It  has  oft*!»  been  noted 
1  that  tlie  children  of  our  Gevman-Ameri- 
citizens  have  more  than  ordiuaty 
qualities  of  industry,  enterprise  and  ability 
to  succeed  in  life,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  Iho 
fact  that  traits  inherited  through  generations  of 
quiet,  i^i-sistent  energy  have  been  broadened  and 
awakened  by  the  breadth  and  fullness  and  stir  of 
American  life.  Whatever  the  theory,  the  fact 
i-emains  that  we  find  in  this  class  some  of  oiu-  most 
worthy  and  desirable  citizens. 

The  city  of  Detroit  was  the  birthplace  of  oui 
subject  August  10,  1861,  and  his  parents  Lewis  and 
Theresa  (TroUman)  Slicker  wei-e  natives  of  lia- 
varia,  (:lei'many,  where  the  fathei*  was  a  tailor  by 
trade.  He  came  to  the  tJnited  States  about  the 
year  1859,  and  made  his  permanent  home  in 
DetTOit,  where  he  still  resides  and  is  active  in  his 
trade.  To  this  couple  had  been  bom  six  childi-cn, 
namely:  Pierce,  Charles,  Therese,  Charles,  Mai-y 
aud  Meri'y.  The  fii-st  Charles  and  the  daughter 
Mary  have  both  i>assed  across  the  dark  river,  and 
their  mother  was  called  from  earth  in  187ii,  being 
only  thirty-six  years  old.  She  was  long  moTU-ued 
by  those  who  knew  her  and  will  be  rememl^ered  as 
ft  devout  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  ('hurch. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  trained  to  manhood 
rn  Detroit  and  there  received  his  education  in  the 
St.  Joseph  School.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  came 
to  Tyrone  and  bound  himself  out  as  a  farm  hand 
to  work  for  a  farmer  until  he  reached  his  majority, 
for  i2oO.  After  completing  this  term  of  service 
he  worked  by  the  month  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  which  took  place  December  11,  1885. 
His  bride.  Miss  Tessie  Cranston  was  a  native  of 
Tyrone  Township,  and  a  daughter  of  David  and 


Sarah  (Beelie)  Cranston  who  between  the  yeaiis  of 
18+5  and  1850  came  from  New  York  to  Ohio,  and 
later  removed  to  Michigan,  where  they  settled  upon 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  rich  land.  Two 
only  of  their  four  children  are  now  living,  namely; 
Elmer  and  Tessie. 

After  his  mairiagc  Mr.  Slicker  rented  his  mother- 
in-law's  farm  of  two  hundred  aud  forty  acres 
which  he  and  his  wife  now  own;  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  farms  to  be  found  in  the  township.  Iji 
his  political  views  our  subject  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  is  intei-ested  in  national 
movements,  but  is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  for 
oflice.  He  is  a  progressive  and  prosperous  farmer, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  highly  honored  and 
respected  throughout  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 


fj  ( HIN  P.  "X'ANSYCKLE.  The  members  of  the 
family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  repj-esenta- 
tive  have,  for  the  most  part,  been  tillers  of 
the  soil,  and  have  made  a  success  of  the 
branch  of  business  to  which  they  have  devoted 
themselves.  Our  subject's  father  was  Joseph  Van- 
sycklo,  a  son  of  Rynere  Vansyckle,  a  native  of 
New  Jei'sey,  where  he  spent  his  life  aud  passed 
away  from  this  world  at  the  age  of  eighty-flve 
years.  He  was  by  birth  and  constant  employment 
a  farmer,  and  liis  father  was  one  of  the  fiist  settlers 
in  New  York.  Joseph  Vansyckle  was  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1797.  He  there  lived  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  Kenney,  who  was  born  March  2, 
1800,  and  whose  decease  occuiTed  in  1889.  Slie 
was  a  daughter  of  William  Kenney,  a  native  of 
New  York,  who  was  of  Scotch  ancestry. 

To  Joseph  \'ansyckle  and  wife  were  born  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  In  1835 
Mr.  Vansyckle  came  to  Oakland  County,  and 
settled  in  Independence  Township,  which  received 
its  name  from  the  gentleman  just  mentioned.  He 
settled  on  a  fann  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  look  up  from  the  Government,  and  here 
he  lived  and  died  in  1860.  He  and  his  wife  were 
Methodists,     They  were   among  the   pioneers  of 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBUM. 


that  county,  and  at  tho  time  of  their  coming  liei-c 
one  could  travel  north  for  many  miies  witlioiit 
finding  any  settlement.  There  were  at.  the  time 
plenty  of  wolves  and  beai-s,  and  deer  were  numer- 
ous, which  was  fortunate,  as  the  larder  might  often  i 
liave  been  empty  had  Mr.  Vaneyckle  not  been  so 
jfood  a  hunter  and  game  so  ejisy  to  obtain. 

.John  P.  Vansyekle  was  bom  June  19,  1820,  in 
Wan-en  County,  N.  J.,  and  when  five  years  of  ago 
came  with  his  parents  to  Oakland  County  and  re- 
mained with  them,  assisting  with  tbe  pioneer  work 
until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  learned  the  carpeii- 
ier's  trade.  In  1854  lie  was  married  in  Oakland 
County  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Gnlick,  a  daughter  of 
Elenry  (Suliek,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  an 
early  settler  in  Oakland  County,  wliere  he  spent  ^ 
tlie  remainder  of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  in 
1862.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  five  sons  and  five  daxighters.  He  was 
always  a  farmer,  and  in  his  religious  relations  a 
mem()cr  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh,  i 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  pai-ente    of  the   ■ 
following  children:     Joseph  H.,  Martha  L.,  James   , 
T.,  Melvina  1).  and  Hany  M.     All  are  living  ex-  j 
cepting  the  last  named.     He   of    whom    we    write 
owns  eighty-five  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  Connty.  j 
ThiB  he  resided  upon  until  1864,  when  he  went  to 
.Tohnstown,  liarry  County,  and   there  lived  until    i 
1866,  coming  at  that  time  to  Ingham  County  where    ' 
he  settled    on  a  fann  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  he  cleai-ed  and  broke.     This  he  sold    i 
and  then  bought  two  hundred  acres  where  he  now    ; 
resides.  His  farm  Iwars  a  good  class  of  buildings, 
liis   residence  all   that  a  home  should  be,  and  his 
barns    and    granaries   laige    and  roomy.     He  has 
given    eighty   aeres  of   his   original  purchase  to  '. 
his  son,  which  leaves  him  one  hundred  and  twenty 

Mrs,  Elizal>eth  Vansyekle  died  August,  1889,  ; 
and  feeling  the  need  of  a  companion  to  help  him 
gather  up  the  broken  threads  of  life,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Rosetta  lie  Mond.  a  daughter  of  Harrison 
IJe  Mond.  a  native  of  New  York,  who  is  an  early  ; 
settler  in  Oakland  County,  coming  here  in  1840 
where  he  passed  his  life,  his  decease  taking  place 
OctoI)er6,  1889.  Mr.  l>e  Mond  was  a  mason  by 
trade  and  the  father  of  a  lai'ge   family.     Our  sub- 


ject has  been  the  ai'chitect  of  his  oWii  fortune  and 
has  accumulated  a  handsome  propertv  He  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  hoping  to  see  the  principles  of  that 
party  become  those  that  are  generally  accepted 
He  has  been  Highway  Commiiswrnei  six  j ears  m 
succession. 


m^^^<M 


[if^RAXK  I..  liVNK.  There  is  perhaps  no 
it^^j  family  in  Brighton  Township.  Livingston 
lis  ~  County,  more  progressive  and  prosperous 
and  more  rapidly  accumulating  a  handsome  pi-op- 
erty  tlian  that  which  is  represented  by  the  name  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  This  active  young  fanner 
and  stock-raiser  was  born  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  makes  his  home,  on  tlie  21st  of  August 
1856.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  T.  Hyne,  and  a 
younger  brother  of  William  V.  Hyne,  of  whom 
extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, and  iu  whose  sketch  more  is  told  of  the  father 
than  can  be  given  within  the  space  of  this  brief  nar- 
rative. The  district  school  furnished  the  early  edu- 
cation of  this  young  man,  and  he  afterward  took 
a  ctiurse  of  study  in  the  Commercial  (JoUege  at 
Detroit,  being  there  during  the  years  1875  and 
1876. 

It  was  about  the  year  1873  when  the  young  man 
began  business  on  his  own  account,  and  since  that 
day  he  has  gradually  increased  his  operations  until 
he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  farming  business. 
He  has  a  large  trade  in  live  stock,  and  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  bought  and  shipped  to  a  considerable 
extent  He  raises  and  handles  Shorthorn  cattle, 
which  he  registers,  and  has  a  very  fine  herd. 

The  young  man's  efforts  have  not  been  entirely 
confined  to  business  operations,  as  he  has  taken 
time  ta  woo  and  win  for  his  wife  a  lady  who  is 
fully  his  equal  in  character  and  ability.  Upon  the 
2nd  of  April,  1891,  he  was  wedded  to  Mrs.  Lizzie 
(Williams)  Sullivan,  of  Detroit,  the  widow  of 
Charles  Sullivan,  and  daughter  of  Edwin  Will- 
iams, who  died  in  1888  after  having  been  in  busi- 
ness in  Detroit  for  more  than  forty  years. 

The  farm  of  Frank  Hyne  consists  of  one  hun- 
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dred  and  ninety  acras  of  clioice  land,  and 
this  property  he  is  a  stockholder  with  his  two  older 
brothei«,  William  and  Frederick,  in  a  grist  mill  at 
Brighton.  He  is  a  man  who  makes  money  natu- 
rally and  easily,  yet  without  infringing  upon  the 
rights  of  others,  as  his  unusual  ability  and  judg- 
ment, which  is  conceded  to  be  of  a  high  order,  en- 
ables him  to  plan  wisely  and  to  successfully  cui-ry 
out  liis  enterprises.  His  political  inclinations  are  i 
in  favor  of  the  Democratic  platform,  although  he 
pays  only  the  ordinary  attention  to  politics,  as  he 
dora  not  have  time  to  devote  to  such  mattei-s. 


[t^  ORATIO  M.  LIl-CHFIKI-D.    The  military 

irjll  record  of  the  gentleman  whose  sketch  in  a 
is^'^  biographical  way,  it  is  our  pleasant  privi- 
ly} lege  to  here  give,  is  one  of  which  any  man 
might  well  be  proiid,  for  it  is  that  of  a  man  who 
gave  his  services  freely  and  gladly  to  his  State, 
expecting  notliing  in  retuni.  He  fought  for  his 
country,  not  for  the  glory,  and  therein  lies  the 
secj'et  of  the  great  military  success  of  Northern 
anns.  Mr.  Litchfield  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  belonged  to  Hancock's  Corps.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Lei-oy  Township,  being  owner 
3f  a  flue  farm  on  section  20,  Leroy  Township, 
Ingham  County. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native  of  Norfolk 
County,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  bom  Decem- 
ber 25,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of  Julius  ana  Ade- 
line (Stearns)  I.itchfleld,  natives  of  New  York 
State.  Ten  years  of  his  boyhood  were  passed 
in  Canada  and  then  with  his  parents  he  came 
to  Michigan,  his  father  locating  in  Monroe  City 
where  they  resided  for  some  time,  being  engaged 
in  fai-ming.  The  original  of  our  sketch  was 
denied  the  privileges  of  higher  education  but 
early  assimilated  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
primitive  days  all  that  was  i-equired  for  a  practical 
business  life.  In  August.  1862,  Mr.  Litchfield  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  Com- 
pany H,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry 


and  with  this  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  in  Hancock's  corps.  He  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Spottsylvania,  in  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness,  also  at  Cold  Harbor  and  Pine  Run. 
He  was  also  in  the  battle  of  Five  Points  and  was 
present  at  I^ee's  surrender  at  Appomattox.  Be- 
sides these  engagements  that  are  of  world-wide 
fame  and  which  rank  among  the  most  celebrated 
battles  that  the  world  has  ever  seen,  he  took  part 
in  many  minor  engagements,  and  was  finally  hon- 
oi-ably  discharged  in  the  summer  of  1865. 

After  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Litchfield  spent 
some  time  in  Iowa  and  also  in  Missouri,  after 
which  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  was  soon 
after  united  in  maniage  to  Miss  Teresa  Brown,  a 
daughter  of  Mateson  and  Olive  Brown.  He  soon 
after  purchased  the  farm  whereon  he  now  lives. 
Although  not  an  extensive  tract  it  is  fertile  and 
yields  abundantly.  Socially  our  subject  keeps  up 
his  war  afsociations  by  membership  with  Williams- 
ton  Post,  No.  103,  G,  A.  R.  He  lias  served  as  Vice 
Commander  of  this  society.  In  politics  he  is  an 
adherent  and  believer  in  the  principles  as  held  liy 
the  Republican  party.  Personally  he  is  a  progivs- 
sive  man,  with  original  tendencies.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  regarded  in  the  township  in  whicli 
they  live  as  great  additions  to  the  social  spirit  of 
the  place. 


^^KTII  C.  STOW.  More  lasting  than  specii- 
^^^  lative  interests  and  witiiout  their  deleteri- 
ijh/jl!  ous  effect  upon  the  moi'al  nature,  agricui- 
~^  tnre  offers  a  safe  livelihood  to  any  indus- 
trious man.  Unless  superior  judgment  and  man- 
agement is  brought  to  bear  in  this  as  in  other 
callings,  there  is  seldom  a  brilliant  success,  for  tiie 
ground  will  not  yield  any  more  by  brute  forc*^ 
than  will  human  natui'c  he  prodiictive  by  force. 
Our  subject  belongs  to  one  of  the  favored  class, 
who  is  not  only  sure  of  his  living,  but  also  a  suc- 
cessful financier.  He  has  attained  an  enviable 
position  in  the    esteem    of    the    people   in    Leroy 
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Township,  where  he  makes  liis  residence  wn  section  j 
27.  He  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  this  , 
State,  October  17, 184L  i 

Mr.  Stow  is  a  son  of  Asle  and  Luana   (Stow)   t 
Stow.  Hia  pai-cnts  were  natives  of  Vermont.   ITiey  ] 
emigi-ated  to  I>ivingston  Connty    at  an  early  day    ! 
and    tlicre  they  S|)ent  some   time.     The  fattier  of   I 
our  subject  died  a  numherof  years  ago;  the  mother   ' 
still  survives,    making    her  home  in   I-ivingaton   ! 
County  where  she  has  spent  the  greater  portion  of   j 
her  life.     Tlie  senior  Mi,  Stow  occupied  a  number   j 
of  township  ofBces.     He  of  whom  we  write  is  one   ' 
of  four  children  born  to  liis  parents,  Isaac,  Anson, 
Seth  C.  and  Olive.     The  last   named  is  the  wife  of 
.lames  Gray.     Our  subject   was  reared  to  manhood   ■ 
in  liis  native  county  and  experienced  many  of  the  | 
hardships  as  well  as  interesting   adventures  of  pi-   : 
oncer  life.     His  whole  career  has  been   identified 
with    agricultural  interests,  being   drilled  to  that 
work  from  earliest  boyhood.     In    the    intei-vals  of 
farm  labor  he  received  a  fair   common-school  edn-    , 
cation,  one  that   fitted    him    for   the    ordinary  l>e- 
mands  of  business  life. 

July  1,  1863    the    original  of    our  sketch    was 
united  in  marriage  while  still  in  Livingston  County 
to  Miss  Nancy  Jones,  a  sister  of  Mi's-  J.  M.  Chris- 
tian, of  whom  a   sketch  appeara    in    another  part 
of   this   work.     The   wife   lias  made  the   life   of   : 
her  husband  rounded   and   complete.     She  is  the   . 
mother  of  five  children,  whose  names  are,  George,   i 
Elmer,  Bert,  Lila  and  Vernon,  Heof  whom  we  write   I 
is  tlie  owner  of    two   hundred   and   forty  aei-es  of   i 
land  which  is  in  a   state    of   excellent  cultivation    | 
and  the  farm    ranks    among    the    ItesL    in  I^roy    . 
Township. 

As  was  the  case  in  early  days,  the  parents  of  our 
subject  could  give  their  son  \mX  small  pecuniary 
help  and  what  he  has  accumulated  has  been  made 
by  his  own  effort.  Mr.  Stow  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  year  as  Highway  Commissioner  of  Leroy  ■ 
Township  and  has  also  held  several  other  positions  . 
especially  those  most  important  in  a  township  con- 
nected with  the  schools.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
I'atrons  of  Industry  and  with  his  wife  has  identi- 
fied  himself  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  Steward  and  also 
Trustee.     It  is  an  old  and   well  known  saying  that 


an  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God  and 
surely  our  subject  comes  under  this  head.  He  is 
noted  for  his  thrift  and  industry  and  the  beauty 
and  harmony  of  his  public  life  is  only  a  reflection 
of  the  kindness  and  loving  gentleness  that  is 
found  in  his  family. 


S®l:5:#@E 


y^ILLIAM  11.  Cr.AUK  of  Mason  City,TngJnim 
Connty,  was  born  in  Kllia,  Genesee  County, 

W^^J  N.  Y.,  Pebmai-y  26, 1831.  He  is  a  son  of 
Abijah  and  Phmbe  Ann  (Driggs)  Clark,  both  natives 
of  (Jenesee  County,  where  the  family  lias  resided 
for  generations  and  indeed  for  one  hundred  years. 
Onr  subject  was  hi-ought  up  on  a  farm  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  l>egan  his  apprenticeshijj  as  a  printer, 
and  completed  this  training  on  the  Detroit  Free 
Press  as  he  came  West  in  IS.'iO.  Five  years  after 
he  bought  a  news|taper  in  Wilmington,  Will 
County,  111.,  and  conducted  it  until  1859  when  he 
removed  to  Yorkville,  Kendall  County,  III.,  where 
he  remained  until  1861.  He  had  studied  law  and 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  while  in  Wilimington 
about  the  year  1857. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  tliis  young  man 
sold  out  his  paper  and  entered  the  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry  receiving  a  commission  as  Second 
Lieutenant.  His  fii-st  heavy  battle  was  at  I'ea 
Ridge  and  later  he  was  transferred  to  tlie  vicinity 
of  Shiloh  after  the  battle  had  been  fought  at  tliat 
place  and  was  with  the  army  that  drove  Heaure- 
gard  out  of  Corinth.  While  at  Rienzi  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  for  meritori- 
ous service  on  the  field  of  Pea  Ridge. 

This  regiment  was  transferred  to  Cincinnati  and 
later  to  l^uisville  and  they  were  in  the  battle  of 
Pei-ryville  in  Sheridan's  Division  under  Gen.  liuell, 
and  here  our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm 
so  that  he  was  disabled  for  two  months.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River  at  Murfreeshoro 
and  was  again  wounded,  but  being  the  only  officer 
ill  the  company  remained  in  charge  and  his  regi- 
ment in  this  liattle  lost  about  two-flfths  of  its  num- 
bei'.     He  was  now  promoted  to  the  rank  of   Regi- 
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mental  Adjutant.  Iii  tlie  battle  of  {'liiokaniiuiga 
liis  horse  was  .sliot  from  luider  liim  iind  lie  never 
received  pay  for  tins  loss  rintil  twenty-seven  years 
afterward.  At  Chattanooga  he  received  a  Captain's 
commission  for  meritorious  service  during  the  pre- 
ceding battles.  Aft«r  tlie  battle  of  Missionary 
Ridge  lie  was  wounded  by  a  bayonet  in  the  right 
lejr  and  soon  afterward  resigned  on  account  of 
disability. 

Itefore  going  into  tlie  army  Mr.  C'lark  had  been 
married  and  by  this  union  tliere  were  two  children, 
William  L.,  wlio  edits  the  Ingham  County  Dfimit- 
rmt  ftiid  T-illian  P.,  who  married  and  died  leaving 
one  diild.  The  mother  of  this  son  and  daughter 
was  called  from  eai-th  and  in  1864  our  subject  was 
again  married  and  he  now  located  in  Mason  C'ity 
where  he  earned  on  the  livery  business  for  some 
time  and  is  now  proprietor  of  the  Clark  House. 
Hy  the  scicond  marriage  he  has  three  .sons,  Charles 
S.,  Fred  J.  and  George  (). 

The  firel  Mi-s.  Clark  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Julia  A.  Mead  and  was  a  daughter  of  Andrew  J. 
and  Pamell  (Wait)  Mead.  The  present  Mrs.  Clark 
was  known  in  Iier  maidenhood  as  Kate  M.  Marsh 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Spencer  Marsh.  Mr.  Clark's 
parents  brought  liim  to  Michigan  when  lie  was 
only  four  yeare  old  and  he  remembei's  the  soldiei-a 
who  took  part  in  the  boundary  war  between  Mich- 
igan and  Ohio.  His  ijatemalgi-andfather,  William 
I^e  Clark,  was  killed  at  the  siege  of  liiiffalo  in  the 
War  of  1 81 2. 


fli_,,^  IKAM  RTX,  Jr.  Among  the  prominent 
|/J1J  and  intlnential  citizens  of  Ingham  County, 
i^^  we  are  pleased  to  include  the  biographical 
(^  sketch  of  this  estimable  resident  of  X^eroy 
Township.  He  Is  a  son  of  Hiram  and  Emily 
(Osborn)  Rix,  and  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Sharon,  Washtenaw  County,  October  17, 1844.  At 
the  age  of  five  years  he  was  brought  by  his  parents 
to  their  farm  in  I^eroy,  Ingham  County. 

All  the  early  associations  of  him  of  whom   we 
write  are  connected  with  the  district  in   whicli   he 


is  now  a  resident.  He  was  here  reared  to  manhood, 
and  the  details  of  improvement  and  the  gradual 
evolution  from  the  original  wild  9tat«  of  the  land 
to  its  present  prosperous  air  of  rural  life,  is  as  fam- 
iliar to  our  subject  as  is  his  own  daily  life.  His 
educational  advantages  like  those  of  most  pioneer 
youths  wei-e  limited,  but  he  acquired  enough  to 
give  him  an  impetus  to  go  on  by  himself.  In  Oct- 
ober, 1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  responded  to 
the  call  of  his  country  for  troops  and  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  Company  D,  of  the 
Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry.  Active  field  service  com- 
menced with  him  at  Gcttysbui^,  and  within  a  few 
days  every  commissioned  ofHcer  of  his  comiiany 
was  either  killed  or  wounded,  many  of  his  comrades 
in  the  ranks  had  fallen  and  he  was  a  prisoner, 
captured  in  the  cavalry  fight  at  Boonesboro,  Md. 
July  8,  1863.  He  was  sent  to  Libby  Prison,  and 
from  there  to  Belle  Island,  where  he  was  held  until 
September  30, 1 863,  when  he  was  released  on  parole, 
sick  with  typhoid  fever.  Recovering  his  health  he 
returned  to  his  command  and  served  under  Custer 
and  Sheridan  until  the  close  of  the  war,  [wirticipat- 
ing  in  all  the  battles  of  the  famous  Shenandoah 
campaign  in  1864,  then  the  battle  of  Five  Forks, 
and  from  thei-e  to  Appomattox  where  I^e  sur- 
rendered. 

After  the  close  of  the  wai-  the  brigade  to  which 
he  belonged  was  sent  West  into  the  vicinity  of  Fl. 
T^ai-amie  to  assist  in  quelling  the  hostile  Indians. 
After  a  stay  of  several  months  he  was  honorably 
discharged  in  November,  1866,  and  returned  to  his 
old  home  to  resume  the  occupation  of  fanning. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  good  land,  which  he  purchased  in  its  ori- 
ginal wild  state,  cleared  and  brought  it  to  a  high 
state  of  cnltivation,  and  lias  erected  some  admir- 
able buildings,  the  residence  being  particularly  at- 
tractive, and  a  model  country  house  in  which  com- 
fort is  the  chief  consideration. 

August  27,  187!,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Bettie 
Neal,  daughter  of  Rnfus  .1.  Neal,  also  a  resident  of 
T^roy  Township.  Mrs.  Rix  was  of  great  assistance 
to  her  husband  during  their  early  struggles  for  a 
competence  and  an  inspiration  to  accomplish  the 
haitl  and  unintei'esting  work  incident  to  fai-m  life. 
Tlieir  union  was  blest  by  the  advent  of  nine  chil- 
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<tren  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Milton,  George, 
Walter,  Carl,  Edltb,  Floyd,  Clifford,  Gertrude,  aDd 
Luther.  Milton,  the  eldest,  is  learning  the  mach- 
inist's trade  at  tlie  Michigan  Centi'al  Railroad  shops 
in  Jackson,  Mich. 

Mr.  Kix  proves  that  he  is  a  man  of  sterling  fibre 
itml  not  to  be  daunted  by  discouragements  from 
the  fact  that  although  he  has  not  been  exempt  from 
tmckscts  more  than  other  men,  he  has  never  allow- 
ed himself  to  be  despondent,  taking  up  the  work 
that  is  nearest  at  hand  and  doing  it  with  his  whole 
heart.  Herein  lies  the  secret  of  his  success.  For 
two  yeare  he  served  as  Clerk  of  Leroy  Township,  and 
was  Supervisor  one  year.  In  1890  he  was  candi- 
date for  Representative  to  tlie  State  legislature 
from  the  second  district  of  Ingham  County,  but 
was  defeated  by  Hon.  C.  C.  Fitch,  of  Mason. 

f)ur  subject  is  progressive  in  all  his  tendencies.  , 
Tlie  public  benefit  is  more  to  him  than  private 
enterprise.    He  is  strictly  conscientious  and  cannot  : 
lie  swerved  from  the  line  of  duty  as  he  sees  it  by 
any  considerations  of  self-interest.     He  and  his 
wife' are  representatives  of  the  best  social  element   ■ 
ill  this  community.     He  is  present  commander  of   ' 
F.  Turrell  Post,  No.  93.  (i.  A.  \i.  at  Webl.erville. 
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^  E(>RGE  HILL  FERGUSON,  M.  D.  New- 
~P  comers  in  any  flourishing  city  have  to  run 
Jfi]  the  risk  of  being  overlooked  by  people  who 
do  not  know  them,  and  of  being  overshadowed  by 
tlie  already  established  reputation  of  older  residents 
who  are  in  the  same  line  of  business  or  professional 
work  with  themselves.  A  young  physician,  newly 
established  in  a  city  finds  this  particularly  true, 
hut  if  he  possesses  exceptional  chai-acter,  ability 
and  skill,  he  will  overcome  tliese  disadvantages  and 
soon  be  brought  to  the  front. 

Such  exceptionaleharacleristicsmay  be  adjudged 
to  Dr.  Ferguson,  whose  portrait  appears  upon  the 
opposite  page.  Although  comparatively  a  new- 
comer in  Jjinsing,  Ingham  County,  he  is  already 
enjoying  a  popular  practice  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon.    He  was  born  in   Gi-ant  Township,  Oceana 


County,  this  State,  January  27,  1867,  His  father, 
Ninian  Ferguson,  was  a  native  of  Holt,  in  this 
county.  His  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Ninian,  was  a  native  of  Canada  and  followed 
the  pursuit  of  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  early 
settled  in  Holt,  where  he  carried  on  his  work,  but 
enlisted  under  the  flag  of  the  Union  and  served 
during  the  Civil  War  for  two  years.  He  was  kitted 
by  a  railroad  train  at  Ijcstie,  Mich.,  on  his  way 
home.  The  Ferguson  family  is  of  Scottish  descent 
and  traces  ite  lineage  back  to  the  nobility  of  Scot- 
land, 

The  mechanical  ability  of  the  father  put  him  in 
the  engineering  and  mechanical  department  of  the 
army  while  he  was  in  the  Ignited  States  service,  in 
which  he  enlisted  wlieii  he  was  about  eighteen 
yeai*  old,  remaining  therein  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  bought  a  fann  in  Oceana  Township, 
Oceana  Connty,  and  aft«r  two  years  removed  to 
Shelby,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  managed  a 
furniture  store.  Ijiter  he  went  to  White  Hall  as  a 
millwright  and  afterward  engaged  in  tlie  manu- 
facture of  shingles  and  lumber  on  contract  for  four 
yeai-s.  After  that  he  removed  to  Gobleville,  Van 
liuren  County,  where  he  carried  on  his  business  as 
a  contractor  and  builder  until  1890,  At  that  time 
lie  removed  to  South  Chicago,  where  he  still  pur- 
sues the  same  business.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Isalwlle  Thrasher  and  was  born  in  Essex, 
Ohio,  being  a  daughter  of  WilliamT. 'ITirasher.  of 
Albion,  who  is  a  lilacksmith  and  caiTiage-maker. 
Both  parents  were  devoted  membere  of  tiie  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three 
boys,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Oceana  and 
Van  Buren  Counties,  attending  the  city  sciiools  at 
White  Hall,  and  being  graduated  when  eighteen 
years  of  age.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
when  a  boy  and  also  learned  decorating  and  arch- 
itecture. He  followed  contracting  and  building  at 
Goblesville  until  1887  when  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  studying  in  the  department  of 
medicine  and  was  gi'adnated  in  1890,  with  the  de. 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  carried  on 
researehes  in  seven  special  courses  while  there,  pay- 
ing particular  attention  to  gynecology  and  electro- 
therapeutics. 
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The  Doctor  located  in  Mason,  Mieli,,  and  after   i 
t«n  months'  practice  there  removed.  May  6,  1891,   ! 
to   Ijinsing,  jWhere  he  bought  out  Dr.  F".  O,  Ifud- 
nutts  and  has  worked  up  for  liimself  a  fine  practice  i 
in  surgery,  of  whicli  lie  malces  a  specialty.     He  de-   ; 
votes  one  day  in  ttie  week  to  liis   old  patients  in 
Mason  who  still  ding  to  him,  and  from  whom  he 
at  times  lias  calls  every  day  in  the  week.     He  is 
prominenlly  identified  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  tlie  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  well 
known  among   the  Alumni  of    the  University  of 
Michigan.     As  a  vocalist  he  is  well  known  through-   : 
ont  this  part  of  the  State,  having  a  iine  voice  and    ! 
singing  as  first  tenor.     Witli  two  brothers  and  a   j 
Mr.  Walker  lie   helped   to  form  a  male  quartette 
which  did  excellent  service  for  ttiree  months,  dur-   ; 
ingthecamimgn  of  1888  for  tiie  Prohibition  party, 
to  which  he  is  ardently  attached. 

The  Doctor  has  recently  invented  a  gasoliiie 
heating  stove  and  has  applied  for  a  |>atent.  It  is 
considered  by  capable  judges  to  be  far  superior  to 
any  moveable  stove  ever  invented  for  heating  . 
purposes,  as  it  can  be  easily  moved  from  one  room 
to  another.  Dr.  Ferguson  is  meeting  with  large 
sales,  having  sold  one  hundred  and_^seventeen  ; 
stoves  ill  the  short  space  of  four  hours. 


[l  GUN  CLKAli.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  above  and  who  is  one  of  the  Ann  'jf 
ll|  Wells  &  t'lear,  wholesale  dealers  in  oils,  coal 
ind  ice,  is  one  <jf  the  early  residents  of  the 
city  of  Ijinsing,  He  has  been  here  since  1866.  He 
was  born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  July  1, 1854.  He  re- 
mained there  but  a  short  time,  his  family  moving 
to  South  Bend,  Ind.,  which  was  his  home  for  a  few- 
years.  He  came  to  this  city  when  twelve  yeai-s 
old  and  soon  afterward  went  into  the  grocery  busi  ■ 
ness  with  John  Whitely.  He  was  so  engaged  foi' 
some  time  and  there  acquired  the  elements  of  his 
business  education. 

Our  subject  started  a  dray  of  which  he  was  him- 
self the  proprietor,  and  drove  the  wagon  foi'  the 
United  States  lixpress  Comiiany,      He    still    cini- 


tinues  to  have  charge  of  the  las1>named  business  in 
connection  with  his  other  interests,  and  now  has 
all  the  work  for  the  Detroit,  Tyansing  &  Northern 
Hailroad,  which  alone  requires  four  teams.  Mr. 
Clear  went  into  partnership  with  Mr,  Wells  in  the 
oil  business  in  1886,  They  have  built  a  station 
here  and  also  ^t  Saginaw  and  now  have  a  large 
jobbing  trade.  Tliey  receive  their  oil  by  car  load 
lots.  They  also  deal  in  coal,  ice  and  wood  and 
give  employment  to  about  nine  men. 

Our  subject  has  not  been  greatly  interested  in 
polities,  but  usually  gives  his  vote  and  the  weight 
of  his  influence  to  the  Republican  party.  His  wife, 
who  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Fanny  Hoffman,  of  this  city.  She  is 
t!ie  mother  of  four  children,  whose  names  ai-e  Jolm, 
Tina,  Florence  and  Beatrice.  They  ai*  bright  and 
amiable  young  people  wl»o  piomise  to  lie  a  sonrce 
of  grent  comfort  to  their  parents. 


^^^^^mM^^=^< 


AMES  M.  SHEARER  is  a  retired  farmer  iiv- 
ing  on  section  14,  I^insing  Township,  where 
he  is  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  ti-act  of  land. 
'^^^  He  and  his  step-son,  B.  B.  Baker,  liave  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  acres  within  one  mile  of  the 
city  limits  of  Lansing.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  son  of 
.Iamc«  and  Hannah  (Caldwell)  Shearer,  natives  of 
Franklin  County,  Mass.,  where  the  subject  of  ■this 
sketch  was  born  April  20,  1815.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
and  a  drover,  dealing  in  cattle  and  other  stock. 

(.)iir  subject  assisted  his  father  on  the  road  when 
a  boy.  He  remained  in  the  old  Bay  Htate  until 
twenty-nine  years  of  age  and  was  then  appointed 
Steward  of  the  Insane  Asylum  at  Brattleboro,  \'t., 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  five  years.  It  was 
while  having  charge  of  this  institution  that  be 
forini^d  the"  acquaintance  of  Mrs.  Deborah  Baker, 
who  was  the  matron  of  the  institution.  They  were 
married  September  4,  1849.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Abigail  (Brooks)  Bigelow,  and  is 
a  native  of  Bennington,  Vt,  bom  April  12,  180;-5. 
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She  first  married  Ezra  Baker  in  1831;  he  died 
ill  1839,  leaving  her  a  widow  with  four  children, 
wIlosc  names  are  Ezra,  Benjamin.  Henry  B.  and 
Charles.  The  eldest  died  while  in  military  service. 
Benjamin  B.,  who  was  born  in  1835,  resides  with 
tlie  family  of  Mr,  Shearer  and  conducts  the  ftinn; 
he  is  married  to  Mary  Wiley  and  is  the  father  of 
fhrec  childi-en — Mamie,  Berthaand  Helen.  Henry 
n,  was  l>orn  in  1837  and  now  resides  in  Lansing. 
After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shearer  they 
came  to  Ingham  County  and  in  1851  removed  lo 
Mason  and  became  proprietors  of  an  hotel,  remain- 
ing there  for  three  yeai's.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
lie  moved  to  Lansing  and  has  ever  since  lived  in 
the  township.  He  has  always  taken  great  inter- 
est in  political  and  social  matt«rs  and  is  a  stiong 
Democrat  He  has  l)een  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
sliip  for  ten  years  and  has  also  held  other  town 
oHices,  He  was  Sheriff  in  Massachusetts  when  only 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mflsonic  order  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
lioth  united  with  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
are  both  advanced  in  life,  but  are  still  young  in 
iJieir  sympathies  and  feelings. 


i«  fe  S,  ABELS,  the  Deputy  United  States  Mar- 
\aj//  s'lat  who  makes  Iiis  home  at  I^unsing,  was 
'y^  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y,,  December 
18,  1843  and  is  a  son  of  .1.  M.  and  Eliz.ibeth 
(Avery)  Abels,  Tlie  father  was  formerly  a  boot 
and  shoe  man  and  later  a  lumber  manufacturer. 
Our  subject  received  his  education  in  New  York, 
completing  his  studios  at  Geneva,  and  subsequent- 
ly engaged  in  selling  dry  goods  in  New  York,  Chi- 
cago and  Toledo,  In  1875  he  took  up  detective 
work  on  special  service  in  Toledo  and  afterwai-d 
in  Lansing,  In  1877  he  opened  an  office  as  a  de- 
tective in  an  indei>endeiit  way  and  was  also  for  a 
time  in  the  employ  of  the  city,  as  Police  Detec- 
tive. 

Mr.  Abels  was  appointed  Deputy  United   States 
Marshal  altout  eight    years    ago  and    is  at  present 


employed  as  detective  for  the  Michigan  Centi-al 
railroad,  so  that  he  is  on  the  i-oad  a  good  deal  of 
the  time.  He  has  had  many  hard  struggles  in 
working  up  the  cases  of  desperate  chai-actei-s,  and 
has  had  great  success  in  bringing  to  light  cases 
whicii  others  had  failed  to  complete  and  has  never 
l>een  unsuccessful  in  his  efforts.  He  has  a  good 
reputation  both  personally  and  in  his  line  of  work. 
He  married  Miss  Asenath  R,  Wait,  a  Vermont  lady 
whose  father'  came  to  Delhi  in  this  county  in  1 8fi7. 


jfpS;,AVID  1).  BIRD.  A  woi-thy  repi-esentative 
jl  J]  of  the  agiicultural  fraternity,  Mr,  Bird 
(j»J|^  lias  retired  from  aetive  business  life  and 
is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  respite  from 
severe  labor,  having  a  pleasant  residence  in  Will- 
iamsville,  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County. 
He  is  a  son  of  Furman  Bird,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  N,  .^.,  and  a  farmer.  His  gmndfather  was 
Edward  Bird,  who  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
man  of  some  note  in  his  day,  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  I'esiding  in  Warren  County, 
and  with  his  wife,  *hose  maiden  name  was  Susiinna 
Furman,  lived  to  a  good  old  age.  His  mother  was 
Mary  Ann  (Davis)  Bird,  also  a  native  of  New 
Jei-sey.  Her  father,  David  Davis,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird,  Sr., 
were  married  in  their  native  State  and  there  re- 
sided until  tliey  came  to  the  Wolverine  State  in 
1833,  first  settling  at  Ann  Arbor  on  a  farm.  There 
was  but  a  small  settlement  there  at  that  time,  a  log 
house  serving  as  a  tavern.  The  farm  com]>rised 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  was  alHuit  one  mile  from 
the  village. 

The  energies  of  our  subject's  fatlier  bent  to  the 
improvement  of  his  place  and  before  h  is  decease  he 
erected  a  good  frame  dwelling  house  and  flue 
bams.  Both  parents  passed  awaj'  from  the  scene 
of  their  most  active  labor.  Of  ten  children  born 
to  his  parents  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. His  early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,     Our  subject's  father  was 
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(I  Dencoii  in  that  body  before  coming  to  Michigan,    j 
His  decease  took  place  in  1 839,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
flve  years.     His   wife  died   in  1856  at  tlie  age  of  , 
seventy-two  years.     Politically  the   father   was   a 
Jacksoniait  Democrat.     Mrs.  Bird  was  an  unassum- 
ing Cliristian  woman  whose  real  worth  was  known    : 
only  to    her  intimate  friends,  so  quietly  did  she   : 
perform  her  many  deeds  of  kindness.    The  poor  ■ 
and  needy  found  in  her  a  helpei'.  and  she  was  a   , 
warm    friend   of  missions   ever  willing  to   deny  | 
herself  for  others,  as  the   following  incident  will   | 
show.    Her  means  were  very  limited;  there  fell  to 
her  at  one  time  the  small  amount  of  1300.     In- 
stead of    using  it  for  her  own  comfort  she  gave    ; 
$200  to  the  cause  of  missions  and  loaned  the  re- 
mainder to  a  feeble  chui-ch  to  bnild  a  house  of 
worship,  reserving  nothing  for  herself.     Mrs.  Bird 
was  the  only  daughter  of  David  Davis.     She  had 
two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Chambers,  who  were  far- 
mers by  occupation  and  resided  in  Warren  County, 
N.  J. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  ovir  subject  were  as 
follows;  Betsey,  Sloan,  Samuel,  Elijah,  Maiy,  Ed- 
ward, John,  .Joseph  and  Kusanna,  all  except  the  : 
latter  marrying  and  settling  in  Southern  Michigan. 
Joseph  the  youngest  came  to  his  death  in  the  gold 
mines  of  California;  he  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
John  lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead  where 
his  wife  and  family  still  reside. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  fli'st  saw  the  light  of 
day  March  4,  1813,  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.  On 
coming  to  Michigan  he  was  twenty  yeai-s  of  age 
and  had  received  liie  education  in  tlie  East  having 
had  the  advantages  offered  in  a  distiict  '-chool 
He  was  reared  on  afarm  and  was  early  famihaiizcd 
with  agricultural  duties.  He  remained  at  hon  c 
with  his  father  until  coming  to  Livingston  Ci  untv 
giving  him  his  services  until  he  reached  lu'>  majoi 
ity  and  working  for  wages  after  that  time 

Mr.  Bird  came  to  this  county  and  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acies  m 
I'ndilla  Township,  on  section  30.  The  land  is  what 
is  known  as  oak  openings  and  it  was  patented  to 
him  directly  from  the  Government.  Theie  were  at 
the  time  more  Indians  than  white  men,  neighbors  of 
the  latter  sort  being  very  few.  He  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  to   paj'  for   part   of  his    land    and 


bought  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  credit.  Building  a 
log  house  he  began  the  work  of  clearing,  whicli 
went  on  slowly  as  he  had  no  help  and  had  to  de- 
pend upon  himself  entirely. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  March  6, 1839. 
at  which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Agnes  Piper,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ag- 
nes Pijier,  natives  of  .Scotland  and  early  settlers 
in  Unadillfl  Township.  Mrs.  Bird  was  bom  Sep- 
tember 12,  1816  in  Scotland.  S!ie  died  Decemiier 
1,  1880.  This  worthy  couple  have  been  the  par- 
ents of  six  childi'en,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  are  William  F.,  Mary  K.  and  Almira  R. 
William  was  bom  August  24,  1840;  his  first  wife 
was  Elgiva  Barton,  a  native  of  Maine;  at  her 
death  she  left  four  children,  the  eldest  of  wliom,  a 
noble  boy  nineteen  yeare  of  age,  was  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  lake  at  Williamsviile.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Ella  Lake. 
He  lives  near  Ann  Arbor  and  has  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  by  his  former  marriage.  Mary 
K.  was  born  Mareh  26,  1845;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  K.  Ives  and  lives  in  this  township;  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  cldldren.  Almii-a  R.,  bom  Jan- 
uary 15,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Dunning  and 
lives  in  Sturgis.  Mr.  Dunning  is  aprominentlaw- 
^cr  in  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  [wi-ents 
of  two  chihlren. 


M  BIUHOW  a  miller  of  Williamstowu 
Township  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  J.  R. 
Bigelow  and  grandfather  of  Abel  Bigelow, 
native  of  Massachusetts.  The  grandfather 
mai tied  Mai la  Hunt  bv  whom  he  had  three  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  in  1825  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  -ettled  on  a  farm  in  West  Bloomiiehl. 
Oikland  Counlj  where  be  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  da\s  dving  about  the  year  1848.  He  put  up 
the  lli-5t  brick  kiln  in  Oakland  County  and  erected 
the  first  brick  house  in  the  township. 

I  R.  Bigelow  came  to  Michigan  in  1825  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  aftei  several  years  in  the  em- 
ploj    of  a    fui    dealer    in    Detroit,  for    whom    he 
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liought  fnrs  from  the  Indians,  he  helped  to  build 
the  first  railway  from  Detroit  to  Pontiai;  and  con- 
structed the  firat  tunitable  at  Royal  Oaks.  Ik' 
tlien  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  was  married 
to  Susan  Montf^iie  who  became  the  ntother  of  the 
following  children:  Mary,  J.  A,,  Augusta,  H.  M., 
J.  O.  and  Amanda.  In  1874  Mr.  Bigelow  brought 
his  family  to  Williamston,  this  county,  and  died 
in  February,  1876,  while  his  wife  survived  until 
December  4,  1882. 

Our  STibject  wa,s  born  in  West  Bloomfleld  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  Mich.,  October  7,  1844.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,Fif  tti 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  until  July  3,  186.5, 
taking  part  in  the  following  battles,  Gettysburg, 
]}oonesboro,  Ilagerstown,  Williamspoi't,  Falling 
Water  and  Houtli  Mountain.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  worked  at 
it  until  1876,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm  in 
Williamston  Township,  Ingham  County, 

Susan  A.  Drake,  daughter  of  Jotham  Di-ake,  a 
sailor  and  farmer,  became  Mrs.  H.  M.  Bigelow, 
February  13,  1866,  and  to  her  has  been  bom  one 
son,  Carl  H,,  who  is  now  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  father,  Mr,  Bigelow  sold  his  farm  in  1887 
and  came  to  Williamston  and  engaged  in  milling, 
in  addition  to  which  he  does  quite  an  extensive 
sawmill  business,  in  both  of  which  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Boyal  Arch  Masons,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Grand  Army.  His  politics  are  of  the  Eepnblican 
stamp, and  he  was  President  of  the  village  in  1890. 


f^OHN  M.  CKOSSMAN,  a  retired  merchant 
and  a  gentleman  of  broad  and  eomprelien- 
sive  experience  and  observation,  is  a  son  of 
p:;ben  Crossman,  who  was  a  native  of  N(!w 
York.  His  fli-st  wife,  Lois  Hobart,  was  the  mother 
of  two  dauglitere  and  one  son.  After  her  deaSi 
he  married  Maria  White,  who  bore  to  him  Charles 
D.,  John  M.,  and  Sarah  James.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter  of   William  Wliite,  a  native  of   New  York, 


and  an  early  settler  in  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
wlio  died  in  1850.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1887.  Mr.  White  wasa  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Eben  Ci'ossman  located  in  Ingham  Townsiiip, 
Ingham  County,  about  the  year  1 840,  and  he  is  still 
cultivating  that  estate.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  but  his  son  is  ardently  attached  to 
the  Republican  [)arty. 

He  of  whom  we  write  liad  Ills  birth  in  Ingham 
Township,  this  county,  January  15,  1850.  He 
laboi-ed  upon  the  farm  at  home  imtil  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  began  working  for 
wages,  and  teaching  winters,  and  by  scrupulous 
economy  he  managed  to  carry  himself  through  a 
course  in  the  State  Normal  School,  and  graduated 
in  1874,  After  his  graduation  ho  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Williamston,  and  at  the  same  time 
invested  a  limited  capital  in  the  mercantile  b\isi- 
ness.  In  this  way  he  was  verj'  successful,  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  years  his  business  was  valued  at 
$40,000. 

The  young  merchant  now  foimed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Samuel  Toms,  with  wliom  lie  continued 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  sold  his  shai-e  of 
the  business  to  Mr.  Edgar  Weber,  and  has  since 
led  a  retired  life.  He  still  i-etains  a  moneyed  in- 
terest in  the  mercantile  business,  although  he  has 
put  most  of  his  property  into  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, and  has  besides  this  several  village  lots  and 
a  handsome  residence  on  Putnam  Street. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1876  brought  to 
his  home  a  sympathetic  and  a  helpful  companion 
in  the  person  of  Addie  Strang,  a  daughter  of  Wal- 
ter C.  Strang,  a  New  Yorker,  who  was  a  pioneer  of 
this  county.  In  the  year  1889  Mr.  Crossman,  in 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  took  a  trip  to  Europe.  He 
learned  the  French  language  and  ti'aveled  all  over 
the  Continent.  He  visited  Greece,  Egypt,  Baby- 
lon and  the  Holy  Land.  He  retunied  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year,  bringing  with  him  a  lai'ge  num- 
ber of  photogi-aphs  of  prominent  cities  and  build- 
ings. A  few  weeks  after  his  return  he  started  upou 
his  second  trip  which  lasted  more  than  a  year;  was 
at  Paris  during  the  continuance  of  the  World's 
.Fair.  He  visited  Jacob's  Well  and  the  Well  of 
Joseph,  in  Cairo,  Egypt^  He  saw  the  crater  of 
Mt.  Vesuvius,  and  on  the  4th  of   July,  1889,  as^ 
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scended  Mt.  Blanc.  He  visited  the  sites  of  the 
seven  churches  of  Asia,  to  which  St.  John  sunt  his 
messageg  in  the  Book  of  Revelations,  and  he  fol- 
lowed the  stejis  of  our  Saviour  in  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane,  and  upon  the  sacred  mount  of  cru- 
citi:ciun. 

During  Mr,  Orossman'sflret  tour  in  Knrojie,  he 
traveled  some  fifty  tliousand  miles,  and  his  second 
tour  earned  him  over  about  twenty  thousand  miles. 
He  brought  over  a  large  addition  to  his  library, 
and  among  them  many  volumes  of  iVench  litera- 
ture. Besides  his  joumeyings  abroad,  he  has  trav- 
eled in  many  parts  of  our  own  country  and  in 
188n  visited  the  Exposition  at  New  Orleans. 


'JTT^RKDKRICK  STKINACKKR.  Among  the 
1^^)')  enterprising  German- American  citizens  of 
li\  Cohoctah  Township, Livingston  County ,few, 
if  any,  are  more  appreciated  as  factors  who  have 
added  to  the  value  of  life  in  this  district  tlian  he 
wliose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
horn  July  28,  1848,  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  (Baker) 
Steinacker,  natives  of  the  Fatlierland.  Tlie  fatlier 
of  our  subject  employed  as  the  means  of  mak- 
ing his  livelihood  the  historic  trade  of  a  weaver. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  compris- 
ing three  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  was  the  only 
one  who  came  to  the  United  States.  His  voyage 
hither  being  made  in  the  summer  of  1867. 

Tiie  time  occupied  in  crossing  the  ocean  when 
our  subject  came  hither,  was  seven  wetiks  and  three 
days,  and  on  landing  he  came  direct  to  Genoa, 
Livingston  County,  this  State,  where  he  at  once 
began  fanning.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  eiglity 
acres  of  land,  which  is  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  Our  subject's  maternal  pai-ent  was 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  Baker,  who  came  to 
Michigan  about  1852-9,^.  He  of  whom  we  write 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  on  coming  to  the  United 
States  began  to  earn  his  own  way,  working  for  tlie 
small  sum  of  #2  per  month.  That  lie  was  faithful 
and  trustwoi'thy  is   shown    by  the  fact  that  he  re- 


amined  with  one  employer,  Lewis  Myers,  for  four- 
teen years  and  eight  months,  during  which  time  he 
received  a  remuneration  of  $245  a  year  for  liis 
services.  In  1875  he  purchased  the  eighty  acres 
on  section  20,  Cohoctah  Township,  Tliis  he  ha# 
cleared  and  improved,  making  of  it  his  presenl 
highly  cultivated  estate. 

November  28,  1879,  Mr.  Steinacker  was  married 
to  Klizabeth  Dykes,  who  was  born  November  SI, 
1855,  in  Genoa  Township,  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Jane  (O'Neill)  Dykes,  the  former  a 
farmer  who  came  from  New  York  about  1842.  Our 
subject  has  become  the  father  of  three  children, 
whose   names   ai-e  Olive  B.,  Carl  F.  and  Howard  J. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Chui-eh,  in  which  tliey  hold  a  highly  re- 
spected place.  Mrs.  Steinacker's  father  was  by 
trade  a  shoemaker.  On  coming  to  the  State  of 
nnchigan  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  Genoa  Township.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. They  are  Alice,  Walker,  Sarah,  who  is  Mrs. 
Cook;  Arminta,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
three;  Joel,  George,  wliose  decease  took  place  when 
he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  Oscar.  Jo- 
seph Dykes  was  born  in  Genoa,  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  September  19,  1875,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  For  twenty  yeai-s  before  his 
decease  he  had  been  blind.  His  wife  still  sui-vives 
him;  she  is  seventy-eight  yeais  of  age,  and  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  tlie  Baptist  Church. 


STEPHEN  SMITH  is  a  genei-al  farmer  on 
section  J,  Meridian  Township,  Ingliam 
County.  He  has  a  place  of  eighty-four 
acres  which  is  under  good  cultivation.  Mr. 
Smith  was  born  in  Ix)di,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 2,  1819.  He  is  a  son  of  James  Smith,  wlio 
was  bom  in  Norway  Township,  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.  in  1798  and  died  in  1866.  Mr.  Smith  spent 
seventeen  years  in  Seneca  County  on  a  farm  and 
during  that  time  received  a  district-school  educa- 
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tion.  His  f.itlier  then  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled near  Ann  Arbor.  He  remained  there  two  yeai's 
on  a  farm,  which  he  Anally  sold  and  bought  whei-e 
<inr  subject  now  Kvea. 

Ml'.  Smith  settled  in  Hath,  in  June,  1837,  when 
there  was  only  one  man  besides  himself  tliere.  He 
plowed  the  first  land  in  Bath-  It  was  the  time 
when  the  Inflians  and  wildanimalswere  almost  the 
only  occupants  of  the  country  and  the  Indians 
watched  liim  in  amazement,  as  with  his  oxen  he 
plowed  the  ground  with  a  No,  7  Wood's  patent 
plow,  which,  drawn  by  three  or  five  yoke  of  oxen, 
was  heavy  enough  to  cut  a  three-incli  roof  off. 
They  threshed  their  wheat  in  the  most  primitive 
way  and  sold  all  they  could  spai-e  for  seed,  one 
man  coming  twenty-five  miles  through  tlie  woods 
to  get  what  seed  they  could  spare  him. 

The  farms  together  aggregated  six  hundred 
acres,  and  it  was  cultivated  together  until  sonie 
time  after  the  marriage  of  the  boys.  Stephen  Smith 
lias  lived  here  ever  since,  He  was  married  forty- 
five  years  ago  to  Miss  Emily  Cushman  of  DeWitt. 
The  following  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union:  they  are  Gilbert,  I^aui-a,  Wealtliy,  Rozella, 
J^uora,  Stephen  M.,  Edgar  and  B.  S.  Our  subject 
is  a  ntember  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Chui-cli  and 
was  so  connected  in  Bath  for  about  forty  yeara. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  OkemoB  Masonic 
l^odge.  He  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life.  He 
is  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  been  a  Higliway 
Commissioner,  having  held  Iwsides  various  town- 
ship ortices. 


-^1=. 


-^^ 


PK.  WILLIAM  MILLEH.  Our  subject  is  one 
I  of  the  oldest  physicians  who  still  does  office 
work  in  tills  city.  Indeed  he  may  be  called 
a  pioneer  in  the  profession,  not  only  in  the  city 
but  in  the  State  and  although  lie  has  climbed  the 
ridge  of  life,  and  from  tlie  eminence  at  which  he 
stands  can  look  back  pi-oudly  over  a  i>ast  spent  in 
usefulness,  in  adherence  to  the  prevailing  methods 
and  theories,  he  is  not,  and  never  will  be  at  a  stand 
still  in   the   progi-ess  of  his  profession.     Indeed 


youth  is  more  egotistical  and  bigoted  than  age, 
and  cciiid  some  of  the  young  physicians  who  are 
bristling  with  their  knowledge  of  recent  scientific 
discoveries  that  have  broadened  the  scope  of  the 
medical  woik,  realize,  as  does  our  subject,  that  there 
are  fields  unexplored  tliey  woidd  be  less  full  of 
their  own  importance. 

Dr.  Miller  was  bom  in  Allegheny  C'oiinty,  Pa., 
July  2.5,  1826,  He  is  a  son  of  James  and  Susnn 
(Shaffer)  Miller.  In  his  boyhood  he  received  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education  and  on  finishing 
school  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Mowery,  of  Pitts- 
burg, I'a.,  in  order  to  read  medicine.  He  remained 
with  him  until  he  reached  his  majority, after  which 
the  old  doctor  gave  up  his  practice  to  Dr.  Miller, 
He,  however,  went  to  Cincinnati  soon  after  and 
took  a  coui-se  of  lectures.  He  came  to  this  State 
and  settled  in  I^^ansing,  Ingham  County,  in  1863, 
and  has  t^een  here  permanently  ever  since.  While 
the  Homeopathic  College  was  located  in  this  city, 
our  subject  attended  the  lectures  and  become  con- 
versant with  every  new  theory  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  disease. 

Ever  since  coming  to  Lansing  onr  subject  has 
remained  at  his  original  location,  having  built 
therein  1864,  and  since  that  time  he  has  always 
enjoyed  a  large  an«I  interesting  pi-actice.  For  the 
past  six  months  he  has  i-efnsed  work,  devoting 
himself  to  the  ti-eatment  of  chronic  diseases  and 
the  manufacture  of  his  well  known  remedies  that 
have  made  a  reputation  for  being  most  effective. 
He  has  had  heavy  sales  of  these  besides  the  work 
of  his  office  pi-actice.  He  has,  besides,  a  general 
oversight  of  the  agents  who  have  been  sent  out 
through  the  country  for  the  sale  of  his  remedies. 
Dr.  Miller  has  never  interested  himself  in  an j' busi- 
ness not  relating  to  his  pi'actice,  having  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  this. '  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Corinthian  Lodge  No,  10,  having  as- 
sociated himself  with  this  body  while  in  Baltimore, 
but  after  coming  to  this  State,  he  withdrew  his 
membei-ship  thei-e  and  assisted  in  establishing  a 
chapter  of  the  lodge  in  Lansing. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  allied  himself  at  an 
early  age  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Charlotte  Mc- 
Cready,  of  Lawrence  County,  Pa.,  in  1850.     Her 
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decease  took  place  Jnly  16,  1890,  aft«r  years  spent 
with  oiir  subject  in  congeuial  companionship.  The 
couple  were  childless  and  the  Doctor  was  left  alone 
witliout  the  eomfort  or  solace  of  any  near  relative. 
Mrs.  Miller  was  born  in  I^wrence  County,  Pa., 
May  10,  1825,  From  youtli  she  was  a  member  of 
tlic  Presbyterian  Church.  After  her  marriage  with 
our  subject  she  familiarized  herself  with  diseases 
nnd  the  phaimacopia  thatapplied  to  them,and  was 
not  only  of  great  assistance  to  her  husband  but 
also  practiced  indei)en<Jently  until  she  was  at- 
tacked with  the  fatal  disease  that  caused  her  death. 
Cancer  of  the  face  was  the  malady  with  which  she 
was  afflicted.  The  Doctor  was  again  married  July 
30,  1891,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cynthia  (Miller)  Van 
Tnyl,  the  great  platform  s|>e8ker  who  spoke  to  ten 
tliousand  t>eople  on  labor  day  in  Detroit  and  who 
is  proving  to  be  a  tine  helpmate  in  every  particular. 
IJefore  the  war  the  Doctor  had  a  large  practice  in 
New  Orleans  where  he  gained  a  large  fund  of  use- 
ful knowledge  in  hospital  work.  Our  subject's 
i-eputi^tion  is  not  confined  to  his  immediate  lo- 
cality, He  is  well  known  tliroughout  the  country 
and  his  I'emedies  are  of  tlie  greatust  bunetit  to 
wlio  liave  used  tlieni. 


--^^- 


(^^HOMAS  R(.)SS,  .Ik.,  a  well-known  farmer  re- 
((^^  siding  on  section  3,  Marion  Towusliip,  Liv- 
^^^  ingston  County,  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Ross, 
Sr.,  who  was  bom  in  New  York,  October  5,  1810, 
and  tliei'e  became  a  farmer.  He  married  Jane  Van- 
Winkle,  daughter  of  Peter  Van  Winkle  of  New 
York,  who  had  four  sons  and  four  daughters  and 
Jane  was  the  youngest  of  that  family,  being  bom 
in  1823. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  had  a  family  of  four 
daughters  and  three  sons  and  our  subject  is  the 
firet-born,  his  natal  day  being  August  14,  1847. 
They  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day  and  bought 
three  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  new  land, 
wliich  had  never  been  disturbed  nor  upon  wliich 
had  a  tree  been  felled. 

The  father  afterward   sold   one   liundred   aci'es 


retaining  the  balance.  He  is  still  living  and  makes 
his  home  witli  his  son,  Thomas.  He  has  been  and 
is  still  a  great  reader  of  liistorical  and  geographi- 
cal works,  and  is  well  informed.  In  the  early  days 
when  the  country  was  full  of  wild  game  and  tlie 
streams  abounded  with  flsh  he  was  a  great  hunts- 
man and  tlsherman.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  at  one  time  filled  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissioner. 

Thomas  Ross,  our  subject,  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  and  was  thus  prepared  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  life.  Upon  his  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  he  raises  large 
crops  of  beans  and  has  from  fifl«en  to  twenty  aci'es 
of  land  planted  to  cucumbers.  He  is  a  Democrat 
politically  and  a  worker  for  the  party,  and  has 
filled  the  olhces  of  Highway  Commissioner,  Justicfi 
and  Supervisor,  having  been  four  terms  in  the  later 
pi^sition.  On  lus  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
improved  land  he  has  a  pleasant  house  and  excel- 
lent haras  and  his  ability  as  a  farmer  and  genial 
nature  make?  him  a  favorite  in  the  community. 


y^^]EOROE  BARNES  is  the  editor  of  the  Lio- 
jlj  (=,  ingston    Covniy  Sepviilkan,  which  is    pub- 

'^^J||  lished  in  Howell.  He  was  bora  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, England.  December  U,  1846.  At 
the  age  of  three  years  he  was  brought  by  his  \ia.\- 
ents  to  America.  Some  little  time  was  spent  at 
Sandstone,  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  and  then  the 
family  removed  to  the  northern  wilds  of  Gratiot 
County.  Mr.  Barnes  endured  all  the  boy  hard- 
ships of  pioneer  life  and  can  tell  real  bear  and  wolf 
stories  to  his  children .  He  acquired  a  district 
school  education  and  began  to  teach  during  the 
winter  months. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  army  October  3, 
1864,  and  gave  thirteen  months  of  active  service 
in  Company  H,  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  Sherman's  famous  march  to  thy 
sea,  and  was  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  taught  in  the  village  school  at  Ithaca,  Gratiot 
County,  for  several  terms,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870 
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he  entefed  tlie  State  Noimal  School  wlieie  he  wis 
gi-adnated  in  1873,  and  then  became  a  student  iit 
the  Univei-sity  of  Michigan,  taking  hi^  diploma  in 
1877. 

.tuly  19,  1877,  our  subject  was  maiiied  to  Mist, 
Augusta  D.  Johuson,  a  t«achei  in  the  Jack«on 
Union  School.  The  first  jeai  of  his  mained  life 
was  spent  at  Almont,  Gratiot  County,  wliere  lie 
had  charge  of  the  schools,  being  assisted  by  his 
wife  and  one  prtmaiy  teacher.  The  next  year 
found  him  in  charge  of  the  schools  at  Stanton 
with  six  assistants,  Mrs.  Barnes  among  tlie  number, 
Aft«r  two  years  he  came  to  Howell  and  assumed 
cliarge  of  the  Union  schools,  there  being  ten  de- 
[tartmeuts  here  at  that  time.  He  filled  the  posi- 
tion successfully  for  eight  yeai-s  when  he  was  in- 
duced to  go  to  I^ansing  and  Hike  charge  of  the 
school  for  tlie  blind.  The  people  of  Howell  ex- 
pressed the  greatest  regret  at  parting  with  him  and 
the  High  School  Alumni  presented  him  with  an 
elegant  gold  watch,  suitably  engraved,  which  he 
still  carries.  He  found  the  work  at  the  school 
for  the  blind  distasteful  and  July  19,  1889,lK)n^ht 
the  Liviwjshjii  Chmil;i  Hqmblimii.  where  lie  is  still 
occupying  the  editorial  chair. 


^ILIJAM  VAN  BUKKN,l'nitedStates  Mar- 
shal and  a  prominent  politician  at  Lansiug, 
^p^l  was  ■faom  of  Eastern  parentage  and  had  his 
early  training  and  education  in  Michigan.  He  was 
bora  in  1842  and  came  to  Detroit  when  a  boy.  On 
the  Comtnerdal  Adverliaer  he  leai'ned  the  printer's 
trade  in  the  days  when  that  paper  was  known  as 
the  Advertiser  and  Tribune,  and  he  then  became 
foreman  of  the  Detroit  Tribune  until  1871, 

In  January,  1871,  Mr,  Van  Buren  came  to  I^an- 
sing  as  foremaji  for  W.  S  Gei»rge  i  Co ,  State 
Printers,  and  served  l)0th  in  this  eaiwcit^  and  as 
Sui>ei'tn  ten  dent  of  the  book  loom  and  mechanical 
department.  He  was  then  bu'^iness  manager  for 
two  yeai-s  and  in  January,  1884  he  iH>ught  a  one- 
third  interest  in  the  business  and  became  manager 
and  partner  until  1886,  when  the  plant  ts as  sold, 


riiis  fiim  had  in  the  meanwhile  been  publishing 
the  I^u'fing  Ri'pubbi.an,  of  which  our  subject  had 
geneial  management,  and  in  1884  he  became  the 
associate  ediloi  of  this  paper.  The  I^ansing  Funii- 
ture  Company  was  organized  by  Mr.  Van  Biimn 
and  Ml  B  M  Buck  m  1886  and  after  having  had 
it  in  opeiation  two  months,  they  sold  the  outfit 
and  our  subject  became  an  incorporator  of  the  City 
National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and  one 
of  the  largest  stock  holdei-s.  About  this  time  he 
made  a  trip  across  the  continent  which  he  greatly 
enjoyed.  In  1890  he  was,  on  the  29th  of  March, 
appointed  United  States  Mai'Slial  for  the  Kastem 
District  of  Michigan,  a  district  which  includes 
about  lialf  of  the  State,  and  has  headquarters  at 
Deti'oit.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had  filled  various 
oflices,  having  been  Supei'visor  for  one  year,  Mayor 
of  the  city  for  two  terms  and  Alderman  of  the 
Second  Ward  for  two  years. 

Tlie  refined  and  cultured  lady  who  presides  over 
the  home  of  our  subject  became  his  wife  in  Detioit 
in  1867,  Her  maiden  name  was  Julia  G.  O'Calla- 
ghan.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  J.  O'Calla- 
ghan,  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocer  on  Woodward 
Avenue.  She  is  a  lady  of  unusual  ability  and  in- 
telligence and  was  a  teacher  in  I>etroit  before  her 
marriage.  Four  children  have  blessed  this  home, 
namely:  William,  Gerald  li.,  (Jeorge  H.,  and  Julia 
G.  Mr.  \'an  Buren  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
Templar,  of  the  Royal  Ai-ch  Masons,  and  the  Royal 
Ai'canum, and  is  a  stanch  Re|)ublicau,  beinga  mem- 
ber of  both  county  and  Stale  conventions. 


ii^^'  ^  II  ^  fi^^Hll 


^m^-  IIOGLE,  an  old  settler  of  Ingham 
^Ol  (.'ounty  and  now  retired  from  active  iife, 
\t\  lit  lias  twenty  acres  of  land  on  Grand  River 
^^  outside  the  corporation  of  Ijinsing,  He  was 
boni  in  Hoosic,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  T.,  October 
14,  1816  and  is  a  son  of  Klins  and  a  grandson  of 
Isaac  Hogle,  Tlie  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Roxie  Rider,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Rider,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  of  Connecticut  and 
a  pensioner  to  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
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Oiir  subject  is  the  seooiid  in  a  family  of  eight 
chiltii'en  and  made  liis  home  in  Iloosic,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eight  yeare  and  there  attended 
the  district  school.  In  1824  he  came  iij)  tlie  Erie 
(.'niial  and  there  went  to  work  in  Madison  County 
<m  ;i  fami.  At  the  age  of  fourteenhe  was  appi^en- 
ticcd  to  the  trade  of  comb-making  at  Morris vi lie 
iiud  two  and  one-half  yeai-s  later  went  to  Katon, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  two 
years. 

In  1836  the  young  man  decided  to  come  Wos-t 
and  arrived  in  Detroit  in  June,  coming  on  foot 
thence  to  Saline,  a  distance  of  forty  miles  in  one 
day.  At  diflfei-ent  times  he  worked  at  York,  (4rand 
Rapids  and  Portland,  and  was  married  in  Clinton 
County,  at  Wacousta,  .Tuly  2,  1840  to  Miss  Electa 
Kauborn  a  New  York  lady. 

Immediately  after  marriage  this  young  couple 
settled  on  a  farm  of  sixty-two  acres  in  Eagle 
Township,  Clinton  County,  and  began  their  first 
home  in  a  log  house.  To  this  small  property  they 
added  from  time  to  time  until  they  acquired  four 
hundred  aci-es  and  there  lived  until  1847  when 
tliey  placed  the  fann  in  the  hands  of  a  tenant  and 
removed  to  Ijinsing.  Here  Mr.  Hogle  built  a  hand- 
some i-esidence  and  helped  to  raise  the  old  capital 
building.  He  afterwai'd  returned  to  the  farm  and 
thei'e  remained  until  1869  at  which  time  he  gave 
his  son  one  hundred  and  five  acres,  and  selling  the 
remainder  of  the  property,  made  his  permanent 
home  in  I^nsing.  To  please  his  wife  and  son  he 
removed  to  Virginia,  but  their  residence  thei-e  was 
not  satisfactory  and  entailed  the  loss  of  some 
$2,000.  They  therefore  returned  to  I^ansing  and 
again  bought  property  in  Ingliam  County. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Hogle  gave  him  one 
son  who  gi'ew  to  maturity-Loran  P.,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Mildred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 
His  second  marriage  which  took  place  in  Grand 
Ledge,  Ionia  County,  October  8,  1885,  united  him 
with  Mi-S.  Sarah  E.  (Spear)  Ivewis,  daughter  of  Gil- 
bert Spear  of  St  Andrews,  N.  B.  Mr.  Spear  was 
a  ship  builder  and  merchant  in  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts and  now  resides  at  Kittery  Point,  Me., 
having  reached  his  eiglity-second  year.  Mi-s. 
Hogle  their  oldest  child  was  bom  in  Maine,  Janu- 
ary 31,    1835,  and    in    1857    was    married  to   Mr. 


George  A.  Lewis  of  New  Brunswick,  with  whom 
she  removed  to  Anoka,  Minn.,  and  afterward  to 
Gi-and  I^edge,  Mich.  Iledied  in  1876  and  his  loss 
was  deeply  felt  in  Grand  Ledge  where  he  was  a 
prominent  merchant.  Her  two  children  by  that 
niariiagc  are  Clmrlcs  A.  and  C.  Burt  Lewis. 


IkM  ^^'^'  ^'*^U^^^  CASE.  The  maidfti  name 
//'  ll  ''^  ^'^'  T'*^"'^  ^^'^  ^^  Okemos,  Ingham 
I  li  County,  was  Keeley.  She  is  the  daughter 
*  of  Jesse  Seeley,  a  farmer  living  at  White 

I^ake,  Oakland  County.  She  was  married  to  Pai'tial 
French,  a  cai-penter  by  trade  with  whom  she  lived 
very  happily  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
Fentonville,  in  1855.  In  1860  she  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  her  husband  being  Albert  Case. 
Mr.  Case  was  born  in  1818,  probablj'  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  His  father  died  when  he  was  four  yeai-s 
old  aud  he  lived  with  an  uncle  and  grandparents 
until  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

Diuing  the  early  years  of  his  life  Albert  Case 
conducted  a  dairy  farm  in  Ohio.  On  i-eaching  his 
majority  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mehitable  Sprague 
of  Ohio  who  died  in  1858,  leaving  a  family  of 
seven  children.  He  moved  to  Michigan  in  1850 
and  purchased  a  farm  near  Williamston,  Mich. 
This  was  soon  disposed  of  and  another  was  piu-- 
chased  at  Pine  I^ake,  Medina  Township,  the  one  on 
which  the  Pine  I^ke  school  building  now  stands. 

Three  children  were  bom  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mi's.  Case.  They  are  Charles,  who  was  born 
in  1862  and  is  a  druggist  in  Bucoda,  Wash.; 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Smith,  a  daughter  of  D.  V. 
Smith  of  I'ine  Lake,  and  is  the  father  of  one  child. 
Fred  Case,  who  was  bom  in  1864  is  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Wiseoniiin.  Minnie  at  the  age 
of  sixteen  married  Vernal  Proctor  of  Meridian 
Township. 

In  politics  Mr.  Case  was  a  I>emocrat.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Okemos  and 
a  man  who  was  honored  and  respected  by  a  large 
circle  of  men.    His   decease   occurred   March   23, 
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1 890,  Mrs.  Case  is  the  mother  of  two  children  by 
her  former  miiri'iage.  They  are  Amelia  who  died 
ill  infaney  and  Mwiii  Freiicli,  a  Detroit  medical 
college  graduate,  who  is  now  a  successful  physician 
in  the  "West. 

Mrs.  Case  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  near  Pine  I,ake, 
Itiit  hag  heen  living  in  Okemos  for  the  past  six 
years.  8he  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  ability. 
During  the  existence  of  the  Pi-esbyterian  Chm-ch  in 
this  city  she  was  a  consistent  member  and  still 
holds  to  the  doctrines  of  that  body. 


-^1^- 


i,  IHLO  L.  DANIPXS  is  one  of  the  busy  men 
l):  of  Lansing  who  while  pushing  with  great 
'W  ^  L'arnestness  and  enterprise  his  business  in 
tiie  drug  and  real  estate  lines,  also  lias 
time  to  take  his  recreation  by  raising  a  fine  grade 
of  hoiiies.  He  has  some  good  specimens  of  stand- 
ai'd  bred  lioi-ses  upon  his  place  and  also  a  fine  herd 
of  llolstein  cattle. 

This  gentleman  was  bora  in  Erie  Coimty,  Ohio, 
not  far  from  Norwalk  December  15, 1837,  His  father, 
Titus  Daniels,  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.  and  was  of  English  descent.  The  father  was 
mairied  first  in  New  York  and  came  to  Ohio  at  a 
very  early  day,  settling  in  Berlin  Township,  Erie 
County,  in  1814  or  1»15.  The  deed  for  the  farm 
l»eft ring  the  date  of  1818  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
our  subject.  He  was  teaming  between  Albany  and 
Buffalo  during  the  War  of  1812.  Like  his  son 
he  was  deeply  interested  in  breeding  fine  hoi-ses- 
He  owned  some  fine  specimens,  paying  enormous 
prices,  as  prices  wentin  those  days.  He  paid  11,000 
for  "Bacchus"  and  threshed  wheat  with  a  flail 
to  earn  the  money  to  pay  for  it.  In  those  days  he 
owned  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  and  he.ilways 
invested  largely  in  acreage.  His  second  marriage 
took  place  in  Ohioand  he  was  then  united  ix>  Sabra 
Sherman. 

In  his  early  life  Titus  Daniels  was  an  active  IJe- 
publican  and  for  a  term  of  yeare  served  as  a  .Justice 
of  the  Pea«e.  He  was  a  liberal  donor  to  church 
and  benevolent  purposes.     He  passed  away  in  Ohio 


in  1883,  having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-thi-ec 
years.  His  good  wife,  SabraSherman,  daughter  of 
Philo  Sherman,  was  bom  in  Connecticut.  Her  father 
settled  in  Wakoman,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  our  subject's  father  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His  daugh- 
ter, the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a  devout  and  con- 
scientious member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chureh,  and  having  trained  hei'  four  children  in 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Christian  religion,  she 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  oldest  of  the  fam- 
ily and  having  been  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  hav- 
ing availed  himself  thoioughly  of  the  advantages 
to  be  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  he  entered 
Oberlin  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  after 
three  yeai-s  of  study  there  began  business  for  him- 
self. Going  to  Milan,  Ohio,  he  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ely business  until  about  the  year  1859,  when  he 
came  into  possession  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  in  Vermillion  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio. 
Two  yeare  later  he  came  to  Lansing  (traveling  in 
his  own  conveyance),  and  buying  a  livery  estab- 
lishment on  Washtenaw  Street,  carried  it  on  for 
some  four  years.  He  also  devoted  considerable 
time  and  enterprise  to  purchasing  hoi'ses  for  the 


Oo' 


rnt. 


In  1865  Mr.  Daniels  began  the  business  of  build- 
ing, aud  holding  i-eal  estate,  and  also  dealing  in 
pine  and  timl>er  lands  and  carried  on  this  line  of 
effort  up  to  the  time  when  he  started  in  l)nsiness 
at  liis  present  stand  in  1882.  He  has  built  four 
brick  stotes,  putting  up  the  fli'st  one  in  1873  and 
following  in  1878  and  1889  with  others,  and  he 
also  has  a  handsome  residence  on  Orand  Hti-eet,  be- 
sides a  number  of  town  lots  and  some  lauds  in 
Northern  Michigan  where  he  has  a  farm.  Between 
the  city  of  Lansing  and  the  Agricultural  College, 
lies  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  which  belongs  to 
this  gentleman  and  which  he  is  carrying  on  him- 
self. He  and  his  brother  Linus  L.  still  own  the  old 
homestead  in  Ohio  which  compiises  one  hundred 
acres. 

In  1868  he  began  in  the  ice  trade,  buying  out 
Mr.  Moses  K,  Taylor,  who  was  the  fii-st  man  tiiat 
engaged  in  this  line  of  business  and  he  still  haa  ice 
houses  on  the  Orand  Biver.     He  has  eight  buildings 
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whicli  have  a  capacity  of  five  tliousand  tons;  they 
are  on  Washington  Avenue,  Main  and  Lay  Streets, 
In  this  branch  of  biiBiness  lie  is  in  iMirtuerahip  witli 
Mr,  ThomaB  Ellis  and  they  are  the  most  extensive 
ice  dealers  in  the  city. 

Among  the  fine  animals  whieli  Mr.  Daniels  has 
upon  his  place  we  may  well  take  note  of  some  by 
name;  "Wilkes"  and  "Chance"  which  wei-e  sired  by 
Fisk's  "Belmont,"  two  that  were  sired  by  "Pascas" 
and  he  by  "Aimont";  eight  mares  that  were  sired  by 
"Goodfellow";  "Goodfellow"  was  sired  by  George 
Peabody,  nnd  he  by  "Hambletonian  Ten."  Mr. 
Daniels  owns"GoodfelIow".  He  haseightcoltsand 
seven  fillies  liy"Easton"  by  "Hambletonian  Wilkes" 
He  has  also  a  fine  stallion  "Easfem"  and  plenty  of 
young  fine  horses.  He  is  breeding  Holstein  cattle, 
and  has  a  herd  of  twenty-three  thoroughbreds.  He 
took  the  premium  on  both  cattle  and  horees  at  the 
State  fail'. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married  in  New  Buffalo  in  1S59 
and  he  took  as  his  bride  Miss  Elmina  Fislier,  who 
was  iMjrn  in  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Fisher  who  was  an  early  settler  in  Ohio  where 
he  carried  on  the  carpenter's  trade  at  Berlin.  Prev- 
ious to  her  marriage  Mrs.  I>aniels  was  a  successful 
ti^^aeher  and  is  a  lady  of  more  than  oi-dinary  culture 
and  ability.  The  political  views  of  Mr.  Daniels 
bring  him  into  harmony  with  the  movements  of 
the  Kepublican  party  itud  he  is  stanch  in  his  loyalty 
to  that  body.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  mem- 
bere  of  the  Driving  Pai'k  Association. 


OF.  BARNKS.  The  men  who  were  aL  the 
root  of  matters  in  the  founding  of  a  city 
and  started  it  on  its  upward  course  with 
energy  and  enterprise,  turning  its  young  forma- 
tive activities  in  the  right  direction,  and  wisely 
and  broadly  laying  the  foundations  for  future 
l»rosperity,  wealth  and  usefulness,  are  worthy 
of  high  praise,  and  should  receive  the  intelligent 
appreciation  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Such  men 
there  were  here  in  the  early  days  of  Lansing,  and 
among  them  there  were  none  who  did  more  for 


its  prosperity  than  the  father  and  son,  O.  M.,  and 
O.  F.  Barnes, 

Our  subject,  who  is  best  known  as  the  President 
of  the  Central  Michigan  Savings  Bank,  is  also 
President  of  the  Lansing  Iron  and  Engine 
WoriiS,  and  holds  the  same  position  in  regard  to 
the  I^nsing  Lumber  Comjjany,  the  Lansing  Fllec- 
trie  Light  Company,  and  the  Lansing  Wheel  Com- 
I>any.  He  is,  as  will  ■  easily  be  seen,  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  city,  and  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
O.  M,  Barnes,  whose  great  wealth  and  enterpiise 
have  done  much  for  the  prioress  of  Lansing,  and 
who  is  connected  with  a  great  many  different  cor- 
poi'ations. 

Mr.  Barnes  was  boin  at  Mason,  Mich..  November 
7,  m56,  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
at  Mason.  In  1876  he  entered  tlie  classical  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  taking 
his  diploma  of  A.  B.,  with  the  Class  of  '80.  He 
then  came  to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  the  iron 
works,  which  were  reorganized  that  year  as  a  pri- 
vate company,  entering  into  pai'tnei-ship  under  the 
linn  name  of  Jarvis,  Barnes  &  Co.  This  connec- 
tion lasted  until  1885,  when  the  business  was  re-in- 
corporated as  the  Lansing  Iron  and  Engine  Works. 
Mr.  Barnes  became  the  president  of  this  new  com- 
pany, which  has  grown  from  the  employment  of 
five  or  six  hands,  till  he  now  has  now  in  his  employ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  A  sketch  of  Mr.  J. 
E.  Roe,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album,  gives 
fuller  details  in  regard  to  this  fine  enterprise. 

In  1886  our  subject  became  one  of  the  incorpo- 
rators of  the  Lansing  Wheel  Works,  and  became 
its  President  in  1887.  For  further  details  in  i-e- 
gard  to  this  enterprise  oiu'  reader  Is  asked  to  con- 
sult the  sketch  of  Mr.  Prudden,  which  appears  else- 
where in  this  Album.  Besides  his  connection  with 
the  other  companies  which  were  mentioned  at  the 
oi)ening  of  this  sketch  onj-  subject  was  one  of  the 
incoiTJorators  of  the  Lansing  Lumber  (Jompany 
and  is  interested  not  only  in  the  retail  yards  hei-e, 
but  in  the  wholesale  business  m  Cliire  County, 
and  also  in  Dodge,  where  the  lumber  and  shingles 
are  manufactured.  He  also  is  prominently  inter- 
ested in  the  real  estate  business  in  Lansing  and 
does  much  to  build  up  the  city  in  this  respect. 

The   gentleman  of  whom   we  ^re   writing  was 
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married  in  1882  at  Boston,  Mass.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Woortward,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  lady  of 
more  than  ordinary  culture  and  chaiactei'.  She  is 
llio  mother  of  three  children — Orlando  M,,  Jr., 
Lena  and  Mildred,  and  their  liappy  home  is  the 
center  of  a  most  charming  social  life,  as  Mr.  and 
Mre.  Barnes  are  well  known  for  their  hospitality 
and  the  delightful  entertainment  which  they  afford 
their  guests. 

Outside  of  business  and  home  life  Mr,  Barnes 
is  prominently  identified  with  several  of  the  social 
ordere  and  is  an  efllicient  public  officer.  He  belongs 
to  the  Knights  Templar,  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  and  sei'ved  two  terms  as  Mayor  in  1B82- 
H3.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  I>emo- 
ci-atic  party,  and  upon  that  ticket  he  was  nomi- 
nated in  1888  and  1890  for  Congress,  repi-escnting 
the  Sixth  District  of  Michigan.  He  declined  the 
latter  nomination  as  he  prefera  to  devote  himself 
to  his  rapidly-growing  and  engrossing  business, 
hut  lie  is  a  man  of  great  popularity,  and  m,iy 
truly  be  tailed  a  puliiic-sph'ited  and  enlerpri^ing 
citizen. 


-^^^^ 
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PORMAS  K.  FIILLER.  The  building  fra- 
I  ternity  of  Lansing  count  among  their  mem- 
bers a  Large  number  of  enterprising  and 
successful  gentlemen  whose  work  in  this  city,  the 
city  of  their  choice,  has  added  gi-eatly  to  its 
beauty  and  attractiveness  and  has  l>rought  hither 
home-seekers  who  desire  tasteful  and  commodious 
residences.  Among  those  who  have  thus  aided 
effectually  in  the  upbuilding  of  Ijinsing  we  are 
pleased  to  mention  the  gentleman  whose  name  ap- 
peal's at  the  head  of  this  brief  biography. 

Mr,  Fuller  is  a  native  of  Leoni,  Jackson  County, 
this  State,  where  he  was  born  August  29,  1837. 
His  father,  George  B,  B'ufler,  and  his  grandfather 
were  both  natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  the 
former  being  born  in  1811.  The  gi'andfather  was 
a  prominent  man  and  for  many  yeai-s  was  Sheriff 
oT  Dutohess    County.     The    father   owned   a  fine 


farm  in  that  county,  but  in  1834,  while  still  a  sin- 
gle man  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  was  married  in 
Ann  Arbor  and  after  that  removed  to  Leoni  where 
he  followed  farming. 

Ill  1844  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Will- 
iamston,  which  then  bore  tlie  name  of  Phelpstown, 
and  bought  land  a  mile  and  one-half  north  of  the 
village.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  was  in 
this  tract  and  it  was  long  known  as  the  old  Fuller 
Fai-m.  Since  those  dtiys  he  let  the  place  to  his 
sons  and  before  his  death  he  removed  to  William- 
ston.  He  was  one  of  the  organizer  and  Directors 
of  the  Jnghara  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company  and  also  of  the  Centi-al  Michigan  Agri- 
cultural Society  and  was  prominent  in  both.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
and  devoted  himself  largely  to  raising  fine  stock 
and  a  superior  grade  of  grain.  He  filled  the  olflt« 
satisfactorily  of  County  Su[>erintendent  of  the 
Poor.  His  death  occurred  December  21,  1883.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Douglas  Democrat  and  in  relig- 
ion found  his  home  among  the  Methodist  Kpisco- 
jjal  people. 

Del>orah  C.  Bunker  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  oursubjcct,  wlio  was  bom  in  Columbia 
County,  N.  T,,  in  1810.  The  grandfather  Bunker 
was  born  in  the  East  and  was  captain  of  a  vessel. 
He  finally  came  West  and  died  in  Jackson  County. 
He  was  a  Quaker  and  of  French  descent.  His 
daughter,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  passed  from 
life  in  Mareh,  1873. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  next  lo  the  eldest 
in  a  family  of  nine  children  and  was  reared  u|K>n 
a  farm  until  he  I'eached  the  age  of  seven  years 
when  the  family  removed  from  Jackson  County 
to  Williamston.  They  traveled  by  ox-team  and 
had  to  cut  their  way  for  the  last  eleven  miles  and 
he  remembers  distinctly  the  old  log  schoolhouse  and 
the  log  house  and  how  freely  the  snakes  used  to 
crawl  about  on  the  logs.  Deer  and  Indians  then 
aliounded,  as  the  Six  Nations  then  made  their  home 
there,  and  he  used  in  his  boyhood  to  go  out  to 
camp  with  the  Indians  and  help  them  in  killing 
bears. 

The  boy  early  set  to  work  upon  a  farm  and  used 
to  drive  an  ox-team,  going  to  Detroit  for  wheat 
and   fiour.     The   log  schoolhouses   were  his  only 
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academies  of  leaniing  and  he  remained  at  Uome 
with  his  parents  until  he  i-eached  the  age  of  twenty, 
when  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter's  trade 
at  Mason,  under  Matthew  Elder,  doing  l<is  flrMt 
work  on  tlie  old  court-house.  In  1858  he  can  c  to 
I^nsing  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  war 
broke  out, 

Tlie  marriage  of  our  subject  .with  MisB  Mary  N. 
Rhodes,  who  was  born  in  IjiVail,  St.  I^ttwrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1839,  was  solemnized  October 
18,  1858.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Philip 
Rhodes,  whose  father,  William,  was  a  farmer  in  St. 
Lawrence  County,  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Philip  Rhodes  was  a  shoemaker  and  a 
farmer  who  came  to  Michigan  for  his  health  in 
1852  and  locating  in  Mason  began  the  manufact- 
ure of  shoes.  There  he  continued  until  his  death, 
in  1862.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ur- 
STila  A.  Howard  and  was  liora  in  Vermont,  a 
daughter  of  Calvin  Howard,  a  farmer  of  Englisli 
descent  who  came  to  live  near  Ogdensburg,  St. 
fjiwrence  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  youngest 
of  nine  children  and  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Baptist  Chui-eh,  in  which  she  found  a  broad 
field  of  activity.  The  wife  of  our  subject  was 
next  to  the  eldest  among  the  seven  children  of  her 
parents  and  when  thirteen  years  of  age  came  fron 
New  York  to  Michigan,  traveling  by  steamer  to 
Detroit,  thence  by  rail  to  Jackson  and  staging  it 
to  Mason.  After  pursuing  her  studios  in  the  puli- 
lic  school  she  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een and  continued  in  that  line  of  work  until  her 
marriage. 

In  August,  1861,  Dorman  K.  Fuller  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  being 
mustered  in  at  Grand  Rapids  was  sent  South. 
During  the  expedition  to  Jt.  Royal  he  was  taken 
sick  and  was  carried  to  Beaufoi-t,  then  to  Annajjo- 
lis  and  back  to  Beaufoi't,  and  was  then  returned 
home  by  way  of  New  York.  The  surgeon  of  his 
i-egiment,  Dr.  H.  R.  Shank,  said  that  he  could  not 
live  to  get  home  and  asked  for  a  furlough  for  him. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Hilton 
Head  in  November,  1862,  by  reason  of  physical 
disability  and  was  sick  for  thi-ee  or  four  years.  After 
recovei-ing  his  health  he  went  back  to  his  trade. 

Tins  enterpi'ising  young  man  was  not  content  to 


remain  in  a  subordinate  position  but  put  himself 
in  training  for  better  work,  becoming  superintend- 
ent for  different  contractors.  He  superintended 
the  ei-ection  of  the  0.  M.  Bai'nes  building  and  the 
finishiug  off  of  the  High  School  binlding  and  then 
began  for  himself  as  a  general  contractor  and 
formed  a  partnei'sliip  with  Charles  K.  Wheeler  un- 
der the_firm  name  of  Fuller  &  Wlieeler,  which 
lasted  for  thirteen  years.  The  firm  undertook  ex- 
t'^nsive  and  superior  woi-k  and  put  up  among 
others  eight  different  buildings  for  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College,  In  1887  this  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  since  then  Mr.  Fuller  has  carried  on 
the  business  alone  and  generally  has  three  or  foiu- 
buildings  "in  the  works."  He  has  just  completed 
the  Society  Building  of  the  Phi  Alpha  I'i  at  Olivet, 
Mich. 

The  residence  of  our  subject  is  at  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and  Lenawee  Streets  and  he  has  put  upon 
this  property  haudsome  improvements  and  made 
it  very  attractive.  Besides  this  he  owns  a  number 
of  building  lots  in  the  city.  He  was  a  chaiter 
member  of  the  firat  Eire  Department  of  Lansing 
and  for  fourteen  years  was  Alderman  of  the  Third 
Ward.  He  was  Supervisor  also  for  seven  years 
and  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  His  interest  in  education  has 
placed  him  upon  the  School  Board  where  he  has 
helped  forward  materially  the  pi-ogress  of  the 
schools  of  J^rfinsing.  In  every  way  he  has  favoicd 
and  promoted  movements  for  the  improvement  of 
tlie  social,  educational  and  business  interests  of 
this  city.  His  three  childi-en  are  Ada  M.,  now 
Mre.  C.  H.  Crane  of  I^nsing;  Charles  M.,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  steel  department  of  the  Bement 
Works,  and  Fred  G.,  who  is  at  home.  He  has 
held  various  oftlcea  in  the  social  orders  to  which 
he  belongs  which  ai'e  numerous   and  representa- 

Both  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Fuller  are  devoted  membe re 

of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  and  Mi-s. 
Fuller  is  especially  active  in  the  Ladies'  Society 
and  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  Missionary  So- 
ciety. Mr.  Fuller  is  a  "BUck  Republican"  in  his 
political  sympathies  and  has  lieen  delegate  to 
county  and  State  conventions.  He  has  also  filled 
positions  of   responsibility   upon   the   Ward  an;! 
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City  Central  Committees,  lie  is  an  eutliusiasti<; 
membei'  of  tlie  Foster  Post,  (J,  A.  R.  j 
both  lie  and  his  wife  are  identifled  with  the 
Kastera  Star,  He  is  also  a  meml^r  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Ai-ch  Ma- 
eons,  the  Knights  Templnr  and  the  Knights  of  tlie 
Maccabees. 

»■>'. -^mm — .■^-*-^- 

■ji^EACON  CIIARLRS  S.  PX)(")TK  is  a  prumi- 
||  Jit  nent  and  snccessfiil  fanner  of  Hrif^htou 
J*^  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  a  man 
who  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  having  made 
his  own  way  through  life  entirely  unaided.  Jle  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  comprising  two  Inni- 
dred  acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  the  cxmiity 
an(i  located  on  section  25,  IJrigliton  Township, 
Ijivingston  County.  He  has  tliereon  a  beantifid 
Iiome,  tlie  dwelling  being  not  only  commodious 
and  comfortable,  but  having  all  the  artistic  fea- 
tures that  make  it  exteriorly  as  well  as  ulteriorly 
the  most  attractive  place  in  the  neighborhood;  the 
place  boasts  the  most  modern  improvements.  His 
barns,  the  farmer's  pride,  are  large  and  show  care- 
ful attention.  Mr.  Foote  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes  and  is  very  familiar  with  what 
pi«meer  life  is,  being  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
been  born  in  Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County, 
February  21,  1836. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Linus  Foote,  who  was  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1832  and  located  in  Lyon  Township, 
Oakland  County,  when  there  were  only  two  cab- 
ins in  that  locality.  On  making  his  advent  here, 
he  wended  his  way  along  an  Indian  trail  and  lo- 
cated his  land.  As  soon  as  he  had  taken  up  the 
tract  from  the  Government,  he  erected  a  log  cabin 
which  was  eight  feet  high  in  front  and  six  feet  in 
the  rear;  tliis  he  roofed  over  with  !)ark,  and  it 
boasted  neither  windows  nor  but  few  otlier  con- 
veniences, showing  that  indeed,  "man  wants  but 
little  here  below." 

On  first  coming  here  our  subject's  father  found 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  larder  supplied  at  least 
with  animal  food.     Deer,  hears,  wild  turkeys,  etc., 


were  within  constant  reach  of  his  riHe.  Neither 
were  wolve.s  scarce  at  that  time  and  many  were 
the  precautions  taken  to  guard  against  the  en- 
croachments of  these  most  vicious  enemies.  They 
had  many  friends  among  the  red  men  who  often 
visited  our  subject's  father  In  after  years.  The 
nearest  mill  was  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  tJiither 
he  went  on  horseback  with  his  supply  of  c-orn 
buckwheat,  etc.,  to  be  converted  into  flour  and 
meal. 

In  April,  1849,  Linus  Foote  sold  his  land  in 
Lyon  Township  which  was  then  pai'tly  improved, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  2!>,  Brigli- 
ton  Townsliip,  Livingston  County.  Here  he  also 
came  as  a  pioneer  there  being  at  that  time  very 
few  settlers  at  that  place.  He  died  in  1862  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years,  after  a  life  spent  in  hard 
woi'k  and  struggles  to  make  a  living  in  the  new 
country.  He  was  much  respected  and  liked  by 
his  associates  and  while  in  Lyon  Township  he  was 
awarded  the  office  of  Su(>ervisoi',  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  was  also  Treasurer  for  sev- 
ei-ai  years.  He  was  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcojial  Church. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage^ 
Mary  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York  State.  She 
survived  her  husband  by  a  number  of  yeai-s,  her 
decease  taking  place  in  1881,  she  being,  at  that 
time  seventy-five  years  of  age.  She  was,  the  mother 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living. 
The  youngest  son,  Adelbcrt,  enlisted  and  went  to 
the  army,  where  he  died  from  the  effects  of  a  bul- 
let wound  received  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. 

Our  subject  was  bora  in  the  log  house  that  his 
father  first  erected  on  coming  to  this  State,  As 
may  be  imagined,  there  were  not  many  educa- 
tional advantages  attainable  in  his  boyhood  days; 
he  attended,  however,  the  district  school  for  about 
three  months  in  the  year.  The  place  in  which  the 
school  was  kept  was  a  log  house  with  none  of  the 
appliances  which  make  teaching  and  learning  so 
fascinating  at  tlie  present  time.  After  his  father's 
death  our  subject  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  paid 
off  quite  a  large  indebtedness.  Since  that  time  he 
has  added  to  the  place  until  it  reached  its  jiresent 
fine  proportions. 
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The  original  of  tliis  sketch  was  married  October 
27,  1859,  to  Miss  Klizabetli  Fuller,  -who  came  with 
her  parents  to  Michigan  in  an  early  day  from 
New  York.  They  are  the  parents  of  two  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Herbert  E.  and  Car- 
rie. The  son  is  married  and  assists  his  father  in 
conducting  the  work  of  the  farm.  Cairie  is  a  tal- 
ented and  educated  young  lady  now  at  home. 
On  completing  her  school  course  at  home  she 
attended  the  State  Normal  atYpsilanti.  Mr.  Foote 
is  in  his  political  preferences  a  Democrat,  althongh 
he  takes  no  active  interest  in  politics.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
he  having  been  a  Deacon  in  the  chnrch  for  a  num- 
Iwr  of  years.  Socially,  both  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Poote 
stand  high  in  the  community,  being  recc^:nized  ns 
leading  spirits  in  nil  that  |>ertains  to  the  elevation 
of  the  social  tone. 


,IL   IRAM    \    MCHOT-S      Nothmg  is  of  deej^i 

J  111  mteiest  to  i  it  tdent  of  human  uatnie  and 
i^^    hnman  events  tian  to  ti-ace  the  caieei  of 

(^  one  wh  J  has  fought  his  wa^  up  to  a  posi 
lion  of  piominence  and  linancial  snoceis  In  dint 
of  In*'  own  pluck  push  and  perseverance  and  whi" 
has  notwitl  standing  the  strugglesand  temptations 
of  hi*!  earhet  jears  maintained  a  well  earned  repu 
tation  foi  probity  and  for  a  just  coniidtration 
foi  the  rights  of  gtheia  Sucli  a  study  do  we  find 
in  tl  e  life  of  him  whose  name  ippeais  at  the  heal 
of  this  paragiaph 

Ihe  splendid  faim  of  Mi  NichoL  which  is  sit- 
uated on  section  35  Brighton  Township  T  ivmg 
ston  County,  le  well  worthy  of  a  visit  from  anyone 
who  admires  a  finely  tilled  farm.  This  gentleman 
is  ft  native  of  Farmiiigton  Township,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  and  was  born  April  27,  1835.  His 
father,  Truman  Nichols,  of  New  York  birth  and  of 
Scotch  extraction,  was  bom  in  1811  and  grew  up 
to  farming  pursuits. 

Truman  Nichols  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Allen,  Aiigust  -23,  1831,  and  about  two  weeks  later 
the  brave   young  couple   started    to  make  a  new 


home  in  the  tlieii  Territory  of  Miclitgan.  He 
found  a  suitable  location  in  Fa.rmington  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  and  took  up  a  tract  from 
the  Government  land,  which  in  due  time  he  devel- 
oped into  a  fine  farm.  They  were  genuine  pio- 
neere  and  endured  bravely  the  vicissitudes  inci- 
dent to  such  a  life  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  Both 
he  and  his  good  wife  were  moat  conscientious  and 
devoted  in  their  religions  life  and  were  active 
membei-s  in  the  I^ptist  Church.  She  is  still  living 
but  was  bereaved  of  her  husband  October  7,  1877. 
Of  their  five  children  three  are  still  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  second  son  in 
this  interesting  family  and  ui>on  the  fann  and  in 
the  pioneer  log  schoolhouse  he  spent  his  boyhood. 
When  he  first  began  to  go  to  school  the  school- 
house  was  two  miles  distant  from  his  home  anil 
the  ambitious  little  fellow  trudged  faithfully 
through  the  woods  eager  to  gain  an  education. 
When  old  enougli  to  work  he  began  to  assist  liis 
father  in  the  clearing  away  of  the  forest  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm, 

Hiram  Nichols  began  life  for  himself  in  18S9, 
aftei  I  avmg  l>een  united  in  man-iage  with  the 
Hd\  of  his  choice  Miss  Frances  Parshall,  a  native 
of  this  Lf  untj  and  a  daughter  of  Luther  and 
l-mm<t  (Robetto)  Parshall,  both  of  New  York,  who 
cime  to  the  Wolverine  State  at  a  very  early  day. 
Mr  Fw  hall  wa*-  a  man  of  unusual  beauty  of  ehar- 
ictei  ind  benevolence,  prominent  in  the  Baptist 
Church  and  was  the  one  who  was  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  establi  hing  the  neat  edifice  belonging 
to  tl  it  denf  mmation  which  stands  near  the  liome 
of  oui  subject  He  passed  away  fram  this  world 
in  1870  hiving  reached  the  age  of  fifty-nine  yeai's 
ind  his  devote  i  wife  followed  him  two  yeai-s  later, 
kaving  f  >ur  children  to  mourn  her  loss. 

It  was  in  1859  that  our  subject  removed  from 
Oakland  County  to  the  neighborhood  where  he 
now  resides  and  two  years  later  he  purchased  the 
farm  which  is  now  his  and  to  which  he  has  added 
notable  improvemente.  He  has  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres  of  choice  land  and  upon  it  he  has 
placed  not  only  a  beautiful  home  but  excellent 
and  substantial  t>arns,  and  he  carries  on  the  busi- 
ness -of  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  Two 
children,  Albert  L.  and  Arthur  B.,  have  bnghtened 
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tliis  home  and  to  both  of  them  the  pareiita  have 
extended  excellent  educational  advantages  which 
tliey  liave  eagerly  embraced.  The  family  is  jivoin- 
iiiently  identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  Mr,  Nichols  is  exceedingly  in. 
fliiential  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  jMirty 
whieh  embodies  in  its  declarations  the  princi[»le^ 
wliich  he  considers  the  safest  guide  for  our  na- 
tion 's  f  ntiire. 

riL  ON.  FERRIS  S.  FITCH,  State  Snperin- 
i|r  Jl)  teiideiit  of  Pdblic  Instruction  and  editor 
-y^^  i»n<I  publislier  of  the  Oakland  County  Post, 
(^}  makes  his  home  at  Pontiae,  Mich.  He  was 
born  in  the  township  of  Bunker  Hill,  Ingham 
County,  Mich.,  February  1,  18.53,  at  a  place  now 
known  as  Fitchhnrg  from  the  fact  that  his  father, 
Kerria  S.  Fitch,  Sr,,  was  the  first  in  this  section  to 
make  a  (arm  in  tlie  unbroken  wilderness.  His 
mother  was  Kmma  -T,  Bailey,  and  both  his  parents 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  whei-e  they  were 
married,  and  from  wliich  tliey  i-emoved  to  Mich- 
igan in  1848,  The  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature  in  1853,  and  at  different 
times  was  named  prominently  as  a  candidate  for 
fiovernor,  in  Democratic  conventions.  He  was  a 
man  of  active  life,  yet  of  literary  tastes,  and  was 
III  religion  an  Episcopalian. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  labored  industriously 
upon  the  farm  imtil  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
entered  the  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  classical  course  in  1873  and  entered 
t!ie  literary  de|)artment  of  the  Univei-sity  of  Mich- 
igan the  same  year.  From  that  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  the  Class  of  1877  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  both  Normal  School  and 
University  he  was  distinguished  for  independent 
original  scholarship,  and  for  his  ability  as  a  wntei 
and  speaker.  In  the  Normal  he  acted  as  assistant 
instructor  in  Latin  during  his  senior  year. 

After  graduating  from  the  University  Mr.  F'if«li 
accepted  the  Chair  in  Latin  and  Greek  in  Smithson 
College,  Ind,  Soon  after  heginning  his  work  there 
he  Ijecame    active    President   of    the    college  and 


thoroughly  reformed  its  government  and  sj'stemof 
instruction.  In  1878  he  accepted  the  principal- 
ship  of  the  Pontiae  High  Scliool  at  a  very  critical 
time.  From  the  first  he  was  master  of  the  situa- 
tion and  soon  restoi-ed  harmony  to  the  institution. 
Here  he  served  for  three  and  one-half  years,  when 
he  was  made  Superintendent  of  the  City  Schools. 
Hecontinued  to  hold  this  position  until  June,  1890, 
when  he,  resigned,  against  the  expressed  wishes  of 
tlieeiitire  Board,  to  enter  the  field  of  journalism  as 
editor  and  manager  of  the  Oahlcnirl  Onmiii  Pout. 

Though  naturally  of  a  practical  and  conserva- 
tive mind  our  subject  is  n  pi-ogressive  educator, 
and  the  inveterate  foe  of  the  pouring  in  pi-ocess, 
and  of  cramming  tlie  young  mind.  He  is  the  i)eer 
of  any  man  in  the  State  in  the  study  of  intellectual 
themes  as  well  as  the  science  of  political  econ- 
omy and  civil  administration.  His  nomination  in 
the  fall  of  1890  to  the  ofiice  of  State  Supei-in  ten  dent 
of  Public  Instruction  was  entirely  unsought  and 
unexpected,  but  was  the  unanimous  and  sponta- 
neous action  of  one  of  the  most  representative  con- 
ventions ever  assembled  in  Michigan,  Tlie  nomi- 
nation was  made  by  Hon.  C.  11.  Whitman,  Regent 
of  the  State  Univereity,  and  was  enthusiastically 
received  by  educators  of  all  p.arties  throughout  the 
State,  His  election  was  considered  an  indication  of 
a  healthful  condition  in  educational  circles  and 
pi-opliecy  of  still  greater  progress  for  the  futni-c, 
Mr.  Fitch  was  married  August  4,  1881,  to  l^ettie 
M.,  daughter  of  George  D.  and  Mary  A.  (Park) 
Humphrey.  One  child  has  blest  this  union — Con- 
stance, who  was  bom  Mareh  !>.  1H8H. 

A  portrait  of  the  lion.  Mr,  FiTcli  is  prc.-cntcd  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume. 


J~,  OHN  RYAN  is  tlie  publisher  and  pi-oprie- 
tor  of  the  Lfviitffsloi)  (hunty  Democtrtt, 
which  is  published  at  Howell.  He  was  bora 
'  in  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  in  1858, and  is  a  son  of  John  and  EUza- 
beth  (Connor)  Byan,  who  settled  in  Hamburg  in 
1882,  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this 
county,  taking  up  Government  land,  of  which  our 
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aubject'e  father  owned  three  hundred  acres.  The 
family  occupied  tlie  log  house  which  was  erected  j 
on  the  place  for  seveial  years.  Tljey  later  added  j 
many  improvements  to  the  place  and  our  subject's  ^ 
father  resided  there  until  his  decease,  in  1883,  ' 
being  then  seventy- three  yeare  of  age.  He  was  a  : 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Catho- 
lic Chureh. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  his  pai'ents'  family,  i 
The  otht'i-s  are:  Edward,  .lames  and  Mary  (Mrs.  | 
Mrs.  M.  !).  Sullivan),  .lohn  Hyan  remained  on  j 
the  home  farm  until  the  winter  of  1885.  He  had  \ 
been  educated  in  the  common  and  High  Schools  ' 
of  Washtenaw  County,  this  State.  In  tiie  fall  of 
1884  he  was  elected  County  Clerk  and  assumed  , 
the  rights  of  his  ofMee  January  I,  1885,  holding  it  : 
for  two  terms,  during  whicli  time  he  lead  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1889. 

Our  subject  began  the  pi-aotice  of  his  profession 
at  Howell.     About   the    same    time  the  paper  of 
which  he  is  now    the  proprietor   was  offered   for   j 
sale,  and  he  purchased   it  in   February,  1890,  and 
has  since  run  it,  employing  three  men  and  a  boy 
in  the  office.     It  is  a  weekly  journal,  having  two  | 
thousand  subscribers,  and   is  printed  on  a  Taylor  ! 
power  press  which  is  run  by  steam.     He  also  does   . 
a  large  amount  of  advertising  and  job  work.     Mr. 
Ryan   is   the  owner  of    considemble    land   in    the 
State  and  also  of  the  old  homestead.  He  is  a  stock-  , 
holder  in   the   First  Slate  and   Savings  Bank  of 
Howell,  and  one  of  its    Director.     For  two  years 
lie  was  Township  Clerk  of  Hamburg,  and  held  the   I 
office  of  Supervisor  for  two  years.     He  is    one  of   ' 
the  prominent  and  rising  young  men  of  this  lo-   ' 
cality.  1 


JM  PorURis  the  editor  of  the  AlUai'ce 
l^enfiielnl  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  the 
State  ojgan  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
tlie  Indu'itiial  Union  of  Micliigan.  He  was 
bom  in  Cheshire  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  April 
11  1839  and  IS  a  fon  of  Capt.  Daniel  B.  Potter, 
who  traces  his  ancestry  back  to  Robert  Potter,  an 


Englisliman,  who  settled  iu  Warwick,  R,  I.  The 
grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
a  farmer  and  wagon  manufacturer  at  Cheshire,  In 
this  business  tlie  father  was  also  engaged  and  was 
a  Captain  in  the  State  Militia.  The  mother,  Dolly 
W.  Hall,  was  a  daughter  of  Simeon  Hall.  She  be- 
came a  widow  in  1844  and  herself  passed  away  in 
1851. 

Our  subject  belongs  to  a  family  of  thi'ee  sons  and 
three  daughters,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  yeai« 
of  age  attended  Ft.  Edward  Institute  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1866,  settling  in  Rome  where  he  at- 
tended the  Dickenson  Institute.  In  the  spring  of 
1857  he  went  to  Elgin,  III.,  as  a  clerk,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1861.  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  taken  sick  in  camp  and 
laid  aside  for  over  a  year  with  diphtberetie  fever 
and  the  doctor  said  he  would  not  live,  and  so  the 
Captain  never  reported  him  as  an  enlisted  man. 
After  his  recovery  he  took  a  position  as  clerk  in 
Chicago  in  the  dry  goods  house  of  Potter  Palmer, 
but  as  his  health  was  not  firmly  established,  he 
found  it  necessary  to  resign  and  come  to  Michigan 
where  he  was  afterward  employed    in   a   store    at 

In  1864,  Mr.  Potter  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth V.  Briggs  of  Adams,  Mass.,  and  located  upon 
a  fai'm  in  Armada,  Macomb  County,  and  in  1868 
took  up  the  business  of  general  merchandise  in  that 
place,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Potter  &  Mc- 
Cluskey,  but  two  years  later  sold  out  and  took  the 
position  of  a  cierk.  In  1872  he  ran  for  State  Leg- 
islature on  the  I>emoci-atic  ticket,  and  three  years 
later  he  became  the  assistant  of  the  Stfite  Superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  and  for  a  few  years  sub- 
sequent to  this  he  followed  the  business  of  a  trav- 
eling salesman. 
"  In  1879  Mr.  Potter  established  the  Ijinsing 
Sentinel  as  a  Greenback  paper,  the  name  of  which 
he  has  now  changed  to  the  Alliaitce  Sentinel.  He 
is  State  organizer  for  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
State  Lecturer  and  organizer  for  the  Citizens'  Al- 
liance and  was  City  Assessor  for  two  yeais.  He 
has  twice  been  nominated  to  Congress  by  the 
smaller  ]}arties,  but  of  course  has  not  received  an 
election  as  their  strength  was  not  sufficient.  His 
five  children  are:  John  B.,   Anna   E.,   Daniel   B., 
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Julia  M.  and  Gri-ace.  The  eldest  son  is  an  artist 
and  the  second  an  engraver,  while  Anna  is  the 
Htate  .Seci-etaiy  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Ho  is  a 
Spiritualist  in  his  belief  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the' Maecahees  and  |  the  Knights  of 
[,3l»nv. 


ylLLARD  C.  BROWN,  M.  D.  One  of  tiie 
prominent  young  pliysicians,  who  has 
already  made  himself  a  name  and  fame  in 
the  pi-etty  village  of  Brighton,  Livingston  County. 
this  Stale,  has  taken  kindly  to  the  social  condi- 
tions in  the  Wolverine  State,  although  he  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  having  been  born  in  Scho- 
liai-ie  County,  .Tuly  2.^,  IS.'iT.  He  is  at  that  age 
that  is  vivified  and  intensified  by  enthusiasm  for 
his  adopted  career  and  having  Jiad  the  best  oppor- 
tunities for  study,  he  is  well  prei>ared,  not  only  to 
practice  in  tlie  ordinary  eoui'se  of  his  profession, 
liut  to  make  original  i-eseai-ch  and  discoveries. 
Wei-e  there  not  a  chance  of  progressing  in  his 
chosen  course,  our  subject  is  of  a  nature  to  "  throw 
pitysic  to  the  dogs." 

Ife  of  whom  we  wnte  is  a  worthy  repj-esenta- 
tive  of  a  prominent  family  in  the  East,  one  that 
lias  taken  a  distinctive  sUnd  in  all  matters  of 
of  progress  and  governmental  advancement.  He 
is  a  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Brown,  a  native  of  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  has  been  a  minister  in  the 
(!hri8tian  Clini'ch  nearly  his  whole  life.  He  began 
|)i-eaching  the  Gospel  when  only  seventeen  years 
of  age,  but  was  not  especially  educated  for  tlie  suc- 
cessful pursuit  of  his  chosen  profession  until  after 
tiis  maniage.  He  has  preached  for  over  forty  years 
and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  work. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Nancy  McHench.  She,  also,  was  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  thei-e  died  in  1863,  liavinp  been 
during  her  life-time  both  a  help  and  inspiration  to 
lier  husband  in  tlie  higher  pui-suit  of  liis  chosen 
calling.  She  was,  and  has  been  dui-ing  the  greater 
p<n'tion  of  her  life,  a  member  of  the  Chrii^tian 
Church. 

Dr.  Brown  is  the  eldest  of  tlireesons  l>orn  Ui  his 


parents.  The  second  son,  Kev,  James  Irving  Brown, 
is  a   minister  in   the   Christian   Church,  having 

begun  his  ministerial  work  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Starkey  College,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  ministerial  work  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota.  The  third  son  is  also  a  preacher.  Rev, 
William  T.  Brown  felt  the  call  to  Gospel  work, 
like  other  members  of  his  family  at  a  very  early 
age,  being  but  sixteen  years  old  when  he  began 
preaching.  He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  the  largest  and 
most  important  i-eligious  body  in  that  New 
England  city.  Since  beginning  his  work  he  has 
enjoyed  the  best  educational  advantages,  iirst 
graduating  from  Starkey  College,  tlien  from  Union 
College,  of  Schenectady,  N.  W,  tlien  from  Va!e 
University. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  tec-eived  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  village  and  Higli 
Schools  of  his  native  place.  In  1876  he  commenced 
i-eading  medicine  under  Dr.  D.  M.  Jjconard,  of 
Broome  Center,  Scholiarie  County,  N.  Y.  After 
taking  quite  an  extended  course  under  this  dis- 
tinguished physician,  in  1879  he  eiitei-edthe  medi- 
cal department  of  the  University  of  New  York 
City,  and  graduated  in  1881.  While  studying  in 
New  York,  he  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  being  an 
attendant  at  the  clinics  in  Bellevue  Hospital. 
■  Immediately  after  flnishing  his  medical  couree 
in  New  York  our  subject  came  to  Brighton  and 
associated  himself  with  Dr.  McHench,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  physicians  in  this  portion 
of  the  State,  and  a  relative  of  him  of  whom  we 
write.  One  year  later,  Dr.  Brown  removed  his  lo- 
cation to  South  Lyon,  where  he  continued  practice 
until  1888,  In  1889  he  i-etumed  to  New  York 
City  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  general  course  of 
lectui-cs  in  surgery  and  general  diseases,  after 
which  he  re-located  at  Brighton,  whci-e  he  now  en- 
joys a  fine  practice. 

Generously  gifted  mentally,  and  with  a  brigtit 
pi-ospect  before  him  in  a  professional  way,  life  was 
not  complete  until  the  domestic  altar  had  been 
erected,  and  this  was  placed  and  the  household 
gods  so  stationed  that  they  smiled  serenely  on  the 
couple  in  1882,  at  which  time  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Becker,a  native. 
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itf  IJii^litim,  whose  parental  Iiome  is  Still  in  this 
l)lacc.  Thui  tlie  circle  of  lifts  witU  its  radiating 
interests,  was  completed.  One  child  has  enriched 
ftnd  blessed,  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  de- 
voted and  attractive  yoiiug  wife.  He  has  been 
named  William  Irving. 

Onr  subject  is  in  his  iK>litiea!  predilection  a  Re- 
publican, While  at  Lyons,  he  was  lionored  by  the 
office  of  Health  Officer  and  while  discharging  the 
duties  incident  to  this  position,  distinguished  him- 
self by  the  application  of  liis  knowledge  of  sani- 
tary laws  and  regulations.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
l>ei'  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  Past  Grand 
Master  of  tiie  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees, 
and  is  local  medical  examiner  for  the  last  named 
society.  Both  lie  and  his  wife  are  devoted  and 
earnest  members  of  the  Christian  Church.  Thoy 
are  yoiuig  people  from  whom  emanates  a  spirit  of 
progress  and  purity  of  pui  pose,  and  hence  exert 
the  host  inHnence  in  tUeir  chosen  Held  of  labor. 


^^  LFRKD  M.  (iRI'XiORY,  the  foi-mer  popular 
f^Oi    and  efficient  Snpei-visor  of  Locke  Towii- 
jjl  i'    whip,  Ingham  County,  is  one  of  the  mast 
^0  prominent   and    thrifty    citizens    of    this 

county,  and  is  a  native  of  Oakland  Coimty,  this 
State,  where  he  was  bom  April  27,  1845.  He  is 
the  son  of  Almond  and  Flora  E.  Gregory,  natives 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut  re3])ectively,  who 
migiated  to  Oakland  Coimty  at  an  early  day  and 
there  reai-ed  to  manhood  this  son.  He  received  a 
common-school  education  and  in  due  time  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Fannie,  daughter  of  Frank- 
lin O.  Jones,  of  Oakland  County. 

Six  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
worthy  wife  and  five  are  now  living,  namely: 
Charles,  Norton,  Floia,  Benjamin,  Renrick  and 
Ruel  (deceased).  In  1873  Mr.  Gregory  came  to 
Ingham  County  and  settled  on  the  farm  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  He  now  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  excellent  land  which  he  has 
gained    by  his  own   efforts  and    enterprise.      He 


taught  the  district  school  for  eleven  terms  and  was 
a  popular  teacher.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  his  township  in 
1881,  after  which  he  served  for  eight  successive 
years  with  credit  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  com- 


JOSEPH  SIBLEV,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Onon- 
daga Township,  Ingham  County,  was  born 
in  Rush,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  lieeember 
,^_^  13,  1HI7.  and  is  the  son  of  Ehsha  and  Anna 
(Bills)  Sibley,  Imtji  natives  of  New  England,  who 
settled  in  the  above  named  county  soon  after 
their  marriage  and  there  remained  througliout  life. 
The  father  held  some  township  offices  and  was  ;i 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  They  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children  of  whom  our  subject  was  the 
tenth. 

John  Sibley  was  reared  in  Rush,  Monroe  County,  ^ 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  remained  on  the  old 
homstead  until  he  I'eached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1838,  entering  into  Jiart- 
nersliip  with  his  brother,  Martin  K.,  and  buying 
(me  himdred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  where  oui' 
suliject  now  lives. 

Mr.  Sibley  cleare<l  his  farm  and  has  lived  up- 
on if  for  fifty-three  years,  and  has  nearly  all  of 
his  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  done  most  of  the  work  upon  his  place 
besides  t«aching  school  considerably  in  his  younger 
years.  He  was  a  Republican  until  recently  but 
now  l)elongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

Upon  New  Year's  Day,  1841,  our  subject  was 
married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Whitman,  of  Springport, 
Jackson  County.  She  was  l)Orn  in  Canada,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1815,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Char- 
lotte (Austin)  Whitman,  pioneers  of  Jackson 
County.  To  this  worthy  couple  seven  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Carrie  O.,  Charles  H., 
Alva,  Homer  W.,  Hubert  J„  Emma  and  Elsie  L., 
and  three  of  these  have  passed  to  the  other  world. 
The  son,  Charles,  lives  at  home  with  his  father  and 
is  Supervisor  of  Onondaga  Township;  he  married 
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Miss  Kmtiia  Brook,  of  Albion,  and  has  thi-ee  cliil- 
dren,  Frank,  (ieorge  and  liessie.  Homer  W.  is  ti 
stonecutter  at  Clinton,  Mich.,  and  married  Miss 
Klla  Pierson.  Hubert  .).,  a  farmer,  married  Miss 
Minnie  {iillnian  and  has  tive  ciiildren,  Everett  (.'., 
Kdith  M.,  (ii-ace,  Seott  and  Clyde.  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Tliomas  li.  Wheeler,  of  fjesiie,  this  State. 
The  oldest  daughter,  Carrie,  wlio  isnow  dei^ased, 
was  tlie  wife  of  Alva  Austin,  of  .Taekson,  and  left 
one  child,  Adelbert. 


JUSHL'A  K.  KJKKLANI).  Among  the  pi-uui- 
inent,  influential  and  wealthy  agriculturists 
and  representative  pioneers  of  Ingham 
^  County,  none  is  more  worthy  of  our  notice 
than  the  well-known  and  eftlcient  Supervisor  and 
Treasurer  of  Leroy  Township.  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y,,  is  his  native  home  and  he  was  born  January 
1 JJ,  1821,  being  a  son  of  Benjamin  Kirkland,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  Nancy  Knight,  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  whose  biother  was  a  soldier  in 
tiie  War  of  1812. 

His  father's  farm  in  New  York  was  the  scene  ut 
•loshua  Kirkland's  boyhood  days,  and  his  education 
was  largely  taken  in  the  district  schools,  which 
gave  him  a  good  foundation  for  future  studies, 
wl(ich  he  has  taken  by  himself.  His  father  pni'sued 
the  trade  of  a  tailor  as  well  as  carrying  on  a  farm. 
The  marriage  of  Joshua  Kirkland  with  Rebecca 
Morehouse,  which  eveut  took  place  September  29, 
1843,  brought  him  thi-ee  children,  of  whom  his  son 
Charles  of  Grand  Ledge,  is  the  only  one  living. 
After  the  deatli  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Kirkland  our  sub- 
ject was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Nancy  Brown,  the  widow  of  Uriah  Brown,  of 
Livingston  County,  By  this  marriage  which  took 
l)laco  in  1852  two  children  were  born,  one  of 
whom,  Elmer,  is  living  and  makes  his  home  in  J^- 
roy  Township,  He  manied  a  third  wife  in  1  872. 
They  lived  together  four  years.  .She  left  home 
and  our  subject  obtained  a  bill  from  her.  The 
present  Mi-s.  Kirkland  bore  the  name  of  Nina  R. 
Lathrop  and  she  became  Mrs.  Kirkland  in  1877, 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Cornelia. 


Our  subject  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1844,  mak- 
ing liis  home  in  Livingston  County  until  1852,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Ingham  County  and  during 
the  tirst  year  operated  a  steam  sawmill,  one  of  the 
first  in  this  region.  He  traded  this  mill,  which  was 
known  as  the  Podunk  Mill,  for  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  lives,  which  was  then  an  unbroken  forest. 
For  nearly  a  year  the  family  resided  in  a  log  cabin 
and  they  then  built  a  better  home.  This  gentle- 
man has  seen  much  pioneer  work  and  has  endured 
many  privations  and  hardships.  He  now  owns 
three  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  land  in  Wheat- 
Held  and  J^roy  Townsliit«.  By  his  own  hard  work 
and  enterprise  he  has  accjuired  this  handsome  prop- 
erty and  at  the  same  time  he  has  helped  forward  in 
every  way  [Kissible  any  movement  which  had  for 
its  aim  the  elevation  of  society  and  tlie  general 
pi-osperity  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Kirkland  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic oi'der  but  is  not  active  now  in  that  order. 
For  several  years  he  seized  as  Treasurer  of  Leroy 
Township,  in  which  office  he  was  unusually  elHcient. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  a  life  well  spent  and  the  i-esi)ect  and  esteem 
which  is  their  just  and  natural  meed. 

■iq'-        ...».aiei£.»...,        .pi 

^^HARLKS  H.  SIBLEY.  The  fanning  com- 
[|[  ,,  munity  of  any  county  forms  its  bone  and 
^^f'  sinew,  and  xiimn  the  character  of  that  part 
of  ifs  citizens  must  depend  mneh  of  the  future 
history  of  that  section.  Thrift,  industry  and  integ- 
rity must  abound  or  misfortune  and  hard  times  will 
come,  no  matter  what  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country  or  the  wealth  underlying  the  sod.  Ingham 
County  has  been  blessed  in  a  constituency  of  noble 
upright,  industrious  farmers  who  have  developed 
its  resources  and  brought  it  to  a  standing  with  the 
other  counties  of  the  State. 

Mr.-  Sibley,  who  has  a  line  farm  in  Onondaga 
Township,  was  born  upon  the  spot  where  he  now 
lives,  August  14,  1844,  his  parents  being  Joseph 
and  Charlotte  (Wliitman)  Sibley,a  sketch  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Charles 
is  their  second  child  and  received  his  early  training 
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upon  tlie  fai'in  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
schools  (iuring  his  earlier  years  and  afterward  at- 
tended school  at  Eaton  Kapids  and  studied  in  the 
union  schools  of  Lansing.  He  I'emained  at  home 
until  about  twenty-four  years  of  age  and  then  went 
to  (irand  Kapids,  where  he  worked  for  three  years 
for  the  Ganoe  &  Goodrich  Traspoitation  Company 
after  which  lie  spent  four  years  with  the  Phoenix 
Furniture  Company  in  the  same  city. 

In  1877  Mr.  Sibley  returned  to  the  farm  and  has 
since  given  his  undivided  attention  to  fanning. 
Ho  rents  his  father's  farm  and  canies  it  on.  It 
was  while  he  was  living  in  Grand  Rapids  that  he 
entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance,  choosing  as  his 
life  partner  Miss  Emma  GaiTctt,  of  Albion,  Mich,, 
and  they  were  maiTied  in  April,  1873.  She  is  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  and  is  now  the  mother  of 
three  promising  children:  i'l'ane,  George  L.  and 
Bessie  E. 

The  Democi'atic  IJarty  fonnerly  commanded  the 
vote  and  inftuence  of  our  subject,  but  he  is  now 
casting  his  ballot  with  the  Industrial  party.  In 
IS9I)  he  i-eceived  the  election  to  the  olHce  of  Super- 
visor of  Onondaga  Township,  and  being  re-elected 
in  the  spring  of  1891,  he  is  now  serving  his  second 
term.  Anything  which  pertains  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture  is  of  importance  in  his  eyes  and  lie  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  one  of 
its  trusted  counseloi's. 


^Ip^lCHARJ>  SEATON.  The  gentleman  whose 
Liif  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  typi- 
Ji  \|J  eal  American,  having  risen  from  an  hnmble 
position  in  which  poverty  was  hib  main  in 
heritance,  to  his  present  station  in  life  in  which  lie 
enjoys  a  pleasing  degree  of  affluence,  llri  stjcclss 
has,  however,  not  made  him  indifferent  to  the  soi 
rows  and  needs  of  the  great  majority.  His  heart 
is  ot>en  to  all  and  if  he  cannot  give  a  bit  of  com- 
fort of  the  substantial  nature  he  at  least  always 
bestows  a  kind  and  encouraging  word  upon  the 
distressed  one. 

Richard  Seaton  is  tlie  son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza- 
beth (Morion)  Seaton,  natives  respectively  of  lAn- 


colnshire  and  "N  ottiiighimshite  f  ngland  Our 
I  subject  s  father  wis  born  in  I"  aid  wins  worth  Town 
He  was  1  famiei  ind  the  paient  of  nine  childien 
.  fiv(  of  whom  weie  boj«  Iho  were  lohn  Will 
iam  Joseph  Rich^id  and  Roliert  The  foui  girls 
weie  Ann  Elizabeth  Rebecca  and  Maigattt  lohn 
Joseph  ind  Hichaid  came  to  tlie  I  nited  States  and 
finally  settled  in  Michigan  Joseph  howetei  died 
in  Illinois. 

Our  subject  was  bom  August  9, 1820,  in  Middle- 
raison,  Lincolnshire,  England.     He  was  raised  a 
farmer  and   to  the  thrifty  ways  common  among 
the  English  yeomanry.     He  was  deprived  of  edu- 
cational advantages,  but  his  native  wit  and  bright- 
ness did  much  for  the  youth.     Our  subject  came 
to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel    and    was    on    the 
;  ocean   for  six  weeks  and  one  day;  he  landed  in 
I   Canada  and  came  from  Quebec  to    Pontiac,  reach- 
ing that  point  June    12,  1846,   with  no   friends 
and  $15  in  debt.     A  brother  worked   in  Pontiac 
for  nine  yeai*  at  anything    he   could    get    to    do. 
Our    subject's  flrat   half  month's  work  received 
:  the    remuneration   of    *o,    which    represented   a 
fortnight's  labor   in  the  fields  during  the  haying 
season.     In  1854  he  came  to  the  place  where  be 
j   nowi-esides,locatiDg  on  section  11.     There  he  pur- 
j  chased  eighty  acres  and  has  since  added  forty  more. 
I  Since  that  time  he  has  steadily  advanced  in  (Inan- 
!  clal    position    and  his  place  has  been  made  very 
'   valuable  by    the    improvements    that  he    has  put 
,   upon  it.     His  residence  is  a  fine  brick  house  that  is 
j    tasteful  ill  design  and  roomy  in  size.   It  is  entirely 
j  unincumbered  nor  does  oursubject  owe  a  dollar  to 
j   anyone.     He  has  moreover  the  pleasant  assurance 
I    tliat  tliere  is  money  enough  laid  up  for  a  rainy  day 
01  for  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  old  age. 

May  12,  1844,  Mr.  Seaton  was  mamed  to  Emily 
West,  a  daughter  of  Itobert  and  Susan  West  of 
Middleraison,  Lincolnshire,  England.  Seven  chil- 
dren wei'e  the  outcome  of  this  union.  They  are  as 
follows:  Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
seven;  Joseph;  Emily,  now  Mrs.  Palmer;  Elizabeth, 
i  who  is  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Han-ison;  Alice,  who  mar- 
;  ried  John  Bristol;  Frances,  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Bristol,  and  John  Franklin. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  with    hie  wife  is  a 
{  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chureh  and  for 
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foity-five  years  they  have  been  actively  connectett 
with  the  interests  of  that  body  and  liavc  ever  been 
liberal  supporters  of  the  Gospel  work.  A  l>emoci-at 
in  pohtics,  our  subject  is  not,  however,  so  rabid 
hnt  what  he  ca;i  see  good  in  all  men  and  parties. 
He  is  an  honored  and  respeeted  citizen  and  a  kind 
friend  to  the  poor  and  needy.  His  wife  is  a  noble 
true-hearted  woman  whose  bright  cheeifulnes'*  is  a 
tonic  to  the  despondent  or  soriowing  she  has 
been  the  affectionate  helpmate  of  her  husband  m 
his  career  and  is  deserving  of  the  gieate&t  consid 
eration  by  all. 

ijU^ON.  FRANK  G.  ROUNSVILLE.     He  whose 
rjV  name  adorns  this  page    is  a  worthy  I'epre- 
/IW^  sentative   of    an    honoi'able    aud    talented 
(^)     family.    The  same  traits  which  made   his 
fatiier  successful  in  the  various  interests  in  whieh 
lie  was  engaged  is  discovered  in  the  son  in  an  aug- 
mented degree.   Naturally  of  a  daring,  speculative 
nature,  his  dealings    in    this    direction  liave  been   i 
modified  and  toned  by  a  well-lialanced  judgment  \ 
and  a  trained  conservatism.  He  is  at  present  Presi-    ; 
dent  of  the  City  Couneil,  to  which  he  generously 
gives  a  large  portion  of    his    time  from  his  varied    | 
interests  in  a  commei-cial  way,  being   a    dealer  in    , 
lumber,  grain,  wool  and  produce,  and  one  of   the  j 
most  active  and  energetic  business  men  in  Fowler-   ■ 
ville,  Livingston  County, 

A  native  of  Livingston  County,  Mieh.,  he  of 
whom  we  write  was  born  in  ITnadilla'  Township, 
February  18,  1848.  He  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and 
Sylvia  M.  (ToiTey)  Kounsville,  natives  of  Tomp- 
kins and  Tioga  Counties,  N.  T.,  respectively.  The  i 
father  was  an  artist.  He  came  to  Michigan  about 
184.5,  and  settled  in  Unadilla  Township,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  Like  most  men  wlio 
liave  the  artistic  instinct,  there  was  something  of 
the  Bohemian  aixtut  him,  and  lie  was  not  content 
to  settle  down  in  one  place  without  assuring  him- 
self in  a  personal  way  of  its  superior  advantages 
He  soon  went  to  Wisconsin,  thence  proeeeded  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in  stock-i-aising, 
and  in  1863  returned  to  Michigan  and  relocated  in 


I    Uimdilla  Township.     During  the  last  j-ears  of  his 
'    life  he  made  his  home  in  Fowlerville,  passingaway 
into  the  liei'cafter  in    December,  1864.     His  wife 
survived  him  some  two   years,  her  decease  occur- 
ring in  May,  186!).     Our  subjec';'s  father  was  Clerk 
!   of  Unadilla  Township   (or  two  terms.     He  was  a 
■    Republican  and  an  earnest,  progressive  man.      His 
paternal  grandparents  were    Benjamin   and  Anna 
(Gifford)    Rounsville,    natives    of    Massachusetts. 
They  wei-e    there    engaged    in    farming,   although 
they  spent  their  latter  yeare  in  New  York.    He  was 
the  father  of  five  children— Robert,  William,  Ben- 
jamin, Melissa  and  Cynthia.      The  two  ladies  are 
now  i-esidents  of  Minnesota. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  Setli 
IJ.  and  Elizabeth  (vStedman)  Ton-ey,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  former  was  a  contractor  aud 
builder  and  eamc  to  Michigan  about  1846.  He 
settled  at  Unadilla,  this  county,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  and  was  also  a  farmer;  he  died  in  1869, 
His  wife  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  in 
Oceola  County,  this  State.  During  Mr.  Torrey's 
lifetime  he  was  Township  Clerk  and  Road  Com 
missioner.  He  had  a  family  of  five  children. 
They  are:  Sylvia  M.;  Ann  E.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Glinn;  <:ieorge  S.;  Margaret  S.,  who  died  at  ten 
years  of  age;  Elinor  S.,  now  Mi-s.  Patterson;  Sarah 
E.,  who  is  Mrs.  Howell.  The  two  latter  live  in 
Jngliam  County,  this  State,  A  Democrat  politi- 
cally, socially  Mr.  Torrey  was  a  Mason.  His  par- 
ents were  William  and  Mehitable  (Baldwin)  Tor- 
rey, natives  of  Connecticut.  'Hie  former  died  in 
Tioga  County.  N.  Y.,  leaving  seven  children — 
William,  Samuel,  .lolin,  Namli,  Rhoda,  Betsey  and 
Hattie. 

The  Rounsville  family  are  of  French  origin,  as 
may  be  conjectured  by  the  name,  and  in  the  his- 
tory of  tiiat  country  they  take  a  high  stand  as  pa- 
triots and  law  makert^.  The  Torrey  family  is  of 
Sraitch  origin.  Our  subject  treasures  a  souvenir  of 
his  ancestors,  the  Rounsvilles,  that  is  in  the  form  of 
a  iKiokniark  of  an  arm  rocking  chair.  The  first 
representative  of  the  Rounsville  family  in  Amer- 
ica came  ovei'  in  the  "Mayflower."  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  one  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  They  are:  Frank  G.,  Charles  H., 
George  W.  and  Fi-ed  N.     Charles  H.  is  a  farmer  in 
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Delhi  Township,  Ingham  County;  George  W,  is  a 
wholesale  butcher  in  Lansing,  and  Fred  N.  is  also 
a  butcher  at  the  same  place. 

1  he  original  of  OHi  sketth  received  the  tiliica 
tional  advantages  ofteied  m  the  distiitt  --ohonl-, 
and  in  the  High  Schools  of  Ovid  C  Imton  Count\ 
\ftei  hnislung  his  course  he  taught  foi  thiee 
winters  m  Livingston  Countj  He  made  his  home 
under  the  parental  loof  until  he  wbj-  twentj  ^eai-- 
of  age  being  engaged  in  teaching  and  faiming 
His  home  pla«t  i^  within  the  piesent  limits  of 
Fowlerville  In  1873  he  puichosed  eighty  acres 
and  duiing  the  Itst  thirteen  ^eirs  hah  gnen  his 
attention  as  above  stated  being  the  middleman  be 
twoen  the  producers  of  Michigan  and  the  large 
Imyere  of  lumber,  cereals,  wool  and  produce  in 
tlu!  metroi>olitan  markets. 

.Mr.  Itounsville  is  a  man  of  marked  executive 
ability,  which  is  recognized  by  his  co-laborers.  He 
was  elected  to  i-epresent  his  home  county  in  the 
legislature  of  1887-88.  He  has  been  Supervisor 
for  two  terms  and  also  School  Inspector.  For 
yeaii*  lie  lias  been  connected  with  the  City  Council 
and  during  the  last  live  t«i-nis  has  figured  as  the 
President  of  the  city.  He  hn«  also  been  (.'lerk  of 
the  Council  several  times,  and  during  his  legisla- 
tive term  lie  secured  the  passage  of  seveml  measures 
that  have  been  gi-eatly  to  the  advantage  of  this 
locality. 

Life  being  not  complete  without  a  home  and  the 
close  ties  of  the  domestic  relation,  our  subject 
was  married,  November  28,  1872,  to  Mi's.  Helen 
M.  .lones,  of  Fowlerville.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  A.  and  Ann  E.  (Torrey)  Glenn,  natives  of 
New  York,  and  born  in  Seneca  and  Tioga  Coun- 
ties respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  1834,  settling  in  Dexter, 
Washtenaw  County.  Ills  father  was  Robert,  and 
lie  was  one  of  the  first  settlei's  in  Unadilla  and 
the  first  to  build  a  house  in  East  Unadilla,  he  him- 
self platting  the  village.  He  was  the  proprietor 
and  owner  of  a  sawmill  and  gristmill,  and  one  of 
the  promotere  of  the  interests  of  the  county.  He 
died  in  Unadilla.  His  son,  Nelson  A.,  lived  in 
this  township,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  a 
number  of  yeais  before  his  death.  He  was  a  Ma- 
son and  an  Odd  Fellow;  his  decease  occurred  De- 


cember 1,  1870.     He  was    the   father  of  two  chil- 
dren— Helen  M.,  Mi's.  Uounsville,  and  Geoi^  H. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  an  adhei-ent  of  Demo- 
cratic piintiples  as  a  lule  Socially  he  is  a  membi  i 
of  both  the  M-isonn.  fnternit^  and  of  the  Odd 
bellows  He  isnow  Mistei  foi  the  fifth  time  <  f 
the  Blue  Lodge  and  is  also  a  memltei  of  tin 
Ro^al  iicinum  Mr  Rouniville  hat  a  fine  homt 
and  beautiful  suiioundmgs  His  wife  was  i  most 
ei'timable  and  chaiming  woman  seconding  the  ef 
foits  of  hti  husband  most  admir^bh  m  all  pio 
gressne  diiections  Ihey  hadafamiH  of  foui  chil 
dien — CUde  died  in  infancy  Rose  F  passed  awa\ 
when  eight  -veais  of  age  and  Int  two  iie  now  In 
ing — Claude  U  and  Anna.  Mis.  Rounsvillc  died 
December  9,  1888. 


Kft.  .IKMIMA  ANN  SNYDER.  'Hie  pio- 
neer women  of  Michigan  passed  througli 
iderful  experiences,  and  it  is  well 
worth  the  while  of  the  young  people  of 
to-day  to  sit  at  their  feet  and  learn  of  them  les- 
sons of  industry,  courage,  pei'sevei-ance  and  i-eso- 
lute  detei-mi nation,  for  they  exercised  all  tlicse 
traits  in  their  early  occupancy  of  our  State,  and 
they  have  come  out  of  the  conflict  worthy  to  bear 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

Mrs.  Snyder,  who  is  now  a  lady  of  sixty-aeven 
yeare,  had  her  birth  in  1824,  in  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  there  she  was  married  at  tlie  age  of 
nineteen.  Her  pi'esent  home  is  in  Conway  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  where  she  cames  on  a 
fai-m  of  some  eighty  acres.  Her  father,  Isaac 
Dickson,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
wife,  Betsey  (Nichloy)  Dickson,  boie  to  him  nine 
children,  Ave  daughtei-s  and  four  sons,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Snyder  is  the  third  chiUl  and  second  daugh- 
ter. Jacob  Nichloy,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
had  a  family  of  nine  childi'cn. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mi-s.  Snyder  was  Jemima 
Dickson,  and  it  was  in  1843  that  she  was  united 
with  Mr.  Henry  Snyder,  by  whom  she  became  the 
mother  of  two  daughters  and  three  sons,  namely: 
Elizabeth,  deceased,  who  married  Mr.  Martin  Ben- 
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jamin;  Alice,  deceased;  Ira,  who  married  Sai-ah 
Leedle,  aud  has  two  cliildi-en;  John  II..  who  mar 
ried  Meiviua   Wilteie;    Owen,    who    married    Ida 

liarker,  and  lias  one  child. 

irpon  her  well -cultivated  fann  Mra.  Snydti  is 
carrying  on  a  general  fanning  ImsiiieHS,  and  sht 
lifts  seen  this  country  grow  up  from  a  wilderness 
to  its  present  prosperous  and  populous  condition 
When  she  first  came  here  there  was  no  landcleaied 
except  that  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Sabin 
They  built  a  log  house  I6s20  feet  in  dimension*, 
and  by  hard  toil  she  and  her  husband  gained  a 
oomfoi'table  competency.  Her  beautiful  home  wa** 
built  some  twenty-thi'ee  years  ago,  and  she  has 
three  good  Ijarus  which  were  erected  previous  to 
tjiat  time.  Henry  Snyder  was  a  hai'd  woiking 
man,  and  in  his  political  views  a  Democrat.  IIh 
s(ms  are  stanch  Prohibitionists,  who  syntpathize 
with  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association 
Mr.  Snyder  departed  this  life  in  18S4,  leaving  his 
widow  and  childi-en  to  mourn  liis  in-eparabk  ii>s,s 


j'-a^®-^  — — n^gU, 


•iKOROE  L.  ADAMS.  A  journalist  and  one 
'l|  ^.  who  is  the  molder  of  public  opinion  to  n 
large  extent  has  it  in  his  power  to  wield  an 
6  influenceforgood.  Unfoi-tunately  at tht 
present  day  sensationalism  is  found  to  ijay  better 
than  litei-ary  merit,  consequently  our  journals  are 
filled  with  it«ms  that  might  well  cause  parents  to 
hestitat*  to  place  the  journal  in  the  hands  of  then 
children.  Luckily  this  sensational  style  is  mote 
prevalent  in  the  very  large  cities  tlian  in  smaller 
towns  and  the  minds  and  morals  of  the  masses  are 
left  untainted.  He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  is  one  who  feels  the  lesponsibility  of 
his  position  as  proprietor  of  the  Fowlerville 
Review,  considering  that  his  work  is  as  much  an 
educational  one  as  that  of  the  preacher  or 
|>i'eaclier. 

Mr.  Adams  is  a  native  of  Oakland  County,  this 
Stat«,  and  was  kept  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  nine  yeare  and  then 
went  to  New  Hudson  in  Oakland  County,  where 


he  remained  for  five  jears,  thence  he  came  to 

'  Mount  Moiri"  At  fourteen  yeai-*  of  age  our  siil)- 
ject  l>egfln  tlie  pi-ai-tical  business  of  life  for  himself 
He  wab  m  a  drug  stoii  at  Mt  Mollis  for  one 
\eai  and  then  went  to  B.^art  Oceola  County, 
this  State  theie  engaging  in  catpentei  s  work  and 
followed  thit  line  until  1874  At  that  same  place 
he  began  to  learn  the  printei  s  ti'ade,  giving  up 
part  of  one  >eai  to  it.  'When  Willard  H.  Hess 
came  to  towlerville  he  with  oui  subject  began  llie 
publication  of  the  lowlemlle  fieiifw.  The  senior 
membei  bis  a  practical  punter  and  and  a  veteran 
m  newspapet  woik  The^  tondiicted  their  busi- 
ness undei    the  film   name  of  Hess  A  Adams,  our 

I   subjeit  continuinif  to  leam  the  trade  under  his 

I  partner  He  sold  out  his  interest  m  the  stock  in 
1H7« 

I  Aftei  disponing  of  his  pipei  the  oiiginal  of  our 
sketch  established  himself  in  the  gioceiy  business 
but  continued  inthatonl\  eight  months,  afterward 

I  embarking  in  the  hardnaie  business  with  Mr. 
Kelso  in  A\  ebbeiville  He  lemanied  thus  connected 
until  Tanuan  1,  18/9  when  he  ifold  out  and  re- 
turned   to    towkivillt      He  then   puichnsed   the 

'  I  ai)ei  that  he  was  instiumental  in  establishing.  It 
liad  lieconie  defunct  and  the  woik  «.f  revivifying 
It  was  equal  to  establishing  a  new  oigan.  He  has, 
howcTei  Iwen  ven  successful  m  the  work  and  has 
continued  the  publication  of  the  sheet  until  the 
piescnt  time  It  is  independent  in  politics.  Aside 
fiom  his  own  woiK   he  keeps  two  printei-s    con- 

I  staiitlj  emploved  in  the  office  btJ^ides  those  outside 
gatlieiiug  the  news 

Ml     Adams    e^tal  lished    the    domestic   relation 
Octobei    1    1874  it  which   he  united  his  fate  with 

I  that  of  Miss  Carrie  Tanner  ()f  tliis  place.  Jlrs. 
Adams  is  a  most  estimable  lady  of  marked  intel- 

!  lectual  ability  and  having  great  refinement.  Mr. 
Adams  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  lie  aJso 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen, 
to  the  Good  Templai-s  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance.  Outside  of  \m  joui'nalistic 
work  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  amassed 
a  very  comfortable  competency  in  the  manufacture 
of  the  Adams  Hand  Cylinder  Press,  in  which  he 

!   has  a  one-half  interest,  being  the  patentee  of  the 

I  presses  that  are  manufactured  in  this  village.     Our 
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subject  lias  striigjiletJ  liiird  f<;>i'  tlie  position  that  he 
has  gained  in  jounitilistic  work.  Years  Of  patience 
weve  required  before  lie  coiild  attain  tlie  footing 
desired,  and  his  mark  is  yet  above  Iiim  as  is  that 
of  all  good  and  progressive  men  everywhere,  lie 
with  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Kpis- 
Mtpal  Church  and  has  held  every  otHcial  position 
in  the  body  to  which  he  belongs,  lie  is  now  Class- 
Ijuader,  Steward, Tiustee  and  I'l-easurer.  He  is  the 
chorister  in  the  church  and  is  Sunday-school 
Superintendent  at  the  Griswold  schoolhouse  south 
of  the  village.  He  is  a  man  who  does  not  spare 
liiniself,  if  by  throwing  himself  into  the  breach  he 
can  help  along  a  fellow-hein^. 

■Ir^OSKI-;!,!,  SHAW.  AltUougli  liiinself  fol- 
1^1  ''-'"'''1!^  *'"^  serene  and  peaceful  calling  of 
iii  \\\  an  agriculturist,  our  subject  is  &  member  of  a 
^^  family  that  lias  traveled  extensively,  gain- 
ing by  pei-sonal  experience  and  observation  knowl- 
edge of  countries  and  [ieoples.  Our  subject's  ; 
father  was  Ebenezer  Shaw,  a  native  of  Massachu-  ■ 
setts,  who  in  an  early  day  went  to  Canada.  He 
waw  in  the  War  of  1812  and  on  going  to  the  Brit- 
ish Dontinion  was  there  married  to  a  Miss  Stephens. 
That  union  was  blest  by  the  advent  of  two  sons 
and  three  daughtei-s,  whose  names  are  James,  Bet-  i 
sey,  Huldah,  Susan  and  Roseell.  After  a  short 
residence  in  Canada  they  pr<xieeded  to  Grand 
Island  where  the  father  died,  the  place  of  his  de- 
cease being  only  about  six  miles  from  Niagaia 
"  Falls. 

Our  subject  was  Iwrn  July  20,  1823,  in  Branfoid, 
C'anada,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himself.  For  five  years  he  worked  ]i\ 
the  month  on  the  Krie  Canal  and  then  engaged  as 
an  employe  on  a  farm,  following  that  work  until 
he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  at  wliicli  time  he 
was  married  to  Kuby  Kent,  a  daughter  of  Joseplius  j 
Kent,  a  i-esident  of  New  York.  In  1845  oui  sub- 
ject came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Williamslon 
Township  on  a  fai-m  of  fifty  acres.  This  he  sold 
and  then  bought  eighty  acres  where  he  now  resides. 

The  traet  which  oursubjectpureJiased  and  which 


is  mentioned  above,  was  virgin  soil  and  was  cleared 
and  broken  by  him,  he  putting  up  the  buildings  as 
time  and  fortune  permitted.  Wholly  without  re- 
sources, his  energy  and  industry  have  made  him  a 
success,  so  that  now  he  has  accumulated  a  com- 
fortable property.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  txira  five  children.  They  are,  James,  William, 
Kuhy,  Etta  and  Susan.  Mi-s.  Ruby  Shaw  was  taken 
away  about  1859,  and  he  married,  in  September, 
1861,  Miss  Fanny  Ilicock,  a  daughter  of  Zaehariah 
Hicock,  a  native  of  Nefr  York, and  an  early  settler 
in  Ingham  County,  where  he  died  about  1871. 
'Hiis  wife  did  not  long  survive  and  Mr.  Shaw  was 
again  mairied,  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  Lamb,  a 
daughter  of  James  Lamb,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  emigrated  in  an  early  day  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Lorain  County  and  later  in  Wood  County,  finally 
locating  in  Ingham  County  neai'the  city  of  Mason 
where  he  died;  the  mother  still  survives  and  at 
seventy-eight  years  of  age  possesses  her  faculties  to 
a  remarkable  degree. 

Mr.  Shaw  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
He  was  drafted  in  the  late  war,  biit  feeling  that  he 
was  needed  at  home,  lie  hired  a  substitute.  A  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  principles,  he  is  and  always  has 
been  loyal  to  his  party.  He  is  a  memtier  of  the 
Industrial  Union.  To  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  third  wife 
have  been  bom  the  following  children:  Florence 
M.,  Fred  R.,  Iva  B.,  Frank  J.  and  Bertha  B.  All 
are  stilt  at  home  with  the  exception  of  Frank  J., 
who  died  when  about  two  yeais  of  age. 


Jl  OLL  C.  CHOATK.     Th. 
are  now  a*  much  in  ete 
be  IS  one    that    must  1 
_       those  whose  feet  are  n 


'he  thought  that  wc 
eternity  as  we  ever  shall 
lie  strengthening  to 
neaiing  the  brink  of 
tlu  rivei  where  farewells  will  be  said  to  the  friends 
on  tins  side  in  order  to  give  a  fond  greeting  to 
those  on  the  other.  There  is  but  oae  life,  but  it 
changes  its  phase  and  form  to  suit  its  new  condi- 
tions and  wlien  one  has  reached  fourscore  and  four 
^eais,  almost  can  one  feel  the  stirring  of  the  new 
impulse  and  life  under  the  old  form. 

(Jne  f)f  the  pioneera  in   Michigan,  our  subject 
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uame  in  with  tlie  jubilee  tint  i^as  felt  bj  the  early 
settlors  when  Michigan  wis  admittLti  as  a  State 
He  is  now  an  e's.tenhive  faimei  on  section  -J 
Handy  Township  Livmj^iton  (  OHnt\  Imvmg  io 
t:ated  the  same  Imd  in  1S36  which  was  patented 
to  him  directly  fiom  the  dovei anient  Inoieiis 
later  he  came  to  mike  his  le  idence  heie  It  wis 
heavy  timber  itnd  and  tlie  lirst  hiltot  that  then 
foresight  afforded  was  a  log  house  which  answeied 
every  purpose  in  the  cnidity  of  the  woods  and  the 
time  aiid  there  they  lived  for  about  fifteen  yeats, 
when  the  first  lioiise  was  replaced  hy  a  substantial 
frame  dwelling  and  later.in  IKTUJie  built  his  present 
Ibie  home. 

Mr.  Choate  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  there  born 
December  13,  1807.   His  imrents  were  William  and 
I'olly   (Conkey)  Cboate,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  former  was  a  farmer  by  calling  but  by  tmde 
was  a  bootand  shoe  makei'.    When  only  eight  years 
of  age  the  lad  Joel  was  motherless,  and  in  1H37 
his  father  came  to  Michigan  and  not  a  great  while 
after  died  in  Jackson  County,   There  was  a  family 
ui  twelve  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing— our  subject  andSteplien  V.  who  lives  at  Tliree 
Hivers,  this  State;  he  is  by  profession  a  physician 
and  surgeon  now  retired  from  active  business.  Tiie 
grandfather  was  William  Choate,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut.    While  a  lad  onr  subject'atteuded  school    ' 
in  Vermont  and  ^ter  going  to  New  York  he  made 
bis  home  with  his  brothers,  working'   on    the  farm 
and   attending   school    at    Middlebury,    tlenesee 
County,    N.    Y.     He    remained    with    them    until 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  set  out  for  him-    ■ 
self  nntil  he  came  West  in  1836.     He  paid  ten  shil-    ■ 
lings  an  acre  for  his  first  real-estate  investment   in 
this  State  and  for  a  time  made  his  liome   with  his   j 
lirother.  Hazel.     After  working  out  tor  one  year   | 
he  came  to  his  farm  when  he  began  the  work  <if   ! 
clearing  the  timber  and  from  that  time  to  this  has  ' 
not  ceased  to  make  impi'ovements  upon  the  place. 
In  a  business  way   he  is  a  self-made  man,  having 
acquired  his  present  handsome  proiierty  by  his  own 
unaided  effoi-ts.     He  lias  been    engaged  in  raising 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  and  in  breeding  fine  hoi-ses. 

Mr.  Choat«  has  been  awarded  vai-ious  township  | 
ortices  and  has  greatly  helped  the  county  by  his  i 
enterprise  and  progressive  ideas.     He   has   never   j 


been  able  to  sum  up  courage  to  leave  the  bacheloi'S 
in  Older  to  become  a  Benedict,  and  although  he  has 
«  beautiful  home  it  is  presided  over  by  a  hoiise- 
keepei  Mrs  I)  Hall  a  daughter  of  Asaand  Sophia 
MastK  Mi-s  Hall  in  a  widow  and  the  mother  of 
two  children  Mt*  Hall's  mother  kept  house  for 
Ml  thoatefoi  thiitv  sixyears  after  her  husband's 
diath 

1  he  onginal  of  oui  sketch  is  a  man  who  can  be 
depended  upon  to  contribute  lil)erally  of  his  tinie 
and  money  in  any  measure  or  enterprise  thatpi-om- 
ises  to  be  for  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  lo- 
cality in  which  he  lives.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
and  the  only  one  now  living  upon  laud  taken  ap 
at  that  time  in  this  township.  On  first  coming 
here  the  nearest  market  was  at  Dexter,  a  distance 
of  thirty  miles  from  his  home  and  the  nearest  mill 
was  at  I'inckney,  sixteen  miles  away  and  over 
rough,  unworked  roads  and  through  heaviest  tim- 
ber. He  is  to-day  one  of  the  wealthy  and  represen- 
tative farmers  of  this  township. 


,Tp\,  ICIIAHD  T.  BHKifiS.  The  subject  of  tint 
ilky  sketch  is  well  known  for  his  honesty  and 
'^%  integrity  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 
^^  business  community  and  the  respect  and 
liking  of  a  broad  and  infitiential  acquaintance. 
He  is  a  representative  pioneer  of  Locke  Township 
Ingham  County,  and  a  native  .of  Canada,  where  he 
was  born  April  11,  1832,  being  a  son  of  Stanley 
and  Ann  ISriggs,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  In  the  fall  of  1«4()  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Clinton  County,  this  State,  and  in  1847 
he  aided  his  father  in  building  the  first  frame 
house  in  Lansing  and  helped  a  Mr.  Lovejoy  a 
butcher  to  kill  and  dress  the  firat  beef  creature  that 
was  slaughtered  in  Lansing. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neer merchants  of  T-ansing.  His  children  who  sur- 
vive are:  Chathering,  -Tames,  Mary  (Mrs.  Hunt), 
Richard  T.,  and  Elizabeth  (Mrs.  Wliiteley).  It 
was  in  1848  when  the  family  removed  to  Ingham 
County  and  Richard  had  already  been  in  .his  fa- 
ther's employ  for  a  number  of  years  at  Lansing. 
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His  school  a<lvaiita^ti  liad  Iteeii  exceedingly  limit- 
ed and  his  education  has  been  almost  entirely  the 
i-einilt  of  his  extensive  course  of  reading  wliich  has 
made  him  the  intelligent  gentleiiiau  which  he  is 
today. 

llpou  Febriiaiy  H.  1853,  this  young  man  wa« 
iiuited  in  marriage  with  Anriila  irlunt  a  native  of 
Oakland  County,  and  daughter  of  I^vi  and  Au- 
i-ora  Ilnnt,  pioneers  of  that  county.  Her  father 
was  one  of  the  firat  navigators  between  Detroit  and 
Saginaw  and  sailed  with  Captain  Ward  on  the  J^kes, 
Six  children  blessed  their  home  and  of  this  num- 
l>er  Ave  are  now  living,  namely:  Edwin,  Nora 
(Mrs.  Frank  Maxwell),  Dick,  Anna,  Minnie  (de- 
ceased), and  Myrtle. 

Jn  1856  Mr.  Briggs  settled  upon  the  farm  whei-e 
he  now  lives,  and  at  that  time  tliere  had  not  been 
a  tree  cut  upon  the  place.  He  erected  a  log  cahiii 
14x16  feet  in  dimensions,  and  it  was  a  number  of 
years  before  he  erected  the  attractive  home  wliieh 
now  stands  upon  the  farm.  He  farmed  with  ox- 
teams  in  those  early  ilays  and  tliei-e  were  no  roads 
tiii'uiigh  this  part  of  the  county.  He  owns  ninety- 
tfix  acres  of  land  wliieh  he  has  brought  from  the 
condition  of  a  wilderness  U)  that  of  a  richly  culti- 
vated farm.  He  is  identified  with  the  Faimei's' 
.Vlliance  and  in  his  political  views  he  is  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Democratic  party.  The  reputation 
of  a  flrst-elass  huntsman  and  good  shot  was  his  in 
the  early  days  and  even  now  he  delights  in  going 
hunting.  For  the  first  three  yeai-s  of  his  i-esidence 
here  he  funiislied  with  his  rifle  all  the  meat  whieli 
was  broiiglit  to  the  family  liirdcr. 


<jir^  MURY  DUKFKF.  Tliere  is  a  saying  that  life 
fe)  at  twenty  is  a  tragedy,  at  forty  a  comedy 
I'E. -i^i  and  at  sixty  a  roaring  farce,  which  means 
tiiat  as  the  years  pass  one  leanis  that  the  few  years 
spent  here  ai'e,  after  all,  but  an  incident  in  the 
great  eteniity  and  each  little  phase  of  the  career, 
important  as  it  may  seem  at  the  time,  loses  to  a 
great  extent  its  significance  and  individuality  and 
become  a  part  simply  of  "when  I  was  a  boy"  or 


"when  r  was  a  young  man."  He  of  whom  we 
write  has  already  passed  the  septugenarian 's  mile 
post,  liaving  been  l>orn  March  27,  1820,  in  Pal- 
myra Township,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  now 
a  resident  on  section  1,  Handy  Town sliip,  Livings- 
ton County,  liaving  come  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  his  present  location  in  1867.  Here  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Mary  (Allen ) 
i>ui-fee,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York 
respectively.  The  former  was  employed  as  a  farmer 
in  that  State  and  continued  in  the  callinguntil  his 
decease.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  pi'eferencc 
and  belongs  to  that  quaint  religious  body  com- 
monly called  yuakei-s,  more  pleasantly  Friends,  who 
have  given  some  of  the  noblest  characters  to  the 
world — people  whose  lives  are  models  of  p\irity 
and  cleanliness.  Stephen  and  Mary  Duifee  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  only  three  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  eldest,  Chloa,  is  Mrs.  Under- 
wood; Anna  D.  is  Jlrs.  Wicks;  then  comes  our 
subject. 

Mr.  Durfee's  grandsire  was  Gideon  IJurfee,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  later  moved  to  New 
York  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  had  a  lai'ge  family,  comprising  twelve  children. 
He  was  a  Federalist  in  party  inclination  and  gavt- 
the  wliole  of  his  warm  Irish  nature  to  any  cause 
that  he  espoused.  The  original  of  our  sketch  was 
reai-ed  on  tlie  home  farm  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty-six  yeare  of  age  and 
then  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Wayne 
County  in  the  township  of  Lavonia  in  1846.  On 
coming  to  this  State  he  purehased  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
same  for  twenty  years.  During  that  time  he  held 
various  otHcea  in  the  township,  especially  those 
concerning  educational  matters. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  time  above  mentioned 
Mr.  Uurfee  traded  his  faim  in  Wayne  County  for 
his  present  farm  in  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County.  He  was  united  in  matrimony  in  1841  to 
Miss  Eliza  J.  Carr,  who  died  leaving  him  one  son, 
wliose  name  is  Edgar,  now  of  Fentonville,  Mich. 
This  young  man  married  Elizabeth  Bennett,  who  is 
now  deceased;  she  left  a  family  of  four  children 
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— ^Elmer,  Everette,  Jesse  and  Klman.     By  the  sec-  ; 
Olid  marriage  he  was  united  to  Allie  Johnson   and 
is  the  pai'ent  of  three  children   by   tliis   union — 
Ciai-ence,  Claude  and  Freddie. 

After  living  some  time  alone  our  subject  married 
liis  wife's  sister,  Cordelia  Cair.  She  was  a  native 
of  Palmyra  Township,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Her 
parents  were  David  and  Rebecca  (Evans)  Carr, 
natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
jtnd  came  to  Michigan  in  1844.  He  settled  in  Sliia- 
wassee  County  and  was  there  engaged  In  farming, 
remaining  until  bis  decease.  They  liad  a  family  of 
thirteen  childi-en ,  of  whom  six  only  are  now  living, 
'I'liey  are  James  E.,  Mrs.  Durfee,  ]>avid  A.,  Reheccn 
M.,  Caroline  A.,  who  is  Mrs.  Harder  and  Emil^-. 

Nine  children  grace  tlie  union  of  our  subject  and 
Jiis  present  wife.  They  are  Eliza  J.,  Henry  H., 
Stephen,  Clarence,  Helen  V.  Alfi'ed.  Eliza  married 
Mr.  Hughes  and  is  the  mother  of  one  cliiid — In  is  C'.; 
Henry  H.  married  Saville  Allen  and  is  the  parent 
i>f  three  children — Daisy.  Bessie  and  Oral;  lie  is  a 
successful  farmer  in  this  county.  Stephen  maiTied 
Kttie  D.  Pitts;  their  union  lias  teen  hlest  by  the 
advent  of  three  children — Archie  A.,  EIroy  II.  and 
^^thel  H.,  the  last  named  being  twins.  Clai'ence  M. 
married  Carrie  Atkins;  they  have  four  children — 
Mabel,  Erma,  Emory  and  Pereival;  two  of  these 
children  are  by  a  former  marriage  of  Mrs.  Dur- 
fee with  George  Huek.  Helen  V.  now  Mi-s.  Eugene 
Cheeney;  she  also  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Pearl,  Blanche,  Vern  and  J^ester  H.,  who  is  de- 
ceased. Alfred,  William,  Edith  and  Annie  are  tiie 
lemaining  members  of  the  f.imily. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  sought  to  give  his 
children  every  advantage  in  an  educational  way 
possible  to  their  condition  and  location.  They 
have  all  had  the  advantages  of  a  lil)ei'al  education 
and  are  intelligent,  and  refined  men  and  women 
who  take  a  prominent  position  in  society  wherever 
found.  Stephen  is  princi]>al  of  the  High  School 
at  Vernon,  Shiawassee  County,  this  State;  Alfred 
is  engaged  in  teaching  in  a  High  School  in  Col- 
orado; Helen  has  been  a  teacher  as  have  also  Editli 
and  Annie.  They  are  all  graduates  from  the  High 
School. 

Mr.  Durfee  is  a  Republican  in  his  ]x>litical  senti- 
ments.    For  many  years  he  lias  l>een  a  member  of 


the  Odd  Fellows  and  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance of  this  section.  He  is  a  man  wlio  ranks  among 
the  first  of  the  agriculturists  in  this  region.  Mr. 
Durfee's  father  is  the  first  man  that  ever  raised  a 
huilding  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  without  distributing 
whisky.  He  inaugurated  his  temperance  princi- 
ples by  giving  a  fine  supper  instead  of  the  intoxi- 
cants. Our  subject's  great-giand father  came  from 
Ireland  in  17.16  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 


^^i^-m= 


J^AVID  MOODV.  Tlic  liritish-Americfiii 
3)  citizens  of  Michigan  are  a  fine  cla-ss  of 
^  sturdy,  stalwart  men  of  pluck  and  princi- 
ple, who  have  madetlieir  mark  and  a  good 
one,  and  have  l>een  helpful  in  the  dcvelo|imentand 
])rogre»i  of  the  Wolvei-ine  State.  Among  them  we 
seldom  find  any  man  who  falls  below  the  average 
in  ability  or  enterprise,  and  among  those  who  are 
far  alwvethis  middle  line  we  find  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  writing, 
and  whose  home  is  situated  upon  a  farm  of  (me 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  on  sections  1  and  2  of 
Howell  Township. 

Our  subject  was  ttorii  in  the  city  of  York,  Eng- 
L-ind,  February  8,  1816,  his  honored  parents  being 
James  and  Mary  (Carter)  Moody.  The  father  was 
iKii-n  in  the  city  of  Durham  and  the  mother  was  a 
Yorkshire  lass.  In  his  younger  days  James  Moody 
wiis  engaged  in  traveling  in  various  iMirts  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  but  he  decided  to  emigrate  to 
the  New  World  and  in  1823  came  to  America  and 
settling  in  the  township  of  Schuyler,  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he 
continued  until  death  called  him  hence,  leaving  a 
family  of  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  only  one  now  surviving.  The  father  of  James 
Moody  was  a  Scotchman  who  emigrated  to  Eng- 
land and  made  that  his  home,  and  he  in  turn  was 
the  son  of  a  David  Moody  from  whom  oni-  subject 
gets  his  name, 

David  Moody,  the  younger,  was  brought  up  like 
other  farmer  lioys  with  plenty  of  hard  work  and 
outdoor  exercise,  and  after  studying  in  the  district 
schools  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  he  made  his  home 
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with  his  father  until  that  parent's  death.  He  then 
continued  to  eany  on  the  fann  until  1868  when  he 
came  West,  and  purchasing  two  hundred  and  forty 
aores  of  land  where  he  now  lives,  Imilt  a  beautiful 
home  and  a  line  set  of  barns  and  settled  down  to 
do  general  farming.  Before  coming  here  he  had 
held  the  ofHce  of  Assessor  in  Oneida  County  for 
nine  yeai-s. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Moody  which  took  place  in 
1H39  united  him  with  Miss  IJetaey  Geer,  daughter 
of  Dyer  and  Sarah  (Briggs)  CSeer.  To  tliis  home 
came  one  child,  James,  who  has  manied  Esther 
Bentley  and  has  one  daughter,  Mary  R  They  make 
their  home  in  C'ohoctah  Township.  Mre.  Betsey 
Moody  ]}assed  from  this  life  in  1852  and  the  sec- 
ond Mi-s.  Moody  was  married  to  our  subject  in 
1868.  Her  maiden  name  was  Amanda  F.  Huston 
and  slie  is  a  d.aughterof  John  and  Laura  (Bentley) 
Huston  of  Canton,  Wayne  County,  Mich. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moody  are  earnest  and  active 
members  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Chmvjh,  and 
he  has  Iwen  a  Steward  of  the  church  and  is  now  a 
Trustee,  and  has  taught  in  tlie  Bible  class  for  some 
twenty  years.  He  is  an  ardentPi-ohibitionist  in  liis 
political  views  and  an  earnest  worker  for  temper- 
ance in  every  line.  Sarah  A.,  the  daughter  of  our  i 
subject,  i-eceived  her  education  in  Howell  Township  . 
and  has  taught  music  for  some  time.  Mr.  Moody 
is  considered  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of 
Howell  Township,  and  is  univei'sally  respected  for 
his  sterling  qualities  and  tnie  neighborly  kindness. 
The  father  of  our  subject  often  heard  the  celebrated 
Pitts,  Fox  and  Sheridan  in  the  House  of  Ct 
in  their  able  and  eloquent  oratory. 


^^  BEL  S.  AUSTIN,  M.  D.      The  profession 
(@fLJl     which   represents  tlie    benettcent   healing 
III  il    art  has  many  noble  memliers  whose  lives 
^C  arc  filled  with  acts  of  goodness,  and  whose 

most  strenuous  effort  is  to  attain  tJiat  skill  which 
is  necessary  in  saving  life  and  i-estoring  health. 
Such  a  life  work  raises  a  man  above  the  sordid 
motives  which  actuatemany  of  mankind,  aud  gives 
to  life  a  meaning,  which  moi-e  mercenary  callings 


cannot  gi'aiit.  We  are  therefore  always  gratified 
to  be  able  to  inti-oduce  to  our  readers  the  phys- 
icians who  have  won  for  themselves  a  high  place 
in  the  profession  in  Livingston  County. 

Dr.  Austin,  of  Fowlerville,  is  one  of  tlie  most 
prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  in  tlie  State, 
liaving  had  an  extensive  practice.  He  was  born 
in  Potsdam,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N,  Y,,  February 
26,  1835.  His  father,  Oliver  Austin,  was  a  native 
of  Vermont  aud  his  mother  Harriet  Sealey,  was 
born  in  Ixindon,  England.  Oliver  Austin  was  au 
extensive  farmer  in  his  early  days  aud  is  now  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead,  having  retired  from 
active  life.  He  is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Disa  Aus- 
tin, who  were  Vermonters  by  birth  and  moved  to 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  in  their  early  days. 
There  they  engaged  in  farming  and  late  in  life 
removed  to  Potsdam  village,  where  they  spent 
their  later  years.  Four  of  their  five  children  arc 
still  living,,  namely:  Phineas,  Jr.;  Oliver,  Lucy, 
and  Melissa.  The  son  wlio  died  bore  the  name  of 
Joseph. 

Harriet  Sealey,  wlio  became  the  mother  of  oui' 
subject,  came  to  America  when  a  child  of  seven 
years,  and  passed  her  girlhood  in  the  Eastern 
States.  After  her  man-iage  with  Oliver  Austin  slie 
became  the  mother  of  a  niimei-ous  liousehold,  and 
ten  of  her  seventeen  children  are  now  living, 
namely:  Dr.  Aiiel  S.,  of  Fowlerville,  Dr.  George 
O.,  of  Morrice,  Shiawassee  County;  the  Rev,  Charles 
W.,  pastor  of  the  Dansville  Methodist  Episcoijal 
Church;  Emma,  Mrs.  Swift;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Collins; 
Helen,  the  wife  of  tlie  Rev.  Mi-.  Bramley,  wlio  was 
foi-merly  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Black  River 
Conference  in  New  York;  Alice,  Mrs.  Garlick; 
Fi-ancene,  Mrs.  Nelson;  Dr.  Edwin  H.,  of  Gaines, 
(ienesee  County,  Mich.,  and  Edward  J.,  who  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead.  The  latter  two  are 
twins.  The  fatlier  was  formerly  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Republiean  iiarty.  In  their  church  relations  tliis 
family  are  earnest  and  active  memlwrs  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch. 

Having  spent  his  younger  days  iipon  the  home 
farm,  young  Austin  studied  at  the  Academv  at 
Potsdam  and  came  West  in  the  fall  of  1856  set- 
tling at  Waukesliaw,  Wis.,  where  he  taught  school 
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for  three  years,  putting  in  all  lita  spaie  time  in  tlw 
study  of  medicine.  His  fii-sl  preceptor  was  Dr.  C 
A.  Leitstrom  of  Waukeshaw  and  he  attended  let  t- 
ures  during  the  fall  of  1859  and  during  the  spring 
of  1860  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  He  began  his  first 
practice  at  Argentine,  in  Genesee  County,  Mich,, 
and  took  his  second  course  of  lectures  in  1865  at 
the  Cleveland  medical  college.  After  receiving 
his  diploma  he  was  appointed  as  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  United  States  anny  and  was  with  the  Ai-my 
of  tlie  Cumberland  nntil  near  tlie  close  of  the  war, 
at  which  time  he  was  taken  sick  and  reaigned. 

Returning  to  Argentine  the  young  pliysician 
remained  there  until  liis  health  was  finally  estab- 
lished and  he  then  went  to  Hyron,  Shiawassee 
Connty,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  active  practice. 
While  there  he  built  np  a  large  practice  and  had 
an  extensive  ride.  In  1873  he  sold  out  liis  hnsi- 
iiess  in  Byron  and  coming  to  Fowlerville  eslali- 
lished  himself  here  in  his  profession.  He  has  farm- 
ing interests  in  this  county  and  owns  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  three  miles  soutli- 
enst  of  the  village.  He  lias  also  interested  himself 
in  fine  stock,  and  now  owns  the  celebrated  stallion 
"  Nestor"  who  has  a  record  of  2:26:^.  He  was 
foaled  June  9,  1880,  and  the  doctor  is  now  raising 
some  of  his  colts.  No  hoi'se  in  the  coimty  has  ever 
Imrt  so  fine  a  record  as  "  Nestor." 

Dr.  Austin  has  one  of  the  most  lieautiful  homes 
in  Fowlerville  and  over  it  presides  with  gracious 
dignity  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  1861. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Emma  Cable  and  her  pai'ents 
were  David  and  Sarali  (Calhoun)  Cable  of  Detroit, 
who  had  their  nativity  in  New  York.  When  tliey 
fii'st  came  West  they  made  their. home  at  Itedford, 
Wayne  County,  where  Mr.  Cable  was  the  firet 
merchant  in  the  place.  His  last  days  were  spent 
in  that  village,  and  his  wife  died  at  Morenci,  Mich. 
The  doctor  and  his  wife  have  two  children,  Arthur 
and  Eva.  Arthur  is  now  a  physician  and  read 
iiiedieine  fii-st  with  his  father  and  then  with  Dr.  T. 
A.  McGraw  ofDetroit,theleadingsui^onofMich- 
igan.  The  young  man  received  his  diploma  at 
Detroit  in  the  medical  college.  During  hisstudies 
in  the  college  at  Detroit,  he  assisted  in  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  for  one  year.  After  graduating  he  com- 
menced the  practice  of  medicine  with  his  father  in 


Fowlei'ville  where  lie  remained  foiw  years,  then 
locating  in  Greenville,  Montcalm  County,  and 
after  one  year  there  j-etumed  to  Fowlerville  and 
formed  a  partnei-ship  with  his  father.  He  belongs 
to  the  Michigan  Medical  Society  and  \mng  now  in 
partnership  with  his  father  is  building  up  a  fine 
reputation,  as  one  of  the  ablest  young  physicians 
of  Michigan.  'I'he  daughter,  Eva,  is  now  Mra.  F. 
B.  WaiTcn,  wife  of  the  Cashier  of  the  City  National 
Kink  at  Greenville,  Montcalm  County,  Her  hus- 
band is  the  son  of  the  liev.  Mr.  Warren  of  Howell, 
Mich.,  and  his  bi-other,  >Ved  Warren,  is  a  promin- 
ent attorney  in  Detroit. 

Di-.  Abel  S.  Austin  is  now  tlie  president  of  the 
Howell  Board  of  I'onsion  Examiners  and  iio  Ims 
held  .several  oWices  of  responsiliiiity  in  Fowlerville. 
His  political  views  have  brought  him  into  sym- 
pathy with  the  movements  of  the  Uepubliean  party 
and  he  is  idoiititied   with  the  ;M!is<mic   order    and 


L  the  1 
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DWAHD  llADSALL.  Oi.e  of  ti.e  sturdy 
re  presen  til  lives  of  the  agriciilturai  oom- 
miinity,  our  subject  was  born  in  the  town- 
ship of  Exeter,  Luzerne  (Jounty,  Pa..  January  26, 
1813,  He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth 
(Smith)  Hadsall,  Our  subject's  giandsire,  Edward 
Hadsall.  was  lx)rn  in  Coiineoticut  and  was  reared  a 
farmer.  He  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  thence  to 
Zancsville,  Ohio,  and  from  tiiere  to  SteHbenville, 
finally  dying  in  Wheeling,  W,  Va.  He  i-eared  a 
large  family,  all  of  whom  who  gi-ew  to  maturity, 
lived  to  refieet  credit  upon  the  name. 

Our  subject's  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  lived 
and  died  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  parent  of 
twelve  children,  having  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Four  of  the  sons  served  in  the  late  War  of 
the  Rtibellion,  they  being  James,  Gordon,  Hoi-atio 
and  he  of  whom  we  write.  Tine  first  enlisted  from 
Illinois,  Horatio  from  Pennsylvania  and  our  sub- 
ject from  Michigan.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  common- 
school  education.     His  marriage  took  place  Aug- 
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list  26,  1832,  at  which  time  he  waa  united  to  Mies 
Jane  Dymond,  who  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania 
SeiJtfimber  21,  1«12.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Maiy  (Jjawspn)  Dymond,  farmers,  who  I'eared 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  reach  years  of  maturity.  Mrs.  Had- 
sall's  family  is  of  German  origin. 

After  our  subject's  marriage  lie  lK>ught  a  farm 
in  I'ennsylvania.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Michigan 
and  settled  on  forty  acres  on  section  12,  of  Cohoct- 
ali  Township,  where  he  presides  at  the  present  time. 
Tins  he  hes  cleared  and  improved  and  although  it 
18  a  small  tract  he  has  cared  for  it  to  such  purpose 
and  fed  it  so  well  that  it  in  return  feeds  him  hand- 
8()mely,  for  soil  is  like  human  nature,  it  will  give 
only  in  proportion  as  it  receives. 

Of  the  nine  children  i«>i-n  to  our  subject  he 
i-eaied  eight,  viz:  Milton,  Mary  K,,  Perry,  James, 
Nancy,  Evert  K,  Decker  L.  and  Ellen,  Mary  -is 
the  wife  of  W.  Ward;  Nancy  is  the  widow  of  Rich- 
ard Wrtggelsworth  and  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Sliver.  Among  the  older  residents  of  the  township 
our  subject  and  his  wife  receive  the  veneration 
and  i-esi)ect  on  all  sides  due  their  years  as  well  as 
the  qualities  which  commend  them  to  all  with 
ivhom  they  are  a^oeiated. 

Our  subject's  war  i-ecord  dates  from  September 
5,  1863,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Tenth  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  served  two  years 
and  was  captured  September  10,  1864,  and  on 
l>eing  sent  to  LibbyPrison  was  there  confined  until 
his  release,  February  28,  1865.  He  then  received 
a  furlough  and  came  home  on  account  of  sickness 
contracted  in  prison.  He  reached  home  in  June, 
1865,  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the 
city  of  Detroit. 

'-■■^^^^«•^•^^^#^^■^ 

^^/RTHUR  D.  PROSSKR,  attorney-at-law 
^O  and  Fi-oseciiting  Attorney  for  Ingham 
jil  iB  County,  also  City  Attorney  for  Mason, 
1^^  was  born  at  Clarkson,  Monroe  County,  N, 
Y.,  February  28,  1863.  He  is  a  son  of  Cicero  J. 
and  Elenore  (Nixon)  Prosser,  natives  both  of  the 
Empire  State,  although  the  father  was  of  (Jennan- 


Yankee  extraction,  and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
There  have  been  members  on  both  sides  of  the 
family  that  have  figured  conspicuously  in  Colonial 
history,  the  families  being  old  ones,  and  holding 
loyalty  to  countiy  and  State  to  be  paramount  to 
everything  excepting  domestic  hannony.  Two 
great-uncles  of  our  subject  on  the  paternal  side 
fought  in  the  Wai-  of  1812,  and  distinguished 
themselves  for  their  bravery  and  devotion.  Our 
subject's  grandmother  on  the  paternal  side  was 
a  second  cousin  to  the  Van  Wart  who  helped  to 
capture  the  English  spy  Andre.  His  gi-and parents 
on  the  paternal  side  were  from  Albany  County, 
although  formerly  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  the  original  of  our  sketch,  whose 
decease  occurred  about  three  yeai-s  ago,  was  a 
farmer  by  calling,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  was 
born  and  reared  upon  a  farm.  The  foundation  of 
our  snbject's  education  was  received  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  district  in  which  he  lived. 
After  he  had  finished  his  course  there  he  attended 
the  normal  school  at  Brockport,  N,  Y,,  where  he 
gi-aduated  in  1884,  and  the  following  year  was  en- 
gaged in  the  same  school  in  teaching  mathematics. 
He  was  then  employed  as  Superintendent  of  the 
graded  schools  at  Parma,  N.  Y.,  and  proved  that 
in  executive  work  he  had  exceptional  tact  and 
ability.  Piogressive  in  all  his  ideas,  Mr,  Prosser 
kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  advancements  and 
improvements  in  educational  ideas,  Wliile  en- 
gaged in  teaching  he  began  the  study  of  law  under 
A.  P.  Butts,  of  Brockport,  and  Geo.  Raines  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  reading  most  diligently 
under  the  able  tutorship  of  the  honoi"able  gentle- 
men above  named,  he  was  able  to  apply  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  bar  of  New  York  in  1887,  and  was 
admitted  that  same  year.  He  soon  after  removed 
to  St.  Johns,  Mich.,  where  he  was  also  admitted  to 
the  bar. 

On  June  19,  1889,  his  marriage  with  Miss  Jessie 
Bi'oughton,  was  solemnized  at  St.  Johns,  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage he  removed  to  Mason,  and  in  1890  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  county.  He 
had  an  excellent  practice  at  this  place,  but  the 
work  of  Prosecnting  Attorney  calls  for  a  very 
great  poi'tion  of  his  time,  there  being  about  five 
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liHiidred  cases  reported  during  the  year,  and  tliis 
leaves  him  but  a  modicum  of  time  to  devote  to 
tlie  general  working  up  of  his  profession. 

lie  of  whom  we  wi-ile  is  the  third  in  a  family  of 
live.  His  mother  is  still  living  in  Brockport,  N, 
\.  Mi-s.  Pi'osser,  our  subject's  wife,  was  boj-n  at 
Coldwater,  Mich..  October  IS,  1868.  She  is  an  ac- 
complished and  charming  woman,  and  will  no 
doubt  i>e  a  great  help  to  her  intellectual  an<l  ambi- 
tious young  husband  in  attaining  the  position  for 
■which  he  has  set  his  aim. 


*s=*^*„ ./ 
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>/lLLlAM  W.  OSBOltN.  The  gentleman 
whose  liiograjjhy  is  hei-e  briefly  presented, 
very  jjopular  pnwjtitioner  of  the 
legal  profession,  and  with  his  partner,  J'rank  M. 
FT'gg,  Jiandlos  a  great  deal  of  real  estate.  Mr.  Os- 
l)i.)rn  has  been  a  i-esident  of  the  city  of  Ijansing, 
lugham  County,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  having 
t'ome  here  in  1872.  lie  was  born  in  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of  Batavia,  May  10, 
iS27,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  Osborn,  a  native  of 
Lauesboro,  Mass.  Tlie  paternal  grandfather  was 
an  emigrant  from  the  northern  part  of  England. 
This  latter-named  gentleman,  Nathan  08l>orn,camc 
t^>  America  and  settled  in  I^nesboro.  Tliere  his 
son  Richard  remained  at  home  until  he  liad  reached 
his  majority.  He  united  with  his  agricultural  bus- 
iness the  trade  of  a  stone-cutter  and  with  these 
two  occupations  made  a  very  good  living,  lie  : 
served  with  the  War  of  1812  and  going  to  Gene- 
sue  County,  N.  Y.,  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia 
Bristow  in  1814,  with  her  living  for  sixty  years. 

Our  subject's  parents  had  ten  children  who 
grew  to  maturity.  The  father  was  the  owner 
"f  ft  st«ne  quarry  on  the  old  l^wiston  Road. 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  the  arsenal.  Rich- 
ard Osl>orn  came  to  Michigan  while  it  was  yet 
a  teiTitoiy  {183.1)  and  settled  in  Woodstock,  Lena- 
wee County,  and  there  resided  as  a  farmer  until 
his  death,  which  took  place  in  1884.  During  Iiis 
residence  there  he  was  an  incumbent  of  several 
office  positions.     The  mother  died  in    1868,     She 


j  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
I  and  a  generous  supporter  of  the  same.  On  July 
22,  1877,  our  subject's  father  attended  a  picnic  on 
the  banks  of  Round  I^ake  and  when  seated  at  the 
table  to  enjoy  the  collation,  five  generations  were 
present,  niere  was  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Marj- 
Bailey  and  her  grand-daughter.  Miss  Ethel  M. 
Stewart,  and  at  a  family  reunion  just  before  that 
time  all  the  members  of  the  family  wei-e  guests  of 
his  and  took  dinner  with  him.  ITiere  wei-e  sixty 
ill  all  who  were  his  direct  descendants. 

Richard  Osborn  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  bring- 
ing with  him  six  sons  and  three  daughters.  In  the 
lives  of  th^e  children  and  their  families  there  was 
not  a  break  for  forty  yeare  and  five  of  the  sons 
are  living  to-day.  Of  these  Dr.  Milton  Osborn  is  a 
prominent  physician  in  Caliioim  County.  He  has 
recently  died  leaving  Richard  T.,  Joseph  B.,  Homer, 
William  W.,  and  Erasmus.  Eunice  C,  is  the 
wife  of  George  Higdon,  of  1-eslie;  Lydia  A,  is  the 
wife  of  Isaac  N.  Hathaway,  of  Addison;  Julia  A. 
is  Mrs.  C.  1>.  Denio,  of  Grand  Rapids. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  for  the  most 
part  in  JjCnawee  County,  finishing  in  the  city  of 
.Jackson,  where  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  academy. 
After  that  time  he  read  law  with  R.  C.  Baker  of 
Jackson  and  then  with  Messrs.  .Sumner  ik  Kimball 
of  Jackson,  was  admitted  to  practice  from  their 
office,  there  locating  and  later  pi'acticing  in  Lena- 
wee County  in  the  town  of  llTid.«nn  until  he  came 
to  Lansing. 

^^]  KOR(iE  L.  HUl J..  The  higlily  cultivated 
III  ^-^  agricultural  and  fruit-raising  region  of"  the 
'^^^i  Jei'seys"  and  the  Empire  .State  has  trained 
many  an  able  youth  who  has  there  grown  to  man- 
hood and  coming  West  has  transferied  his  knowl- 
edge and  ability  to  the  Western  States.  Michigan  has 
profited  largely  by  this  emigration  and  within  the 
Iwunds  of  Livingston  County  we  And  many  who 
came  from  that  f^tem  region  and  who  brought 
with  them  a  love  of  this  branch  of  business  which  has 
made  of  the  Wolverine  State  one  of  the  richest 
gardens  of  the  West. 
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(}ur  isuliject,  I'esidiiig  on  section  14,  Uaniburg' 
TownsIii|>,  carries  on  general  larniiiig  and  frnit- 
vaising;  lie  is  a  son  of  Kylvaniis  L.  Hull,  a  farmer, 
bom  in  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  in  17SJ6  and  wlio  after 
i-eceiving  a  common -school  education  and  growing 
to  manhood  went  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
for  a  sliort  time  was  employed  tlici-e  and  then 
undertook  farming  in  that  locality.  Later  he  went 
to  Niagai-a  County  for  a  few  yeare  and  then  eoni- 
iog  to  Michigan  in  1833  settled  in  Ypsiianti  and 
soon  after  bought,  in  Saline,  Washtenaw  Comity,  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  only  twelve 
of  which  were  improved.  He  completed  the  clear- 
ing of  the  land,  set  out  some  good  orchards  and 
built  a  plain  house  in  which  he  resided  until  1863. 
He  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Ann  Arbor 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1865. 

Phebe  L.  Owen  becaiiie  the  wife  of  Sylvaniis  L. 
Hull  in  1826.  .She  was  born  in  Penfield,  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y,,  in  1800  and  was  the  eldest  of  tlii-ee 
children.  To  her  wei-e  bom  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  our  subject  was  the  eld- 
est, being  born  April  7,  1827.  The  mother  died 
in  1832  and  in  1833  Sylvanus  Hull  married  Mary 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  Moses  Bartlett.  She  was  born 
in  1800  m  New  York  and  was  the  eldest  of  eight 
children.  Befoi-e  her  marriage  she  had  been  for  a 
number  of  yiiai-s  a  teacher  and  in  every  way  she 
strove  to  give  her  two  sons  an  excellent  education. 

Having  received  good  schooling  George  Hull  at 
twenty-one  was  prepared  to  undertake  work  for 
himself,  and  buying  one  hundred  and  seven  acres 
in  Saline  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  he  worked 
on  his  farm  in  summer  and  taught  during  the  win- 
ter. In  1863  he  sold  this  pi-operty  and  Iwught  two 
hundred  acres  in  Superior  Township,  Washtenaw 
County,  and  after  a  few  years  removed  to  Ann 
Arbor  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business 
for  some  four  years.  Selling  out  there  he  came  to 
Hamburg  Township  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  acres  on  section  7,  remaining  tlicre 
from  1870  to  1883,  when  he  sold  this  place  and 
came  to  his  present  home  at  I'leas'^nt  Ijake,  where 
he  purchased  eighty- three  acres. 

The  man'iage  of  our  subject  took  place  Novem- 
l>er  11,  1851,  his  bride  Ijeing  Isabella,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  Alexander  and  Mary  (Cameron)  McFar- 


lane,  who  were  from  New  York  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Isateila 
was  second  in  order  of  birth  and  was  born  in  Cuiii- 
berhind  County,  N.  J.,August  20,  1827.  Her  edu- 
cation was  thorough  and  liberal  and  she  completed 
her  course  in  tlie  seminary  for  young  ladies  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  the  Rev.  Alexan- 
der McFarlane,  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  and 
Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Dickinson  College, 
Carlisle, Pa.  Hewasanmn  of  thorough  education, 
being  a  graduate  of  Union  College  and  of  the 
Tlieological  Department  of  Princeton,  were  he  wns. 
graduated  in  1819.  He  and  bis  wifewere  on  their 
way  to  Indiana  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1838  in  Clinton,  Washtenaw  County. 
His  widow  and  his  brother  and  sister  bought  a  large 
farm  near  Bridgewater  in  that  county  and  re- 
mained there.  Mi's.  McFarlane  lived  upon  it  until 
1839,  when  the  daughter,  Isabella,  now  Mrs.  Hull, 
returned  East  to  attend  school  at  Schenectady. 

The  Congi'egational  Church  is  the  Christian 
body  with  which  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Hull  are  connected. 
and  it  in  they  wield  a  genuine  influence  for  good 
and  are  active  and  devoted  workei-s.  Mr.  Hull  is  not 
only  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  but  is 
also  Deacon  and  Trustee  in  the  church.  In  the 
ranks  of  the  Republican  party  he  has  ever  been  a 
workei"  and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
number  of  years,  having  been  in  addition  to  this 
School  Inspector  at  Saline. 

In  this  happy  family  there  are  seven  children 
and  if  ever  parents  bad  a  right  to  be  proud  of  theii' 
offspring  we  may  be  sure  that  these  parents  who 
have  so  carefully  trained  and  reared  their  children 
may  indulge  in  gratefulsatlsfaction,  Theirtwo  eld- 
est, Mary  Eva  and  Floi-a  Iva  are  twins.  The  former 
is  the  wife  of  Edwin  T.  Edmunds,  a  machinist, 
who  liasa  delightful  home  in  Ann  Arbor,  the  A tliens 
of  the  West.  Flora  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  K. 
Taylor,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  a  graduate  of  tiie  Litei'- 
ai-y  and  Medical  Departments  of  the  Univoraity  of 
Michigan,  and  they  are  tlie  parents  of  two  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  Lawrence  C,  after  being  gradu- 
ated from  the  Michigan  University,  in  1877,  began 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  having 
taught  in  Battle  Ci-eek,  Coldwater,  and  Orchard 
Lake,  and  for  five  years  was  Principal  of  the  High 


,  Google 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


845 


Sclioo!  at  Detroit.  He  is  Professor  of  I>atin  and 
Greek  in  the  I^awrenceviUe  School,  (ireeii  t'oiiiida- 
tion,  Lawi'euceville,  N,  J.  He  married  Miss  Eliza 
l)arliiig,of  I^Porte,lnd.,fi  lady  of  thorough  oultui-e 
and  graduate  of  tiie  Michigan  University.  Charles 
E.  innn-ied  Ixjuisa  Bishop  and  lives  in  HamlHH'fj, 
wliere  he  owns  a  nice  fai-m  on  the  banks  of  a  lieaii- 
liful  lake,  lieiug  the  only  fanner  among  thp  four 
(loys.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  always  take 
an  active  int^reit  m  all  that  is  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  Isabella 
n.  is  a  teacher  m  Detioit,  (Teorge  Malcolm  is  a 
physician  at  \psilanti,  and  Alexander  McFarlane 
Hull  resides  at  Denver.  Isabella  and  George,  as 
well  as  Lawrence,  wei-e  graduated  at  the  Mieliigan 
Univei-sity,  and  every  member  of  the  family  has 
received  excellent  educational  advantages.  In  1 8H-i 
Mr.  Hull  began  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  fruit, 
•-Piling  out  at  flrat  some  seventeen  hundred  peach 
ttiis  and  he  has  now  in  addition  one  hundred 
nnci  twenty  five  phim  tiee«  as  man^  cherries  and 
Homt  fiftv  peai  tices  Ihis  admirable  family  have 
been  widol\  mllueutiil  m  shaping  the  social  and 
<dii  aUnnal  piogiesti  of  HamI  uig  lownship  and 
till  11  mdiieii  e  IS  tat  teaihmg  and  hel|  ful  in  i*vei y 


/^  ASANDKH  HART.  One  of  the  farmei-s, 
{l(  ^,  whose  pliice,  by  virtue  of  its  well  tilled 
^S^^  acres,  its  neat  hnildiugs  and  general  ap])ear- 
ance  of  prosperity,  proclaims  him  to  be  a  man  who 
is  not  satisfied  with  mere  existence,  but  to  have 
ambitions  reaching  ont  for  a  higher  state  of  perfec- 
tion, is  he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  skefflh. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  Stal*,  being  boni  in 
(Jreene  'J'ownship,  Sussex  fionnty,  l>ecember  20, 
IH3(i.  He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (HilUard) 
Hart.  His  patemal  gi-andsire  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for 
a  number  of  years.  His  wife  was  Polly  McCoiian 
in  her  maiden  days,  and  a  capable  woman,  who  was 
noted  for  her  skill  as  a  housewife  and  caretaker. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  comprising 


fom'  boys  and  live  girls.  Our  subject's  father  was 
bom  in  New  -Jersey  and  was  also  reared  a  farmer. 
He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Epi8cO()al  Church,  and  lived  and  died  in  New  Jersey. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

The  sons  of  the  family,  of  which  our  subject  watt 
one,  were  Stephen  and  Casander.  .Six  girls 
grew  to  matunty.  The  eldest  sister,  Elizabeth 
Hart,  came  to  Livingston  County,  Mich.;  Maiy  A. 
resides  in  New  Jersey;  Khoda  died  while  a  yonng 
lady;  Lydia  passed  away  in  childhood;  Clarissa  is 
now  Mrs,  Poole  and  resides  in  Genoa,  this  State; 
Matilda  mamed  a  Mr.  Smith  and  passed  away  from 
this  life  in  Iosco  County,  this  State;  Caroline  is 
Mrs.  Wooden,  of  Iosco  (.'ouuty.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Rhoda 
Hilliard,  farmere  of  New  Jei'Sey. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm. 
He  received  a  common-school  education  and  was 
early  fitted  for  the  ordinary  emergencies  of  life. 
When  only  six  years  of  age  he  was  bereft  of  his 
father,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  lost  his  mother. 
For  a  lime  thereafter  he  lived  with  A.  C,  Harris 
and  three  years  after  he  was  engaged  in  working 
out  by  the  month.  Thns  he  managed  to  get  along 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  township  of  Iosco, 
Livingston  County,  and  worked  his  sister's  farm. 
Wearied  of  a  life  of  single  blessedness,  in  1855  he 
took  unto  himself  a  wife.  His  nuptials  were  sol- 
emnized Jannaiy  1,  of  that  year,  his  bride  being, 
prior  to  her  marriage.  Miss  Elizabeth  Poole,  who 
was  a  native  of  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Maiy  (Gulick)  Poole,  who 
were  originally  farmers  in  New  Jersey. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hart  puichased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  which  hecleared 
and  improved.  In  186U  he  bettered  himself  by. 
trading  this  land  for  ninety  acres  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Argentine,  Genesee  County.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  however,  ho  again  traded  for  eighty 
acres  in  Marion  Township,  Livingston  County, 
adding  forty  acres  to  this,  which  in  time  he  cleared 
and  improved,  erecting  a  good  class  of  buildings 
lliereon.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  purchased  and 
located  on  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 36,  Cohoctah  Township,  and  here  he  has  re- 
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sided  since  tliat  time.  Of  this  he  has  cleai'ed  fifteen 
acres  and  lias  so  carefully  husbanded  his  resources 
that  at  tlie  present  time  he  enjoys  an  assured  finan- 
cial position.  When  twenty-one  years  of  age  our 
subject  started  out  witli  ^600  and  soon  after  he  mar- 
ried. His  resources  were  not  large  with  which  to 
maintain  a  wife  besides  himself,  but  he  had  an  abid- 
ing faith  in  his  own  strength  of  p\irpose  and  in  his 
biceps.  Three  children  grew  up  about  them,  all 
of  whom  are  now  men  and  women,  grown  and 
themselves  the  heads  of  families,  except  Delia  L. 
The  eldest  is  Irvin  W.;  Leonora,  now  the  wife  of 
(ieoigc  Howe;  and  Delia  L, 

Mrs.  Halt's  ]>arents  were  natives  of  Monis  and 
Warren  Counties,  N.  J.,  i-espectively.  They  were 
farmers  by  calling  and  their  social  ties  were  closely 
'  connected  with  their  c"hiirch  relations,  they  lieing 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomina- 
tion. William  Poole  was  the  son  of  Ezi-a  Poole, 
who  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  His  wife  was 
Mahala  Brown,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  for 
years  was  a  hot«l-keeper  at  Schooiey's  Mountain. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ter, all  of  whom  became  the  heads  of  families,  with 
the  exception  of  one.  Tliey  are  of  English  origin 
and  characterized  by  the  trnits  which  make  the  peo- 
ple of  that  nationality  distinguished  wherever  they 
go.  Mr.  Poole  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
had  two  children,  Adam  F.and  Klizabeth.  She  died 
in  1830.  The  second  wife  was  Klizabeth  Van  Sickle, 
who  bore  him  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 


£ ■ ""^^^V  [£Er^    — ■      =s 

\f|  AMES  TOBIAS.  Hapiiy  is  the  man  who 
I  has  lived  a  long  life  that  has  been  charncter- 
^^  I  ized  by  upriglitness  of  purpose,  integi'ity  of 
^^f/  principle  and  whose  high  mental  and  mora! 
standing  is  gratefully  recognized  by  his  fellow- 
men.  Such  a  man  is  James  Tobias  and  this  Ai.m'.it 
would  fail  of  its  purpose  of  recording  lives  that 
have  been  useful  and  worthy  of  note  were  it  to 
omit  mention  of  his  successful  career.  Ingham 
County  proudly  claims  him  as  one  of  her  best  and 
most  enterpi-iaing  citizens,  and  he  is  the  fortunate 


owner  of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  26,  Lansing 
Township.  By  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  the  land 
has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation, 
while  various  buildings  have  been  erected  such  as 
best  subserve  the  purposes  of  agriciilture. 

The  parents  of  Mr,  Tobias  were  Julius  and  Laura 
Tobias,  natives  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  Their  son, 
James,  was  bom  in  Medina  County,  that  State, 
October  25,  1832,  and  at  the  early  age  of  three 
yeai-s  he  was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother. 
At  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  was  given  to  Mi'S. 
Simon  Van  Osdall  who  was  always  devoted  and 
kind  to  him.  He  attended  school,  acquiring  a 
common-school  education  and  during  the  intervals 
of  study  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  after  the  term  of  his 
apprenticeship  had  expired  he  followed  his  trade 
until  1860. 

On  December  6,  IS.'iS,  Mr.  Tolrias  and  Miss  .Jane 
Buchanan  were  united  in  marriage;  the  bride  was 
a  daug.iter  of  John  Buclianan  of  Ashland  Countj', 
Ohio,  She  died  in  1872,  leaving  three  children, 
who  are  still  living;  John  J.  married  Mattle  Foster 
and  resides  in  Williamston,  Mich.  Rachel  Adella 
became  the  wife  of  Adelhert  Moore  and  also  makes 
her  home  in  Williamston;  Ida  M,  is  single  and  is  a 
teacher  by  profession,  although  at  present  she  is  an 
art  student.  After  remaining  a  widower  until 
1880,  Mr.  Tobias  was  happily  wedded  on  June  28 
to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Esthei' 
J.  Mead.  She  was  a  widow  of  Anstin  Barker,  liei- 
father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Thi*  estimable  lady  presides  with  dignity  over  the 
elegant  home  of  her  husband  and  by  her  gracioiis 
wavs  wins  friends  of  all  who  meet  her. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Tobias  is  certainly  worthy  <if 
emulation,  as  he  started  in  life  without  a  dollar  and 
I  y  jiei'sistent  industry  has  attained  to  a  comfort- 
able competency.  His  farm  being  only  one  and 
one-half  mile  from  the  city  limits  of  Lansing  i^ 
veiy  valuable  property,  furnishing  at  the  same 
time  all  the  advantages  of  city  life  and  the  com- 
foi-ts  of  a  rural  abode.  In  political  mattera  he  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  Democrat  party  and 
i-anks  high  in  the  councils  of  his  party.  He  has 
held    the  offices  of  Treasurer,  Highway  Commis- 
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sloner,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Socially  lie 
belongs  to  the  Royal  Avcanum,  and  lx)dge  No.  3IS, 
F.  <k  A.  M,,  of  Jjaiising,  and  Capital  C'oiini'il,  No. 
.70,  R.  A.  M. 

Sin(!C  the  above  sketch  was  written,  a  terriljle 
aocideut  has  i-esiilted  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Tobias. 
Ketiii-ning  from  tlie  city  witli  his  team  in  October, 
IS91,  he  was  stnick  by  an  express  train  on  the 
Michigan  Central  while  crossing  tlie  track.  His 
head  was  seriously  injured  and  one  foot  so  badly 
mangled  that  amputation  was  deemed  necessary. 
His  death  occurred  about  four  hours  after  the  acci- 
dent. 


/^  HARLI-iS  E.  PLACEWAV.  It  is  a  tiujsm 
(l(  n  ^'""^  "^''^  ^**"  '**  mightier  than  the  sword,,' 
^^'  but  one  that  we  see  exemplified  not  only  in 
history  but  in  daily  life.  The  potency  of  pen  and 
ink.  with  brains  to  back  these  agents,  is  so  power- 
ful a  factor  that  it  is  useless  to  oppose  any  ordinary 
tactics  to  tliem.  He  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketeli  is  not  only  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  a 
bright  and  spicy  jjaper,  but  an  eamest  and  success- 
ful business  man,  and  one  who  is  very  popular  with 
all  with  whom  lie  has  associations.  Whenever  a 
measure  that  appeals  to  the  men  who  have  the  in- 
terests of  tlie  city  most  at  heart  is  bi-ought  to  oui 
."ubject's  attention,  his  trenchant  pen  and  cleai. 
c<incise  style  are  the  surest  mediums  for  convert- 
ing popular  opinion. 

ITiu  i>aper  of  which  Mr.  Plu<;eway  is  tlic  editor 
is  known  as  the  Brighton  Weekly  Aiijuk,  and  ver\ 
appropriately;  its  proprietor  and  editor  is  a  native 
of  this  State  and  naturally  his  affection  and  intei'cst 
are  here  centered.  He  was  bom  in  Hamburg  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  October  13,  I860,  and  is 
a  sou  of  Joseph  E.  Placeway,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in 
1834.  Our  subject's  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
of  tlie  State  of  Massachiisetts,  while  his  great- 
grandfather, William  Placeway,  was  a  native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  engaged  in  trade  in  Boston,  Mass. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  William  Placeway,  was 
also  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  a  tailor 


by  trade,  and  his  ancestors, prior  to  this  came  fi-om 
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I  ^eph  PI      w  >    tl      f  tl  r  tl  g      1      f 

o       b  tcl  U  ho(  d   n  th     1  cal  t 
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ovei  thiee  >eai&. 

Our  subject  it.  tlie  elde'stofthrecchildren  and  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm.  A  progressive  youth,  he 
early  gi-aduated  at  the  Brighton  school  in  1874.  He 
afterward  attended  the  university  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  after  finishing  his  coui'seat  tliat  noted  institu- 
tion of  learning,  he  entered  the  office  of  the  Brigh- 
toti  Oilfxeii,  then  published  by  George  Axtell,  as  an 
apprentice.  He  remained  in  that  office  for  about 
two  yeai's  and  then  entered  the  office  of  the  Ann 
Arbor  Conner  with  which  he  was  connected  for 
oue  year,  and  in  1878  lie  branched  out  for  himself 
and  established  the  South  Lyon  Herald,  the  fii-st 
paper  ever  published  in  that  town.  In  a  short 
tjmc,  however,  he  sold  out  and  established  the 
Pinckney  Ga,zette,<}t  Pinckney,  Livingston  County, 
this  State.  Six  months  later  he  removed  his  office 
to  Brighton,  and  adding  new  presses  to  his  stock, 
he  started  the  Brighton  Weekly  Anjus  in  1880. 
His  fii-st  attempt  here  was  a  modest  sheet  in  five 
column  folio  form.  This  he  has  since  enlarged 
until  it  is  a  five-column  quai-to.  The  paper  has 
always  been  conducted  on  independent  principles 
as  far  as  politics  are   concerned.     Since  coming 
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here  Mr.  Placeway  has  added  new  material  to  his 
office  until  it  is  now  an  exceediiigly  well  equipiicd 
country  ofltce,  and  is  as  progi-essive  (uid  bright  as 
one  ever  finds. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  and 
jirivilegB  to  here  give  a  short  biographical  sketch, 
was  married  Ik-toher  19, 1881,  to  Miss  Alta  E.Case, 
ft  native  or  Brighton  and  a  daughter  of  Ira  W  (^ase, 
one  of  the  oldest  merchants  in  the  county.  Mr. 
and  Mi-s.  Placeway  are  the  pai  ents  of  two  children, 
William  C.  and  Edna  K.,  who  are  bright  and  in- 
teresting children.  '  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Re- 
])uhlican  in  his  political  predilection,  and  has  held 
various  olBees  in  the  gift  of  the  town.  He  has 
Ijeen  Village  Clerk  for  three  years  and  Township 
t'lei-k  for  four  years,  also  8cliool  Inspector  for  fonr 
yeai-8.  He  is  now  an  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk.  The  citizens  in  electing  him  delegate 
to  county  and  State  conventions,  have  felt  that 
they  were  sending  one  of  their  best  representatives. 
Socially  oin-  subject  belongs  to  the  Knighte  of 
Macabees,  and  is  also  a  Son  of  Veterans,  He  is  by 
profession  an  auctioneer  and  acts  in  this  capacity 
whenever  called  ii|>on,  having  been  thus  employed 
for  ten  years.  He  is  also  largely  interested  in  the 
real-estate  business.  He  himself  owns  eighty  acres 
of  good  land  in  this  county  and  eighty  acres  in 
l^roy  Township,  Ingham  County.  He  is  a  good 
salesman  and  is  largely  employed  as  an  agent  by 
various  property  owneis. 


I^E  ELBERT  A,  REYNOLDS.     Among  the 

I  Jl  P^'*'''''8)^'^^i'S^*''''S'^<*^^^'i't)Usines9  men 
^^^  of  Lyons,  Ionia  County,  is  the  subject  of 
this  biographical  notice.  Mr.-  Reynolds 
came  to  l^yons  with  his  family  in  1881  on  account 
of  its  excellent  railroad  facilities,  he  being  at  that 
time  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman  in  Michigan. 
In  the  summer  of  1882,the  Grand  River  EbAo,  pub- 
lished at  Lyons,  suspended  publication,  and  in 
September,  of  the  same  year,  the  Muir  KirfeHe  met 
a  like  fate.  Mr.  Reynolds,  in  company  with  W. 
1).  Pennington,  .Ir.,  bought  the  two  plants,  put    in 


a  quantity  of  new  material  and  the  necessary 
energy,  launching  the  Lyons  Herald  in  Octo- 
ber, of  the  same  year.  From  that  lime  the  business 
has  continued  to  grow  until  at  this  writing  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  sole  owner  of  one  of  the  best  newspa- 
pers and  job  printing  offices  in  Central  Michigan, 
from  which  is  issued  the  Patrons'  Chiidp,.  The  ciir- 
rent  issue  of  this  paper  is  a  little  over  ninety-three 
thousand  copies,  while  it  carries  a  pay-roll  of  ovei' 
twenty  men  and  women. 

Personally,  Mr.  Reynolds  is  conservative,  pi-u- 
dent  and  sagacious;  editorially  he  is  fearless,  non- 
partisan, and  the  terror  of  tricksters,  political  or 
social  rings.  Bom  in  Isabella  County  in  1854,  lie 
modestly  claims  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
child  born  of  white  parents  in  tliat  then  Indian 
reservation,  and  his  education  was  such  as  could 
be  obtained  among  the  Aborigines.  Young  Rey- 
nolds spent  his  time  in  driving  the  cows  to  pasture 
and  watching  the  hopper  in  his  father's  gristmill; 
naturally  inclined  to  literary  pui-suits  he  also  di- 
voted  considerable  attention  to  the  study  of  his- 
tory, books  of  travel  and  current  newspaper 
litemture.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  in  187(1. 
he  went  to  Maple  Rapids,  where  he  finished  his 
trade  as  a  miller,  but  was  soon  taken  with  a  pro- 
tracted illness  that  kept  his  lungs  in  a  very  delicate 
condition  and  almost  undermined  his  entire  con- 
stitution. 

Turning  his  attention  to  the  classics  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds soon  fitted  himself  for  teaching,  which  voca- 
tion he  followed  for  eight  winters,  devoting  his 
time  during  the  summer  months  to  the  subduing 
of  a  small  farm  in  Clinton  County,  and  incidentally 
l>eeoming  strong  and  healthy.  l>uring  the  years 
spent  on  the  farm  he  gave  to  the  litei-ary  world 
some  very  choice  productions,  which  have  won  for 
him  a  reputation  as  a  writer,  in  which  his  friends 
lake  a  very  commendable  pride.  The  last  eight 
years  of  his  life  have  found  his  leisure  hours  em- 
ployed in  securing  the  data  for  what  will  be  the 
crowning  effort  of  his  literary  career. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  the  only  son  of  John  and  Cath- 
erine Reynolds,  of  old  Puritan  stock;  the  former 
died  in  1870,  and  the  wife  survived  but  two  years. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are:  Mrs.  Delia 
Davis,  Mrs.  Harriet  MuUins  and  Mrs.  Katie  Helm, 
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Mr.  lleyuolds  whs  united  in  marriage  in  1S7-I  willi 
Miss  Seruah  Vincent,  and  two  sons — Effliert  A.  iu\>\ 
l^oyal  W.,  Lave  come  to  ble^  the  ituion. 

Since  the  above  Hketeh  was  written  Mr  I*i'vinild> 
has  removed  his  printing;  bu^meatv  to  tlu  Si;iLc 
Capital,  lAHsing,  where  in  addition  to  Ins  other 
lousiness  lie  has  launched  the  Mn/iH/an  blatesman  in 
tlie  interest  of  the  new  political  jiaitj  known  a,-' 
the  Peoples'  party.  His  residente  oftlee  I  uilding 
and  other  property  int«i'esb>  he  'itill  lettins  in 
Lyons. 

|ipX,OAH  F.  TRIPP.  A  representative  of  one 
ijj  jjj  of  the  old  and  highly  respected  familien 
/li-i^  who  for  years  figured  conspicuously  in  the 
history  of  one  of  the  Easteni  States,  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born 
■Tanuai-y  31,  1837,  in  the  town  of  Pike,  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.  He  is  the  son  of  Stephen  and  Sai-ah 
(Woodard)  Tripp,  His  paternal  gtandsire  was 
(iideon  Tripp  who  was  tlie  son  of  Ciideon  Tripp, 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  there  was  married  to 
Ania  Shipey,  after  which  they  removed  to  Nassau. 
Itenssclaer  (.lounty,  N.  Y.  There  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  milling  and  was  iirosperous  in  liiisi- 
ness,  as  indeed  it  was  expedient  that  he  shoidd  he 
as  he  had  a  large  family  to  care  for.  He  held  the 
position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  yeai-s. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  was  born  in  Rensselaer 
County  and  was  reared  to  the  calling  of  a  farmer; 
lie  also  ran  a  sawmill.  He  was  married  to  Karah 
Mead,  who  bore  Jiim  the  following  ehildron:  Ezra, 
Stephen,  Gideon,  George,  Malachi,  Phebeand  Kliza- 
beth.  In  those  early  days  society  hinged  very  much, 
as  indeed  it  does  still  to  a  large  degi-ee,  on  churth 
relations,  and  the  Tripp  family  belonged  to  the 
Bai)ti8t  pei-Huasion. 

The  decease  of  our  subject's  grandfather  occui- 
I'ed  in  New  York,  and  his  widow  maiTied  Silas  Mc- 
Withey,  They  both  died  in  Lapeer,  this  State. 
The  immediate  progenitor  of  him  of  whom  we 
write  was  bom  August  2B,  1796  in  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y,  He  was  a  farmer  by  calling  and 
removed  to  Wyoming  County  where  he  lived  for  '■ 


a  yciir.      hi  .lime  1«37,  he  came  to  Michigan   and 

setticil  ill  Lapeer  County,  where  he  entered  eighty 

iK;i'es  of  land  which  he  practically  improved.     He 

loiter  traded  it  for   one   hundred  and   sixty  acres 

which  he  improved  and  gave    to  his  sons.     There 

were  live  children— Julia  A..  Harris  N.,  Harriet  M., 

;    Louisa  and    Noah   F,     He  came    to    Deer    Creek, 

'   I>ivingston  County,    with   our   subject,  where   he 

died  October  1,  1882.     His    wife    died  January  7, 

'.    1886,    while  in    her    ninetieth   yeai'.     They  were 

j    liaptists  in  their  church  relations  and  our  subject's 

I    father  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  stamp. 

llie  mother  of  Our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ren- 
(  sselaer  County,  N.  Y,,  a  daughter  of  Abijah  Wood- 
i  ard.  also  a  native  of  New  York  and  who  served  in  the 
'  Revolutionary  War,  being  present  at  the  surrender 
of  C'ornwallia  at  Yorktown,  He  was  ashoemakerby 
I  trade  but  proved  couclusively  that  a  shoemaker 
I  need  not  always  stick  to  his  last,  for  he  made  a 
j  brave  and  valiant  soldier.  He  of  whom  we  write 
j  was  raised  on  the  farm.  He  received  a  district 
school  education  after  coming  to  Michigan.  He 
I  lived  with  his  father  until  that  parent  was  to 
,  aged  to  attend  to  business  and  then  Noah  F. 
j  Tripp  took  charge  of  the  parents  and  assisted 
'  in  the  clearing  of  the  homestead.  In  the  fall  of 
'  I«()4  he  came  to  Deer  Creek  and  bought  one  hun- 
:  dred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  9,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  forty  acres  on  section  5. 

In  1882  Mr.  Tripp  located  where  he  now  resides 
'  on  section  5.  His  fai-m  comprises  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  well  developed  and  improved 
land.  It  boasts  of  good  building  and  a  comfor- 
.  table  residence.  Politically  Mr.  Tripp  is  a  Democrat. 
He  is  deservedly  jwpidar  in  the  locality  in  which 
he  lives  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.    Socially  he  is  a  Mason, 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  October  10, 
1864,  at  wliich  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  I^mira 
Carnss,  who  was  born  in  the  township  of  Com- 
mci-ce,  Oakland  County,  this  State,  September  9, 
184.S,  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria 
(Green)  Caruss,  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  Henry 
Caruss  was  bom  in  Bloomfield  Township,  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  15,  1803;  he  was  first  married 
to  Jliss  Temperance  Bishop,  they  were  the  parents 
of  five  children.     She   died  September   24,    1839. 
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He  was  a  second  time  married  to  Miss  Sallie  Gieen 
mother  oT  Mi's.  Tripp  who  is  one  of  two  tbil 
dren  born  to  her  parents,  tlie  other  child  lemjr  a 
brother,  by  name  Osuar  H.  She  died  Decembei  1  i 
1864.  Mr.  Caruss  was  again  married  to  Mis 
Palmer  who  still  aurvives  him,  he  lia^  mg  died 
January  U,  1878,  at  the  age  of  75.  Mr  and  Mi-s 
Tripp  are  the  parents  of  four  eliildren  nlijhe 
names  are  as  follows:  Hattie  E.,  who  was  bom 
February  !5,  1«66,  Minnie  M.,  Mareh  23,  1867, 
and  Nettie  B.,  November  24,  1870.  She  is  the 
wife  of  Allen  Struble,  and  Myrtle  A,,  born  Jan- 
nary  8,  1873.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  highly 
respected  in  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 
They  appreciate  the  advantages  that  education' 
gives  to  the  men  of  to-day  and  have  made  every 
exertion  that  their  eliildren  might  be  cultured, 
educated  and  refined. 


/^^RANGE  KEUAMid  " 
ll  11  '^i*'"*"'^  days,  as  the  gi 
^^/   the  reverend  head  an( 


RANGE    KEUAJiid    VAN   AMltURO.     In 

gi-ay  haira  appeared  oji 
the  flowing  beard 
and  the  shouldere  were  bent  with  the  weight  of 
years,  the  men  took  their  place  among  the  elders 
at  the  gate  and  there  they  received  the  deference 
and  honor  from  great  and  small,  rich  and  poor, 
(hie  tlieir  wisdom  and  experience.  Were  the  custom 
prevalent  today  in  America,  he  of  whom  we  write 
would  have  one  of  the  most  honored  plaees,  for  lie 
is  almost  ninety  yeai^  of  age,  well  known  and  hon- 
ored of  all  who  are  associated  with  him  and  having 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  the  people  because  of 
his  gentle,  courteous,  yet  manly  bearing,  pure  prin- 
ciples and  simplicity  of  purpose. 

Mr.  Van  Amburg  has  lived  at  his  present  farm, 
which  is  located  on  section  22,  Brighton  Township 
for  the  past  thirty-live  ycai-s,  and  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  Michigan  for  sixty-six  years.  He  is  a  nat- 
ive of  the  town  of  Milton,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y., 
and  was  born  December  16,  1803.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
decidedly  poor  being  limited  to  a  few  months  school- 
ing, as  he  could  be  spared  in   the  winter.     He  is 


trulj  a  self  made  man  having  bad  but  few  oppor- 
tunities duimgeailv  life  to  advance  in  an  intellec- 
tual H-n  W  hen  a  boi  he  studied  Adams'  Arith 
metic  many  i  time  fti  into  the  night,  by  the  light 
of  (he  old  fashioned  hieplace  and  became  quite 
well  1  ei-sed  m  mathematics  having  mastered  the 
elementary    branches. 

Fy  his  industrious  habits  and  earnest  efforts  our 
subject  obtained  suffliient  leiming  to  enable  him 
to  become  a  teacher.  His  t>arents  wei-e  poor  and 
he  was  forced,  at  an  early  age  to  rely  upon  himself 
for  support.  He  began  working  out  by  the  month 
when  twelve  years  old;  and  was  thus  engaged  for 
eight  months,  receiving  $4  per  month  for  his  ser- 
vices. Tlienext  year  he  was  advanced  to  a  salary 
of  $5  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of  four  seasons, 
the  highest  wages  he  was  [taid  was  $6  a  month. 
However  it  did  not  take  so  much  to  live  then  as 
now,  and  doubtless  the  young  man  made  $6  a  month 
go  as  fai'  as  many  yonng  men  of  today  do  ten  times 
til  at  amount. 

hi  181!>,  Mr.  Van  Amburg  accompanied  his  father 
ami  family  to  .Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  employed  for  three  years  by  a  syndicate  of 
French  gentlemen  who  owned  a  large  ti-act  of  land. 
Chief  among  these  was  Mr.  James  ].ec  Ba_v, 
to  whom  our  subject  looked  for  instructions,  and 
when  sent  on  eri-ands,  or  told  to  do  anything,  he 
was  expected  to  di-op  everything  and  go  without  a 
moment's  delay.  Thus  he  early  learned  unquestion- 
ing obedience.  Upon  one  occasion  he  was  called 
upon  to  deliver  a  letter  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles, 
and  this  before  breakfast.  He  made  frequent  trips 
to  Joseph  Bonaparte,  a  brother  of  the  illustrious 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  who  had  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, and  located  in  the  wilds  of  western  New  York 
on  a  large  plantation,  twenty-five  miles  distant 
from  where  our  subject  was  employed.  Upon  one 
occasion,  young  Van  A.mburg  was  directed  to 
make  a  journey  to  the  hermitage  of  Joseph  Bona- 
parte, with  liorse  and  wagon.  He  started  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  his  dinner,  and 
and  when  within  about  five  miles  of  his  destination 
darkness  came  upon  him  and  he  was  unable  to  find 
his  way  through  the  forest.  There  was  a  drizzling 
rain  and  the  night  was  intensely  dark.  All  he 
could  do  was  to  camp  out  in  the  forest  as  best  he 
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could,  so,  tying  his  hoi'se  to  a  spruce  tree  tliey  eliel- 
tered  themselves  as  well  as  might  be  iinUl  the 
nioi'uing.  The  foiests  in  those  days  abounded  with 
wild  beiwts  but  fortunately  he  was  not  molasted. 
Tiie  nextmoruing,  soon  after  daylight,  he  delivered 
his  message  to  Bonaparte, 

The  vigorous  work  of  chopping  wood  was  re- 
served for  the  winter  season,  and  his  ax  rang  out 
through  the  frosty  air  from  dawn  until  nightfall, 
aa  long  as  the  work  lasted,  and  then  he  was  obliged 
to  employ  himself  otherwise.  For  some  time  our 
subject  found  employment  witli  a  party  of  survey- 
ors, and  while  with  them,  he  gained  a  good  keow- 
ledge  of  the  surrounding  country'  as  well  as  of  the 
science  of  surveying.  In  February,  1825,  the  ori- 
ginal of  our  sketch,  with  his  brother,  started  for 
Michigan  on  foot.  They  traversed  the  entire  dis- 
tance in  this  way,  stopping  at  Palmyi-a,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  for  a  rest  of  three  days.  They 
journeyed  to  Farmington,  Oakland  County,  where 
they  stopped  and  found  employment.  The  conn- 
try  in  that  section  was  then  a  perfect  wilderness, 
and  abounded  in  wild  game,  such  as  deer,  wolvc* 
and  beai'.  Indians,  too,  were  not  strangei's  to  the 
few  white  inhabitants  who  had  wandered  into  the 
country. 

Mr.  Van  Ambui'g  and  his  brother  took  a  conti-act 
to  clear  five  acres  and  to  erect  a  log  house  for  a 
man  but  the  brother  becoming  sick  was  unable  to 
complete  the  task.  Onr  subject  worked  four  days 
to  pay  for  an  ax,  and  then  workotl  live  days  to  pay 
his  board  while  payiugfor  the  ax.  He  engaged  to 
clear  twelve  acres  of  land,  which  task  he  partially 
completed,  and  for  which  he  received  sufficient 
money  to  enable  Iiim  to  enter  eighty  acres  of  Gov- 
ernment land  in  the  town  of  Novi,  Oakland  County. 
This  he  partially  cleared  and  improved,  and  subse- 
(juently  sold,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
aeres  four  miles  further  vfdst,  and  he  bent  his  ener- 
gies and  efforts  to  clearing  and  imfiroving  his  last 
acquired  tract. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  had  a  family 
by  this  time,  and  as  he  was  so  far  from  any  school 
privileges,  or  other  advantages  that  he  felt  his  chil- 
dren should  enjoy,  he  concluded  to  exchange  a 
part  of  his  tract  for  a  faim  on  the  State  road.  This 
he  succeeded  in  doing,  and  soon  moved  out  into  a 


more  civilized  community.  In  1857,  he  traded 
ninety  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  County  for  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Brighton  Township, 
Livingston  County,  and  here  lie  has  since  lived 
locating  on  this  place.  Four  years  later  he  ex- 
clianged  a  portion  of  it  for  his  present  farm,  which 
lie.<  just  across  the  road  from  the  first  traet. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  was  married  March  15, 
1829,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Taft,  a  daughter  of  Pitcli 
Taft,  who  came  to  the  Wolverine  Stat«  fram  New 
York  early  in  tlie  '20s.  Mrs.  Mary  \'an  Amburg 
died  I>ecember  29,  1850,  leaving  seven  children, 
namely:  Louise  M.,  Oi-son  T.,  Harriet  A.,  William 
II.,  JosephT.,  Henry  W,  and  Daniel  O,  They  aie 
all  married  and  Jiave  families  of  their  own  with 
the  exception  of  William.  August  3,  1861,  Mi-. 
Van  Amburg  again  married,  tliis  time  being  united 
to  Amanda  M.  Brown.  Two  childi-en  are  the  fruit  of 
tliis  union,  Albert  A.  and  Charles  W.,  both  of  whom 

f)ur  subject  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig  but 
on  the  re-const  I  iiction  of  the  tiarty  he  has  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  to  the  Kepuhlican  i>arty  and 
ha'S  voted  with  this  political  Iwdy  ever  since.  He 
is  a  strong  lemiierance  man.  For  nearly  fifty  years 
he  worshipped  with  the  Methodist  Epist^otial  body, 
but  about  sixteen  yearn  ago  he  withdrew  from  this 
denomination  and  joined  the  Wesleyaii  ChurcJi. 
He  has  always  been  a  conscientious  man  and  a  zeal- 
ous Christian. 

Almost  four-score  and  ten  years  of  age  onr 
subject  retains  his  faculties  well.  He  remembers 
when  a  boy  nine  yeais  old  seeing  the  marching 
of  the  trooijs  dnring  the  Wai-  of  1812,  and  can 
relate  with  marked  vividness,  incidents  of  his  boy 
hood  days.  He  was  Lieuteimnt  for  a  time  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Michigan  Riflemen.  He  has  never  posed 
as  an  aspirant  for  olHce,  but  during  his  pioneer 
days  he  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
other  minor  [Kists.  Mr,  Van  Ambiu'g  has  at  times 
owned  considerable  land,  hut  of  late  years  lias  sold 
it  off  until  he  now  has  eiglity  acres,  upon  which  is 
built  a  comfortable  home,  lie  is  a  man  of  marked 
refinement  and  intelligence,  with  a  most  pleasing 
presence,  and  has  the  rarest  of  gifts,  being  an  enter- 
taining convei-sationalist.  On  the  eminence  upon 
which  he  now  stands,  he  can  look  back  over  nearly 
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a  century  of  national  prog'i'ess,  and  the  fact  that 
it  now  ranks  f-O  high  among  tlie  nations,  wliei'eas 
at  the  beginning  of  liis  ciaveei',  it  held  so  modest 
a  place,  is  gratifying  to  him  as  a   loyal  American 

citizen. 

^ll'OSKl'li  .lEWKTT.  Our  subji-ot,  wjio  is  ii 
I  farmer,  is  the  owner  of  forty  aisnts  of  land 
-=,  jj  on  section  20,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingham 
^^^  County,  and  this  he  cultivates  to  such  good 
purpose  tliat  it  yields  liim  a  very  comfortable  in- 
come. Mr.  Jewett  was  bom  in  Washtenaw  County, 
Lima  Township,  this  State.  September  15,  1842. 
He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  I',  and  Miranda  (Freei) 
Jewett.  The  father  was  born  in  1807  in  New 
Hampshire  and  the  mother  in  New  Y'ork,  May  8, 
1811.  The  parents  were  married  in  the  East  and 
three  children  have  come  to  them  prior  to  their 
settling  in  Michigan.  They  settled  here  while  it  ■ 
was  a  territory,  locating  in  Washtenaw  County. 

Our  subject  is  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  are 
taking,  responsible  positions  in  society  a»  honorable 
and  upright  men  and  women.  Mr.  Jewett's  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  on  a  farm,  and  during  this 
period  he  received  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion, and  enjoyed  the  additional  advantage  of  two 
winters  in  a  select  school  at  I.iime  Center,  Wash- 
teliaw  County.  At  that  time,  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  broke  out  and  in  the  late  fall  of  1861. 
November  5.  he  resjionded  to  the  call  for  vohni- 
teei-s  and  enlisted  in  the  fii'st  Michigan  I^neei-s, 
joining  Company  D,  and  was  afterward  trans- 
ferred to  Company  <;.  He  was,  howevir,  dis- 
charged on  Mai-ch  21,  1862,  IiccaHse  the  Govern- 
ment found  that  lancers  could  not  be  used  in  the 
mode  of  warfare  which  they  carried  on.  He  next 
enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Light  Artillery, 
September  7,  1864,  joining  Comt)any  E.  He  wa« 
in  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  was  then  detailed  to 
ti-anspoi-t  troops  from  Jackson,  Mich.,  to  the  fi-ont. 
He  was  at  the  siege  of  Pet«i-sbiirg,  and  made  eight 
trips  to  Nashville,  two  to  Petersburg,  and  two  to  ' 
Hart's  Island.     Although  he  was  never  commis- 


si<med  an  officer,  receiving  the  pay  of  a  private  only, 
lie  did  .in  offlcer's  work.  lie  received  an  honorable 
discharge  May  6,  1865.  While  on  duty  he  was  in 
a  i-ailroad  collision  and  was  rendered  unconscious, 
being  hurt  in  the  hip  and  the  small  of  the  bock, 
and  although  he  has  been  to  a  great  extent  inca- 
pacitated foi'  active  work,  he  receives  only  the 
small  -lUm  of  l|8  per  month  pension  for  the 
chancen  that  he  ran  during  the  war. 

On  his  discharge  from  the  armj',  Mr.  Jewett  hav- 
ing saved  wme  money,  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Aiirelius  Township;  He  was  maiTied  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Claflin,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Martha  Claflin.  There  are  three 
children  by  this  marriage;  Arthur  W.,  who  was  born 
July  26,  1869,  in  Vevay  Township;  Mattio  B., 
whose  natal  day  was  April  25,  1874,  and  Alton  L., 
born  September  16,  1879.  The  eldest  son  is  a 
well-educated,  intelligent  young  man  with  good 
business  qualifications.  He  married  Lulu  Lyon 
and  has  settled  upon  his  own  little  farm  of  forty 
aci'es.  which  it  is  evident,  however,  will  soon  be  a 
larger  tract,  for  he  is  energetic  and  ambitious,  and 
a  good  farmer.  One  child  has  blessed  the  union 
of  these  young  people.  On  October  15,  1891,  he 
received  the  appointment  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  gi'ains  and  gi-asses  for  the  World's  Co- 
lumbian Exposition,  to  be  held  in  Chicago  in  1893 
Tlie  daughter,  Mattie  B.,  lives  at  home  and  attends 
a  High  Sehool  in  Mason.  She  is  fitting  heraeif  for 
a  teacher.  The  youngest  child,  Alton  I^.,  is  a 
bright,  active  boy,  advanc-ed  in  his  books,  and  hav- 
ing a  special  tact  and  talent  in  mathematics.  Mrs 
Mary  A.  Jewett  jiassed  away  from  this  life  Apri 
1 ,  1 883.     She  is  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Mason. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  again  married 
April  8,  1884,  his  bride  being  Miss  Eliza  A.  Carson, 
of  Chicago.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Abigail  (GonldJ  Cai-son.  The  father  and  mother 
are  natives  of  New  Yoi'k  State.  Politically,  lie  of 
whom  we  write,  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years 
and  is  now  serving  another  term.  He  has  been 
both  Director  and  Moderator  of  the  School  Board, 
and  has  held  other  minor  offices. 

fhie  brother  t)f  our  subject,  Lester  E.  Jewett, 
was  in  the  army  and  was  a  participant  in  seventy- 
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wix  eBgageiiients.  Tie  earned  promoti(,ii  ami  iva- 
so  re<;om mended,  Imt  on  at'count  of  a  dctidoncv  in 
his  speecli,  he  was  not  eligible  to  tlie  position 
rceommendod.  He  was,  luiwever,  given  a  medal 
f<jr  meritorious  servicos.  He  is  now  a  farmer  in 
Anrelins,  and  is  tlie  father  of  three  childKn.  f)nr 
iinhject's  oldest  l>rother,  .1.  V.  Jewett,  was  also  in 
the  ai-my  and  served  three  years.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  by  being  hit  by  a  spent  ball,  in  tlie  breast. 
The  ball  buried  iteelf  in  the  flesh  and  had  to  be 
extracted.  He,  at  present,  lives  in  Baldwin,  l!,ake 
t'ounty,  Mich.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  affriciiltural 
pursuits,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children. 


"TT  I  I  I  N     i      iMIHKWCK,    an    entorpii-ina 
Q/3  1  i   i  1       ler  who  is  tlie  owner 

I  *  a  I  t  1  eto  f  fine  tract  located  ou 
^'  e  t  on    1    Howell    Township,  Livingston 

C  t  ca  ne  to  tl  IS  State  i  the  fall  of  1842  witii 
Ins  parents,  who  settled  on  section  21.  of  the  same 
township.  There  lie  pui'chased  seventy  acres 
which  he  lived  on  tor  two  years,  after  whioh  lie 
moved  upon  a  fann  of  eighty  acres  jnst  opposite 
where  he  now  lives.  Hei'e  our  subject's  fatiiei 
died  in  December,  1863.  He  was  a  hard-working 
man  and  an  excellent  manager,  having  accumu- 
lated a  large  and  valuable  ])i'<:>|>erty  l)efore  his  de- 
ce-ase. 

Our  siibject  was  Iwrn  in  t>ntario  County,  Bristol 
Township,  N,  Y.  and  there  received  his  education 
in  the  district  scliool,  finishing  his  coni-se  after 
coming  to  Howell.  He  lived  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  twenty-two  yeiirs  of  age.  They 
iverc  Augustus  1).  and  Sarali  L.  (Marble)  Dor- 
ranee,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts 
respectively.  His  paternal  grandparents  were 
Alexander  and  Rebecca  Dorrance,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut They  had  a  family  of  four  children. 
Politicallj'  the  grandsire  was  an  old-line  Whig  and 
like  most  men  in  those  stiiTing  days  of  change  and 
reconstruction  was  much  interested  in  politics.  He 
and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Connecticut. 

Augustus  D.,  our  subject's  father,  was  educated 


ill  Connecticut  and  when  eighteen  yeara  of  age  be- 
gan his  career  by  teaching  school  in  Massachusetts. 
He  made  this  his  profession,  continuing  in  the 
work  until  thirty-tliree  yeai-s  old,  and  then  because 
of  the  failui-e  of  his  health  he  went  upon  a  farm 
and  enjoyed  a  bucolic  life  until  he  came  West,  and 
when  he  held  fiiwt  the  office  of  Constable  in  Howell 
Township.  He  entei-ed  the  marital  relation  while 
in  Massachusetts,  his  marriage  being  celeb i-ated 
aboutl817.  His  bride  was  Sarah  L.,  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and  I'hebe  (Cudwoith)  Marble,  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  the  foi-mer  being  by  trade  n  hoot 
and  shoe  maker.  Their  first  home  was  in  Crystal 
Township,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  wife 
died.  After  that  sstd  event  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  lived  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the 
latter,  who  was  a  man  of  the  sti-ongest  Democratic 
principles.    He  had  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Lydia 
]m  Howe,  -Tanuary  1.  186(1.  'The  lady  is  a  daugh- 
tei-  of  .John  H.  and  Kliza  (Clark)  La  Rowe,  natives 
of  New  York.  They  were  farmeis  and  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Handy,  this 
county  in  1836.  There  they  took  up  land  which 
he  later  sold  and  i-etuiiied  to  his  old  home  in  the 
F^st.  In  1842  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Howell  Township  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  Iient  his  efforts  to  improving  the  same. 
He  lived  upon  this  place  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1890.  Tlie  mother  still  live,*'  upon  the 
old  iiomestead.  Of  ten  children  who  have  been 
lK>rn  to  her  eight  are  now  living.  .Mr.  J^  liowe 
was  a  Republican  in  i)arL_v  preference  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church,  being  thus 
connected  for  thirty-five  yeai's. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Dormnce  pui-chased  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  where  he  now  lives.  T^ater  he 
added  twenty  acres  to  his  original  pinehase.  He 
first  erected  a  frame  house,  18x24  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. This  was  the  home  of  the  family  for  some 
time.  After  having  secured  a  home  he  bent  his 
energies  to  clearing  up  the  land.  The  house  has 
since  been  enlarged  and  beautified,  provided  with 
many  comforts  and  conveniences,  so  that  it  now  is 
a  most  attractive,  as  well  as  home-like  farm  resid- 
ence. Mr.  Dorrance  has  planted  two  and  a  half 
acres  in  fruit  trees  and  this  is  now  an  orchai-d  that 
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produces  abundantly  of  th«  finest  varieties  of  fruit 
that  ai-e  grown  in  tliis  latitude,  lie  also  liasi  a 
large  variety  of  small  fruit  and  tliis  brandi  of 
agriculture  he  finds  to  be  very  remunerative.  TIic 
place  is  well  kept  up,  fenees  are  in  perfect  order, 
luii'ns  and  granaries  are  good  and  aubstantial,  while 
tlie  sheds  for  the  stock  ai-e  comfortahle  and  well- 
arranged.  In  fact  the  place  is  one  of  the  fine 
farms  of  this  locality.  Our  subject  has  a  family  of 
two  children,  also  an  adopted  daughter.  John  A., 
aged  twenty-seven,  lives  at  home,  and  is  a  bright 
■vnd  progressive  young  man  who  a^iquired  his  edu- 
c'ition  m  Howell  Towiiiliii  Ihe  othei-.  aie 
CKrtnee  A  and  tKia  B 

rht  onginai  of  oui  sket<,li  favoi-*  the  platfoiin 
of  the  Republican  pait\  and  is  lo>al  in  his  follow 
iiig  of  that  political  bod \  In  bis  cliuuli  associ  i 
ti<  ns  he  belongs  to  the  I  nited  Bitthitn  peisuahit  n 
md  his  lieen  a  Class-I  eidei  in  that  liod^  foi  Ihe 
jMist  tliiit\  jeai"-  He  ib  one  of  the  piomment 
faimeis  of  the  townsliip  Mrs  Doiiani*  enjojs 
tlie  diatinition  of  being  the  tiis*t  white  cbild  bora 
in  the  township  of  Howell  hu  natal  da>  leing 
August  29,  1828.  Klie  is  an  estimable  lady,  whose 
interests  are  closely  united  with  those  of  her  hus- 
band. Mr.  Dorranee  bi-ecds  horses,  cattle  and  sheep 
of  graded  stock  and  is  the  owner  of  some  of  the 
finest  animals  in  this  county. 


4^RAN(;E  BA:^(;s.  ah  honor  should  be  ren- 
(I  111  'i^''^^  *"  those  honorable  members  of  society 
^^f'  who,  by  hai-d  work  and  determined  activ- 
ity coupled  with  an  nnfailing  energy,  have  devel- 
oped the  i-esources  of  a  new  country,  and  double 
honor  should  be  paid  them  when  to  their  retiord 
of  industry  we  can  add  the  storj'  of  their  true  in- 
tegrity, pure  lives  and  beneficent  kindness  to 
otliei-s.  A  high  aim  and  a  true  life  have  their  effect 
upon  the  community  just  f\s  surely  as  the  sunshine 
causes  the  trees  to  bnd  and  the  flowei-s  to  bloom, 
and  it  is  as  necessary  and  vital  a  i>art  in  the  de- 
velopment and  progi'css  of  social  life  as  the  rays 
of  the  sun  are  in  the  physical  world. 

Orange  Bangs  has  his   fine   farm  on  section  27, 


ilnadilla  Townsliip,  Livingston  County.  His  fa- 
ther, XatJianiel  Hangs,  was  a  Vermont  farmer,  and 
his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Woodman. 
They  were  both  bora  the  Oreen  Mountain  State  and 
lived  there  for  a  few  years  after  their  marriage 
and  then  removed  to  IJvin^ton  County.  N.  Y., 
and  settled  upon  a  new  farm,  which  they  pi-oceeded 
to  reduce  to  a  state  of  civilization.  There  the 
father  died,  and  the  mother  afterward  came  to 
Michigan,  where  she  was  married  to  Samuel  Oilman, 
who  died  a  number  of  years  ago.  She  then  lived 
with  her  daughter  in  Van  Buren  County,  and  there 
pissed  fiom  earth  some  four  years  ago.  They 
weie  the  parents  of  nine  children,  who  grew  to 
maturity    and  five  of  them  are  now  living. 

file  otifiinal  of  this  sketch  was  born  June  22, 
1826  inlivingston  County,  N.  Y..  and  there  he 
^Lcw  to  manhood.  He  attended  the  district  school 
in  his  native  State  and  began  for  himself  as  an  in- 
dependent farmer  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  At 
that  time  lie  decided  to  come  West  and  settled 
upon  a  film  on  section  36,  Unadilla  Township. 
ioit\  afii,s  of  this  tract  of  one  hundred  was  al- 
I'cady  somiswliat  improved.  During  the  following 
year,  in  1848,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Laurette  Morrison,  whose  parents  were  from  Ver- 
mont, and  came  J:o  tliis  State  about  the  year  of 
1840,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Van  Bui-en 
County,  where  they  both  remained  through  the 
rest  of  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  aie  now  hving. 

Mrs.  Bangs  was  bora  in  1828,  and  her  marriage 
with  our  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Viola,  who  is  unmanied;  Orphalin  T., 
wife  of  George  Baekns,  who  lives  in  this  town- 
ship, and  Eva  A.,  now  Mrs.  JVank  Kichmond,  re- 
siding in  this  township.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  called  to  pass  to  her  heavenly  reward  June 
14,  1886,  and  her  daughter,  Viola,  is  now  her  fa^ 
ther's  home-maker.  Mrs,  Bangs  was  a  great  lover 
of  flowers,  and  the  surroundings  of  their  home 
abundantly  testify  to  the  fact  that  her  beautiful 
memory  is  kept  alive  by  the  cultivation  of  these, 
which  wei-e  her  treasures. 

Mr.  Bangs  resided  for  nineteen  years  on  section 
26,  and  has  now  made  his  home  for  twenty-five 
years  on  section  27,  where  he  has  three   hundred 
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and  ninety  acres  of  land,  two  huiidied  and  eighty 
acres  of  which  ai-e  under  cultivation.  T'pon  liis 
lirst  occuitaiiey  of  his  farm  he  erected  a  log  hoiii^e, 
a  frame  stable,  a  com  house  and  a  hen  house,  and 
his  own  strong  arm  felled  the  trees  on  forty-flvo 
acres  of  land.  He  rebuilt  the  house  on  section  27, 
and  also  an  excellent  horse  Itarn,  measuring  26x60 
feet.  He  has  set  out  six  acres  of  orchard,  and  de- 
voles  himself  to  general  farming. 

When  this  prosperons  man  came  to  Michigan  his 
capital  consisted  only  of  what  he  had  been  able  to 
save  ont  of  his  earnings  during  the  previous  two 
seasons,  and  amounted  to  $160  in  all,  so  that  it  is 
plain  to  see  that  he  has  earned  nil  that  lie  now 
possesses,  as  he  has  depended  entirely  upon  his 
own  exertions  through  life.  Both  he  and  his  la- 
mented companion  were  members  of  the  Ti'esby 
terian  Church  at  the  village  of  Unadilla,  where  tie 
has  ]>een  in  active  membership  for  forty  years, 
and  is  a  Trustee  of  the  chni-cli.  He  lia«  always 
been  interested  in  political  issues  and  allies  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party.  He  favoiiii  the 
cause  of  temperance  and  education  and  gave  to 
every  one  of  his  children  excellent  advantages, 
which  they  prized  highly,  and  they  are  in  their 
lives  abundantly  repaying  this  faithful  parent  for 
his  devotion  to  their  care  and  4.rainiiiji  in  tlicir 
early  years. 


^^T,ONZO  GLEASON.  We  are  gratified  to 
(®f-Jji     te  able  to  place  in  the  hands  of  our  readers 

Ijj  X  a  brief  biographical  sketch  of  Mr.  G-leason, 
{^  who   is   so  well    known    throughout    Co- 

hoctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  wlio  is 
most  highly  esteemed  personally,  as  is  aiso  his 
family.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  liavmg 
lieen  h()rn  June  20,  1831,  in  Wheeler,  Steulien 
County.  His  parents,  Eiijali  and  Elizal>eth  (Me- 
Murphy)  Gleason,were  also  New  Yorkers  by  birth. 

The  father  carried  on  fai-ming  operations,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1836  came  by  lake  to  Michigan, 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres 
of  land  on  section  6,  Hartland  Township,  and 
in  tJie    fall    of  1837    established     his    home,  and 


coutiimed  liere  until  bis  death,  which  took  place 
on  the  13th  of  April,  1850,  when  he  had  i-eached 
the  age  of  sixty-two  veal's.  His  fli-st  wife,  Abigail 
Smith,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1810,  brought 
him  five  sons  and  five  daughters.  She  was  bom 
March  7.  1793.  and  died  in  1822.  His  next  mar- 
riage was  with  Mrs,  Elizabeth  Billings,  iiee  Mc- 
Mnrpliy,  who  bore  to  him  one  son  and  three  daugii- 
terr!,  and  had  two  daughters  by  her  previous 
marriage.  She  passed  from  eaith  ]>eceml>er  8, 
1849,  four  months  and  seven  days  previous  to  the. 
decease  of  her  liusliand.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views,  and  liesides  his  farming  oi>erations 
was  engaged  in  carpentry. 

Having  received  ordinary  school  advantages ajid 
thorough  drill  upon  the  farm,  our  subject  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
having  spent  several  yeare  in  remunerative  labor 
purehased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Hartland 
Midi.  Jn  the  spring  of  1857  he  exchanged  this 
for  one  Jiundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Saginaw  County  and  two  years  later 
disposed  of  this  for  the  fifty  acres  whei-e  lie  now 
rraides.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  sec- 
tion 7,  which  he  now  holds,  he  has  improved  fully 
seventy  acres,  and  has  also  eighty  acres  on  section 
6,  which  has  lieen  partially  improved.  He  early 
became  interested  in  the  principles  pi-omulgated 
by  the  liepublican  party,  and  is  now  an  earnest 
worker  for  the  cause  of  pi-ohibition. 

Elvii-a  Thorp  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  July  8,  1857. 
She  is  a  native  of  Micliigan  and  was  iwrn  in  Fen- 
ton,  Genesee  County,  August  25,  1840,  being  a 
daughter  of  Norris  and  Eliza  Jane  (Richmond) 
Thorp,  who  were  boi-n  in  New  York,  he  September 
14,  1814,  and  his  wife  April  9,  1820.  It  was  about 
1835  when  they  came  to  Fenton,  and  for  twentj-- 
one  yeara  he  filled  the  office  there  of  Deputy 
Hherifl!.  After  a  residence  of  many  yeai-s  in  Fen- 
ton they  lived  for  some  fifteen  yeai-s  on  a  farm 
north  of  Holly,  Oakland  County,  where  his  wife 
died  October  1,  1881.  He  ended  his  earthly  ialiore 
May  Ifi,  1884,  at  Fenton,  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children — Melissa,  Elvira,  Ella  L..  John  J., 
David  F.  and  Lncena.  Ella  died  young.and  John 
and  David  served  their  country  dining  the  Civil 
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War.    The  pareiite  have  long  been  uwiiiiected  with 
the  Close  Com m union  Baptist  Cliiu'cli. 

Six  cliildren  enlivened  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mi-s.  Gleason,  the  fii-st  bom  beiug  Kllery  aud  Em- 
ery, twins;  and  the  next  born  teing  May  Bell 
and  Jay  Dell,  twins,  after  whom  came  Clarence 
and  Clarinda,  the  last-named  dying  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years.  May  B.  is  now  the  wife  of  .lolm 
Sclirepfer.  For  some  twenty-five  yeare  our  subject 
and  iiis  wife  have  lieen  Loyal  and  earnest  members 
of  the  United  Brethi-en  Church,  and  all  of  the  chil- 
di'en  are  united  with  theii-  parents  in  one  houseliold 
of  Christian  faith.  Since  the  contemplation  of  the 
liouse  of  worship  which  was  erected  some  eighteen 
years  ago  Mr.  Gleasop  has  been  a  Trustee,  and  he  is 
much  i-elied  upon  where  good  judgment  and  sound 
discretion  ai-e  needed  in  connection  with  a  true- 
lie.irted  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christianity. 


^i^LBEKT  W.  CALLAHAN,  a  member  of  the 
fej  firm  of  liailey  lii  C.illahan,  publishei-s  and 
/ILa^  pi-oprietora  of  the  North  Lansing  B£coi-d, 
was  liorn  near  Lansing,  Mai-cli  26,  187(1.  His  par- 
ents wei-e  Uusseli  B.  and  Dellia  (Rockwell)  Calla- 
lian.  The  father  was  bom  near  Sparta,  Ohio,  and 
when  fourteen  years  old  came  with  his  parents  to 
Michigan,  locating  neai-  the  present  city  of  Ijin- 
sing.  He  engaged  in  the  insurance  business,  and 
was  also  in  tlie  office  of  the  Seci-etary  of  State  for 
about  six  years  imder  Harry  A.  Conant,  remaining 
with  succeeding  officers  until  a  change  of  admini- 
stration. Ho  still  resides  in  I^ansing,  honored  hy 
all  who  know  him  for  the  integrity  of  his  life  and 
liis  genial  kindliness  of  heart.  Two  children  were 
bom  to  them,  our  subject  and  his  sister  (^eorgia. 

The  gentleman  wlio  foi-ms  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  educated  in  Lansing,  gi-aduating  from 
the  High  School  in  this  city  in  June,  1890.  After- 
ward he  was  employed  temporarily  with  the  t^Uiie. 
Repubhmii  and  thence  entered  tlie  office  of  the 
Saturday  Gail,  being  thus  engaged  until  he  em- 
barked in  his  present  business.  The  North  Jjiusing 
^Becwy/ was  established  in  the  spring  of  1K91,  the 


first  issue  being  May  1,  with  Messrs.  Bailey  &  Calla- 
liaii,  ediloi«  and  proprietors.  It  is  independent  in 
politics  and  is  dt voted  to  tlie  interests  of  tlie  peo- 
ple of  North  rinsing,  from  whom  it  receives  cordial 
support  It  is  a  weekly  paper,  and  has  a  subscrip- 
tion list  of  abont  one  thousand.  Mr.  Callahan  has 
entire  charge  of  the  editorial  department,  while 
Mr.  Bailey  manages  the  composing  room.  As  a 
young  man  of  enterprise  and  push,  Mr.  (.'allahan 
undoubtedly-  lias  a  bright  and  honored  future  be- 
fore him,  and  will,  should  his  life  l>e  spared,  become 
!i  power  in  tlie  political  and  journalistic  world. 

^j^  KTH  H.  JUDD.  He  whose  name  is  at  the 
v^^  head  of  this  sketch  is  one  who  has  been 
TTi^jij  associated  with  the  growth  of  the  county 
^"^^^  and  country  for  nearly  forty  yeare'past, 
having  come  here  in  1866,  at  which  time  he  settled 
on  section  20,  Handy  Township,  where  he  was  the 
o^viier  of  eighty  acres,  only  part  of  which  was  im- 
pi-oved.  It  bore  a  log  house  and  a  frame  gi-anary, 
wliich,  however,  was  adequate  to  the  prodnots  of 
those  early  days,  when  the  fields  bore  above  tlieir 
green  or  golden  cari>et  an  arabesque  of  rich  black 
Btumi*age,  which  was  perhaps  Iteautified  by  a  wild 
rose  or  an  unruly  blackterry  vine,  that  trailed  its 
luxuriant  length  and  luscious  fruit  against  the 
effective  background. 

Our  subject  continued  in  the  place  as  it  origin- 
ally was  for  about  twenty  yeai's  and  tlien  bought 
a  tract  of  land  across  the  road  on  section  29,  wliere 
lie  resides  at  the  present  time  and  whicii  he  lias 
improved  by  ei-ecting  a  good,  substantial  dwelling 
and  tine  barns  and  granaries.  He  now  farms  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  has  under  the 
finest  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  .Tudd  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County,  N.  V.,  November  28,  1824.  He 
is  a  son  of  Ozias  and  Martha  (Baker)  Judd,  natives 
of  the  Empire  State,  'lliey  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  in  1831  and  settled  in  the 
township  of  Jxidi,  whicli  at  tliat  time  was  an  almost 
irapeneti'ahle  forest.  Tliere  the  father  took  up 
eiglity  acres  of  (ioveniment  land  wliich  he  im- 
proved to  such  an  extent  before  his  death  that  the 


,  Google 


PORTliAlT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


857 


work  was  easily  carried  on  and  perfected  by  liis 
son.  (Jur  subject's  father  was  the  first  Towns^liip 
Clerk  to  be  elected  to  that  office  in  tliis  distriet. 
He  was  aasociated  with  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
vote  and  political  following  and  like  the  majority 
of  early  settlei-s  wajs  a  Mason,  for  in  tliose  early 
days  the  loyalty  of  fraternity  was  needed  to  miti- 
gate in  as  great  a  measure  as  possible  the  hardshi{>s 
of  tiie  period. 

Six  children  came  to  the  fireside  and  were  wel- 
oomed  to  the  Ijoard;  tliey  are  Liicema,  Amarilis, 
oiir  subject,  Betsey,  Esther  and  William.  Liicema 
is  now  Mrs.  Carmer;  Amarilis  is  Mi's.  Crain.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  (Jzias  and  Lu 
cema  (Hulett)  Judd.  They  were  from  the  l-^stern 
States.  The  former  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
though  he  followed  the  calling  of  a  fai-mer  for  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life.  He  came  to  Wa-^htenaw 
County,  this  State,  where  he  continued  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  his  decease.  He  was  the  fathei'  ■ 
of  three  children. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the   ediica-  : 
tional  advantages  offered  at  the  district  schools  in 
which  he  was  reared.     When  his  attention  was  not 
demanded  by  school  work  he  aided  his  father  on    ] 
the  farm.     He  continued    to   live   at  home  until   ' 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  after  sixteen  years  of  age   i 
having  had  entire   charge   of    the   farm,     in    the 
year  of  1856  Mr.  Judd  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces  Mather,  who  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County, 
in  the    township    of   Scio    born  October   1,  1833. 
Slie  was  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and  Marilla  (New- 
comb)  Mather,  natives  of  New  York  State.     They 
were  eai-ly  settlers  in  Washtenaw  County,  whence 
they  came  to  Handy  Townsliip,  this  county,  whei-e 
the  father  lived  until  his    decease.     He  was  Koad 
Commissioner  and  Township  Treasurer  and  enjoy- 
ed the  confidence  ajid  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
A  friend  to  .young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  he   was 
geuei'aUy  called  by  the  affectionate   and  famiiiai 
title, "  Uncle  Cal." 

Mr.  Judd  has  been  awarded  several  local  offices 
by  virtue  of  his  fitness.  He  has  l>een  Supervisor. 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Inspector  and  has  been  instrumental  in 
interesting  the  townspeople  in  the  building  of 
good    j-oads.     Religious    and    educational    Iwdies   j 


never  appeal  to  him  in  vain,  nor  do  individuals 
who  stand  in  need  of  his  kindly  word  or  t>^tieut 
sympatiiy  ever  tuni  away  from  him  unregarded. 
Three  children  have  riwen  up  alwiut  the  |)arents  to 
call  them  blessed  in  their  latter  years.  They  are 
Helen,  Ozias  and  Marilla.  Helen  is  now  Mrs. 
Grovei',  of  Handy  Township;  Ozias  is  Supervisor  of 
this  township  at  the  present  time;  he  also  fills  the 
offieea  of  Sehool  Inspector  and  Township  Ti-eas- 
urer.  Politically  Mr.  Judd  is  a  Democrat.  He 
also  was  a  .Mason.  3Ir.  .ludd  lias  accumulated  a 
handsome  foi'tune  and  isdetermined  to  fully  enjoy 
it  in  liie  latter  ]jart  of  his  life.  He  has  a  beautiful 
hoiT.i  and  is  sui'ixmnded  with  all  the  c()mforts  of 
life. 


/^  HKSTEK  AM*  SEBASTIAN  C.illOT.  This 
III  -  wortliy  father  and  sou  who  have  been  in 
^^^'  partnership  in  business  and  on  the  fai-m  for 
alMJut  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  are  among  the 
progressive  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  l^roy 
Township,  Ingham  County,  claim  their  descent 
from  the  noted  discoverer,  Sebestian  Cabot,  who 
came  with  his  brother  John  to  the  New  World 
centuries  ago.  Their  richly  cultivated  farm  and 
handsome  home  and  excellent  farm  buildings  area 
standing  monument  to  their  industry  and  good 
management  and  their  two  hundred  aci-es  of  land, 
in  which  they  arc  equal  partners,  comprise  an  es- 
tate which  is  a  credit  to  the  towjiship. 

Chester  Caliot  was  born  Septemiwr  22,  1811,  in 
Herkimer  County,  N.  V.,  and  is  a  son  of  Justice 
and  Lydia  (Robinson)  Cabot,  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land. He  is  tiie  youngest  of  their  eleven  children 
and  was  only  seven  yeai-s  old  when  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Monroe  County,  N.  T.,  where 
he  gi'ew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  school,  which  gave  him  a  good  foundation 
for  future  studies,  which  he  has  cai-ried  on  by  him- 
self through  reading. 

The  most  intei-esting  event  of  the  young  man- 
hood of  our  subject  was  his  marriage  in  New  York 
to  Mary  Fenner  in  1835.  Only  one  child  of  this 
marriage  survives — Sebastian.     After  the  death  of 
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Mrs.  Mary  Cabot,  Mr.  Cabot  was  united  with  his 
present  wife  in  1853.  Before  lier  union  witli  liim 
she  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  Tuttle.  Mi',  and  Mrs. 
Cabot  had  one  son,  who  is  deceased.  Mr,  Oabot  is 
a  natnral  mechanic  and  tliroughout  his  life  as  a 
farmer  he  has  done  his  own  blacksmitliing  and 
woodwork  whenever  needed  on  tiie  farm,  and  iliir- 
ing  his  residence  in  Monroe  County,  N,  1',,  lie 
and  his  son  Sebastian  were  in  partnerehip  in  a 
wagon  and  carriage  factory  and  a  blacksmrtli  shop 
in  which  they  were  engaged  for  a  nnniber  of  yeare 
and  kept  three  blacksmith  firesgoing.  They  finally 
exclianged  the  shop  for  the  fann  upon  which  they- 
now  live  in  i^eroy  Township,  and  in  1870  made 
Uieir  home  npon  it,  wliere  they  have  since  resided. 
They  work  together  most  harmoniously.  They 
have  pei'soni  Uy  done  most  of  the  work  upon  tlieir 
fine  bai'n  and  excellent  house  and  they  own  to- 
gether two  hundred  acres  of  land,  most  of  which 
i«  under  cultivation,  as  they  have  themselves  cleared 
tlie  timber  from  one  Iiundred  and  thirty  acres. 

Wliiie  living  in  New  York  Chester  Cabot  served 
for  some  time  as  Supervisor  of  the  township  and 
also  filled  the  otHee  of  Assessor,  l)esideB  other  offi- 
cial positions.  Sebastian  Caliot  was  bom  Septem- 
l)er  26,  1836,  and  was  married  in  1867  to  Sarah 
Ingalsbe  who  died  in  1872.  Both  the  father  and 
son  are  earnest  Proliibitionists  in  their  political 
views  and  ever  active  in  the  temp 


J'  '  ACOB  (iANSLKY.  The  paper  of  which  this 
gentleman  is  the  owner  and  proprietor,  is 
the  Michigan  Slaats  Zcitung  and  is  the  only 
German  newspaper  published  in  Jngham 
County.  Five  years  ago,  about  1886,  it  was  estab- 
lished in  Lansing,  and  now  enjoys  a  eircnlation  of 
about  five  hundred,  being  independent  politically, 
with  a  tendency  toward  the  principles  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Mr.  Clansley  purchased  the  paper 
December  19, 1890.  and  now  employs  William  Eich- 
mond  as  editor. 

Mr,  (iansley  was  bom  in  Germany,  December  16, 
1859,  and  received  his  early  education  in  his  na- 


tive land.  In  1878  he  ci'Ossed  the  broad  Atlantic, 
locating  first  in  Detroit,  and  for  four  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  liquor  business  in  Saginaw,  this 
State.  He  came  to  Lansing  iu  1885,  and  entered 
the  stoi-e  of  his  uncle,  George  Gansley,  as  a  clerk. 
On  November  li,  1886,  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself  and  opened  one  of  the  finest  fitted 
np  saloons  in  the  city.  Here  he  has  *inee  done  a 
prosperous  business.  With  the  exception  of  occa- 
sionally serving  as  a  delegate,  he  has  not  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Arbeiter  Society, 
Leider  Krantz  and  'l\irner  Verein,  His  wife,  with 
whom  he  was  united  in  marriage,  September  15, 
1887,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  H,ittieHolmes,and 
resided  prior  to  her  marriage  in  Saghiaw, 


-^1= 
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(«  ifelLLIAM  BLEEKMAK  is  the  owner  of  and 
\jiJI  resident  iipon  the  fine  farm  located  on 
W'lj  section  10.  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham 
County.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut 
who  in  an  early  day  I'emoved  to  Fulton  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Diantha  Dibble, 
also  a  native  of  Connecticut.  There  they  passed 
their  lives,  the  decease  of  the  father  occurring  in  the 
Empire  State.  It  is  a  fact  to  be  remembered  tliat 
our  subject's  father  and  mother  were  members  of 
the  Univei-salist  Church  at  a  day  when  that  sect  was 
but  little  known.  Our  subject  was  reared  iiii  tlie 
Empire  State  and  when  he  had  reached  manhood 
was  married  to  Miss  Harriet,  daughter  of  L)aniel 
Gildersleeve,  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  an  early 
settler  of  New  York,  going  to  that  State  with  his 
parents  when  a  boy  fifteen  years  of  age.  His  wife 
was  Silence  Earl  l>efore  her  marriage.  They  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters.  On  the  death  of  the  father  in  New  York 
the  widow  came  to  Mieliigau,  and  her  decease  took 
place  in  Ingham  County  while  with  her  children. 
As  the  years  went  by  a  group  of  young  people 
gathered  about  the  sober  and  occupied  lives  of  their 
tiarents  and  our  subject  Ijecame  liie  father  of  six 
children  whose  names  are  M.  Ella,  Ida  and  Ada 
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(twins)  Louisa,  GeorgiaDa  and  Josephine,  all  of 
whom  are  living  and  mariied,  with  the  exception 
of  Josephine  who  remains  at  home  with  her  par- 
ents. In  1855  Mr.  Bloekman  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Wheatfleld  Township,  Ingham 
County,  on  eighty  acres  of  land  to  Which  lie  after- 
ward added  forty  acres.  It  was  all  lieavily  lim- 
hered  and  he  at  once  began  the  work  of  clearing 
and  improving,  now  having  one  hnndre.d  and  ten 
itcrcs  imder  cultivation. 

As  can  be  imagined  by  one  who  has  been  in  the 
timber  regions  of  Michigan  and  who  knows  how 
liard  it  is  to  get  laborers,  the  work  of  improving 
om'  subject's  place  has  been  slow  and  arduous.  He 
tias  huilta  good  house  and  barn  and  is  the  possessor 
of  a  fine  farm  that  is  imder  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  hardships  of  pioneer  life  are  as  familiar 
to  Jiim  as  have  become  the  comforts  of  modern 
agricultural  life.  On  his  advent  here  the  pioneers 
had  full  chance  to  exercise  their  skill,  for  the  deer 
and  wild  turkey  with  which  the  forests  abounded 
had  hardly  become  afraid  of  mankind,  and  were 
easilj'  shot.  The  finst  pie  for  which  Mrs.  Bleekman 
eoiild  afford  pastry  was  made  of  venison.  He  and 
bis  wife  liave  lived  together  for  about  forty-six 
.\-eai-s  and  their  friends  hope  that  they  will  ha\'e  an 
iipportumty  to  celebrate  with  them  their  g<»l(len 
.wedding.  Sometime  ago  they  took  a  trjp  back  to 
tlieir  native  State  and  came  back  more  than  con- 
tented with  theii'  lot  in  life. 

Mr.  Bleekman  is  u  IJemocrat  in  his  political  fol- 
lowing and  is  a  warm  adherent  of  his  party.  He 
hiMr-  been  Justice  of  the  I'eace  a  number  of  .\'cai's 
and  lias  also  been  Treasurer  and  Highway  Commis- 
sioner.   He  standi  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 


«^,  NOBLE.  Tliis  well-known  citizen  and 
^^^  farmer  of  repute,  whose  estate  is  situated 
[^_J|)  on  section  1 1,  Uiiadilla  Township,  Living- 
"~  ston  County,  is  a  son  of  Albert  C.  Noble, 

a  Connecticut  farmer,  and  Harriet  A.  Woodruff,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  These  respected  parents 
were    married    in    New    Vork  where  tjiey  resided 


until  they  came  to  Michigan  in  June,  1843, 
and  settled  on  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  acres,  where  Cliarles  Woodruff  now 
Hves.  The  father  died  February  If),  1864,  and  the 
mother's  life  ended  July  30,1871.  Only  two  of 
their  nine  children  have  passed  on  to  the  other 
life.  The  mother  was  an  eaniest  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  gave  to  her  children  in- 
struction in  the  duties  of  a  religions  life.  The 
father  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  warmly  interested  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  party. 

nie  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  19, 
1840,  and  he  first  saw  the  light  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.  As  he  was  a  small  child  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  he  received  his  edncation  here  in  district 
No.  5,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  life  for 
himself.  In  1862,  after  two  years  of  working  for 
neighboring  farmers  lie  went  to  Minnesota  and  there 
spent  two  years  working  in  the  pineries,  in  tlie 
nortlieni  part  of  that  Sl«te,  but  about  this  *ime  he 
lieard  of  the  death  of  his  fatlier  and  decided  filial 
duty  and  inclination  both  led  him  home  to  cai-e  for 
his  mother,  and  he  remained  witli  her  until  her 
death  taking  charge  of  the  old  fai^n. 

Sarah  M.  Ilaviland  was  the  maiden  name  of  tiie 
young  lady  who  became  Mre.  Noble,  .July  13, 
187?.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Lewis  J,  and  Adeline 
(Stewart)  Haviland,  who  were  early  settlers  in 
Iosco  Township,  this  county,  where  her  father  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  as  the  mother  had 
passed  away  some  years  ago.  Mrs.  Noble  who  was 
Ijorn  June  26,  184.5,  in  Iosco  Township,  is  well  ed- 
ucated and  has  taught  school  for  some  fifteen 
terms.  No  children  have  blessed  their  home,  but 
she  has  employed  her  activities  in  outside  work 
wliich  has  been  a  l>eneflt  to  the  neighborhood.  She 
is  an  efticient  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Chureh. 
She  and  her  husband  adopted  a  young  girl  of  nine 
years,  Izena  Haviland  by  name,  and  liad  her  name 
legally  clianged  to  Izena  Noble,  lliis  daughter 
they  reared  to  womanhood  and  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Cadwell  of  East  Jordan,  Mich. 

One  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  fine  land  forms 
the  estate  of  Mr.  Noble  and  ninety  acres  of  this 
are  under  the  plow.  With  the  exception  of  the 
house  all  the  buildings    upon    the    farm  liave  been 


,  Google 


860 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


put  up  by  him.  Besides  carrying  on  general  farm- 
injf  he  mskes  something  of  a  specialty  of  fine  Me- 
rino sheep  of  which  he  iiow  lias  some  seventy 
heiui.  Draft  horses  of  tlie  Pereheron  and  Clydes- 
dale breeds  are  to  l>e  found  upon  liis  place  and  he 
has  a  fine  young  mare  of  blooded  stock  wliicli  was 
a  J.  W",  Bailey  colt.  He  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 
school  district  for  six  years  and  is  strongly  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Repnliliean  party. 


^^i  LONZO  DICKEKSOX,  deceased.  The  iiiein- 
iMOl    ory    of    the    good     wiio    have    departed 
///  (&    this  life  should  be  tenderly  cherished   by 
^  those  who  are  left  beliind,  and  the  record 

of  a  man  who  has  achieved  worthy  work  in  a  com- 
munity sliould  be  kept  green  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rising  generation,  that  tliey  may  study  and  copy 
the  excellent  traits  which  made  him  worthy  of  their 
respect.  This  former  prominent  resident  of  Locke 
Township,  Ingham  County,  was  a.  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  liorn  November  27. 
1828.  His  parents  were  Abram  and  Lucretia 
Dickerson.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  early  schools  of  New  York. 

This  g-entleman  was  united  ivith  the  com|mnion 
of  his  choice  December  19,  1853,  his  bride  being 
Ann  Carr,  who  was  1>om  July  23,  1882,  in  England. 
Her  parents  were  Robert  and  Sarah  t^arr  and  they 
emigrated  to  this  country  wlien  their  daughter  was 
but  four  years  old.  Her  home  was  in  Amsterdam, 
N,  Y.,  until  she  reached  her  n'nth  year,  and  then 
her  parents  removed  to  Ontario  County,  where  she 
grew  to  maturity.  To  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Dickerson 
were  bom  four  children — Etta,  now  tlie  wife  of 
Henry  Rann  of  Shiawassee  County  and  Ella,  wite 
of  Lyman  Bennett,  of  Perry,  Mich.  The  otiici 
two  died  in  infancy.  In  1853  our  subject  came 
with  his  wife  and  located  in  Washtenaw  Countv, 
Mich.,  coming  thence  to  Ingham  County,  wlieie 
they  located  in  I.,ocke  Township,  making  their  home 
on  the  farm  where  the  widow  now  resides,  Ileie 
they  lived  from  1868  to  1883  when  Mr.  Dickei-son 
died  on  the  last  day  of  the  yeai-.    He  had  done 


much  pioneer  work  and  had  cleared  up  and  devel- 
oped a  farm.    His  property  was  gained  by  his  own 

exertions,  as  he  had  no  one  to  start  him  in  life.  He 
left  to  his  family  one  hundi-ed  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  one  hundred  of  which  ai'c  now  the  property  of 
tlie  widow,  and  it  all  repi-eseiits  the  product  of  his 
life-work. 

In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  best  and 
most  respected  citizens.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
iiis  political  views  and  had  served  as  Highway 
Commissioner  in  Locke  Townsliip.  It  is  said  that 
he  had  no  enemies  and  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  his  intelligeuee  and  enterprise  brought  him 
into  the  front  rank  among  the  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship. His  widow  is  prominent  in  social  and  church 
circles,  lieing  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren 
Chureh. 


ellARLES  H.  GIBBS.  Although  in  the  meri- 
dian  of  life,  our  subject  is  to  the  "  manor 
born  "  of  tlie  agricultural  fraternity.  He 
was  born  June  6,  1845,  in  the  town  of  Avon,  Oak- 
land County,  this  State,  and  is  a  son  of  Graham 
and  Amanda  (Toms)  Gibbs,  He  is  a  grandson  of 
(.'alvin  Gibbs,  who  was  born  in  New  York,  and  who 
was  by  calling  a  farmer.  He  died  while  compara- 
tively a  young  man,  but  was  the  father  of  four 
sons  and  four  daughters.  The  sons  were  Calvin, 
Monroe,  Graliam  and  Austin,  The  daugliters  were 
Julia,  Clarissa,  Emily  and  Charlotte. 

The  grandsire  of  the  worthy  subject  of  oiu- 
sket<?h  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Macomi> 
County  about  1822  or  1823.  He  staid  for  a  time 
at  Red  River,  and  then  proceeded  to  Troy,  Oak- 
land County,  where  be  died  in  1824.  His  widow 
afteiwiid  miiried  a  Mr.  Marvin,  and  her  decease 
took  place  in  St  John's,  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
ninety  two  veare.  She  was  a  lifelong  member 
of  the  Baptist  <.hurch,and  a  devoted  and  con- 
sistent Chustiaii  Our  subject's  father  was  bom 
m  Hukimei  County,  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  parents 
(.ame  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Avon,  being  one  of 
the  ver^  first  to  settle  in  Oakland  County.  He 
now  lives  m  Pontiac,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eiglit. 
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His  wife  still  survives.  They  m-e  tlie  jiat-eiits  of 
two  cliildren — Emraa  and  Charles  H.,  the  laltev 
being  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  wrilti.  The 
family  are  of  the  Episcopal  persuasion. 

Mr.  Gibbs'  mother  was  horn  in  Bloomffeld,  N. 
Y.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Aivin  and  Minerva 
(Phelps)  Toms,  and  was  one  of  seven  children 
boni  to  her  parents,  there  being  three  sons — Rob- 
ert P.,  Joel  P.  and  Justice  W.  The  daughters 
were  (.)live,  who  was  Mrs.  Wilcox;  Amanda,  who 
married  Mr,  Gibbs,  and  Maria,  wife  of  Judge 
Powell.  The  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The 
eiu-ly  ti-aining  of  our  subject  was  that  of  a  farmer's 
lad,  and  the  rudiments  of  his  education  were 
acquired  in  the  district  school  in  the  vicinity  of 
liis  home.  He  also  went  to  Pontiae  to  school. 
At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  his  work  as  a 
liread- winner,  entering  a  store  at  Saginaw. 

In  December,  1 864,  Mr.  Gibbs enlist«d  in  tlie army 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  teamster  in  a  wagon 
train,  serving  most  of  the  time  on  the  road  between 
Kiileigh  and  Springfleld,  Mo.  At  twenty-three 
yeai-s  of  age,  liaving  purchased  eighty  aci-es  of  his 
father's  farm  he  began  life  for  himself.  With  the 
exception  of  One  year  spent  in  Waterford  and 
one  at  Knoxville,  our  subject  lived  on  the  old 
liomestead  until  188,5.  He  then  sold  his  plate  and 
went  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  August,  1888,  where 
lie  pin'chased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  where 
iLe  resides  on  section  5,  of  Deerfield  Township  on 
tlie  place  known  as  tlie  Hawley  farm. 

The  farm  upon  wliich  Mr,  Gibbs  resides  is  one 
of  the  tinest  in  the  county;  his  !)arns  are  very 
large  and  well-biiilt;  his  residence  is  a  home  of 
comfort  and  enjoyment;  his  fields  are  well  tilled 
and  the  stock  sleek  and  well  fed.  Previous  to 
this  time  in;  was  a  dairyman.  He  had  the  first 
herd  of  Guernsey  cattle  in  Michigan.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  is  a  fervent  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ica!  belief.  He  was  mairied  June  13,  1868  to  Eva 
L.  Davis,  who  was  bom  in  Avon,  August  29, 18.12. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Han-y  W,  and  Elizabeth 
(Swan)  Davis  natives  of  Madison  and  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  respectively.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  Avon,  Oakland  County  in  an  early  day. 
He  there  resided  until  his  death  which  occurred  in 
1  H.IH,     He  was  an  old  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 


The  two  chiidi-en  born  to  him  and  liis  wife  were 
Eva  L.  and  Han-y  J.  Mi-s.  Gibbs'  father  was  a 
son  of  Isaac  and  Roxy  (Wilson)  Davis,  who  came 
to  Madison  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
He  died  in  the  first-named  place  and  his  widow 
came  to  Michigan,  her  decease  occurring  in  New 
York,  in  1866  at  tlie  age  of  eighty-eight  yeai-s. 
Four  children  have  graced^the  domestic  i-ealm,  ot 
which  our  subject  is  head.  They  are  Eddy  C, 
HaiTV  G.,  Knimn  M.  and  Amelia  M. 

Ml  l^T^FOKD  B.  DEMEREST.  Truth  and 
II  (^  purity  in  the  end  alwajs  win  the  day,  and 
J._iV-  the  exponents  of  these  principles  inevitably 
gain  an  ascendency  over  those  who  are  careless  as 
to  these  potent  principles.  He  of  whom  we  write 
has  alwaj's  adhered  to  the  principles  of  temper- 
ance, morality  and  truth,  and  has  the  i-espeet  and 
regard  of  his  fellow-nion.  He  is  a  farmei  living 
on  section  28,  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  i-*  the  jiroprietor  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  which  he  devotes  for  the  most  part  to  the 
i-aising  of  Short-Iiorn  cattle,  hoises,  sheep,  hogs, 
etc.  His  place  is  one  of  the  representative  farms 
of  his  township,  being  a  model  of  neatness, 
scientific  culture  and  productivess. 

Mr.  Demerest  is  a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State 
and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  its  soil,  its  atmosphere,  etc.,  and  thus  has  tlie 
advantage  over  many  agriculturists  wlio  are 
obliged  to  famiiiarize  themselves  with  a  new  ti-act. 
He  was  bom  in  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  C'ounty,  this 
State,  the  Ifith  of  August,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Ann  K.  (l>ey)Demei-est,  natives  of  Rock- 
land and  Seneca  Counties,  N.  Y.  John  Demerest 
came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Mich,,  in  the  year  of 
1841,  and  was  here  married.  He  came  to  Living- 
ston County  in  October,  1849,  and  settled  in  the 
same  township  whei-e  he  lias  since  lived.  Since 
being  here  he  has  held  the  office  of  (commissioner. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  John 
and  Nancy  (Phillips)  Demerest,  natives  of  Rockland 
County.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1842, settling  in 
Allegan  County,  where  they  lived  for  two  or  three 
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years  and  then  removed  to  this  county.  Our  sub- 
ject's giandfatlier  who  was  a  Ilemoorat,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  Nancy  Phillip's  father 
was  (xilbert  Phillips,  a  native  of  New  York,  where 
he  eaiTied  on  his  ti-ade,  which  was  that  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  He  also  was  a  Democrat  as  is  the 
father  of  oiu-  subject. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  our  subject  still 
occupy  the  old  homestead  which  their  son  and  our 
subject  conducts.  The  father  is  seventy-six  yeare 
of  age  and  his  wife  sixty-six  years  old.  They 
have  only  two  children,  he  of  whom  we  write,  and 
William.  The  latter  is  a  druggiat  in  Webberville. 
He  has  a  veiy  pleasant  home  over  which  presides 
his  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Miss  Mary- 
Cruse,  of  Marion  Townsliip.  BotJi  husband  and 
wife  are  memhei-s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  William  is  a  Demoorat  and  an  Odd 
Fellow. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Handy  Township 
and  then  took  a  eommercial  course  at  Albion  thi« 
State.  He  learned  the  cai  pentei  s  trade  which  he 
followed  for  some  \ear*  He  has  alw«i\s  ni'ide  hi-- 
home  with  his  p^ientn  -ind  since  1879  has  taken 
charge  of  the  farm  The  tinhdenee  that  his  f el 
low  townsmen  repose  in  hi«  judgment  and  ibilit\  | 
is  shown  by  the  fact  tliat  he  has  1  een  elected  to 
fill  sevei-al  town«hip  offices  having  held  thit  of  I 
Treasurer  for  two  vears 

Mr.  Lintsfoid  Demerest  was  united  m  maiiiage 
in  1874  to  Miss  Matilda  A  Saundeis  She  was  a 
daughter  of  >'iederi(k  and  Man  (love)  Saundeis 
natives  of  Kngland  who  came  to  Amenta  in  the 
early  history  of  Alichigan  and  --cttled  in  the  town 
ship  of  Marion  thin  county  nheio  lhe>  ena;aai_d 
in  farming.  Iln  mothei  died  m  Sliiin  ihsee 
County,  to  which  plaic  they  hid  mo^ed  in  the 
spring  of  1875  Mr  Saunders  is  one  of  the  i-epre 
sentative  agricultuial  men  of  thtt  cf>unt\  and  hat 
been  very  suceeshf ul  ui  hisbusmt^  Mrb  Demoie  t 
died  Novembei  6,  1885.  He  contiacted  a  second  . 
marriage,  Miss  Mary  J.  Saunders  Incoming  hie  wife 
April  6,  1888.     She  is  a  sister  of  Ills  iii-st  wife. 

Our  subject  has  a  family  of  three  children, 
whose  names  are  Alta  M.,  Bertha  B.  and  Lavenie  J. 
Mr.  Demerest  now  belongs  to  the  Industrial  party. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance  and 


of  the  Grange.  In  their  church  associations  he 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  our  subject  i.'s 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  He  is  a  be- 
liever in  the  temperance  cause,  as  he  is  in  all  pro- 
gressive movements,  but  that  of  temperance  is 
particularly  vital  to  him  and  he  would  gladly  do 
all  he  could  to  see  it  advanced.  Mr.  Demerest  is  a 
man  wlio  is  looked  up  to  with  all  deference  and 
regard    by    his    associates    and    fellow-townsmen. 


J|OH\  I-  CIEMLM'S  Not  a  few  of  the 
faimei-s  of  Manon  lownship,  Livingston 
I  C  ount\  had  then  nitivity  in  this  very 
_  county  and  among  such  ne  find  some  who 
aiL  of  foieign  piientage  but  who  liave  brought 
inlurited  ti-ait"?  to  beai  in  developing  the  newer 
ti\  ilization  of  our  Western  country.  He  of  whom 
we  wiite  was  bom  of  English  piientage  in  Marion 
lownship  in  January,  I84!l. 

Thomas  Clements,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
Ihhu  m  England  in  1817,  and  although  he  had 
vei\  --cant  opportunities  for  an  education  devoted 
himself  with  great  industry  and  foresight  to  his 
wotk  as  A  farmer.  Finding,  however,  that  there 
was  Lilt  little  opiH>rtunity  for  him  to  attain  much 
financial  success  in  the  old  country,  he  determined 
to  come  to  America.  After  spending  some  time  in 
the  I  nited  States  and  Canada,  Thomas  Clements 
letuiued  to  PIngland  to  bring  hence  the  one  whom 
he  had  chosen  as  his  wife— Martha  Holmes.  Upon 
his  leturn  to  this  country  he  came  to  Deti-oit,  and 
m  184  )  made  his  hottie  in  Maiion  Township,  where 
he  fiMt  lioiight  eighty  acres  which  he  afterward 
dit-iosed  of  and  bought  one  hundred  in  another 
pait  of  tlie  township,  and  somewhat  later  added  t<i 
it  by  pureliase  of  another  hundred. 

The  father  of  our  subject  resides  now  on  section 
17,  Marion  Township,  and  of  his  nine  children  our 
subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  age.  In  1865  he 
lost  ihc  wife  of  his  youth  and  in  1867  he  was  again 
united  in  mamage.  By  this  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ann  Robbins,  he  has  one  daughter. 
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His  politiciil  views  ]iting  liim  iii  sympftthy  with  the 
Deraocrfttic  party.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
experiences  of  his  life  is  liis  trip  to  Caiifovnia  in 
1852,  when  lie  went  overland  and  spent  a  year  or 
two  in  the  mines,  coming  home  by  way  of  Panama. 
At  one  time  while  on  liis  trip  the  party  left  the 
trail  and  took  a  short  cut,  during  which  excui-sion 
the_>'  were  attacked  by  Indians.  Once  when  he  was 
untying  his  horse  an  ariijw  from  an  Indian  bow 
.''ti'nok  the  tree  over  his  head  and  he  only  escaped 
by  the  speed  of  his  horse,  lie  stopped  at  Salt  Lake 
City  where  he  had  the  questionable  distinction  of 
stocking  grain  for  Drigham  Young. 

In  early  youth  our  subject's  school  advantages 
were  limited  but  he  was  not  content  with  a  narrow 
education.  He  therefore  after  reaching  his  majority 
worked  until  he  had  earned  $200  and  then  devoted 
that  sum  to  his  expenses  while  at  school  in  Howell. 
He  then  bought  one  hundred  and  twentj'  acres  of 
land  to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty  more, 
and  in  1874  he  married  Lydia  Papworth.  daughter 
of  Thomas  Papwortli,  an  Englishman,  who  had 
seven  children,  his  daughter  Lydia  being  bom  in 
1850.  To  this  wife  were  bom  three  childi-en,  Ida 
1...  Ceorge  G.  and  Giwe.  In  1887  Mrs.  Lydia  Cle- 
ments was  called  to  her  eternal  home. 

The  lady  who  now  presides  with  so  much  grace 
:ind  dignity  over  the  household  of  Mr.  Clements 
wiis,  at  the  time  of  her  man'iage  with  him,  a  widow, 
liaving  one  child,  Alice  -J.  She  was  Mrs.  Kllen 
(Twilley)  Beach,  daughter  of  James  Twilley,  wiio 
came  to  Brighton  fi-om  England  at  an  earlj-  day 
and  Jiad  a  family  of  five  daughtei-s.  Mrs.  Clements 
was  l)ori»  in  li^ngland  in  1848  and  she  has  now  two 
beautiful  children,  (iail  H.  and  (ilendon  T.  While 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  was  Iwing  built 
ill  West  Marion  Mr.  Clements  was  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees who  had  charge  of  that  I'esponsible  work  and 
he  is  now  Steward  in  this  chiireh,  where  he  and 
his  wife  are  active  and  devout  membei"s. 

The  declarations  of  the  Democmtic  jmrty  em- 
body the  political  views  of  Mr.  Clements,  and  he 
is  active  in  his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  that[«irty. 
He  was  the  first  Township  Super  in  t«ii  dent  of 
Schools  which  Mai-ion  Township  ever  had,  and  has 
also  filled  with  efficiency  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents  the  offices  of  .lustice  of  the  Peace  and 


Sui>ervisor.  He  is  now  starting  into  the  fruit  bus- 
iness and  lias  frani  four  hundred  to  five  hundred 
]ieach  trees,  twenty  pear  trees  and  forty  plum  trees 
upon  his  place.  lie  has  also  planted  one  hundred 
grape  vines  and  one  hundred  dewberry  bushes. 
His  registered  Galloway  cattle  are  valuable  ad- 
juncts of  his  farm  and  he  has  some  of  the  best 
sheep  for  fine  wool  in  tlic  township,  but  they  are 
not  of  the  registei'ed  grades. 


'IL^  ON.  .IA(  OB  KANOl"SK,  Indovibtedly  of 
|K  ji)  (ierman  descent,  our  subject  belimgs  to  a 
/4W^  family  whose  more  recent  representatives 
(^J)  have  been  closely  associated  with  the  growth 
and  history  of  New  Jci-sey.  The  representative  of 
the  pi-eseut  generation,  of  whom  we  are  writing, 
residing  in  Cohoctah  Township,  has  been  a  Repre- 
sentative of  his  district  in  the  State  legislature. 
Now  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  citizens 
of  tliis  vicinity,  he  was  born  August  23,  1817,  in 
the  town  of  Kuckaway,  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  and 
is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Kanouse,  and  a 
grandson  of  Jacob  Kanouse,  who  in  turn  was  a  son 
of  Jacob  Kanouse,  who  came  from  Geimany.  He 
came  here  in  Colonial  days  and  was  a  repi-esenta- 
tive  of  tlie  class  of  toilers  whose  native  shrewdness 
and  wit  was  their  only  stock  in  trade,  for  he  was 
sold  to  pay  his  passage  hither.  His  wife,  wlio 
accompanied  him,  was  also  sold  to  the  same  man  to 
whom  hei'  Iiusband  was  bound,  and  together  they 
served  for  seven  years,  after  which  they  married 
and  were  successful  in  accumulating  a  liandsome 
property,  comprising  over  two  hundred  acres  of 
land.  ITie  firat  wife,  who  was  the  companion  of 
liis  days  of  poverty  and  privation,  bore  him  four 
cliildren,  all  sons;  she  died  and  he  married  again. 
The  second  wife  presented  him  with  three  sous  and 
one  daughter.  As  was  the  custom  at  that  time,  on 
the  decease  of  the  first  wife  she  was  interred  on  his 
fann.  The  frame  house  in  which  they  lived  when 
beginning  life  still  stands,  and  his  descendants, 
who  are  very  numerous,  find  in  it  a  fitting  memo- 
rial of  the  industry,  sacrifice,  pmdence  and  economy 
of  their  early  progenitor. 
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Our  subject's  grandfather  was  bom  in  Morris 

County,  N.  J.,  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  As  the 
domestic  altai-  was  raised  the  liousehold  was  en- 
larged to  include  four  sons,  whose  names  were 
.loseph,  Peter,  Frederick  and  Conrad,  all  of  whom 
married,  with  the  exception  of  Conrad,  wlio  died 
ill  tlie  War  of  1812.  The  father  died  in  New  Jer- 
sey. Our  subject's  father,  Peter  Kanouse,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  early  learned  the  black- 
smitli's  trade.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  went  to 
New  York  City  to  help  defend  the  dty,  and  in 
1836  lie  determined  to  strike  out  in  a  new  line 
from  the  rest  of  his  family  and  came  West,  going 
up  tlie  Hudson  River  and  west  by  the  Erie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  took  a  boat  for  Detroit,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Burns,  in  Hhiawassee  County, 
tliis  Stat«.  He  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  on  section  27.  Of  this  he  gave  each 
of  his  cliildren  eighty  acres,  resei-ving  a  life  inter- 
est in  eighty  acres  for  himself.  Originally  he  was 
a  Whig,  but  later  became  a  Republican.  His 
decease  took  p[a«e  on  the  farm  which  he  had  pur- 
cliased,  August  24,  1871,  at  which  time  he  lacked 
only  four  months  of  being  eighty  years  of  age. 
Tlie  father  of  six  children,  only  four  grew  to  mat- 
urity; these  are  Jacob,  Edmund,  Peter  and  Agnes. 
These  all  reared  families.  Adherents  of  the  Pi-es- 
byt«rian  Church,  our  subject's  father  and  mother 
were  the  first  representatives  of  that  body  in  this 
section  and  were  instnimental  in  organizing  a 
church  of  that  denomination  hei*.  At  the  time  of 
tlieir  advent  liere  tliei-e  was  no  stoi'e,  mill  or 
church  within  forty  miles.  For  twenty  yeai-s  after 
coming  to  this  State  the  elder  Mr.  Kanouse  worked 
at  his  trade. 

The  mother  of  the  original  of  our  sketcii  was 
horn  in  1793,  in  New  Jei-sey.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Ileury  and  Sarah  (Rycrson)  Cook,  farmers  of 
New  Jersey  of  Holland-Dutch  origin,  'lliey  had 
four  sons  and  four  daughtei-s.  Our  subject's  mother 
died  Septemlier  12,  1H70,  Mr.  Kanouse  received 
only  a  common-school  education  in  his  youth;  he 
is  a  man,  however,  to  make  the  most  of  every 
opportunity  aud  has  learned  much  by  oI>servation. 
As  soou  as  he  was  strong  enougli  to  swing  the 
hammer  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  went  to 


New  York  City,  where  he  worked  for  one 
year,  and  at  tiie  end  of  tliat  time  came  to 
Michigan  witli  his  fatlier  and  for  forty  years 
was  engaged  in  working  at  his  trade;  at  the 
same  time  he  was  the  proprietor  of  farming 
interests.  His  trade,  which  was  chiefly  the  ironing 
of  breaking  plows,  left  him  time  to  attend  suc- 
cessfully to  his  other  business.  On  coming  to  the 
State  he  entered  land,  which  was  afterward  pat- 
ented by  his  father,  and  cleared  twenty  acres  of 
the  eighty,  which  was  his  portion  of  the  estate. 

In  1844  he  of  whom  we  write  sold  his  tract  and 
bought  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres  where  lie 
now  resides  on  section  5,  Cohoctah  Township,Liv- 
ingston  County,  paying  ifcS  per  acre  for  his  pur- 
chase. He  made  a  payment  by  trade  in  flour  at  $4 
per  barrel,  drawing  it  to  Detroit  and  Pontiac,  and 
did  not  free  his  place  from  debt  for  five  years, 
although  he  was  quite  successful  in  croiJS.  He 
planted  forty  acres  to  wheat  the  first  year  and  it 
yielded  him  a  return  of  five  hundred  bushels.  For 
ft  time  he  was  very  closely  pressed  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  life,  but  since  that  time  he  hasnever  wanted 
for  anything.  For  twenty  yeai-S  his  brother  Peter 
was  in  business  with  him.  They  kept  no  account 
whatever  of  the  possessions  of  either,  but  at  the  end 
of  that  time  divided  the  fann  and  each  took  half 
of  everything.  Our  subject  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres,  having  given  ten  acres  to  his 
son  and  sold  him  twenty  acres,  besides  fifteen  acre^- 
disposed  of  to  another. 

Mr.  Kanouse  and  his  brother  made  all  tlie 
improvements  that  the  estate  boasts.  Our  subject 
served  for  six  or  eight  years  as  Supervisoi'  of  the 
township,  his  fli-st  election  taking  place  in  1851. 
He  ivas  also  Justice  of  tlic  Peace  for  twelve  yeai-s 
aud  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  186(1, 
and  although  the  populai' majority  was  againsthim, 
he  received  the  election  bya  majority  of  seventeen. 
and  while  thus  engaged  served  on  the  State  Affaii^ 
Committee.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  was  elected 
Proliate  Judge,  and  as  a  Republican  has  been  active 
and  influential  in  politics,  and  is  proud  of  having 
been  one  of  tlie  original  Abolitionists. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kanouse  took  place  Decem- 
ber 17,  1840,  at  which  time  he  was  made  one  with 
Mi^«  Ma!>fl  Di-akc,  who  is  a  native  of  Alleghany 
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County,  N.  Y.,  and  aiSsuigliterof  (tideon  and  M.tria 
(Pope)  Drake,  who  came  to  Adrian,  Midi.,  in  tlie 
fall  of  1835,  thence  removing,  in  1 838,  to  Burns 
Township,  whei-e  he  entered  and  cleared  a  farm. 
Our  subject  and  liis  wife  ai-e  the  parents  of  fonr 
cliildren — LiiUier  C,  Mary  A,,  Kmma  -1,  and  Kettie 
J.  The  eldest  son  was  a  lieutenant  in  tlie  late 
war,  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry. 
Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  William  Itandall;  Emma  is 
the  wife  of  George  E,  Foster.  In  1864  onr  subject 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Blair  to  go  South  and  take 
tlie  votes  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Firet,  Jifth,  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  Mr.  and  Mi-s. 
Kanouse  have  been  active  members  of  the  regular 
Baptist  Church  for  fifty  years  and  our  subjeet  ba« 
served  as  Deacon  and  Clerk  for  many  years.  IJotli 
are  members  of  the  first  chui-eh  organized  here. 
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r=^^ 


,1P^EV.  WINFIELD  S.  SLY  is  the  founder  and 
jLsir^  general  manager  of  the  Rocky  Beach  Be- 
;*A  \v  nevolent  Association,  which  was  organized 
\^for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  and  placing 
orphans  and  indigent  children  in  good  private 
homes.  Its  central  office  is  at  reusing,  where  all 
gifts  and  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  the 
general  managei'.  Jt  was  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  1888  with  our  subject  as 
I'resident  and  General  Manager,  T.  Slenou,  M.  D., 
of  Jackson,  Mich.,  ;is  first  vice-president,  W.  N, 
Moore,  of  Jackson,  second  vice-pi-esident.  J.  X. 
(ii'aham,  of  this  city  as  secretary  and  E.  It.  Car- 
rier, treasurer.  The  institution  is  supported  by 
free-will  offerings.  The  children  are  maintained  in 
receiving  homes  in  Lansing  or  remain  in  the  iiiriti- 
tntion  a.t  Bocky  Beach  until  permanent  homes  can 
be  secured  for  them. 

This  institution  has  been  greatly  prosjiered, 
besides  having  found  places  for  many  little  ones 
who  might  otherwise  have  been  miserably  left  to 
grow  up  to  lives  of  ignorance  and  crime.  Buildings 
are  being  erected  on  handsome  grounds  belonging 
to  the  association  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Little 
Traverse  Bay.  Here  children  fourteen  years  old 
or  under,  are  taken  under  the  care  of  competent 


matrons  and  preceptors  appointed  by  the  associ- 
ation until  of  age  Or  adoption  by  private  families, 
and  thatthe  milk  of  human  kindness  is  richer  than 
often  it  is  credited  with  being,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  people  of  this  and  other  states  have 
sent  in  applications  often  amounting  in  number 
to  more  tlian  there  are  children  in  the  institution, 
offering  to  give  these  homeless  waifs  comfortable 
homes  and  piotection,  with  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  they  are  obliged  to  guarantee  the  asso- 
ciation iMifcn'e  it  will  give  them  into  their  charge. 

The  association  is  exceptionally  well  organized 
and  is  reaching  out  a  l»eneficient  arm  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  They  aim  to  have  a  local  Super- 
intendent and  Advisory  Board  in  every  rural 
school  district,  and  in  every  ward  of  large  cities, 
and  in  each  town  and  village  to  receive  or  collect 
supplies  or  money  and  to  ascertain  what  homes  or 
families  desire  to  adopt  children.  Tliey  also  find 
and  rejtort  to  Mr.  Sly,  the  general  manager,  such 
cliildren  as  are  in  need  of  homes.  The  Institution 
is  distinctively  religioiis  but  not  sectarian.  It  has 
had  tlie  highest  degree  of  encouragemei  t  in  re- 
ceiving offers  of  homes  from  a  moral  and  high 
class  of  i>eople.  Especial  attention  is  given  to  the 
class  of  applicants  and  homos  in  which  the  wards 
of  the  institution  are  placed. 

The  scope  of  the  work  which  the  Kev.  Mr.  Sly 
has  organized  is  not  confined  to  tlie  State,  but  is 
national  in  that  it  has  offering  and  applications 
for  children  from  almost  every  state  and  ten-itory 
in  the  Tnion,  besides  from  Canada  and  Mexico. 
'ITie  Oi-phiiiin'  Voiee  the  organ  of  the  association 
IS  a  folio  published  monthly  in  the  interest  of  the 
in;>titntion  and  has  at  present  a  eireulation  of 
Kt.iUMi  copic".    This  is  edited  by  our  subject. 

Rev.  ^Viufield  S.  Sly  was  bora  in  Lockport,  111,, 
Auiru^t  21.  1848  and  is  a  son  of  Seneca  Sly.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  Northwestem  llui- 
vei-nity  at  Evanston,  Tils.,  and  also  studied  at  the 
(iarrett  Biblical  Institute,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  1869,  his  first  charge  being  in  Kin- 
mundy,  of  that  State,  thereafter  serving  as  pastor 
at  Shipman  and  Alton,  Ills.,  and  at  Petosky, 
Jackson  and  Ijinsing,  Mich.  His  time  is  now 
exciuhively  occupied  in  Evangelistic  work  and  in 
connection  with  the  orplians'  mission. 
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When  n  lad  of  fifteen  yeai-s  of  age,  our  subject's 
lilood  was  stiri-ed  by  the  accounts  of  the  heroism 
of  our  nation's  pi-eservers,  and  lie  enlisted  in 
Corajjany  H,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry  and  was  sen*  to  the  de- 
[mrtnientof  the  C'nrnberland.  He  was  engaged  the 
most  of  his  time  on  garrison  duty  in  Kentuekj', 
and  remained  in  the  ai-my  until  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  serrice  near  the  close  of  the 
war.  Our  subject  married  Miss  Maggie  W.  Wool- 
worth,  wlio  as  an  orphan  child,  was  adopted  from 
the  American  Female  (Juardian  Society  of  New 
York  City,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paris  Woolworth,  of 
Plaiufleld,  Ills.,  and  by  them  reared  as  their  own 
child  until  she  yraa  manied.  From  her  Mr.  Sty 
received  his  first  stimulus  to  his  work  and  she  is 
now  an  able  assistant  in  the  good  that  is  tieing 
done  by  tlie  association.  They  have  one  daughter 
who  is  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  name  is  Fannie 
W.  and  their  tender  love  for  her  makes  them 
more  appreciative  of  tlie  position  and  the  dangers 
that  surround  a  young  person  who  is  without 
parentti  and  left  to  the  mercies  of  the  world. 


^^  HARlJi:S  C.  JKWE'rr,  dealer  in  liardwure. 
[l[  ^j  stoves,  ranges,  steam- lit  tings,  etc.  in  Howell, 
^9f^'  Ijivingsttin  County,  was  born  here  in  1847, 
and  i-eeides  in  his  birth-place.  He  is  tlie  son  of 
the  Hon.  George  W.  and  Annis  P.  (Melendy) 
.Tewelt,  natives  of  Durham,  Conn,  and  of  New 
Hainpshii-e  respectively.  The  father's  younger 
days  were  spent  in  the  mercantile  business  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  removed  to  Moravia,  N, 
Y.,  where  for  several  years  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile tmde  and  was  married.  Shortly  after  this 
event  he  left  New  York  in  the  fall  of  1836  and 
came  to  Michigan,  where  he  located  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Livingston  Connty,  one  hundred 
acres  of  it  lying  within  the  city  limit  of  Howell. 

George  Jewett  retnrned  East  and  brought  on  his 
bride  to  this  new  and  wild  home.  He  built  the 
first  frame  i-esidence  in  the  city  and  lived  in  it  for 
three  years  after  which  he  built  the  magniflcent 
home  which  still  remains  on  his  fann  half  a  mile 


from  the  court-house.  He  died  in  1861  and  his 
wife,  in  J877.     He  filled  various  important  offices, 

being  the  first  County  Clerk  and  being  twice  a 
member  of  the  Legislature.  He  did  much  business 
for  others  and  was  a  very  active  and  prominent 
business  man  thoroughout  his  life.  He  and  his 
wife  were  charter  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  which  he  hel|>ed  to  organize  and  build. 

The  children  of  the  Hon.  George  W.  and  Annis 
Jewett  are  William  B.,  Jeanette,  Sarah  F.,  Mary, 
Lizzie,  Ellen,  and  our  subject.  Tlicii-  mother  was 
one  of  the  most  practical  and  capable  women  in 
Michigan  and  after  her  husband's  death  attended 
to  the  business  of  his  large  estate,  and  in  her  busi- 
ness management  she  was  complimented  by  men 
of  affairs.  Besides  these  active  qualities  she  had 
unusual  literary  attainments  and  refinement  and 
also  took  a  leading  part  in  church  matters,  doing 
much  especially  to  support  the  musical  part  of  the 
church  service. 

After  working  upon  the  old  homestead  until  he 
Was  twenty-two,  Mr.  Jewett  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness which  now  engages  him.  He  built  the  Jewett 
Block  in  1872  and  is  one  of  the  organizes  Mid  dii-ect^ 
ors  and  President  of  the  Electric  Light  Company 
of  Howell  and  has  been  in  the  City  Council  three 
times.  Thirty  acres  of  the  old  farm  have  been 
platted  and  sold  as  tlie  Jewett  Addition  and  he 
still  retains  fifteen  acres  about  the  old  home.  He 
was  marnetl  in  1883  to  Miss  Eva  A,,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  J.  and  Cornelia  A.  (Howland)  Mills,  and 
she  has  two  children,  Annis  C.  and  Charles  G. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Chui-ch 
and  Mi's.  Jewett  is  a  woman  of  fine  literary  attain- 
ments and  musical  ability. 

The  family  to  which  the  Hon.  George  W.  Jewett 
belonged  has  been  considerably  noted  in  business 
and  manufacturing  circles.  His  brother,  Samuel 
I'.,  was  promuiently  identified  with  the  business 
interests  of  Ann  Ai'bor  and  for  twenty  years  was 
the  Chicago  Agent  for  the  manufacturing  firm  of 
Jewett  &  Root  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Another  brotlieJ-, 
Jolin  C,  of  Buffalo,  lias  the  largest  factory  in  the 
world  for  the  making  of  refrigerators  and  bird- 
cages, wiiile  Sherman  8.  has  also  been  in  the  manu- 
facturing business  for  fifty-five  years  at  Buffalo, 
and  Guernsey  is  a  capitalist  at  Moravia,  N.  Y,   Dr. 
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Charles,  of  Moi-ftvia,  now  deceased,  had  one  of  the 
ino&t  beftiitiful  places  in  that  section  and  James  H., 
of  Buffalo,  a  maiinfaotiiier  of  hoots  and  shoes,  is 

AVEliNE  I).  1!1M)KA\\'.  Tlie  pioiuineiit 
1)  and  well-known  fai'mer  whose  name  we 
now  give  has  his  line  farm  located  upon 
Section  27,  Putnam  Township,  IJvingston  County, 
one-half  mile  south  from  the  village  of  Pincknej-. 
He  has  good  reason  to  feel  proud  of  liis  pai-entago, 
as  his  father,  Isaac  Brokaw,  wati!  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  who,  in  company  with  John  C.  Birdsall 
originated  what  is  now  known  as  the  Birdaall 
Clover  Huller.  lie  was  a  mechanical  genius  and 
was  always  throughout  life  interested  in  machinery. 
The  machine  was  first  known  as  the  Birdsall  & 
Brokaw  Clover  Huller,  but  Mr.  Brokaw  in  tlic 
coHi"se  of  time  sold  out  his  intei'est  which  is  mow 
held  by  Mr.  Birdsall  of  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Isaac  Brokaw  was  through  most  of  Ids  life  a 
farmer  and  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y,  ile 
took  to  wife  Laviua  Cate,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State  and  wlio  came  with  hira  to  Mich- 
igan in  187(1,  and  settled  on  tjie  farm  whei-e  our 
subject  now  lives.  Slie  still  survives,  but  was  be- 
i-eaved  of  her  husband  in  a  most  terrible  disaster, 
fts  he  was  killed  by  tJie  cai-s  at  Dexter,  Washtenaw 
County,  in  1885  when  he  was  sixty-two  yeais  old. 
Her  thi-ee  children  are  all  living,  namely:  oui' 
subject,  Sarbra  E.  and  Helen  C. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native  of  the  Kin- 
pire  State  and  was  born  August  12,  1849.  Tlio 
common  schools  of  his  native  home  supplied  his 
education  and  he  spent  one  year  in  Alichigan  some 
twenty-seven  yeare  ago,  during  which  time  he  at- 
tended the  district  school  here.  He  tlien  went  to 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  remained  there 
some  six  years. 

The  young  man  now  decided  to  go  West  and  in 
l)i71  sought  the  great  city  of  Chicago  where  he 
was  engaged  in  boring  artesian  wells.  Still  follow- 
ing the  star  of  empire  he  went  to  Ft.  Bussell, 
Wyoming  Ty.,  where  he  pureued  the  same  line  of 


work  so  successfully  as  to  build  up  quite  a  reputa- 
tion. After  a  year  and  a  half  he  went  into  the 
gold  mines  near  Ft.  Russell  and  also  in  tlie  region 
of  the  Black  Hills,  Oak.,  and  spent  five  yeara  there. 
During  one  year  he  made  three  trips  from  Chey- 
enne to  Deadwood.  That  was  the  year  of  the  Cus- 
ter massacre  and  as  matters  were  very  much 
unsettled  at  that  time  he  had  frequent  brushes  with 
the  Indians,  but  he  says  that  during  his  experi- 
ence  in  the  oil  region  he  met  a  much  rougher  set  of 
men  than  he  did  in  the  Black  Hills  and  Wyoming. 
As  he  was  not  making  his  fortune  in  the  mines  he 
decided  to  leave  that  part  of  the  t-ountry  and  in 
187^  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  the 
fai-m  whei-e  he  now  resides-  and  which  has  been  his 
home  from  tliat  day  to  this. 

Mr,  Bi-okaw  now  found  a  settled  life  so  much 
more  conducive  to  his  happiness  than  the  rovmg 
experiences  of  the  past  few  yeare  tliat  he  decided 
to  make  his  home  still  more  permanent  by  taking 
to  himself  a  wife,  and  lie  was  married  in  1881  to 
C'lara  lx>uise,  daughter  of  (Jeorge  and  Maiilia 
(Allison)  Reeves,  who  were  old  settlei-s  in  this 
tiL)wnship  and  who  are  now  both  deceased.  Mrs. 
Brokaw  is  a  native  of  this  township.  One  child 
only  has  Ijeen  gi^^nted  to  this  interesting  couple, 
Kitsey  R.,  who  was  born  .Inly  12,  1886. 

Mrs.  Brokaw  is  a  lady  of  unusual  intelligence 
and  cidtrire  for  after  availing  herself  thoroughly  of 
the  advantages  offered  in  the  disti'ict  school  she 
had  taken  a  course  of  study  at  the  seminary  in 
Monroe,  Mich.,  and  tlius  fitted  herself  for  the  posi- 
tion of  a  teacher,  which  she  filled  previous  to  her 
marriage.  Mr.  Brokaw  isa  member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees  at  Pinckuey  and  in  that  organi- 
zation he  is  Commander. 

Our  subject  has  ever  been  interested  in  political 
themes  and  is  well-read  upon  all  mattere  of  public 
interest,  keeping  himself  fully  abreast  with  the 
trc^nd  of  the  times.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  works  earnestlj'  for  its  success.  He 
was  a  candidate  for  Sheriff  on  the  regular  ticket 
but  was  defeated.  His  popularity  in  the  township 
is  attested  by  the  fact  that  he  is  now  serving  his 
fifth  term  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  he  has 
frequently  been  a  delegate  to  important  political 
conventions.     He  is    a   strictly  temperate  man  in 
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principle  and  practice  and  an  ardent  support«r  of 
every  movement  looking  toward  morality  and  the 
improvement  of  the  Common  weal  tli. 

Mr.  Brokaw  devotes  himself  mostly  to  general 
farming,  carrying  on  the  work  on  a  beautiful  tract 
of  eighty  a^i-es.  He  is  one  of  the  first  to  introduce 
the  .lei'sey  cattle  into  thia  township  and  has  been 
iinnsually  successful  in  handling  them.  He  also  is 
flnaneially  intei'ested  in  the  business  of  threshing 
and  has  been  ever  since  coining  to  this  township. 
His  genera!  intelligence,  his  broad  experience  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  men  and  the  world 
liave  fitted  him  to  take  prominent  places  in  public 
life  and  lie  is  often  called  upon  to  act  for  his  fel- 
low-townsmen ill   the  transaction  of    public  biii^i- 


<M/  ESTER  S.  niJUSON,  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
I  (^  Connty,  proprietor  "The  Senate"  was  bora 
,j|L^  at  Huron,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  July  12,  1848. 
For  a  sketch  of  his  parents  the  reader  will  consult 
the  biographies  of  H.  and  A.  Hudson.  He  was 
reared  in  Huron  and  Milan,  Ohio,  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eleven  yeai-s  and  themcame  to  I.ansing, 
where  he  continued  his  education  and  helped  bis 
father  until  he  had  passed  the  age  of  nineteen,  since 
which  time  be  has  been  engaged  in  lunning  a  sample 
room.  He  built  the  Senate  Block,  and  later  rebuilt 
and  remodeled  the  Hudson  Block,  a  large  three- 
stovy  building  66  feet  fi^ont  by  80  feet  deep,  and  is 
half-owner  in  the  building  at  the  comer  of  Wash- 
ington Avenue  and  Washtenaw  Streets 

Mr.  Hudson  is  engaged  to  some  extent  in  the 
real-estate  business  anil  has  also  devoted  much 
time  and  attention  to  breeding  blooded  pugs  and 
beagles,  ajid  has  imported  more  pugs  than  any 
other  man  in  the  Stale.  Some  of  his  dogs  have  sold 
at  a  very  high  figure  and  one  brought  *787.50. 
He  has  the  finest  dog  kennel  in  Michigan. 

The  subject  of  this  sket<'h  was  united  in  marriage 
in  London,  Canada,  with  MissLillie  Higby,  a  native 
of  that  city  and  they  have  one  adopted  child  who 
is  now  ten  years  of  age.  Mr.  Hudson  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  be- 
longs to  the  encampment  at  I^nsing.     He  is  also  a 


member  of  the  fraternity  of  Elks  and  of  the 
Ancient  Oi-der  of  United  Workmen,  and  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views.  His  wife  is  a  devout 
member  of  St.  Panl's  Episcopal  Church. 


\lL^ON.  OEOU(iE  W.  BRISTOL  was  born  in 
Wji)  Chautauqua  County,  N.  T.,  May  25,  1843, 
/^^  andis  thesonof  Iluramand  Nancy  (Griflin) 
(^}  Bristol,  who  were  pioneers  of  Ingham 
County,  having  settled  two  miles  west  of  Mason  in 
tlie  fall  of  1843,  where  the  father  cleared  the  first 
five  acresof  his  farm,  working  nights  after  having 
worked  at  liis  trade,  blacksmith  ing,  at  Mason  dur- 
ing the  day.  In  1867  lluram  Bristol  removed  to 
Mason  and  engaged  with  D.  J.  Darrow  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  He  was  for  many  years  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  widely 
known  and  univei'sally  i-espected.  In  1859  he, 
with  six  others  fonned  the  First  Piesbyterian 
Chureh  of  Mason,  and  served  as  an  Elder  until  his 
i-emoval  from  the  city.  lie  died  December  30, 
1882. 

George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  j-eceived  a 
good  common-school  education,  afterward  attend- 
ing for  a  time  the  I^ansing  Academy.  Reengaged 
in  farming  with  his  father  until  the  year  1868,  when 
he  came  to  Mason  where  he  has  ever  since  resided, 
and  entered  into  the  employ  of  Bristol  &  Darrow 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  In  1870  he  began  the 
study  of  law  under  Judge  Chatterton,  and  in  1873 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  His  principal  practice 
has  been  in  the  probate  court. 

Mr,  Bristol  has  held  many  responsible  positions 
and  his  intelligent  administration  while  holding 
these  positions,  together  with  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  purpose,  have  given  him  that  standing 
among  men  that  he  so  richly  deserves.  He  has 
been  City  Attorney.  Supervisor  of  hia  ward,  and 
also  member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  years. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
of  Ingham  County  for  two  terms,  being  first  elected 
in  1874,  and  at  one  of  these  terms  he  was  one  of 
the  only  two  who  were  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.     He  was  Secretary  of  the  Ingham  Coun^' 
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Agricultural  Society  for  twelve  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful years  of  its  career.  He  has  been  connected 
with  the  probate  office  for  a  number  of  yeara,  and 
in  1887  was  appointed  Probate  Kegistrav,  wliieh 
position  he  held  until  June,  1891,  when  upon  tlic 
i-esignation  of  Judge  Q.  A.  Smith  he  was  appointed 
Probate  Judge  of  Ingham  County,  by  Gov.  Wiii- 
ans,  which  office  he  now  holds.  His  large  experi- 
ence in  probate  practice,  and  familiarity  with  the 
details  of  the  office  make  him  pre-eminently  fitted 
for  this  position. 

Early  training  left  its  impress  upon  Mr.  Bi-ietol 
and  he  has  for  many  yeai-s  been  a  member  and  also 
cine  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Clini-cli. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
ever  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  also 
belongs  to  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

May  16,  1866,  he  was  married  to  Miss  llattie  W. 
Stanton,  daughter  of  Daniel  H.  Stanton,  an  early 
pioneer  of  Ingham  County,  having  located  a  fann 
purchased  fivam  the  Government  in  the  township  of 
Delhi  in  1841.  They  have  two  daughters;  llattie 
E.,  the  elder,  is  the  wife  of  Kev.  Frank  G.  EUett, 
I'astor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Concord, 
Mich.  Nina  E.  is  a  student  in  the  Ijiterai-y  De- 
I)ai'tment  of  the  Michigan  Univereitv. 

Politically  Mr.  Bristol  has  always  been  asUincIt 
and  consistent  Democrat,  casting  his  first  voto  fui' 
Gen.  McClellaii  in  1864. 


J'OHN  1IAKTMA>'.  The  lieautiful  lionie  of 
this  gentleman  is  one  of  the  ])leai*ant  sights 
which  is  seen  by  the  traveler  along  the  higli- 
ways  of  Genoa  Township,  l,ivingston 
County.  It  is  a  large  brick  ho\ise  which  was 
erected  in  1874  at  a  cost  of  some  $3,()0(l,  and  near 
it  are  the  excellent  bams  which  shelter  the  stock 
and  crops  of  Mr.  Hartman.  This  sturdy  German 
fai'mer  has  made  a  decided  success  of  agriculture 
in  his  adopted  country  and  has  become  thoroughly 
Americanized. 

Our  subject  was  l)oni  in    Hessian  Germany,  No- 
vember 3,  1823,  and  his  father,  John  Hartman,  Sr., 


had  his  nativity  in  1780.  He  served  in  the  Ger- 
man Army  for  ten  yeans  but  never  saw  active  ser- 
vice other  than  throwing  u|>  fortifications  in  Po- 
land during  the  Napoleonic  wars.  He  came  to 
America  in  1829,  landing  on  the  18th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  at  once  made  his  home  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  for  seven  years  and 
then  came  to  Michigan,  reaching  Detroit  in  May 
1836.  During  the  ensuing  Febraary  he  came  to 
Livingston  County  and  settled  on  this  section 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the 
(ioverament,  i-et'eiving  a  deed  which  was  signed 
by  Martin  Van  Buren.  He  built  a  log  house  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighty  acres  near  to  what  was  known 
as  a  "cat-hole"  so  that  he  might  easily  procure 
water.  To  this  door  the  friendly  Indians  came 
and  solicited  food.  Deer  were  then  abundant  and 
venison  was  plentiful.  After  clearing  up  this  farm 
he  made  it  his  home  imtil  death  intervened  at  the 
age  of  seventy-flve  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Maria  Rohr,  was  also  bom  in  Hessian  Ger- 
many, and  her  children  liad  tlieir  nativity  in  the 
fatherland  with  the  exception  of  one.  Tlie  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  and  four  of  her  seven 
children  survived  her.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  identified  witli  the  Gcraian  Luthei-an  Church. 
The  home  in  Germany  and  the  nine  weeks  on  the 
lirin_\'  decj)  are  rcmembei-ed  only  dimly  by  our 
subject.  He  attended  to  !iis  education  in  the  log 
selioolliouses  of  Livingston  County  during  the 
winf«i«  and  helped  ai>out  the  farm  work  in  the 
summei  He  dto\f  a  bieaking  te^m  of  from  four 
tose^en  oxen  o\(i  mani  an  aiie  of  land,  and 
after  he  began  to  wotk  foi  w*igc^  leceived  from  $7 
to  110  1  month 

At  the  tge  of  twent\  foui  the  \  oung  man  un- 
dertook mdeiwndent  woik  and  liought  eighty 
acres  of  land  twent\  of  whiih  weie  prepared  for 
cuIti^atlon  and  aside  fiom  that  beginning  he  ban 
placed  upon  thii  faim  e\en  imptovement  which 
will  be  found  heie  len  \eai''  later  he  added  an 
equal  a*,ieage  to  the  fh-*t  puuhase  and  lias  placed 
it  all  in  good  condition  foi  ciopb.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1847  to  Maria  Westphal,  who  was  bom  in 
1830,  in  PriKsia,  Germany.  She  lias  reared  nine 
children,  namely:     Hannah  (Mrs.  Stanlick),  Henry, 
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Peter,  Sopliiit  (Mrs.  Tre^n-otl),  Ciiarlie,  Maria.  Frwi- 
orick,  Alma  (Miy.  Collit),  and  Emily  (Mrs, 
Phillips). 

iieginning  with  empty  liands  but  a  sturdy  m- 
tegrity  and  bmve  detenu infttiwu  to  ^ueoeed  our 
subjcet  lias  now  acquired  one  liundred  atTos  of 
beautiful  land  in  a  iiigh  state  of  cnltivation,  hav- 
ing sold  fifty  aei-es  to  his  son-in-law,  Kdward  Tres- 
eott.  His  success  is  worthy  of  i-ecord  as  it  is  the 
i-esult  of  his  owii  endeavore.  ile  and  his  wife  are 
(Hie  in  religious  faith  and  botli  are  members  of  tin; 
(iernian  Lutheran  Chureli.  TTie  Republican  party 
receives  the  endorsement  of  Mr.  Ilartman  wlio  haa 
served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  one  term. 


PAVJD  1).  lURI).  A  woiliiy  representative 
of  the  agrieultuial  fraternity,  Mr.  Bird 
has  retired  from  active  biiainess  life  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  respite  fi-om  severe 
labor,  having  a  pleasant  residence  in  Wiliiams- 
ville.  L'nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County.  He 
is  a  son  of  Fumian  Bird,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  N.  J.,  and  a  farmer.  His  grandfather  was 
Edward  Bird,  who  was  of  li^iglish  descent  and  a 
nian  of  some  note  in  his  day,  being  a  member  of 
the  Irfigislatxire  and  Justice  of  tlie  Peace.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  residing  in  Wairen  County, 
and  witii  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna 
Furman, lived  to  a  good  old  age.  His  mother  was 
Mary  Ann  (Davis)  Bird,  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  Her  father,  David  ]>avis,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  and  Mw.  Bird,  Sr., 
were  married  in  their  native  State  and  thei-e  re- 
sided until  they  came  to  the  Wolverine  State  in 
1833,  first  settling  at  Ann  Arbor  on  a  farm.  There 
was  but  a  small  settlement  there  at  that  time,  a  log 
house  serving  as  a  tavern,  'llie  farm  compriaed 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  was  about  one  mile  fioni 
the  village. 

The  energies  of  our  subject's  fattier  bent  to  the 
improvement  of  his  place,  and  before  his  decease  lie 
erected  a  good  frame  dwelling  house  and  fine 
barns.  Both  parents  have  passed  away  from  the  scene 


of  their  must  active  labor.  Of  ten  children  born 
to  bis  parents  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. His  early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Our  subject's  fatlier  was 
a  Deacon  in  that  body  before  coming  to  Michigan. 
His  decease  took  place  in  1839,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years.  His  wife  died  in  1856  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Politically  the  father  was  a 
Jftcksonian  Democrat.  Mrs.  Bird  was  an  unassum- 
ing Christian  woman  whose  reai  worth  was  known 
only  to  her  intimate  friends,  so  quietly  did  fhv 
perform  her  manj'  deeds  of  hindness.  The  poor 
and  needy  found  in  her  a  helper,  and  she  was  a 
warm  friend  of  missions  ever  witling  to  deny 
hei'self  for  othei-s,  as  the  following  incident  will 
show.  Her  means  were  very  limited;  there  fell  to 
her  at  one  time  the  small  amount  of  Sf300.  In- 
stead of  using  it  for  her  own  comfoi-t  she  gave 
120(1  to  the  cause  of  missions  and  loaned  the  re- 
mainder to  a  feeble  church  to  build  a  house  of 
woi'ship,  I'eserving  nothing  for  herself.  Mrs.  Bird 
was  the  only  daughter  of  David  Davis.  She  had 
two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Cliambers,  who  were  far- 
mers by  occupation  and  resided  in  Warren  County. 
N.  J. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows;  Betsey,  Sloan,  Samuel,  Elijah,  Mary,  Ed- 
ward, John,  Joseph  and  Susannah,  all  except  the 
latter  mari-ying  and  settling  in  Southern  Michigan. 
Joseph,  the  youngest, came  to  his  death  in  the  gold 
mines  of  California;  he  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
John  lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
his  wife  and  family  still  reside. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  Mareh  4.  1HI3,  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.  On 
coming  to  Michigan  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  had  received  his  education  m  the  F^ast,  having 
had  the  advantages  offered  in  a  disti'ict  school. 
He  was  i-eared  on  a  farm  and  was  early  familiarized 
with  agricultural  duties.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  father  until  coming  to  Livingston  County, 
giving  him  his  services  until  he  reached  Ids  major- 
ity and  working  for  w^es  after  that  time. 

Mr.  Bird  came  to  this  county  and  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  in 
Undilla  Township,  on  section  30.  The  land  is  what 
is  known  a.s  oak  openings,  and  it  was  patented  to 
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him  directly  from  the  (lOveriinieiit.  Tliero  were  at 
the  time  more  Indians  than  white  men,  neighbors  of 
the  latter  aort  being  very  few.  He  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  to  pay  for  part  of  his  land  and 
bought  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  credit.  Building  a 
log  honse  he  began  the  work  of  clearing,  which 
went  on  slowly  as  he  hail  no  help  and  liad  to  de- 
pend upon  himself  entirely. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  Marcli  (i,  IS.Si), 
flt  which  time  he  was  united  in  maniage  to  Miss 
Agnes  Piper,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Agnea 
Piper,  natives  of  Scotland  and  early  settlers  in 
Unadilla  Township.  Mrs.  Bird  was  bom  Septem- 
ber 12,  1816  in  Scotland.  She  died  December  !, 
1880.  This  worthy  couple  have  been  the  parents 
of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  ure  William  V.,  Mary  E.  and  Almii-a  R. 
William  was  born  August  24,  1840;  his  first  wife 
was  Elgiva  Barton,  a  native  of  Maine;  at  her 
death  she  left  four  children,  the  eldest  of  wliom,  a 
noble  boy  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  lake  at  Williamsville.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was  lilla  Lake. 
He  lives  near  Ann  Arbor  and  lias  Ave  children, 
three  of  whom  are  by  liis  fonner  mai'riage.  Mar\- 
E.,  was  born  Mareh  26,  1845;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  E.  Ives  and  lives  in  this  township;  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Almira  R.,  born  -Tan- 
uary  15,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Dunning  and 
lives  in  Sturgis.  Mr.  Dunning  is  a  pif)minenl  law- 
yer in  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  two  children. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  lias  been  constantly 
improving  his  farm  and  haa  added  to  it.  At  one 
time  he  had  throe  hundred  and  seventy-two  a<!i-es 
and  had  cleared  off  two  hundred  and  fifty,  which 
were  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  This  he  sold 
and  retired  from  agricultural  work,     lie  is  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Bajrtist  Church  and  has  been  a  deacon  in 
the  same  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  builders  of  tlie  Hi-st  Baptist  Church  of  this 
township  and  has  i>een  an  active  member  since.  ■ 
In  former  years  our  subject  took  a  lively  interest 
in  Sunday-school  woik  and  for  some  time  was 
Superintendent  of  the  .lame.  In  the  absence  of  a 
pastor  he  cai'ried  on  the  meetings  for  two  years. 
Deeply  appreciative  of  the  benefits  of  a  good 
education,  he  gave  his  children  the  be^t advantages 
that  time  and  ciroumstances  would  allow.  Some  of 
them  ai-e  graduates  of  the  college  at  Ypsilanti.  Of 
his  deceased  children  Agnes  D.  became  tlie  wife  of 
ifalsted  firegory  and  was  the  mother  of  one  child; 
she  died  April  4,  1874;  Chambers  D.  died  -lammry 
1,  1884;  he  niariied  Diana  Danten  and  was  the 
fatlier  of  one  child;  .lustin  \'.,  who  was  the  hus- 
band of  Anna  Striker  and  tlie  father  of  one  child, 
died  July  7,  1882.  Our  subject  has  been  Assessor 
of  his  townslii[).  In  early  days  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  on  the  agitation  of  the  Slavery  i]uestion 
lie  became  a  Re|)ubhcan  and  from  this  party  has 
transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibitionists. 
Iiaving  always  lieen  an  ardent  advocate  of  temper- 
ance principle^i. 

Mr.  Bird  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  his  life 
work.  He  started  out  empty-handed  and  carried 
on  his  farm  forty-seven  yeai-s,  making  it  a  success 
pecuniarily.  He  has  lived  to  see  his  children  all 
associated  with  the  Baptist  Church  and  honorable 
and  lifmored  men  and  women.  In  earlj'  days  the 
main  supporter  of  the  chureh,  he  has  always  been 
a  faithful  and  enthusiastic  helper  in  (4ospel  work. 
He  well  remembers,  in  an  early  day,  when  the 
tiie  neai-est  market  was  at  Detroit  or  Ann  Arlxn', 
and  the  products  of  his  farm  had  to  be  conveyed 
thither  hv  ox-team  or  liorsc  and  wagon. 
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